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C A I S E A L, C A T H A I R, D U N, L I 0 S A N D R A T H I N S C 0 T L A N D, I 

AIDAN MACDONALD 

(Department of Archaeo1.cgy, University CoLLege, Cork) 

Di:m 
Of the five elements to l>e discussed here, dun is by far the commonest, occurring 1o1herever 

Gaelic i.s, or has been spoken in Scotland. 'l'he following rough estimate of its occurrence, by 

counties, based on tl1c card-index of names appearing on the OS lin. sheets compi.led and held by 

the Place-Name Survey of the School of Scottish Studies, will give some idea of its distribution. 

Aberdeen (17), Angus (14), Argyll (153), Ayr (13) , Banff (7), Ilerwick (4), Bute (5), Caithness 

(3), Clackmannan (O), Dumbarton (ll), Dumfries (16), East Lothia11 (6), Fife (13), Inverness 

( 144), Kincardine (5), Kinross ( 1), Kirkcudbright (28), Lanark (9), Midlothian (l), Moray (8), 

Nairn (4), Peebles (2), Perth (49), Renfrew (5), Rose (42), Roxburgh (2), Selkirk (O), Stirling 

(18), Sutherltmd (9), West Lothian (2), Wigtown (16). It must be reme111bered, however, that none 

of the individual instances making up these approximate totals has been checked against its hist­

orical Jocumentary forms, where these exist. Many of the names are more or less safe: sume may 

prove on investigation not to contain dun at all. (Some, in areas where English has been long 

established, may contain Anglo-Saxon dun, "hill") . Nevertheless, these figures probably afford 

some idea of the extflnt of Gaelic-speaking settlemE'nt, or at least of Gaelic linguistic innu­

ence, both spatially and chronologically, throughout the country. (Though the totals include 

sites called "duns" by Scottish archaeologists, appearing as such on the OS maps, it is likely 

that in many, if not in most cases in present or recent Gaelic-speaking areas, the local names 

of the features in question have [or had] dun as their generic. Most of these designations do, 

in fact:, occur in such areas - in Sutherland , Inver11cs11, Ross and Argyll) . 

I\\ the discussion that follows , individual names are followed, wherever possible, by the 

parish(es) and county or counties in which they occur, in that order in brackets. 

S of the Forth-Clyde isthmus in the main, where Cumbric British was the major language at 

the beginning of the historical period and, in some areas (especially Strathclyde), probably an 

important if not dominant element in the linguistic make-up of the local populations for long 

after, modern (and 111edievnl) dun- must sometimeij have replaced British din(as). The Gaelic for 

Edinburgh is Di:ln-eideann, for earlier Din Eidyn, Dinas Eidyn: the meaning o( the qualifying 

element is uncertain; but there are also Duneaton (Crawfordjohn, Lanark) and an obsolete Duoedin 

in Lauderdale, both of which may represent the same name (Watson 1926, 340-1). Dunpelder, the 

old name of Traprain Law in E. Lothian, has as ita qualifying element British pelydr, ''spear­

shahs": Drumpellier, near Clasgow, is the same name in origin (Watson 1926, 345, 372}. Din 

itself appears in Din Fell on Hermitage Water; Dinmont ("fort-hill
11
); Dinwoody or Dinwiddie (in 

Applegal'th, Dumfries and in Ettleton, Roxburgh: the latter is Dunwedy 1504); Dinley on Hermitasa 

Wnter; ond J)inlabyre in Liddesdale (-le, "place of") : while dinas or dinis occurs in 

Cairndinois, near Traprain Law; Tinnie or Tennis, near Yarrow Church; Tinnis Burn, a tributary of 

Liddel; and Tennis Cast le, Dru1M1elzier - there being forts, apparently• near all these places 

(Watson 1926, 372). The change of d- to t- is seen also in Tintern for Din Dirn and in Tintagel 
h · d i'f it is oldet 

(ibid . ). In Loudun, a hill-name, the older Celtic word-order may ave survive , 
) 

. . . ocesse• 
British *Lugudunon, "fort of (the god) Lugus11 (Watson 1926, 199 • For the hnguistic pr 

ti 11 
· * - Jack.son 1953, 311-Zl• 

iot evcnLua y produced Late British *din from Common Celtic duno-, see 

O~n ~n-• d . h . f d ld Gl i's nou Dr"mpellieC 
u " u ru:i.m ave sometl.Jlles bccolllc con use : Dunpe er near osgow ~ u 

(above); and Dunmcdler is now Orummelzier, Peebles. But in Dumfries, thel'e arc two parallel 
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forms f rom the earliest r ecords on : one with dbn and the other with (probably) Gaelic dronn 

"hump, bent back", cognate with druim - th · · 1 · ' e nameR or1gina ly of two neighbouring places. Watson 

derives t he q l.f · l ua i ying e ement from preas "copse" a P-Celti' b · ( • , c orrowing. See Watson 1926, 419-

20, 421-2). Watson (1926, 15) has , it sc D b " ems, rum r etton, ridge of the l.lritons", for the name 

which appears on the OS lin. map as Dumbretton (Annan, 

in Gaelic Dunbhoirinidh; but Drumwarny 1456, Drullllolerny 

f requently interchange, in some cases at least because 

DumfriPs). Dunvornie (Urquart, Ross} is 

1458, Orumworny 1507: " 'drum 1 an<l 'dun ' 

there was both a drum or ridge, and a dun 

or for t, and this is the case with nunvornie" (Watson 1904, l 15-6). 

Da lmeny in W. J,othian has, as it~ older <l f ( " recor orms show, dun perhaps gaelicized din) as 

i.. I oca 1 pronunciation. The qual i-it!! ge.neric. There was, in Wa tson ' s doy at least, no _.,_ .1.' 11 the 

Q Duneaves (Fortingall, Perth) is in fy ing c leinent is of uncer t;i in nwan.i n•• ( Wa t:ion 1 <)26, l 04) . 

modern Gaelic Tigh-nc irnh' (for t.iglt-nc irnli idh), "ltnuRc of I · " t 1e neinicrl , the English plural ending 

... itself anrl Tynayere (Tigh- neimh ' Ghcarr, arising from the fact that there ar•~ two farms, Dnneav'"'s 

"short [ littleJ O~maavcs") (Walson 1926, 247-8). 

ln areas where oun by itself has a well-established anglicir.eo forrn, qualifying clements 

may have been lost on a significant scale, especially f a ter Gaelic became ext inct locally and 

topouymy l argely ceased to be understood. Such might be the case with names like Dun (Dun, 

AnguR); Ouns (Duns Berwick)· II ill of ).)un (Old K · 1 · • • i pa tr ick, Dumbarton) ; Shancast le Doon 

itR 

- J ~ and in Kilmol'y, llutc); (Glencairn, Dumfr ics); The Doon (in l.lorgue and in Tuvnholm, Kirkcudbri· .. 11 t 

the common Doon (in Kirkcu<lbright, Wigto1Jn, Ayr, E. Lothian, Moray); The Doons (Kirkpatrick 

a oons aw Whitsome, Rerwick); Doun lrongray, Kirkcudbright); Doons (Penpont, Dumfries) nd D L ( · 

v. airn, Inverness, Dumbarton, Castle (Udny, Aber deen); the common Dounc (in Perth, Angus, "nnff, N · 

