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Pftll'l' I: INTRODUCTION• 

Sectional d.iv.1.sions occur in all four major codices of Old 

English poetry: the Junius Ms., the Exeter book, the Vercelli 

Ms. end the �� 1!s. , and also in +,he extant transcript and 

I'.1 r�doa. the nmain sections 

of the poem are m.a..."'ked in the transcript by capitals ( usually 

lorge capitale) and indentation at the margin11 (Gordon, 1937, 

:p • /-ifj); in the great codices ,;t line ia usu.c-tl.ly left blank a.s 

well, so that these di visions, however insignitict1.r1t a, feature 

of modern editions, a.re a striking oha.ra.cteristio of the poems 

in their original form. [ o:r. Appendix A. J 

These di visions have, however, fared ill at the hands o:r

moderrt editors and scholars. Bradley (1915) in effect denied 

any literacy significance to these sections by suggesting that 

they represent the contents o:f' the loose leaves or sheets of 

parchment on which the texts were first mtten be:f'ore bein 

transcribed into regw.ro." coc1ioes. Bradley• s theot'"J seems on the 

fe.oc of th:l.:ngs \l.l'ltenable in view vf the f o.ot that, in the only 

extended d�lice.tion3 in A:nelo.;3&XQn poetic ma.nusoripta, the 

sectionr>.1 divisions ooour i':1 corresponding positions. In 

"'Knapp and Dobbie, Vol. I pp. xviii, xxx:l.x; II pp• :xx, Jiliii; 
Ill r,p .. xvi, btxiv; IV pp. x:rlv, J.xx. The situation is 00111-
plicated by the :f'oot that tl1ese cdi tors do not 1:i.st the Sectional 
Divisiono tor the '.\n61,o G�on i.l:inor �oems', Vol. II, although 
sectional div-..i.sions do ooour in J.tal.don: Gorclon• s ed.i tion (19.37) 
p. 40.
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the JwdtiB Ms•• �JIJ!gl ta divtcled at the beginning ot the ' 

oft.ho ': 

362 pe geblotaigc,, bylyffi t .,up�u4•• • • 

In A,MM, in i'!llll boter Books, lho a.:i:v::1.1s.:i.1 

po3.n'tl 

comes at the 

• }Pee, bUvd.t 1r 1,. 

In §$W6 � Bo,Ay...l., in the Ve:roclli Boote, the aeoUonal divi-

lion OOCNr$ at l1ne 126, attor tbe 

IIOll to ltf1.tMlde :env,cmt 

In the ¼bcoter B * ... :::c= <,il.U .... , ""�'Qif - end& vd.tb. the 

men to JtaJM:JdUtll 120-J. 

\Ill it oeoms that the Vcroelli aoribe copied two division& ot

e. poem or vlhioh the illxoter aoribe contente4 blmaelt w1 tb ono

diri.sion1 'llbat is aiam,ticant 1a tbo.t they aboulcl hovo made 

iib.cir 11\MUSGrtpt bN-ak at ,Otl.7 the 

aor1bea ot �,.!l+. MW-'".;l. .. ra• 

point. aa did the 

p.87) and Gollenoa (Isq �B lw!;uaor,\P;t, P• z:mi) oonneoted

the divisiona With Old Englieh � from w. Gm.• f1tt.jo, l'Olated

ta Old Engl.1ab t.it''"N:Ct ocours 1n the Ert!,w,i

'i'NG'"' ... "'= &1 t'. gioes or l,<!gtip. In the � _Q.tio A to the 014

«tm«>n !i�l� t'!Mther nn-crenoe oooun:

0 Jwrta morcm vero illlua poemf.l.t 
per vittoaa dintin:dt, quas no 
POIS\111\18 appolla.re • 11 

tentia.o 
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Gollancz and i'o1.-ster therefore auc[,;estcd that the sectional ctivi­

:;dons •not al,1eys corrcctl:,r i HJ.icatecl by scribes' were introduoed 

by tho poet to indicate the u:,p1"'0x:i.matc length of a reading� 

(Gollancz, loo. oit.) 'l'his, however, failo to account for the 

wide variations in the lengths of' r,;tttp - one, in J:Jpl,do9., is u 

short as si.,"{ lines, while the 10:1,:_;cr;t in Bcxmuli' is 142 lines long. 

Timmer (1952) :p. 322 rather naively suggested. tb.ats 

•These units of composition� be a�uled pnycbolog­
ioal units beoauae they agree with the duration ot
the momentary inspiration of the poet ,. ,bn the
� tu1 a novelist divides his novel in·�o nurJbored
ohapters. 11 

( I tal.ios mine.)

This will not do, either: the highly intricate rhetorical pat­

terns in Anglo-.1rucon poems indioate that they a.re. anything but 

•inspirational literature•.

The chief' objection against the·. validity of the Sections is 

that, as Prof'essor Wrenn puts it: 

0Some of them seem tr) have had their ind.ior.tions 
misplaced so as to show no relntion wlul,tever to 
the sense .'1 (1958, p. 10).

It is my thesis, however, that while the individual divisions do 

not mark off' eel.£...containeu. stages in the action, their function 

is to denote significant Oht>..ngcs in theme or atmosphere. These 

changes in theme are usu:tJ.ly SU})!)orted by distinguishable rhetor. 

ioal pattema, which occur at the beginr,ing Md end ot the f>itt.s, 

and make of' ea.oh ru.t, a thcmatio unity. F�ther, ths fi 'bt,!, fom 

larger groups of 3, 5 or 6> wh.i.ch do coincide vrith the major stages 

of the narrative. 
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levela, the tlrat l•.v" h\Y' onquiey is then oonduotod on 

ia an attet®ted • ola.oe rca.dintJ• � all.in�. aadtrin

to d1atinBUiah the main tb rl.oal pa.ttema wb:Lob mark 

ott 

ii.de 

lte PNdOOO$eor. e oting rosUlt

to t, the 1nlbJoot:1'Vity al the app� VOUnD• 

oult. ,w:t 

aubJeotivo onalaat.s hu been at,,onsthoncd trom two ac,p 

wtu.cb l>etmaen the a wq ot 6Nundlne m;, oubJ$ot1v 

.roaaiona on ob3c,oti.vo on.ten.a. A ete.tistioal O,DQ,,UB- ot t 

,Bnn.<f:M by Mr. A.J. (QC• �endix .B.] haa 

aUMeatea., 1n h1a ; 

the 'fit.a' are oo:i;poatod ot a varying mnber 
ler unita o.'bout lS llms 1n length, aa4 

lti, 5, G or 7 or tbeae um.ta 1n eaob 
•rt.t' .... It 1s poodblo that [there � alao be] 
tmite ot 15, a am 2J llnoo ...... mado up ot two 
ea" tbt'oo omall.- unita of 7 .., 8 llnee each♦.n 

How Mr. Robeon, from an eia ot �....a 

'4Wli1'0U .O.(? 59.&.,es.\ (1961, p • ,, ) baa COUQJ.UQC(l 

"La po41!• ,t,iqUO an,sle.:l.eo eu \W.1.-w. 

.t, 

,yaU!l'>.e angle-au.on nous e. f'ow:m. 4'HI epeo.:LJDtllla 
des troia aty}.ee de 1•4poque1 

de petite paaaa.gei, (\Ytmt do 4 l B vera; 
disooure plus f.>tondwl ayant. aaut socption, 6 ou 1, 
.aro.nnrt eeyl.o deooriptif.c pUS&le contenu de 

I bo.l:.tovo that 

the "d:lacoura" in 

oatamdes, aomowbat modi.tied {o.e., 

often poueae tho ohtu'acte1�stioa or 

the "m-ond style descriptit"), can be applied to distina\d.eb the 

t periods o,r the fittA• But I on:, ·ort 

tl 
•
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t.o oarr:, out auoh an anolyoia b.cn.,1 it wtnild be quite beJ'Qni the 

soap• of this eaoq, &a it !uvolv-ea a. 

the HanuaOl"ipt punotvation ( whiob I 

1n 1JJl/ preaent �i o.t. 

or syntootio •t!'u>ds for diaunguum.ng 

,lete ro.oJloeesm«it ot

us 

:. = ... = rn • 

and porasropha in t.be po•1 a � fom11iable W'ldOl'tQJd.ng. 

oe_ 

In the "conolwdon.a" W'hiob toll.ow 1lltl analyoie or each ltl"Ouo 

ot a:a .. -, I puraue the oooond level ot tb1a enqut.Q"t en at 

lb tho wq 11,. whioh the Q.t.t1 fo:m '111.clff pattcme 

within the 

ooncl 

of tho pOGl!l dev 

•a n+.n.-• Th1t hae led to 

ta ro.aaao 

VOJ:7 

noted disorepa.nd.ee in the 

,t ot the •oa the thcmoa 

ot the aoat wid.oly 

oularl.y in •neoww£••

ot neoeaei• bae t 

the diVi•tons ll,') proved: taood continually with the choice� 

a.oamntj.o b7 simply 1tatin3 the couolUD1ono of the malYBi• 

ot oach 6l'(Jup • or mc�ly gorruloun by gl.'fing � more the ovicleuce 

011 Ttbicb tb••• conw.us 

e$Oatlins trom tbia dil 

a are bosed, I • coru:udoua 

0..i8 

e.. A !'innl eb$pt&it 4raw& so.:io teata�iv, 

oanoe ot tbes" Naulta tor the U.t.. ,t the D;LtjU:,U 

orar:, 0%".l.tioia ot .. 
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CUl',Pl1Sit :0:: T\{·:m-f!QU�:s ,�.H.D 11C'J, ...... J IW 
Tlm v-mrnnui\.L 1:r,r,rs, AH N.�-1:tr:1ATJ.or:.

To desoribe the 

000\U' in the r 2:"' v•(,• 

prinoiples ot orga.ni��tion wbioh 

I have bortOWed of the -voc-abulnry 

evolved by A.c. Dal'tlett (19.35). I have had to modify the 

� her t 

� di·"'' t. She cleat 

• u the level.a oi' our enquiry

[p.6] •w i{5n()re those ve-.• 

p •n�.>ha which are- lot;icu uni ·ts, to te

attention on such ca:rBltl'llD 

[wtlorc] logical unity is 

decided rhotorloal patterna •••. 

·orced. hy struoturtl un1 ty. • Sho 

wr:ta oono 'Id. t,.'1 the aet-piecet of the poem i :r hopo to show 

bow these set.pi are ueed by the poet as clim1 or oentre-

I)ieoeEJ of his t'i tts • 'L'herotore I shall 038 t.ry t.o rt".le.te

these • set-pieo�s' ix> their context Within the ,;;;-. •
,,m., 

and shall

distinguish pe.ttel'fle which, e wt beins as hiebl3-wroti§ht rut

the patte1"M Miss Bartlett is oonoernod w1 th• help to build up

tho them.a.tie pattern within indi:vidual i'i tt1a ♦ If' Miss Ba.r+..J.ett• a

vooaoular,y proves appliooble to this wider lev\'U o£ orguni,al-tion,

we 3hi...ll h&ve another p.1"001' of 10.a.eber' s ineie;ht [p. l:,w J tha.t

.. thore 1a n distinct organic relation between 
the rhetorical ohere.oteristics [o:f �] and 

rtain nnrroncr liuguiatio facts, no .10 as
the broodor stylist.lo features and :peoulian tiea 
or the nan-ative.n 
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1.JJrs J..t'l�Ts: :1.t ... '?l"J�J-, rn

,;;;,r,,, 3LG!?:.';; \'.Jk'!:'l'10ti: (Bnrtlett oh. rr): When the fitt is 'bound 
-

together by the rcpetj_tion at tho ond of (1) ,'i01"(ls or (2) idea.a 

or (3) words and. id.ee.s wh:i.ch e,re employed at tLe begimiins. 

Vii thin the group there Fta.y ho other intrioa.te verbal [or thematic] 

relationships whioh may re:t,1:f'oroe 'the Envelope scheme.•• Bes-ides 

verbel agreement at beginning and end, there must be [thematic] 

unity or logical oom.pleteness in the gt.t0up • .._ (Bartlett, P•· 9). A 

pertioulo.rly good example is Jn tt XIII, in whioh the 1a.,y in praise 

of Beowulf is set b�tween desoriptiona of the Danes gazing upon 

Grandel' s hand, Beomil.£ 1 a trophy in Heorot. [ this is noticed also 

by Bartlett, pp• 2l - 2]

II I..,I I TJ','T ":')Mlil"'.'tt",:l•J• �- B--""lett rem,, .... 1-s (" 2{\)s • ,.U,ti...�.:.J JJ.:J..l..J ..:, .tl_. -'-- 1 •• U • .,;-1,;j t,-t..,-U . - � a..L.l\. lr. J'-"' 

"perhaps the sense in which (parallel] is to be 
used he.re nill bo bv ... t c.;,.plai .. ad by reoal.llna 
that [in G-1,.Jek] eorfilelo� ml'l:,no simply beside 
one anuthe:r. The objects beside one another 
are usunlly, though not al1•vays, in pairs. In 
, ,-i, lo-Saxon we f'incl \'lords in pairn, phrf'..se.e in 
pairs; sentences :i.n pairs. 11 

YH1en the main parag:i:·,�sJhS of tt i'iJ;!, arc e..rrangeJ. in this wa:,, 

they becorn.e 1 mer.focrs' of' a �1a.rnllel pa.ttorn,. 

11 A ParaJ.lel c,roup will have two or moi·0 parts 
with such a ba.l&H.JC oi' .structure •••• as to 
�ve the _erfcct of' clone ::.imi.Lri ty in f'oxm.n 
(Bartlett, p.30). 
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ThoGo pat:tcnus may be �ltl-''-\"N by 

uJ.1u.i...i.d 1 

les ere pl ul1 thia vdll bo 

Pro1o. and titt I. 

B,, 

Here the •man'oora of the titt no, only 

as, to,. �lo, 1n the pio 

1n I d. IIt tt.tt n ot oow.-110 enda ld.th the 

188 in Which, u Bal'tl•t 

1n tbe dlapley ot bi.a rt 

�181.1ts, the poet ia r& 

ty.• (:p.J.5). 

�ltl • (Bartlett Ch. XV) • 

, la.tor, in 

osod but 

rot 

• ot lBlb •

ns 'delight 

III. 

B ta (p.,4,9) that th11 pattcain ia 'only II\ &peoia.lizod 

or the pr.ntlle-1 patt�m.• ffo,.;c.;Vel'.", •1r1. thin type tl'l, 

!l'la..,..,_♦.;ivc pl"Ococdo � a. aeries of m.:.>re or la&s pt.U.'allul stope 

which have a emulative t'orot'h' A ,b-'OOd 

lines 1618 - 18.59 • 

IV. !)}.'\TICBS. (ik�ett Oh. m).

noQSl.1.n& I �� tho 

pal"'tO ot .. --..... ea the b 

ia H tt ,L�VI, 

-;;'ie.tioa 

, or the end, 
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or ah (as f'<lr ,le the 1831) • 188) ,.l.t'foot 

thtt tot lfbioh also 0Gnw8 under tbe torical petterne 

... 

A. :t!�'l'ltODUCTiattS. com.:;ws:tmra AHO IDUDGE J?AS3AGz.a:

Kl 1ly 'liM";i.OUS ., ot cb I 

add mcwnploac 

14 

To Kl��• e list I viould like to add. that. u-rm. 

the •weu• ffll.t.oh w ab.tlll dioout1s le.kr.

'dth 

t.\. olJJn&OtiO 

ot (e.g. XI; na - 90 (I(yrie) and the B ea ot en B to XII,, 

XIII, XIV (Doao 

the t'itta,. often 

a; n.:..tr,;, 

tive: Heorot Md 

\d..thtziue' 

�2.��!qf} J. Siulil�

•""tl"'�l!ll&S ' f••G• Ii gMeol. 

1
$ ftnt 

oounter With a to his tmaounter w1 th the dragon) • 

B. nm SP:BEGH;

.. \Is B..!t'tl.ett points out, (pp. 101, 106) th• si; 

Sa:.."0.n. poetry t-.1.l"e 'rhetorical ratl:wr then cl!' 

'one �nrontl,y tpeeks not only tl) convey inf· 

,hi"\ ouggoation that one is a :t"ine epe 

.ve a distinct formal tone of their om. 

8 1n J1.nglo-

o; • that. in th-. 

'•t1on but Glso to 

, • and eo thra.t tbey 



.10 .. 

" • .:Onologuo -4 tiUOlo 
diecoune, all ere ui....,.-�
1a a. rhctod.oel dovioe, bolovo4 for S.tselr 
quite a muob as for rm.y tut'thmns of the 

:ioJ, nb1cb i, u"'° eontrl.btrte." 

t.be eov .. � U"e of'tm-i. orru>..m 

ot1 or speeches, 

-�� tr1 b ted, u lo the..; 

to in 

•* A 

\)o \1uil t around Qne: S!) which ie ot f!!.'O&�

n�nnA .,. '1•8• t X ( 

aecl\7W.r' s£ter the bettl.e), 

'a

( 

, XIII ( '"t'N.Q ot 

�t 8 J.'UU DJ DUi.Ji 

p&Qnloo to BeoWUl!') end XL • ALI ( the mooooogor tl'O!)hOoY) • 

::;pcoohoa are often oli14e.xod in a 

eh l>CCO:QC a.a it 

•• 

Gr t 

the 

i 

1n the 

.cl the i-o�i in 

itaoltt ••So m, 491 • 61 

rot; IX, 607 • 66- BoowuJ£• a 

flyting ¥1 tb l ol ed with a SOCll'lf'l: Sn vibi eh l 

and p h4m ( the tlytitis opeeob loo.dis to apoco QC 

trw>t €1lld pr�iae); xvu, U59b - 911 the episode to 

tho tl".bl�mi• t>,,M We ., .. to 

fio011t .. 1.X, 2821 • 4-5; XLI • 

30)) • ;AJ57J :'J"..II, 305iJ • 75, und '1.26 - 3136, •• 

a.eh, th<:} ncoi" • s p r<)!J l s r-and la&1et'' s inntnaoti 

•{e.a.,(:n."V, 1740, and :X.."Vll, 1125).. Bi8-eation is fj, favourite 
l of: 1:uuid.nt5 an :1mp:,rt.,11t pe,JUJ�-c, as in this •&¥ the

pass� booo..10& the c.lifaax o:r one ;..!,tJ:, and the CJCOl'dium of +,b, 
.t \\t1. tb v-rondu. (:»l"I, 791) and. dtb Grcrul!Bl. 'a 

\1..-..i..4, 1557)] • 

g 
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aro set in r(:;cun:1.ng tabJ.caux of the ay,abols ot wha.t b.aa taken 

place and WlL t ia to cor,1e - tho dend bodies of nooww.t and the 

Drzwon, surround..ed hy the cursed trerus� the natuN., of whiob 

i.ft .u.ally reve$le1 by the poet: these!!.� muat ••lX'Oly be 

ono o� the �atest lea in medieval poetey of the 6Uceees ... 

t'ul juxtopod tion of' !!- 1,tent:t\.O ®.l'ld �.J?W')lum 

s,ym:bol. 

c;. ris:m:

t and 

ilias Bartlett (Ch. VI) disoueaea the1le pus under the hee.Mria 

of 'decorativo insot• • and loyG 

qwuitiea; 

atress on their de 

tI"'J ...... ....,,. ......... 
11 ahe m":i.te9 (p. 72) 
ntal or othel'Wise, 

mey be looked. upon M inset&• inclcpondc:r.rt modal.lions 
woven into too 11Dre-or..J.esa nol"'l't\Uve tabrio, the 
ordina.r.iJ pe,ttu:-a& o� wbioh they dn..-.ini tel,y inter1-upt. 
They ere vo.rlcd in nature and fora and BOiu 8l"e mc,r 
akin thau others to the patterns into wrJ.ch ·tl'WY are 

t. But, air100 preaoat.t'u\V ideas Qi' the deoorativc
are pcrhnpa qu1 ta di ,..tar,-..nt t°:I'l.lm those ot M ti.nglo­
Srucon cleric, in th0 ei 'htb O-·•�J all these 1naeta 
ma:, hnvo apptJe.red, 1n the best sense ,. highly or.mm.en .. 
tu." 

tive

Lat�r 5he sum..•mrl seg th •omMtentb".l di��&ione• aa 'c;nomo ., 

homiletic, ele&i.&e, lyi"ic-de3eri.ptiv�. rwd.o and. mac!U'{.mic_ an4 

( especially in =.,.,_. , n tive. • (p- 107). 

The weakness of Miss Butlott•s ap,,roaoh u that these '1naeu•

v..re ex:,:mined nth littla rel1it1on to their setting. .tu-. Brod&ur' 

(1950) he.a examined the narrative 1naeta 1 and shown that by their 



tl 

but 

a a.rtd symb ., 

n hie mono-· 

-12 •

they 8l'e

na.turall.y 

an inteer�i part Gt' the 

aai the ou:; r.unot1ona 

ot one particular kind at in-oet throughout the poea, ani so could 

not t'ully explain how each episode is reli,:ted to ita oonten. J� 

I have, alren.dy B<Wcre.l t� sted, • •p�ar to pl 

a si,,-dtioant part in the conatruotion 01' the t� tte.r. tho!L"OfO�<e a 

s of the atruoturo of the poera must t

account� at leut tbr'ee �ot1n (l) Brodeur•o im.li 

-r.ni'!JnA.'P."10 1.Y.uuv:..i..o links bett • {2) :a

.to t.he 

tt•a 

classift.cation eh nil.ates the •rutn'tltlve itleote• to the otllt'Jl" 

within the 1>0•, .ia {J) the manuscript divisione. 

� I at OOM' rted u looae C unite, Md. whiob t 

� elvea :t.nto l r pattema ot two, 

� aspeot 1411 allor; ua both to :i Ge the tnOOJMi 

cb.ai-. 

to 

lf:Lt,.,:11• ., 

:'tliona 

the ':lnaeta' and their con' • Md to ;how how the man-

JYt arl"a' Cl'tlt oonfiU!l& wJnJGur'a main theories e.bou.t the 

theiiatic g.ro�ing ot the digressions - ao, for le 1 bis *'tb, 

o.f tbo preoarioua p 

classified aa1

(a) uwn� v;o.

!l 
• ( p. 61). The ins"t$ m,q be hJ.y

( b) ,mo-ae&c.r:i.pt,1 VO l many tive insets aerso into lyric ... 

descnpti ve onea - f.-r let the, :runeral .. py.re Cw.mi..'l'la ting the 

t�rst half ot the 1!'1nn episode {oonoluaion oi! titt J..'YI) 11 • .U07 -

ll24. 



-13 -

(o) 060.rgr,o.1 I.L. Gordon (1960 11 r,,1;) has pointed out the

conventiona.'l nature or the ele.bo:t•ate• timeless and 1leaa

Saxon elegy [e.g., end of XXXIV', 2455.9, Cha.1ter II im're]. 

( d.) gnomic &nli hatailet:lo: rr�ier as we are w1 th a tradition 

of priv&.tely� poetry. comint fNm a gr..:nerr,.tion greatly inflwmceri 

by the Symbolist poete end. their p?."edeoesaors the Romantioa • wbo 

atreaaed the p:rwer of' vis1..UU. effeets in poetry, we 1-eepond 00.tJ.ily 

to tho n8tt&t:!.ve and. descri.ptive insets in Bepwulf., which provide 

ue with ohar,1.0-ten and imo.ge1. Eut tho ®dievoJ. audience ot 13�(., 

or.me from a civilization which pla.eed gret.t r-�lu:sia on the at't ot

rhotoric, �n.d in llhicb the spoken :roi-d, :1n po= or scr.non, pl 

an everyde.l.Y pdt. l«,olly to 8ppreointe the a.Ohievement at tile 

end IIUl,ll,,l,4' 

the ";Q;i"'#M•'lf .. .  ,,· 

Ond pJQpel"l.y to � lm0m10 

(wbiob tom the cl.ua,res ot the WQA!}opff and 

le) a.s they would awew tG have atruck tbo 

uuw.1;,,��n,: that is• ae d'-luply motive pas1e1,gea in whioh 

• voice ot the narrutor or oven the hl)roie oi- elegiac

voioea of bis �CWl'B or pe,� me1'"ge into ftl im:.ierttonel 

au.t table for the poetic expreaaion of the crcntoat, UlOat 0011tr.e.i. 

and most uni.venal tNtha. FEU" tram �ng n falling ott ot poatio 

teneion• the ho."!tllotie pasm�s in the �at n&J.0 ... Sa:,.on poEll'lUJ a.re

,y plae&d to a.chievo, not the �oli zation• of a. mordizei-, 

but the visions of a pouti no he.a wo-n through to a vision ot

univerael.i ty or the c::r;periooca he is presenting; on theae pua· 



-14 -

the poets lavish their greatest verba.1 rud.11. Lines lH3b - 188 

have been oaro:fully prepare a. ±�or in 'fj. 't! lI, which they olimex. 

Beowulf's great &)Q:)ression o:t' his heroic outlook (SelrE1 bi� 

sal!'..hWlOOl, 1384 .. 9) opening fi.�t. XXI in whio..'1. he sets out against 

Gre.�del' s mother, nw,gnificently marks off ·the new di vision from 

i',i.t� XX which wa& almost wholly to.ken up with Hropgar's appeal 

for help. Both l'I'Olll the oare whioh bas gone into ita oonstruo­

tion, and 1 ta place in the pol::E' a structure, Hropgar' s oe:nnon 

(LXIIT ... 'l:.{V 1 1700 - 1784) is an irrqx,rtant part of the a.oh:l.evement 

or ·the Beowulf poet. 

GROtr.rs OF FI'l'":"�S .. 

The f!t.t� themselves mey be distinguished by the thematic 

and rhetorioo.l pattern developed in each, but they dn not oonsiat­

ently ooincide 1,'li th sections of the poem' a. na.rrat:.t ve. This has 

been the principal. re�,son 1,vey the £ill.!!. have not been taken 

seriously: but in r�ct, analysia of tho fi;t� shows that they !'all 

into groupB which do coincide vrith the major di-visions of the poem's 

plot, nwl these g:r·0�a shov1 an interesting syn:imetry, et:ructuru 

and nurnerioal. I shnll suggest that each groUp develop within 

itaeli' oertro.n themefi 1 and, indeed the f'insl. line$ of each group 

provido n. hrmdy we.y of rlenoting the group itself. 

CHl�CK.1If:>'i' Ol GROUPS: 

(a) 'Exord:lum: Prelude-II': 1 - 188, ond to :tre6er fmdmum freo�o

Wil.nian.



b) '

( , .• '
' 

(h) 

J) 

• 

.1 .... 

00\l'.!lt 

l:.1 -

• l�

65 

I 

t•· ,, 1:v! 

-

,, !, 

l 

.1;,;tJ ·�:- .,:};xi swt.Kjtal • • • 

YI - l a. 

82 

6fi 

( 

1 t 

, 
'Ii lOOu -

it1o· 

tl • �320• 

lfll liuoat ond 

' 

). 

,t 

,n 
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The (}renJ.J�l' s ; '.otb.e:t· soot:io:.i ( cr·0up o) i1,, t'lox1kcd ·by six i":l tts 

oi' cdob:i.'�t·tion btii'oro it ( C�rowJ a.) t.,H., six ci'terwo,i•t:Ls ( groups 

f, g: 3 in Hco:i:'Ot, 3 b. II;yr•;r::;1uc' f:.i hnl1) • 

i'sl-1ny c;)1"r'oS\1onJoncos betwcc:1 tl.'.c .o grcu;,s sugge8t that the 

poet often Ll0(1.C"..J..1e(i •}no c:.1t)Up i'Tl th a previous �.).'Ou::, oonsciously 

in rd.-ad.: these cor-rospond,mcc3 ;;;.,:· 1J. ;)e pointed out in my • conolu­

sionG' to the :mnJ.y;;i5 o.' c,,ch croup. I d.o not nropose that theae 

g.,:-:m:)in..:;s hnvc tho sei,;10 objective status in the arga:nio structure 

or the :ooc.t:1 a;;; tho irnli vidueJ. - £'or one tl:dng, t::-Le 0roups 

arc rn)�; d:i.r;ting1ti.r,,h-,;d in r,:,."ly Sf)Ccif'.1 way in tl'•o ?immscrlpt. 

':'hc.J •will, I hope, be 1,ound ncverthelo�s a help towo.ra.s roa.li2.ing 

how the lurDor t;_,omcn cif the poom nre built up an.cl intwlo.oed. 





> 

+ 

+ 

FIGURE l. 

GROUPS OF Fr.!.".rs: STRUCTURAL s 

(a) Prelude+ II .. ]}Jcordium

<Y. 

(b) III - VII, 'DtUfE3 AND GEATS' • Sooial themes. 5.

(o) VIII - xr.r. B•� ',1.fl...i��•s t>�, NAL TRIAL.
li- dcl. 5.

(4) XIII • XVIII. REJOICINGi Retainers, Hropgar,
tr- sure. J.
Overtonees Finn t'piaod«., , ealp ow. 3

( e) XIX - X:UII • BEOWULF MID G-RENDEL • S MOTHER:
ugen trenaoonded .. ;.

(t) X:X.N - JCXVI. :Sl�OWULF AI-ID Hl O J\R: queli tiea
of kin ship• 3,.

(g} XXVII - [XXIX). H\"GELAC'S coun.rs f'eud& 
foreboded: Ingeld. 3.
XXXI. TRAHSITIONJ Beoirulf ts youth and age.

� (h) XXXII - xxxrn:. "Prelude" + 21 EX.ORDilThis 
dragon, treaauro, £euda. 

+> (i) XXXIV • X.'UVIII • :s-'0 'iUI.Jt' S LAST Jf!Gll'l': 

> 

Loyalty, feud&, fate. ,5. 

( j) 0( ' • XLIII • OBSE' lJI ,:., • l!�eud:3 1 0 bod d
Co tr. {b)] • Cursed trouw.�e and ..!'o.te

ll"uneral pyre and barrow, f Cp • Scyld Prelude] • 5. 

CORHESPONDENCES .. 

• • 2 oxordia, Soylcl Prelude ... Beowulf's funeral.

> a Friendship between natione in (b), Feuds in (h), {i), (J).

§ = Gif't-givings in (d), (�), (g).

• 

> 

+ 

+ 

§ 

+> 

> 

•
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C'r°'.J'';'J:) (a) ·1, .. ,,-,,..,iJ'r'If"'c! 1� .......... l 1no �:>'P1"l'F,)'.;,' wrrt•';' .. ,.I 
n 1o � u1\.'J,. ..:J, JJC:.

