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METHODS

Aim & Objectives

• Further MDT education on adherence to NCCP national SACT regimens and prescribing standards is required to ensure best practice prescribing of SACT

• Perform an annual audit and review of adherence to NCCP national SACT regimens and NCCP prescribing standards to continually monitor and enhance compliance.

• Encourage pharmacists, doctors and cancer nurses to utilise pre-printed SACT prescription forms where available, promoting consistency and reducing errors. 

• Expand the use of regimen-specific pre-printed prescriptions as an interim solution while awaiting the arrival of electronic prescribing and NSIC. 

• Consider reviewing and updating the current standard SACT prescription form to align with current best practices and evolving standards. 

 

 

The availability and usage of systemic anticancer therapy (SACT) has increased significantly over 

recent years. Whilst SACT has undeniably benefited patients, it also poses a challenge to patient 

safety as the number of cytotoxic drugs expands. 

The National Cancer Care Programme (NCCP) has set out to design and implement national policies 

and practices for oncology medicine in order to maintain high levels of patient safety.1

Demographics

This study was a prospective 
audit of SACT prescriptions 
over a four-week period in 
June 2023 at CUH.

Data Collection was 
developed using the NCCP 
Oncology Medication Safety 
Review Report 2014.2

These lists were then cross-
referenced with hard copies of 
patients’ prescription files 
retrieved from the aseptic 
compounding unit at the end 
of each working day.

A report was run, to identify 
outpatient patients who 
received SACT on each 
working day within the four-
week period. 

For inpatients, the daily 
scheduling Excel file was 
consulted.

Prescriptions were then 
evaluated to complete the 
data collection tool.

Anonymised data was 
captured and the results were 
collated to show any trends in 
adherence to NCCP regimes 
and prescribing standards.

Gender

Female Male

The results of the audit are largely positive, with 86.3% (n=354) of the prescriptions audited 

receiving SACT therapy in accordance with NCCP national SACT regimens. However, adherence 

varied significantly across cancer types, this warrants tailored strategies for improvement of 

adherence to NCCP regimens. Only 7% of prescriptions were written on pre-printed forms.

The primary outcome of this audit was to assess adherence to NCCP national SACT regimens, 

which is a key quality and patient safety objective for the NCCP.1

A secondary outcome was to assess adherence to NCCP prescribing standards as outlined in the 

NCCP Oncology Medication Safety Review Report 2014, in order to identify potential areas for 

improvements in prescribing practices in CUH.2
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Overall, the audit found that eleven of the twenty-four NCCP SACT prescribing standards were 

followed by more than 98% of the 410 prescriptions examined, however, several areas for 

improvement were also identified.

1. NCCP Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy Model of Care - HSE.ie [Internet]. [cited 2023 Aug 26]. Available from: 
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/profinfo/medonc/nccp-systemic-anti-cancer-therapy-model-of-care.html
2. NCCP Oncology Medication Safety Review Report - HSE.ie [Internet]. [cited 2023 Aug 6]. Available from:

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://upic.ucc.ie/visual-identity.html&ei=4huPVL2JKsbm7ga1loCICg&bvm=bv.81828268,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH2Jraits8Vmh98-H_Tf7QUeNK4ew&ust=1418751312485165
http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://upic.ucc.ie/visual-identity.html&ei=BhyPVOXJBay17gbIg4CgBA&bvm=bv.81828268,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH2Jraits8Vmh98-H_Tf7QUeNK4ew&ust=1418751312485165

	Slide 1