~ t cse arc taken from the OS lin. maps, via the Ayr); a net Down Law (?) (Roxburgh, Roxburuh). (All h 

inucx of the Place-Name Survey, School of Scottish Stucties : as, indacd, arc all names rncntloned 

hereinafter wh~rc no specific re ferences are given). It is more difficult to decide whether or 

not names of the type Doon of Castramont and Doon of Cul reoch (Girthon, Kirkcudbri~at), Doon of 

May (Mochrum, Wigtown), Doon of Urr (Kirkpatrick Durham, Kirkcudbright), Doon of Waterhead 

(Straiton , Ayr) and Doune of Relugss (Edinkillie, Noray), are influenced by earlier Gaelic (or 

P·Celtic) name-formations. Names like Mote f D (v" o oon "1rkpa t rick Durham, Kirl<cudbright ), Mote of 

Mark., may perhaps be compared . Tynron Doon (Tynron, Dumfries) l.. s that - not Doon of Tyoron. 1t 

u ~ orrowe into a number of English (Scots) successor dialects (s~e seenas quite likely that d""n ~as b d · 

further below: Alexander 1952, 50) . 

The same phenomenon 

qual ifying eleroent became 

would al so have occurred, though by no means necessarily, 1~hen the 

quite irrelevant to the loeal circumstances of a given time and its 

was forgotten, or where a di:ln had been long abandoned. A o' · significance n un is not uncommon in 

areas n ow or recently Gaelic-speaking: in Inverness , Sutherland, Perth, Ross, Argyll and 
Cai th ness. Compare (An) Sean Dun (in Kilninian and Rilmore and in Lismore and Appin , Argyl l) ·, 
Shando (. n in Drymen, Stirling and in Rhu, Dumbarton). And some simple and purely descriptive 

qualifyin<> l ~ e ements of the kinds described belov could have replaced older elements denoting 

Olfnership act l . . . "" • ua or imaginary, function, or other real or believed relationship to the locality 
. •Dese • 
do Processes could have happened within one l anguage, or during a change of language. No 

1.ibt n ew qualifying elements can be graduall y adopt ed and old ones progressively abandoned, at 
Illy time d . uring the creative life of the generic • which may also be used by itself . 

Most l' f . llbr (• qua i ying clements probably are (or were) s traightforward enough. The frequent Dun 

l.n Argyll p •••g (. , erth , lnverness and Ross) and Dunmore (in Stir ling, Fife, Perth and Argyll); Dun 

'•rth)~n lnverness and Argyll) and Dunbeg (in Kirkcudbright and Argyll); Dun ard (Logicrait, 

' Dlln Le th ( lC l . . · a an i ni nian and Kilmore, Argyll) are self-explanat ory. Even such simple 

I 
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names, ho..,ever , may be ancient: an obsolete Dun MOr in Iona is mentioned by Adamniin as Munitio 

tlagno in his Life of Columba (Watson 1926, 92: assuming that this is what Watson means). 

· t f D'un B"'tl (sever~ l ~n Argyll and lnverllesa), probably Dumbain Colours are (air y r equent: a u • 

) ( ·1r· · h d K'l · keon Argyll) and Dumbreck (in Aberdeen, (llonhill, Dumbarton ; Dun Breac Ki ini.c en an l. v1c , 

Stirling and Lanark); Dun nuidhe (S. Uist , Inverness) and Dunbuy (Cruden, Aberdeen) ; Dundarg 

(Aber dour, Aberdeen), Dun Deorg (Kilmuir, lnverneas) and Dunjarg (Crossmichae 1, Kirkcudbright); 

Dun Dubh (in Argyll and Inverness). Dunduff (in Perth, fife, Lanark, Ayr and Dumfries: unleu 

sometimes for Dun Ouibh, "Dubh's fort " ?) and Dounduff (Edinkillie, Moray); Dumfin (Lusa, 

Dumbarton: "white fort" or "Pinn's fort"? Cf. Dun Fhinn, Kildalton and Oa, Argyll); Dunglaa 

(Southend, Argyll), Dun Clas (Kilchoman, Argyll) e1nd Dunglass (in Ross, E. Lothian, Stirling and 

ue-rwick); an Oun Geal, nea-r Fortingall, Perth (Watson 1926, 69); Dun Liath (in Kilmuh and in 

Strath, lnverness). Sometimes the condition, nature, or, possibly, shape of the site is 

described: Dundur11 (Com-rie, Perth) , Dun Ouirn, "fort of the fist" (dorn), an important Ea-rly 

Christian stronghold: cf. Dun Do Lamh "fort of two hands", in Laggan, lnveroess and Hill of 

Duru, "with rcmaios of an old fortification", near Po rtsoy, UanU (Walson 1926, 488); Dunsappie, 

Edinburgh, "furt of the place of wisps" or "tufts of grass" (sopach), the interior still being, 

in Watson's day at lea$l, full of rank grass (Watson 1926, 144-5); Dun Hriste (BaTra, Inverness); 

Dun Chlach (in Ouirinisli and in Harris, Inverness: clach, "stone"); Dun Corrach (l<ilchrenan and 

Dalavich, Argyll: probably corrach, "steep, pr ecipitous"); Ouncow (Kirkmahoe, Dumfries), older 

nuncoll, "fort of hazels" (coll) (Watson 1926, 183, 422); Oun Garbh (Dores, ln11e rness). Animal 

associations occur: Dumbrock (Strathblane, Stirling: if broc, "badger"); Dumbuck (Old 

Kilpatrick, Dumbarton: boc, "buck"?); Dunamucl, (Kilmichael Glassar y, Argyll); Dun nam Hue 

(Abedoyle , Perth); l)unmuc~ (Col vend and Southwick, Kirkcudbright); Dun an ~'hithich (Ki ldalton 

and oa, Argyll); Oundaff (St. Ninians, Stfrlinb) and Dun Dhamh (lluchanan, Stirling) , possibly 

dnmh; Dun nan Aighean (Kilchoman, A-rgyll: agh, "hind")· 

Oun- names are also qualified by reference to .an associated feature or the landscape, 

natural or artificial, or to geographical location, absolute or relative. At the E e nd of Loch 

A..,e is Dun f\bhach, "Awe fort" (Watson 1926, 75). Dunadd (Kilmichael Glassar y, Argyll), probably 

8 
royal fortress of Scottish Oalriata, is presun1ably named frOlll the river Add (see Watson 1926, 

45, 395). Dun Alaisgaig (Edde-rton, Ross) is, according to Watson (1904, J0-1, 275) ''fort of 

Ali's Strip," o.N. Ali-skiki. Dun-chroisg, Duncroisk (Killin, Perth}, in Glen Lochay, at the 

mouth of l.Airig .Bhreislich, is "fort of tbe crossing" (Watson 1926, 486), l>untocher (Old 

Kilpatrick, Durabarton) is "causeway-fort" - t6char, " causeway, road": it is near the \~ end of 

the Antonine Wall, at the site of a Ronian fort, which is presumably the dun in question - the 

t6char being 8 Roman road (Watson 1926, 486). Dunesslin (Dunscorc, Dumfries) is "fort of the 

fall-pool" (Watson 1926 , 183). Dundas (Oalmeny, W. Lothian) may be Oun deas, "south fo-rt": cf. 