Ji 
4,il-ivu • U'"Jt .;,. .,.-...,.#;,J.V • .:_.,, • ..... ,..., .1,; • 

'l'HE E• 

?HfJ INDtV!OlL1fJJ 'J

U. l • 52;

• 

t.:.1,«.U.Al'.l'). pattm'l1 (both baltUiOe and &nid the&ts-$} s

32 • 51.J• lyrlcal.-de3orl;ptivie irnset. lntr.;),.\uetory formula (1 • ,>

&l'ld cl.oai.ug g�••1er.!'J. refl.ootion (50b - 52). 

:.�= <�) J.l:i!:l. f<.llpJl (u. 2 - :sh :ilified in Scyld !1oefing 

and his l-'lon: oompl�inent&tty virtue of 5onorosity (ll. 20 - S)J 

both aUJMued up in 1,or �� 24 .. s. (b) lnU'f.QU:A.lity 

{antitheses 1 .5 - 6., 14 - 16• 1,..3 - 6]. The Ge&to 100.ve a 

lordle,s tiioo to a ti:,1.e ot glory ond. pro$peri ty undt:tr Scyl.(l � 

, this themet do;.dn,:. tea eveu the tuaar&l aaene ( o£. 11 .. 

38 - 46) wbioh give •an impras1on ot brlllianoy and apl�-n:1our• 

:tlro<'leur (1950) Pw 10] 

?ITT I, 53 - lll� 

; !Sr:J.U.50--PM !J a,;e, 5 3 - 6:, • uail)g the Da."liah e5oncalogy 

to link the S�.rVi :-1cef'ing prelude to tl� a.COiJU.1J.t of heorot 

A. 64 - 85 �S!!?.t'.Ss11r €!!1f:l.Jt92ro,!1 ;,ur:ulel pattern, hs.ls..."1oin3

l'U."Odgar'u sueoess i."1 ��r, wit,h his :U.bernlity (71. 2) ltlich 

m.t\ltca him build lleorot. Then antitha&is (ff) ... 5) Juxta:,;,os.l

the glory 611d t�te o� tho hall, 
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B. H6 - 115� : Two pair::. of- f.mti: @$l A

ahm;•t prel\\.1e [dtts0'£N tive ineetJ (G6 ... )Jt.) le\\1'.ds to a second 

a:lde,1 e.ntith.esis: -�he t�re-tc, 'Creation :long• inset (·Job .. 

98) :i:, contro.ate,l to 'G-:rend•..$1' s ,_,..11...,&J.of�' J botb OOtltvaetod.

ptiaa• ,�r::•J 1:o�·ernng t.o t.he Book ot 'onouis. 

s: ( '1) HroGg-lU' � like :Joyld* is asaimil·\tt.::• 4 t,J the ho1-oio 

10.eal of t.,. " 1fAS.d \1'.:WQ.:., . he� b �- · ·-·�'I' ry ood l 'beral..ty {fat• the 

\1i.S{1ool Of g ait--.r, or. 20 - 4). (b) The t:\t --L:>or.r.J. mutability 

01· t. (o) :i� the chr;:raote:ra ts.re fi .. rel.uted to t 

aooieti-en; f:te'..O.etil.ogi� SJl(l t�'1d. the 

�
1r.t.? !I• ll5 • l6B; 1\;n:1 'S � ·:.L.� :; OJ/ T 

l?J.e;eb+,r 1.115 note) 

,-r,n 
1,n. • 

/' ... • 126 .. l4J., r ... r·--· •• -..-
,-
;·
..._ 

... ;;-�:_...·:r;•.am:: .. -... Pnrr;lle-1 pattoru (. ntitheti.a), 

four ibvra ll5t 126, lJtib• 13$. The 

lyric de3or'lption to violont a.otion, M{l the rel 

'f1 Ohalltif!.IS f1'0m 

n between 

mo:abarm :ls not m oontrt�t but end ot. Vari�t1on is 

ua.ad to heir;h th{;l nt'U1es• fear �n-d ·•,runiiol's f'erooityi o.t•. 1.30 • 

131.a, l3Jb • l.:,4a. In Um f ld mDV'.....J( nt, this pa.ea, ;, 

pr\ftllela r.'itt I lh but wr.ere in I B we. lm.1 a shart prela.le f,:,.llo\.?c.:d 

by two l 

the most po 

�{'..ndinc; the thc=Jos or tluit prelude� hOX'1 

Uonal eote occur in the fi.r&t- two 

:.llfflts (ll5 - 131..a) w-.lth e. grtl'lwu slaokcn1ng of tem'lion 1n tbo 



last two, to 

a. 114 ""' 188,.

t\nt;i.t!) 

1491> - 16,3, a 

Thun, t1u'l 

is 

.. 19 .. 

b')Bt i at the end. {l:4,b • 14,j) • 

t;1l tlnd Htiof·t;er• l.W+. - l49aJ ,u . .mJ. patt 

dri fl!'.llf& 

WM 

lmt:lthe:de 1,u r.ap�r.ted (l(� ... 171&) 

to be tl:r.t� uubJoct of' 16B • l?la, purauuuno 

147 • :Ja: et,. lll'Ou.cur 200 ,... 05 (l.962)1 • ao th&t 11""-mentel

pat of • 163 is enoloued in M oovelopo vattem• 144 • 

• 

171&. 'l'hio tmvelopo pa tter.11 uo to 1foorot, where no.., �� u ... 
f,ivi� C$lIDOt take p . d<moe' (169a) s instead 

wi tb the rlospairintJ O•l'I 

. . 1.nrs •

idols (inm.�!l<mtel patt:cm.1 171b .,. 18.:la) ... ond t..he homiletio 

1."lSet of li33b - 100 (o.� elaborc-:,te a.ntitL!JSi!:l, • 

to 

in one m�ube:;r c-0rre1t1pond..ing to (). ht l.f .:U.!'.10 in th,1 otl-wr, a.x.eopt 

tho.t 186a hrus no nm�: (Bo.rtlett P• 443]) • 

l' 
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(e.) !13lo,aJO , .. _ntt ;n,a ,'�!�\51\•: CO'ttCLtJSIONS 

� d1 v1a1ons ..,. YJhioh Miss 

th.e • ontipbonw. G'Ordium• of be,�. lia.vo lw�ucht • r1· 

and � ot the Donea to their abJ-ect teft"Or 

Grendel. The thai•.(.'I of tenmoral muta.bili t.v, noti 

oello 

the 

or the verae, ia mi. t large :1:.u the 

and lfitt !I. 

tmst be the Prolog:1ii, 

'.7i1eao di vitd.Giut 8lt"O uni-tt,d to ea.oh other and tn the poem aa 

t-\ whole not only by 'th�ii- thei-aou • but by the Wrt3' in lfllich they 

prcaen,:. the 'l,)r.,toc,ord$tB i Soyld is pl"eill(lrtted u c-nbody;i.1lg 

_ .. _ ··- ... ,-... _, and so as n. precotU-'3M" .�,r Beowlt b.ir:u,l)).t in h4• 

�orioua li�e and Snevi table <\e,'ltll. The f·�rtunes ot hU pe011)1 

� seen to depend on h:i.s :PO'i'lel1 S?ld on the i"OYQJ. &UQOt'}Stliont the 

the U�ne i& drn)orlbed as a oliJ?uJ-ctio proof ot

bis !'athei-'o glory, a oo.ntrast to So,yld ScN'inc*At lonely am.vel 

acroan t.tio &ea ae a ohilfl (18 - 24). In Ititt I• the poet 4oea 

not e;i.v<D &rltJ' de s o:t• Hrc,pear• s re:l.gn ei t.her-, inGtO't\d be 

J) 

0$� J{rQ,•1::r. ·•s t\roi'ol(l vi�:,11 in penoo ond war, 1n a 

which tic0t:1unts nntur,•lly fo-1· the building oft ifeorot 

( 64 - 85). t1-rend�l is preaen t.ed u an 

twofolJ. horoio id.eel a d.eaoen<kd :erom a 

licit ooni:�C\Ot to the 

etrous J he hu the 

1v,'II.�.,. o:... tJ',0 Dooes 

·"T,,::.::. .w:;..:. 1.44] • {1',or

(1958) P• 287] •

.nd.(;1]. �...& n 

von by hatt'Od [ 

e of nt�l,.�, or ill �O-SKe 
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�t'he p()ct ha� (JVC c.as1l3.'.l.lt. t,ed. bis m els IO M to 

s� these pattei�s of o.;1.vl,·..:'10'.!�t and oontrr-..at. Hi& 

i"orever to 'b-e t:ry.!.n(J to grasp the •uni v in vnriety• ol! 

!;:,.rienoe. Thu.., ea.c."1 OM of -the aeotJ.ons of th@ •'Nlude 

inoJ.1.1/1 
.. s & p�'t'I :1thctioal oontiro�tirAt &�ntenoe,- e:,:.::.c1:-rot 

sli��inft p1.!JJBa.e,e 1 11. 20 ... 25, \Tit-deb ltaolf pa:x-81101" trut 

of bi-e.v�1•y and pr:>r,'Or wi·th t:he r�laood t,i.c:.ao oi' wi.ae ,pneroait.:f• 

'�he ':;:-eclir-·1�� p,!t..'lsae�* [53 ... 63) uhioh t1onoisely links the Scyld 

So'J11tit1 prelucl� c:.1t.. t:.'la e�lo-it� of n?."Oj;tgar, is also daftly shoped 

by, the poi,t f\')t' h:ta thCl.'lll".t.ie plJr]>JilHh ••

.ft1r,l0 at't-::rr hia f�•rthw' I tb (line 5.5) pick& up 

the 1r0l1l{lti ancu more., while the �rooaion oi .. objeotivo, diein­

�ated. chron.iolir1g ia given by tbe an11lont idiom ,;:if' addi1� an 

ogi th.et to tho thrt o ®..Ordi.rl&W proper names 1 1I, _ 

Hrt>u&0-1' Blld lbllga tu• [er. ta.nob "r • lino 61. note J • Then OUJ!' 

st is diltt•notcd i'ro11 the � .. c brotho1•n by tho mention or 

r sist4'»."'s 1..\Clrl.tal napp1ne$O (62 ... 3) and 61) t.h.e poet o 

, . ...,,Utit�ly take up th{zl thettno f1£' Hropr:a.r•o br, very, and entiraly

t to ,,,ntion ·U10 roir,i of h:i.3 cl1ler brother !ieorogar ( o-t•. 

Kloooe:v; line 64- no�.;.:..,). A& ft wive ee..m., HroJ,gar' e ,;w�iJ.•1,; to 

ty 1a the N"son tor buUd.u� Moo,rot1 and 

tbG trl.umpht'.nt completion of the building i.o the &ignul for a 

8 &booking revt4n&l to Uf'_.ilta- of &:tstruoti:�m encl violoni

" 
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death (OOb • 85).. '.m-ic burni-,.'.1 of Hcorcit itt tnO?ttionod beforo th.c 

feui ,A1ich br..;urJit it w.,out [ c!'. 17renn, ,e;\ol3o 1. .. .n..m.• •noorot• ond 

ll. 81 � 5 P,.J�c2,_. J 'but the poc,t1 n pI'li0-roMion i,o -�:hmntio, not

�0c1·Jli ho pr,,coc& f'ro:n the holl in its g'.h,ry (81.b - 82a) t.o 

tho hall boinc; dcott•.:):r�·l (82b - 03a) t'J the fewl llctwOQn .fa.th�i.• .. 

in-lr.w ona Gon.J.n...lmT -:th:!.ch c:.rnr;ell thin de,tructfon (83b • 84) 

to the op�cif:le 'dc:wl,-, a�li ty• \m;Loh aw.rted. tho feud (mg.�, 

85)' Thus the �V&"1ent or tl10 VOl'.OC,w!)C,.I';.}ff,r3,')h entl.s "1.th en 

ominoue vnl'i.o.tion ans. 000l!:1cnt on tho th.ancs of oucoeos in war 

lll'.lrl pr.lJ1cr.ly scnoroaity in ha.11, wit.h ,ihicl1 it otnrt,:,id.: it in 

tll.t.o linked. thouw.1;iol\l.1y With 'the auooeeding vm:•:Jc:-:ni���h, 

86 - .Jl.l.,.: tbo �.:!-��<!. is folJ.owoil hy tho :1ullon ill.ull o£ th� 

olle11-a;;JD� who hoer:1 the rejoioln,:; in hnll. 

In li1lkitlfl tho 'Creat:ton s,,ns,, which c;lveo t?10 01-isJ.no or

tlht,.t is heautm\l on o:u•th, tlj the l>El83fi!��' ,ws011.bil'l8 Gr.?:ndol' s 

anoc1rtrJ, the pootl 1 3 mothod of' o,:m�t:?:'tlot-J.on in olo"rly to bo 

seen. iic n1.ove:J to tbo oont1�MtinG thr'�o G:.1oothly, a:tJ>he4iz.1..tl6 

tho o.ntithesi:1, [o�t, 100] hut om:!.t.tins c."'\;/· t.1C.."lticn o? tho 

earlier roferonoo t·) Gro:ldcl • n fm-; linco nbovo; 

Swn �o. dl'i.ht-.i:;u,nr,n urou:Jti.-:i lifd:>n 
oadiE;lico, od�t a."l ongr:n 
:!'yreno !'1�_r.0.1J, !'eon..i 011 bollo (J:9 - 101). 

.'!.G Klacbc.r puts it, [l,1 lOnb, �h 

11 'Ono', 'H certain' is ua<';-1.l to intro:1\l.Or, o. 
pcrnor. J o1,joot or .sitimtion eve11 i£ l.!iont.iono<i 
1-:afor;:, ( tr� o :u.on .in 2280 • 2J,-'l), it loeal;.s � 
if t."10 11oot, a!'tor n digrosoion, wero eta.rti:lC 
r.t:r.:tah. 11 
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'l'he po,)t i.s otartins a.ttreah, not M 1i' he were �oollt:1ot1na; 

bi.noelt ot'ter a. ,Uareesion, but a., :f.±" sounding e. n11Iw theall) in 

Gwld.c.a>. contrast to the previous at'l(:t. On® again• a narra.tJ.ve 

d:lgi•ession is �l,dned by :noti<)i...'<'lg the coherent tbemetio pu--i.• 

tern. 

1fl:1e 00ntra.at of t a is obvious in G-Nndel's attlick on 

Heorot: tind the poi,t•a introduction of the p 

which TolY.J.en (1936, PP• 101 - 10,) and H

am o'i! the DtmEtS i, 

(1958, PP• 67 • 6) 

have aeon a.s an ·orpolaUon or •some wer1kening in the poet•s 

N."t' respectively, is ri�tly und!lr-mtood 'When seen as the olbex 

o'f this f!.ll.• The Ana].o.-Su.ona vorc very a;pt to move from though.ta 

of tffl!)orel disru5ter to !tpiritual ab()'X"tc0:min6e, and th, 

ur<.i u-o ot"'tcn �lated 1n Anglo ... ae..xo11 litemture cw to b•coJAc al.moot 

a. oonvantion.• Indeed this theme could be called the oontvolling

id.ea. arournl ffllieh all the Junius poema ore built. kl a rliotol"iolU 

topoa, it is a very orreotive tllfJ' of driving homo tbc ,n,etohci 

plirfllt of the Danes: Md ".;be ;pt»t lose-a no opportunity to hei5htm 

this ef'fect. Ps:rador.Loally, th� beg the �a!:!fbm& fo� protection 

agrdn$t G-rend.el'a murders: their igBOro.noe of God.• (end SQ sep&"8.­

tion from his grso," and protection) is onrphasiied by a p,:,,s&ago 

which combine.s V&t•iation With chi I



- 24- -

t; uul 

Notice tile repoti tion of o-c'-lt"• 

:c.,r.:rw� .t"'"t:':"#1
;\ to i1!.9£aea ..... 9l!B

terrible to the lovine 

) 

and the ehmtge i'1'0m lo<?,-,.....:.;

� .. e111-,,.u!M:�• i.e., from the 

Jh.)!.,! .. n God. the oen· �pella-

tior,. Zh.e two halVGl:3 of thia oe.n>t\O.J.y conatruoted figure u-e 

p�eled by the t,VQ s:ao1nbers of the untitheeis 1,d:dcb endS the 

·et. The poet ha.a in fact larl.&he!l his 5kill on thii .final

homiletic> 1naet [et. above,. .1\nol.ya:ls, l?i tt II). 

onJour (1950, PP• 7 .. 9) haD finely bi•ought out how tbG 

prclt1.do and J:'itt II loownt ea.oh other• mid h1w the :preltlde 

's funeral p;yro in t..¾e last canto. w'°_ _a forwdd to .1�wu 

sh.�ll recur to this oxordi'UUl duoue�1l1g tho. opening of' 

•n B 1 : me le it is. wrth notins that these three Q.i.vi ... 

sions .... tolli� of a tir:w Q£ GJ,ory :f'ot• tbb Dm1es, a tl•tMi tional 

passage (1'':1 tt I) in whiob the note of d.oatNction is 1ntro,_�ucoo., 

and ?itt II vll.ng this ce.lmni ty roeOlUns i- ol .�n

miorooosra of the (W"Jat thretet'old $tru0tu:ro Qf the l)Oeti ... the 

trt1ru>it1oruu. Gmndal'a 11Wthfl' ep:borle o:nd its aftemuths 11ettirl{l; 

the stage for Doowulf's �ntel �n-fight. 

,, 
'-, 
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GH.OUP {bh $ ii.ND G-Eli\'l'S • 

(189 • 498, .Fl'.i1TS III • \'It.J 

THE nfDIVIDUht Pr.?'rs 

i'I'i'T llI s 1EOYJU'L7�' ODUCED, 189 .,. 257a 

A,. £95H!lljl, t1!Jr2:S\m1• 189 - 9 3, '11l:lob r,N&ent, HrQ:t,ger onee 

ro, in similazJ 

sorrow (l.2jb • l 

.rao to tbo firG� doeiortrJt:l.on of Hi-o}'1ar• 1 

). �a is o.ontrootcd with a SUde101'1 Wtru\•• 

�.� 

.. 209) • 

• 228: Lyne tJ PnrQJJ.el pa.ttow, bolaneclb 

two loose mom.bcars 210 - 216, 217 • 226. Note t.he 

WWM#- 210,. 217 end Q,o_t9 210, 218 a.t the bef<lrurl.;r 

tbo repetiti.on, at bee;inning wld and, of 

etitiG-h of' 

.eh. axld. 

... 

215a, 217b - 210e.) Whieh ore to following •.er.., 

[nr.rtlo tt ,a] • 

c. ;i�ll� w 2 9119bJ:fK(t 219 • 57 t caaenoe of t"ormcl.1 '1':

,!l..L.I.CW.:O ( 'J.}7 ,_ 4,0&) U @!IR9r:5Ul\ 2}6. 

followed. by, as it wore, the pro,J.uotion of b1a werriant (24.0b • 4,J),. 

Thoo, a ro.nimlor ihat the c»V!lllecra mey find thomaolveo tMin.a th 

Danish wmrton .. deli�te:13' put (al,4. 7a) • ia bal.t)Jlccd by a 

compl.itlont to .Boor;ulf (247b • !>Oa). He l'Jt:"-+;�" it f"irat politely• 

hinting Q6dn at th-e unpleMtoot 001'.l&t)cauoooc,e {2.51b - 4,(1.) Gnd at 

laat oomcs out with hie 4nt·en1.dre �• ao 

l"orruel.i ty. 

d by his 
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(l) Vii th the mi9hty thano o'.f �sclac we l'le'lum to a (1.(1 f.dmu ... 

1J:tau-r•a youth. Beowulf•a bn .. wr,y w that at the Prttl.u&i and � 

ond. 5enorosity are arnpna.s:i.ted. the genetoa1ty not ot a kins but 

of a thane .and cb&p1ont he will go to lh-op5ar bot,ause •be 

noed at men'• 20lh� m.1 uats With the approval. o£ tho eld�r1 

(202 - 4,), bia oram-s are quiOkly giVGrt and e;x:eouted. (1.99b • 200}. 

(2) Deomllf is 1t.1trc>duood &0- u to make the g'r(ltate$t e

With HroJ,sor•a plights hi• biotoey s.ncl n� vUl oomo l1:1VQ4·• 

maooa., the 

will be the 

in -his oo, 'baQlq.t:rou: 

1 fwlct:lon ot the n« la 

set by the oout-; • & el10J.J.one;es antoue. 

A. 

'i.� IV, 258 • 319: 'THE �1l\!ID TOLD•• 

Two spoeones: 

Jleo.r@'I opa�,o�•, 258 • 28!), a ro introtluotlon • in aooial, 

• nt ot their mooeQBef 

·m,e. 9PM�-· a �I?J;( p.na 11a,t.E.1 eanin a fomBl thou6b Mewllier

oh (note tbe &phori&tio bog.lnn1ns, 287b - 9, and the eompllment

t.o Beowulf' e.t the end, 299 • 300). A lyric-do:aoriptive inset 

Which describes the a4v.onoe to the hall 1n a oer.tea ot .mv�a­

sionieUo keML� (301 .. 11) comes betoN ttie ooo.:;t-guard•• tnrc,voll 

(312 • 19). 
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�te tti�t Boowu.lt 4cscribos bitP�el.f in Ntl,c.tion to lty'Golac ad 

, they have <>ome f'rom the Ga$tiah people to holp tl 

DaniGh people in their, diotres.a. Thia theme is to l)o fi.�ho� 

:raloped. 

JM Va »ll·• WULllOARt .320 • 70 • 

"'""¥'::e:::&nl 

'20 • 3'1 i.,�1,�9!9M\!,• en impteoaionistio inoet onoe -�v,

this time ohovl1ng tbo Gent& mt�rl.nc; the boll. Thon come four 

abort, extremely -atylir.,ed exobengcst l'1Ul.f681"•• ohallone;o, Boomut•a 

,ply end Wultser'a epoech to the king all follow, m. th neo@SSQ.t,Y

ontion•• the S'OJJ.le formal ®vei:1tent clroi:teb' noticed in Beowuir•a 

ar-,nhnnee With tho oout-�t (l) Nation and. Lineage. (2) Tb 

apo Iker roterta to 

l10rald nn4 oi'!'101al.J '.li 

paeacs on to 

showa hims�ir an Hroppr•• 

tells WI bia n�m:1, which WUU"gwr 

•a comi,Ument, e.p. cooat�•• ohnllon�c ;J38 - 9,.

�,;,:;a.I

Llnenee ana noble qu.alitios aa� 

now. Wultsar, of the WenW tribe• ( :,.8), 

t;1tor signiri�e:nce 

f aa in a 

lar potti tion to h!suc,lt 3'3 - 9t he ia a bi5bl;y pl£tc 

336 aJ bis �t!a .01'!:,\ \TJ.a9 ta c:r.pliOitl;r �erred. to1. be . 

,,n1:d.n,:1 ... -, 

nto 
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b.i.a ine3t 

rids ho �ud,e 

A'ld?": ... 'lli* 369a. 

the 

ly oourtly t· 

d

( ,,501, • 5S) I N1d in hi.a timu. 

ooifAlly neowult, WOrtl\Y iz,e"lr

/I'l� VI: B:i�O't,"UU-' lu"ID lil.lOfGAR 1 'J'/1 • 455 • 

eru A. 1-l£cWmr'@ E!W end c.

sa-�...- , .. , &+ ............... """', separated by a tt�lsition pa.asa.ge (B. - J8'./b • 

4,)4]. 

{l) � w� ,•1 a, .... ·:,r; Sil • '.10tu haai tJu�t he 

neowuli' •• val in ��tion to an-� SS:'A\P�S

D�e w Gcatu he ia :t"�� \lrlth �ooi'AlU 

and 80$0 hi::tself M 

ulldd.ng git•t• to the 

to i'(ffl'tlrding his oouroe:e • 

t•u 1¼9.ldo r4na )76J the Goat 

IeJ:WR'?a. 379J end Hn>J,ger look& to 

(2) Hro}>g,tr aeeo Boo\'t'UJ.f*� e0�•'16 u a spiritual. a1 vell a.a e.

aocbl. blusing ,tll - 4• 

' 

(3) It lb'<>]:,g�•:, io the etateonian'a Vi.cNpoint1 Beo\rul!'•.s is tbnt

of the yow:ig d'uu:Ipionc he hu s.cted by hia &oniors • odV'l<H� (415 .... 

8) 1 be bas &lNfldU establi�h� bi.a p:r1:moas 1n their �gord (l+l9 ..

lt,26a.) e.nd eourteour.s� beGQ liroj,ge.r to l\\llow hilllt:to purge Hoorot 

el (J+.a&, • 4J3}. Ho obowa hi• mo-��•11 in �• eolo� b._,., 

a �uiaulati ve pie oe ot\ """1X'tllllo.ti�tion, \lhicb ia oUm�lltd 1:rJ' 

willing bis sword, �1 :olac bis lord. (2) Boo,•1Uli"•s 



.,. �) ...

ot J!ato 11 viotoxiy to tho ior, 1.8�1, 

of the Lord ., j ... a glory to th 

brave 4-M ( rllllbiBttL ty) a 

(440 - l) 

1WJ: VII, 481 .. 96: 'HROJ..:(lAi'1 TFJ,L3 OP Glk�ND,�L. t 

,. Fol'tlal eh (A] al.it by lyrio-desori)tiVo inset, 

ar 'Joy in l t•. 

(l) Iwopgar llQW pla.oea Doo"r1Ulf1 a a.ction tu.Uy in tho context of

Danieh-Gcatiab r(l atio,lS • by Wlins he paid d for 

tJote tJ·lo con.ustenoy ot hie ,,, oter: even aa 

a J':'>ung Jfro�,mr 11 aaa us lorn i.:.g £1.n 

t'.igbter (470). 

,�hei bis -lve by think1na of his poasibl (2) Aa 

dee. th t $it) tgo,r hotcbtuna the e;,cpreDs1on of his gr�tit by 

r'flO&llins Grendel • s crimes and his ?ffl pooplt,', helplea!Snoas • 

(473 • 68). 

(3) He tiak:Ga up :lf'!OM'U.I..I,.. -f'An,' 

.... �eos as controlled by God• 

bio 

on G-1'8rull0$ � 
10 dol.-aceapan 

(4) Ilia Vi of Msn b 

to Fo:te and to ·the Lol'd.1

en the D 

(4.77b • 80) 

end C',oata io 
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rcol1zod by tho wot which cJ :lmoscs und enae tho Wi• 

}Im-� lal.oo& ��. 
du.c,r-uo �l Dona ond. Wedora (437b • 8). 



- ,i. -

Gno·,m (,._) 1\�·tm-,.,� I.,.I 'IM'�� 'D �i,.: \,Jj. \I - 4.i. .p.\.,.. 4· • 11�.. 1 

C'] lGUJSlONS. 

.,Jt.Wr3 • • 

Those five � III ..,. ru m«, conveniently be arouped @ 

a J.crg�.. unit in th ot ��c l!�tt Ill• f>lith ite 

t:J.Md, the lyricism of t}10 aeta. 

iyr--t,a pusc.ge• tl!le IMhUt� 

p;rovi a.n ect:1. 'V(') <IOn t With 

et$ it au oxten<l.Od raply to 

:3rodc\a" (19.50• PP• 15 ... 17) ban b 

at· tho Eoel>eotl or>isodo on the pl. 

onn, nowovo1�, aeo this thi 

livo titta_ ea tb.e poople »®m.J.U 

Coo.ot ....... Ut ... • 

·• 1 t)' ot the coast-u.unra.

n. and w.a rJ - '\r1.·�

,..mmrd • s ob�l

t out the1 Wide� si 

within tht 

more 

ult ualy the w.s.nu 

• 

of Boo1NU:l!"'s ootioo 1• oxp&nclod, aa we find out mre about Bco¥n4.f.•& 

Md Ooata. 

n-ieee th 

the Widc1• e,,o 

iutr1�w 

th8 Dl.'..nea 

bu co 

,.',j'loit&, Ma the J'Glnt.'lons botween too Deno 

deter.Ai plmlO of the gt'(>up of !!.-1a.! 1n 

• The clm\c&t parnllol ia wt th the

; XXXIX. Gorow i) t in Gl"Oup (h) 

�ize how tho,.aotion of tbit­ 0 ion 

·ronaw. fit � & pntt ot 

Mexldohip uni ' in 

1'Jeli-le bow the <lest th or DeovJU.l:!' tl.w17' 

(i) the Gca�

lut pbMe in 1· ootion'a lon5 i"eud .u tb the Swed\tla. 
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UP ( o} n;;omrr:tH s l';�tsomi.t 3 VIJ'JIC!LTE,., • 

[49£> .- 8.-,G, 1''I'.i?T3 VItI • JCII.J 

'?J:tB IfIVIV'IDtJI\I, l.�I'l."rs.

t!'I'T VI.tI • 

Tq9W1..e,1 

tTN?mq_'> NlD J3E()WU�i a 499 • 558:

l"()dlJ.Ct.1.on1 (499 • 505) • oontraoilng s�n with 

N'V'll.oua insdtt jeulOW!IY tu the ovCD1'iding illOtiVe ot• HV:'�fera 

[copittllized tbue 1n manusel'ipt]. A (SOG ""'528h B (529 - 558) 

two tomal speoohoa in 4oa♦ aonu-aot {.-e bCl10;1) • 

#� 

A. µn;·er,e• ! EDS P loit as a contest 

'or l¼Je!lQ.t 50 

M:.t.� S07b, otortlat 517b} Ul'¥.\.el"taken not ffllll,..Al,,, 

1@ eoulcl lmpl.y �l'O•el • but :t"o� =•.-:J:�•t'"f 

(510b • 12). $£J.rOO.Dtiefllly the toilinea 

'L•mribe!td ln a lons var:l.ation [.513 • 17ah 

509e., oppo

of' the aw.t.mmern 

then oomea the f'lat inault 

tit, 
(517b • 518a) 

nnvt�M.1,.f"J& about Beowulf•• trial.tt men

., ,i:4.l'tg , an 

'WlteVOUl!'.able it\9n>4S1Qn @1.Yi 

eocb (518b. a,a). 1'bo l;)Qn 

ea. is all-suc 

ully to dtaaooia.te Breca 

iH the oponi..116 li..'le.e of bis 

t with Be-> 

ia 

ie edi

(5.2.'b • i1-) • At 

• out with his offioiel s.et or •a.$vU•a ndvooo.to•:
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note� 1noona1ate 

tiw to � D001;�'Q'lY1
--� 

botw thia of'i�o;tal emA .f'onnol in.vita-

the y.11e 

that hua gono botorez 

t • 'bu.t �owloc1.Bo1 that 

(526 - 7a). 

n. � J nlAn'nt!r 1 (>Qll tly 

ridioulJ.ng Unt'ol:"o1a fl'pceoh � comr.icr a conventional 

'J.' he c.,oount o-� hj.a •e>i:Ploi t • in s conti-awt 

to Unfer�••• Word$ d.e&ori'bintJ 

a.om:u,ato the pees� {gc�n 

rlot cmly C • mt

oration be the you 

1bcoted.on 5 36 • go .:frdon 5 :,S. J 

than Beom.a£ • but 

no io iTMl him wolde 54,0b. 

