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Abstract: A sequence of high elevation sands containing both broken and whole marine 
shells, as well as many mega-sized, raft-shaped boulders (1-3m across) has been 
discovered at Tralispean Bay, West Cork, Ireland. Ground-Penetrating Radar (GPR), 
ground surveying and differential GPS (dGPS) show that the sediments cover an area 
of c.0.75ha, reaching a maximum height of c.+18.5m ODM, with interconnected 
pockets of sand varying in thickness of up to 1m. Coring, lithostratigraphic study, 
granulometry, organics loss-on-ignition and carbonate content analyses, together with 
examination of micro- and macrofossils, indicate that the shelly sands were deposited 
rapidly, under high energy conditions. Informal interviews with local residents, as well 
as the extent of the sands, suggest that the deposit is not the result of human actions. 
Elevations reached by the sediments, the presence of mega-boulders, and other 
indicators make it unlikely that these sediments arose from storm activity. It is possible 
that they have been deposited as the result of a tsunami. The radiocarbon (AMS) date 
obtained places the age of such an event at 1465 AD (Cal BP 485). At present, no clear 
historical record has been identified of any tsunami impacts affecting the south coast 
of Ireland other than the Lisbon earthquake of 1755. 

Keywords: tsunami, sediments, Ireland, Lisbon, storm surge, coastal processes

Introduction
This paper presents initial reporting of a sand-dominated sedimentary sequence (Sands 
Unit), containing marine shells and large boulders (megaclasts), at Tralispean Bay in 
West Cork, Ireland (Figure 1). The deposit extends from sea level to approximately +18.5 
metres Ordnance Datum Malin (ODM) and attracted initial attention due to its altitude 
and unusual composition.
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Exploratory fieldwork at the site, coupled with laboratory studies of the sediments, 
were carried out as part of a Masters’ degree research project (Cronin, 2015). Subsequently, 
further fieldwork has been undertaken at Tralispean, as well as reconnaissance surveys 
at another site further east along the south coast of Ireland where similar deposits have 
been found. 

The evidence suggests that the sediments at Tralispean result from the impact of a 
large-scale coastal event, such as a mega-storm or tsunami (Dewey and Ryan, 2017; 
Ellis and Sherman, 2015), which occurred sometime in the 15th Century. This is the 
first time that marine sands of this type at such high elevations have been recorded on 
Ireland’s coasts. These coasts are well known as being affected by large-scale storms. The 
significance of storms in developing coastal structures and driving process changes in 
Ireland, particularly on soft sedimentary coasts, is also well established (e.g., Carter and 
Woodroffe, 1994; Stone and Orford, 2004; Crossland et al., 2005; Devoy, 1996, 2008, 
2015a, 2015b; Sabatier et al., 2012; O’Shea and Murphy, 2013; Wong et al., 2014). 
Further, the scale of storminess and its impacts under future climate warming is projected 
as increasing (e.g., Lozano et al., 2004; Gallagher et al., 2014; Devoy, 2015a; Church et 
al., 2013; National Climate Change Advisory Council, 2018). However, understanding 
of the extent of storm impacts on Ireland’s coasts, or of the occurrence of larger scaled 
events, such as hurricanes or tsunami, remains to be established. 

The main aims of the research were to:
1. Map the extent of the sands sequence at the site, to establish the height range and      

thickness of the sediments and their relationship to the underlying topography;
2. Define the stratigraphy, sedimentary characteristics and age of the Sands Unit;
3. Provide explanation of the origin and chronology of formation of the sands, and to 

place them in their geomorphological context; 
4. Conduct wider ranging explorations on neighbouring coasts, to assess whether 

similar sand sedimentary sequences exist.

Study site
The study area is situated in west County Cork, Ireland, approximately 6km southwest of 
Skibbereen and close to Lough Hyne (Figure 1). It lies on a crenulated coast that exhibits 
a very strongly folded north-east to south-west trending rock structure, comprising 
sandstones, quartzite and slate of the West Cork Sandstone Series (Figure 2). The coast 
has developed as a result of submergence under the long-term impacts of postglacial sea-
level rise (Devoy et al., 1996, 2006, 2015a; Delaney et al., 2012) and is indented with 
many small estuaries.

Two approximately north-south orientated river valleys bound the study site to the 
east and west, which connect to the higher ground inland (Figures 1 and 3). These 
former river valleys were glaciated and enlarged in the late Quaternary, and have acted as 
glacifluvial outwash channels (e.g., Lewis, 1977; Edwards and Warren, 1985; Harrison 
and Mighall, 2002). The eastern valley has been filled subsequently by late glacial and 
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Figure 1: Location of the study site, showing the main north-south glaciated 
valley(s), the present-day beaches adjacent to the site, and the degraded beach 
barrier with backing Phragmites reedswamp at Tralispean beach (land use 
delineated in ArcGIS from optical satellite imagery).
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postglacial sediments. Now they contain an extensive area of grass-sedge wetlands, with 
a Phragmites dominated reedswamp. This has formed behind a low-elevation blocking 
beach-barrier composed of sands and cobbles, to the seaward of which lies Tralispean 
Beach. The valley to the west enters into Tranabo Cove, which is backed by rock cliffs and 
coarse clastic beach sediments. 

The sediments of interest lie within a rock-structured trough that divides the cliffed 
headland of Drishane Point from the higher elevated land to the north. This headland 
is composed of resistant sandstone and quartzites, rising to heights of >30m ODM 
(Figure 3); the surface is characterised by rock-controlled drainage lines, with outcrops 
of bedrock. A vegetation cover, dominated by grasses, sedges, heather and bracken, lies 
above glacigenic sediments, peat and mineral soils that are trapped within rock hollows 
(Figure 2). The trough is aligned along the rock strike in a southwest to northeast direction 
and rises from sea level to a saddle-shaped col at about +18.5m.

 Figure 2a: The site area (white box), showing Tralispean beach (nearest camera) and 
Tranabo Cove, looking west to the entrance to Lough Hyne. The area’s approximate 
east-west aligned folded sandstones, quartzite and slate rock structures can be 
clearly seen.

Figure 2b: Exposure of bedrock at the site, showing the steep angle of dip and 
southwest-northeast direction of strike. 

Figure 2c: Exposed basal rock section in the West Cork Sandstone Series at the site, 
showing common structures in the folded slates and quartzites.

a

c

b
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Figure 3: Elevation map of the site and surrounding area.
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On the western side of this saddle-shaped area, the lands have been divided historically 
into a series of enclosed fields, now disused. Some earlier ground excavations and small-
scale agriculture in the area provide exposures of the sedimentary sequences and bedrock 
(Figure 4). To the east, the lands are being used for agriculture by the present owner 
and it was through this work that the sedimentary sequence was discovered. Either 
side of the saddle area are extensive exposures of rock, developed as steep slopes and a 
dissected upland terrain. These form the bounding southern and northern slopes to the 
site, supporting rough grassland, gorse and patches of briars (Rubus fruticosis Agg.). 

Investigations in neighbouring coastal areas
Reconnaissance investigations of coastal sites between Lough Hyne and Kinsale began 
in 2017. These have focussed on examining similar high-elevation areas, in order to 
better understand the regional significance of the Tralispean Sands Unit and associated 
geomorphological features. Areas of particular interest have been those cited in maps, 

Figure 4: Section in the shelly fine- to medium-sized sands above, and underlying 
glacigenic sediments (a clast-rich, fines-supported till/ geliflucted diamicton) 
below. The boundary between these is sharp, but with evidence of some reworking 
of the top 0.05-0.10m of the glacigenics, as shown from admixture of the overlying 
sands into the glacigenics and the presence of rip-up structures at the contact with 
the sands.
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historical records, field studies and in folklore as recording coastal impacts of the Lisbon 
1755 tsunami (e.g., Hickey, 2015; Farrell et al., 2015; Beese, 2015, 2017; Devoy, 2000). 
Whilst this fieldwork is in its early stages, a potentially significant exposure of elevated 
sand-dominated sediments has already been discovered at Harbour View (Coolmain Bay), 
close to Courtmacsherry. A thick (> c.2.5m) and massive sediments Unit, composed of 
fine-medium sized sands, has been identified at this location. The sands are developed 
from a sharp basal sedimentary contact with underlying bedrock and glacigenics (till) 
surfaces, as at Tralispean. These sediments extend from c. 4m ODM at the shoreline, 
inland and northwards to levels > c. 11m ODM. Visible remains of shells (whole or, 
broken) were absent in the sedimentary exposures studied. Microscope examination 
of sediment samples taken from these exposures show the presence of a significant 
shell carbonate fraction (particle sizes < 0.5mm) in the sands. The sediments continue 
westwards for c. 500m, variably thinning and increasing in height, along the low coastal 
cliffs on the western side of the bay (ITM grid 552994, 544069). An informal interview 
was conducted with a landowner where the sands are exposed, to establish whether 
any local knowledge existed of the sands and their origin. The landowner and his family 
are long established residents of the area. It was clear from the interview, together with 
map and other archival documents, that there is a good knowledge of historical land use 
changes at the site, from at least the 18th Century. Discussion indicated it is likely that 
the sands were emplaced by the tsunami run-up of the 1755 Lisbon event (Niall Hegarty, 
2017, pers. comm.).  

Methods
Initial mapping of the Tralispean site was undertaken using a high-resolution differential 
global positioning system (Trimble ProXH dGPS). This established the aerial extent and 
altitude of the study area. Survey points were spaced 5m apart along the boundaries of 
the former fields, with further internal transect lines placed 15m apart and perpendicular 
to these boundaries, with readings again taken at 5m intervals (Figure 5). The dGPS data 
were subsequently processed and interpolated using ArcGIS software (version 10.2); this 
was validated against LiDAR data obtained from the Ordnance Survey of Ireland. 

The stratigraphy and sedimentary characteristics of the Sands Unit were investigated 
by coring, and through open-excavation sections cut into the sediments (Figure 4). A total 
of 17 primary, georeferenced boreholes were sunk, extending through the sediments as far 
as the underlying bedrock or consolidated glacigenics (Figure 5). A number of additional, 
reconnaissance boreholes were also made across the study area, to help establish the up-
slope limits of the sands on either side of the topographic saddle. The main boreholes 
were spaced c. 15m apart along a southwest to northeast transect across the site (Figure 
5), and their locations were recorded using dGPS (Hussain, et al., 2006; Lange and 
Moon, 2007). Sediments from boreholes 1 to 16 were collected using Eijkelkamp-pattern 
combination clay/sand and sands auger heads, with the sedimentary characteristics 
recorded in the field using the Troels-Smith scheme (Troels-Smith, 1955; Dawson, 1999). 
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Based on the site stratigraphic work, Borehole 11 was selected for detailed examination, 
since it provided the greatest depth of sediment (c. 1.4m), contained visible sedimentary 
structures, and offered the best representative profile for the Sands Unit. 