Rahoy, "north rath" (below); and Duntarvie (Abercorn , W. Lothian) is Dun tarbhaidh, meaning 
bl ) · "fotC 

something like "fort of bu ll-place" (Watson 1926, 147). Dundreich (Eddleston, Pee es 18 
11 

of the hill-face" (Watson 1926, 140). Dunira (Comrie, Perth) ie Dun-iarath, "fort of west·ford' 

on the Earn (Watson 1926 , 478). Dunoon (Dunoon and Kilmun, Argyll) is in Gaelic Dun Obhainn an:. 
The site of the old fort 

Olin Othoinn, earlier documentary forms being Dunhoven, Dunhovyn etc. 

a.n eminence beside a stream and Dun Obhainn is probably for an older Dun Obhann, "fort of the 

river". 'l'he same na.rne occurs in Stirlingshire as Denovan on the Carron, 1510 Dunnovane (WatsO~. 
l es • 

1926, 508, 522). Dunnottar (Dunnotter, l<incardine) seems to be Dun-fother "fort of the s op 
f · thir1 

obsessio Duin-foither (AU 681); obsessio D6in-fother (AU 694) etc.: cf. modern Gaelic al 

1926. 510-11, 509) • there foithear, [oithear, fotha ir, "slope, terraced declivity" (?) (Watson 

ie also Dunotter (Newburn, Fife ), "'hich 11ay or may not be related. 
t the 

The rocky peninsula a 
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SE end of Loch Tummel is Dun Teamhalach, "Tummel fort" - Duncaveloch 1473 (read -taveloch), 

Duntawlich 1630: anglici~ed Duntaulich (Dull, Perth): there were no r ema ins of a Cort that 

Watson could sc:-e, but "the place would be easi l y defended by a stockade across the neck of the 

peninsula" (Watson 1926, 45t). Olin Turcaid, Ounturket in Stratherrick, is "fort of boar-place" 

(Watsnu 1926, 444), though, again, Watson could find no fort there. The r e are a lso Oun a ' 

Chaol ais (Barra, Inverness) ; Dun an Achaidh (Coll, Argyll); Dun an Ruigh Ruaid h (Lochb-room, 

Ross), "forl of the r ed A lope", going with an Ruigh Rua<lh - Rhiroy (Watson 1904, 251); Oun an 

t-Sithein (Tiree , Argyll); Dun an t-Sleibh (liarra, Inverness); Dunballoch (Kirkhill, Inv erness: 

if bealach); Oun Carloway (Uig, Ross); Oun Cennn a' Bhaigh (Tiree, Argyll: bagh, "bay"); Dun 

Coi lle S truy (Ki lmorack, Invernc s s); Oun Co ire Fa laich ( Sn iz.or t, Inverness); Dun Co lbo s t 

(Duir i nish, I nverness); Dun Cui~r (Barra , Inverness); Oun Eorodale (Barvas, Ross); Oun Flasha<ler 

(Duirinish, InverneAs); Oun Gerasha<ler (Portree, Inverness); Dun Grianan (in Kilmuir and in 

Sn izort , Inver ness: c f. Creenan Castle, Maybole, Ayr, "for g rian1in, sunny knol l": Watson 1':126 , 

200); Dl1n-gobhal (Logie Easter, Ross), "fork-fort": the fork is fonned by two deep ravines 

(Watson 1904, 61): Dungavel (in Avondale and i n 1-liston and Robe rton, Lana-rk) is possibly to be 

compared; Dun Grogary (N. Uist, I nverness); Dun L<?acainn (Inv er a ray, Argyll: leacann, "slope , 

hillside"); Dun Mara (Sarvas, Ross); Dun Meadhonach (Colonsay and Oronsay, Argy ll : meodhonach, 

"midctlc"); Di:\n Mtirkadale (Uraca<lale, Inverness); Dl:in Mingulay (Barra, I nve rness); Dun na Lagaidh 

(Lochbroom, Ross) , at an Lagaidh - Logie - "the place of the hollow" (Wali>ou 1904, 251); Dun 

Orruidale (Kilmore and Kilbride , Argyll); Dbn Os<lale (Duirinish, Inverness); Duo Scurr ival (Barra, 

Inverness); Dun Su l eda l e (Snizort, I nverness); Duntnilm (Kilmuir, Inverness: O. N. ho l mr, "holm, 

islet", borrowed into Gaelic as tolm: Watson 1904 , 268); Dun tuim (Dull, Perth: . tom, "round 

hilloc k, knoll"). Many of thei;e names seem to have ai; their qualifying e lement the name of the 

dis tr ic t in which they arc, of t en a Norse name. Some names , in fact , more or less clear ly 

incorporate the Norse wor<l borg, "fort": Dun Ilhoraraig (Kilchoman, Argyll) and Dun Boreraig (in 

Duirinish and in St ra th, Inverness); Dbn llhui rg (Ki lf i nichen and Ki 1 v ickeon, Argyll: cf. Dun ­

bhuirgh, in Lewis, "a hybrid where dun is tautol ogical" [ Watson l 9nl.~, 265]); Dun Bhor ranish ( Uig, 

Ross: O.N. borgar-nea, "fort-promontory": Watson 1904, 269); Dun Borvc (in Barvas, Ross: cC. 

Watson 1904, 265; and in Duirinish and in Snizort, Inverness); Dun Raisaburgh (Kilmuir, 

Inverness); Dun Skudiburgh (Kilmuir, Inverness). I n these cases the diin and the borg may well 

be the same: one may compar e Dun Canna (Lochbroom, Ross), "can-fort", on Loch Cainneart 

(l<aaaird), 0.N. L<ann-fjtlrdr, "can- f irth", where the original Norse name desc r ibes the shape o f 

the dun (Watson 1904, 256). 

The qualifying element is o ften a personal name - so111etimes, certainl y, that of a tradi­
tional f. tgure; though, even where the personages thus commemorated may be historical (including 

Hints), usually little or nothing is no\J known of them. Dunavert y (Southend, Argyl 1) is Dun 
lhhartai h " 1 8 • Abhartach s for t" , as Roshearty near Fraserburgh, Roseawarty 1508, is "Abhartac h's 
cape" . 

• I t is probably the plac e refer-red to in AU (710): obsessio Aberte apud Selbacum (Watson 
1926

' 236·7). Dun Bhalaire, at Ledaig in 
.., n 

Lorne, is possibly "Bala r's fort"• though Wat son coul d 

it is near the vitrified fort of Dun mac Snitheachan 0 trace of fortificat ion there: 
(\lataon 1926 
(W • 64-S). Dunblane (Dunblane and Lecropt, Perth) is Dun Btaain, "(St.) Blaan 's fort " 

•tson 1926 . 