'I the be1shtmtlr-1($ 1li. tb whiOb n .. •�· the toiling or

[513 • 7a] 11 PurtJ.U. 

11uet obout lth• iob

the eco-monator at , 

1n ttlese linoa at the 

rn'll'l'tl:"ned by a 4eeol"'l.pti v• 

Qrt t545b • 9] • 'l'b." 

!ffl0vrw.r 1s osoa.pe. The ar.rphaaia, 

, is on the eti'ioaoy of Baowul£ 'a 

u,aour 1n hi...s nnft'OW "08P• (550 • ,0) • and on bis pePit10nn good 

luck and n'l'Y\\'7- w1 tb a aMrd (5J5b • 8) • Our ey, on Boovrult'• a 

eolitary- t:tght1 n& other cotll tiona, u yet, obtruu.u. 

1.I'IT IX, 559 • 6611 Tfm 'l'. 'm,11\'1.r.'Cl Am) 

A. 559 - 606: Fomal apecch; (1) Int1-oducti0n, 559 - 61. reoapit-

ul.e.ting the monster tight with a is on Beowulf''s viotoey. 
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(2) ie 562 • 57J a:mnndi •1 on, but now pointin& 

the aignifi�ce of ll$0WUl.!' t. 'Viotory f<W nll who 

the oca. ( }) flaoond. !il'ltithelia tt 571+ .. 58la_. poin 

oy ovor

the unique-

?14WO of this e:ql1oit. (4,) Inere-1mntw. pt:',ttem., ,56lb - 60ltii 

.ttnck on Unfc.r6 \'JbO ha.a been r. �, not a 1taviour to bis 
p 

let this lead.a to (.5) oOlb • 6, .final oontrnnt: the C. 

®:ill porf 

1n 

what I"d e to ao. notice th(1 repetition 

&�1>m e01l1oil; 606. of 

569 • 10,

acu,'fll.Lil. 
1 G victory O ltnnd1'1 ie t11siail�ted to bia victory oveJII' 

the • 

a. 1·:99::1:pogw·a MW!f! p.ng, -tt+WdSf':\E"j�• 607 • 66li

l(yri.O...d01J Crl. 

oeot to 

, with two 

&.12 .. a, (2> 

ttw ti "t, 655 ... 61. 

l'.U (1) noowu.lf' 1

OS 

(1) 

he 

now 

l�ft�'l\!lt to 0th 

na V1oto191 il.1 hi» fiyt1oa m tb Untiar-i,): 

eaogp� M r;. heroic Mhicvement bringing 

('66 • j), :l.n •vo� contrRGt to Unfei-o•a 

of' bio bl'O thas. This 

inot'l .. ens1vely1 tbet the Geata 

the Doocn havo toiled ( 596 • 

l�e him to make tbo point 

now diopoae of G: 

6).
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(2) 18 VP�� the P 

6l.3b, rew;J f5\lk'.'.W4C\E , 

tlul ,OAeatic -val.ue3 ot the court. 

to her 632 - a.

q\.lQQl&t 

, 

J3oot1W.1" m.Qkeo a penontt1 

c,> ' 0 .. .wJ.u.lo asion t.o IlAn'ffll"I '"'7.,1-4'4,6.1, • 8

proviou.& claims s Of bi t.md.Grtc..'ld.t:iga llrotmc.r

ots 1'eo-nult "1 tb his ld.n� of protootor 

(655 • 7). 

.c·u·.i� I, 662 • 7091 '.l.'ED .. 

: 1"bia ta a tronn � linldng tin

•,1,.-u"u.v. • a a.ttE'.ok on the hall• It 1e b-uil t around 

J1CC)M1LJ.·•• }aoo,t,1� 677 .. 687. 'nu.a is p1 .. �l1{ tor by a hrlt.JS(t-

PWJIS (6'2 • 70} ot •l,l;'Qw;o.J.' 1om.rl.a$ion 

until Boo iaa 

uh exp" 

u hoJ. b.1.a 0011uieaioo tl"Om God ( 665b -

8) • tl"USting ws he dccs both in God and bis own stricr.15th ( 669 .... 

70, op, 572b ... .5h thiJ dcaor1p1di.m of :Soowult' taking ott hi.a 

�\lr i'lC...Lgbt, the tension aWl 

.,µ;,-;p -�-,,, the poet returns to

pnasaeo, with the dit'l•o; 

the 

and owineB be ;hta ot 

p:rotootion., [The oontraating Wl,Ull.\JU

nnd t, 
+ "

ec '.J.v,ely;) 

,:4 ( 671 .. 6), .At1:er the 

-� tho ope?lin.5 bricl8e-

1e � m • .:i t J 

.t Gt° th•J VCU'OO :qu.i.Qk0nt3, J 

G,.·�� .. ' God'• 

M.#ti by" .,,
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(l) " .. 0 691 • Ga; T'M C.i=ats aro oe-rtdn o:t' d:.ln.th •

(:>) ll + " 696b • 702e., but God trulm and gave th· 

victocy. 

( 3) " • • 702.b • 54U The • atrl.�' mMiA"ter and 8l.oo_p1ng WOIT!l,ON •

a figi.we cl.evoloped three th\oo 1n the suoecodiiv.{ Wl•

(4) " + tt 70S'b - 9a eoa.•a pow-.. over �· �ot�l-1"t, end a lut

gl:blpee of his wo.ltin& m:1.nieter• neowu.tt, a:ready tor ba.ttlo.

the tension is. pQroapti'bly hcd.ghton.ed, anrl 

1n hie n:'1"'"' inoa the recklees brr.;V�r;,y o-r a o\1empion 

witb a l'Ooliao.tion � •a l"W.e over all (683. • 7). Thi$ J�tr,;poai-

tion or het'01e> lll'\d aqi�rnaturol thetnefi\.,ta& l'll.ren� a te&ture of 

the bl'i<lae.posal,\l-r.O ( 689 • 70) • an4 reacheJ, a cl1moz at the c,nd 

or the t'i tt. 705b - 709. 

• FI'rt XI, 710 - 901 OIU:,'Nm�t•s 

�Sh?;!g,uo on<},�• The foreboding to 

aetion: tho poet takes up the ;g.- ,,,.�- ., __ ... _,. . ..,.,

lut fitt. (702 • 5) aru1 oxpnnda it into Nl 1notri 

pattem, 710 - 736a (Bartlett, p • .50]t it io A"VT_Jo�

e of the) 

inerommtal 

1, with 

,tiona, in 710 • 714, 720, 728 • Theao denoription& ON

:lntonJ!)eraed with phr�flo wh, eh ii.lOl."'eaac the atmoapl�e of tQJ".t"O:r 

by exproaoing Gr-0n@l'e blqoq intantiona [712, 7"1] and wbiob 

enl&re;e th"l .1-i. ea.nee of the action by ... .,, it the fatal 
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1,;� of' r.X'(.:11:lfil. • a long ai�t1s oga.inst the Du1l!Js, [716b, 

734b]. mi,.,, :leaorl� ta.on is oli: by thl$ pnrtioulnrly gory 

va:rtr,tJon 6.eacribing Gt-ond.el eating tlle Goat: but this i$ 

SUddcnl:, matorwd. by B«> •s 00Ui.'1Lel' a.ttack {7,j • 49] • 

Gre;.u:Lel' $ �·� trl ., chan to pa.tliO • e. 

... , .. tully [750 - 751, 762 - 6] 

nnd contrt.G terl with J, • a :resolute mind. 7'58. 'l'he 

ittth H thiI•�l section [767 - 90) �1ich i(! acain o.n incrom�ntal 

ri flt tern, w1 th two -• • the u.,.n�oJ done to t, ··o.nd. the 

t1s' r�ar: �'"lcse ore exp 

v�la.tio11 of 767 ... !Ja, end en 

_ '.ruu.ng W1 th the i.,agn:l.£ice-At 

oi' their rear,

clo�s trill'.npha.ntly 

• H:eold hit-m f&aate
ee � manna •s -aerw atrenBost 
on l:al1 � 1'Ysaos lift$ .. 

i:-occ,J.ling the !"4•t,Jt introduotion Q-f n (196 - fJe), 

QOntraatotl t'd t.ii the d.empa..U"ing 

l'T XII, 7:)1 • 636: BEOWULli'• 3 VIC'Nlu • 

��-� �-'* ..... w .... x= B is now mMter of the situation, and 

deoidee t.o k1ll G-: ,l: hto viet-')ry is he-i8)ltened by the inubtllty 

ot· auy owor�t to hurt G ,1, neo,,rulf bod 

o,m hanito (794h - BOSr..),. Grendol's terr-.')r tUld 

nted. with hit 

is expon,1.,a 

is1 !i. pwiSftte vlhic,h culr:d.n.atea in t4e tef'".ring crff of his Ql"fll

(805b ... BJ.Sa): thin :po.rtlllcls Grenclel•a attack, which had 



... ,e -

·· tea in bia oauug 'm anion* in prev1 

(720 • 45a).. 1.'tKt 

dr.tv'n_ 

Deinea (up• 

CJ0 th$ n�lltic VOOilW.1'18 ()' for the 

1'h1oh ls of XI), and. �\LI.IIWJ""''·"•nt 

1n s n-, m 1

·c-otol,

(833b • 83(,) • 



- .}) -

G')--'W?D (o} �;!!"'r,--, VI.,..:r ''"'I 'B."-')''1!/Y' ·r•t ,, --, .. ,-,., ,. '' � '/. � n., ,-,,,. 
:.u.�.,1-.,;:.· b _1.�1 L .. 1�: .1·!')'-...�'tJL,.f l.) �,:;:,.Jt..d., .- �l.;,..:..J v;\J..i..!,J;...\. 

C!ONVWS I•Jm:i 

, If 1n 21t-ta ru ... VII, the Ii 

for DmteilJ end Hen1:n 

hit pei•oonal w.- by p 

.,_ ... :::.10: ean be distingu:Lsbe-.u 

speech ad 

cmoe of .1$eoWU1£•e �vol. 

l;ID':>Ve 

'sb holl. ,15c;...,., J & iWOUO 

:N.tt, x. m 

the 

tim:, rs at fi. tt4t eaoh pair- ..,�IJQu 

it la flunked by 

other• B11d. th.ero is a 

and its �anion wi ta.:i. oloae parallel h�mfH'!!1 

the pairs. 

� moat ,�u.u.Gl b on the IHlil'S

a te weaknoi,a in the oonatruotion ot

(S59) end XII (791) ln1'ort'UDt a 

at t'irat 

t"irst thins to notioe ie that tbis :r,bonomm,.on ooours 1.n 'tlle p 

only 1n the most itlportant puaasos• &JUeb u the Finn ep1 

(XVII, 112'), tno fie;ht ntb. Orendel'• mother (nm, 1557) ,.

•• �e?'CDO¥l (nv. 174D).

if' we �no Boowulf '• ,t ot bl1s mlvent�, 

his etor.y (559 • 61), no t..ioo that in t 

tftate it h0n0Qi' w1£1JM:1 a new upeeti u a ng 

victory t iruJtead of & narl(IC)vt ape. Likeu�iae, XU a 

Beowulf nmu.ov;i. m&Bterv ovc&- Grondol, llho 1e now, 

it wore bis v-l.otira to be treat� a.t will (791 • 4a}. :tn 

the poet designed. bis aectionel di viaion to drive home a oha.ng@ 
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ot' t11e::io: in both cmoo::s ho Otu.obrn�i, in tl!«J nav: f'itt � tundnr, ... ...,...._._______ ... , ............. 

oir.t BJ.roody rcforrod tc, in tlto r,1:•e:v:lou� one. Hou if wo ouppo11c 

that �-\,,�� •al'J intended to bo rend ,J.OU\t, ()1' ot l(:�Gt to h� X'(:M 

by r,oo�le ;7hQ wnt·o soar.itivc to 1'hott..il':i.onl .!l:.,"1!,lif';��-' �1;oh 

il:1.vioior s btJO.o�e nn.tiu.•lll: oc ! have ,>J.l.X',a{l;Y nt.1�1 °errt-0(1, thC"J AM 

�n tlu:.: tmtpha.aie g1,,on a pru;ooeo, by 1nek.ing it i�t once tllc o:L4".&:lt 

ol? ore d:ivlsiou, and t,ho ·r..:;is.nundinc opening ,oi' the uoxt • 

:Both our bu:L�noea ,..,o .. �1•� itl t.')ic: t.:,'Tl'..>Up l'.%'0 ma.do tn 0£ violont 

a..'ltithc:mo!!, ouoh r.ie:nboi· of ,•thich .io c:-ontl.v ai;i·ut iol en:l heiebtc,ru.m. 

90-.)fl'\,1.1£' a l'f;a->ly to tTnfOl'-0 tl�VC:O ti.S .i� w{)rG i:1 thJ."'C.'(! ru:'08: (l) VIII, 

�30 .. 58, t�t1,noen nnd CQm,plG':ac:rto 1Jn1'er6° a tuurJt! opeo<.-b. Thie 

moe. s that �◄� V-.W: co!'taiut!> of two ovcru.y 'bolcmoed. CI1�eoh<"!G: (2) r.x,

.J59 - Olo: .retr�C')S tho fif,ht• but C!'!Who.sidtiB 'hin vict-:>r,y e.nt'l its 

e:f'!'eot8 and U."1.i.<!UEl.Tl003; ( ,) 583h - 606, Son:.-i.uf now tnunt:, Uilferi 

7ith hi6 b1�thcr* 8 Ot"lt.1e, cm-1 W3CS U:u'er�• II M'IYat'diOC a& a foil 

roi� bi:s own :L"l".;!!utiorJ to kill Grcnttel. 'Th-1.s i'irot helf or I;•� ( 559 • 

6<>6.: 1,7 lirios; Beo1:i'Ulf 1 o 1';1,,l.Y in VIII ht�s bcon 4f> linoe l.o-ig) 

J.moat ��,ctly pm.•..illelo U.c trn.>....ro1-:� struoburc �ir C.!-�to VIII, 

uh:toll i� !39 lir�ca lor:s in oJ.l: :-. t 1.t i:1 f'ollOi.'<lli by !i5 J.ineG 

col�11rat1.-,s B,l;;\lUl!' t :, V-!:!::,.u. viot:>r:-;. c. oonol'Ot,o i,a.3aogo in 1-:hioh 

tho 500:i.r.il M(:;fLH'io, ... 'lce of !:lf),v;rulf"' u notion i;:i given l t:s deop:��t 

c��1•oc!lion oo f'ttr by Joalpoo;i• s :;;>1·o�c:.cc:, ,nc1 Ia,:lpr,nr'" 001,i..:is::u,on. 

I hcvo ::ll1·0•� t1.·acr..-·.l. t.illlilo.r JJltrullcla hctveon. 1..I :ma :UI, 

thoueh hero tho rhotor-.l.cnl be.lonoc.: ia not so ol.Clb,-:>r�.to; tht.:i two­

.told r.l"lv1:J:.'lnnv of XI ( 80 liries) boing f'ollo\17cd. by the 13insJ.o 
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?�Ol£¥£1, o!' XI! (45 liw.:,a)., XII. is so much shorter thim ita 

-.::J. ounto, IX, 1H)Cauee the ®ilabrution of' the v '. otory, 

�oade(i by th,� �Pt\ swco;tel, Oi� 

.t the next Bl·'cmp o.i' o:t-.1ltot1 • 

iJel'a olff• is the �ubjii)ot 

It we oom:-,a..re th:i.!l 8\"D'-U) or cantolS I'd. th the two other i'ivj 

cento tJl'0\11)/'J il-i tt1e1 poem dealine; �ctly wt th vlUlf' tJ personal 

•:i l.:Otirnr, (�roup (e) • 12.50 ,,.. 1650; the Dragon 

?ight, G-roUp (i}, 2.391 ... 28201 we With the 

scall apace t!lkon 1-9 by t..tie (�rGnilal ti�t, which is it 

at1vel.y 

'61'0-itl;'{ 

lc:ngthm1ed.' l,y the 11lotorio;�l ociplif'iots1.tion a.t which KJ.aeber P1':>­

testa [l:tnos 710 £'. • !1S!e.] 1 in f ,,.ot the Grondol fight is a rauoh 

les� ea:".f'eoti ve n�rrati ve tb:m the G-Nndal • & Mo :tight. 

it:J. clt:1<:'.f ,2ohioVC'1€\nt is th<:1m!ttio: it p lel, the Uh:fe� epi1iode 

aa .'.;,. Ilrooi" of Boowult's. -p,ir�H'.Wit:il valour 1J!ld o.f his worth u U.ivpgar•a 

champion: it )!':>Vos his m.G..t its the l. 

h1s -� :t::i his 00llnMd of words.

i-6 intemes.:ao exempli1f:led 
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GROUP (d) THE GLOlW OF TftE DArrES. 

(8.37 • 1250t XIII • l.'VlII] 

THE :CiDIVIDUAL PITTS• 

lrffi XIII• 837 • 924-2 Tl{fl LAY iJJ? VICTORY: 

pattern• w.l.th two patterni.'1'15 el ttH 

(l) Mornings the Danes oom:t� to the U.ull wunSl.91• §ow,rr,ls 8}7 •

4l.a, 917b • 924. Thi& acts ea an outer anoloouro to (2) tbe 

borsomon returning t'rom the meres 8.53 • 856a• 864, - 867a1 916 • 

917a. 

Ma pattern enclc,u·ta tour parallel lbers, whioh bslanc 

an4 m,ntrai,t w.tth each other: (l) tho doomed Grendel 841b. 852 

(2) The dotorious Beo,Nlf 856b - 86.S (3) BQOWUlf'' s heroic., mot�,

;;;igemuna. 871b • 900, and. (4) the tloomed rleranod, explioitly 

contrasted m. th , 901 - 91.5. Moot ol ts Qi: tbia pat-

terl'l have been noticod by Mias Bnrtlott {pp. 20 .. 22]. ot ll. 8.53 • 

917a she writoa 

0 Editora, M a rule1 ha.vo aopo.re.tod the parts 
ot t.bia gro\q) J he:re the liberty la tolw11 d 
aetl;ing it ott u a a:Lns].o p,;u,egrapb." 

She doe1, not notice, however, tba.t w-lth the :Cit, riaion the 

&Orlbe very defini toly brought out tbo rheto1"10� pattern. 

f5!£U!AA o The place of the S:1ge1mm, d epiBOdc in tho poma 

baa been finel;y <U.soua�et1 by BonJour, pp. 46 - a. But ita relation 

to the ll&te oont beoomos tar more eoce11tablo when we 

reE\l.:he that the C'Ooun,rent envelope pattern ·bar>issee the 
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ju:i:tapo,i;�ltion of' �t1t·c..:•3-Ill5'i,s2 856 - 7 a.nil.� 07?., tt.ltb 

2.!a.c,.)�1c,o dpp_ 881., .... !:i; hio Jti-4•�,9� 077b; ao r.f'lll no the 

�lioi t O?tnpc-..i.•ls il HCJ."C4l\O,:'.t 011d. C1vmao1: 

Ho his J.:Lf -GtirJ.d 
s11.1•lio ;7Uhtc eeoee �Cb"UIU 841 - ?. • 

ho hi:; lcoiht:1 werr3 
calltn t>?}'ollncum tn aol<lo1• ... cenro 90,5 - 6. 

.._ .. C'.lr.." XP.1, :)25 - 990. ?C,1.C-A'11 C0,,Gi!AT"ur.ATZ3 J,,�;,Jm.:2. 

Tg9hl!;_\,�i Chort :introduotlon ( '171 th U.o 1�ur.ri1 1G images ot· U io 

hQJ.l an� G::.•eni:tlec; ho?li} 92.5 - 7. !limn ,. too i'Ol'Ital e11cochoe; Wld ..... � ...... -- r 

too�-� emlo r:itb n de:1c1"lptivc i�ulot ou h?��no�. j1'.>7'S;..OE,Offi.-

9C-O - 99() ('.l"n1.1s criolosirl!'; tl1c di vir.ion .i� cm.o�,llor envo
l.01,;0..;:>utt,em]. 

Thcmce: 
--

( l) P.!A'Jt'rulf,r,o �� is U.'>H r.rono,A :not o� 1,y the ... �t;')i?l'Jra but

by lll-.:>pzor h.irilGelf. Hill a pee-eh pc.rcllolo W'l.i �lo-to:J the

o\.llnrl.nating Sl)eooh f>£' Group (b) (VII J 45G - 90]: oaco moro he

1·0011:1..;. to G-rc,11 ilc.J. • a :z-�v11t;o::r nnc.l the Dro:.o� 1 i'u�.lo of':forts i 9 32 ... 

9a: er. 1+7 3 - 408] J on:i M the 1>rcviouo apoech boe;.m \rt th e 

2-ccollcct;ion oi' nc:.:>r,11.1:r• a 11athor f:czyco,;; [457 - 472] so thio 0110

cndD 'i'lit'h a thoui-ht of Boo,'IU..lf•s 1�al"twlato birth l9l1.2u - ?46a], 

&$ ?irop£.;cu· a:loll?:l(,,l:l or1r.i. tual f c:tlier&r".ip of Boo\ru..H� [94,Go ... 9.56] • 

(?) kJ in tha eax-lie:- exchanc;e, thnw;bta of (,-Qd play r. la�tiC 

part, .:-in(l tho contrLWt l•otocw:i tho a.tti tudco of Hropser !lnd 

Boov,alr atil1 holu. o:,od: DoowuJ.t' spcnks of !_9jr 1110i.£4, 'glorious 

prov.1.&n:.co• )67, 97"); flropgur aooo t110 0-t>d who ge.vo thi� viot·.:>1-y 
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a3 AL'Vlal.�\fa 928 t 955 (beslz;min5 and 

�931. 

( 3) J\lj Hroj,aer• • p�vious apeeah 

or spo.eeh) and ea wul.rlJ:s 

followed by Unter�• • taunti,.-'e, 

so the conolue:Lon to tbia rn, 4esoribing the Jaqrm A''fOO;tQl of 

!eo •a ,e:f.n 

FI.Trr xv, 9'-Jl - lOlt&: �,m GI?l..GIVl'l-. 

T, ThA:ie paatsagos � • 

rot, 1 r� to a ret'l.ootion on 

·e

900 • 1. 

t (l) 1'.'be, deooi'1:i.ting ot

inevitability o£ .th �Jl -

1008a; (2) Uro}:>go.r and his�. leading to a hint at the !natnbility 

of the Danoo' loyalty, 1008b • 1019. Th$n p�c.Uel puaageo 

t'ollo1.'lcd by (3) �let gltt giving, a deaori'pti'fe inlet [1030 - lat.S] 

enclosed in an �lope pattern whioh oulminntes, tnce, in prai 

o1: HroJ,e;ar•e �mm>nt71 1020 - 9• 1046 - 9. 

·,;egqaJ!.: Hroj>gar bas repGatedly p!'Omised go1110rous gifts. nnd tha

oolo---a.tion of his generosity. Paradoxi<ullly,.

bmreve.r, the canto 1�t3,1.na nth a paaa� whioh, bcg:1.nning (u 

xu:r:, XIV) with the 51-1?:sMAo.� moves from it to thoUf5bto ot the 

dwelling whiob awo.1 ta every nlfma 

In the :f"ollovd.ne Pll88AHe. the eomo theme is �oe.tod in temo of 

social relatioruu Hropul.f end llro]'sar are aeon enJoy-ing the �east 
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1019) 

-�l
l 

�' �\j ): , J.05() .. :.LL �:;lf � .;:V-'.L: :.: ,!,I� ·,;, 
> \�I I. 

lnt:t '.(ucd;;ory ;L,-1 ;nt,, ti win:; i'rnn rlo·a'.iOl':1,.; tlcm, to homily;

r.ift .i\:,1� I:h;}:::n:u1t}1 ti r�i:!J{&{l �>:Jj�)�}�iCH'l }'.)_1: : -� .. }_· -. (}?. ·/hOll .�
1 

I11 tl"'O · .. '.!} --:�t,11�y � .. �(.'_::::-:;; rr�;:i��:� ... .;�.kL.�,r� 106.:i - 7; · t:iut-vwJ.--:i. d.ne introdUot1o 

to 1.[iy, lU.-., .. 70. 

i·:il,lel:mx-!-1 t s r;rle:;�, :te
r
n • lOHOa.

1.�. 

0. 

r·1 
',;. 

, '!.�ctJ .. 3�1�: ,t; ,,:C t.l-te! ·:il-!�lc1 {),f �-.;-�-e tr·t.tcc, {.¼·1-\ 

-.......... v .. -•, ,, _ _,,l D:.' tl,c t0:c;::r, of.• -i.-1'(' t�'<•C" 10· {V)r, 'l '' "}1'-'1 
......... _ .. ____.,.._ .... t,.,,.., 4,,,,. ..,,,, • -� ·1,,4, .. ..... J..: ...• 

the ,\r�;:')l'nl.!\'fl:'e l) r107 - 1124. 

( 1 11 'i:b111 intro J:i..wtor:'1" inset 1,, ·-r:·i:.tle1.s thr:t ''>1? t;Lo orovi.>UB 
.. i;c ., 

in ,£'1 ev 1.:sn ill(lt'◊ ·,1i,..;tt rMVl:'H-Jr, e:rd.i 

'tt; with 

?eln :)Oe,;11 
:to;,1.fG,.} �.11L� laj>�a. 30 ):>, 
o;, }:'.:'irt-tr:mr: w:i.n ... dt:,t:um �. ·,

1�-e:bid,1)J'l 
lone;e 
1 ln 1, ltJC;Ob • 1062. 

'l'hi.n th(,?lf:i :b t:1ver1. concrete e" r,2.•r� 0::i,.h1··1 1-n the i'i€,ture Qf Hildeburht 

lm,w,; t"t __ ,�

-:aor}'VJr' ... hoo1r,, nne;n, 1?<:',r he-o 113r m,�ste t.eold
�'/'\).\""':J'.id.c; rt;/- tj• ,.c I-_1/) • i)O 

{ :�) '2i·;u ._.j_.t"t<t .... f,:.;··.<L:.:.:)�tf; :2. t:_: L1;�::. \;;i -�:. -�:.:-t�- �l�·J�J1��ite i"i[,�.U\C 0£ 1'iild,:iburil•

,··;; }\I c [ v.iz. t:. _,;�) ':L ,;-_.l, C.i ._ ··:.t: � ;..;:: 11, \·it::.:.:J;l1 1 :.; .  i:1 ei\t'oc-t a. tubleriu

�•J'�O')J.,i.,:iJl{,, �L) •;t ... '""':t: J;.1:yc; w.::hic-/G;..! £'.;r bohl� :C �ct.ione -

>t.'-i��;.CJ C ,-��:.;let,�:u. l1� t/4.L ..:J._.;'.Ju:r:1.1 • J .. 1:1'\ .. � lt.J� �;, .. ,..., 

t '}x,. H.4 ,, /j.,,:._�,.,,-;... l I'._ 4,�-V•""" '-A,�-l,.j, 

hire ael£1�e iunu 

on o e ,.

•[Klccber•• 
deciB1 veJ.y than ti: 

l� j, lh.; :_.:ti.1: 

tnn •••• 

01te-t1 more
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£1rrT XVII, ll.25 • 11911 l"D·IH X?ISOu..,, llJ Wlt:AL_pE<)' 

t in ll'icllll'a oourt during the w.u.\-w, 

:1-U!Oi-&.,""�* 

tubleau on 1MQ. , pt1.l'allel.1ng fwwral pyre in c.J 112,5 - ll4l.

�

E. USQtJ:VS: �:-1),1 ,ticn tor revonsei tbi• -paa&ftl!So p -

lel.s, .trllots wit:b 1-, 'prepo.ra'tliona tor a truce• a lll.+2 .. ll;51a. 

F. �• Death Dnd clestruct-ion in

back to her people: Par�ela A, the sc

at Jinn1.btutu ll51b ... ll59a..

112/+, and. SO f'o:nn:lnG atJ. 

P• 22]. 

po.ttam 

Jl,!�J(',g IR@SCh to lm&!f.lm:£� onoloscd 

do:ioribing hall.I (a) 

•• hO.:Ll1 uew.i;,oO"r bmUBht

pe.r�clins 1107 • 

lcrbt 

p, llro]rul£ end. .iiro J:isar • 

• 1168a. (b) 

iirol',lmmd, U88 • 91. 

1Wltend. ·two ohil. , �rio 

,11ux1no. part of' the �1ao4o• much obo:MIN'J . then 

the n.nt•, ne· 

aectio:ru the �-won 

all.us the earlier p 

:y 8 pl 

Metion by 

1lo 

tion ia alto e. 

c'IIOry tor the Danos. 'l'hia op:bode. is :tollowed. by a ptottll"e or

the Dani.ah Wffl«S their lea.dcl-o, pruaent and f'uturo • and tl'le:t.r 

quoon•m. speech cmpDoel.W 

t1on ot bia kins 

• ( ,,½ �VO

• :we :: "tt

I

•a ctuty to r'Ul"e the pre&Ql"V 

,eo\Y\llr t I l"e1">ly to 
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·o_r; aoyle ..... 1178 • 9. 

of the f UWlu.J.".:W.W: lli.lcb 

with 

b:lnt et hi.a __ 

�JN.ti'U 

lU.&loyal.ty. 

PP• 35 • ''• 00 • 82] 

aa a 'leo.med roomnce• • r

to 

u 

tlofliV' [Klaobw, XXXJ:.IJ 

,aoa.,to 

{19'5. 