Borehole 17 was taken at the edge of the reedswamp to the east of the site and 
penetrated a grass-sedge peat (thickness c. 2.3m) that had formed above the Sands Unit. 
Additional cores have been taken subsequently at this location, to further examine the 
spatial and chronological relationships between the Sands Unit and the swamp. A gouge-
pattern corer (1m long x 0.05m wide) was used to investigate these organic-dominated 
sediments and for sediment sampling. Samples of the peat overlying the Sands Unit at this 
location were sent for AMS radiocarbon dating (Beta Analytic Inc., USA, 2015), in order 
to obtain an indicative minimum age for deposition of the sands. This sampling followed 
established guidelines for taking samples in the field and later laboratory preparation 
for radiocarbon dating and other analyses (Devoy, 1979, 1982, 1987; van de Plassche, 
1986). Care was taken to remove any modern, diachronous plant rhizomes, particularly 
of sedges and grasses, including those of Phragmites. 

Figure 5: The study site, showing the three historically divided enclosed fields, now 
disused, which are numbered from west to east here as Fields 1-3 (the present area 
of cultivation is situated within Field 3); the main dGPS points and transect grid; the 
borehole locations (boreholes 11 and 17 highlighted); ground heights above ODM; 
and the reedswamp.
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Sediment samples from boreholes 11 and 17 were examined; these included particle 
size analyses, loss-on-ignition (LOI%), carbonates content and micro-fossil studies as 
detailed below. Particle size analyses were based on the percentages of Total Sediments () 
of carbonates and non carbonates, and were undertaken using sieving techniques for the 
coarse particle sizes c. <1m – 16mm (0-14 ), with the dominant fine sediment fraction 
examined using Malvern Mastersizer laser scanning techniques (Malvern Mastersizer 
2000 User Manual, 2007). LOI% for total free organic carbon content used a combustion 
method, with heating in a muffle furnace at 550˚C for 4 hours (Chagué-Goff et al., 2002; 
Font et al., 2013; Heiri et al., 2001). For the shell and constituent carbonates fraction of 
the sediments, samples were heated at 950˚C for 8 hours (Font et al., 2013). Any shells 
or shell fragments found in the samples were first identified and recorded, before being 
returned to the sample for heating. Shells were also identified from open field sections 
and the core materials.

Samples of sediments were taken from the exposed sand sections in the field (e.g., 
bulk samples of c. 0.5kg) and from the boreholes. These were prepared in the laboratory 
for foraminifera, ostracoda, pollen and diatom examinations. Identification of the 
micro- and macro-fossil flora and fauna assemblages found were made using standard 
taxonomic texts (e.g., Moore and Webb, 1978 for pollen and spores; van der Werff and 
Huls, 1958-1974; Spalding et al., 2000 for diatoms). Marine and brackish-water mollusca 
identification was based on McMillan (1968), though separation of terrestrial species was 
not attempted. It was discovered rapidly in this work that very few diatoms were present 
in these sediment samples. Further, given the absence of diatoms, it was also judged 
unlikely that foraminifera and ostracoda would be present in the sands (Hussain, 2010) 
and, consequently, further investigations for these microfossils was discontinued in this 
initial study. Pollen and spores in the organic sediments (peat) above the sands in borehole 
17 were also found to be sparse, consisting mainly of grass and sedge pollen. Some tree, 
shrub and herb taxa were also identified, these included the pollen of Pinus, Salix, Betula, 
Corylus type, Filipendula and Roscaceae. Pollens of the sedge Cladium mariscus were also 
identified. This palynological record provides no definitive information at this stage for 
use as a relative dating technique. Pollen and spores are too sparse, as might be expected 
from a reedswamp environment, and the taxa present are all representative of local plant 
assemblages.

The sub-surface characteristics of the sediments were investigated using ground-
penetrating radar (GPR). The aim of this survey was to reveal any potentially significant 
sedimentary horizons and other structural features within or underlying the sands, such 
as, indications of back-wash deposits, non-planar erosion surfaces, abrasion scours and the 
occurrence of boulders within the sands (e.g. Reineck and Singh, 1975; Switzer et al., 2006; 
Switzer and Jones, 2008; Koster et al., 2011, 2013, 2014; Goff et al., 2012). Subsequent 
work, which is still ongoing, has focused on examining the stratigraphy of the reedswamp 
area behind the beach barrier at Tralispean. An approximately northwest-southeast aligned 
short core-transect has been established (Figure 5), with the objective of clarifying the 
spatial, chronological and process-driven relationships between the formation of the Sands 
Unit and the development of peats and other sediments within the reedswamp.
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Results
Figure 6 shows the thickness of the Sands Unit above the basal rock and consolidated 
glacigenics, with the dGPS data establishing that this unit reaches > c. +18.5m ODM 
(in the area of Borehole 6, Field 2). The sands in-fill the entire valley-trough area behind 
Drishane Point. 

The site is scattered with large to mega-sized boulders at the surface. These range in 
length from c. 1-4m and are mostly rectangular or trapezoidal in shape, with the longer 
a- and b- shape axes dominant, producing many flat, raft like megaclasts, some >2m in 
size (Figure 7). They are all derived entirely from the local West Cork Sandstone rocks. 

Many of the boulders in Field 3 had been excavated from the sands by the present 
landowner, as part of ground clearance operations, and left stacked on the site. In spite of 
this activity, the GPR records (Figure 8), and some exposed field-sections on the eastern 
side of the site, confirm the presence of additional boulders in situ within the Sands Unit. 
The GPR study confirmed that the Sands Unit covers the whole of the surveyed area, with 
the thickest parts occurring in Fields 2 and 3. The GPR also evidenced the occurrence 
of shallow, interconnected ‘basins’ containing the sands ranging from c. 0.2 to 2.25m in 
depth (Figure 8a). 

Figure 6b: Cross-section showing interpolated thickness of the sediment above 
bedrock.

Figure 6a: Terrain model of the Sands Unit showing location of the boreholes. 
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Figure 7a: A rectangular, raft-shaped boulder excavated from the Sands Unit, lying 
close to the point of origin; the shelly sands here are under cultivation. 

Figure 7b: A smaller boulder (a-axis c. 0.35m) in situ within the Sands Unit.

Figure 7c: Boulders found within the sediments, now removed and stacked at the 
edge of the excavations. 

Figure 8a: GPR profile showing a large ‘pocket-like’ structure within the Sands Unit. 

Figure 8b: GPR profile, showing indications of some horizontal bedding of the 
shelly sands with the surface of a large flat boulder at an approximate angle of c. 
40˚within the Sands Unit. Both profiles taken from the west-east transect on the 
east of Field 2 and into Field 3.

a

a

cb

b

1. From 0.0 (Ground Surface) – c.1.19m, the sediments mainly comprise particles <1mm 
(0 ), c. 95% total sediments (Figure 9), with 44-49% of medium sand (1-2 ). These 
core levels have <18% silts and clay sized particles (4-10 ), with only small differences 
in coarse sand values 0.6-2mm (>0.5 ), varying from 12-28% between the top and 
base of the sample core. 

2. At the base, from c. 1.20-1.40m, coarser particle sizes occur (c. 50% of the sediments 
> 1mm), with c. 10% of the sediments as silts and clay. The boundary with the 
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underlying bedrock and surface of the glacigenics was found often to be sharp (Figure 
3) and is placed at c. 1.32m below ground surface in Borehole 11; the coarsening of 
the sediments at these levels is probably accounted for by the occurrence of glacigenic 
deposits immediately above the bedrock.

Overall, the particle size data indicate that the Sands Unit consists of relatively 
homogenous fine to medium sands, as supported by visual field observations of the 
sediments in sections on-site. 

The LOI% data record uniformly low amounts of organic material incorporated in the 
sands, c. 1% total sediments and of <1% values below c. 1.15m in the basal glacigenics 
(Figure 9). In contrast, high frequencies of carbonates are found from 0.8-1.3m, having 
values of >30% total sediments and falling variably to c. 20% above 0.8m. The carbonates 
appear to come mainly from shell material, with examination of sands from Borehole 
11 and from field observations on-site showing the occurrence of many shells and shell 
fragments within the sediments. These are dominated by juvenile forms of marine 
species, specifically Patella vulgata, Patella spp. (Limpets); Littorina littorea and other 
Littorina spp. (Periwinkles), Turitella communis (Common Tower Shell), and other Spire 
shells, all of which are indicative of rocky, open coasts and sub-littoral marine conditions. 
Some of the shells found are preserved whole, or as large fragments, but comminuted 

Figure 9: Sediment investigation results for borehole 11, including Loss-On-Ignition, 
Particle Sizing and Carbonate Content tests.
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shells predominate. Individuals and fragments of Hydrobia ulvae Lavier (Spire Shell) 
were also found: these are representative of estuary and saltmarsh settings. Most of the 
intact shells and larger fragments appear to occur in the lower levels of the unit, with the 
highly broken and the juvenile shell material abundant throughout the sequence. This 
may represent some size and/or shape separation of these carbonates upwards through 
the sediments. Many fresh shells of a few species of land snails, such as commonly occur 
on dune vegetation, were also found within the top sand levels.

At its eastern end, the Sands Unit extends into and is overlain by a fibrous grass-sedge 
dominated peat deposit that has formed behind the coastal barrier. The poorly humified, 
loose and unconsolidated nature of this peat indicates that it is likely of relatively recent 
origin. A sample was taken from the base of this deposit, where it lies directly above and 
in contact with the Sands Unit. This has been dated by high-precision AMS radiocarbon 
methods (Table 1). 

Table 1: Details of the AMS radiocarbon assay from the top of the sand unit at 0.0m +/- 0.03 
ODM (Calibrated Result – 95% probability).

Tralispean, 
Cork

Lab. 
Sample 
Number

Sample 
Depth 
ODM

Conventional 
Radiocarbon 
Age (1)
Years AD

Calibrated 
Radiocarbon 
Age, 2 (Cal 
BP, Older) 

Calibrated 
Radiocarbon 
Age, 2 (Cal 
BP, Younger)

Calibrated 
Radiocarbon 
Age (2)
Years AD

Depth:    
-2.30 to   
-2.40m ODM 
+/- 0.02m

Beta-
415949

c. 0.0m 1560 AD (390 
+/- 30 BP)

510 to 430 375 to 320 1465 AD  
(Cal BP 485)

In more recent work a core transect has been commenced across the reedswamp, starting 
from Borehole 17, where the Sands Unit lies in contact with the swamp deposits, in a 
southeast direction towards the present beach barrier at Tralispean Bay. Provisional 
results obtained from this coring show that a deeper and more complex sedimentary 
sequence lies beneath the Sands Unit in this area than that observed previously. 

Discussion
Field and laboratory analyses confirm the in situ occurrence of a sequence of marine 
sands (the Sands Unit) at Tralispean Bay, West Cork, reaching from heights of c. -2m to 
> +18m ODM. This is above the known heights of offshore waves (Figure 10) and storm 
surges around Ireland’s coasts today (Devoy et al., 2004, 2015; Gallagher et al., 2013, 
2014; pers. comm. Kinsale Energy Ltd., pers. comm., 2017. See also Gallagher et al., 2013, 
2014, for more recent wave and associated data for Ireland). Local observations suggest 
that storm surges reach maximal levels of between +10m to +12m ODM within the outer 
rock-cliffs areas of Tralispean Bay (Henderson, pers. comm., 2017). Key questions arising 
from this work include the need to: 
1. establish the age of the Tralispean Sands Unit, 
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2. identify with greater certainty the nature of the event, or events, and hydrodynamic 
process that led to deposition of the sediments, and

3. establish the connections, if any, with similar sedimentary sequences now identified 
on adjacent coasts. 