Ch11rcb (C 
, 164-5): it was probably an important early church; and it was a medieval cathedral 

owan and tasson 1976, l.i7 > 204-5). Dundee (Angus) is in Gaelic Dun Deagh, which seems to 
lllten "f 
2ao). ort of Daig(h) ": Daig (gen. Dega), " fi re", was not a common Irish name (Watson 1926, 

The · II~ re ts also Dundee (Marooch, Banff); but, if it is related, it may be a transf erred name 

..... ~· Dun ~uirgil, otherwise Dun Meirghil, in Cleo Nant, nesr Taynuilt, Argyll, is probably 
l.t'&heal' s f " ( 6 38) · Ort - Muirgheal, "sea-white", being a woman's name Wat son 192 , 2 . lt may, in 
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f act , b e a saint ' s name (s ee f u r ther below), t hough the writer is not aware o f any eccles iastical 

remains or traditions here. Dunnivaig, near Lagavuiin i n I slay, the ancien t seat of the 

HacDona l d s of Islay, is Dun Naomh.§ig; Naornhiig, earlier Naem6c, being "li t tle sain t ", as in Ci ll 

Mo-Naomha i g , Kilmoniva ig, in Lochabe r ( Watson 19 26 , J07). Again, th e wr i ter is no t aware of a ny 

mor e tangibl e ~ccles iast ical associa tions of t he si t e . Dunnichen (Dunnichen, Angus), older 

Dunnechtyn and Dunnichtin (the l atter i n 1575) and Dunachton in Badenoch ( Alv ie , Inverne s s) , arc 

Dun Ne a chdain, "Nechtan's fo rt" - the f ormer being poss i b ly the s cene o r the bat tle o f Dun 

Ncchta i n in 685 (AU and Tig.: be llum du in Ne chtain, AU 685), where Brude King of the Picts 

r o uted the Angles o f No C" t humbria (Wat son 1926, 2 39 , 313). Ne c h tan was a common Pic tish name . 

Duno llie (Kilmo re imd Ki l br i de, Argyll), an importAnt early str onghold of Lorne, is mentioned 

five times i n AU: D6in Oll a i g (686), Du in Onlaigh ( 698, 701) - all in t he ge nitive cas e - Dun 

Ollaigh ( 714), iuxta a rcem Ol lu igh (734 ) ; a nd Watso n c o ns idered t hat it is th e Dun Ollaich maic 

llr iuin of the story T& i.n Bo Fr&ich : nuthing i s known o f t he eponymous Onla(;h or 0 1 lach (mac 

Hr i uin) (Watson 1926, 508-9, 522 ). The old pa ris h church o r Cawdor in Nairn was at Barevan , fo r 

Bar r Eibhinn, p robably a conunellloratio n o f ~ femal e sain t Aih i nd (it would now be Eibhinn or 

Aoibh inn) of C 1110.in Draign ech (Watson 19 26, 271) . Th e old churc h i s at Ki r k ton of Bar e va n and 

nearby is Dun Evon Vi trified Fort (OS lin. map ) . The f ollowing name s also c onta in, or see m to 

c ontain, a pers onal name: Dumbennan (l~ntly , Aberdeen: a medieval par i sh : Dunbanan 1232 , 

Dunbannan e 1534 - stressed on -benn- [ Al e xand e r 1952, 266 ]: cf. Kildava nan, Bute a nd Kilvannan, 

Uis t [ Wa ts o n 1926, 30 1 !? If so, apparently a saint' s name); Dumc olm ( Old Kilpatrick, Dumbarton; 

b u t possibly drum-); Dun A<lha mlo (Snizor t , lnverness ); Dunalas t air (Fortingall , Perth); Diln Aonais 

(N . Uis t, Inve r ness) ; Dun Dubh aich (Kilbrand on and Kilchattan, Argyll); Diin Mh ur chaidh (in S . 

u is t, I nv c rnes s and in Ardnamurchan, Argy 11 ) ; Dun Cailain ( L isrnore am! App in, Argyll); Dun Cholla 

(Colonsay and Oronsay , Ar gyll); Dun Ghonnuill (Jura , Argyll); Dun Cho nui ll (Lochs, Ross); 

Dunconnel Hi ll ( Lo(;hwinnoch, Renfrew); Dun Deard a i l (Deres, I nverness) and Du n Deard a il 

(Vitr ified Fort ) (Kilmallie , Inverness): traditiona lly Deirdre (Macbain 192 2 , xvi, 49); Dun 

Dhomhnu i ll ( Dull, Perth); Dun Domhnaill (Col onsay and Or onsay, Argy ll) ; Dundona ld (Dun<lona ld, 

Ayr); Dund onnell (Loch broom, Ross) ; Dun Diar moid (Hra cado le, Inverness) ; Dundonachie (Little 

Dunkcld, Per th); Dun Gua idhre ( Kill a row and Ki l meny, Argyll); Dunharberry (Girthon, 

Ki r kcudbright : Cairbrc?); Dunkcnny (Eassie and Ne vay, Angus : Cainneach?) ; Dun Mhic Leoid 

(Barra, Inverne s s ); Dunnei l (Kilmore and Kilbride, Argyll) and Dun Neill ( Duirinish, Inverness); 

Dun Rannill (S. Uist, Inverness ); Dun Scaich (Sleat , I nverness: t raditionally Scathach, who 

traine d Cuchulainn i n arms: Macbain 1922, 33). 

h d . · · f d t "Dun fi' r Vo lg", Occas iona lly, a k i ndred, pr o bably, or o t e r 1st1nct g roup 1s re erre o. 

fo r Dun Fear llholg, in St. Kilda, i s mentioned by Martin in his "Wes t ern h les" and commemorates 

the F ir Bolg of e arly Iris h traditi on (Wa tson 1926, 64) . Olin Mac Tuathail, a fort on t h e E end 

of Dr ummond Hill, Abe rfeldy, P erth, is " fort o f the sons of Tuathal"; and Diln Mac Glais, 

( JS ) ( This 
Dunmaglass , at t he he ad of S t r a th Nairn, i s "fort of the s ons of Glas " Watson 1926, 2 · 

is Dunmagla ss , Daviot a nd Dunlichi ty , Inverne s s : OS lin. also has Dunma g lass, Kilmor ack, 

Inve rness, ~h ich, howev er, may be a t r ansferred name ) . Dun na n Ul t a c h, in Kintyre, i s "fort of 

t he U ls termen": c f. , proba bly , Rath i lle t in Fife ( below) and , certainly, Darnu l toch in 

Wig t o wnshire ( Wa t s on 1926, 239) . 

Sometimes the i ndividual o r group in qualifying pos ition is mo r e anonymou s . Dunree 

( ) ( ) b " · ' f " (Watson 1926 ' Kirkrni c h ael , Ayr , near Cassillis Hous e see f urther below may e Ki ng s ort 

199) . Dun Righ ( Ki lmartin, Argyll ) ma y be the s ame . There are Dlin a' Chleiric h ( Sleat, 

I nve rness) a nd Ountaggart (Log ierait, Per th) . Dunago il (Kingarth, Bute) may be "fort of the 

for e i gner" (gall, gen. sg. goi ll): cf. ·zuungoil (Fintr y , Stirling ) and Dun nan Gall ( i n 
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Kil n in ian and Kilmor e and in Tiree, Argy ll). Oun an Ia rla (Duirin ish, Inve rne s s ) seems t o lle 

"fort o f the earl". Dun Fha mhai r (I< i lmorack, Inverness ) i s apparent l y "fort of t he g iant". Dun 

nan Ceard ( Kilfinicloe n and Kilvickeon , Argyll) i s "fort of the s miths". Dun Sga lair ( Sniz.ort, 

Inve rness) may be "for t of the squa ll e r". Duntay l o r (Dull, Perth } looks l i ke "fort o f the 

taylor" (taill ear ) . 