' s :tYmli1"i'!. ,t 1)?ult 

lled ndrto, pr, 

roouu.ita, (p • 51 J 

,a.bly �ear's arepr.1.0. But aa su· 

Siva (pp• 80 • 82J g:t.· 

• M "'to or treaohc:i:iy' (U !II 116) t •,, 1015 t.) shov/J.116 that !1'1()n_y

probnbly not intenclod. Hro],ul.r 1$ tntro�'luoed u 1n ,� 4S t • • 

ae a f"1MJOu1J hora who helped lh-o],sar agaimrt lngcla.,. Th.0 l"elation 

:ta then, one rutb�r o:t preaotlt 

oontraat than of' _ v conditions. In tna 

d.da&'t atructw:-e � the poctd• hoWOVCl."• Bon,3our• & 'brillieint B��eatio.."l

atlll bold& t,>Od [1950 t p • 61.J I 
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One obv:loua ob�eo to this vt• 18 that �waru :la nr:>t menUon 

in thie • but � o'b.1e�ticm te not 1n$"1)el"Qblo, I ho 

to obo-1 latc,r 

'!!r1T KVIII, ll92 • 12SOt 1lflJ\7UT.3 AN'J \ira.htyEO'" • 

Ui'."Wtt'H: ..... -:: 

(1192 .... 12:u.,), deac n, .t1 

lilotor.loril movcr&mt u ft tta XV• XVI • end 

(porhop$ b7 Ohanoa?) XVII
1 

Finn epiaocl.e II: from � to e 

D. Rwil?s?ai•rt falueh• (121!3 • 1231) enJ.iJ)6 in CJ.Hcv.1.P

piece on tl t.

_ Dins w1 ih an om1M

anti�Gais, mi )lC ea1a9A / mwm:t .� (U32 • 7) b\A ri�d.ng 

to a fin,::,J. c.Utw.x, a 0cat.pieoo in prQi.&e Of thD Daneo (1246 • 50) � 

• Tho intr tion ,tos in o�liCt narrative tonna the 

BonJ,Our he.a 6'\ilJ!UOQ ,....,,.n.'t'V1 to the 

three tittss what 

episode, part I!:,

t XVII) rut bow tb.o 1 oisttble forco of tribal o.mnity [oi-1

in xv, xvi:, .!i'ato 1taelf'] $ r or lA �:r 8 do.,... sU h· 

a.tt�to 4:1,t (), i'Omiae (or; :l.11 XV11 X"VI an.'l • at pelloo ood

a'bbU1ty]. 1fh0 1}roa.:l.v.gq m.m.2, atoru is parti.oulnrly suitable •. 

as it C,).-pr08PS e. oamplote 

sOQPtH f'l."'001 the !Jo,:,,l',f.lJ.O� • 

,,,,..;oo ·lS. [1201 • a tom to 

figure i'!1f .!'.bJ.- .enr.1.0, an 

"t.t,, lo.tor Wi 1m sien,:Lfioant emphasis -

er• YXV • 1759 • 60],. Ilia tl'o.a::nltf'e is comp to Wealpcow' s g.1.1't, 



- 4fJ.

wbieb ia to he worn by flyi-alao <m hia lew,.t Joui� .. tbo tili'agea_v 

Which io to beooau, inoreaail'lsl,y impo�tant in the baQkp�und. o1' 

the 1,1-vun• 

(2) Thi.a p�&• 11 • acol.lont irltl'Odu.atiQn to •• speech,

l"ins• «Jtab:l.nes a 'ddou of p.t"i,nent 

atebUity with a plea 1 belp it to oont� 

(3) The pt"t.i.SO of the :Or:i.:ac.} r. 

ere aeoin Qe&CIS1.bQtl in tho 00.llCluding po 

tiris th� 

of the rJ,.� Which 

is thus th«aEd,ioe.11)' unified., and booonu:,.$ at o� the cl!moz ot

wbe.t I haVti oall.�1 Grom, (d.)• &cl a tranoitioll$l � preparl.n� 

for the mood ot GVO'-W (e). 



r:�1.:L�,:-; e;:::.'"{)l.Ji) t)t:�� v;l tt1 t::·1c •;·l�Jl:�-�is 125C:1:i, 

'.f)ill.i�-.. �<l to ��i!�e 0t::U-.C��, f!)>� it;g :�i:J:tx,t ;}t\bjf:Ot if.� t!·;_�;; tscil�l"'O�;�Lty 

,,.,� u..:. the D.tl<tK::;. .iilJ. ·i;;'.e ':v,tj,;:u.' ep1,;o; :,f thu SI'OW oontr:fbu:t� 

to '.,L,� t..,:;,ne� J:1oluri1.,,e;, 11s ., .. L.1•,re Dl."GUC'l above, tho ic:itroduct:tm1 

o.t"' the her.o Hr)}AD.i', D.J.,d ,:�i' tho �:'1.n, c�e,ii:.,xi.0 1 �;hi;_:h on one lt.Wel 

of' .TTK:t.i.l.i. · r; is n '.:.lrcn:1.nh v:tctol'Y • '.l:h:'�:} tb�;tM.� is i:s�:11r(:f.,lc5_ not in 

o;y,,x;::.ti:n1 t..-, 1)ut in c:in�h»YJ.t:1.,m •.rrith tt(tt ot" 

tho ch:lct' Dcnl.<$f.: t•trtnc- :ts th:rt tl-;,,)"J c1u1 !'1r•,t.ch h:ts vs.1ott!" with

t.}1eii"" ::Junif icc-r �.t;::; .. 

?ti t}.1.' .. :s t")"'J , .... , t110 tJ-co;i) !"".t.11()'�;� f�•J ·:_v.'1)ry 11i .. rrJ�:t�:;l.r1 ·tt.-; ��ie:: et�.;s;,li(.�r 

g_•::t. }llf:� f'!:-i ·1 \.� ... I f I ·��I ... -,/J�I} t�ti(i tJ - "{ 01� f;!')Uf' (c) tb1t lt 

i$ (�j_;\t':J.01;.�_i,t -/,·, ,.,-,:,, tr{/0-f{�r �: t}-�;�� i:.�:J_)J1(:'!'f1Hl.01 t ti�,f�t t,ho gx• )tf;J Wt'.S consP1i:>mil;y 

..;,onnt:tYiJ(:tc,� t,:) -,,.,.;,.,"t,;JJ<�1 and et>l-:t�>1�M.r.t th(3 C(w:•lic:r o:K,s. �l�e 

:pr�:Ln\1 <i/ t.l1.u. 1.1 ·)!\r)�:]:��Jf.1 i/t , ; . ' .,,.!-, •. '� L 

-e. �L:J;�v}�rt�u of t�-:C C-(f.(\&t-{)). 

10.,t::5 �mck tn th� oho.1le11r;.fJS tmd 

J�".'.'i�-1_ /tJJ.f t;r) .. 1:' L71 :C�tJ� ,!'"•• - �-.: .... Th,.,...1, �t.,J.Vj,.. 

JJl .. tiiSe ir, :.:�I'/, os vt,J I:h.nl:l fH1(:, o:�Jr.�t>lf:�:'.VJ1}.ta. hir} 11 i�e in VI G:ld

'\/IX • c,,n11 his '1"s tll'C r�iv0n ooncr-::.:to :c1t'Ot'•Oion in the r:.1t·t ... 

t:.t.vlnr� o:t :rv, tria Ol�ri·ct,-�Jf of 1.;lv.: ;;iroscnt gt-oup. 

-, T'"' ( .-,.no ... «.> ... v ,:, ... 1 - 1) 1.�c1Cf!1'�3 iVtiO a l"t!'i�e i.CC '\mok '&;) lh -r�J' s

t, 'n· ,·r·· -�·,- \ , .. ,.). t'
'�.J....L II ,t./�/ t �,J�•t,; $. is. now ,io :f•u.rtlw:r need u:, -t 

:.r-i1 ]?.it·t 

(J1. tnll���tt£,;t;� 

up thio 

th .. ,, ...... '"'"1 ""0 --�--t�,- ,i.,-,,., ,.4.-t-'t ··•i· ••. , ,•c o•i• 'C1?' (.\'>;i ·:·.r7 "Q•'.>'<'•f> &1 !> ·;-,;,,,r .,.4'\fUJ-1".Ji' • �,._� ,� � ··� \o'1t-£V � -{·., 11.-.. lt:;. ._ .. ;,. tr .�,l.,.l. i{. � - \-, �.;...,.,.;t � ..... ,, .•- • ._� ... l 

., 

epi::.J:(.ld.e wh:'i.ch, li'.-e ·Ll·:c Un.forJ In':.cmtsr:r:;o, is doJ. tl1a..1.atlcru.1y 
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betwtoen XVI and XVII. 1f1» • 8$ the unt' $l'll int fll.1JO 

,llowed bw the inset do&oribin 

:er 

of u_phol1. the r-,Gttbe 

ICOW'Ulf It l.!SICU'lfl to 

" 

• 

c. th Uro pear• s

to 2k"o}'�.

pNelcmt:a

her aone in tho f'u:ourc. I 

s�au$too that thia (:l?'Ot,p ( d) b .u 1 t ,a, t1aorl1:rtive 

f)t follo,.,,,ng J)uvwu.u. l'l<r.l'\fflJ' J tul(i, $0 IJWA.LIJ(j (b) two

vraiuo.) , U,&..I.Utl�U. by $ 

P�BCf;o in 1a prAtaed. in 

mdherh rq convtot1on tha.t 81"0\lP ( d} 

nstruo,tod to toJ;U pnrt or- a l"ruer dco1s,t Whl.ob mould-a 

•s th •control.a the e.."tpreosion o:f the 

For sx,:,up ( 4) OO!lU>.i.'-mwu (b) not only in its rh 

uro, but ln ita t.hCJQrJa. In (b} the sallc.ngen an4 ro 

epeeohoa b an D ,Uld Gca.te ouldin.·tte 

oh 

reo!Uls bow �· 

.uooWUJJ."'• s �ather ::i!c?.1"eo 

•a [HWG bi� own g�neroait:, to 

f'urtlw.r 1n IX 

Now in XIV 

tr.ia.t1dJlbip ia o 

nocvaui.r aa a 30111 

u w-1Ue
enwo, M�.ld :ror}> tela

91+1 - 9 

l1er 

ed 



lii8 all-A t 

n, u 1n IX, 
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up in :CV.II by 

mtallde, }'mt � 
·bM

tor sunu weld, 
. U75 • 61 

& t.11,? l:'elc.t:J.(Jn b�tweo11 the 

f'd end Boomll.£, and. the rrnm:aYVI ty 

t,he bonda or her ohlldron o.nd tbc:n� nation. .In POOtS• ®lllM 

llf j} ema at ity, the po above tu.3» try to 

�t the glory ant1 power� ttl>..nAW.1.tion 

:t. Thoir vlai�n of' life is in tb 

e.r than that ot t" who 

nroocnt notion and 'th.e:�r o· 

'l'his (P.'Oup ., then �lioi tly pcd'f 

oning «nd I\Yn� "15 •J. 

be inti?d to 

wider·mtl 

,,,.,,....,M wi:tb 

• 

s.t hrus G')M t:io:·01-0, 

1ior. 

plru'Je in the po• OS a 

oi .. this � 1.s ,t h 

'l'he moat a�,,..,,.,

the poEJtcy boc;S.na to 

t im 1"· 

·aoteri.stio 

on 'tu,'O l�vOJ.o a 

it i& duri,� this are sung and obje,1ta 

deecr.1.'be d u.i.uwi;ume in the po oh U-1tlm:t> D 

nor �a.ta are t 

the •oouueiou�• th of tho - the hor1r 

to Wenl}'eo,·t - so 1n the 'suboonsciou&1 t a3tlibol10 th•· 

,pgnr

A'lffl'l"�$�G

hy the ·etlve ,ma. desoriptive iM�tu• in the bee1,n.�ng a ltW

is swie of tno hciro� who p

retai.!1,er i:.nd oo ltlut; [et. Bonjour (l:�50), 46 ... 8 J; at the Md Q.

li� 1,; sung is t.lie «tUl.i ty of nations, o theme not

tully reo.lized until the '�ld C}f 'the poo.a (et. Bonjour (1950), .56].
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To rcali::.o how pervo..sive r.i1d. 1.\11.l, clin�cl thin t $UbC1)YllCi(:>US'

thoroo i'1. o,,.:.J i:,0011.ld. �.:-1n.tne the :lnt.i""D,,luotion:s to \'tkl.cl'l. N .. tt in � --

the groUp. They 13.11 h-e,t;in with ,� d0sorip�:t ve r;t1t....p:1. e{.le: i:n .\r:tr 

nnd KJ.V the oe�!tr;;il it4age is ��.JlgQ, 841. .. the abi-et of' 

836, ?27 • the symbol .:;;f Boo1'i"\l.l:e' s Viotocy, 

,;i.ri.cfox• the .U�W'l'i.c b7::9.t: ROl1g tal1PJ?. %t;'; - 7i bu.t in xv, the 

int,i--,J,::uotion un1. tr1s th� 993 and the� Jnr.� 1007;

the iutr:1:1,wti::>n to XVI couples the gift-i1i ving tht1 Genta e:.'ljoy 

·oo 

rtJ th tho !.t?2t:,cn n,n.;.,!�..! 1061 eaob raan i:iu.st e-.ndure; Weiupeow•s 

sif'te '.'�·tr.n: ctill up H i'-oretho1.icht o:r. !Ii;$0lnc•a 11•;}, th, 1202., It is 

to �e noted th11tt >.vrr, 1125, beaidoa tU.vi,:t\ ... 'lt the .i!'illl, episode so 

that t,a,ch Si!>Otion in xvn: pn�aUol.o. o.ne in XVI, 1:iakci}� tho:t po.rt of 

the lt-y wh:i.ch is 111 tho now ;t\)l"'o!l }? o ;' thc:1 pa ttet"!l w-;:t at>e 

,1111n;Lg • W11a:t BonJour [(19!;>0) P• 57) rr� to M • the the:'!h10 of 

tht, preo:•.rlo1.:m peace'• !is the •consciou:5 theme of' tbu pno.st°'{;u -

''fhe i.aor,y ;;,,f the :)arl!-;ls • ... ,';:::x:;;;1::i.or:ll.oota w!Lt hM 0,110 before, thio 

t:h,,,,_ fo:reshad.owo vibat ii to ,:.w. 

Thero io, i'i:cmJ.ly, oae �lcmont in this Bl"OlJP whtf:h COi�tJ:1.butes 

to both the 'conscious• and. th•::i •.suboormoinus' thcr1Ws,, r.,.na. that 

is the d-escr:iptiosi.3 or t1�r,aui--e. 1 gl."tHtp in t.t'.ie poaa hns Sot 

its owrt di�tinsuiah,.::blo nti:1oaph<}rt1; info:t"illi!\,-;- th,, (,t:rpeot un:ler 

wh:loh thint;n are eeoo: fat � ... w.,, I • II ¥ we h the two v«:>rlc1s 1.)£' 

Joy and h.r,.trt�d. hu.i,mn!i. iilJ'd mo,:�te:rai in G:i.•..-np (b) � ·�'0re �?r/t"tiioul.llrly 

concerned with the riQb armow. ... o:i� v1a.rriora, their nobJ.e nppm;i.rfl..110e 

and. beh,wiouri in (o) we WOl"t? directly oon<.h1.rned with �, the 
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power and valour or the chM!pionJ o.nd now, in this long gift .. 

givi.'1g, images oi' ri.chea and o-r treuaure dominate, we 

tationa, by Hro}>sor in XV• by Weal�ow in X.Vl'..II,. 

But trOMUX'e d.ow.rmton the insota alao, Siger.iund ews a tNn.aure, 

{894), Her<!mlO.l rejects one (912); in the iinn epiaode pea(W ta 

oonolud..ed. Vii th treasure (1091) and a ricbly-'lcd.e<-... �ed 

(llU) and the o-s gein llinn•a h\18C �uure (ll55h H881a oacapes 

with treasure from Eom<mrio (1199) tmd 1-1:,eelao wal'OI treasure on 

his hat expedition (1202) ao tbe.t it ia onptured by the 

(12ll). /i.j!a:in, 'h see o. progression in the aignit'ioanoc the 1'.iago. 

nrc r!ltldO to bo�c Sieomu:nd. • & g!lin ia .a pei·sonvl. victor.,; tbe bootf 

gained by the Dsnog tra11 Finn and by the Franks fl'Om 11.Ysolao en 

ola of revor.:.eo nhi4'h aff'eot whole natioms1 aa BcitnJour ro1101"rl:a 

t'1f the HygelcMl passage: 

were oJ.rcad8 

(1950)p. 2'.) 

- - - -- ---
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cnoUi" (e) l)l.;(Ji'/Uld AND GRBNlht•s MO'l'Illil1 

(1251 - 16,50, Ffflt, XIX • XXIII] 

THE I'{!JJUAL .!.:S

E'I'Pl1 XIX, 1251 • 1320 

a 

etated in the 

: Thia 

a• 81ori.oua 

•a fir11t 

us emotion3lly t·i"'Om the 

:r1·rnArn6i ty back to a point 8.n!.J..,.. 

Of) HroJ�go.r. 1b1o ia 

n introd:uctoey at� 11t (1251 .. 125,5a). In 

A. (1255b - 1278) �,due.:bJ.OJ! ef Grpps,ql'I§ Mt)� she i& li11ksd

in our with G: • with the brood of

ain.. In B. (1279 - 1320) '!ll2. Pitt• our attm1t1on io aotually 

t c.wt\Y .frotU her most o.£' the til(!&e The poot ao:noentrQtos (i) 

on the theme or � 001�,J..w,J foreshaclo in 

in the :1.nti�ductory 11.rn:ul to this , and (ii) 

the power of fit;htit}6 nwn• • 1292.. The thi

II,. an,_i, stated 

aioa..uy, on 

is driven boaie { r.a in Fi tt .£1, o�• 1.wg o-i' Ji tt m) by denoribing

c. H9'11"\fJ/Pn:t'" {1296 .. 1309) NW.oh PIW - urv.lly for r,.

1310 - 1320, .a.e.rq..I9i:1.
,,,o,r

.,
a.mll� • 

• ,-Mf'. .,.,,,, 11:"'" , .... .i.l',!;J. J,' �......... . ,/6.4. ... liJ4' • hHO}'G\R'S '.JPf ..... :H. 

, ......... -,,w .. Ji!l il;gmp;u i!Utro:.1u9toC{ $tt...pieoe, L���t f'or Aeaebere,. 

1322 • 29i £mvelopo pu:ttorn, repetition in l}23b, l.32'Jb. 

sr,ooon reinforces tht, �gc of a.taospliore J in it we h: ,ve the 

first dei�erl.;ption of the rible aurrourw.inga of th� Ob. 
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the ,po:t t usoo t'.l u;;prcso tllo rum elemont in Br.oiYUlf' G undo1·tc:ldn3 

(13l,.; - 1379). The doaari!)tion culminc.tez, witll a direct ohcl.lcneo 

to Doo,;u.J.£ to bra.vo thiG torriblo pl®e (lJ/7 - 9), balrincod by a 

p�no ot' cn:>thw {;;r.:no1•oun �t-a;iv:L.,...c; 11' ha ouooeed:J (l,00 - 2). 

-r�n'T X:�I, l.;c33 - ll.-72. 

!��li.(1U9 m{l Tl!f:F.Cg: Dcor;ulf'' o 011.!fl<lr opens ui th nn 1:lltroduoto1':{

t,1'lillic inaot, dircotJ.y cont.-raating t.'itb tt;o olCGi,co tone with \'2hich 

i:X bCt3un (13(31., - 9). Tlm jrn1rney to the more (1399 - lq4,1a} i:i · 

donor.I.bed in � oerlon of vro.�intions \mi.eh 'build � a am.ac 01· tho 

aztr-mo di£!'1culty of tho joumoy. u venture into the unkn,o!,711 

(ll..03 - ll). i'hc joui..-."loy 01Js on n noto ot• terror: u oo.npliontcd 

vorlr.tion builds un to th.o c.c.oou."lt: •Of tho t'in:.11118 o1' /Zoch�re•o 

hur.d (1417� •v A). Tho ldlliug of' tr.o .sen aonnto:t• (1432 ... �&) 

:>orvos nt once to f01•eabndow BcotruU"' 3 f'isht ,dth Grandel 1 .&

lfothm.•1 end t.o drivo homo the cxtrao,'1.ino.ry chort.\cte1· oi' Dcor,ul). • n 

onool.L1to1•: 06ninat ox·..11nury oonoter.o hman wapono arc �trw1uy 

c,l'i'ootiva. As :if teJd.na I.\? this theme, Bcowlf' o oor.lolut a.nu 

or�uipnont ere aor.cE'ihott 11t lon0th (W;J.?> • .54). Unf'cr6' a prc�umto­

tion or tho av:orll liruntine 1:1 tho olioox of tJli.G d.oocriptio.'l (U.55 -

.14r4), o.nd pemits the poot to uso onoo ntain a oonti·aot "l)otrtccn 

Uni'or.:i•s loud mrds end .BaorJU.lf'o brevcry, M the ollmax to a 

� llt-65 .. 72 (e;>. Xl"V • 980 - 990). 
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Frr.: XXII, JJ.73 • 1556: Bf'l0f.1J GR�J>JL' !i J.'O' .. r. 

-l!,Gr!!'.¾SH,o. e[lq 2:!12:1eo: Ao the lo.at�., thin orio 01>000 \-rlth

IlcouJll'' s !?.e?1 (1473 - 91) - a. li13re ola.bore.te ono n-3'7 in wbioh 

aevorcl p11uviou:.i !Qo.9! oro ropontoi to hoighten thr> p1-ooent 

flOtion - nt11141.ng o.tm-:>tir t:J lfyt;clno (O!J. VI, 4-!>2), lb.�ycnr•u 

tokinc; him ,na hi.a oon (�I?• xn', 91,,7), Uufor�•e loan o±� lm.1r�ti0t; 

(roo,,113 tho ooutruat t\t tho 1,,nrl. of the loot i'i.tt). 

In hie doocr.l:ption of the Battle, t-ho pl)ot ueos e motif 

1.uch is rupentod rdt.b euoh rezuJ.uri·ty t.'::lnt it 1B hardly �roly

c.>inPidont�, and \Yhich 83 it hc::,1.;,ono moruo nll tbo rovcrncn ot 

tlw bo.ttlo. A list mey be ,of intorcnt, o.o I know of nom1ero oleo 

v1hore �uoh en '<,cho"'1'lll'nsc' is \tsod co 0:f:tr.m&ivoly. It iu 1 of 

course, a rhot:>rioL\l tcc..'miquo cld.n to D,µ�tlett'c 1 Q)lv0lo_pe 1,at. 

tc1n' i

(a) lntro1luotoi"Y linoi;: :Boo;rulf a.c!icma.B to tho l�e-floor,

JJ .. 92 .. 6� Cll(UH '----'."!_·i'A) ...... t1 ..... P ... o.., • ._>:r.-v+.,. ... ;.;;.,.;:.,..n oenh te ll..96 .. - w w=t", ----------

(b) 11,.97 - 1512t:U �I'),! l:9t ,S?r�1.s!.9.: ltrcndol. • 8 ll<>tller tN<oS

Boowuli' to hor don.

(o) l!>].2b - 1:il1t 10 pprl on�o,s• Doo,'Nl.f' f1n4D h,.ri1uuli' in 

t.� hall. 11hc paeaogo and&:

t:,J.· - leoht t;eDONl 
bli:oro loo;,1an boomte aoinan. 151Gb - 1517 

(d} 1510 - l522cu ow�e3� l�.P<J &19dl�: llcm,ru.lf'o ottcnaJ.vo with 

m.'1,,tinc. 
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( o) 152:=?b ... 15 36• i?J!, A,e, !i!,o,t .9nf',9.z,11d: Bcoww.r • o reve:t""sal , o.a bis

&'.10l'l'l f"aila him. !h� b.ore w1til tr..c md of the �LJ:1 the

ba.ttlo eocn Q&d,let neowu.lf • mio !'1t;hte by hand ,. The poet

co olu®o thu j?.,t.!;. v.'1 th n otmi:iar.ldr.g �lent, att�•ibuti:1g

BeolfU.l.i''a Gurvivw. to bio 0vm :llie-..ht, helped. by C'..od [op. 4-53 1 

572 - :,]

i"Odoru l'"lol.1dcnd hit on 1"',Ybt sosCE'ld 
y�cot ayd']Jtm b� 0:t nstod 1555 .. 6., 

?lY.t' XXIU, 155 7 • 1650. 

'.l'eohrao.'J,3 ll1\<l,..'?1!.!21B� = 

(�) 1557 ... 71a: Q.{>£'.12.r41-.4Q. 2i1 .'!£.��= Grer�del •s moth-,r 1..-illed 

vrl th the Ilh• UQu.lOus awo1'd. The i'i�t endL'! 1

!.d.xte so loo®, leoht unnc ntod 
e!'n,3 awe. ;,'f hofcno ba.!ll:'t, soine� 
roooroo cc.:.mwl. 1570 - 72ih 

'.i.'hits lla:JO�� ooo��,U'en \7"lth the c.i�t-'""ft"', u..,.ii:....,·:U. .1uat 

b<:1i'1Jro t.lw l1ez,in.'1itlg of: th,:, ti(ht 1 rsnd ao enolooos the t"ie,ht in 

a loooc mvolopo patt�n1 [cp. 1''1.nu.0.9:i.1-.">d:), and Un.i'erd !:1tt1r.ll0n�o 

(lt-�l - 98• t-OG - 610)]. 

(b) l:.>72b - 15?0, lip f-!C1'�!� r,2c,qu.e, ,'1�; Dcom.t.'Lf O�:.XOheii.S t·or tu'l.d

bohoade �...n.tlol lP J':w&..J?s ha, AA !lea;to (mS� the docu. monoter 

(1585b). 

(o) 1591 - 1605, �.r.n ,.e�:t. at;?.Qtt'O,B: Intarlu1 c: � Danoo loove.

�... section oontra"ts wit.b tho .. ·1z.-cvious one, Boowulf' a

6X'1£14�Bt mo!Jent qf viBtocy m�cn he nas oonquet"'ad the two mo·1st•�rs, 
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and 1:1lao wi tl.1 the -.e�tion. This 'Jl:t-SG ,'Jri.rl$ v#. th a de� 

tion of G-erits: 

sett-in 
G'tart:don; 

1 y<Ht hie 

( d) 160,5b - 1611.; Ejrllogue ... tht: 0\, 'll"\'1 ae.1 ·ta•

(e) The tu.n,. to :i"i}oro1,1 1612 - 50. Hoto;

:)-

,,, .... ..,:#\ lGl:,ib tr:1.ru-t tl011tei:1{'..C)t • ,\ U'Uj.lO f:OJl11?1/:lnC nQ!'&...._00,...:1 ....... rM....,f...,to __ n ....... \ , �A� t ,Q ...,:;;. a a•�■ I 1 t� 

1628, 'FA:wn 'ilf:;(),'lult comes to th(� eur.t\ioe,. &id th.e le.at line ot 

the 

• -1 1-'"'"') v,::\l',r.w.t�on ,. i.;,yJ • 

( ar1 



" .. ·,n;--, ( ) .,,-r,,,,,,,, .•�J.!l,uJ:.... 0 J� ,.1..·Js .:... .. ,°'

... GO. 

- .�:u:a �D1�J\'iln .,

ccrrGI,tJ�JI�J: ·;;J 

G-11}�>;�) ::J� t ,r�� l�:!(t�}�. � �•:t t 

�r!'l<;: t\1J<>th,'¼>Oi$ of the Df'M/'i io :f'ollo·,,eu. by a stl�.ikir�; ,':OMm,tM v . ;v►,._ 

!:_J.,m (1281) it'l tirLs gr�-:iu:p: ;ax the :.t.>1"<�1:),)tilq;s of the 

1-:,11.jti?.ou:1 £l"",!UJ) c��� r,l�cJ.:t�eil. lJI �;,�J'ViOU/3 lo. oloae,:1 m.th (';� 

�01�:�1 d��rnri. ,ti0u. ,:r.C th� D a p: ecli>C tli.ei..:t hui,.1c,·, ts c.,i:,.�l oo:i.·:GJ.l!!!tf.J 

:l,1 .r·c,·, s� by ti,:,Git• hcti.::1 (121- 3q_.) so \:run.i,cJ,. • :J ;.:,.: ti.lor• .a {;:(;tu·.k 

i� 1'iGtlOl"lrH::1',1 (utU•·:J.;y ;;-d.th :1,rrm;y"?) M lo:.w ·t�i-;.J.blo,,, ttt, L �·>'trn;;.n•a 

"t"•,,•,.r.·�-t, ' ·i ·i..--,.:;,..�• ,, ,, ;,.,., •-�- ' ' 1';•···:.' ·- .,-, . . . ,.A··,,.,·: .. , ,, ·'·>·• '-� '� .\ n'1iJ .... , .. ·._uli.lll• t,.i.h\,. �--.,. .�.l>,,,l l,.1� ,.. . ..l,{ l J�;.'ii ... f!\r\lt,,..,a.wrh ... �-... c . .-.L,i ... t, •. J"f".; ,.Ji:1iiil.,,. ,.�t 
- ···- ,,,. 

wt ;.l"r"lo ;s, • 

:i1:; 
b: �;,�-�-trJ1 -:1:�.. ; :! se 

!.':•� :·•,c·H� • {' '} f' ��,-• \ '·"t-°·"·t- ,-2, .. IJ .. 1,,.

1'"".ro; ,,,.,·,r• s """' ; ·� /' {.,,•,,... .., SOX't'•);f;- r ;·> ·;. lt ��Z lent; (1.e:101'1. ,ttvc rmoech n.n c,0:1truat with,

,;:cl sn:t.""ic-r to oot,ht$L!!,:i, X'iCGV:rulf'a rc�,'.;)lntL,n t1.'1d ht•rtVor-J. DeOTIW.f t S

·t-:�4 1 ti ��� t:� 1 ,� j•���1ti• ii"" t\.,'(ll-'\ ,,·�s -rr,�-� q;)'¥ .... "'
1

'· �nv1�,.,..,.'l t:-.!-"n it1 _.�·1""\lUD t1.)). \_,1,-•�-- ... - , ..... . ,;.::.,.,-�) � .. ; ...... •• '.' ,,.,\, l,� > ; J,t-J. •,_� -""••;...... t,;.,.,..,'t, ... l,""•.;t .,• .. ••� �-'\•,� • ;,;;�� H \• ,., 

�":(l 1-\t t3 J. .,tn:�� /' , -),:�c;r◄ (-�-:t)�::1·1:A-cl llftS 1;reocd.orl at?ll b:.1.r;.:{!CC .-� !:t:·,. �

vt,1!'.x,J_ ·.r:�ct<"1�:·:/ ',1:.1<:h --,r;,·.)r•��a for t:he i\:>l.'�i1'<)Hc coi:.clu[�ion oo.' tbe 

1,�:kht in Jco:rr.rt. ·-'1L'.�) <',.('V:.trn&t io dl".1.ven h1:>rno by tbo pt�rt of 

1'.;a�} 1 ;;:'t;;ht ,r:Kr: t n·tr, ;t,.'>:::il, 'i .o • wbrrre t.hc r)!.)\V J.i.v:ttdon ocoUl"S: 

J:i:tt '' ,_;,. �- 01,--,.•p,'i '""'h ,., 7()'··· ''1'l.l'lt'!""'/:t":1 o of' 3,,..--.;-u1•f:>t,, e,.u,·-1::tt•·, ;J..r1 �•: • v�.1• .... -.-... } •·· •• _.,_ • .. • ...... , -.-.::, .'..• •. ...... ·
,,,.