Dating the Tralispean Sands Unit
Local remembrance and folklore suggest a possible 1755 event origin for the sediments. 
As at Harbour View, short telephone-based interviews with local landowners and 
residents of the site area showed that there is a good knowledge, passed down through 
families, of the historical and land use changes that have taken place here since at least 
the early 19th Century. 

Information on a more precise dating of the Sands Unit remains equivocal. A 
future robust radiometric dating programme of the Sands Unit, and more complete 

Figure 10: Distribution of mean monthly wave heights for Ireland’s offshore coastal 
waters. These are modelled hindcast wave conditions for the period 1988-1997. 
The data are validated with wind-wave buoy observations from regional locations 
(Devoy et al., 2004). The figure’s colour-coded key gives the Latitude and Longitude 
positions of these observation points: C4-C6 = northern coasts, C3, K4 and K2 = 
western, C1, C2, C8 = southern, C7 and T1 = eastern. The central south coast data, 
covering the Tralispean Bay area, show intermediate mean wave height values of 
3-4m. Offshore wave heights in individual storms reach levels of 7-10m on these 
southern coasts. 
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understanding of its palaeoenvironmental setting, are both critical to determining the 
origin and processes that led to the deposition of the marine sands (Devoy et al., 2015). 

The AMS radiocarbon date obtained from the base of the peat in the reedswamp, at 
the eastern end of the site (Figure 1), suggests that this biogenic sediment began forming 
c. 485 years before present (BP) (i.e., c. 1465 AD). The peat cores extracted during the 
sampling operations, both in the field and laboratory, showed no indication of material 
in-washing, remobilisation or reworking of the organic material overlying the Sands Unit. 
The physical-chemical characteristics of the biogenic sediments, together with the very 
sheltered depositional environment of the reedswamp, supports this view. Since the Sand 
Unit underlies the peat, then both the sands and the event that led to its deposition must 
be at least as old as this basal date for the peat. The structure, texture and composition 
of this peat in the reedswamp at Tralispean is similar to many biogenic sequences found 
forming in analogous beach-barrier protected coastal wetland locations on Ireland’s south 
and west coasts today (e.g., Carter et al., 1989; Devoy et al., 1996; Delaney et al., 2012). 
These coastal sites typically show stratigraphies consisting of a surface of basal bedrock, 
or glacigenics, above which are found thin clast-rich organics levels, which are initially 
replaced upwards by a wood peat (dominated variably by oak, alder, willow and pine) 
and then by a grass-sedge peat; these sequences commonly give ages of 2,000-5,000 BP. 
This sedimentary sequence may be interleaved by levels of thin silt-clays and/or sands, 
depending on the physical configuration and exposure of the coastal site to both river and 
marine flooding. These stratigraphies are found now most commonly in exposed coastal 
settings. 

The biogenic sequences at Tralispean are protected by the beach barrier, and whilst 
preserving older material, continue the development of organic accumulation into the 
present day. The exploratory boreholes (17-19) developed where the Sands Unit is found 
at the margin of the reedswamp show that the lower part of the biogenic sediments have 
characteristics similar to those found at other coastal sites, but are overlain by more 
recent materials. The upper levels (c. 1m of biogenic-rich sediments) have a loose fabric, 
are relatively un-humified, and generally show the compositional characteristics of 
recent formation (viz. Troels-Smith, 1955); all of which concurs with the AMS 14C dating. 
However, depending on the time significance of the underlying hiatus with the upper 
surface of the Sands Unit below this peat, then these sands may have been deposited well 
before the age indicated by the radiocarbon assay on the base of the peat.

Overall, the evidence obtained to date indicates that the organics sample is of recent 
age (Smart and Frances, 1991; Dickin, 2008) and the peat above the marine sands 
began growing within the last c. 1,000 years. This interpretation is supported by the 
biostratigraphy, which shows the accumulation of c. 1.0m of relatively loose and un-
humified peat beneath the present reedswamp vegetation. The apparent recent age 
for the peat may be due to human impacts at the site, with past turf cutting removing 
older peats and biogenics, as has occurred at Dunworley Bay, near Courtmacsherry at 
Ballycotton Bay further east and at many other coastal locations in Ireland. These latter 
sites typically show periods of peat removal from the early 1800s onward (e.g., Carter et 
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al., 1989; Devoy, 1983). However, the date obtained at Tralispean would place the peat 
development before the common practice of coastal peat cutting became established, in 
or after the late 18th Century (Feehan and O’Donovan, 1996). Clearly, more radiocarbon 
and other radiometric-type dates, e.g., Optically Stimulated Luminescence (OSL) or 
Electron Spin Resonance (ESR) techniques (e.g., Lowe and Walker, 1997; Huntley and 
Clague, 1996), are needed to help validate the age of the sands, and obtaining these is 
planned as part of future research at the site. 

Possible process origins of the Sands Unit
As well as establishing the age of the Sands Unit, it is also necessary to consider what 
other processes (such as geomorphological) were responsible for its deposition. A review 
of the relevant literature relating to similar sedimentary sequences found elsewhere 
identifies six possible mechanisms (in no particular order):

Human intervention

Agricultural practices to improve the often-poor soil conditions in these environments, 
by carrying sands, shell and seaweeds from beach and wider intertidal areas to adjacent 
fields and higher grounds, has commonly undertaken by coastal communities in Ireland 
and elsewhere since at least the 19th Century (e.g., Gilbertson et al., 1999; Ritchie and 
Angus, 2012). In the Tralispean area, evidence of post-18th Century settlements, with 
the remains of abandoned stone cabins, field walls and linking trackways to the coast for 
farming and fishing activities, are still evident. 

Such human activity, however, can be discounted as the origin of the Sands Unit at 
Tralispean. This is primarily because of the large quantity and areal extent of the sediments 
recorded (with > c. 14, 000m3 of sands deposited over the area); as well as, the lack of 
evidence for any mixing of the sands with plants or other organic materials to create a soil 
and the undisturbed, massive and sorted character of the Sands Unit. Informal interviews 
with landowners, and the folklore of the area regarding past land uses at the site, support 
this interpretation of the physical evidence. Whilst field conditioning was practised, 
local knowledge of the existence of the sands meant that people were more interested 
in finding ways to exploit and mine the sand deposit for use elsewhere. These interviews 
established that some 8,000m3 of the sands were eventually excavated from the site in the 
1980s, leaving the open sediment sections found at the western side of the site (Figure 4), 
with the sands being shipped out of the area by sea from Tranabo Cove (e.g., McCarthy, 
pers. comm., 2016).

Glacial transport and deposition 

Given the significant impact of glaciation on this area (e.g., Warren, 1979, 1980, 
1981; McCarron and Coxon, 2009; Coxon et al., 2017), and the existence of two ice 
meltwater escape valleys bounding the site (Figure 1), possible ice-linked causes for the 
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sedimentary sequence must be considered. However, the characteristics of the Sands 
Unit do not fit with those reported for glacigenic deposits from other locations in Ireland, 
which are most commonly described as comprising consolidated to semi-consolidated, 
heterogeneous and non-sorted diamictons (e.g., Drewry, 1986; McCabe, 1987; Ehlers 
et al., 1991; Siegert, 2001; Knight et al., 2004; Coxon et al., 2017). Such sediments also 
occur throughout the Tralispean site area, but they are distinct from the sands, and 
form the over-consolidated basement deposits underlying the marine sands themselves 
(Figures 2 and 4). An ice-melt, glacifluvial source for the Sands Unit is equally unlikely, 
given the fining upwards sorting, the high carbonates and marine shell content of the 
sands, and the lack of any diagnostic internal structures, such as sedimentary ‘cyclicity’, 
cross-bedding, ripple forms or linked structures that would usually be associated with 
such deposits (McCarron and Coxon, 2009; Coxon et al., 2017). The inclusion of the 
megaclasts described previously, within the dominant fine-medium sand matrix, also 
poses significant process problems for deposition of the shelly sands by glacifluvial 
mechanisms, though mechanisms producing equifinality are possible (Hart, 1986; Beven 
and Freer, 2001). Further, the sediments at the Tralispean site lack a clear morphological 
and spatial connection to high-energy coarse, sorted clastic glacifluvial sediments found 
elsewhere in the area (Lewis, 1977; Warren, 1980; Harrison and Mighall, 2002). Instead, 
their homogenous but highly-sorted nature, together with the included marine shell 
fraction and the particle size patterns (Figure 8), would further support the idea of a 
marine water mechanism for their deposition. 

Beach development from interglacial- or interstadial-age coastal processes 

Because of the sedimentary hiatus between the Sands Unit and the overlying young 
peat, there remains a possibility that these marine sands are the upper levels of a beach 
formed by wave and storm action during a period of high relative sea level in an earlier 
interglacial. However, this explanation is considered unlikely given knowledge of the 
Late-Quaternary raised beach sedimentary sequences in the region (e.g., Devoy, 1983; 
McCabe and O’Coffaigh, 1996). The Sands Unit is shown to overlie glacigenic sediments 
in many locations at the site, and it can be followed landwards to heights of >18m ODM, 
a depositional height range that is both well below and also above the levels of any of 
the now long-established ‘raised beach’ type sediments in the south of Ireland (Synge, 
1985; Devoy, 1983, 2005; Coxon et al., 2017). The nearest known raised beaches are at 
Courtmacsherry, West Cork, where they form part of the long-studied Late-Quaternary 
lithostratigraphy of the south and west coasts of Ireland, as linked to that of south and 
western Britain (e.g., Wright and Muff, 1904; Bowen et al., 1985; Jones and Keen, 1996). 
These raised beaches are composed of well-sorted, interbedded and ferricreted sands and 
gravels, dominated by coarse clastics of fine-medium gravels sizes (Figure 11); they are 
positioned variably above glacigenic diamictons, but most occur commonly above the 
much earlier South of Ireland shore platform (e.g., Devoy, 1983, 2005, 2009). 

The base of these raised beaches, identified in Courtmacsherry Bay and more widely 
along Ireland’s southern coasts, has only ever been found at heights above c. 6.0m 
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ODM, whereas the Sands Unit at Tralispean extends downward to below present sea-
level. Furthermore, sediments formerly interpreted as raised beaches occur regionally 
below c. 8.0m ODM and do not contain marine shells although they may once have 
done so, with the shells having since been removed by water leaching over time (e.g., 
Bowen et al., 1985). The raised beach sequences found on Ireland’s south coast have 
been reinterpreted as more probably tidewater glacifluvial sediments that date from 
the last stages of ice retreat from Ireland’s present offshore zone, which itself formed 
post c. 24k years ago (McCabe and O’Coffaigh, 1996; Knight et al., 2004; Coxon et al., 
2017). Whatever the hydrodynamic process origin for these raised beaches might be, 
their sedimentary characteristics are very different in appearance and composition to 
the Sands Unit found at Tralispean. Further, the lack of visible sedimentary structures 
(e.g., cusps and ripples) and planar layering within the marine sands is atypical of regular 
forms of wave-induced beach sediment deposition and hydrodynamics (e.g., Reineck and 
Singh, 1975; Masselink et al., 2011; Dronkers, 2005; Hardisty, 1990, 1994 ; Scott et al., 
2011; Randazzo et al., 2015). 

