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[bookmark: _Toc34394558]Section1. Your Experience of Offshore Wind Farms
	How many times a year do you visit the coast?
	Everyday
	Once/twice a week
	Once/twice a month
	Once/twice every six months
	Ten times a year
	Never

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	117
	149
	293
	414
	116
	63

	
	10%
	13%
	25%
	36%
	10%
	5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Have you ever seen an offshore wind farm?
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	
	
	

	
	571
	525
	58
	
	
	

	
	49%
	45%
	5%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Have you ever visited the coast to see an offshore wind farm?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	
	

	
	161
	962
	31
	
	
	

	
	14%
	83%
	3%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Have you ever avoided visiting the coast because of the presence of an offshore wind farm?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	
	

	
	62
	1059
	33
	

	
	

	
	5%
	92%
	3%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can you see an offshore wind farm from your house?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	
	

	
	44
	1103
	7
	
	
	

	
	4%
	96%
	1%
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can you see an offshore wind farm on your commute to work?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	
	

	
	78
	1060
	16
	
	
	

	
	7%
	92%
	1%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Have you ever seen and offshore wind farm on your holidays?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	
	

	
	470
	656
	28
	
	
	

	
	41%
	57%
	2%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you can see an OSWF from your house how does it make you feel?
	Good
	Irritated
	No Effect
	
	
	

	
	11
	10
	30
	
	
	

	
	3%
	1%
	1%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you can see an OSWF wind farm on your holidays how does it make you feel?
	Good
	Irritated
	No Effect
	
	
	

	
	233
	38
	227
	
	
	

	
	20%
	3%
	20%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you can see an OSWF wind farm on your commute how does it make you feel?
	Good
	Irritated
	No Effect
	
	
	

	
	40
	15
	39
	
	
	

	
	3%
	1%
	3%
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Section 2.  Irelands Electricity Generation and Supply Situation
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ireland is too reliant on foreign energy
	351
	404
	245
	43
	18
	93

	
	30%
	35%
	21%
	4%
	2%
	9%

	Ireland does NOT have an energy problem and should continue with existing energy resources
	39
	108
	259
	377
	310
	61

	
	3%
	9%
	22%
	33%
	27%
	5%

	 Ireland has a limited amount of fossil fuel resources which are running out
	343
	412
	230
	47
	27
	95

	
	30%
	36%
	20%
	4%
	2%
	8%

	Generating energy from offshore wind farms would make a difference to Ireland's carbon emissions
	484
	410
	170
	23
	15
	52

	
	42%
	36%
	15%
	2%
	1%
	5%

	Generating energy from offshore wind farms would make a difference to Ireland's energy security
	458
	409
	183
	20
	12
	72

	
	40%
	35%
	16%
	2%
	1%
	6%





[bookmark: _Toc34394560]Section 3. The Government and Offshore Wind Farms
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Irish Government is doing all it can to reduce carbon emissions/greenhouse gasses
	51
	145
	314
	327
	278
	39

	
	4%
	13%
	27%
	28%
	24%
	3%

	The Irish Government is not doing enough to reduce our carbon emissions
	378
	342
	281
	75
	44
	34

	
	33%
	30%
	24%
	7%
	4%
	3%

	The Irish Government should invest in offshore wind farms
	458
	363
	240
	31
	22
	40

	
	40%
	31%
	21%
	3%
	2%
	3%

	The Irish Government should NOT invest in renewable energy
	35
	81
	192
	253
	567
	26

	
	3%
	7%
	17%
	22%
	49%
	2%
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[bookmark: _Toc34394561]Section 4. How Do You Feel About Offshore Wind Farm Power Generation
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Offshore wind power is too expensive to generate electricity economically 
	50
	147
	318
	258
	107
	273

	
	4%
	13%
	28%
	22%
	9%
	24%

	Offshore wind turbines are detrimental to the fishing industry 
	40
	124
	362
	183
	91
	353

	
	3%
	11%
	31%
	16%
	8%
	31%

	Offshore wind farms could create jobs in the surrounding area
	246
	489
	243
	34
	14
	127