, .. � .... vV < _,..,... V .-.; ._ � •- t.,,,rVJ 

01·,,nf,.._u is i:,,:ti:"�,.J,y p.rcc-t.i crJ.'.'r.y !Jm•/;. ,:\. .B'i tt :.GII Ol:'1,J.a e. long n.nd 

HUOCC$$:i'ul o2i'c: \ff!. V-13 by Gi•: ,·(lt\�;l I fJ. fil-.) t'.,ot·' a;-.,:1 o •. '1 tt:.q;l.ici t COfJHlant 

ttnt ne,;,,,.•;uJi' ,;;Jtu-J :-i�vc::- y:-1.�:bho-.t 
1."",'."/'" 

'"I""!"\ ,)-

� "' tt:t·.-� .. / .. ;{,, • il i;b.O 

., t i'(Jr (}:.)c',. • s l 

phl"c,.ac:i \)c;i ·•tted Mn

I 



'l'\C:(.)'1;' t ... -� ?"' .. 

t;; -'¥$! " ,.. -pt11<,14��W (Wt:! 3U◊C-W,t,l 
"mrJ�o ,:rcrr}.'1-� t.rf�Jr.-,V 1,r uoo · ,f:r 
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To reoliic tl�o t>rOf':t"�aoion botrlcon the f.tghto \Tith Gr.ondw. 

nnd fTi th his lrot.l1Cr, :.:.n.d tho plaoo 011 thin p.t"'.Jg:i. .. ,'lOPion 1n tho 

p�• o ovo1--£lll :rb;"Uctu:-e, 1vo have 'Jnly w x·ocall 1'".l tts I ..nd I! ... 
- ...... 

rthioh inc!ccd wo nre invJ.tc,,l t'.) dn l,y �he oxr>lic:l t rv :dniff<kinnoo

in I-'i t,t r.n.. �,mi. t.�o worl�1 ot t' JOe!A v:aa , i.."'I TolY...1.oi1 '3 w,)J;'tJ,

the ho.1..1 l'Tith its •11ttlo oirclc or l:tr.,ht' ond thu oncrJaeh.1ng

malirJJ'l.it.'Y of the brood or Cnin. In t1�c Grondel e1,ioodc, 1oowulf

dat".::md.dl. t.�f! UU!Dt\H l,oll � hc1.-c he ponetl'u. too ·to tho t'C".n...fW� 

or t1'.n :wostora, tmd thE! otr1ki11S te:v.:s in 't.l1ioh th.1.a !R09P:e Bj;_g\.!£ 

13 doooribt'.:d h,.l8 attrnctoa tbo l\ttent:1.on o� tito or-1 tico. ,'l,fs 

10.uahor 1•cmwS:o •r:ir:nii'eatly, c:mocptiom, of tho Ohr �t1f'.ll Hell 

ht\VO cr.!"l;orod int, tN, ploturc as drmm l)y the poot 1 { 11. 1357

WJ?.C?.J, otld ·thio i'aot lv.u;. C�li,:-aotc,.d. the e1thu:11c:ctio 13., -,111'-.tootiono 

of tho ',Ue.r..f;nd.11.an • or.I. tic, in ◄,ho Uni ton St.'lto;.;, Bllch cs &bortaon 

(1951) E;na Cu.banho {1955). nut tho poet's t\cbi�ont he.a boon 

SUCCO/l3l,ully to blend r,)11eiou., :1.ma.r,ocy d:th tbo C\7Uto1"ies of 

.foll�h: ra1cl 'it is he� that Boo'huli' et.>moo 1n closc:)t cm1t(a.Ot 

ui tll the mot;ioal .. en'1 the nupm.,u.tural: tho .s..t,li-:7!3?91:S ,$tpPi4 

1558 uni tcs both alt.:X1onto. 

n.r .• 1bf>�ro (19.55, p. '247) he..c h:i.t upon h rUlins �1:ctoophorc 

of' thir. nocond trlnl of' Bc.)r.ulf.'' � 0,�, Mei ho\"/ 1 t &r ·1r3 from 

the Grcndel ,fir;;ht. As h:c puts it, 

":t.1he cit• of !'olk true io otrong�r; Grond<':l' o 
,,o thcr ie not so olom•ly tbe f'oo of GOd,, ond 
ohi:., ..;t.\,, ni>t: nttuok wi tbout provooatio:J.: Dcowu:)j' 
io 111:0ro of n rroruwuc hero tl.wid leoa of n Cb.ri�tian 
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8:P,OPkG of �venge t:in<1 glt>ry • 
�· .t. 

cold M 
is t 

1\cr.;tnl'.li'" MOf�pt� the lo&n rx.t Hr\ll
llUCCcas. 

,i:1g f&iln him, ,u'l!l lkio\l.'Ulf' a :fin-ttl. .v, 
divir:.g nre • a 1m.:,.iJt thr:::tt 0".U.f11'>t be 

t"u.lflllod. • • 0 

But ll.ot�n 

with the poet'& er 

&omAt's 

a the c r,nlO-rd of lino 1558 am ll!Qr£11oting 

(:fr � fi.ght, on 

• 

up ...

to ra:ti,,naltASe this, nol.,

nur;isea tion thta. t . � 

Kltlcurs ·to Di·• &'hl telook' s 

• & atte,ntior.. to the swor1:J. on

tho las. l l� at the m<m@tur• $ 'i:x:f. 

�I \'lOul(t then Gi ,,. 
tnmgtb to rise to his foot.. Houevor, 

this is not thtt ol.'d$' or ovuat& in the te:rl; 
Md it otUmot 'be �'l'lied. tl1C\,t the 
18.Qka olf.rl.t.-y.'' [p. 24l3J •

But :1.n makin{t ttd.e or.!. ti oiam. w 

in the way th� 3;,ae workru n 

h�JJ missed a oen 

:tive end m,"i:, tj.on 

whore aaoulc'tc<1 to �."l'<-:lso thoUl<h �o ·l.h..;me h,e:t";.:: in, the.t 

point 

�,.;ey. 

�, 

., is no longer suf'.fici{mt. !� I bevtt Se.id., tho la&t AY.a'd�it 

p. ,C in f'itt PX't'l®des 1-h:-u.ut.i·:�•& ta:Uure (1522). His 

tri.ust :tn ?lie ctU."Ult�!Ji!?J10EJ?A is ��r,1�.1,;j.·W-y p�� 
; 

(1534 • 

15 36) a,� ;,;.i,hl 4 S h .ia given to him ��}tod f t�1d. ot."'-

� t�, 1.556]: but his !t?f:i<m; hrui not boon �uC'fio.ient <IDd the b�ttle 

;,: 



,-1 
.. \)1f.:� ... 

ond1� V'.i.otorl::msly r)nly when (in '',;i,:; t'ir.,:1t mrd.s o:f' z.xnr).

see&. tb.c a"""&li"t::P,t-�.\'t"•,�·,; ,.,me 1557. 

Tl:,;.:t; Een.H.,.'U-V•s E2f:lCf,¼ is ncen M inB;x2:L'.1.ciont ia. I thi�1k, 

a poirtt the ...t of wtich c.a,n;,.J.t be (lV1 .tc<l in cwtm:;n:.tnin.g 

� , .,, • 'I,. ' t' ••'
1 ' • ----'- . l 1.,11;T_,.p�� p,x;r;aea.;<1• �,:,oc:cr·e ;i,n. .t.,:.i.!4 v,;;i:t 5 J..,u.i.cc4l.lJJJ a..-.,10 e

m.:UJi.: .t��:.r;•,.:,:t•eto till thG lfat l:,t:,;., .. n{)..t'{; of the ·poo:11. •1.'
f

>ro..11 3i tt XIII on]� � 

br1or:-use he ffdlri to r'f.� liia how the tbom.c5 o:f' ��fL�

within em.,h o.-crnp �>t" r': -i. ","'e.• �-, i. (·!;' -,-i- --· 
·····r·-r 1 H) I ur..1 1 gro u,p u, / j •.. ,.,:,1 - .\, V' J:.. 1ll:U3

had s 1y • an s·l:.:ilc3pht)ro af ¥101"1.cU.y g1� .. 1:f1 • nnd ?i' th� e:pia,odes 

thc.r,;:; he r.1n�M•k5 'i:tl ru.1. th-�, tt•c :.tno:1t, of tho m1:'.lthre:,; of tN)!�On.tit 

t.,.,,,,, ... ,• ,,..,, ,.:., Q ·• • d ... � i" �-- • 'J ,,..,.1 f r:,.., t!..' ';, .,., ... ,,ou ... � ... ru: .. " 3,. OJ.f:t<-,.;, �, n-""""J.'t ... ,.,_.. t?• -:..'•l-\.l .l L .nut, $.l.S Wi)) h�vo seen•

thore is a tlei'in:l to ;�,ror�:.'c,;n:i.on, :i'r :n J:,..·:li. vi<l.ufl.l to t1ooial Vs.J.uos 

.1 ,r,. 'O'·, � ., ,; , -i ·' ,·., ··• tc ·"'·"' .,,,. .. 1 :):, ,, . --� .• " •·h�"' t.:�l� � J. , l l'.,:,.,id.l.C-l,.,(� ,1 .l. .,1.!;:.J)1 ·-'-·1,:,-t, .I.a ,, ... ,;,;;,C �,.!'� u:ncl t.;pioodo:>J and 

in v,1he-..n t..li.e elemcn·�s. oi' :&� t.t I o . .r-c x<::,cmlled tht:y are 

GQ{m :ui quite ell "1-::�i'\mt 1.t";hti t'4.1tt1 the her-.:) J:,e::i"'.ulf in to 1.;rJ 

h:i.t:t n.:tl�i .. i4.i0 t ttu) V\Jl� ;3 tl-\J i � 

::<:GI, ::e�r;c: .z.l.ow thtct this 

li:t of tile m(m5'k•l'i'•. :Ji tta 

ia :L1t1t.t!.'f.l.c5 .. ent: ardl Beowulf 

returns h000 vi.ot..1;r·ir>lJ.[j , ;}1Sl:12•i; if.., , no:; ·t.I .,c i;rcm.mrc L·:\ the Ct4V� 1 

vklch h,;;; leuv�1s beLin(i bit1, but �.;t1c • hll t of the D:i::,J.,v,:i:Uow.J �word 

c�11d Gr-c.u�•.1e.l' a l1QC�d (1625 f:f/ •)' fitl -;:e1.�r1 ,- �!/.t,9 j - ·be O;'/!ilb-ola t;Jf his

Go 1,,.,i,lvz.m victol .... J'. ·.;;r-; nhnll l:.iwB occ,::;1t:\.on to 1:•cihn"n to thim 

th reJ:1d tr., :nso"..:n .. d.cnce Qt• tJJer;w$ ·tILc.:rnsh�,ut P£9!,;ul£. �o th 

O(jntr,:w., r,r:Lnciplc �'.tehi,;.d w-1•,o:t D.c,.:.:'1or >,.,�.1 ceJ.11-xl :-t ta •1c-1.ok et 

,_,.i.,"'-f.•;•,� ,,:, ••. ' f :-:·�•,p·••·•••�·-(l•·I. -t.1., .. , ,,,� •· nJr,r· •;-•{• ,,. ,, .• A,.., c,,., e>.a.,1 1c:-1U,>1",..'.t\\/ o .. , ... \lb.,:,:_.,,, • -1...�J.;. .... ,,,r\��-, LtC w. ... t,, .i;., .. .,.c,111. �-� �--nJu.- ..:tl ,:-.,11;.J-v.1-sol!u��J UY'-"'�
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�. token up • • 'but in the proceo1 they � tmna:r d• 

t:ind th,$ .� t,tii an,\ their group.it� po.int both l'eOm'l't:h"lCG wld 

the .. 

• moti.t in vr, xrv1 1-.-vrt:c, (,.
f, I!J:lOt"OW.' o.nd Hytplao) 
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G:lOUP (,r) BEi)i7U?�' /JID HROJ'-0.AR, 1651 • 1807, JOil'V • Y.X'JI 

{;!!OU? ( /-'.") llEOmJL!? ,1hTfJ m.�fil,MJ, 1(m8 - �14)., , XXVII - [X'Klii.) • 

TlHlt:�;j;!J.,ION: BlXJm.nl' YOlJ::G !ii.1.D OTJ), 2l45 - 2220, X>...-U 

G?WlJf• (h) BB01MJ�'b' iiND DRAC.0:{: EXOiWI.U-lJ 1 2.22l - 2390• 
ar .. Y�'t,III 

.. 'HE I::orarm.1\L i.i'l'T1�S. 

FXi'T i:X:tV: li!iO}.G-.\R'S mmuC�i I .. 

�aclm:lr,ue t•.nd i'hc:::.�!J 1.....,......� ..... ._.... ......... _,.,...�-

• !!f'2.��J,.Pi.leoh, 1651 ... 1676! Tloo\,'Ulf o:,q,licitly <'1�trJ.buto&

hJ.o 11it1d.i,�c of tl:e nword. to Go1. (1657 - 8). 

1�. '.i.'ho �01;'1, JlA.2!- to l�'i'?.P.f:££., 167/ .. 1699: A atrons :t.ncl\::uw.mtnJ. 

pattern (16n - 86) dr.lvo:o ho-.. 'lo tho 1Ji(?'lii'iC1encc o1' thio notion, 

nyutb::>lidi,ts n '1"1 J)CJli:'jh vlctJry over the brood. of Cain [nnrt1.ott 

n. 5)]. !!'he insori..tion on tho ow.,:i.-a pointa the aicn:i.f'i,:Mce or

Co:i • n intc-1-vcntion in Bcmrult':; f"iRht, no t!m 1\U t 

0pr�o:f.r,ie.ty dopicto:l Gr.>il • ., mm d:1.1•eot t,otton 
oeoinat the t.oaurocA rao,.) • It 1B almost W'.J

i:!' '!lc:.>wuli" had been 1•_1,_ -·�l t:, tho l'Mi. ')l 
God'& 0\111 ot:ria.pion... [Bonjour, 66. /j. 

C � l!];:s>J>:;t��• ,/l Sno,9!h.,. part I: 

(11) Jcov,uJ"s eJ,ory (1700 - 170:Jah The, at�:30 in thia

eem,:m moves i'ro::i tho pr.osent to tho tuturo. /vJ 1)1-odour Jios vut 

:Lt, 

11u.9 to n'>vt Dco1'tUli' WQ.5 only •11ys�la.o' s thane', 
ond now ho s� ru./J �11s il1to 9. potontiel rulor _." 

/\.s suoh, his � wU1 ,nt 1,e eno�: ho moot poat,�&s .wj.,o_<l;om 
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(lS well .aa Jli,a: c;2.ld Rro],6,r..l.• ·::.'eelo roufirlent that ho hr..is thiG 

our.lity, th�it hio glory will nnt go t,o hls heads o:{l b pll,

�l.�)a;.�\ hc'7:�a.t, S2il� .. pl-i.,:.t m.od,<t£.!.n;yj;,t£t!ll• 

(b) 12,r� is noa o.dduoea (l70Jb - 172"-n) all one who wcs !)b;!r;en.!3,A,

f"ll1\!!11, P.Jt192m s,to.;,ta., 1716 - 7, but Joinod •lio this o. �-1.i>ll-

!lo::g. .!>lt?i.•t.'99)1 • \"d1icb io �)l"e!H,ad in h.i.3 nicanrt'llincns. Thie

'l/•G:JI\J;e 7.B upc:cif-1.cru.ly c.ypliod � n w-..�r.unc to Do.?1TU.1.f' (1723 - li,}.

.( c) 'the f!>r�o 1:W:!-�t, l724h - l"/3�h l4>0J,8C1x W)i< irJ[J.l."'ine:l e.

fi£Ul'e - � rulo1•, note, not 11. rot.;iuor • ,n10 c::i::c:n::lii'iou tJ1e

iru,iJioua rulvonco of' pr:ldc into th� ooul. �'he rul<.:l.' io n.t fit•�t

s:tv1.m ��:!:£ i,o r.oll ,1& pr'.l•,.i Qnd;,..,Q£>.1.';t,,sci.E.2. 17?.G - 71 but \'lben

c,i vcn th<> hr.dch t oi• proop1,;:t'i ty, ho beco:nc:, w.Ulble Tor hie \L'1BnY,ttt!a,

9!/-� (50f!0ll �O.f'l!l,, 17 3,1
h 

doso:dl>ir:c; thic lac.k. (1 

·.1·;1<'! i1. tt undo ·;1l th a ti e-J..il10 VL!.l�a.tion
--

\n,03ir:ht: ho !ltlD no thoUFJ1t CJf �c 1!.'t

yltJ.o, 17.¾ m· of' ��ji.9., 17!8.

Jrr:r �v, 17,.,.0 - 1816. r.1t) �.��.Ii• IX. 

!qch1l1�e � IJ.'h<F,£Ri. Hl'Ofer.\l"• u Spuocill ( oonv'�1u,JJ). 

( cil }-:-''·" f f'.11 ,,f' �io i"�YE.':!:t,�Jl. nrll'�� (1740 - 57) c The opt.Jnlnn ':7ord 

o.eac.2,� rovor�oc ttc: thoruo of the ;n,"Cvioua fi tt_. and n1·m fi vo lim::.

(17l,,.O - lt,) exactly p�•a.llol r.i.nd irovorao t.!10 _p:,;•oViou:: va1 .. icition, 

ab!.>tt:br, thu udv�"'lce oi.' tho bo;u, .• h1�en the 30ul • o cu�linn, tho 

:l..�tel.loct, v:t...:iopa. Tnc hoolily Cimti:nuc:m, in exact r,n1•ellel to 

sec�ion (C): (Lt) 1745 - 52 :t\;}Vet�Go linen 1728 - :;,J.,.1 tllet·.-t no hod 



t11(? l'J.t:.�Xl. t g L,l,:t 

�;,-\ 
.. r)(:."< -

t l ... r�.Lt t. ... \iti]. J.. 1 ; � :o\.1 th�} ti.(t/-J.,l • :J v:�:('l'()Vt t his

J)'.:l.'1!1:1r'ni� ;31J.::���::;:-1t:L�);·�G !1t:-.":"/(� {)\ •.;�"crO.:\(� !1:l�·::t, ;:i:1..-.�. nvo�1'.1ic.0 ;·:u.1.cl 

df:lc.0•·,,;;,)1:t t;,.b➔ :-.l•n;:-;,:· t,:;.,;L H. Li::::. (i:i.i) 17>) - 7 rc11c)ratI 

17?..l(lJ .. J. 7:t7: .h!, lZ}ll h:l.r; 1.>:Jt�-::.c:.-1 ·, L.�f:u .i .l 1::- ctJ1:1l: J. c�t(�, t/t.�;->: (:r·,

r:_1• j'�f:::ccni;� 

(,�) 1,7; 

1 

.d 

·JrtJ, :?r-:�-1;:t�;;r-.;:::; J.or·c:·: �rt1ccf.;Ofl}1 
' . 
n:i�a *

J)\/'. _..-.-,.,. ....... ���;L2::Cil.L2�1�l\' })t;.1�.r�l1s:J.t1
� � b;�,j\:tl.l•• e 

),,: 

(ti), l7 ·ihy 

';/2 <to • 

' � .... ... ·A: ,f'O.':lz:JlO l77'J 
• .... t. � 

y ()0 

t.lionr:a 

orni • 

·m.ur•

acl 

i 

ll 

t, 

• ·th .tion or 

1.1.e.ht 

• rond(u. •

f1.d 

O· ly 

l 2.1.

of 
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m.1.rnc,il.on:,, BW'>?:"a to l!r:)J-,t;nr J.n XXI\'"] • In the Pt"Cvious .(!11 ho

hnd told h('),i it h!:'.d .f'&1led bir.u nor, he vimlicffl!o!s it ea n i aoocl 

0'.')J:J'O&.r.i.on in batt10•. Tho IDi �1t1!1: r�3 YJCT.tI hud ('l .. cmc• w-lth 

1'00trulf r;o·iv .. to ,,n t\lltilcnoo rr.!.th aroJ>sor} ao::t!)arc 

h.:QJ.c hildcdoor Hro2icm' ,erotf'.n 

a.'lcl h'lilo hiltlodoor ogtlr gt-Ottc 

1646. 

1816. 

:e have ooc1e tho i'ull ou•clo. 

-•·�•rn ,,.,._..,rr 1817 ll'lC'•7 mtn- P;\Tlf�T•;1•" 
.,..L• ,v..1..1., .,.. • U'-.l • ·i.a,r, •. • ...::� 1. ........ 1-Y'• 

T.c:tch':1.1.quc rmtl Ther;100: 

A. Beo1,�f!lLJatas.� 1817 - 183':): The thoma or fa�].isor'e

gonoronl ty unii of the olooe connaotion 'letwuen Dc�oo and Gcnt3 

is c;..:p:"Jldoi't in a to11udc.blc i11cr-a::ent:u pc.1.tter.1, 1818 - .39 • 1Yh.ich 

onoom;;a:::3c3 hhe wh:,1c spoooh. '.B'IO oovcii1cu t of tho 1i1otorio c.rreota, 

M it vu.rre, t:hc tt:.d-:>n of the tro nationo: (a) 1010 - 21• •-r10 e-re 

c;oinc t·.> Hyr,elo.o; you, !Iro}'Sllr htw� 1,ocn a porfeot hont'. (b) 

G-i1" ic pgnne 1822 - 2;>: 'I t.111 �•'"�"r """U•., t. ( o) Gif io p.;ot
I �.• .. v J- IV ...... 

£.iefric&e: 1626 .. '5: ' • . • • in eny- UQOCSl'li ty. iwgcleo will oid 

r�•. ( ,1) Q-if'JB-tn wn:lfLlli..,"El}>rl,c 1836 - 9: 'tllua firoJiriO may !'ind 

frior.rlo at tho Ge�ti:.1h ctnu.-t'. 

'il. !1F0£!�.!..'.1l.EP�o9.b:, lel:O - 1865, De<?'#ul.C huo col'J!)lin:.entod HroJ�enr• a 

1-.:in(,fl.y quc�l.itic� o!' eent�x.��1sity: liro�ar top� his oom.,1li 1tmt by 

tr;dr.t� U.!.' t'r C thC.."lC o::' hio , �O:t.'J'il\')l'l 1 : 

nc hynl.; io anotorlic:>r 
on owa gco�\%'\ :roore eume.n 1,-ing:Lau. 
.,,u eart �,ce1noo stratl!, 0,1.l on !!\Ode frod. 
wis ,,ord-owida. 1842 - 1845 
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,.;��-1 _g �·f��:;r;E, c: {r-�t�d/1; (;n:t�J1 i�ni't: �::�;:�p.tio .. t son1e lir1t1s la..tt�1,, 15..)�ll} 

f'u.z•+: �J_'t d.t,:;vr:J .. n:� s-1 �.- ,._,j\ ·�t; .::J·� -� �' 

f:, tij1.'·:t1')1.�.t.j\ 

?lcj()-t'rti.Lf' f ci' '1r•1-11hS,··) '.·>re· f 1 'Y' ·,-., ,-.. , * '_ . .,. .. ' _J':I. ... �. '•t:, • .... -.--., ·"-�J j 

t�H;-;;:;e oi' the il.::n,t,m hy £l'.'t:._ulial tl;; 

t>::-: k.:i.?lf:lY QU:Hli tiet. to 

-�-� · � e·!-::_ t� (1�150)]. ;.nB .:::rpe-aoh

(.;·:d.:'.! 1,--;r ��tt:.ti .. .- tl"�<:: �J\:,:,.rgcJ .Jf' i\,rlt�tui:1' hotw,::-,on G-o�ts i:inJ. .\.i:J�ws 

i� .. � an-1i�)i{::e :1:--;,C:t"f;;nerrt�ll :)r-� .. :i;�:i,ff0 :1 lt'.i.:?:) .... 6.S. 

c. Tho....:_:t;;:::kt�.:..� ))"// ..... l?.'.7: '.t'h<J p,x:t :t.:inoly c··:mhirn?:s H gift ....

i.-�}., �./-,,-i, ... :,·;. ;:;, i, i'i::·cwo".i.1
11 u. <':.o•,c:t':!htio:1 0:1'.' r.i.::1t1wl. :f'W.ci�d.i.:-� .... ,.p !Jlti!.® 

:::'.].:L �;t"l(1 \:l J ��:; ::1,·r\r11-:f� 'h:v- ff.:XJJ�f:tl"' ' $ 1"'7-�f;li :-:o>tio!'1 ttt�•.t; hi�.} ':)et.,t¾)�1 • 

:\,?; :·;<,,:Y tr, :.�-: rG�\],\�.;ci ;_ (.,J f,,,:r ,.,y he i,�; <'.o:nc,:,;:':llcd. (1H73 .... J.D76a) • 

;:-' L't;tl �J.}· jt t: ,.(� e�·\t�t) c.J_/)t:f�=��, �·T� t;1 praise c:f 1tih:,:, f.tf;t.td. 'k:i.ng (lt-38S1 -

lC.���.ti) � 

, 8-l

-

), 

C 

1 } " 1.JUO j,got 

1d. 

country 

(l(I - 95; l· 1911;. - 1919) he l 
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nnd unloadint; IJf the tNaaw;•o and &u."'!'lour (1896 ... 9; 1920 - 21.o.). 

Indoe.l, tbo mrm:y ptmallels bctuecm the t\7'0 pe.$5a{;C8 mnko 1t likely 

tha.t 

oeoa wiaooe, 
lQJ;U�tiCT �!l l�QC\YJ,"OU. 208 - 9 

rc.t'cr to .. �ho Oea.ti tJh COMt""6U!lrd r.::.ther thc.o. t-;> Booffll.1.i .. 

B. HYt:,i!-..f.\�L�A .fiy.i;;n• o.r,,,L•+nd. hin, 0!!9J}Jl• (1925 .. 1962) � The

1"u11otior. of the •o:,:,;. J>ryoo �1N6' op.:l.soQe OWl be iUuni.."latcd b3'

tho pa�llclo b.o�n 'Pit1:,a, III o..11d XXVII, wbHh confirm B<'!uJour'e.

o·:molui1ioru1 (1950. PP• 53 .. 5). Ao I.tI h:'ld bogun •,rlth oontr�'\Gting

d.caoclptionn or lh"O)'sr,a,• o gr-.1.of i-.:.cl Beo-·.JUl.!' 1 s propar¼tiono (169 ..

20lt.) oo :o."VlI orul.'l \'iith tllc �a.rnllal� end oontr.MtG 'botwool'l I!yg<tll\C

·.nit !trgd:, u.nd Orto. m1d hin unmulcd.4 quoen. Thia parellol is o.

:rartioulai•ly :})()d mwiur.,lo of h?W tlw troai;:tonA.; of th«noo l\aa

dcvaJ.or.ea betr,ecn tho tw.:i �= tbo con�"l"aat .in now ondo by �

m1.r2:�tivo inact., the, dontJ.Jumt tccft."li.(lt!O ainoe th-., ::::C(WCOYT c»iso<.1t>

(Vil); �d th� contro.ot ifi n�t .ctercl.y- bei-vrco."l i11div:id\lcl. reaction.

t.o a llituatiQn bot 'bctvrocn queem;• r,clatious to th�ii- pOQPle�, u

µune ::tntx•o1'luo� by Wcn.l.J,oow i."1 IA r.21(1 JtV:U .. XVIII; and tho

Hye;elai:, - Of..'fa pfll'Cllel :tu in t-Q1-.�9 hotb or. !'.t>i�Sft2 e_! .G.§!:2l�ntin.

(r.oo!'tn pJl'\J�r'>� •. , wio<l£>k1 1957 - 19".lO) r-:1d 01- uucoe3s i.11 p1>oo.uein5

bn hcil", l::Or.:v.,r (19!.J): thomoa foro&hu.i:IJJ,-;od. in the Sc;rl,t proludtJ,

* I t� ,tith Sinru:1 (:1.953, P• lfJ. n, 1965 PP• J{J .. 50, 83 .. 4)
tha.t come 11:�oa, i:i vin.3 the n�.i, i<UHl linon.fio oi tho pi"incooe •
� lllioai�16 bofo.iv 19,?al'J. u,o� ,;sa (lUoobor, uonJour g__t, +9:1.)
would c;tva a oh,::1i-O of a sud.dOOl'loas Ul'lp .. 'Ollolod in tho poem1 and
pry(» ( von Soheubm-t) iG not only wuot:t'irnl, but unlikely i."l
itaelf'z c.s Si&altl 1-i.:-.:.01�ks (1?65. P• 84-) •plain pr,y<l is not !'ouud
among AnBlo..S�on proper nMcs. •
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bnt lJeaooinp aom:.1.1:i.cnt in tlie p.1'-lviow, � XXVI. The lout nuooesa 

(>i• Off'n.*a Ohl'Cf� ., c;nd hie .1.•oi'o�'mtLtion of' hia qucoo, then, Sl\:l'VO 

ae n t"i ttir.:s 1ntt'tl:1\tetion to the pcrsoru:.J. epp(,r.rar,co oi: l!ysolo.o 

in the poem: owtrdnly not a 'oru1e r,:..:or.;aoo-:·noe' [�isrsn, 1)65, 

p.. 1.9]: 8iD�"!l llli!;1;1es tho point that the e;pJ.so.io is rolovant not 

just \ieoo .. mo thm.'11 ic u oont:i. .. uot v.d. th ttygc1, but � 1>o.rw.lul bewoon 

.rtnwlnc o.nd 01':'u; t!lo p0$Daf.tJ oo a r.h�lo belSins ,,.i. th 1...ygt:,loo, 

hJ)ut9l':>,f c.tn;Lpe; 19;'!5; LJnd t:Jil.UD r:.l:th tho pnneeyrl.o o:f' Of'i'a, �o. 

p1"1.;.t,'P; (1954b .. 1962), i.noae pruioo olosou tho f.!�.