Figure 11: Raised Beaches above the rock-cut South of Ireland Platform in 
Courtmacsherry Bay
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Impact of an extreme ‘rogue’ wave

In this context, O’Brien et al. (2013) drew attention to the possibility of the occurrence 
of freak and ‘rogue’ waves in the North Atlantic potentially impacting these coasts. Freak 
waves that are predictable components of open-ocean long period swell waves can often 
intersect the coast at heights of 5-8m ODM. Less common is the development of randomly 
occurring, non-linear hydrodynamic rogue waves. In open-water North Atlantic settings 
off Ireland’s coasts, such waves can reach heights of double the sea state significant wave 
height, at maximum observed values of c. 20-24m above still water levels. However, it 
is unlikely that such waves could affect onshore areas of coast to such heights, and even 
those that occur in open water are mostly well below the height of the Tralispean Sands 
Unit.

A large storm surge event, or a series of storms

Of the remaining possibilities for the deposition of the Sands Unit, the result of storm 
surge or tsunami action seems most likely (e.g., Scheffers et al., 2010; Williams, 2010). 
However, past and contemporary observations in the study area, together with modelled 
outputs of past and future wave and storm surges for the south coast of Ireland (e.g., 
Devoy et al., 2004; Wang et al., 2008; Gallagher et al., 2013, 2014, 2016; Gleeson et al., 
2013) (Figure 9), indicate that storm action only reaches maximum heights of <10-
12m ODM. Given knowledge of former sea level positions and coastal development in 
the region, there is no evidence that surge levels have been higher in the last c. 2000 
years (e.g., Duffy et al., 1999; Devoy et al., 2006; Delaney et al., 2012). Since the Sands 
Unit at Tralispean is developed predominantly at elevations above c. 10m ODM, and 
extends to heights of c. +18.5m ODM, this alone suggests that a storm event, or even a 
temporally linked series of storms, is unlikely to explain emplacement of the Sands Unit. 
It is recognised, however, that most coastal wave and storm deposits lack unique and 
conclusive sedimentary indicators of their origin, other than that they result from high-
energy hydrodynamic conditions (See Table 2 and Goff et al., 2012).

Impact of a tsunami caused by an earthquake, from a meteorite or asteroid 
impact, or submarine sediments slides 

Until recently, investigation of the sedimentary differences between storm, tsunami 
and other high-energy event deposits, has been limited, as has sedimentological and 
paleoenvironmental work aimed at defining the occurrence of these events (e.g., Baptista 
et al., 1998; Fujiwara et al., 2000; Bondevik et al., 2005; Kortekaas and Dawson, 2007; 
Goff et al., 2012; Bryant, 2014; Santiago-Fandiño et al., 2016).
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Table 2: Distinguishing features and characteristics of tsunami and storm deposits 
(Kortekaas and Dawson, 2007; Goff et al., 2001). Features present in Tralispean Sands Unit 
are highlighted in bold.

Evidence Tsunami Storm

Morphological
Washover fans occur behind breached 
barriers.

Washover fans occur behind breached 
barriers.

Stratigraphical

Stratigraphy and sedimentary units 
thin inland and become discontinuous
Fine inland
Erosional basal contact
Have a larger inland extent
Higher elevation.

Units thin inland and/or also
Fine inland
Erosional basal contact
Have a relative smaller inland extent.

Sedimentary

Boulders
One or more fining upward sequence, 
but sediments can be homogenous
Interclasts from underlying material
Loading structures at base
Bidirectional imbrication
Poorly sorted (particle size ranging 
from mud to boulders)
Sedimentary structures are very 
seldom found.

Boulder deposition has been reported
Fining upward sequences, or can be 
homogenous
Interclasts, not found
Loading structures do occur 
Unidirectional imbrication
Some sorting possible 
Sedimentary structures more common.

Geochemical
Increases in geochemical elements, 
indicative of a marine origin

No information found; but some 
similar signature is expected, due to 
marine origin of the sediments

Palaeontological

Marine fossils: possible presence of 
ostracoda, foraminifera and diatoms
Increased diversity (mixture marine 
and brackish fossils)
Fossil remains range from relatively 
well to poorly preserved
Plant debris/ fragments
Broken and whole shells, or shell-rich 
units
Rafting light materials (common) 
Buried plants at base.

Marine fossils: absence of ostracoda, 
presence of diatoms and foraminifera
Mixture of marine and fresh water 
fossils
Fossils poorly preserved
Plant debris/ fragments
Broken shell fragments
Rafting of light materials can happen 
Buried plants at base.

Summary of the 
key characteristics 
of tsunami event 
deposits

These include basal erosional surfaces in sediments, anomalous coarse sand 
layers, imbricated boulders, chaotic sedimentary bedding, together with the 
occurrence of rip-up mud clasts, normal and inverse particle size grading, 
a landward-fining trend for sediments, horizontal planar laminae, cross-
stratification, hummocky cross-stratification, massive sands, sediments rich in 
marine fossils, sands with high Potassium, Magnesium and Sodium elemental 
concentrations and sand injections (Shanmugam, 2012).
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These are significant gaps in existing coastal geomorphological research. Table 2 
provides a summary of the key sedimentary and other environmental features that may 
be used to identify and differentiate between deposits from tsunami and from storms 
respectively. Based on these characteristics, the following may be recognised as the best 
identifiers of tsunami sediments:
●● Poorly sorted sediments
●● Particle sizes ranging from mud to boulders
●● Deposits found at unusually high elevations
●● The presence of loading structures at the base of the deposit
●● Presence of large boulders and clasts, which have been rafted ashore
●● A large inland extent of marine sediments
●● Occurrence of relatively well-preserved fossils, as well as broken remains, and 

commonly with the inclusion of juvenile forms of organisms
●● The presence of ostracods, foraminifers and marine diatoms.

Many of the sedimentary structures and forms found in different tsunami deposits are 
common in character. However, most of the associated depositional features indicate only 
the high-energy nature, or the marine origin of the sediments (Albon et al., 1991; Dawson 
and Shi, 2000; Gelfenbaum and Jaffe, 2003; Jaffe et al., 2003; Engel and Bruckner, 2011). 
Storm deposits often show similar characteristics to those of tsunami and distinguishing 
storm from tsunami deposits is difficult (Kortekaas and Dawson, 2007; Devoy et al., 
1996; Farrell et al., 2015; Bryant, 2014; Goff et al., 2012; Haslett and Bryant, 2008). 
Evidence of tsunami-originating sediments may be split into three timeframes: data from 
modern events; those from history; and, those from prehistory (Tappin, 2007; Morton et 
al., 2007; Goff et al., 2012). Of these, observed data from modern-day events enable a 
direct link to be established between a tsunami event and its resulting deposits. To date, 
no contemporary observations of any tsunami impacts have been made in Ireland (Hall 
et al., 2010). 

While historical records of tsunami events impacting the Irish coast in the recent past 
exist, there are few of them (e.g., O’Brien et al., 2013). The publications and references 
that exist refer mostly to information for specific sites and locations and are of variable 
reliability, rather than dealing with generic coastal process issues and wider regional-
national evidence of former tsunami in Ireland. For the southwest region of Ireland, 
any interest in the possible potential impacts of tsunami on these coasts is very recent. 
Publications and references to this theme focus on the geomorphological impact of the 
Lisbon 1755 event, based upon the available map, historical and other archival records 
(Farrell et al., 2015; Rosscarbery and District Historical Society, 2015; Beese, 2015, 2017; 
Larkin, 2010; O’Brien et al., 2013; Jeffers, 2007; Politics Forum, 2009). Although much 
remains to be done on this theme, work now shows the significant changes that occurred 
with this event to the region’s soft sedimentary coasts, as recorded at, e.g., Kinsale, 
Dunworley Bay, Longstrand, Owenahincha and Rosscarbery. Although such records may 
provide useful supplementary evidence to support interpretation of observed possible 
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tsunami deposits, the use of sedimentary, stratigraphic and linked paleoenvironmental 
approaches are critical in identifying the existence of these events with greater certainty 
(e.g., Owen et al., 2013; Georgiopoulou et al., 2013; Wheeler and Devoy, 2002). As 
established at many locations outside of Ireland which evidence tsunami impacts, (e.g., in 
Britain, France, Portugal, New Zealand, Australia), use of these sedimentary techniques 
has also been valuable in establishing the significance of these high-wave energy events 
for past, present and possible future coastal process functioning (e.g., Goff et al., 2004, 
2012; Nichol et al., 2007; Haslett and Bryant, 2007, 2008; Delaney et al., 2012; Devoy, 
2015a).

Work by Kortekaas and Dawson (2007), Goff et al. (2012), Bryant (2014) and others 
indicates that sedimentary sequences arising both from storms and from tsunami may 
either have fining upward grain size, or else can be homogenous in character (Table 2). 
These authors emphasise that tsunami deposits commonly show enormous variability in 
their sedimentary characteristics. In some locations, tsunami sediments can be represented 
by a single homogenous layer of sand, while elsewhere these events are represented by a 
complex of sedimentary layers containing stratigraphic evidence of sediments reworking 
and re-deposition (e.g., Jaffe and Gelfenbaum, 2002, 2007; Jaffe et al., 2003). It is also 
likely that on rocky coasts, where sediment supply is restricted, former tsunami can leave 
no traces at all. Given such diversity in tsunami sediments, it is clearly challenging and 
difficult to unambiguously distinguish sediments they may produce from those resulting 
from storm surge or, in some circumstances, even from longer term changes in sea-level 
(e.g., Dawson and Shi, 2000; Goff et al., 2012). 

Table 2 also highlights that a more consistent feature of tsunami events is that their 
deposits can generally be traced further inland and to a higher elevation than those 
of storms (Dawson and Stewart, 2007; Dawson, 1999; Devi et al., 2013; Smith et al., 
2007; Bourgeois, 2009; Chagué-Goff et al., 2002; Kortekaas and Dawson, 2007; Goff et 
al., 2012), though storms are recorded as throwing large boulders onto cliff tops >35m 
ODM on Ireland’s western coasts (Carter 1988; Williams and Hall, 2004; Williams, 2010; 
Jeffers, 2007; Scheffers et al., 2010; O’Brien et al., 2013; Dewey and Ryan, 2017). Due 
to the magnitude of energy and wave hydrodynamics of tsunamis, the associated wave 
run-up is able to reach progressively higher elevations onshore before terrain frictional 
and water volume loss factors lead to the dissipation of the wave (Foster et al., 1991). As 
noted, the Sands Unit at Tralispean extends to c. +18.5m ODM and approximately 90m 
inland from the seaward-facing cliff at its western margin. It is improbable that a storm 
could deposit marine sediments at these elevations and this far inland. Increased terrain 
friction, as presented by the Drishane Point headland, significantly reduces the inland 
and upward extent of storm waves and their ability to transport and deposit sediments 
(Morton et al., 2007; Henderson, 2015, pers. comm.) 