	
	21%
	42%
	21%
	3%
	1%
	11%

	Offshore wind farms could help the fishing industry
	88
	197
	413
	89
	24
	342

	
	8%
	17%
	36%
	8%
	2%
	30%

	If we had more offshore wind farms we would reduce our reliance on foreign energy 
	371
	485
	180
	19
	8
	90

	
	32%
	42%
	16%
	2%
	1%
	8%

	Offshore wind farms could help us meet our carbon reduction targets
	350
	493
	200
	23
	7
	80

	
	30%
	43%
	17%
	2%
	1%
	7%

	Electricity generated using offshore wind power is unreliable
	45
	136
	295
	328
	138
	211

	
	4%
	12%
	26%
	28%
	12%
	18%

	The fishing industry and the offshore wind industry could co-exist 
	232
	430
	241
	26
	16
	208

	
	20%
	37%
	21%
	2%
	1%
	18%

	There will be no benefit for me if an offshore wind farm is built in my locality
	75
	163
	338
	291
	132
	154

	
	7%
	14%
	29%
	25%
	11%
	13%

	Offshore wind farms are the best solution to our energy situation 
	193
	397
	344
	58
	22
	139

	
	17%
	34%
	30%
	5%
	2%
	12%

	I don't trust offshore wind farm developers
	61
	119
	396
	292
	144
	141

	
	5%
	10%
	34%
	25%
	12%
	12%




[bookmark: _heading=h.2y3w247][bookmark: _Toc34394562]Section 5. How Do You Feel About Offshore Wind Farms In General
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Offshore wind turbines harm wildlife
	54
	146
	337
	242
	111
	263

	
	5%
	13%
	29%
	21%
	10%
	23%

	Offshore wind turbines ruin beach visits
	57
	137
	296
	365
	207
	91

	
	5%
	12%
	26%
	32%
	18%
	8%

	Electricity generation using offshore wind power is renewable and clean once they are constructed
	296
	495
	203
	32
	15
	112

	
	26%
	43%
	18%
	3%
	1%
	10%

	Offshore wind turbines are interesting to look at
	136
	423
	341
	126
	55
	72

	
	12%
	37%
	30%
	11%
	5%
	6%

	I don't really notice offshore wind turbines if they are there when I look out to sea 
	104
	306
	394
	190
	53
	106

	
	9%
	26%
	34%
	16%
	4%
	9%

	I would take a boat trip to see an offshore wind farm
	118
	355
	270
	214
	124
	72

	
	10%
	31%
	23%
	19%
	11%
	6%

	I would avoid a beach where offshore wind turbines are visible 
	55
	115
	252
	390
	274
	67

	
	5%
	10%
	22%
	34%
	24%
	6%

	Offshore wind turbines make me mad
	39
	60
	240
	370
	387
	57

	
	3%
	5%
	21%
	32%
	34%
	5%

	Offshore wind turbines make me think that we are helping stall climate change 
	217
	469
	278
	67
	33
	89

	
	19%
	41%
	24%
	6%
	3%
	8%

	As long as I don't see them, I don't mind where offshore wind farms are built
	78
	218
	438
	245
	112
	62

	
	7%
	19%
	38%
	21%
	10%
	5%

	I  don't want offshore wind farms built anywhere off the Irish coast 
	36
	84
	269
	334
	367
	63

	
	3%
	7%
	23%
	29%
	32%
	5%
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[bookmark: _Toc34394563]Section 6. What Do You think Is Causing Climate Change
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Climate Change is related to demand for energy
	228
	514
	225
	80
	31
	75

	
	20%
	45%
	20%
	7%
	3%
	7%

	Climate change is as a result of ONLY human activity
	165
	263
	242
	312
	115
	56

	
	14%
	23%
	21%
	27%
	10%
	5%

	Climate change is as a result of ONLY natural processes
	44
	115
	198
	402
	337
	57

	
	4%
	10%
	17%
	35%
	29%
	5%

	Climate change is as a result of BOTH human activity AND natural processes
	286
	474
	200
	113
	42
	38