FI'L'? :!A"'lI!I, 1�63 ... 203$: Bi.:.'O�'it}T.Ji''a !!.::cz.·,�101;, HIS. EYI'OR'l, I. 

t'$O,i:ni;1u:J �A\.\ ... r�om�. In tlt<l introJ.uotory riuo.nne;e J.e30�•.l.bin::; the 

Ul�lvo.l Md. roc�tion at l�(iiclao•a holl, �tr.,,olr.o in aeon oe � 

f1"'u.on:,,,P.coc!I: l!J68f.l.: the f'oud vri th the 0�1ectos io :'lor.m to beco1.-10 

tho dDmin.mtt ther:m in 1;n..-, po�. But for tho �O."'.lcnt .t the i'Ulinc 

oo 1aopt 1� th� un:i.on o£ a;.Jtr, iTlQ '¥.la 1)78� tho cnpl1uSi,$ on this 

thc::io i� the oxpl:l.llGtion for IlygclciCl • !l speech Ylhich ovo:.ns to 

oont1·o.dict li!1c3 202 f ,.: onoo tlO!�, nur1'£Ltive coI11Jfatm1oy :i.:. 

rm01�.t1•:1c,=,.i t.o thomu.tio <lov�lo1)lll0Hta 

Io � t?OtiCvG.l'C 
onrh-w.Yltt.rul'l sea.c, &ido oe trw'K>dO 
lt;ofon ;.1ail.1ea lJ92b • 4a,. 

Tllc SUl. .. l'ie.ient ddcncu for thi� !)J'OOCZC iti t iJhct ;l.t io ,'10 :-.orcl.y 

p1�UG!l1ttio tactio, 1>ut is '!'loo;:tcd. for tho po=•a st1.1�:i.t1,CY: �or thin 

1 . ...::a, O:t' t'i•iondnhip imd.. i�1 oon·trr-..a t • t'cuda ba�'!Cn !"Ulox.-s I in 

dovol.oped at l� in BoowtilJ"' o Return. The pn>OC:-JS becomes 
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clc,,,:c i'.2 �',c.;:i·,,mll's i�u-te:L:Linc of h:i.::.i ncl,icv,:, •<:n;;s. His fight 

\'ii �h G•r(mdc:L is seen u:; a �'Y:i2. for· C:rend.cl' s crime::. agninfi t 

the DD..ilC[;, 1:Jtt 0. 1\:v,:nce if _;_eh reflect;:. on G-reIJ.dcl' s ':m,d,;ion t: 

-ic 1-,,.,t n,·,11 �'""'"""""C ,., """ t··..., ,,,. bg..,..t.fN ., t 

Svz::.. bcrJ:J.pa.�:1 L �:c J J:;orn.:--.e \��x·cI10r:lcr.� .::u:1.f:n. 
·•,;·i... .-.,.,, � ' c.,· 't '·l .. , f;.,o,· , .. L.(· o�. ,,1 corv�.a �-n �t ... e,. ; , .1e, 
se:� y)c .1..(\!'.::��;ufJ t Jut)J..' i.'!..0 la.�r1t1 CJ'-.rlnes
:i.'tLCnt:i ·1,ii'ong1m. [ 2005b - 2009e.] 

In Deowu.li"::; recount, only the r.w11oc-t�:.: of' his experiences 

relcv.:::aL to the or.:;:,c:;-t str{;0 in tho ·t;hcntitic clovclopuont of' the 

nocl>J .,�,,..-, ·,y"C �-,·,•.·i �-,,7 ,,-1- r, c1 ';',ul-f'r.••,r. ! ;l.._.,,, .,r•·· ·:-[,,-.·,bn7 .(.> •. 1.1 ""''"'I"'C'····l: ,,, f..-'.·J.\..� .,;i,..,..,,,�,<:·•-..-\.t_i..,,.�\.-..,_\4.__,.,,"'-'.t ,f -1.,.1(.;.: .. ' V.I..L-� \.)' J..-J..VrJ.,\·� u.,J..�1,.4_}J., ,,.,.L,11 

but we n.r:� toJ.:: tlw.t Hro]:>gm:- gav<-} Dco;,mlf � pl..:;.ce 1710 lll.§ �:£::.ll'�B 

lLll:i.":Jb 2013e; �,.na •;·reciJ.J>eov,, friol.1-3ibb foloa., 2017r.i, is descr-.Lbed 

·1. r c•·J ,�-·1.·1 ,,., .• tc·,�·,::• 1'·0 ;-,;-,o ''''''"('"'+'.,�-·, !)1/\ ,·}·,"• ... Y''l'L "'"'"'1 1.0 0''" ·ln tl10 £'.;i.t,t�-i �..1 ..... .,,�·-· -•---'"""'.... � ...• /� " ,,.,_v .il .• ,., ....... ...,...,.1.J.v .. "w..- .\,. ... ... J.J. c, ... �".J.. ·'- ,.._ 

(19130h .. Z'.i3li): th..i.;.1 prc,)u.reo natur-,:J.ly :£'or ·clH.1 �c.;'rcs.war-u inset:

nn in:oJet :nccii'.i-crJ.lJ c.-:incc::.:'rw(i ·;,r:L th i'euds between nattons: 1-IroJ>ge.r

tJ:u,·iks

put he mi(l ])Y· ·,:lfe r.i;.:;l-fwhuo. cl.;:.d 
smooa gesotte .::.?028 - 9 

'l'ho fi t.l ent'!.s vii th :tJ.,:1ts ti:"r,t its foe;r1c of :trlc:ndahi.? and generosity 

is r;oinc; to 'i� rev-er3<Xl. '.('he chcmc;e of' tt.cme is actuolly e:f'f'ectecl 

by the tocbr1Luc r:w.rcad,y UBcc1 i:, liroJ;c;ur' s sermon {XXV, 1740 J.

There the 'i.':i. tt en do,l with n. X'i ve-line ins et ( 17 35 - 9) mcpand.L.1,,. 
-- '"O 

a :r:cevioun ;:; ttc t0:,:c,1t ah out th: i'ortunate k:tng, 

p-::Jt ho his self a ne mrf.lg 
:,� )1'1 lr!.:1 l.L.1�3�\/"Cti•UJl C/:�t"iG !,j;cJ-1t�llCCf:Xl (17 33 .. l1i-); 

..,, J!'or the importance of' this ptlli,:mse in the poem's clevelopment, 
see 11 Conclu�:i.ons!I r,p. 85 - 7. 
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1·•-u:t'ur·ri;cf; t,o the displc,,s1ll'G of' the Hoo.rob 

(:-:05;�) 11 Je;c.H;r.l1:ma the r;tml":l ·,KH'n by the 1Jo.n:i.ah .or (2036 • 7): 

t�nd. the eh: ,nc;c ()CCU:rt'> in n svtl.i't vmr{1-::,iotu1 .. e oi' the 

reu!l,1 tho E(;i,,O:j;Jobi.-u."l:la hnd, ex,>(,:donc-t)d, 
<. -..,, ' 

.en h:t.0 dam m,inun:t\ii"i 1,rc?.,Llz.n 1:10nton (2038) 

�·r•.::Tt [.: ::t::0:; } ( ::::0 3�) ... �lll}��) � 

'};fi(.:;"jU l.t (;�:,� ;11 

·.:X:JlOU.�.1, . .- ,:; 'ij

j-1�-:::ie�.= 

() ,t fill 
fj r '1·') z:~, J.) ',(' .. ',,..✓�' - "i .. 

t;'f ,(J �4'P.Jl� �::J 0-..:_· �•lO.l'\Cl(Jl' 2 

·�·: -�:le: ,:) 
,J"- ti1\s

:.c:!J:�1;er 00:1..r .. . , 

;2:x.;5 pi•u-:.1.()m:inatFa 0nd 

-rr.it -.1 t.:;2 tt�l
u:n onhx-r�n woor6�,a 2065 • 61 

'f, L€\ �)X'f:. 1r·.t ;, CiYo.r :frl.ond.sh.-tp (2067 • !Ja). 

.t'J.tht w:L -th '�l"f:ni.d., :w('�v-f ottsl;v zo-c::n in -'.1 nupc1·•rui:tural 

llrtrt ( Gt;:; .. (�·7(}) i.n 1��·.1\v r1.tlri.l.rn5..1r.�t:1)(I tc) tl1e ·tl\f.£t-:, oft fcu<lirii:: 

it hecomns r, :: .. ,17?•:. (\;:'(;�,:h;,l, o c1..,.,,r,:t,u,'.J oi,,, to.lk. 

tnlc rr.t tih hir, 'Glof' 2:')f1�j'b .... :iO)lB, in W:i.cll he vi'iMes to tMk0 

nw�y ?,o ),m12 t"-� ·.:>::� ,1:P m"1J('t Vi o 0 ( :?.J:tJ.n.) �i_:5 fjt')f,Jl fU3 

�:.t1i\l1,: .1'1G ia ,,ri fl r1t·r ii�� +Ji his Bl"'5Ht"'.'/, r-.r\;J_ ttc issuo in no l.-:;>nger 

one h on ti;i;; tor·(>;s �1:, 1 Lr�rt r,v-Hl /1.:,rJ<".: :r.,;;,:-J ,. :Ia:rtho1�, :t t is the 

l1ot.?!J1:t,'r' oi� r,:·;t�!-�)��r:J ./}:·_ �ell ic. <�.\.1r1Ct�:l�'1C·J: 

�¼rt th,;; bat t:i..o,,;, : 

l 

(tf.! 

r, 'G' ·1 f;:�)\._)l; 1;1 _;· • .LI.. --

·'"),'1'f'1 - 6,.f.,..•.� ..... 

.:�r· p:i.•e.�on.i1J,:tcs :rvo-r the ao{m�;, in a. Wff$ 

ltti h.-t,til xiot i�l th�, :)tl.;:}Vi(>UZ ttC�.;-:JtAE\t • .�\rt:-:;l" tl:0 t-c:l vi ,g, he 

tolle :lf his youth: 



r.;<Jt:1e·L e,u\)-;'t.tt�;t�. �t:-c:.1c·u ...... � i:.:)vrIJ.r-�st 
lttJ.,(7.0.-r� t1'1'fJY1C\-'; t�.1-·�;i_;::::1.rt i·:�::rie r;(;�J.1-1. 
J:.!or.iTte 1i ,n �rJ ... r1 t1·�1.x:1 . (�rod. ·;1,·�:,:r·�·1 r(�.rrn.Ln1:t<,. ?'.)12, - i.-

.'',. "{<'< }•,,�,,. " .;,.,; •�, ] •-, .. �. '"}~,.- 8"-.;i ,me.-. -'"'"@.a.."'(' ,,,,,. ,;t:l� , , .. ,,,.,� ., v . .t.,,c·,Ulu .1.' .. ,,, ,, i... ,.., • ..., ..,,....,...,,.. "'� "'"" -·- u.-
J ' _____ ............,., .... ,.,._....,..� • ..,." " 

2n.1,.1? • :i."'i:.1:ienl1,1i:cinc: t,:-�t1 ,n·,,,v:Jons t-::Lor:i.<.m of the n.r.d;:1.on. 'l!hto ·t;oi_ ",;:s 11 

whlDh ;:1�:,;y '':,e oo,1trt-L:�·tt, .. L t•J (� 'JUo,:�ns, who 1 cw/ to ::ntur,, a tr,.>i1i ty, 

i;J t') Y'\�nu1." �11;��:ri tx:d r:;_:.:i.n to tl:HJ �ncl of tnc KH:.xa: :1.-t i.a (1tJ.c more

ind;i.ca.tJ.m:i. oi' tLe crn.,1.u.P.1 1'i1-t;;ib¥rl.n.ti..'1eo ol' tb;,, •mesmuine 1 Vb.luc-10 

o1' iiLI.', i'oi.ii'ia ::.r1.l i��:.(;r ... tx-·:tt;t.tl oln;1JJ.os ..; ·,·� .... ., th.e fl0$l;l • An:1ther ru.iDJ.1 

1)ttt ir�1.:.\Y��,�·t.:t .. if
<J in.t.lo :tir)n i�i th.��:t t}ie t'!i'tt) sl{�in rot.:·!::.n.�:1"�;, ?.iot1tl�ioio

(?076 .,. 80) and Af:soli.e1-e (��012 i'.) ret-:dn their.• itrpo! .. �r,1100 in. the;

rc:-toJ.li,·:p;: :-'le,-,wtu.i' :i•eu,:xib,c_;t•:} t!:w, i'a..otn l'i.ilt1va:r1t to h:h 1,:>rc1, ��nd

µ1-�)::1:m-L:, th .. � .fir-;bt ua a i'i ttinf; .t·cv.:.-,nfr.e on. t\10 race o:t' mo113tera.

}}1,1t t�:vc> ��nee of Gr(�n.J.tJ1 .ts :no lo(ie:01� 1.�J.1(J• r:::.c;e ot� Gr�li1: u:nrt tllcro

:ts r1n li:1 ·it (J.l.°f t.he 8U:!:f)J?r1.n,t,.1r•r�.1 in -:�;_·:t: ?MDH w<i. th whio.h

h�, ·h,;l"it/fJ.tlr-� t:.rc;td.( ... �L • �1 lllO�tJ·if.:1"4 
._ 

r,�': )'�:''}' .,. ---'-, ?1}):· .. 2��2�) ..

clui :',,½�i:2'. :,��::.r ffll...( ., "'itt -\ < ' 
-�•' ..;,., •I,,,,, ;1,.,.: •· - ,-,....,..,,...,•1 L·>• '"°•1i.1.t.) �li. ..... -, .... S t�, 'U·1!J, ,.,�} '1 =,,',( .L ... �,.-.�,,..,11;::. ,.,;�""4· .. J, �

t1:•i1.,t~-l'�.<h :!J� .1�1.->:rt::-J .. ;�(:�·.·, t�:) L.\2 'J..��:�t ,g:�e�.}r;t t1�1�:�1 :,\� ·k.l:.1f) 9 in four 

movc.�_!�ff1.t 1�; �\!�1.�cl� °t';;�i1:.:J1GU ,f.-... ·� =� C(;tt�:r(Li:t \�i::i.T;;!.; {j(�\·:-J1 0t·.b.1.:.i\: ,I.o, ... -41•·-.-� 

(?J.l;lt· - ?..J .. �jl) 01i'..J.��.x.{.�-g, r(::r);i;;il.J.�t tJI $.1.0f�'.)U·-..t 

f\ :'3Jlc:��t1 t;.�."L'l i'i:t\'i���.!.ti·)!l of 1��1 . .-vm.1t�i -t�) ,:_yf::t::ltic� 

(�rf) ; is o.:oc.11 :0t OG 
1:ts.Gn (,;(.l 1:J�1t:; io l.yt l1(if\o 

1f fiL, siJ with 
--

f.tefJ ... 2od.•1::lt½::;x.�. J t�c�2r,o i \tf\>212�.c. \..j�c ! 



.. -7�5 � 

.i � ..... 

£�iVc1.-: .. r: tL.u fit�ta io ,�lr���ir::t!;:ed� r 

{ n52 - 2170) TJ:w action o£ 

cJ.vttt1 gt•o 1 t sol.e.,:nity. 

'i1'hcmnt:tovl1:r • i'-t mqw0�;to3 the Ly,re bot'.�con r .yri.-J.i1.0 and his 

e.'t' 0 id.it� 2.111. 

Lri h·�foro, G !)Ot 0'1c of ro;:ctc1.) r:n,l f't"ic;: • .rl �h:Lr, i�, oli:;i a by introdu-

c.i. ,-� tte �-.':.:.i.�uitrr:, · : til:o i'�.itr�l ri::'�{! i=ih.i-ch �de,.: W cavo r1 

ir..\ -�,.l .. {��)1·:nt�d, tr) ·d. 101· 7? ... 
\.(.'.._,; f--" 6).

·-� 
�4.,y .. �Of��-".Jl_!!l��;�J&\ �{OU��, ( 2177 - 2J.t:.) J: fi iniet., 

•k.:r.c1'1.b:L 'r\fr:)·,-m1:f' 1 ::; nrcr,1: ;:t; Yi'n'th : :1,iJ_ p:::�:.;t w�.m1;,mns, has pua
C 

, !,�,----�� ·_•,1'1 J� 4 ,•·,� 't",. , " � · n"t-.3:,.. !'1••,i.t'\ ,, �-�(\ .., 
.L\- i\ -" or.,.,,-1.,.,,, u:.•.··"'·•,l• .... , \J-:'l,1,JOtt! rcri.,..;·.11.a l .,......,, 9 ,.. r.).,1J 1,.,ie epJ. 

"Jt:t -i��.::-t'!Ott"l.t•:-_):'4�\:-t r;o·.��_i·�,Cll01.tf, itY, t/tG O_f�O 
,_;;f a r:.011:iog oi' !llltioi1:ii,.tio.mi, .lll hix,tii� 
.,,,f• ,,. i''l'"·u·- ;i,1 "'1'".i.·c.r i· ,., "'"'n"'""'" ,.,+ �,.,, .,,,....,,.5,.n• {.·•-' .,., _ �� \-�..;i,½tl'�... .,, �,.1-.,.-J.,-,..uv \,._.,, .,,";!•�"fi.•"-Jl-..,\il 

,.,.,-,.,, ,.,,,,-,• •;><, ·.,.,,,., f 'I,..,.,,,�~••. " 
@. l . ···• "

-�,iJr,; ,.-�..'i&."t •n�
(...

)""W,, ... ..,..� __ ; .. ""-''--'" t 

lmnjJW."' hv.s t:l ::;,o fa, ticef.l the: it,,pllci t co:;-rtro.Gt II011cmod

Q.�,.:1 ;::.,.·o··,.,lf' ti·1 ti,,,,..,. . ..,.,.,...,.,...,.",.. ''·L ·,:,,-,, ;'\',,. ,.1.J,.,-lcn "J' �,,""'tc,1.•r. 21•. n· n,nz 
VA•\A. .� • .l-v �-fl�10- • • :.i. �v , .... J - �.,;;� • ... � .Irr--""'· �.._ ... _.. t...1� v...J-6...w k ��N "-'•(.:J- J • '-4,V J

[l)'..\), 5l - :?) which 01.'C fom 

11 n. ltl.Wt link bctweon th,;. fii·at pnrt of 
P,oowulf.'t li'\::, l·d.o ni1veflt).tl'o;1 ill De::n,.1·:.rk ,.
:c.'il:t his �rwe�:r aa a kint;.11

Hut the 1\E>f.!\ \'.� !f'-au�. patlso.se only i'nl.1$ neat1y in.t•� place as M 

inte;;:c•l:J. part of: t.hi.s tra,·i:,d.tl.:)tH'U f.!..�• which 1·Jtl.&11oes it with 

aectio:n �D' hol,Jr./: wo 1 .. tr,e cJ,·)v�� tho s·,,ecti.'1,:; ?l'J'i:-::mt .•:,�" ·the citt. 

civi: g i,; 1iy,,.:lac•s h::,11 1 t:·-, r,.u·1:r7(J;l Ht�:,w1.1.lf''s l:iJ'o fW a wholf.l, 

f2.�lla youth to oL:t Uf."C• 



c� 
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::l)Cl - ?l'.) J: J:co':, ·the pant we swine to

the present nr.;,d...'1, with il:yc�;l.·\o's ln'.:lt c'.ift-c:-tv:L1g to BoOi'rulf as 

ii lancllcss retainer, r�nd tho mo;.u:mt in wh:tch Beowulf' receives 

rcsponsibili ty over his own bold o,i.;l,_ __ bi•ogo-3-tpl 21;)6: Beowulf, 

having :,_n."'Ovo,l h:i.s e:-::cellenoe in war ,.Td gerwrous loyalty as ret1dner, 

bc:co.·,cs a po :eri'uJ.. I'lt.ler within tho G-c11tiGh :,,_,J;:�on. 

1). 2?00 - 2?20; 'i'l11.; £:J.��� which 

ht.\s nlre ·dy S\'ii.IDG into thf: past, is oompl�tc:d with lt bal:m.cing 

movoinr,,::,t ii/vJ tho /utm.-c � ·, / :ilc the ·themes 01· loy:.d.ty r- kLrnhip 

r.cnJ. [./>::.c,:mnity in. 1/\ 1 :::-.nd •c• nro co,:LrnateJ to the violo"c.,t decths 

, , ·, r.• ·1,, 1- - r, · '<·· ···, £'"'• 1-,t:, · ".,-- -- '·)·· ,. , ·· "·,-.� • ·"' , ·1 t the G, . .  d._ '-�,-.C, �·-:.'''·1.·- ... 1 t,C)Sfl /V•J'I ,1.1liJ. !.l,., ,30;). ,L.d.l'.(!,..Ol.J l'. ·• 

h,, ., •. .,-. th-• c•.,·t-·· l,·,··o·) ')')-�
.,.

) :) t ,· ,·,.,,, .. .,_. ___ .,, .. • .. ,,., ..-.4·•u1 ,,.nu> 0.:. ·'- .1\-,C(t_;;» \�c: l. - c.<'.·Jt) ., .,u :J0Ih,.,.,,l,, vl!ll J;lQ.,i, ['O,-,C,._ .• , 

contr,1n-t o:i.' tl:wt1e :L(l ti,c i'i".;� ir, that �;etwncn the i':ir.st lll"ld laat 

movements, 1 /i.' ::,:r l(l • ;) • • • J.' i'ormcd the c;lorious n:Ctcr,,,a th o:f' 

h:i.s {;l'cat ·?},,; n:� chanpion-thLu1e; 'D' nm·, closes rr:1.th n d.cscr-i·otion 

of tllo tho1't - ho:r•·r.•ifyinp; tn 1 ts tri vi,.J.J. ty - wl., !.eh lGc.ds to h:Ls 

i'atol i'icht with t.hc Qro.1�on. Hro})c;nr' s genorosity :Ls contrasted 

'-""; .,_1,- -1..J • -, ,.,,, -, ·, ,; •. , .... · ·· --· • '"•· ·. - .. i �··, " l • - r-, ..... ··· .. ,- t" tl,. ..... 1, ! l,,,.1,(, el-. 0,�/--0. dJ'. C:,t/).t!, 1,,;.C t, .... cn.!.,)U,, C 1Ml)J.Oi1 _,1;.;0.-JU.L. ,,J. "' ,1!.0 

co,,nrclly thief; 1.c-.tLL "fleovru.1f • s wor,ls 
?'. • 1 ' • - • 

11 ua l.C _pe, 0001ncy111,1.1;t or:i. 1z.an vr:f e, 
. ef.!.-L,1!1 r;c�r�:r.� 111 

t=:.J;->c 1:1oc}:e6. 1):,r 

� ' · f+'-. .-, ; .,.,,.. ·,] h-,t ,, :-.. h-" • · .. )nc .H.. '- "' "·· r � ,., :o.. r•·, ..,yLJ<.Jf't.. 1 -J-�m�1-u 
' , • ·1 l ' 1 .1 , _pcnn ue ,f ;,__:_.;p 1 .. ,c 1cayr \ cu. VIUJ.'uO)

}',:of\!S or-.Ji"tc; · J:--�t s , oi"> '. ( o"'lfnncl) 
bu-i'olc 't,eornri, p,:r';; he gebolgen w:us. ( 2217 - 20). 
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'.T
ri:":.' Xn�.GI; ?·;21 ?JlJ .•

_: �.. Tl1n ............. � ,. 
-·-·-----

��;;:;2J.. ..... 2.2 50: '.!.�·,:i.s !)r�.,,�.mr;rc: plnces the .p;tcia na:thy,xJ,.,g_

2215 i'irc::Cf.y in the dondnunt f:ot:,tt<':�r'D ot• :f'eud.:i.":.:iij: in tiyinc; to 

1'1...'concUe M.'itSoH' Wi. th hi,; oym lo.1.'cl., l•G in• ·l:1ts c.bout tLc i'at,.,,1 

i'cU�L '.)Qt,.-,.:K.\1 hLl !_J(��>":)lO rind tho drt:.[;Occ. 

. _;" J.'1.-,:> __ ----· t.n: the hoard '.2'�3J- - :�;270n:. .,,-.... ...-. .... _____ _ 
:Li1c t:�cn:-1-1.D�, , �J.:.10, 

i::1 nfifJir.d .. l.'.:�te,.7� to tl'1:t�s ,Jr:..ttter:r1. ,�ft -J.�3, "lr--,Zestr99n, ;?;�)?b, t�r\ct 

its h-:i .. ni:oJ. .. ;y Lx�-;_:!r\:; u.s O!l o.. {·;I"cltt e:l.1Y,t(l.: r. SllCtY'.) intf1 �f-1.; })J:�st.

�1?lt;.·; J .. ,t),;::'c ,.1,n.:1.♦1r.i vor v1l-J.o ��r!J_:r�_Lcs it, l1:l1�{�)el,r 1:.�!D.crrt;:.1 tI.1 �) <:'.:Dd oi� o.,

r1�.fb1.-.:; .1r-�·�;),o t: hi�J ·�r:i�,;i:r�1 Is o ... H,') tJi,' i11�-;v;i_·f;t/l.,<t0 ;·i_;_st:Gt,�:r- 'b:i.:·vl1[-)1t 

t::li·:J11t i.J�l :� �<..:u(tn: 

[',:=1..a _,r(::_-JT•J-1 

'.le·:.10-2-·\/· .·,:�L:1 1-�t.-..._i .. c: . .._; 
G}/'U1H . .f1!)l\.i .:'} •'"=.t:�(::J1;}cd . .-

G� ,D:r"; .:'- :o 1.., .. �-x�:�! .. 
1.r:1 �::rl>t

_.
:, ���/Ct':_) - f·'2L;( :� �5�'11.0 d.J:'t\t·:(J"tl tf..1�-�i') l�--� v.r--1·;_·ttruD1

•-----.. -

!.;:Q£t �:��:-�77: 1::..I .1.d. !d.� n.�-,:,1 .. ,:.0 e t:t�)i1 i..·�ri .. tk1 t}1f: -' :,):LJ :i.:, "S'\i)h;:,r;i ,;ed 

h;y-· -'""f. ::····�ort.·>. e ·p}})'.\t�t:r�.

C, h rL'l�·:) 1 i_().1 C-

'' 
':lP.::rG- u.�-• tt 1_ \,"._::�:-• '!:.!:J.1."'f

?,?7C, 

"'.:S'.'() '.i:: ,.!:":! ), . 

�..-.t----..�... . .. 

ho1·.-I oi 2275 -

:--ttur::: .[� l·t•,)-rJ \}�C !:b.:r.'Gc l'n1�·1Jred 

11 �J tn • 4:·r -�-. ;.,;,·.: \:� (.:u-:-:, - :Lr•o ::Lc:illy, 

- -e-�.T:2 .. ?::-:;j!2 'I; ?,T.o;n��n 1_��,-�_-·J.�'.�21 t1:c�·c is rt v:Lctoi�J' t·o:r

the �.:.1.ln�:1 .. 1;;: t: ,�·: t1-r1-cd:"' ·Lr� ?n·r.L l.'!'lt.�JJ., t1)(; hoc�rd. r·n11t:(·1l;}:cCi, tl1e thie:f' s

J.o:�c1 is f:1'!-'i_-�-:1 'tJ1.(� 1�t,·1 g.-}·; 1�c�t . .,... D<.;�::1.n, !lLt'.i:'i.\(_.t:L ·v-,.-: cons:lstcn.cy i�;. 

c.u11nrd:l·-·;n.t(�J_ to t��-�.:;no .. tic (l.c:vc1�J}_)1:ir;;t.'t, ··eoa,u::.J{:: 

•'rJ TI. '!)•••.') = '""'•\'' . . . ' •:)'")::
-:-
:·? .,�·,,-1·. t J .. ".,-"' ,-::-.... r:·.;y·.r ,.-:o �--,.�· .. _ .. , L,. _}_Q_.:.._:X..:;:· .. ..'.·.�::. .. .:;� rovcnbe, .. ,,._,, - ,,j."J .• .I - LJ...C .,�,.-,,_,,J.1 '·' rul,e :.LS

no 1.-r [;i 11en ercu tcl:' •3.Jn:Jb.rtsi o: 



yn se Wj,'l'"'l!1 mmo c, wroh t m..Ja ceni wail 22D7.

Hi-; i--:<.r;e is descr:l1iec. in r� eumuleti v.:.:: po.ssa:.;e, in suc0e:ssi vc 

stat:os: --..... ,_ ... --=-� ;�;;_�:) 5o; l!Q_1•d-t1oo.rcl onb� 2.302h; 

2j0Ji,: and, the � ends Vii th a fine sum-

rrto.,:;,-�i zi�1�:: SC!1 toricc ! 

\k':JS se ±'rumo. ege;,,1lic 
L..:odur:1 (Jfl lnnd.e, $WU h:i.'(; lu.usi:'e WGl�'o 
on hyrD. syuc-r;:Ll'n:.., sa:re goomlod �:J.)'.Jb - 11. 

��/.['{';} >)�\III, 2312 - )0. ·211� .. � i.I:(1\\-}0�;•:3 :\(.:�L�{\.Gl:�: 1:·:;();'iUL1:•�; 1ii�)'].\)ltY. 

£11<1., 'J.'!lgnoo: The :Cirnt ho.li' of this consists of'

-Cour par1.,,1-:;ru .. Di.w i'o:rmlng D. pax•rJ..1el )}n.ttern: 2312 - 23, 'the

Drc-zio:n' r:, 0,t"i_;:,<",k'; 2.3�:i,- - 23j2, 'Deovm1i' • s 1.•eo.otion'; 2333 - 2344 

trf'h(: f'gt(: nf t>o two ar'lver::H�::tcs'; OJlil 231�,5 -- 2.3;)4;.i, 'Deowulf' s 

j_ntoxd;ion • • r:�och:tlcalJ.y, -!;lion, this par-1;.;H{;c is -wi�v sir,tllal-- :i.n 

construction ·V> the :flour 1n0mbcr:3 of th,.:: f':1,:-st hull' of )itt II, 

126 - J.l},_3, G-rend(';]. • s attacks on Heorot. This siailru.:•lty ex-bnd.s 

to tLe themes: 1:l(y.,nul:i.'' s o,·;n ,Ld;1•
1

-,1 i:o}, l:lke :ifr.x,rot in tho oar•lier 

J'>0ssoro, :Ls attn.ckcd: 

h.t�; sy1i:'ct1 ha:1, 
i)old.n seleG t, bryne-•,ry.l;:1un ::1uc..L t
f?.i'-sto1 Genta. 2325h - 7a. 

1,1;�,� J J:;;-., };r,ar � 13cowu1t' 1n g:deV-o;d c:z.-- __ , .�I..� 2352a, o.nd 

r-.  �.-... �-, J, i� :" +t· J . l p:: 1"'1 . ,..·:' 
c, :�-: t, .,�-1 - �, • t"• ., "\.,�... ,:i '.\.. ( r• ?�)Cl 2 z2� �) , .'c;'•J,, , _  G .. -0 mJ ,,.! •. l 0.1. \'r,)LL ,_, (t..,.__,,l . .  Of!.�,_ire J.,, l., ..... ro,~UC(�,t "L.J�/ - J,.;.LU •

Tint t!-.e:: d:b'i'cr�nceo OX\, n:i.['.:':.1L;:'icc-c1t: here we have; no Sf',crifioing to 

.; •➔ ,_·, .., 1 1t· ,. . -, .. 7 ,, .. , •. ,,, t·· ,,,., l ...... , , .e .• ·, • '-< •o•·· lf' 1 k()th 14"'"'•I-'--'-"·�..,, Qt ,J,,r.t.Q,/ .,.C.,-•. cJ.!,� d r,,.�_)._Ut.,,:,; ,_tCvJ.O:l. �,<-, JU ... ,- _s i.:� t"-+°Q 

and c:"ampim1: hi::, fortitudo oorrrp1cments entl strengthens his
=.