A further significant characteristic of many tsunami is their capability to deposit 
boulder to cobble-sized clasts up to several kilometres inland, depending upon the shore 
gradient, wave amplitude and run-up (e.g., Dawson et al., 1995; Nichol et al., 2003; 
Menzies, 2003; Bryant, 2014). This has been observed and reported for tsunami deposits 
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from several parts of the world: for example, Dawson and Shi (2000) observed coral 
boulders derived from adjacent areas of a reef in Indonesia after the Flores tsunami; while 
Bourrouilh-Le Jan and Talandier (1985) described areas of coral reef in Tuamoto (French 
Polynesia) where large numbers of boulders up to 750m³ have been transported across 
the atoll rim and into a lagoon. The Sands Unit at Tralispean also contains numerous 
megaclasts, composed of the same rock types as are exposed along the present-day 
shore and in the many rock outcrops across the study area. Some of these boulders have 
been excavated and moved by the present landowner and stacked in piles around the 
eastern side of the site (Henderson, 2015, pers. comm.), but many remain in situ within 
the sands and were imaged by GPR (Figure 8). The undisturbed boulders mostly show 
a predominant west-east alignment, co-incident with the axis of the trough-shaped 
site that the deposit lies in, and consistent with the route way that any hydrodynamic 
event affecting the site would have had to follow. The dominant direction of approach 
of contemporary open-water swell and storm waves impacting these coasts is from the 
southwest and west (e.g., Orford, 1989; Devoy et al., 2004; Wang et al., 2008; Gallagher 
et al., 2014), and this is likely to also apply to the propagation of any tsunami from the 
North Atlantic region into the area, as with the 1755 Lisbon event (National Ocean and 
Atmosphere Administration, 2017; Jeffers, 2007). 

The boulders in the Sands Unit are concentrated at the base of the sediments, though 
a thin layer of sands underlies many of them. Their shape reflects the semi-regular joints 
and bedding planes observed in the bedrock (Figure 7) and they probably result from 
shearing by wave, or possibly former ice erosive action although their surfaces lack any 
evidence of striae or ice abrasion, making it unlikely that they are primary glacial erratics. 
However, this is not in itself a conclusive indicator of origin here, given the nature of the 
geology of this area (Lewis, 1977; Harrison and Mighall, 2002). Some erratics and mass-
moved boulders do occur on the slopes surrounding the site, as might be expected in this 
glaciated environment with ice retreat occurring only c. 14,000-16,000 years ago (Devoy, 
2005; Coxon et al., 2017). It is probable that, in any tsunami affecting the area, all available 
loose surface debris would have been swept up in the progress of the water wave over 
the terrain, and incorporated into the subsequent deposits. In geomorphological terms, 
evidence for this course of events is necessarily slim. However, given the stratigraphic 
association of the boulders within the shelly sands, it is more likely that the majority 
of them were rafted up from former shore zone and deposited, along with the sands in 
which they occur, by high-energy wave action. A tsunami would be a likely explanation 
for this type of deposition (Morton et al., 2007; Tuttle et al., 2004). 



24 Investigation of an Elevated Sands Unit at Tralispean Bay, South-West Ireland – Potential High-Energy Marine Event

Conclusions
This study reports on a newly discovered high-elevation coastal sedimentary sequence 
at Tralispean, southwest Ireland. The preliminary conclusion reached from the site 
sedimentary and paleoenvironmental information is that this deposit is not the result 
of human activity, nor of more frequent agents of coastal changes such as storms, but 
potentially shows the impact on the coast of a tsunami. 

The date of occurrence of this event is problematic, as it is currently based on a single 
radiocarbon date and more definitive evidence is needed before any firm conclusion 
regarding date can be reached. The next phase of work at the site will focus on seeking this 
evidence. Although the supporting litho- and biostratigraphic data are consistent with a 
recent/ historical age for the event, we are not aware of any historical or sedimentary data 
to indicate a mid-15th Century tsunami in Ireland. Given the lack of any other supporting 
historical evidence for tsunami in the region, it is more likely that the event recorded at 
Tralispean/ the Sands Unit is of the 1755 Lisbon tsunami, for which some documentary 
records do exist for the southern coasts of Ireland. 

Whatever the age of the sands, the fact of their existence is relevant to understanding 
Ireland’s coastal geomorphology, since they clearly indicate the operation of an extreme 
event in the past, and the potential for similar future events in the future. Further, while 
historical and anecdotal accounts of past tsunami impacts in Ireland exist, the Tralispean 
site potentially provides the first investigated physical and sedimentary evidence of 
such an event in Ireland. Other sites with similar high-level marine sands have now 
been tentatively identified and will be investigated in follow-up work as part of wider 
programme of extreme event research in Ireland’s coastal zone. Further research is now 
required, including:
●● Thorough exploration and analysis of historical documentary and linked records, in 

Ireland and wider afield, with particular focus on references to coastal catastrophes 
and rare events;

●● Linking the historical records to greater understanding of large-scale coastal processes, 
such as driven by storm surges and tsunami;

●● Further in-depth investigation of the site at Tralispean, including additional 
geotechnical surveys, as well as stratigraphic, sedimentary and paleoenvironmental 
examinations, particularly of the back barrier and valley reedswamp environments;

●● Numerical hydrodynamic modelling of the Tralispean area to reconstruct and 
evaluate alternative scenarios for the passage of a tsunami wave at the site and of the 
magnitude of the event recorded in the sedimentary data examined;

●● The provision of more radiometric dates from the peat profile, from the boundary 
contacts with the Sands Unit. In addition, other dating techniques need to be applied 
to the sands themselves e.g., optically stimulated luminescence (OSL) dating. This 
work is needed to establish a firm age for the sedimentary data and to help validate 
the conceptual understanding of the environmental changes that took place at the 
site;
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●● Searching for, and examination of, other sites on the southwest coast of Ireland that 
might also contain sedimentary or other evidence for this inferred tsunami event.

It is also important to assess the significance of the sediments at Tralispean for coastal 
functioning in the wider Northeast Atlantic region, while identifying the source of the 
tsunami event that impacted Tralispean may potentially yield useful information that 
could help reduce the scale of damage from future such megascale events. Recognising 
that the instantaneous reorganising of soft sedimentary coasts that result from tsunami 
is likely to be rare in Ireland, the similar impacts of megastorms operating under climate 
warming will be more frequent in future. Identifying the signature of former such high 
energy events, such as tsunami and megastorms, on Ireland’s coasts will be helpful now 
in developing suitable local-regional level management and coastal protection responses 
(IPCC, 2014a, 2014b; Devoy, 2015a; Neuman et al., 2015; Sanchez-Arcilla et al., 2016; 
National Climate Change Advisory Council, 2018; UK Climate Change Committee, 2017; 
EPA, 2018). Finally, continued development of the methods used to distinguish between 
storm and tsunami deposits could aid tsunami identification elsewhere, enabling the 
more accurate mapping of their spatial and temporal occurrence, as well as providing 
additional help in coastal hazards planning and management. 

Acknowledgements
The authors thank Murphy’s Surveys, Cork, Ireland for their generosity in sponsoring 

the fieldwork in providing the GPR equipment and technical support. Sincere thanks are 
also given to the MaREI centre for providing resources and the meeting space to write 
this paper; to the Department of Geography, UCC for funding the radiocarbon dating; 
and to Ms Mary Murphy and Roisin Murphy for their time and expertise in the laboratory 
processing of the sediment samples. Especial thanks are due to the Rt. Rev. Richard 
and Anita Henderson, the landowners at Tralispean who brought the occurrence of the 
shelly sands to our attention and continued to be helpful and hospitable throughout the 
fieldwork. 



26 Investigation of an Elevated Sands Unit at Tralispean Bay, South-West Ireland – Potential High-Energy Marine Event

References
Albon, A.J., Bardell, K.M., Fletcher, J.L., Jardine, 

T.C., Mothers, R.J., Pritchard, M.A. and Turner, 
S.E., 1991. High Energy Coastal Sedimentary 
Deposits; An evaluation of depositional processes 
in southwest England. Earth Surface Processes and 
Landforms, 16: 341-356.

Baptista, M.A., Heitor, S., Miranda, J.M., 
Miranda, P. and Mendes V.L., 1998. The 1755 
Lisbon tsunami: evaluation of the tsunami 
parameters. Journal of Geodynamics, 25(2): 
143-157.

Beese, A., 2015. Preliminary reconstruction of the 
impact of the 1755 tsunami (Lisbon earthquake) 
on the West Cork coast. Irish Geomorphology 
Group workshop. http://irishgeomorphology.
wixsite.com/home/iggy-workshop-nov-2015.

Beese, A., 2017. Cork’s Earthquake of 1755: 
Interpreted as a Seismic Seiche. CarraigEX Press, 
115 Deerpark, Friar’s Walk, Cork. 

Beta Analytic Inc., USA, 2015. Radiocarbon 
Dating: An introduction. http://www.
radiocarbon.com/about-carbon-dating.htm. 
(Accessed 24 June 2015). 

Beven, K.J. and Freer, J., 2001. Equifinality, data 
assimilation, and uncertainty estimation in 
mechanistic modelling of complex environmental 
systems, Journal of Hydrology, 249: 11-29.

Bondevik, S., Lovholt, F., Harbitz, C., Mangerud, 
J., Dawson, A. and Svendsen, J.I., 2005. 
The Storegga Slide tsunami – comparing field 
observations with numerical simulations. Journal 
of Marine and Petroleum Geology, 22: 195-208.

Bourgeois, J., 2009. Geological effects and records 
of tsunamis. In: A. Robinson and E. Bernard, 
(Eds). Tsunamis. The Sea. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 53-91.

Bourrouilh-Le Jan, F. and Talandier, J., 1985. 
Sédimentation et fracturation de haute énergie 
en milieu récifal: Tsunamis, ouragans et 
cyclones et leurs effets sur la sédimentologie 
et la géomorphologie d’un atoll: Motu et hoa, 
à Rangiroa, Tuamotu, Pacifique SE. Journal of 
Marine Geology, 67(3-4): 263-333. 

Bowen, D.Q., Sykes, G.A., Reeves, A., Miller, G.H., 
Andrews, J.T., Brew, J.S. and Hare, P.F., 1985. 
Amino acid geochronology of raised beaches in 
south west Britain. Quaternary Science Reviews, 
4, 279-318.

Bryant, E., 2014. Tsunami: The Underrated Hazard. 
Dordrecht: Springer and Chichester: Praxis 
Books.

Carter, R.W.G., 1988. Coastal Environments. 
London: Academic Press.

Carter, R.W.G. and Woodroffe, C.D., 1994. 
Coastal Evolution: Late Quaternary Shoreline 
Morphodynamics. Cambridge, United Kingdom: 
Cambridge University Press.