An interesting group o f names, some at least e a r ly , may con ta i n o l d tribal or othe r e thnic 

designations , or poasibl y (in some case s ) diH trict n ames tliat may be d e rived from t hose of older 

population g roups. Dumbarton, Dun Ur e atann, " fort of th e Br i tons", was t he r oyal seat of t he 

1>ritish Kingd om of Strathc lyde (Wat son 1926, 1 5) , presumab ly t hroughout mout of the history of 

that kingdom befo re its polit i cal extinc tion in the e arl y 11th centu r y . As , s urely , wi t h most 

name s o f th is type , it wa s no t g lvcn by t he occupants th emsclve fl ( the British called the place 

Alclut: , "rock of Clyde": Wat s o t\ 192 6, 33), I.mt by neighl1ours. Dun kc l d ( Dunkdd and Vowa 11 y , 

Perth), in G;ielic Dun Chailleann , nn importan t early eccles i as tical centre ( Cowan a nd Easson 

1976, 4 7) , is 1w·1:111a J'llu 'i(~ "fo r l of the Caledon eR", a powerfu l tribe o f nor tltern Scot 1C1nd during 

muc h o f the Ro ma n Iron Age . Early f o r ms of the name are: princcp s Duin Cloai llde n ( i:\U 873); a bb 

D.:iine Cail len (AV 965) ; Dun Ca l l den (Boo k o f l>eer ) . The triha l na me also occur s in Roh a 11 i on , 

* l{ath Cha illcann , again p1·ima f acie "rath of t h e Caledones", near Dunkeld ( sec further belo w) and 

i n Sdiiellall ion, Sidh Ghaillcann, " fa iry hill o f tire Caledones ", SE of Loch Rannoch. Dunkeld, 

Rohalli on a nd Schiehallion arc in the a nc ient provinc e of i:\tho ll , t he uam1·~ of which Wat son cons ­

idered to mew1 "Ne w lr0.Lrnd 11 (1926, 228 - 9 ). In v i e w of these t hre e names, it may be t entatively 

suggl.lsted that, t ho ugh the Calcdoniau t e rr itor y was a t one time clearly muc h more extensiv e, we 

are dea 1 i ng here no t s o much with the triba l name direct a s with an o ld name of t he province 

derived fro m the tribul n ame. (For a general dis cussion of the (;a l.-.donei> and t hei r name and of 

Dunke ld etc., see Wa tson 1926, 19-22) . In thi fl con nection, i t is worth noting that the name o f 

t he old province lying inune<lia t ely S o f Atholl - t1Fortriu ( gen. f o rtrcnn) : Strathearn C1nd 

~ente ith - i s probably derived f rom the t ribal name Ve r tu riones, a people associ a ted wit h a t 

least a sec tion of the Caledones hy t h e 4 th century Roman historian Anuuianus Marcc llinus as 

togethe r t he two ma i n divisions o f the Picte at t hat time (Watson 1926, 68- Y, 59 ; see also 

Wainwright 1955, 4 6-53, 2-J). Dumya t (Logie, Sti rling), Dun- myat, possib l y contains the tribal 

name Ma ea tae . Th is people, or amalgama t i on of peoples, is associated with t he Caledone s o. t the 

end of t he 2nd and beg inning o f the 3rd centuries by Roman writers ; and they and t he Calcdo ne s 

appear then to have been the two ma j or tr i oa l groupings in the north. Watson tho ught that t he 

lfa ll close to whi ch t he y are said t o have lived was Hadrian' s Wall; bu t it is most like ly tha t 

the Antonine Wall across t he Forth-Clyde i s t h mus is laeant. Tl1c ir name p robably survived until at 

least the lat a 6th century: Adamnan, i n his Life o f Co lumba, call s one o f t he b at t les o [ Aedan 

U\ac Gabrain, King o f Scottish Dalriata c . 574-c. 608 , "bellum Mi atho rum" (Mia t h i ) - a bat tle 

some t i me s identified with the Ca th Chirchind ( Circenn: the ol<l provi nc ial name probably c o r res­
pond· 

ing a pproximately to Angus and the Mearns ) of the Anna ls of Tige r nach (1 c. 598; s ee 

Anderson 1922, I, 118-19) . Myothil l , near Denny, Stirl ing , may b e compared. Both Dumyat and 

Myothil! may ha ve l ain near the sou th e rn frontie r o f a confede r a tion whose terr i tory, from the 
late 2nd or earl y 3rd century (?) , perha ps e mbrace d al l of ea s tern Scotland as f ar N a s the 
Hou nth 

' where the C:rampian massi f almost c u t t1 the easte r n coastal pla i n in two near Stonehave n. 
(For 

gene r a l discuss ion o f the Haea tae and their territor y and of t he na mes Dumyat and Myoth i ll, 
•ee Wat 

son 1926, 8-9 , 56-9; Wainwrig h t 1955, 5 - 6, 49 -53). De no r k , near S t. Andrews in Fife, 
'•rt · 

ler Dunurc is ~entioned b y Watson (1926, 28 - 30 ) in his d iscus Rion o f the names (lrca s , 
Otcad , 

es, Clnse ) Ore - the Orkneys (modern Caelic Arca ibh ) - 1><hich h e regarded a s c onta i ning a 
Ctltic t . b 

ri al 11ame : *Orcoi, "Boars" ( c ogna t e with Latin porcus, " p i g"; 0. Ir. o r e , "pigling, 
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young ~oa r" ). The implic a tion i s that her e a gain we may hav e dun - wi th an o ld tribal name as 

qua lify in g elemen t , wha t ever i ts la ter significance. Wa t son a l so be li ev ed that some at l e a s t o f 

t h e an cient names o f I re land we r e u sed a s district names in Gae l ic Sc otland. Io h is discuss ion 

o f t i re i o t h i s contex t , he mentions a f ort at Dune arn ( Bur ntis land , Fifn); and Dbn i ire ann - ' 'a 

large for t " - ne ar Duls i e Br idge on the F indhor n : Dun earn ( Ard c lach , Na irn). Compare Ro ttearns 

(below). ))unphai l ( Eclinkillie , Moray), Dun(ai l, may con t ain F&l, " I r Oo! land", or e qually f al, 

"he dge , pa l i s a de" . (See Watson 1926, 225- 33 . For a poss ible a lte rnti tive e tymology o f the river­

name s Earn, Yindhorn, Dev cron, Auldearn etc ., see now Nico la isen 1976 , 187. Whatever the actual 

origins of t hese names, howev e r - Celtic or pre - Ce lti c I nclo- European - t liey could still have 

g ive n r ise to district tMmes , which survive d into earl y med i e val time s). 