':"..:: 
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Beowulf' now (23J+5 3(1•) makes tha i\1.tnl. deois:im1 to do.re 

the drac;on without n �h��• A2. the word ot'erhol?i2!hh 2345a, 

D.Ud. �w .. ,,·.:�"""' "-«> ,...,. H .... �v w:·de, 23lr8, i11c.ti.Ot"J.te, 

this is a ti�agio decision akin to tho,t oi' Byrhtnoo in YA+_� 89 aqi 

that tho poet intends the trtigio ir�plicationa of' the passage ia 

i.nd.icu.tcd by the preceding paragraph ( 2333 - 234J+) whore Ilcowulf'' s

rev,.,ngo and. his death are i'orctolrl. This sug{;estt, that the A.1glo-

Sa.xo:::1s D.Cocpted PJlc1 a.1mr)st approved of this g,j'o,EllO�l in their 

'tx·agic' heroes - that in0.eed o. is a con.ventionv..1 wa.,_y of 

intr3cluci:1r; th<) doat,h 01� a great hero, without denyi11g their 

l>yrhtnou is pr0sontod:, except fen· li:1c d}, HS ·the

1wrf'oct lcau.cr in his lii\� and death: tu1J. Beowulf's fatal a.eoision 

J. • .,, �1,)rl ·f•o·1·1 0"/";i "t•,-,., C, ·1 0�·11" T)""'"""'"' (2 21,·_1"0 •>39-01 J,,;.,+"·1.r>irin£f' it a.> • • • - • . .\.. ¥ "\..JU. .1i.,• .;.i. --1,.. 
1

• u J:· t..'-&...1�.1�tY-" _ :_,;t.r. - C.. J v1,,__. '-'� .. .J..i/- t) • 

I Zecl that a :,hfi.:c:p tli.:':i.'cruntintion. mu.e:;t be nv:1.clc botwo<:.m -- -···=

in ,t hGr',Jic i':l:J.U'a lib? Byrhtnou aml Bcowul.i' a1d. that perversion 

oi' 1dodo::1 seen L-1 the self-centred pricle of ) . .Jo.bochodonossor in 

:o�ei . .. "

;ro he ro i'remecle 
nc in of'crh,ygd.0 mr:hw:::i:J lifcle 106h - 7 

or in the Qfor��- o:r Hropr;ar•s :'Jermon 174IJ, vlhioh leads 

to covetousness - cztoe.o Q'Olll=1:i.Y'die 1711::;a - tmcl lack o:C concern 

:f'or hi� �,)cO�):J..e. }1eowu1f'' s ccnerosi ty is contlnuoJJ.y stressed, 

n.s i.s the love of his POO!Jle :f'or h:im. 

Therefore, the rest of' the c-.ill1_phn,s:l. ;�ea tho:t, as fe;r 

as human inoir;ht could go, h..is decision Wl.lS ri�:ht: he had survived 

Hygelao t s lant fatcl battle (23541:> - 2368); his lack of pride and 
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votou:mesa is hlBdc cle,.r by hio trc,�t,ac.. ·i.. of' Uoardrcd (2.36 

25790.) : ond ,.-.110n 1.1.nother feud oausoa the doe.th oi' Hoard.l-ed., 

covrulf cuococ::ls to tho thro 10 ( '2.379b - 2390),. I1. io to be 

ot•Jd that thczo o_piaodos, the first 

the 5";·io . .ioh..J}eo.t'ish wnrs, all full into the po.ttorn l)f 'f'a.t 

ln the Dragon feud, Dcovrulf i� by no mc�.no rospoUBiblo 

e; either the Swedish ox· tho li'riainn \'IC\.1"3: but he is 

:.lW1>Y3 J.'O!JtOnaiblo ra.s.� avortl,l(; disMtoi� ancl i(;tlOOLi.ey !'l'OrJ t}-,1,a 

,i.:ts. l!'i ttine,ly, h�v-lng :Ju.CJ.' iciontly cmplv\Si�ed both th 

-·--- H--d.9.£!. of B�-:>;·illl.f, t'L!....: f::,;nt t�lun(�;�� ·t;};_(;t;r�"'; p1•cl.�i.�ili1H·.':.l�_f ('.;.�1/ltUf_j 

.i �J_�: 1:-.: �;�,. :,.r �J ,., . .f.tt� :i --� .. r.;;'?.�:l __ z.



8? -

... ,-.,,--\':r:) ( '"') "1,-··r·1: .,,-, ·•r•p ···,r t,}t·, t 1! l .::• l. -� : } ...... .1. ·; .\ � ·.L, 'JJ�Cf.i1T7.J' ,:\"=-rD ;:iTVJ.r{}.t�1l' •

��·�n�lP ({�) ?2-:;:· ;) ·:<·�,</:CI {�.�·-:_�!>:], 'IslJjtti.1T;./ ��;; if{G-=,;LJ�G' •

'l'HJ,.1 i_.�CT!Q .. , •

1I\�L -�_-,::x:c, •:·J·. )J,iU.Ll.7 ·t(;tl .(\.UD OL,J' .. 

l·,; '')l1"U (}1)· · .t, 1 .• u .. : v�:.c.t:� :; '�_:,:··:'TI _}:-,�·---�II�:., I :e .')j� ;'""( fc_'._\.l� ,i'!iJ l.m . ./1.::i;;};: .,.0',Jll.0IU':.:t' • 

CO!-!CUJS I:)l tl'.!

'i:'!-ic Nt1•t tl':cs,: c,�olus of" li,'.� 1iltiy in. 1.:\,e poem h:is 1men 

p,_.:,r,.;.·'..JC;t.-.�d:1.y r:1;i.::n1,1,Ler0 !·.ood. 1Jy .�twfonts of DcovmJ,i', o.n,:l so I shnJ.l 

t1s:rct�; ti,C'i't 1:oget>cr to cmr,w,,\Wi ?.O .horr thny :f'nllorr consi::;tently one 

:?1"0�·:. -L}·i; ot} -._-:::J".". ]?01-.. 1:J�ncl·)ct", t1�c •t\,,-,:i 1);tt:.t.j_::1(:;t 'f)n.rtG' of�� 

:"r,-·, 'Jrd.·-,c:'l in n w�ry J.oose :;iu;.-1,;cr r.11t hclrt t,,.,:ethcr only by the 

:::i:.::•':,on n,.' Lb1 )!c_'}'.'O' [:;: . JJ.]. "'.'ol.}:ion (1)_')6, �,. n1) f,[t';f IlcmmJ..f's 

J.1)1.-i.�,: l�:•ent<L trt.l.r· ·f�irF1 nr, 't}1c:- (rnly sc�rlot.t�-; Y/(�VJ��rtj:Jf'l, OX" ttlipe .. rcnt

"/!1�::pJr::'.i(::·n�' :J.r1 1;� ::·;-�)•Ctr.! ,. �?o :_:t:1 .. r;tJll (1�:;G;5, ft• l+:_!) i·'G socr::.s ·t::hat 

ml.'he • :0lctm'n' ren.!ls 11.ke the rnrk c1.t n, 
well-crtu:i.pr,cd fJOct v:ho hu: tc:r,19or· rily 
le!'.. t 1r1 �� i;1s,r.)li .. �.tl0Yl, ll:'16. <lriftn ri11cr1 
he hns :1ot another a.dvontm"e to tell oi' •11

- i:J.most, in fact as if the poet� likt) J.'rollope, had to cot hio
/

daily stin-t written, i:1gpirntion or not� (.An e:Qluna·tion which 

B.J. 'i'ia.:er (1952 :p. 322) h,o_s of cottcsc t:lx•eaC:ly oi'.L'crerl fc.n: the 

. .i'itto.) ?.or;crs (l)�i':, p .. 251) v.lno holds this "L:;.ni; Ghr?n:Lclus 

of' Bnowulf'1
' view: n:J he: n,:es it 

"by no 
1 

of' his task 

110 t :)e (lomJ with the Drne;on. n 

.e 
could 



- 83 -

Crlppleu. 1.>y his prcconco-ptiou, 

t 

idea in whicm 

or acute o1\aerv. 

tion of clottl:l.l ni th i'Ci\.i.11.U'<:t 'to craap th o !JOl;J'ri' s s t-i•,,.toro- reaches 

i to ndc:h t hio view� on tho introo.uot.ion c>f the Drann (p. 251): 

,-;,t 

nut it is oxnct1y tho tr , that hia J11I..,,: ie not 

in tl t>ighli, od 

in the oti,er, where 'onJ.y n kind oJ.' miraoJ.0 1 

nvco :;1oowuli'. [KJ.e.eber, lii] 

•7Tl�e two '.'" __ y,.. 

, 

v!otory h�s be 

.o monater 1 a hand, 

inu.f 1 a :Citdrl; ,•r.i. th C:rondel' s J'loth 

I and xrv: thon, Hrop� 

' .. ho.nd; thio symbol of 

11 ... ,,d (1t:1.'.l)· 1·· , .. ,,.,·:.,,,.,.,A;;t.- � • ., ;J 1. U.� • .,J.,,.L..i.� -•:'i 

· oh .x-ocw•o a.t t.ho e."ld of' XII and at the 

.a 

ber.;irming .and dl (Ii of UII :md .av, tho cb.•cwful a:i.5ht of Orvndcl' s 

hoo.d ia forr�ottorL ra'tc .o 

the svror<l-hil t, lbol of 

mlliko th 

Beowul.£ a.a a lord would 

�1trum f�� l 7'24a, adviainG 0110 

I. £llld Hrop5ar non ourvoys

von to .uc-o 

iu to bccon,., 

.., • 

-�ly 

an old k 

e:l.n,

, 

(oomnoro 

the father-son motif, intro luocd in Y.rl and dovclr.med in up). 



,ri t..l:(:, ··_"l._;t:,:Ln ··r:J :i-_,;_ ·�I r<T lr1�1•J .  co·:·r:::1--.:..,__r:; tc:<t :-h;,.)· .. 1Jl:�11 ·/,:i.tJ1 lie1� .... �rrioJ., 

,;f ,,-, ,)1.'f:'_r"t)-'-t n:-•·',� •:·r,.-,�;-.,.'{11 1 !;r, -;---.'('J)•�(',r·"i, -{•}) 1-,���-,- r -';·
1, t]11J:'lt .,o/f'.:11 ,:,.•,---oc••J'ty,., . .) . .-�J __ ,; \.., ......... ...__f . ,, -•'"-'•�•· �.J�)_,,, �->-• .1,r_,,-., .. J • .,_ V--10 �.-,,1..,,.._,.._ -.}... . .. -...1o l)'_,,n1.;.;.._ /\..I -

,:1 �joJt=L ,, er.; \rl::: r)11 :FJc;r) 1
, 

1.1JJ.' !.'HJ.St :c:.:.t::1:J /�'Zld. cul ti vn.tc. 

1J}l11.c tbcI�lc -J�,.-� ici_�-1.�·.:�;!..�i:) -·!()�·:;.i:·� to�: �<\I� .J1.icb. aJ.D,a C[l.rr·i�1n

L,) .\, t,-, clL.· t·.:�;J_, <-�:.-�.:....�r11 .. : •.)./ i''1':i.c1L t01: 1 :: i)c ��-�t\1011 Jtu tos D...tld G-o.::. ts 

::'i):':·-:;t 5.�"ltJ�') �--1lC· t:1 lr1�nu;> h, ;' :',')c' .,..,... .; T'','')'�t.,,,d. ·in '; {r, . .., 7 1.,,...,.,,,,. s \, �J ' . �;_., ', •)�,, .J.. •.. �_�J�_ .!.. r,_...l. V .,, - •• ,_ •. ·~•j/\:,-1.,, V'I 

·,r:: T�,r_;:"':i'/1.(L�C �\)t' l"L.!:C _t;<'Ji1� (?_\rJ�II). �I1�tc:r1, .:\ot)\TUJ 1:, .retraces

·;;: ... c jo· ,.:: ... � ::-·r .•• r� r:(;·_1\ ,., :.,TLC 't.-110 r·c.d;n.::�a :!..:J d.t1t1c:r�l�Jcc.1, J !1 ·.-;.; 1 ].(_"1}: 

-·. /I·-� 1 ��•J'. :,;�, -�1:"£�::; n11, r_�,.-'J, ;+ :1: 1 .�'.:1tr1 ·:,n )�:-11, 1 I::\:}1 \1i 1:1'J. L)f':Cr1 ond. l1i.o 

1 q_lC(�;l ... f� ,�:);"ei"";; r-:::::10.1-.:�_::r; (r:. !l:'/)) 

n�_L·::·:"'' _, t:�.--, ... --.-"!_;:) '.;1.J..l::�. y,oct
1 
:--�o:r' 8�'�1.(.�0 :C1i'C•:,�-�:J.;y· 

:l,rta1.J."'c:,; t.,o J1.cro:1.c ••• �·r: 

t>..:-, Orf"". p o.rr.J.lol, whct}1cr 1)y : lr�r•c:;_,;,n poet or not, ;-J.crcld.s 

:ru;��·'Jll: !Jti.'., ... 11y �1 :.e l'\ ..
. 
, > a. b&"°'"-'-'J1U�Uf• j0.,), 1./'. "·1«· ... .,, " n. ,. nl'-..:.'"� t-'�;/. :J� UJ. -�,l'lc/J :j.11;QVY •

?�1:L;.1 cl1-�·-1"l' of ;-:;co::::i;;, cirn:L the: \,b;l,..; i t::.c:·. of' Bc-)iVU.1.£'' s jom�ncy 

·t,o ::Je;JJJ lt�,��1,, J.1; ... ;J �Jc:-sr1 tr::1;.c}:i111tly cri t Lc:Lzc(l ·:r;;/ -�;�1 :)}J�i-.;:---_;_:

n�i101' ... �J.ll= co·,rtr�;�st - .C"ticc,_� l..�oo·;·�u.J�: 1 r:;J
tlcr,.tl� .:-)1_·;_, .J,,. Yc�.tb - .it �.IDlJ:�;_·;� 9;./o"urJJl�7 l1f.1Vc 
been better, if we had no jow;,ney:Lnc;. Ii� 
t1"1.G c:1.:�-:--:lc fL'ti.Jri :l�C tlJ(; C·oato.5 l1eA1 l1cci1 
·r.'l··,.ca "C�·1'�,. ','?n •1.1-,olt.."l :1 1,,,�r,,�- ,·•qlf t1-ic-' st·q•""'...,. .... .._., U ..,, _,.,., ' � _... ,.__...,..., 1..""'- '8-(..vV -- -.. \.• v � _ .• ,, 1_ .. (.J'., 

il'.Yt ,lC:1.'J.'U\;;_;;:c, ;JUL ;:,y,:JJolicrJ-ly w.i.(�r;;r., 

l.Iorc plo.inly should we have: percc,ived in
one ,1co·:::Lc :.:.nI t:wir he:.:'O, ull utankincl 
,., ....... , 1:�-�-,,,,,.,,..1

c
''" !I r1·:17,J'.')· "[) 0'12_1..... :..1.;.l,l u,.,; � ----�.J-. '· ' ..... • i. ;,J .... (._J' -- - '

I hold, hom..:Y;;1·, ;;11n.t tlv:.o stt-i'icient rc0)1on ±'or Do�wrulf' 1 s 

:.:;i,J rnno,,r; the Dc.lK;s ,mu his rctur,1 home for h:l.;; f'ic;h-t n.gd.nst the 

l)rn.(�o.n ls 1-t:i:•Jtcd_ uJ� 1�-1 t:}1-L� -v-r·._:··:•�i,) .. J: -:�,uX"'t.�1 ::i.th v:b.ic1·1 Jiyt;;elac is

introrluocJ.. ,;x;c,)pt in th:J l'.,.:Ji:;aJcs r.nd dlgrussio·,1s, vm1•s 'between.

nations c1o not plny a large role in the 1lleorot' part of Becn•rulf_.



n�-
"" u;:,i -

-.:'lw :Ci0ht ·1:i-th 1}1•cnd,c:l is not seen as n :C'eucl - the V'lor,:1 ,o 
-------

i�.: duV--L' use;.� •c:i.t:.c:;;• of ti,0 )ci.ner�• cctio-;-w or 01"' Deovrulf 1 n :f'ight 

with ltla. ':..:'o be tlm'o, ·(;},c wor,l i'whu occurs twice in the :increment-

al pu::;;�iice of' J/itt ll1 

1�:.3u-� lmt tln�t tid.,; i1> ;;:, conventional to:cmula. not rei'crri::,g to 

• ., • •> ,'.l • • ., • � ., ., • t ( 
-I• i tl ] 1)a r.::,;:c:.L:i..:1.c :.:euu. :i.s �,1tn�.,.,eu i:iy ::i. ·s we o.gD.J..'1 · n '1e p .. ur11 

of -\: ,'i\L -� in Ul)n. It is between God. and the brood of' Cain 

'tL.,_t C!L,n:i.ty .l.3 :;:;,:iuoificully se0n us a forn1: 

}-'one cwoulw. e;ewrvrn 
cc, .. : ,:��lto.11, J-c: .. .1 pe he :cbol slnr::;. 

.:o coi\::{Jh heprer"'� :t'u:hoo • no ho hi ,-J f oor :f'or,1r::::o, 
i'iotod for pY mc.nc, mnn-cyrmo _,.rruri. 107b - 110 .. 

•) 

In :i.'aot, Li t:x: heir;ht oi' his retort to Tfo.:f'nr-0: Domm1i' sta.t�s 

that the Janes a1·e 1.mabI.:1 to C[':rr-y on tl:,..:ir fcut"l rii Lh G-rcri.del: 

"0 "'.! ,_, 1 �-l"\,:'I > O'··�·i:, "1"(1 ·1:-"IYl J·V•)t i-1 '\ '1 .. ,,. .• J.l,,"I'! ., ,·") ·, _._ .,J ..... ,«!."I ,., n�. 1,., .. fH.J _, .. 1 .... 1.,.,-"•-, .,,_, .,c: y ... J.,�.t .. v,., .1.., s,u--.,lJ. 
uto:J.o OCL'..""'.1nxi;;,co cower lco3.c 
awi0c 011sitta11, ;1icc - 8c:/l�";_ir1cD,. .5Y5 - 7. 

But whil(.; f'eutli?,0 is i;ipecH'ically ,:1cm.i.crl o:' t\�c J[mcs, it u;p:peD..t'S 

f1--om t:1a ber;irv.iin:-; ns a chnro.ctr:ri�;tio of the vuuliks Goats. 

Beowuli" so..ys that 1.n f'ighti,'[', the sea r.i.o:--:.stcrs ho 

vr;;•:]c ·,:c,.'.c:::·u niu; - ViG0.11 �.hsou.on. 1+23,

in ,::t 1,hrf'.f:-lo t}1.at :m; :{/.:�,; 'co thu.t tlic Geutn lw.(i. sought. out r: f'eud 

with tho mo··storr./;i L: Lis t?:)c0ch in 1''itt VII, at the oulm .. i.n;:,t:Lon . -

Of (".t'OU],) /1) ) F"'0;,, ... .1. 11•·•,l ;-•.1.·· \i-•···ll ,.,c: • .. ; / , ••'•'• j t,,t�,• #,. (.A,•.- {_.I �,,; \;,&,l,.. the chief bond of' unity· between 

Dunes u:d. G-cat�,, tLc i'2.ot th,L-t ho o.s a ymn(; man had ona.er:t a feud 

*of. Brodeur, (1959) p. 43 sq. on the prencntation o.e the G-eo.ts
a.a warlike. 



q,:'t�/f,, .. : ;· l ·,, (:-n�·,� ,)_ ;" t �-� j> -� :=-.:·Y
j 

�,,,-.·-�·-' 

' a . r1 J >c:-:r ,.. ,,, n�-� ;�_ t}rc

C ,��-1.Tu> }-�l_-,_ �i�t-;,)..-i_C!�t· _;�'J :i].��_:c J 1W}Btn 

J·£i,:lJ,:---.r2, t,.1_· :·•-,.:.>, c1 .Ceo �:-:1. :�){iL;,, 

'., c; t :T ;:;�;koJ"J.': 

l,-:.,0,. 

l.;'70 • 

. r. .(� -r,nJ.)r ti;.1e; -� '1, ✓-� ,. i- ... 3tYi1�:D :('{; n·::;r.-'1: 
J •. ,., t,; t.·---J::C °'t;}J,(; ittL'Cic .. ti·v,J in o. 

::. ·=-v:�.t ·- - ::-., \d c::-::11 :·!�·\ 3.�/ t � r\·/i 11:t _: � :·.:.�/, t=.�C,.·�; ; ::.:;::��)l.J. tlJ.,:;n1, 

·1 .• } 11'\·_,_:�r: ;:'; t' Y:-C"\/C' :, :1.,·t'1 '!;1:t� :_:'J�·;1� � .-<,if�1),:...i.: 

iJT1I/D. t,_;._:, :ro.: '\,:PT"'iht�;- 1:h)l'(Jl.i .. -1 ... ;:;Jc1·1nn e (• .... 

is :i.n the 

:f.:LJ+��. 

:,t(: i ... l •'" 
t"· qt; - l� L -�:-:;�,'!_ .. :. :·:} t)<_/ :1tt:eJ�":nt�-�{.;:i_, :r·�:-_)1,1 t·i. :c .tJ .. 1,.�t, to

. � ··• 
-�. ,.,. j �.)\,' i>:: 

1\Tl•.· "ftJx>s.l. f'or.•w,J., 
;'3:'_if )tJn.11 !'H) J-.'u:;." \;-J.e··:e':l �'I:.)"1 n.i1r�o/(,·:,

12-�)�)"r:i f •hJ'.l t 't"jl''\Um • le�. 

Y,::�:C .. /' .i :;'•,/Gl"'j \t�. t:�c� -�:;c(:t�r-;:�.t�y- ::\2:::a ::·."iL:\?"c,:·1,�_�n i,} ti;u }lC;:X'OiC liJ\; 

in hi.c r,mJ.y t-? liropc;u... , nc Fitt .... 

'
• ';clr.;; Ji 

C 

-hv

C:l i.'• 11 ! :'.�\I'?} 1.' 1;,.:;1-� - 5.

.i.:e .·r� .. :•_rY_:�·.1:--�.:-):�_; :�,;;!:JG: :r'.r•::.= .-�:.; r:-1'"'· ... J:./L:.�) .. • :: r1_;1·�/����;,,f x•.-��/ , .. . ;· t '.�\:�_\L' SOl'l, (��1.1, 1'/e 

�l.l'.'C t;oJ.u., .. _.... J_ .. _��-! "j.('.i1".' lk;.J \'Jlt1!' f· ti.,. �-: :·�-'�. }'.'";1 1�� -:; ?�.1. .-.,, ..... "·•M..--- Yt ]. ::\ this ·oattern
., 

�bo�'1 ·Ni1:i.(;h thu jo1.tr.n.u2t :f:�.10; 1 n:n1 
. .i. l�C=-t-�1r11 to G-erttln,1.:1(=�- ob jectJ .. f>;ier,:, even 

n1nr'(): .?ox� �.1-ic ref .:.:�J�c:•1r.;c0 to -; �}-�(: -:,·;:·::c•JJ..\�c .!, �-� v, .... '.HJ. t]:) ·;)r:; .. nin}1 �t1a.rt

::Jf the !)Oc:a :):')1.y rn: .. '.:i'[\C'e ;: .. }j t'-:·)r i;�hc (�r.e:\t c]\tD1l;;c oi
a 

r: ... t!cUO!:;pll�) . .t\·; ill

tl1c: ,::-ca:tj.n}.t ptr·t n:r tl"!.�� �=1nt�r:1� 1'n�!Jr.'ic·1'.•r: 1�1-t:l!\:cl·� tl:f\.t i}1c (tef.oct 

in 1Eli"ty o::.' ,/l_H/j\_) I ,.• ).''\�C�:� t:/:i_,::;,_i, h;/ l �1-..-1. ': ir_.i.., tb:: tr,,1,� oJ C-ren;J.(,1 

·t�o C�cD,tl�.1� t' ( 1 '' 7,
r
" ·, ,-, • .., \ -.,-�•-' .,.P

> •), . .  } ... (, .. £ .• ,, :\e-:--nti. rc;1 n. c1.c0�)c1� : ler:}1i,;1e i:e or1e 

,>cc,:p:,f.1 ::iy �,.i.L..1.,,,•::::i.D -,-;_- /:Lt;t.:. ·::,_n:.-:r cnJ L'·>J\L i,hs.'1:Lv� tlw,t in 

his ro-tclJ.i. c:, Beowulf !'r)r;h:.,!),·:,.; tl,(� ;)un:igh crinocles townrd.s the 
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now c1ominant theme of' feudinr, • the ohvious 1;.:xplanatian for the 

Heapc'11nrd episo,io, and. the ntro,l{:;ost link uniting it W1 th the 

:b"'im1 episode. Fror:1 Hygclac•s court, t,ho Dnnes are seen for the 

last time, ovorshadowed hy the threo.t of' wa.r: and the Ooomt 

which JJV).:tks the turning.point of: liropgar• s contemplative sermon 

(.: V, 17/+fJ) is. eohood. in e. minor koy by the v,M.E::1 which nnnounces 

tho ikiaf·obarc..•a grievance ,, (XXT.X
,. 

2039)., 

.E:!..\� :vJCI nots 1Joth an a culndn.:-tion to 13cm'l'LU.:C' 'A', rm(l

a. Prelude to , i)J�::i. � like the prol ude to the whole poem,

nw.nnr,es to encompass tht: ri'lllP oi.' emotions n.nd. thcz:K:s of' 'both 

priri;s: joy and. sarJn0ss > G].01-y Mil ;,1or,.nncst3 • stab:lli ty c�,'cl disaster, 

the union of Hyg-elac wl th his sister's &on, t::i:.H.l the la�t fatBJ. 

1.>.nd 00nseles� i'oud started b:t ·theft. 11onjour (1950, PP• 5 - 6) 

has t>lren,dy pointecL out the 2mrnllol between the youth of Beov-rulf' 

<ind. t ,at o-5:' 8cyld. 3ut tho pnrallels to the Prolud,e beoonie much 

atroiv;cr now that we oan sec the f.i1;! as t;, v1hole, ei1compnasing 

Beovvuli' 1 o life from youth to age, as the Prelude does for Soyld, 

in lines 1 - 25: th0 second pm•t o:f' the PreluJ..e, Soyld • s funeral• 

will only be r•..::albed :ln Be-:>WUlf' s lii"'e at tho end of' the poem. 

Like the Prelude, :f'i :�t XXXI introduooa the i'ortun.es of a nation: 

a.nri 1'1iMJ.! i\�.ZXII and �C{;<L I, like Fitts I ond II, introduce the 

oho,rac-ters un,l ,torld oft the con.test to come, plaoing them in a 

Wide hi.storioru. bn.okgrouml.. The pedi5rees of the Danes are oom­

plm:1ented by the history of' the Gents (:l!'j._t_t_s. XXXI, XXXIII) and 

G-rend.el • s pe(li.gree:s are balri.nced by the history of the Dragon 
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rvl hi::s hoard (1l.AX ... l). :Jut again
., 

tho d:l.:C'i'crcnoes in at 'OG:phere 

are imnortnnt: thCl.'e is no roe.l parnllcl to Ucol'ot; Beo,,ult' a 

hou.':.le is burned in the Dro.ton' s c. t ta.ck ( ns Ueorot i'U).c to be in 

the ,!0tipob '.l.rd foud - but riot in tho 'Dani3l1' pa1:t o!' DQOmu.£') 

and. (.ill Boom.ili' 1
G lciTismen a.re dot�d. Unliko fh'O.i'G:.ir (li) Beomil.f 

io not overOOJil� by his SOl'l.'Oi'/ i:n � XXXIII: but tbo old kine' O 

i'ato i!l i'orctolu, M f.'or tho la.ot time he goos out to seek the 

den oi' his adv�rsary. 

G1'0ups (f), (s) and (h), then, ennblc tho poot to cf'f'cot 

n d.ev(Jlop.rnent oi' themos ointl 1.m• to the development in ei'OUIHJ 

(b) ond (, ) • �·ie oovq i'1·01:i thoughts of· Kincru:lip (lll'O}'Bnr' s Sorn:on)

to th1>ughts of tho loyalty and !'cuds bctwcun No.tiono ( Gen.to and 

Dane�, D�lc�s nnd. I{o1:,,pov0..l"1o, Get'l.ts and .b'risiuns 1 Goa.tn and Swedos) • 

Thio pnrolleJ.a the pro{l'.reasion t'rom. personal to :rncinl vv.luos in 

(h) c-.ll(1 ((1): !':i:0111 tl:c 1�iGU1•u:, of lf.ropgar 1m<1. ncowuli', 1?1.., movo to

Ityaa ond HyGl.}lao md their 1nirru.lale Oi'fo and. his queen; to 

.1.i'rea.v.-uru end Ineeld; oncl to 1 Iye;d 1 s at'i'ort.s • helped by Bcom.tl.f, to 

p2.-oservc the throne 1"or H,.?ardrod, 'l'hero is u prue,i•.;,ssiou in the 

�uci�1oa.i 01' -1::hc f'eucls to 3eouulf .., i'1'0m. Ho:i-amod' o, ro11emborcd. tro.m 

:lNli$h history, throur.h the 3wediah o.nd 11'r:i.s1an wo.rs in which 

BcowuJ;f' t;ilcos pirl, t.o his own final. l:'eud with the Dra.�n: a:nd :t t 

is to be 11oticed thP.t the ,!MtCOcl ni(}..draae is different from the 

other "cl.Vera, des, and socn 'l.S far moro terrible An encioy. Tho1-e 

is a progression in the longth Oi ti.ule enoomp.::.nsod by the· ·varl.ous 

episodes, ob jcctti':ted. by the figux'ea or the old men who worn 
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Li.eJ!lundmu dropear's conterllplative vioion; th(::: £9.:1._4_, .. -me-w.l.taa 20,4.2, 

&il XXXI \7hich Oi1COl!lf)ll3SC$ Boowu.J.i'' � youth and o.ee; r.nd ·i;;l•c gl.OX'Y 

ru1d de'.. tho oi' bin ro-lntions; tho LMt Si.u:Y.1 vor, M ru:ttor eajd_t}l!!. 