	
	25%
	41%
	17%
	10%
	4%
	3%

	There is nothing we can do to reduce the speed of climate change
	50
	112
	163
	361
	417
	50

	
	4%
	10%
	14%
	31
	36
	4

	There is no such thing as climate change
	43
	70
	162
	228
	621
	29

	
	3%
	6%
	14%
	20%
	54%
	3%

	Reducing our carbon emissions will help to reduce the speed of climate change
	412
	460
	169
	42
	25
	45

	
	36%
	40%
	15%
	4%
	2%
	4%

	If we don’t change how we produce electricity we will face more severe climate disasters
	412
	428
	192
	40
	24
	57

	
	36%
	37%
	17%
	3%
	2%
	5%




[bookmark: _Toc34394564]Section 7. What Is Your Position Regarding Environmental Issues
	Are you a member of an environmental group?
	Yes
	No
	
	
	

	
	70
	1056
	
	
	

	
	7%
	92%
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	If an information meeting was called in your locality about a proposed OSWF would you attend?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	

	
	483
	374
	296
	
	

	
	42%
	32%
	26%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Have you ever taken part in a public rally?
	Yes
	No
	
	
	

	
	344
	784
	
	
	

	
	28%
	68%
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Would you ever take part in a public rally?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	

	
	545
	359
	249
	
	

	
	47%
	31%
	22%
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Do you think renewable energy is a good idea?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	

	
	1021
	75
	57
	
	

	
	88%
	7%
	5%
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Do you support a transition to renewable energy?
	Yes
	No
	Don't know
	
	

	
	959
	98
	96
	
	

	
	83%
	8%
	8%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	If an offshore wind farm was planned for your locality would you…
	Support it actively
	Support it but not actively
	remain neutral
	Object to it but not actively
	Object to it actively

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	191
	419
	387
	83
	74

	
	17%
	36%
	34%
	7%
	7%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	

	If an offshore wind farm was planned for another part of Ireland would you…
	Support it actively
	Support it but not actively
	remain neutral
	Object to it but not actively
	Object to it actively

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	178
	434
	461
	53
	28

	
	15%
	38%
	40%
	5%
	2%
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	Gender
	Male
	Female
	
	
	

	
	589
	564
	
	
	

	
	51%
	49%
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Age
	16-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55+

	
	120
	199
	250
	189
	396

	
	10%
	17%
	22%
	16%
	34%

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Do you rent or own your home?
	Rent
	Own
	
	
	

	
	379
	733
	
	
	

	
	33%
	64%
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Would you describe where you live as rural or urban?
	Rural
	Urban
	
	
	

	
	475
	41
	
	
	

	
	41%
	59%
	
	
	


	

	
	
	
	
	

	What level of Education do you have?
	Primary
	Second Level
	Third Level
	Post Graduate
	Apprenticeship

	
	24
	360
	535
	217
	11

	
	3%
	31%
	46%
	19%
	1%


What is your primary news source?
	Irish Daily Mail
	Irish Daily Mirror
	Irish Daily Star
	Irish Examiner
	Irish Farmers Journal

	192
17%
	66
6%
	51
4%
	124
11%
	3
0.2%

	Irish Independent
	Irish Mail on Sunday
	Irish Sun
	Irish Sunday Mirror
	Sunday Business Post

	261
23%
	11
1%
	39
3%
	2
0.1%
	9
0.8%

	Sunday Independent
	Sunday times
	Sunday World
	The Guardian
	Irish Times

	16
1.3%
	8
0.7%
	5
0.4%
	12
1%
	127
11%

	Times Ireland Edition
	Other
	No answer
	
	