Carter, R.W.G., Devoy, R.J.N. and Shaw, J., 
1989. Holocene sea-levels in Ireland. Journal of 
Quaternary Science, 4(1), 7-24.

Chagué-Goff, C., Dawson, S., Goff, J.R., 
Zachariasen, J., Berryman, K.R., Garnett, D.L., 
Waldron, H.M. and Mildenhall, D.C., 2002. A 
tsunami (ca. 6300 years BP) and other Holocene 
environmental changes, northern Hawke’s Bay, 
New Zealand. Journal of Sedimentary Geology 
150: 89-102.

Church, J.A., Clark, P.U., Cazenave, A., Gregory, 
J.M.,  Jevrejeva,  S., Levermann, A., Merrifield, 
M.A., Milne, G.A., Nerem, R.S., Nunn,  P.D., 
Payne, A.J., Pfeffer, W.T., Stammer, D. and 
Unnikrishnan, A.S., 2013: Sea Level Change. 
In: Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science 
Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fifth 
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change [T.F. Stocker, D. Qin, G.-K. 
Plattner, M. Tignor, S.K. Allen, J. Boschung, A. 
Nauels, Y. Xia, V. Bex and P.M. Midgley (eds)]. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United 
Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. 

Cooper, J.A.G. and Cummins, V. (Eds), 2009. 
Coastal Management in Northwest Europe. 
Amsterdam: Elsevier.

Cooper, J.A.G. and Pilkey, O.H., 2012. Pitfalls 
of Shoreline Stabilization: Selected Case Studies. 
Dordrecht: Springer.

Coxon, P., McCarron, S. and Mitchell, F. (Eds), 
2017. Advances in Irish Quaternary Studies. 
Amsterdam: Atlantis Press.

Coxon, P., McCarron, S. and Mitchell, F., 2017. 
Advances in Irish Quaternary Studies. Atlantis 
Press, Dublin/ Springer, New York.

Cronin, A., 2015. A study of Late Post-Glacial 
Elevated Marine Sediments at Tralispean, West 
Cork: A suspected tsunami deposit. Unpublished 
MSc Thesis, University College Cork, Ireland.

Crossland, C.J., Kremer, H.H., Lindeboom, H.J., 
Marshall Crossland, J.I. and Le Tissier, M.D., 
2005. Coastal Fluxes in the Anthropocene. Berlin: 
Springer-Verlag. 

Davidson-Arnott, R., 2010. Introduction to coastal 
processes geomorphology. Cambridge University 
Press.



27Irish Geography

Dawson, A.G., Elliott, L., Mayewski, P., Lockett, 
P., Noone, S., Hickey, K., Holt, T., Wadhams, 
P. and Foster, I.D.L., 2003. Late Holocene North 
Atlantic climate ‘seesaws’ and Greenland ice 
sheet (GISP2) palaeoclimates. The Holocene, 13, 
381-392. 

Dawson, A.G., 1999. Linking tsunami deposits, 
submarine slides and offshore earthquakes. 
Journal of Quaternary International, 60: 119-126.

Dawson, A.G. and Shi, S., 2000. Tsunami deposits. 
Journal of Pure and Applied Geophysics, 157: 
875-897.

Dawson, A.G. and Stewart, I., 2007. Tsunami 
deposits in the geological record. Journal of 
Sedimentary Geology, 200: 166-183.

Dawson, A.G., Elliott, L., Mayewski, P., Lockett, 
P., Noone, S., Hickey, K., Holt, T., Wadhams, 
P. and Foster, I.D.L., 2003. Late Holocene North 
Atlantic climate ‘seesaws’ and Greenland ice 
sheet (GISP2) palaeoclimates. The Holocene, 13, 
381-392.

Delaney, C.A, Devoy, R.J.N. and Jennings, S.A., 
2012. Mid- to Late-Holocene Relative Sea-level 
and Sedimentary Changes on European Atlantic 
Coasts: Evidence from Castlemaine Harbour, 
Southwest Ireland. In, P.J. Duffy, D. Butler and P. 
Nugent (Eds), Festschrift For Professor William J. 
Smyth. Dublin: Geography Publications, 697-746.

Devi, K., Vijaya, Lakshmi, C.S., Raicy, M.C., 
Srinivasan, P., Murthy, S.G.N., Hussain, S.M., 
Buynevich, I. and Rajesh R.N., 2013. Integrated 
approach of assessing sedimentary characteristics 
of onshore sand deposits on the Velankanni coast, 
Tamil Nadu, India: sheds light on extreme wave 
event signatures. Journal of Coastal Conservation, 
17(1): 167-178. doi:10.1007/s11852-012-
0228-x 

Devoy, R.J.N., 1979. Flandrian sea-level changes 
and vegetational history of the lower Thames 
estuary. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society of London, B285 (1010), 355-410. 

Devoy, R.J.N., 1982. Analysis of the geological 
evidence for Holocene sea-level movements in 
southeast England. Proceedings of the Geologists’ 
Association, 93 (1), 65-90.

Devoy, R.J.N., 1983. Late Quaternary shorelines in 
Ireland: an assessment of their implications for 
isostatic land movement and relative sea-level 
changes. In, D.E. Smith and A. Dawson (Eds), 
Shorelines and Isostasy, 227-254. Institute of 
British Geographers Special Publication No. 16. 
London: Academic Press.

Devoy, R.J.N., 1987. Sea Surface Studies: A Global 
View. London: Croom Helm-Chapman & Hall. 

Devoy, R.J.N., 2000. Implications of accelerated 
sea-level rise (ASLR) for Ireland. In: de la Vega-
Leinert, A. C., Nicholls, R. J. and Tol, R. S. J. 
(Eds), European Vulnerability and Adaptation to 
Impacts of Accelerated Sea-level Rise. Proceedings 
of SURVAS Expert Workshop, ZMK, University 
of Hamburg, 19-21 June 2000. Flood Hazards 
Research Centre, Middlesex University, UK, pp.52-
67.

Devoy, R.J.N., 2005. Cork city and the evolution 
of the Lee Valley. In, J. Crowley, R.J.N. Devoy, 
D. Linehan, D. and P. O’Flanagan, (Eds), Atlas of 
Cork City, 7-16. Cork, Ireland: Cork University 
Press.

Devoy, R.J.N., 2008. Coastal Vulnerability and the 
Implications of Sea-Level Rise for Ireland. Journal 
of Coastal Research 24 (2): 325-341.

Devoy, R.J.N., 2009. Iveragh’s coasts and 
mountains. In, J. Crowley and J. Sheehan (Eds), 
The Iveragh Peninsula: A Cultural Atlas of The Ring 
of Kerry, 33-44, Cork, Ireland: Cork University 
Press. ISBN97801859184301.

Devoy, R.J.N., 2015a. The development and 
management of the Dingle Bay spit-barriers 
of southwest Ireland. In, G. Randazzo, J.A.G. 
Cooper and D.W. Jackson, (Eds), Sand and Gravel 
Spits. Coastal Research Library 12, Springer 
International Publishing, Switzerland, 139-180. 
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-13716-2_9.

Devoy, R.J.N., 2015b. Sea-level Rise: Causes, 
Impacts and Scenarios for Change. In, J. Ellis, and 
D. Sherman, (Eds), Coastal and Marine Hazards, 
Risks and Disasters. Amsterdam: Elsevier, 197-
242.

Devoy, R., Carter, R. and Jennings, S., 1996. 
Coastal stratigraphies as indicators of 
environmental changes upon European Atlantic 
Coasts in the Late Holocene. Journal of Coastal 
Research, 12(3): 564-588.

Devoy, R.J.N., Cronin, A. and Bartlett, D.J., 2015. 
High level sediments in West Cork: Evidence 
for the Impact of a 15th Century tsunami in 
Southwest Ireland. Paper presented in, Extreme 
Earth: Events that Shaped the Quaternary, Annual 
Symposium of the Irish Quaternary Association 
(IQUA) and the Irish Geomorphology Group 
(IGGY), 27-28 November 2015, Geological 
Survey of Ireland, Dublin. 

Devoy, R.J.N., Delaney, C., Carter, R. W. G. and 
Jennings, S. C., 1996. Coastal stratigraphies 
as indicators of environmental changes upon 
European Atlantic coasts in the late Holocene. 
Journal of Coastal Research, 12 (3), 564-588.



28 Investigation of an Elevated Sands Unit at Tralispean Bay, South-West Ireland – Potential High-Energy Marine Event

Devoy, R.J.N., Navarre, P., Vijaykumar, N., 
Gault, J. and Cronin, K., 2004. A forty year 
wave hindcast atlas of Irish and neighbouring 
European shelf waters: Final report. In, C.G. 
Guedes Soares (Ed), Hindcast of Dynamic 
Processes of the Ocean and Coastal Areas of Europe 
(HIPOCAS): Final Report. Contract EVK2-
CT1999-00038. (Commission of the European 
Communities, Brussels, 2004.) 

Devoy, R.J.N., Nichol, S.L. and Sinnott, A.M., 
2006. Holocene sea-level and sedimentary 
changes on the South Coast of Ireland. Journal of 
Coastal Research, SI 39, 145-149. 

Dewey, J. and Ryan, P., 2017. Storm, rogue 
wave, or tsunami origin for megaclast deposits 
in Western Ireland and North Island, New 
Zealand. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 114 (50): E10639 – E10647 https//doi.
org/10.1073/pnas.1713233114. 

Dickin, A.P., 2008. Radiogenic Isotope Geology (2nd 
ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
ISBN 9780521530170.

Drewry, D., 1986. Glacial Geologic Processes. 
London: Arnold. 

Dronkers, J., 2005. Dynamics of Coastal Systems. 
Advanced Series in Ocean Engineering, 25, 
London: World Scientific Publishing Co.

Duffy, M. and Devoy, R.J.N., 1999. Contemporary 
process controls on the evolution of sedimentary 
coasts under low to high-energy regimes: western 
Ireland. Geologie en Mijnbouw, 77: 333-349. 

Edwards, K.J. and Warren, W.P., 1985. The 
Quaternary History of Ireland. Academic Press.

Ehlers, J., Gibbard, P.L. and Rose, J., 1991. Glacial 
Deposits in Great Britain and Ireland. Rotterdam: 
Balkema.

Ellis, J. and Sherman, D. (Eds), 2015. Coastal and 
Marine Hazards, Risks and Disasters. Amsterdam: 
Elsevier.

Engel, M. and Bruckner, H., 2011. The 
Identification of Palaeo-tsunami deposits – A 
Major Challenge in Coastal Sedimentary 
Research. Journal of Coastline Reports, 17: 65-80. 

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), 2018. 
Climate Risk Ireland: National Risk Assessment 
of Impacts of Climate Change. MaREI Centre for 
Marine Renewable Energy Ireland, University 
College Cork. 

Farrell, E.J., Ellis, J.T. and Hickey, K.R., 2015. 
Tsunami case studies. In, J.T. Ellis and D.J. 
Sherman (Eds), Coastal and Marine Hazards, 
Risks and Disasters, 93-128. Amsterdam: Elsevier. 