A sign i fi c ant t\umbnr of the se site s have remai n s o f f ortificat i ons now cnmmooly be l leve d to 

be of br oadly e arl y Christian elate a s thP.y s urvi ve : whether buil t t h en de novo , or consisting of 

nL~w bui lding and o l der defens ive works a dapted t o meet new re qu i r eme nts in t hat period . At 

Dune arn , near Burn tisl and, a stone - built ring- f or t, possibl y of Early Christ i an date, has been 

bui lt within a11 e x is ting ser i ea o f fort i ficat i ons i n such a way as partly to overlie the N r am­

par t of t he latte r : t he combined works f or m, a s i t were , a cit adel and outwor ks {Feachem 1955 , 

75 and fig . 4) . At Dumyat , a frees tanding c itadel of s i mi lar type s tand s within a comple x o f 

contemporary outwork s ( Feachem 1955 , 76 - 8 and f i g . 5). (On Myot llill ther e are lhe much 1o1a sted 

r emains of what l s probab l y an Iron Age f or t , poss ibly of pre-Roman date : r'each em 1955, 78; 

Wa i nwrigh t 1955, 24 ). Denork pr ovjdes an ex ample of wha t has bP.en c a l kd a ''long d un" , cons i s ­

ting " essen t ially of a s t rong s t one wal l which r un s round th t> edge of a s t eP.p-s .i.dcd a nd 

comparative l y f l a t i sol a t ed eminen ce of s uit a ble s i ze . The enclosure t hu s f ormed is s ha ped 

ac cord ing t o the irr egular limit of the site and t herefor e defies c lass i f i c a t i on within ordinar y 

geomo t r ica l t e r nrs . The s ites chosen for th is class o f A t rue t \1 r e were us ually much longer a long 

one axi s t ha n t he o ther , " (Pe ach em 1955 , 83 and rig . 10). All t hese si t es s eem to be mor e or 

less c l osel y rel a t ed, i n terms of the ir r e qu irements o ( de f ence a nd accommodation, to t l1e so­

calle d "nuclear forts ", of which Dunadd and Dundurn are. examples having , probably, some 

his tor ica l document a. ti on. (See Feachem 19 .5.5 , 81-3 and figs . 8 an1l 9. For genP.ra l discuss ion of 

t ypes of forti f ication poss ibly of Lhl s period , in Pictland and elsewh er e , see Fea ch em 1955). At 

Dunkeld , on t he o t her hand , t h e l ater medieval cat hedra l, which presumab l y stands at or ne ar the 

f ocus of the earl i e r ecc les ias tical set t l ement (see Ma cdonald a nd La ing 1969 - 70 , 133) , i s 

s i tu a ted on the r iver meadow bes ide t he Tay in a pos i t ion by no means na turally defens ive. 

The s uspicion arises t hat , i n many if not a l l of t hese names, dun - deno tes priinarily the 

admi nis tra tive centre , secu lar or ecc l es iastical or bo t h , of a l arge r or smaller district - pr ob ­

ably en closed and often bu t no t necessarily for tifie d . If s o, one may, perhaps , extend this 

categor y t o inc l ude church sites wi th nam~s having gener ic dun- qual ified by a sa int ' s n ame 

( poss ibly also some secu lar dun - si t e s qual ifi ed by an appar ent l y secular per Ronal name , t hough 

it would be extremely difficult to pro~eed v ery far in t h is d irection) and also dun- names t hat 

are t hose of medieval parishes , whatever the s i gnificance of the qual ifying element. The f ollow­

i ng l is t of mOo! rlieval par iah names with (origina l ?) dun- is taken from Cowan ( 1967). Each paris h 

name i s f ollowed by that of the diocese and deanery in tha t order . Da lmeny (St. Andrews, 

Linlithgow); Dumbarton (Gla sgow, Lennox); Dumf ries ( Gla sgow, Nithsda l e ); Dun (St. Andrews , 

Angus); Dunbar ( St . Andr ews , Haddington/Lothia n); Dunbarney ( St. Andrews , Gowrie); Dunbeath 

(Ca ith nes s ); Dunbennan {Moray, Strathbogie); Dunblane {Dunbl ane ); Dunbog (St. Andrews, Fife) ; 

Dundee ( Ilr echin); Dun dona ld (Glasgow, Kyle and Cunn ingham); Dundur cu s (Mor ay, Elgin); Dun fermline 

(St . An drews , FoLhric) ; Dungr ee ( Gl a sgow, Niths dale : but al s o Drumgrei och); Dunipa ce (St. 

Andr ews, Li nli thgow) ; Dunino (St . Andrews , Fife) ; Dunkeld (Dunke l d , Athol e and Orumal bane ); 
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oun lappie (S t. AndrP.11s , Angus) ; Dunlichi.ty {Horay , Inv erness) ; Dun lop (Glasgow, 'Kyl e ;:ind 

{.unoin~ham) ; Du11n i d1cn (l!r ech i n) ; Dunnin a l d (St . Andr ews , Angus ) ; Dunni ng (Dunl> l ane); Ounoottar 

i.~t . Andr ews , liearns) ; Dunoon (Argyll, Glassar y) ; Dunrod (Galloway , Desncs ); Duos {St . AndrOo!ws , 

Hersc) ; Oun si:ore {Glasgow, Nitlr!ldale); Dun syr e (Glasgow, Lanar k) . These places , i t is suggested, 

might lrave been, i n the ir pre - par ochial sta ge , local cen t r es of admin i s trat i on - the residences 

of king~ , l esser se~ul<tr magnates or royal officials ; or t he sit e:i o f t he le a.d ing ch urch es ; or 

both toge the r. Tlre matter will l>e t ake.n a lit t l e furthe r under r•ath (he low). 

Apltrt f roin the instances of Scan !Jun, Sh a n<lon, no t iced e ar lie r, tl ... :re Aeem to be R few 

other i n s t anc.:c .q o f t he reve rs in!-; of gene r ic .ond qua l i f yi ni:; e l eme.11 t in this way , i n bo t h Gae 1 ic 

ao<l JJr i t i s h. Furdoun, Fordun i s in Mai rue , " Fordoun in th~! Me arns " ( LelJor• ria llu1:drie ) i 1> , accord­

i ug t o Watson (1926, 511) , t he. Ga e lic e quivale n t of Rri ti !>h Gordon, Gordoun, " :!r e at fort". The 

"nuc l ear f ort" on Moncre iffc Hill, n ear Per th , i ~ known a!> Mocedun ( Fe ach t~m 1955 , 79), with the 

!lame: me1:1uini; . 