	5
0.4%
	221
19%
	2
0.1%
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc34394566]Annex 2: Comments from Facebook Survey
- “Great idea Windmills are the best”
- “We would need to cover the land and coast with wind turbines to even nearly replace fossil fuel produced electricity.”
- “I don’t think anyone has mentioned the elephant on the room....nuclear....which may turn out to be the least worst option.”
- “The only problem is, the very type of people who shout about saving the planet will be the ones who will object to these developments.  You only have to read the comment section. People saying they're great but don’t put them where I have to look at them or what about the birds. Things have been sticking out of the ocean for centuries and wind turbines for decades and I have never seen photos of piles of dead birds at the bottom of them.”
- “Great to see. We badly need more renewable energy, both onshore and off shore.”
- “Anything has got to be better than peat burning power stations.  With our large tidal ranges and strong tidal streams around the country I am amazed that we do not have anyone trying out other methods of power generation. They also wouldn't have the major objects wind farms will have around visibility or effect on wildlife.”
- “Great to hear. This is the real future of energy sustainability and security for Ireland.”
- “It should be funded by Irish semi states like the ESB, and the benefits should accrue to Ireland, similar to Statoil accruing to Norway. Foreign companies "investing" and exploiting Irish offshore territory are a modern equivalent of colonialism.”
- “I have no problem with wind turbines off shore provided they are placed so as not to have any land hills or mountain's at the other side of them. As this would be a MAJOR EYE SORE. Clear water to the horizon at the other side of the turbines is ok.”
- “My only fear about off shore is birds getting killed and what happens to the great big stump in the sea in 25+ years. Will it be a danger to shipping?”
- “Absolutely vital, but keep major tourist sites and beauty spots free. Put clusters amongst the parts we don't go to as a rule.”
- “Great idea, but we'd be much better off going nuclear.”
- “Wind farms would be great they would also become marine reserves, time to get rid of hydro power all they do is destroy rivers and wipe out migratory fish.”
- “There needs to be better explanation to the general public of how this intermittent power supply will be made more reliable. Will excess wind power be stored in battery farms or in the form of hydrogen?” “As it stands, don't we still need gas/peat/oil/coal etc. to smooth out the energy, as the wind doesn't always blow strong enough to generate enough power?”
- “Surely wind farms, would provide an ideal resting spot to migrating birds?”
- “Do not like those windmills terrible to look at.”
- “The more the better [image: https://static.xx.fbcdn.net/images/emoji.php/v9/ffc/1/16/1f44d.png]”
- “Save your money. Wind and solar are only part of the solution. Nuclear energy is the missing link. Without it we’ll be reliant on fossil fuel for a very long time to come.”
- “Better than looking at the fecking things on our scenic mountain they have the place ruined next they will have them in Killarney nation park hydro is the way to go we are surrounded by water.”
- “Definitely the more the merrier .... Plus they provide sanctuary areas for aquatic animals against large-scale trawling.”
- “Good idea”
- “We don't need to go offshore. We have ample onshore wind resources.”
- “Some people are ridiculous. They don't like wind farms, don't like power lines, but they want electricity in the home. What the hell they want? Nuclear station beside? Don't like this, don't like that!
Cry me a river! [image: https://static.xx.fbcdn.net/images/emoji.php/v9/f8d/1/16/1f621.png]”
- “In its lifetime, one Industrial Wind Turbine will never wipe out the carbon footprint it takes to make it. So how is this a 'renewable energy' the only thing it renews is the yearly subsidies it costs tax payers to have this stupidity surrounding us!”
- “I live here in Arklow on the S/E/Coast and when I see the wind farms on our beautiful mountains they look bad and take the beauty from our great lands and mountains and all I say to you is erect them out at sea where the existing ones are at present off of Arklow and they look good as well.”
- “What proof is there that this is safe for aquatic life? We are already causing enough destruction at sea and everywhere else we touch!”
- “Well that won't be a concern of anyone in this govt. They're already putting them up next to humans, ignoring WHO guidelines that say turbines are detrimental to human health. So what is our Governments answer? To continue the deliberate delay of updating Irish guidelines so they can put farms all over Ireland with NO concern for those living near. I can't see how there will
be any concern for life out at sea.”
- “We have lots of land that’s good for nothing else.  The farmers could do with the extra money and the sea could do without all the interference.”
- “Survey interesting - the only thing is that while I agree with offshore, close to land in a beauty spot is different to further out at sea in areas not considered beauty spots - the places would have to be picked carefully. However, we absolutely have to tackle climate by any means necessary at this stage. Offshore wave energy should be a big part of this.”
- “I agree and fully support wind energy. We are in an absolute crisis with little time to turn this thing around. I'm just thinking that perhaps in the few places of exceptional coastal beauty, they should be further out or somewhere else!”
- “I lived in Essex, UK for years and there are turbines off the coast. They look good. There are areas around Ireland that these can be placed that won't block out views etc. We need renewable energy!”
-  “Oil and coal are doing much more damage and killed and displaced, made sick a lot of people around the world so we could stay using them and nothing will change, only our environment, or try embrace any Technology that might have less impact on our World Environment”
- “I would personally be in favour of it. It has been highlighted by the scientific community that it order to limit the effect of the global warming which is already under way we need to make a swift and massive move towards renewal energy.”
- “Just look across the Irish sea UK has numerous large wind farms producing green renewable energy, its time the Irish Government woke up and provided an incentive for companies to invest, attitudes will change when were are fined for our carbon emissions in 2020.”
- “If electricity was cheaper in those areas where the masts are it might get more support alas it's getting dearer.”
- “Offshore turbines kill a lot of marine birds and I would venture to suggest that the infrasound from wind turbines would interfere with the sonar used by whales, dolphins etc. Wind turbines are an obsolete technology. There are surely better ways of generating electricity.”
- “There is no climate change catastrophe. The planet has warmed by 1 deg C since pre-industrial times. So what??”
- “Climate change, pesticides, loss of habitat, polluting intensive agriculture are what are killing off our birdlife and wildlife. Thousands of puffins in a mass die-off recently due to climate change is just the latest example. Wind turbines should be placed where they are not on migration paths and environmental impact studies carried out first. Our main priority is to save the snuffing out of most life on planet earth from climate change.”
- “Go for it, people probably complained about old fashioned windmills when they were first built and look, now they are tourist sights! The faster we can drop fossil fuels the better, retract the offshore drilling license immediately!”
- “Fine as long as the power is for Ireland. Not fine if the power goes elsewhere.”
- “Better than on the land.”
- “MaREI should know better! Offshore turbines are just as damaging as onshore turbines with their attendant high voltage power lines onshore and constant noise offshore. Tell them to do some research on the effects of offshore turbine acoustics on marine life! Public opinion is irrelevant. The damage is not sustainable.”
- “Double benefit - offshore wind farms are out of bounds for trawlers so the sea around turbines becomes a haven and nursery for fish.”


