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called An Sithean, the Fairy Seat. ... It may be added, in connection with the burials in
Raigmore, that in Ireland it was not unusual to bury unbaptized children in a Rath.'" Raigbeg is
at NH 811290, on the R. Findhorn in Strathdearn. It is not now apparent from the 0S 6 in. record
sheet (1975) to what the name originally referred; but there are numerous hut circles and field-
systems shown a mile or so away to E and S. Raigmore, at NH 809271, is also on the R. Findhorn in
Strathdearn, about a mile and a half S of Raigbeg. The Original Name Book (1868-73) also says
that it is a disused graveyard. It is a circular enclosure consisting of turf-covered wall-
footings, 12.0 m. in diameter and 0.3 m. in height, situated atop a small wooded knoll, around the
base of which are traces of walling and ruined buildings. There was no local information to
confirm it as a disused burial ground in 1966. It is perhaps worth pointing out, following
Watson's observation about Irish practice, that the enclosure here need not have been built
originally as that of a Christian cemetery. (Raigbeg only appears on the 1 in. index cards - in
the parish of Moy and Dalarossie, Inverness.) Watson's other general observation that rath in
Scots Gaelic can denote hut-circles receives confirmation from another Sutherland example: a N-S
ridge centred at NC 911228, between the R. Helmsdale (to W) and the Kildonan Burn (to E) and above
the Strath of Kildonan, on which many hut circles and field-systems are shown on the 0S 6 in.
record sheet, is called (Creag) Druim nan Rath. Another Raigmore is in the parish of Inverness
and Bona, now within the suburbs of Inverness itself and largely built over: Raigmore Hospital is
at NH 685448. A source cited by the 0S records states that there was a moot-hill on the estate of
Raigmore (NH 683455); but the OS reasonably suggests that confusion has arisen here with the
better-attested moot-hill on the neighbouring estate of Culcabock, at approximately NH 683446.
This latter site is said to have been in use until the end of the 18th cemtury and to have been
removed finally c. 1884: there is no local knowledge of it (1962). The name Raigmore may well,
however, have applied originally to a specific site: possibly to a cairn such as that originally
at NH 687454 and now re-erected at NH 687450. There seems to be nothing helpful in this connec-

tion in the Original Name Books.

Some superficially possible names probably da not contain rath at all. MacBain (1922, 318-

19) thought that Rothes in Moray is rath with the termination '-as', '-us', '-ais' denoting
‘place', 'station': 'place of raths or granges'; but Watson (1926, 498-9) made Rathais, Rothes
'fortunate' or 'lucky station' (rath, 'good fortune, grace' and fas, 'stance, station'). Rath-
soluis (Bracadale, Inverness), NG 387342, is part of a N facing hill slope and nothing significant
is shown in the vicinity on the 0S 6 in. record sheet. It is possibly to be compared with Resolis
(Resolis, Ross), Gaelic Ruigh-sholuis, 'slope of light' or 'bright slope' (Reisolace 1662): the
site of the parish church is a slope with a bright south-easterly exposure (Watson 1904, 120-1) -
though such seems an odd name for a slope facing N, unless it is a humorous application.

Similarly Rahane (Rosneath, Dumbarton) may be referable to ruigh. The name Rahane, NS 230878, 'is
located on the E slope of Mam Mér (217.10 m.), overlooking the Gare Loch. Meikle Rahane,

NS 235868, is a farm on the E slope of Maol Riabhach (195 m.), also overlooking the Gare Loch,
about a mile to SSE; and Little Rahane, NS 237861, is a farm on the same slope about half a mile
farther S. There is nothing to note from the OS 6 in. record sheet. Rahane itself may be a
transferred name: it does not appear in the Original Name Book -~ Meikle and Little Rahane both do

(spelled Rahaen).
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Note 1. RATHINVERAMON (Watson 1926, 430).

The discussion below of the dates, ancestry and relationships of the sources, and of the
location and historical context of Rathinveramon, is based on M.0. Anderson, Kings and Kingship in
Early Scotland, Edinburgh and London 1973, pp. 49, 52, 58, 60, 61, 62, 64, 96, 213, 235, 236, 237,
249 n. 121; and on Anderson 1922, I, 1lvii-1lviii, 291, 517-18. The text passages in which the
various forms of the place-names occur are to be found in Anderson 1973, 250, 267, 274, 275, 283,
284, supplemented by Anderson 1922, I, 291, 517-18 (for List G). The quotation from the Latin
text of Fordun is taken from Johannis de Fordun Chronica Gentis Scotorum (Jobn of Fordun's
Chronicle of the Scottish Nation), ed. W.F. Skene, transl. F.J.H. Skene, 2 vols., Edinburgh 1871
and 1872 (The Historians of Scotland, vols. I and IV), Book 4, ch. 34, vol. 1, p. 177.