Uuna<l\1 appe ars in Donilirist l e, Donibrysell and Donybr is l e {12th cen t. ), !'or Puna dh UreCl:iail , 

"Jlreasal ' R f or t r ess" (Wat son 1926 , 237) . It.: may also be t la! gener i c i n Dun i dea ( Kirkmi cha e l , 

Perth), {)uniehinn i e (Kirkma i den, Wigtown) , Duniface {Mar kioch , Fif<') , Uuui fl at (l>un l op , Ayr), 

vunimar l c (Culross , Fife), ))uni pa ce ( llunipace , Stirling) , Dunniki c r (Kirkcaldy and l)ysa r t , l''i fe) , 

Dunn ideer ( J nsch , Aberdeen : dunadh is suggested her e by Alexander, 1952 , 267 - 8), Ounnyduff 

{Keith , Uan([), Du1mygosk (Dunfer mline , Fifo), and per haps in 1Ju11n ymuck {K ir koswa l d , Ayr) - but 

in nrost cases t he write r docs not know the l ocal pr onunc i ation a nd h a s nol i:ic<:n older documt'ntar y 

forms . Dounie , n e ar Ardgay , Ross , is i n Gael i c Dunaidh , e arlier Oo11yl a wrne (1 54 2 ) , f>ony lawnm 

(1564), Dony l ai rne (Watson 1926, 122 ) . Ther e a r e r laces called Dounic elsewher e (N. Knapda l c , 

Argy ll; Roth es , Moray); as we ll a :i Doon ie Po int (Fe t tRr esso , Kiocardine ), nooniMS (N igR , 

l<incard i ne ) , Doon ies Hill {Abe rdeen, Aberdeen), Dunie ( i n l:"'owli s \~es t er am! in Ki rkmlchae l, 

l'e r th), Dunnie ( Gl enisla , Angus) ; a nd perlia ps Downey Hi 11 (We s t e rk irl~, Dun1f r ies), Downie ( i n 

Monikie , Angus and in Kil tar l i ty and Co nvi nt h, I nve rne s A), Doi.min l1 i lluc:k ( Cort<.1chy a nd Cl ova , 

Angus ), Downie hi 11 ::i (Pe terh<1ad, Aberdc:en), Downie park (T8ttnad ice , Angus) , Downie Po int 

(Dun no t t a r, Ki nca rd ine ), Downie s (in Banc hory - Dtwenick, Kincard i.ne ancl in Inverke itllny , JJanf 0 · 
Some of these , :i t l e ast , might r e present duna ( i) dh , by i t se H or with a qua li f ying e l ement lost . 

Di scus s ing the name Downiehill:l ( Pe t e rhead , Aber deen), howeve r, Al exander (1952 , 50 ) says : 

"Downie, doonie , dunan, are common throughout Scotland for sma ll h i lls ; t hey a r c a diminutiv e 

from dun . Old ma ps of t he Aberdeen neighbourhood show several mentions of ' Down i e llill:i ' ... 

Pronounced Dooniehi lls , with mean i ng of fai r y hillocks ." In some of the forego i ng instances, 

therefore , it i s likely t hat we have to do wi t h dunan i n this sense , presumab l y with the s ubsti­

tution o f the Sco ts diminu t i ve -ie f or Gael ic -an. 

Dunan itsel f i i; common enough . As Diinan simply , t he OS lin. maps h ave 3 i n Ar gyll , 2 in 

Per t h , 1 in Bute , 2 in Ross and l i n Inverness . An Dunan o~curs 4 time s , al l in Ar gyl l. It also 

occur s with a va rie ty of 4ualifyi n g elements : Duna ndh u (S t r a t hdon, Abe rde en ) and Dunan Dubh (N . 

Ui s t, I nverness), Dunan Diarmaid (Kintai l, Ross ), Dunan Garbh- Shroine ( Cra ignish, Argy ll: " of 

the rough nose", sron used topographically of a promontory, he adl and, ridge ), Dunan Lia th 

(Kincard i n e , Ros s), Uunan Mor (in Durnes s , Sutllc r l and a nd in Ki l f inichen and Ki lvick oon, Ar gyll), 

nunan a ' Mharcaichc and Dunan na Marcac hd (both i n Kil f iniche n a nd Kilvickeon, Argyll , about 2 

ntile s a part: "of the horseman" and " of riding" res pec t i ve ly), DU.nan nan Nighe an (in Colonsay and 

Or on say a nd in Ki l finichen and Kilv i ckeon , Argyll: "o f the mai de n s" - there is a lso Pilnan 

NighP.an i n Tiree , Argyll), DU.nan Ruadh ( in Ila r r a , i n H.ar r i s a nd in Sleat, Inve rness )· There is 

Dunaus ( i n Kilmoclan and in N. Kna 1,da l e , Ar gyll ) , wi th English p lura l; Dounan (in Ki rkcolm a nd i n 

~IOchrum, Wigtown); Upper Dounan s (Aber foy l e , Per th) ; T.>ownan ( i n Ilall ant r a e , Ayr and io I nveraven , 
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Banf f); and Downans Plantation (Dalgety, Fife). Dunning (Dunning, Perth) is very Likely D~nain: 
a dative-loca t ive fonaation. D · b "d 1200 " I 1 UJlln r l e, c. , a c 1a pe or churcn in Inveravon pa r ish" 

(l•atsou 1926, 275), may be the same, 4ualified iJ._ the saint ' s name Dri"<> i"d ( f n b ?) ; c c . ownan, a ove .. 

Watson 0904 , 14) translates the name !Junach Liath (Kincardine, Hoss ) a s "the grey place 
ol' duns". There is also Dunach in l<ilmore and Kilbride, Argyll. 

Dun etc. are also found as quali fy ing elements. There are Acha<lun Castle (J.ismore and 

Appin, Arg yll ) and Auchindown Castle (Mortlach, ''anff) ,· Locl1 an D' · {S ) n Ul.n torno~ay, Ross ; Downcraig 

(Cumbrae, flute) may be Creug an Duin, with Germanic 1.1ord-or<ler: compare perhaps Downhill 

(Redgorton, l'erth). Dunach appears in Creag na Dunaich (Strachur, Argyll); i\llt ("burn") na 

Ounaiche (Stratl1, Inverness) ; and Sruthan Glac na !Junaiche (Jura, Argyll). Dunan is fairly 

common he re too: All t an !Jtmain ( Glenorchy a11d lnisha ill, Argy 11) ; Ri lean an Dunain (in s. 
Knapdale, Argyll and in Harrii;, Inverness); Loch Poll an Dunain (Loclibroom, Ross); Rudh' 

Dbnain ( i n Assynt, Sutherl8nd; in Darvas, Ross; in Bracadale , Inverness; in Colonsay and 

and in Morvt-rn, Argy ll); Uamh an Dunain (Kilfinichen and I<ilv ickcon, Argy ll); 'fom Ounan 

(Strathdon, Aberdeen). 

an 

Oronsay 

'l'he t o pon:rnoic ninge nf !Dt!anings of dun is probably very wide and quite unspecialis ed . It 

seems likely, thou<>h the matte r could t d t · · · · .., s an sys emat1c 1nvest1gation and analyi:;is, that thP. term 

could be use<l by Caelic-speakeri:; to de note enclosed sett lement Aites , fortified or not, o f all 

periods and t ypes from the Iron Age to at least post-Viking time,;. Oun is also the generic in 

the names of important castles: Dunbar (Dunbar, E. Lothian}, Dumbarton, Dundonald (Dundonald, 

Ayr), Dunollie (Kilmore and Kilbride, Argyll), Duuno tt a r (Dunno ttar, l< incardine), Dunstaffnage 

(Kilmore and Kilhri<le, Argyll), Ountuilm (Kilmuir, Inverness) , Ounvegan (Duirinish, Inverness), 