Feehan, J. and O’Donovan, J., 1996. The Bogs of 
Ireland. An Introduction to the Natural, Cultural 
and Industrial Heritage of Irish Peatlands, 
Environmental Institute, University College, 
Dublin.

Font, E., Veiga-Pires, C., Pozo, M., Nave, S., 
Coastas, S., Munoz, F.R., Abad, M., Simos, 
N., Duarte, S. and Rodriguez-Vidal, J., 2013. 
Benchmarks and sediment source(s) of the 1755 
Lisbon tsunami deposit at Boca do Rio Estuary. 
Journal of Marine Geology, 343: 1-14.

Foster, I.D.L., Albon, A.J., Bardell, K.M., Fletcher, 
J.L., Jardine, T.C., Mothers, R.J., Pritchard, 
M.A. and Turner, S.E., 1991. High energy 
coastal sedimentary deposits; an evaluation of 
depositional processes in southwest England. 
Journal of Earth Surface Processes and Landforms, 
16(4): 341-356.

Fujiwara, O., Masuda, F., Sakai, T., Irizuki, T. and 
Fuse, K., 2000. Tsunami deposits in Holocene 
bay mud in Southern Kanto region, Pacific coast 
of central Japan. Journal of Sedimentary Geology, 
135: 219-230.

Gallagher, S., Tiron, R. and Dias, F., 2013. A 
detailed investigation of the nearshore wave 
climate and the nearshore wave energy resource 
on the west coast of Ireland, in: Proceedings of 
the ASME 2013 32nd International Conference on 
Ocean, Offshore and Arctic Engineering OMAE13, 
Nantes, France, 2013.

Gallagher, S., Tiron, R. and Dias, F., 2014. A 
long-term nearshore wave hindcast for Ireland: 
Atlantic and Irish Sea coasts (1979-2012), Ocean 
Dynamics 64 (8) 1163 1180, http://dx.doi.
org/10.1007/s10236-014-0728-3.

Gallagher, S., Tiron, R., Whelan, E., Gleeson, 
Dias, F. and McGrath, R., 2016. The nearshore 
wind and wave potential of Ireland: A high 
resolution assessment of availability and 
accessibility. Renewable Energy, 88, 494-516. 

Gelfenbaum, G. and Jaffe, B., 2003. Erosion and 
Sedimentation from the 17 July, 1998 Papua 
New Guinea Tsunami. Journal of Pure and Applied 
Geophysics, 160: 1969-1999.

Georgiopoulou, A., Shannon, P.M., Sacchetti, 
F., Haughton, P.D.W. and Benetti, S., 2013. 
Basement-controlled multiple slope collapses, 
Rockall Bank Slide Complex, North East Atlantic. 
Marine Geology, 336, 198-214.

Gilbertson, D.D., Schwenninger, J.L., Kemp, 
R.A. and Rhodes, E.J., 1999. Sand-drift 
and soil formation along an exposed North 
Atlantic coastline: 14,000 years of diverse 
geomorphological, climatic and human impacts. 
Journal of Archaeological Science 26: 439-469.



29Irish Geography

Gleeson, E., McGrath, R. and Treanor, M., 2013. 
Ireland’s climate: the road ahead. Dublin: Mét 
Eireann.

Goff, J.R., Chague-Goff, C., Nichol, S., Jaffe, B. 
and Dominey-Howes, D., 2012. Progress in 
palaeotsunami research. Sedimentary Geology, 
243-244, 70-88.

Goff, J.R., Murray Hicks, D. and Hurren, H., 
2001. Tsunami geomorphology in New Zealand: 
A new method for exploring the evidence of past 
tsunamis, Taihoro Nukurangi: NIWA.

Goff, J.R., Wells, A., Chague-Goff, C., Nichol, S.L. 
and Devoy, R.J.N., 2004. The elusive AD 1826 
tsunami, South Westland, New Zealand. New 
Zealand Geographer, 60 (2): 28-39.

Hall, A.M., Hansom, V.J.D. and Williams, D.M., 
2010. Wave-Emplaced Coarse Debris and 
Megaclasts in Ireland and Scotland: Boulder 
Transport in a High-Energy Littoral Environment: 
A Discussion. Journal of Geology, 118, 699-704.

Hardisty, J., 1990. Beaches: Form and Process. 
Chichester, Wiley.

Hardisty, J., 1994. Beach and Nearshore sediment 
transport. In, K. Pye, (Ed), Sediment Transport 
and Depositional Processes. Unwin Hyman, 
London.

Harrison, S. and Mighall, T.M., 2002. The 
Quaternary of South West Ireland: Field Guide. 
London: Quaternary Research Association.

Hart, M.G., 1986. Geomorphology: Pure and 
Applied. Allen & Unwin, London.

Haslett, S.K. and Bryant, E.A., 2007. 
Reconnaissance of historic (post-AD 1000) 
high-energy deposits along the Atlantic coasts of 
southwest Britain, Ireland and Brittany, France. 
Marine Geology, 2007, 242(1-3), 207-220. 

Haslett, S.K. and Bryant, E.A., 2008. Historic 
tsunami in Britain since AD 1000: a review. 
Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences, 
8: 587-601. https://doi.org/10.5194/
nhess-8-587-2008.

Heiri, O., Lotter, A. and Lemcke, G. 2001. 
Loss on Ignition as a Method for Estimating 
Organic and Carbonate Content in Sediments: 
Reproducibility and Comparability of Results. 
Journal of Paleolimnology. 25: 101. https://doi.
org/10.1023/A:1008119611481

Hickey, K. 2015.  The impact of the 1755 tsunami 
on Ireland and records of other tsunami events. 
In, Rosscarberry and District Historical Society, 
Impact of the 1755 Tsunami on the West Cork 
Coast: Does the Folklore Fit with the Science? 
One-Day Conference in the Rosscarberry 
Annual Summer School, 23 October 2015, 

Celtic Ross Hotel, Rosscarbery, County Cork. 
RosscarberryAnnualSchool@gmail.com

Huntley, D.J. and Clague, J.J., 1996. Optical 
dating of tsunami-laid sands. Quaternary 
Research, 46(2): 127-140.

Hussain, S., 2010. Ostracoda as an aid in 
identifying 2004 tsunami sediments: a report 
from SE coast of India. Journal Natural Hazards 
513: 513-522.

Hussain, S.M., Krishnamurthy, R., Suresh 
Gandhi, M., Ilayaraja, K., Ganesan, P. and 
Mohan, S.P., 2006. Micropalaeontological 
investigations on tsunamigenic sediments of 
Andaman Islands. Journal of Current Science, 
91(12), 1655-1667.

IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change), 2014a. Contribution of Working Group 
I to the Fifth Assessment Report on Climate Change 
2013: The Physical Science Basis. Cambridge, 
United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. 

IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change), 2014b. Climate Change 2014: Synthesis 
Report. Copenhagen.

Jaffe, B.E. and Gelfenbaum, G., 2002. Using 
tsunami deposits to improve assessment of 
tsunami risk. Journal of Solutions to Coastal 
Disasters, 72: 836-847.

Jaffe, B.E. and Gelfenbaum, G., 2007. A simple 
model for calculating tsunami flow speed from 
tsunami deposits. Journal of Sedimentary Geology, 
200: 347-361.

Jaffe, B.E., Gelfenbaum, G., Rubin, D.M., Peters, 
R., Anima, R., Swensson, M., Olcese, D., 
Anticona, L.B., Gomez, J.C. and Riega, P.C., 
2003. Identification and Interpretation of tsunami 
deposits from the June 23, 2001 Perú tsunami. 
Corpus Christi: World Scientific Publishing Corp 
and East Meets West Productions.

Jeffers, M., 2007. A Study of Tsunami Risk and 
Vulnerability on Ireland’s West Coast. Unpublished 
B.A. (Geography) Dissertation TI 351, National 
University of Ireland, Galway.

Jones, R.L and Keen, D.H., 1996. Pleistocene 
Environments in the British Isles. London: 
Chapman and Hall.

Knight, J., Coxon, P., McCabe, A.M. and 
McCarron, S.G., 2004. Pleistocene glaciations 
in Ireland. In, J. Ehlers and P.L. Gibbard (Eds), 
Quaternary Glaciations – Extent and Chronology: 
Part 1: Europe. Amsterdam: Elsevier 183-191.



30 Investigation of an Elevated Sands Unit at Tralispean Bay, South-West Ireland – Potential High-Energy Marine Event

Kortekaas, S. and Dawson, A., 2007. 
Distinguishing tsunami and storm deposits: An 
example from Martinhal, SW Portugal. Journal of 
Sedimentary Geology, 200: 208-221.

Koster, B., Hadler, H., Vott, A. and Reicherter, K., 
2013. Application of GPR for visualising spatial 
distribution and internal structures of tsunami 
deposits – Case studies from Spain and Greece. 
Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie, 57(4): 29-45.

Koster, B., Hoffmann, G., Grützner, C. and 
Reicherter, K., 2014. Ground penetrating radar 
facies of inferred tsunami deposits on the shores 
of the Arabian Sea (Northern Indian Ocean). 
Marine Geology, 351, 13-24.

Koster, B., Reicherter, K., Vott, A. and Grutzner, 
C., 2011. The evidence of tsunamigenic deposits 
in the Gulf of Corinth (Greece) with geophysical 
methods for spatial distribution. Journal of 
Earthquake Archaeology, 2: 107-110.

Lange, W. and Moon, V., 2007. Tsunami wash over 
deposits, Tawharanui, New Zealand. Journal of 
Sedimentary Geology, 200: 232-247.

Larkin, J., 2010. Innishannon’s Tsunami. 
Innishannon Candlelight, Cork.

Lewis, C.A., 1977. South and South West Ireland: 
Guidebook for INQUA Excursion A15. Norwich, 
U.K.: Geo Abstracts. 

Lowe, J.J. and Walker, M.J.G., 1997. 
Reconstructing Quaternary Environments. 
London: Longman.

Lozano, I., Devoy, R. J. N., May, W. and Andersen 
U., 2004. Storminess and vulnerability along the 
Atlantic coastlines of Europe: analysis of storm 
records and of a greenhouse gases induced climate 
scenario. Marine Geology, 210, 205-225.

McCabe, A.M., 1987. Quaternary deposits and 
glacial stratigraphy in Ireland. Quaternary Science 
Reviews 6: 259-299.

McMillan, N., 1968. British Shells. Frederick Warne 
and Co. Ltd., London.

Malvern Mastersizer 2000 User Manual, 2007. 
MAN0384-1.0. Malvern Instruments Ltd., Enigma 
Business Park, Grovewood Road, Malvern, Worc. 
WR14 1XZ, UK. 

Masselink, G., Hughes, M.G. and Knight, J., 
2011. Introduction to Coastal Processes and 
Geomorphology. London: Hodder Education.

Menzies, G., 2003. 1421: The Year China Discovered 
the World. London: Bantam Books.

McCabe, A.M. and O’Cofaigh, C., 1996. Upper 
Pleistocene facies sequences and relative sea-level 
trends along the south coast of Ireland. Journal of 
Sedimentary Research, 66: 376-390.

