




























































































. • . 0 nsciousness of what
the hidden offences of rape and domestic v10lence; a swelllni, co 

. . . . · rninal justice system
amounted to the re-victimisation of the victim by the actual en 

· tiJnology has been
itself; and the widespread growth of victim activism. As vic 

h are now addressed.
discussed in detail previously, it is the remaining four factors t at 

F. . 1967 h p 'd ' C . . Law Enforcement and1rst, m , t e res1 ent s orruruss1on on 

Administration of Justice conducted an innovative �ational victimisation survey to
. · rrunologists as theascertain the nature and extent of unreported crime, known to en 

dark figure, the gap between what might be the real level and the officially recorded

level of crime. 120 This survey helped to buttress what the public already knew - that

crime was at unacceptably high levels and its victims neglected. Though under­

reporting is by definition hard to enumerate, figures generated by these surveys

l. ht thi conducted under the authority of a government agency that shed some ig on s

dark figure of crime provided the ammunition of concrete data to endorse rhetorical

claims about the true seriousness and depth of unlawfulness on the street. Therefore

one of the first ways in which victims were rediscovered was as indices in alternative

measures to calculate criminal activity, indeed "it is no accident that the explosion of

interest in victims and victimization surveys developed simultaneously ... each 

provided some stimulus for the other and each the potential for providing benefits to 

the other" 121: 

Victims, once on the margins of criminological research, are now a central focus of 

academic research. Crime surveys, both national and local, and qualitative studies of 

the impact of crime, of victims needs and services have furnished a wealth of 

information which has permanently altered the criminological agenda ... As a result 

the victims has moved from being the 'forgotten actor' to key player in the criminal 

justice process.122 

These surveys also revealed reasons for the non-reporting of swathes of crime:
victims themselves determined that the crime was not serious enough to warrant
�ep�rting or felt no benefit in doing so as they were not insured; they dealt with the
mc1dent personally; they believed that nothing could or would be done about the

120 p 'd res1 ems Commission on Law E � Police (Washingto DC· G 
11 orccment and Admi11istrat· r . . , , , 

12 1 • 
11 · ovemmcnt Printing Office I%?)

ion ° Justice Task Force Rc11ort: 1111 
Hmdelang M 'Victimization Survc . l111emario11a/ Pers e • (B . ymg, Theory and Rcsea I , . m
Zcd , . � cllve erhn:deGruytcr, 1982) ISi 

rci • 111 Schni,;idcr II (ed.) The V/ctilll I/Incr L V1ct1ms' • in Ma uir M (Oxford: Oxford Univ · g e ' Morgan R & Reiner R ( ersity Press, 2002) 419 eds.) The 0Aford llc111dbook of Cr/111/11<1/oS\'
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