Dunni va ig, in li; lay. In some cases, however, it is cert a in und in many others it is probab 1 e 

that the dun-name originated prior to the period of Anglo - Norman AP. t t lenient. It would, in fact, 

be very difficult to establish beyond doubt that a medieval castle hod given rise to 8 dun-name·, 

tbough there i;eems no re . .:ison at present why it should not have done so in areas which were pre­

dominan tly or significantly Gael ic-i:;peak ing throughout tlie 1 a ter middle ages. (It rnay trans pi re 

eventually that dun had become obsolet" as ~ c e t · l · 1 f 
& • r a ive e ement in t 1e ormation of place-names 

hefore the 12th century ; but such may not, in fact, be the case). On the other hand , some dun­

names apply to places where there does not seem (now at any rate) to be any trace uf anciP.nt 

human ac ti vi ty. Obvio~sly, it would bP. danger ous to make much of wha t may simp ly be the r esult 

of t he limitations of archaeological observa tion or techni·que. 8 h l · uL t e ex1cal range of meanings 

of dun etc., as given in Dwelly ' s Gaelic-English Dic tionary (5 t h Edition, 1949), may be r elevan t 

here . Oun is given as 1. Heap. 2 . Hill, h il lock , mound. J. FortiCied house or hill. 

4. Fortress , cast le. 5 Fast ess 6 ·r· • ( · · n · · ewer ... Dunach as adject ive only) is 1. Hilly, full of 

heaps o r knolls. 2. Fu l l of to1.1ers or forts. 3. Like a tower or fort . Dunan is 1 . Little 

castle. 2. Small heap, kuoll or hill. 3 D h'll 4 · l ! ( · · ung i . . Lit t e o rt this last from Armstrong's 

Gae lic Dictionary - Mid Perthshire): cf. Alexander (1952, 50), quoced above. I t seems quite 

likely, the refore, that dun and its derivat ives could be applied to natural features that ~ere 

potentially habitable or defensible, but not actually enclosed or fortified; or that resembled 

habitable or defensible locations in miniature. Here it is worth bearing in mind that they could 

thus be applied to mounds that covered structures or ti~ ruins of s t ructures that would not 

otherwise be so <lesi"gnated·. b r1'al d f · u moun s, or iustance. Compare, perhaps, in this connexion, 

Dun Bharpa (Barra, I11verne11s: barpa , "cairn, supposed to be a memorial of the dead, barrow"). 

Even if thi s is the case, however, it m11st be an extension of th e origi nal range of meanings of 
duu. Early Irish dun is · 111 given as, primarily, fort ' ... in O. I r. usua lly applied to resi dence 
of a chier or dignitary, F d I req. use as r. equivalent for ' fo rtress ' or 'city'; in Norman 

period of any strongly enc l osed or (ortified place (wh et her a single res idence or a burgh or 

town) ... '1:-:ncampment' (= dunad) ... 'Dwelling, residence' i n general ... " (Contributionu t o a 

oictionat'y o f lhe Iriuh La.nguaae , clod~nta - duus, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin 1960) . 

Finally, though (or purposes of the forego i ng discuss ion, a <l ist inc t ion has been drawn 

between e xp lic itly fortified and me rel y enclosed habitation sites (<l~in has been consistently 

rendered "fort" fur convenienc<;) , it wou ld bt- unwis e rigidly tn ins ist on it. The di f f~rence 

1>ecwer:n an enclosurr: purposely designeJ to witli i;tand military attack and one erected simply to 

39 

<le 1 imi t an i.lrea of gn:~a t e r privacy aud to inhibit casual int "u; ion by me.n or Animals, was prob­

ably one of <le11,re~~ rather th an of kl nd. <.:oni; ide-i:at ions o ( soc ia 1 and economic prestige, 

moreove r, probably influenced the size and ex Leut of the enclosing r: lement( 11) •1u ite as much as 

tho!! e of security, at ltu1s t i.n the pr e~ Nnrman period. And any $ t rongly-bui 1 t enc lo sure would 

have (11l filled its ess~ntial function if it discouraged attack only, without h.:iv ing to ward it 

off. The se observations may well apply also to many ca11t lcs and to~er11 of the l a ter medieval 

peri od, at any r ate before th~ advent of cannon made i t se 1 f fcl L.. It i!l, perhaps, unlikely that 

such nice dist inctions as would occur to the mode rn mind l11.?twr~n express l y mili t.:iry and pur e l y 

domest ic l ines o( e nccinte ~ul<l have been r ea<lily understood by t he build ers, occupant s or 

namer s of duns, of whatever pe riod. Simil arly, a distinction be tween c~ntre o ( l ocal or national 

administration and place of royal or aristocratic r esi<lP.nce s houl d not be overempha s iz ed. For 

much 0 ( the middle age!l t he r es iden1.:es, usual or seasonal, of kings, i:;r:cular dignita rie s and 

great churchmen would tend ali;o t o be seats of government, whether fonually or jnforma lly cons­

ti t ut ed, on a l'ermanen t or on .:in ad hoc basis. 

(Part II of this. papl?r wil'l app1uw in thf:: next isuue of l-1111 Tful'lel ·in ). 

REFERENCES 

Alexander 1952: Alexander , W.H.: 'l'lze Place- Names of' A'ber·deenilti-1;roe . Abt~ r<lcen 1952. 

Anderson 1922: Anderson, A.O.: J::arly Sources of Scottivh l'1:i1tory , A. D. 500- 1286 . 2 Vols. 

Edi nburgh 1922 . 

Cowan 1967: Cowan, I. u.: The l:'ar·isheu of Mediaval Scotland . Scottisl1 Rec ord Society, Vo l. 93. 
lidinbur gh 1967. 

Cowan and Easson 1976: Cowan, L. B. and J).l:L Easson: Medieval Reli9ioztG /loutJeS : Scotland . 2 
ed. London and New ~erk 1976. 

Feachem 1955: Feachem, R.\./.: "Fort ificatio ns", in Wainwright, F . T ., ed., 'l'he Pr-oblPm o f t he 
Picts , Nelson 1955 , 66-86. 

J.:ic k:;on 1953: Jacksun, K.: [,anguagc and llistory in Early Britain . Edinburgh 1953. 

Machain 1922: Macbain, A.: Pl-acr:t- Ncones, Hiyhla11ds and Islands of Scot land. Stirling 1922 . 

Macdonald an d La ing 1969-70: Mac donald, A.O.S. and L.R. Laing: ''Early Ecclesiastica l Sites in 
Scotland: a Field Survey, Part II" . Proc . Soc. Antiq. Scot . 102 (1969 -70), 129-45. 

Ni colaisen 1976: Nicola i sen, W.F.ll.: Scottie>h Place-Names . Lond on 1976 . 

Wainwright 1955: \Jainwright, F.T .: "The Picts and t he Problem", in Wainvright , l?.T ., ed., 
~~he Problem of the Picts . Ne lson 1955, 1-53. 

i-latson 1904: Watson, 1-1.J.: Place-flames of Ross and Cromarty. Inverness 1904. 

Watson 1926: Wats on , Vl,J.: '1.'he Histor y of the CeUic ?lace-Namer; o f Bcot'land. Edinburgh and 

London 1926. 