McCarron and Coxon, 2009.Cenozoic: Tertiary 
and Quaternary (until 11,700 years before 2000). 
In, C.H. Holland and I.S. Sanders (Eds), The 
Geology of Ireland (2nd ed.), 355-396. Dunedin 
Academic Press.

Moore, P.D. and Webb, J.A., 1978. An Illustrated 
Guide to Pollen Analysis. Hodder and Stoughton, 
London.

Morton, R.A., Gelfenbaum, G. and Jaffe, B.E., 
2007. Physical criteria for distinguishing sandy 
tsunami and storm deposits using modern 
examples. Journal of Sedimentary Geology, 200: 
184-207.

National Climate Change Advisory Council, 
2018. Report of the Climate Adaptation 
Committee. Climate Change Advisory Council, 
McCumiskey House, Dublin, ISBN 978-1-84095-
723-5. 

National Ocean and Atmosphere Administration, 
2017. Tsunami. Available at www.tsunami.noaa.
com (Accessed 1st February 2017)

Neumann, B., Vafeidis, A.T., Zimmermann, J. and 
Nicholls, R.J., 2015. Future coastal population 
growth and exposure to sea-level rise and coastal 
flooding – a global assessment. PLoS ONE, 10(3): 
e0118571.

Nichol, S.L., Goff, J.R., Devoy, R.J.N., Chague-
Goff, C., Hayward, B. and Innes, I., 2007. 
Lagoon subsidence and tsunami on the West 
Coast of New Zealand. Sedimentary Geology, 200, 
248-262.

Nichol, S.L., Lian, O.B. and Carter, C.H., 2003. 
Sheet-gravel evidence for a late Holocene 
tsunami run-up on beach dunes, Great Barrier 
Island, New Zealand. Sedimentary Geology, 155, 
129-145.

O’Brien, L., Dudley, J.M. and Dias, F., 2013. 
Extreme wave events in Ireland: 14 680 
BP–2012. Natural Hazards and Earth System 
Science, 13: 625-648. www.nat-hazards-earth-
syst-sci.net/13/625/2013/doi:10.5194/
nhess-13-625-2013

Orford, J.D., 1989. A review of tides, currents 
and waves in the Irish Sea. In, J.C. Sweeney 
(Ed), The Irish Sea: A Resource at Risk, Chp.3, 
18-46. Geographical Society of Ireland, Special 
Publications Number 3., Dublin.



31Irish Geography

O’Shea, M. and Murphy, J., 2013. Predicting and 
monitoring the evolution of a coastal barrier 
dune system post breaching. J Coastal Res 29: 
38-55.

Owen, M., Day, S., Long, D. and Maslin, M., 2010. 
Investigations on the Peach 4 Debbrite, a Late 
Pleistocene Mass Movement on the Northwest 
British Continental Margin. In, Submarine Mass 
Movements and Their Consequences. Series on 
Advances in Natural and Technological Hazards 
Research. Springer, Austin, Texas, USA. 

Politics Forum, 2009. The 1755 and 1761 tsunamis 
in Ireland. Available at: http://www.politics.
ie/forum/history/65636-1755-1761-tsunamis-
ireland.html [Accessed 24 July 2015].

Randazzo, G., Cooper, J.A.G. and Jackson, D.W. 
(Eds), 2015. Sand and Gravel Spits. Coastal 
Research Library 12, Springer International 
Publishing, Switzerland.

Reineck, H-E. and Singh, I.B., 1975. Depositional 
Sedimentary Environments. New York, Springer-
Verlag. 

Ritchie, W. and Angus, S. (Eds), 2012. Studies 
in Machair Evolution. Aberdeen: Aberdeen 
University Press. 

Rosscarberry and District History Society, 
2015. Impact of the 1755 Tsunami on the 
West Cork Coast: Does the Folklore Fit with the 
Science? Third Rosscarberry Annual Summer 
School, Rosscarbery, County Cork, Ireland. 
RosscarberyAnnualSchool@gmail.com 

Sabatier, P., Dezileau, L., Colin, C., Briqueu, L., 
Bouchette, F., Martinez, P., Siani, G., Raynal, 
O. and von Grafenstein, U., 2012. 7000 
years of paleostorm activity in the Northwest 
Mediterranean Sea in response to Holocene 
climate events, Quaternary Research 77: 1-11

Sanchez-Arcilla, A., Garcia-Leon, M., Gracia, V., 
Devoy, R.J.N., Stanica, A. and Gault, J., 2016. 
Managing coastal environments under climate 
change: pathways to adaptation. Science of the 
Total Environment, 572: 1336-1352.

Santiago-Fandiño, V., Tanaka, H. and Spiske, 
M., 2016. Tsunamis and Earthquakes in Coastal 
Environments: Significance and Restoration. 
Coastal Research Library, 14. Springer 
International Publishing, Switzerland.

Scheffers, A., Kelletat, D. and Scheffers, S., 2010. 
Wave-Emplaced Coarse Debris and Megaclasts 
in Ireland and Scotland: Boulder Transport in a 
High-Energy Littoral Environment: A Reply. J. of 
Geology, 118, 705-709.

Scott, T., Masselink, G. and Russell, P., 2011. 
Morphodynamic characteristics and classification 
of beaches in England and Wales. Marine 
Geology, 286, 1-20.

Shanmugam, G., 2012. Process-sedimentological 
challenges in distinguishing paleo-tsunami 
deposits. Journal of Natural Hazards, 63: 5-30.

Siegert, M.J., 2001. Ice Sheets and Late Quaternary 
Environmental Change. Chichester, U.K.: Wiley. 

Smart, P.L. and Frances, P.D., 1991. Quaternary 
Dating Methods: A User’s Guide. Quaternary 
Research Association, Technical Guide number 4, 
Cambridge.

Smith, D., Foster, I., Long, D. and Shi, S., 2007. 
Reconstructing the pattern and depth of flow 
onshore in a palaeotsunami from associated 
deposits. Journal of Sedimentary Geology 200: 
362-371.

Spaulding, S.A., Van de Vijver, B., Hodgson, 
D.A., McKnight, D.M., Verleyen, E. and 
Stanish, L., 2000. Diatoms as indicators of 
environmental change in Antarctic and sub 
Antarctic freshwaters. In: J.P. Smol and E.F. 
Stoermer (Eds). The Diatoms: Applications for 
the Environmental and Earth Sciences. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 267-283.

Stone, G.W. and Orford, J.D. (Eds), 2004. 
Storms and their significance in coastal morpho-
sedimentary dynamics, Marine Geology, 210 (1) 
1-5. DOI: 10.1016/j.margeo.2004.05.003

Switzer, A.D. and Jones, B.G., 2008. Large-scale 
washover sedimentation in a freshwater lagoon 
from the southeast Australian coast: sea-level 
change, tsunami or exceptionally large storm? 
Holocene, 18, 787-803.

Switzer A.D., Bristow, C.S. and Jones, B.G., 2006. 
Investigation of large-scale washover of a small 
barrier system on the southeast Australian coast 
using ground penetrating radar. Sedimentary 
Geology 183: 145-156.

Synge, F.M., 1985. Coastal Evolution. In, K. 
Edwards and W.P. Warren (Eds), The Quaternary 
History of Ireland, Chp. 6, 115-131. Academic 
Press, London. 

Tappin, D.R., 2007. Sedimentary features of 
tsunami deposits – Their origin, recognition 
and discrimination: An introduction. Journal of 
Sedimentary Geology, 200: 151-154.

Troels-Smith, J., 1955. Characterising of 
Unconsolidated Sediments. Danmarks Geologiiske 
Undersogelse, IV Series, 3(10), 1-73.



32 Investigation of an Elevated Sands Unit at Tralispean Bay, South-West Ireland – Potential High-Energy Marine Event

Tuttle, M.P., Ruffman, A., Anderson, T. and Jeter, 
H., 2004. Distinguishing tsunami from storm 
deposits in eastern North America: The 1929 
Grand Banks tsunami versus the 1991 Halloween 
Storm. The Seismological Journal, 75(1): 117-131.

UK Climate Change Committee, 2017. UK 
Climate Change Risk Assessment, 2017. 
(Synthesis Report: Priorities for the Next Five 
Years). Committee for Climate Change, London. 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/.../UK-CCRA-2017--
Synthesis-Report-Committee-on-Climate Change

van de Plassche, O., 1986. Sea-level Research: A 
Manual for the Collection and Evaluation of Data, 
Geo Books, Norwich (UK). 

van der Werff, A. and Huls, H., 1958-1974. 
Diatomeënflora van Nederland (1-10). A. van 
der Werff, Westzijde 13a, De Hoeff (U.), The 
Netherlands. 

Wang, S., McGrath, R., Hanafin, J., Lynch, P., 
Semmlera, T. and Nolan, P., 2008. The impact 
of climate change on storm surges over Irish waters. 
Dublin: Met Éireann.

Warren, W.P., 1978. The Glacial History of the 
MacGillycuddy’s Reeks and the Adjoining Area. 
Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. National University of 
Ireland.

Warren, W.P., 1979. The stratigraphic position 
and age of the Gortian Interglacial deposits. 
Geological Survey of Ireland Bulletin, 2, 315-332.

Warren, W.P., 1980. Ice-movements in southwest 
Ireland: comments on the supposed Connachtian 
Glaciation. Quaternary Newsletter, 31, 12-18.

Wheeler, A.J. and Devoy, R.J.N., 2002. The Irish-
Scottish Atlantic margin: Sediment transfer, 
canyon development and palaeoenvironmental 
changes from the Gollum Channel and the Barra 
Fan. Occasional Publication 01/02, Department 
of Geography, NUIC; http://www.ucc.ie/depts/
geography.

Williams, D.M., 2010. Mechanisms of wave 
transport of megaclasts on elevated cliff-top 
platforms: examples from western Ireland 
relevant to the storm-wave versus tsunami 
controversy. Irish Journal of Earth Sciences 28, 
13-23.

Williams, D.M. and Hall, A.M., 2004. Cliff-top 
megaclast deposits of Ireland, a record of extreme 
waves in the North Atlantic – storms or tsunamis? 
Journal of Marine Geology, 206: 101-117.

Wong, P.P., Losada, I.J., Gattuso, J-P., Hinkel, 
J., Khattabi,  A., McInnes, K.L., Saito, Y. and 
Sallenger,  A., 2014. Coastal systems and low-
lying areas. In: Climate Change 2014: Impacts, 
Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Part A: Global 
and Sectoral Aspects. Contribution of Working 
Group II to the Fifth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
[C.B. Field, V.R. Barros, D.J. Dokken, K.J. Mach, 
M.D. Mastrandrea, T.E. Bilir, M. Chatterjee, 
K.L. Ebi, Y.O. Estrada, R.C. Genova, B. Girma, 
E.S. Kissel, A.N. Levy, S. MacCracken, P.R. 
Mastrandrea and L.L. White (eds)]. Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom 
and New York, NY , USA, 361-409.

Wright, W.B. and Muff, H.B., 1904. The pre-
glacial raised beach on the south coast of Ireland. 
Scientific Proceedings of the Royal Dublin Society, 
New Series 10, 250-324.