Certain of the Scottish regnal lists say of King Domald, son of Alpin, who died in 862, that
he died in Rathinveramon: "Rathinueramon" (Regnal List D); !'Raith in veramont”" (List F as read by
Innes, 1729), "Inverament" (List F in Harleian MS 4628); '"Raich i(n) ueramo(n)'", with bar over "i"

and "o" (List G); "Rait inueramon' (List I). The Scottish Chronicle says of him: "obiit in

palacio Cinnbelathoir", where "cinn-" of the MS might be read as "cum" and "-thoir" has probably
been altered from '"chor'. The Prose and Verse Chronicle inserted in the Chronicle of Melrose says
(in verse), s.a. 859, that "he is said to have been assassinated at Scone' - a statement in which

it is followed essentially by the chronicler John of Fordun.

The same regnal lists say of King Constantine, son of Culen, who died in 997, that he died
in Rathinveramon: "interfectus est a Kynnet filio Makcolm' in Rathinueramon" (List D);
"interfectus a Kinat filio Malcolm I in Rathveramoen" (List F); "interfectus a Kineth filio
Malcolin in Rathinueramon” (List I); "Rathinueramon" also apparently in List G. The Prose and
Verse Chronicle says (in verse), s.a. 994, that he 'was slain by the sword, at the head of the
river Almond (ad caput amnis amon), in Tegalere ("in Teg ale re", scanned Tégiler&; variant, "in
ius regale", which does not fit the metre); ... Kenneth, the son of Malcolm, struck him." Fordun,
describing dynastic struggles between 994 and 1004, says of Constantine and Kenneth that "they
met ... in Lothian, near the banks of the river Almond" (... in Laudonia, juxta ripam amnis
Amonde ...), where both the leaders were killed. (It is worth noting that the Annals of

Tigernach, Chronicon Scotorum and the Annals of Clonmacnoise note Constantine's death in Scottish

civil war, s.a. (997).)

M.0. Anderson has postulated a 12th century Latin regnal list, from which two groups of
texts (X" and "Y") are descended, one of which (X) comprises Lists F, D, I, K and (from Kenneth
son of Alpin onwards) G (closely related to F), N and the Verse Chronicle. She believes that the
parent text of the X group took final shape in the reign of Alexander II (1214-49). The chroni-
clers Fordun and Wyntoun also used texts of this group. List D is in a MS of c¢. 1500. List F
survives only in two 18th century copies, that of Innes and that in a Harleian MS. List I could
be as early as the first quarter of the 14th century, but seems rather later. List G is incorpor-
ated in a Chronicle of England to 1347, in a l4th century MS. The Verse Chronicle is a rendering
in Latin elegiac couplets of the regnal list from Kenneth son of Alpin (c. 843-58) onwards,
complete with the chronicle notes on the Kings. It was copied piecemeal into margins and spaces
of the Chronicle of Melrose, probably not later than 1264. It is the earliest surviving version
of a regnal list in point of MS date. M.0. Anderson believes that the original Verse Chronicle
was probably composed before the death of Alexander II. It and List I are closely akin to Lists
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probably denotes the Roman fort, as it very often does in Wales (Dixon 1947, 156; Watson 1926,
365-6, 369).

The plain of Lothian, at least, was probably in fairly secure Scots control by this time:
the Scottish Chronicle notes under the reign of Indulf (954-62) that "in his time, the fortress of
Eden was evacuated, and abandoned to the Scots until the present day" (in huius tempore opidum
Eden (possibly edeu in MS) uacuatum est ac relictum est Scottis usque in hodiernum diem): the
place in question seems as likely as not to be the castle rock of Edinburgh (Anderson 1922, I,

468-9; Anderson 1973, 252).

At both places, then, there are Roman permanent forts. If, however, one or both of them are
in fact the location of royal-aristocratic residences named after the mouth of the Almond (one or
both), it remains a moot point whether ridth denotes the whole enceinte of the Roman ramparts, or
an enclosure utilising part of the Roman works or standing wholly within them. The choice of a
Roman fort might indicate that the existence of ramparts surviving in good enough condition to be
recognizable for what they were and to be wholly or partly reburbished, was a decisive factor in
making that choice; though location at a convenient quarry of raw materials might have been an
equally potent, if not the major factor, in the minds of the early Christian builders: much might
have depended on how long the fort(s) lay derelict altogether. But if two places called
Rathinveramon are in question, it seems to this writer that, on the evidence available to him,
that at Cramond is more likely to have been situated within Roman defenses than that in

Perthshire.

Note 2. RATH ERENN IN ALBA.

Discussing (pp. 225-33) Eire etc. as-district names in Gaelic Scotland, Watson (1926, 227,
285), refers to St. Fillan (Fdeldn, later Faoldn), who is designated 'of R&dth Erenn in Alba'
(Foelan ... o Raith Erend i nAlbain ...; note on Félire of Oengus, June 20, in LB). He argues

" .. no such name exists

forcibly that this was not St. Fillan's at the lower end of Loch Earn:
there, either now or on record, though the Old Stat. Acc. of Comrie mentions Din Fhaoldin,

"Fillan's Hill' (or Fort), with St. Fillan's Well on the top of it. Rath Eireann is, as I

believe, still extant; it appears on record as 'Raterne in the earldom of Stratherne', 1488 ...;
Raterne, 1466 ..., now Rottearns, in the parish of Ardoch. As this is quite outside the Valley o:
the Earn, the meaning must be 'Rath of Eire' - a district." Again, "Réth Erenn, 'Ireland's rath'

I believe to be Rottearns in Ardoch parish (p. 227)."

