[bookmark: _GoBack]Interest in the paradigm of open innovation has been considerable in recent years. However, limitations in the scope of this research are now evident.  Some of those limitations are addressed in this research study by focusing on open innovation from an SME perspective and, in particular, from the perspective of global high-tech SME firms.    
The goal of this research study is to address the shortcomings in the literature in understanding the adoption of the open innovation practices within the SME sector and in particular within the global high-tech SME sector.  This study focused by examining these practices to understand the nature of the adoption and also to explore the influencing factors on how these firms come to adopt open innovation practices.   Qualitative multiple case study research was conducted within fourteen firms across the ICT and medical device industries.  Research was conducted primarily by interviewing the CEOs and/or founders of these high-tech global SME firms. 
The findings of this study help to develop our understanding of the meaning of open innovation for global high-tech SME firms. Open innovation adoption for global high-tech SME firms is different to that of larger firms. These findings indicate that global high-tech SME firms are adopting open innovation practices and when these practices are managed effectively, it is a positive strategy overall. For many global high-tech SME firms, their adoption of open innovation practices is on a short-term, project basis rather than on a strategic basis. This research study contributes to the open innovation research by exploring the adoption of open innovation at the individual innovation practice level. The contribution of this research study for practitioners is the development of an ‘innovation fitness’ model and the subsequent ‘innovation fitness’ archetypes which were derived from this model.  


o e s e i b e e vt o
T —————— T

B —
= e e e kg SHE s, T sy s o
e i it s f o aopion o s 0 exre .
[ e ——
Qe e o sty o s ol il e s s
e KT 1 i vk o v v bt iy
et Ctn o s g M.

i g ol Bt ko oo s o g
T M S ——————
e S e o o e BT st g
e ch S s e = e s e e e e
T
i e s of pen vt g b 4 e, e
A ——
e e, Th cnthtion of hs e sy o g he
gt o 40 ot s ] nd e e e s
et av—————y