[bookmark: _Hlk78344219]Annex 3: Summary Output Tables of All Statistical Tests Performed
	Association
	Type
	Hypothesis retained from test
	p-value
	test value

	Relationship between public attitudes to and experiences of offshore wind farms (OSWFs)
	Wilcoxon
	Attitudes towards OWFs vary significantly with experience of OSWFs
	p < 1e-6
	93.382

	Relationship between the nature of experience and attitudes to OSWFs
	Chi-square
	There is a statistically significant association between nature of experience of OSWFs and attitudes towards them
	p < 1e-7
	41.056

	Relationship between education and attitudes to OSWFs
	Kruskal-Wallis
	Attitudes towards OSWFs vary statistically significantly with education
	p = 0.0009
	16.465

	Relationship between home ownership and attitudes to OSWFs
	Chi-square
	Attitudes towards OSWFs do not vary significantly with type of home ownership
	p = 0.6437
	2.505

	Relationship between home ownership and attitudes to OSWFs using aggregate
	Chi-square
	Attitudes towards OSWFs do not vary significantly with type of home ownership
	p = 0.6540
	0.849

	Relationship between living area (urban v rural) and attitudes to OSWFs
	Chi-square
	Attitudes towards OSWFs do not vary significantly with type of living area (urban v rural)
	p = 0.3117
	4.770

	Relationship between living area (urban v rural) using a three-level categorical variable ‘overall attitudes’ to address imbalanced representation of opinions across rurality groups
	Chi-square
	Attitudes towards OSWFs do not vary significantly with type of living area (urban v rural)
	p = 0.2047
	3.172
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