In fact, the note on the Félire of Oengus at June 20 in LB has of Fieldn: '"From Raith-
hErenn; he is in Scotland, near Glenn-Drochta in the west'; and in Rawlinson B505, "Faelan the
dumb, from Srath-hErenn in Scotland." The Martyrology of Gorman also says of Fdelan at June 20
that he is "in Raith-Erenn in Scotland". The Brussels Martyrology of Tallaght says of him at
June 20 "in Srath-Eret in Scotland". (See Anderson 1922, I, 231,) By Glenn-Drochta is probably
meant Glen Dochart, the glen of the R. Dochart, which flows into Loch Tay at Killin: Strath
Fillan joins the upper end of Glen Dochart proper from the NW. In 1317/18 Robert I granted the

ustinian abbey of Inchaffray to provide a canon to

ry then developed there: in 1318 the bishop of
54

Dunkeld bestowed the church of Killin on the abbot of Inchaffray and the canons of that monastery,
who by appointment of the abbot should serve in the chapel of St. Fillan in Glendochart, provided
that a sufficient number of canons should be settled there. The revenues of the church of Killin
were made over to the prior and canons dwelling at and serving in the chapel of St. Fillan (Cowan
and Easson 1976, 98). There had probably been an earlier religious foundation in Glen Dochart:
the 'abbot of Glendochir (or Glendocheroch)' mentioned as a local magnate, along with the Earl of
Atholl, in the reign of William the Lion (1165-1214), was probably a layman at that stage (Cowan
and Easson 1976, 52), enjoying the revenues or at least occupying the abbot's lands of a defunct
community. Strathfillan was originally a chapel in Glen Dochart, apparently attaining.parochial
status after the erection of the priory, whereupon it and Killin continued as one united parish
(Cowan 1967, 191, 102). If Killin was the original parish church of the whole district, it seems
likely that a pre-12t :entury ecclesiastical settlement was located there rather than at

Strathfillan.

Glen Dochart, however, was almost certainly not the location of Rath Eremn: it has crept
into the note because of its association with a saint Féelin. But Faeldn of Rith Erenn and Fdelén
of Strathfillan were apparently two different traditional personages: TFdeldn of Strathfillan is
at January 9 in the Martyrology of Aberdeen, which serves to identify him with Fdel&n of Cluain
Moescna in Fir Tulach, Co. Westmeath, of the Irish calendars; whereas Fdeldn of R4ith Erenn, June
20, is also said to be of Cell Fdeldn in Laiges (Watson 1926, 164, 227, 284-5). An Irish writer,
with no detailed knowledge of Scots topography or ecclesiastical traditions, may well not have
known this. The variant readings 'Srath-hErenn' and 'Srath-Eret' quoted above do point to
Strathearn and specifically (pace Watson) to St. Fillans at the E end of Loch Earn: a short
distance SE of St. Fillans is the early Christian fortress of Dundurn (see R.W. Feachem,
"Fortifications", in The Problem of the Picts, ed. F.T. Wainwright, Nelson 1955, 82-3, fig. 9
and pl. 4). It is probably the place said to have been besieged in 683 (AU: Duin duirn); and
Regnal List D says that King Giric (878-89) died in Dundurn (Dunduin, Anderson 1973, 267), as do
the Prose and Verse Chronicles (in verse),’ s.a. 872 (Anderson 1922, I, 191, 364, 368). It was
presumably a stronghold of at least spasmodic importance and likely to have been known beyond the

confines of its own district - possibly as far afield as Ireland.

Dundurn, or St. Fillan's Hill, is at NN 708232, guarding the exit of the R. Earn from Loch
Earn. On it are St. Fillan's Well and St. Fillan's Chair (it is presumably the Din Fhaol&in of
the Old Statistical Account of Comrie); and the low ground separating Dundurn from the main hill
massif immediately to S is Bealach an t-Sagairt. About 400 m. NW of the foot of Dundurn, at
NN 703235, is St. Fillan's Chapel (remains of): the surviving ruins are apparently of late
medieval date, but seem to be on an earlier site. It does not appear to have been a medieval
parish church; but the immediate proximity of the documented (and archaeologically significant)
fortress and a church of a St. Fdeldn gives rise to a very strong suspicion that by R4th Erenn was
meant Dundurn. Watson's objection that Rdth Erenn is not recorded locally, either now or in the
past, can be met by assuming (what is indeed quite likely) that it is a literary creation that
never had local currency and that does not, therefore, reflect historical colloquial usage. If,
furthermore, the name is Irish, or at any rate Gaelic, r4th here may denote simply the hill and
its fortifications, without having any additional connmotation of administrative centre: in other
words, the postulated Picto-Scottish rath- need not be in question here. Dundurn was, according
to this argument, the rath par excellence of Earn as a great fortress of at least some historical
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