2260, uml the ac�lo.oo, 1uotll.,lc1·inc tr(;?t'.Sw.·o rr.l. th i tu :tm11l""onblc 

e..ual.1•.lic.n who has \1atchea. 1,ver it t.'or tbi•co huniL---cd. ye re. All. 

tllCse p1'of..russions pornl.J.ol Md c1oc.-pcn too c0l'ltrcJ.l ;roo .. cssion 

i'rom couf'idonoe to :Corcbo<l:i..'16, fror.i. Hro h,--ar • n wisdora to Be?irull'' 6 

trat.io dccl.slon to 1 .. ieht al.o o. As Tollden rcmm•:._:J (1?36, 1,. &1,,) 

11By 11.ow wo nrt s�-> iosed to havo r,rnspod 
tho plan. Disa�ter ia forebocloll. Defeat 
.:le tho theme. 11 

:Out i·� is the aohioVt;;'f.t1Cnt oi' the nine tranoi tional. i'i tts to huvo 

put th.:.1.s plon bo.f'ore ua • 
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GROUP (i) :S:2◊-liUI.1!' 1 3 LAST FIG"iIT, 2391 .., 2820, :XX)�!V - X)CX.VllI 

GROUP ( j) 'l1i'rn OBSEQUII�S, 2821 .... ;.182 • xxxr.x - ):I.III 

TI-Li!.� IJD!VIDUAL T!'IT'PS. 

FITT xxxrv, 2391 - 2459 

--.-,;--�..-:,- --- -··--·rq: The bx-:Lde;e-1la.3Stlm:,, 2391 - 2400, tells o:f 

the suooesaful ernling to Beowul:I:, • s et'forta in the previous � ... 

The moral is pointed: Beom.tJ.f had. survivad all previous trie.ls 

until he met the dragon. Bonjour (1950; P• 32) haa pointed out 

how this pasaage balances BeowuJ.i'' s earlier protection of' Heard.red: 

Beowulf 

ttThe rightful heirs of Ohtere are indeed 
deprived of their throne by their uncle 
Onela - a further instance of ustlt'pation 
sharply contras.ting with Becvrul.f 1 s loya.lty 
and 'delicacy'," 

.---•-rv-•:r-·---w-•- ---ett 1 Tho adv�mct::: to the eave•: the 

technique here is similar to • the ad.vimce to Heorot' in IV, V, 

or 'the advance to the mere• in x.,_u. 'l'he :fi5"1Jl'cs of" the enraged 

Beowulf• who has been told pWanQll aio f.$<) ar� 240 3 1 and has 

been given the fe.tf:1.1 ou:p (2401 .. 5); the unwilling thief (2406 • 

13a); and the dt\.1,g,on whom he had. seen (2413b - 16) - f"o:rni an 

objective scene, correlative to the emotional situation. 

B. Beowulf' a 3Pe� is introduced by e. passage wh:1.oh atrikea the

note of transience an.,t. :,10-u;;.�.dng now dond.nant in the poem, by 

looking ;t"'orward to the outoome of the ;fight, the wyrd -G-;;i.n,­

� (24.17 - 2425). lbe rest of the :t,i.t;!i (2426 - 2459) is tr:i;{'.on 
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up with that part of his 13peech in ?mich :Beovruli' remembers !!repel, 

hia first lord. Hia story is age.in El.11 objectivizntion of his mood, 

Bonjour (pp. 33 • 1�) h:�s llot..1 cea. the • rernarl-::r,hle gradation I be·tween 

the events dosoribe(l hcn.·e, and those of' the pr0�dou3 f'itt, 234-9 sq. 

Then, Beowulf'• ts OA'})loi te. were central, tho ni>..rration vras in the 

old epio s·tyle. Now 11'\eowu.lf's aotiona stand in the baakground.' 

ancl the nul.�ration ':ta no longer in tbe hero:i.c or epic mood., but 

in an elegiu.o 1.md deeply melancholic tone• .. We heai ... not of Urepel I s 

life, but of' the tragedy that caused hie den.tlt: end Hrepel is 

immecl.iatcily merecd into the traditional :tigure of the mourner: 

as it were, an -2,..arm anha,134 (cf. 2.368) .. Hrepel's personal grief 

is merged into the universal symbol ot the last survivor of a 

race; and although we have started with personal tragedy - tha 

sorrow of' Hrepel, then of the man whose son has been executed -

the final lines of' the fttt universa.li}�e the situation into the 
-- · 

trnged.y of a whole oommu.rrl. ty; the inh!ilii t�nts of' hir, son' s mE::•

As Mrs. G-ordon [1960, lh 15] puto it, the passage 

"al though it :ta occa:,ionecl 1w the grief' 
o.f tho old king Hre]'el for -the death o:f 
hie aon, is an elegiac evooE�tion of 
ouoh gr:l.af', not a description of it •.•• 
It would seem that, as in the le.ter 
elegi�s s•1d lyrioe of ll:ld,Q.o l-;:,.1c;11.sh, 

t is tho speaker's present mood nnd 
-thought nnrl ex.tern'.:l sur:roU: .di.")gs thr.t 
are the main intercs·b, a.nu thf\t. tJ- ...;Se 
hr.v:, 1.:·:comc r:t··'j �r;.:1. into convontionaJ. 
matif s .," : 

rid.end 
hrele.':i in hoJma.>J; nis ],ttn:- he 
gomen in eeardum, swylo :?J+57 - 2li,-5�. 

.' .I 
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f'. �;,;'_/jJJ: >) :<.L.J l?J1.J.:.LJ �J.:, • 

'i.�d.f.: :i.n tl:o lo··,ccs-t d:i.viaion in the poem 

. - ,., 1 • ··1 <"� \ ( ll.-.,;. •. J., .• o ·-' 1 • rt .:>.,.,]"" ·· ·-· .;.. J,.; ·,,, ... ' ,, �-· · 1 "t·· ,· ·i ,..·' 1· "' ( 1) rr:1 " .... ld.. ;_. ,.w. . ,;, J.d v1J vi1., -A� .Jc�J.:., (. J. J - ,;,.LJ,.1.:, I • . •. lt, e .. 

of Bco1,1uJ.f'' �: recoJ.lect:Lo::1s, ,: ;;:) r,,nd i°[,rc;;wc.Jl:L, 

•· ,,l :-;-\ ';)q.• .. �.;;.t". �v1..-f')·•:i (Y1l • m1 ,  �, ... \,.. ·14•)·11�•�n -·--"\ ..i.•\·.i. _·,.t .. ;� ,:J,_,, \;J/ 1.,-�u,.itt.,_ .., ;;,·,;,,_._ .,. , .. ,,.r.,,. (,Oi.,)(L1J.,);.,,:, .'.-:.J. tlJ.,., .L.,, vLt •. 1.1-:.••'-'• 

1.1.1ms th•J �:(:� ).D.: jir.,2; '/,:1 ti1 ·U-:t.c d.er.� t:11 of li1:e,('(:l <.J'lcl tl1u :tit :!its 

.. :t -Ltt :;;Jc �Yfc().F;;; :r ·.'tcl'l ..::
·
'"01101.·1��,1 it (i:.-i vr.: J..-:.:;i1 :j,:}O':!ltLf· ;r:c.J1ti_:Q !1.is 

t1-iic -.,<)r,l t!1 :.1.��� 1":·�t:-:i.-··tct•) {�r.til::) vr.L t:t-1 f:t :n.(.�-.-1t.io::1 :·JJ.' -L}1e retr�i L.::1�

yf.ho :L:� t0 \�·co,;�tL::� r;-G 1l�'�)J,1:.<L �.-u:.:_; tl"'HilJ1(.: to h:.J to �:,c1•1,;i�)(!ni�1, .:HJ 

liyc_-;,_.:L.�-\C v;ar3 to ;;: ,;j1nJn 1, � i..n�.� c�n :::cavru.l.� \'{;_'_[j !;D : i:7;;.;J.r.,.c. '.i:h;i, �, t,hcm.e ,

•· .:• ·1 r ·,•rp ·1 � ,., ·-,.· t,.,._L �- t', ,.,, :-. i�·\ ·I ·• i..• • '"\-i ,•••4;� -:� >.).� �-..•J..,� t;.i-, ... <>a..·; i,·),. .1J,t.L1 � , �\,-• JL� • .:.. ?-'-\ .. ._,, IC ..... t,, VJ 1.)J.. tl! ctmU �'-.L�, occurs 

thr, l .:,;); 1,:rn t th:i. c. tl'.1�1.t JicOVILt]_i� :�s :f.\:\C1J.(; �::J.,J 1�_•:it [jX'C�;.t 

:2e:ll-.�. I·� .:..�:, n,ec )f.'.l;'); _:1�_c<L '.)y r.:. cl·.Jscls· :�.":�.�-��t1.·::c:(_;_ t�·.'(;°;::c-:: C}"l(J.t o:t

�00 .. ,T':1;_�, �-� G1J;·_:t-:-i� }1 r1c-1ttl"' �/.) J'.'" ._;J;/ f1r/:.:;:;:�l:-J t. · _ _; .:: . .I1r•�-�.i.'/1 c-.;-;i�10 :.0 _'! ·but

0:1 :�.1.�j �:>),.;J�'n�).(J.,�).:L :rt:.�,.,;_::! ;w;tl1, �--.. �d �ll(� Vl:·:�r id VJ'i:d.c,J.1 �01.J:c(ls .L':-ril l1L·.1 •

it. . ����-.)-;:ii�?-�)9'Z 1�:/.:��;L;� �;::E)-��1.�:...d-��-�J �I��.:E., �u .. c.o _ ;.J+d9 ..

T; ,c: ;;i�i.rrn=::cri;, :� ci:1xL0i');l ,:d; ��l,.CO .i.::; not erlii t:i:•�1.r;y: the new fi i;t 

r0ttin1�, af;t\;�� --�!11 1 i:.{1-�1•;;:JJ:1�,�.:L ::�Icr;5.· .. c I✓'- □ Gn .. ·_·:c "r!1t:_cr1 i:;r1cls fit.t

�:XAi. V, to t�'-' .1,,rso,, :'.L f;ri:;;.1,' of
.
' the :'tn.n \·,ho:1 c �;0.:-1 swl:11 ;s <m t:ie

gallo1;._; ( 't:J;.GO ,-,,' :··.":- ·1 

) , 
Pr1-r1no-�1c•·· �-'t)"' ,, ·l;o +·1•,,·, r·,-.•::i· c'" ·)1·· ·;•1·1,, .h,·,"L ...__., -· • V u-,.1 u .. �..J-:,. v.;.- .. · (,".,._ • ,.L ' " .,J'''"' I

1·---
C! 

:: .... -.�-1-. <•.•/l -!·\.;-· ('.-;--- "i•i,·,11 'I"''"·",.,.. ··1,', -.1 . r�r1·1, ·<>1' 
:- ...... ,,::i.··,"l J-"h Y(l (,, .. .l...lJ.O 1

-.-!.\...:,:_�i,.1.., ... , ,J __ ;_:_ ._ , V4o-- •;�.·· ;.,�•-1..J. ,;,:;,.J....._} �(.:,!._:C:.� .... -•�•h.i.,,),,. !��,. :.!., l.J..,_{_..,' �...._-, 

:b }:.Lt " 

r:t. tb.: 

·t ;-:1· . ,
.L 

' ;' -,, ' ....... ,.. c. • ..,c. '\ "

d��f;:.t:�t;iJ.. ':{.� (; ..., 

!, .. D,·'J•"::; ;, .. 

::.;.}.:..,.J�: 

:eci;tt:rr11 1•r·on1 [:u!l;)i..":.:l to pi ;:i:•ti t)ltlar 

i.·;., ·� ,- • � , :-.. ,..!."l . • r. / "♦ ·,'!••a.•-. •cl t d > r •th c,;_,_<, C-J�U,(,Gu-0 ..... J.'. , .• r,,,1,- 0 f,,d 

wi·t;h wl::.n t f'ol1ovrn \. i .c. �Lrw:i. ;r:; t· r,t to the: ::wri:;c' s mincl the 

division did uot co,::o after }iroycl' a dtuth (2i;71) but 1)efol'G it) 
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itl ir1dioutt,d by the rv.ct that in the mc.nusori1Jt thcro io uo 

n 211-71 - 2: He ·va _!:tj.§_ pmrc S.Q!'.B£ ilel:,ina 

rlod. nhich 

,S r-:..'14.'?!t.s! �70: !iO t!:.ut tho 11cw poriod bcgln::; 

y..at ur.Je; ,:it'lo mi:1c 5c·.-rr.:ucan 
faihoO 011,l f'yrOOO 2J►79 - 80u .• 

Tb1[J :ta nor .. ,,c,ay coru.1f ften-c \'f..t. i;r. UH; lllou.ru.nf� Ql' ·tne poc;n. 

H.,.."'17,..1 1., ,,,,.,.,._11 .,.,.,..,,,1"" n ... .....i. of' a lurr;or nu.ttoi�l 

t 1nosoic. Ilia death is onusod l>y his 

Ioz·ebenld on hiG socontl :Jon lh!j,cyn: "lncl 

them/;; !IVdoa.n Hro'l:iol ::monJ. t 2Ji.74b, mu: hrmiks out \'rl th tho Swcd.os, 

o.c .i.n t.n"n oornoo to 

,•; ww1 in :r not 
- - . 

.:illod Pot by rtyr,ull).O 1iut 1)y Eofor 2./.r.36: but th:1.s fir,ht, deacl"'lbecl 

n dctnil later (2:)61 oq.) in hcrt3 subow;iod untJ.or th1J th<;1no ot 

or:xmol loyol-ty, end ar::an ru, H�molac • G 1·ovenec. AtJ Bonjour put 

it [1950, lh 311-]: 

a s -Cop :-�:t··�c1� f;,1�:...i ;·�:e p;:tf�nv<:J 
ia e. likely error, ns the phra.s:tJ �d. c11d 
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md oml hc,ira. S\V, 

drift or

into 

.. 254-1: 

D 

2508 9. 

um.s 

�ti.O;l,; ( 2!,11 • 5) 

ti
r
: 

l 

C'·rl•'1ele (\yU,r,Je 

:�>J_;Jb � :��:�;:�1 :, 

!1.i. ;, l
?
_��!J�., -�::_;-,·_)1\U --� 1._L�;:i �:l)r::·;:._}�!. ,,�ttl t, ,c ho:L) H, l.1is

rctn:i.�--:-�.:i.\�). I'i.\•!•t;�; }5·._,.:r�;.i ... l0'1:_;8 c:'J 1.t::;·.,ant \•·-·.L·L".L :.>n k ,l':.: t �•-i nt;t.ct·!t oil, 

1oyt.":.]:t�\- 1.;u.:L�.t 1.�;_.: (:u:2:· 

aJ.�:- J.' � 

r,!-3 15c:.1et 
].Jmt ho 

rlsc 

q, J_ ,,. (; •:1.!..,,.; � � l1�: , :l.,.�. \,j_:_? •• r ,)i� i:'i
._ ) .. D..:il 

f fJ 

.j_ :;;·1) ... � : � 

si 



00;1, ,;;;lrJ.ta� lo 11:l 

patt<.ni o.eo, 

• 

• 
-

• 

• 

II 

,C.:.;.,■ 

� 

; li

db 

irt l>f 't!lO b°�:i;t 
.. ,.

,. lic)'"!TJl.£ 'p 

) is the C'Jltilio�ti,on 

l ,..;.• 

l�h<m tho

o b1 U'.l.'•

Jl'J. (2.;,(i') ... 

eil hira 1."'l 

�VOl'tWJ. 

J."rimO...""'l 

;ro::,n of 

- 2G02 •

,clec.r, .i · 

Gcoto. 

• ..s.ne, 

. t1 1{f;oh:i •s

:lOt int,o t.llo 

oh io l.>ci'l!� built by 'thNao 

.... othn• th�o 1c Alloo prur.lino:nt hc1•(u \7coheta."I' e e:,:ploit:s 
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are r\;;cJ.lccl in a di&L',-;;:ir,ion o.b�ut the oald-!iWOOl'tl eotonisc 26.1611 
--· 

\7ltloh !�e.w.iund unos, und tl:c pnoi;�c onis 

n\J hi::. IIDJ60S J.af 
ccwnc t&t wic;o 2628b ... 29a. 

n. YJjifJ:nf ('lld L�CB��-::g_�.011::!, 2651. - ?.660: 'i�oth D{!0\,'1.1.lf ond

Tiiglru.' o.ct !'01• tho sa: e hol."oic rY.>tivc: m·utituao :t'or their lord's 

sunero!Jit.y (2490 - 6; 2G06 - J) t mc.l \·ar-,lu:f' cl.rives home hia orin 

l"'Osolution by o.ccusirJr; hi1� com?onionn af ingr�ti tu:.le. Aa uoual 

in 1-nGlo-Saxon poctl":,', th<: motifs oi' ·tronsuro a.nd t;i:!'t-$i.VilJB 

:u•e uued to e.Y.pror;n the comploncnte.ry virtuos of gold-{!;i vor and 

retrll!Cl': 

Io wa.t geurc. 
j>mt ::l· r•l'O:-' eal l-{·cwyrht, J�t he ona �oyle 
C-ea.to. d\ll':Upt3 91orn pron:1.cm 2656b - 5Bo.. 

c. W?-rl.slf. ru1dJ}��. 2661. - 2693: ii.so.in, Wir;laf �presses his

beot in the nol. .. ds of t\ perf'oot 1•otei.'lor to Beovruli', a.ctina :f'roan 

ou i'u1 � ( 2661 - 8). This uni:.m oi' Boo,,1i11' ano. ,,'iglof, em:phasi zed 

by th� porD1lelr:1 in tho 1•hetoric d.eaor-lbing thom, P.S ,,ell a.a by 

the e.,::Jl:l.ol t stntci.10nt of tho poer,1, is r"1.sed. to a necr-symbolic 

level in the no.-:1: 1-�o.nt1ur;;o (?.669 - 2687) in which l3cowu1f• shi&ld.s 

Wigloi' O."l•.i strikes tl.io i'.lra,;on' s head. But Nmgli.nc; hio aword fails 

tho king 

oo J.:ie m�•co. balwrMc, n'lne eof'r.eee,
swcrJ.GO oi'crsohtc 2685 - 6a, 

and on his third attack tho dr-·1$)n \,ounds h.l111 f'utruly (2688 - 93). 

In oontrNJt to the earlier bcr!;i;leo (encle of .a, XXll) the poet 
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, J.il�o tlio pl'!:V'J.Ol.l& pa.ir. 
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1f U
!
Jl .t.01' ·1. I.� thit; llnG..O\ -'�0 "'l\ �:ia�hct•!"J of' tcrr,:>r i.D built up 

n."(.3. ti VO• aG 

··1.oetion on

·itoo.r no CV-->Ctl.ti ve

ut ti.i.C uc� �a, 

., '--.i• :. :1r:..i, .i._q.L. rn ,t. r.nPn n•,;ci::r,"t\1'�·"' 1¥.CliRdW 

1. '.ific \:.:.t>, _ o .1 • o !'o.t.i to.lli:mr. 1,ir.lr:!'' r; u,-oili "'· � tb,o bo.tt.rd ( 'L'/Tlb •

h .:xul �.C.,l J .t.1:." lc, • .>"n t-hc trc truro bof,?:.-t;- h.fa ll)11t1, Viho i

lt :W rliti 6 '2},{: t.rcH3URJ O •.t!!L'S tlm d!Jr.tb �:-,th or its 5t1.'U'diru1

t. Jur 11."t oofL.,_<' h£W a(li<l t..'w.t the

ti-c��<1urc o .n 

(;U.-;....Oj\111Ct; C<!?,\''KnlO 
hy· ,(.• nc (}� t;yllo 27G:ib • 6. 

o ti"'vc-OUI'C t .a:oo ,:in tho on�seot nf' a i! ti.,.1"111 '00, , .. t> • uu�P"-™"1 ""''

or •c.;;.tti � \.�,.e l>O�'t ::- O:"' f�t®::irni� � :ntt·nnc t·• <i t •ic,lo-'Jr.Y..v?lS' 

love o;.. ,,-.Jt•-r•-L _,·. u:.: l'.'u 1.•;o •} 1r:-i.1.:,1v 'li-.�.t,:'1 .-.,; 4n •�loe in 

tllO :.;or,-1. o!.'m.:... ·L"' rl.!! e:-':m � r\l'!:t-::l\),.f'•r. f'. t;,l oourorro ill �'tlt[:.(.bd.tl6 

,u di•, 

.. 1:!crl--.1;:_�� � ltr'"-te.G fe;}gcl. 
r�;�•+:> ... ,G.Jot ho J>o�c \7.Ld.fl.,i;c-n U�l'OUD £;050bt(! 



... ')'J • 

_o_r o ... r .... l __ li..._f?:L�:� (c., h, ·.; :�:: -� 
.!.., ; .... o,.:cr.:.,., :t,: J .. ��- i:':r:'O!J ;:, r}il'.'c\-:•:c,-::nt root them

of·cz·�1yoL ·-t1: ·�11r�, ·::.1·1() �lu.:·-:::·: ur �}1,3 T):L iI '-:)V"(!J�t.'Jkj,.·�·11� 1 L c::l'. YJ.:'.",bcr,

line 27Gl,:., ri'�)to_·{ rJJ. t.�"'�n:-.:-.�� ·tLo i,:,:v� ... ; 'Lo �.L�) i;-.11t}1 it., 1-.,.-1cl-:l",:;ss uf' 

'fJt(�/D:lcnJ. (t,r;:!l;��C:\' t '!D\J.{}l ·tf.':���;�V L.'..a�_y- ·!;c. 1 5.;3 V(!l�/ tt1\�HJti \re; J.;}1,{}_ tbc 

t.:r.c-·o.s11:r-·c:, \7J ;icJ1 l .1u1� 1-;(:�c�n. 1,1(�01e;;:J t,�.) i'tr� 01-i:L �r�i.n::f,1 O\"/rl'.):r·s t.t.t�cI is 

t 1.) l.1c 1J�1·cd.c0D. tn t�·.1e r t'.>:: .t,1:) :• :1.n to l:;c:G 1 )iilC c" })D\'tcx�f1tl symbol i11 

t110 c;J.J)r.-:.i:·1.r; i:tl.vj.aio11s oi') t:t:.c �;:,oc?.n. 

:B. Boov,ul.f I 
G l, eooh , '.(7)i,. - X-'.-'.O: rJ<�OYlU�lJ.� c100::-� �·1.)t 3Ce 

i;iH�r.;c :tr: .. t::�t o�",·,�:::ct,J·f1e:s i;;l. tl1.e t1. .. 0asuz'Q 110 l;,iJO ·/r:)11.. _:1.u t� r.x1ks tl1e 

27)5 J.'nr : _,llo,,;L .r; il:iJ.1 to (Y•in the trcasu:ce i',n• his

pcopl0. DilG iX'Oi1�/ :LB 1::..!tt>�:.·t:: 1-\.�.�.1 1jfc hr_s �.iCG�£1 ,r;�Old. :t.)l' tl10 

t1�0r�su.1'G, al·1Ji no\·: •. U .. f�.t �.;f• l.1.t�� ·!.;o t:.;�:G tiJ; t2�1c <lci�c ·!.cc ;>:C -t1'.1a (�c.�:ts 

/,·,-7.,,) "' · '· ., .. ,., ,, ,.,.,, 1·····"·· .• :i ,.. ... ,,.-, ,, ·• •• ,f l io"": ,,. ,·.1 ..,:_,_. 1, ,-,:,.J.1 !l .. �"'"� O;.L,, • .i•.;-.,. �rlwU. en.� to \;0 1r:.tll t,

hl,::_; lu.st 1�·.t.11r;- ,itrL .. c; .1.fJ d.L�so.r1()...;d. :Ln. t;.t.1.:.:::ce f�l'·JUJ, ::-, ,:·>.t, i;tour l:I.i1c:.3 • 

id.Uf=>CX\i1)tio11 - l: �r�.- �tu1f •.LJ t.s1,:;tL; :u. :c,: 22\)') - ?O :i. 'l'l,e lr.;,st 

Y}Ql'\lb o:i..� i3U�)\','l..t1�:- :t>IL.l.Cc; .li.{_�·1t).'C i:!i:LYO.lt/ J:� v:.C: -��,t::L�.;(!J..':rt o.C .e�1.ted

G-or�tir..1l1 i'Ul<;:C-!J;

�-'1··H.� lJJ,r:t 1:i.. 1c::, 

J---1u <�· ,.r-� 0.,.1<.Lc - 1::!�; U!�u,.;:1 oy1rr1cn 
►,•r�c;\�1J,i .tC.�i:\�·.::.:,; C·'.,,11c vr:,;1.,tl :C'G!'0-}0011. 
1Ji�· ;,C i.t�;;.r:u.s to P-le Lox.l�·;cc; 1:e·:;c' 
eo:cJ.u,:,, on eJ.-,i.c; ic h:.i,1s1 ;;.::.t't,.:r scoD,1 (,)''17 J(:.' \d.1 ..J - .. .:.,;,) • 

or t:h.c f-����� .. pDi.J.:_t ,,. eont:c,:,st viJ1J.ch ;1J.11 1Je very 

i .. :t11\J:et:�r-1t ::t:,i ·'t:' o -,•1c:}:"t r;r1-Ju9: 

Ull� l-:o bu1 cure , 
Iu�.i;c h.e�J.uO-\'t��J.;;J.D,i:.; 11:L i of� b.re01'e �,;t:;v:e� t; 
so;.rol secc·n �;oJ-i'::J�t:cn. d.o::t. 2818b - 20 
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:?I\!�[ };:_j:�Il�( 
1 

�2U21 .. 2B·J1: il.1JJlL:��;J(U /\if J ;TIG·L/Jl' ;�) .l-C;�!:}:10.r�.CIL.

::.... 2[)�� 2S60: .'.J lo.1c do:,,crii:;tivc inset, 1Jldldinc �) &. tableau 

oi' the battlci'i0ltl; i'irst 0!iiglu..f r.md J3G'<hiUlf ( 2B21 • ,!i.a), then

the dragon ,:ma. bio trcnsurc (2G24n. - 31). The power and defeat 

of' the cb:•2.gon it. dcv0lopcd. u.;··;t:Ll tJ:1e verse rises to a vision of 

the two adversaries, uni te,l iil ilea th 

hmf'de 
L:in&.tl J.if (�B 

cnJ.e e;e± .. ereJ. 
2841+- - 45a. 

'i'hen the tableau vrlclens to include tho cowa.raJ.y retainers, and 

r1.ses agoin to et !:l(:t0ph,ysica1 vision by conterrqJlating Wiglaf' a 

us0less e:r.eorts to redecn '.Jeowulf'. 

·,,old.c �JDn Go(1cs dmdum r-ooa."l
6·unena sehwylcum, swo he -1u gen de� (2858 - 9).

This t'orms an i:api•cssi ve 1:i;,,.ckgi·,mw1 i'or 

B. �I[irJ.�•a Ron�h, 2G60 - 2891: and ho �ii�csonts the retainers

as betraying the tradl tion oi' loyalty vn1:lch the 'digressions' of 

the previous £..i t,:t!!, have bull t �: Beowul:f' !E:!!,c aolfre .il� 

2875. And this bctr..:-1,yrJ. of a trri.cl.:i. tion stretching far into the 

p�ist 11j_ll have fataJ. rcpGrcussions in th0 f"utru."c, 

sydoan t�oeli:.1ga.s 
fc.-ori."'0,:t1 cef'ricgeaI1 flerun eovwrne 
domlc:i,sr.:.n amd. 28B8h - 2090a. 

The previous fitt had emkd ','rl th Beorruli'' 3 last recollection 
-

o-f: the glorious traditic:if,S of -b}1c :,a::;t, and his heroic death; 

this f:i!! ends with this f'irst vision of the future tragedy of 

the Geats, which lends a grim new meaning to the gnomio olosinf; 

phrase, 
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ovci'cur.:fi(lc�;·�t, 1/:J .. �;-.. h :.�ctJo.n (;::)?(� - .
. 
1). \;l .. n c;o:1.tr; 'bct:,ir;;L;oC.� i11 

,.�(fVCl13\T)�J(.t · .. :;1:!:t/c 01v�1...1.t tt1 ��Ll�.rl'lt • .. :;l." C.�)!':1f1·:)'Ge ,�Lent1:•1,u.etj,;){l until sa.vell

-\�'-/ II�'/i�(.:].[) .. C. �r:1. �:'!'� .,).; ... ,.; ()�(•i'I ', {.\)l< 1 J ·1 :_ L; -�I c,.)r1:.Jol�•rt:.lotl ., tb.G ,::;,·"·����1oi t of c.,

1':i-:,t; /,1: ;J :.-:. r) :.J�.v:· � L.c:.�"t r::�x:1-'ei.�:,:. ·(_1. c:• t IJ.filn .:)\il:..� t �) ·..:cI} jJ.(�:\Tt'.i.o�.n.<.:t1 �r.,I 
i.;,,.,J ::i:,c!.inc

r�-i).i:.1..1-J:1<.?; dJ.r�tl!":; t. ·;J:ll :!.\J:t" ·t;} c [:•c�:(�tt�1 > tlf .. !J.1 _:j·1l ,:c"'t. er1,.!_.-; • 

:;-: j'<ilt'.1 ,k;,.L ,. ::)l,-:;i - 30::{, .. .,·t�!J: .( �: -�� ) :G.l/' II: �f. \-J��I ���!l�J e 

'?cc1.r�1]..,;v_cJ r:::;:��1 ··?.Lc;r.!.cg: 'l11-'.�c; t:v::·fu.DC:l'i � ... ____ ._.,,..,,,..,..,, ....... �.-,..-�.i.-----,...""'_-,..,--,-, i'U.visicm cut,., tll(, o,ccou..:.rt 

oi� tJ1c� (/1-rr;;.l:Lu:.1 1·;i::ti ··t1 :'L•"l�;o t;�ro GOi;1£:<.L ;.;Lte.:nt:,J.i\/ cp:Lr:()1_,� _,._��, ·(;J.:<.; i')_J�1� a 

J.'liJf•_r• (t .. Lf;t!c::.rtt.re {2'Vt:1;i.;(; l,:;.r ·:t:.rr�u1iJc, ·'.j n���C()� t<.� }(y·:�;cJ.:_,.,c' :] {�l"t1.:.•·t0ot 

tI)i'lJ!.1._� ·j�·i. ,'t :.J .. :.c ��'J.��-�;�> OJ)t.,;.,i.n -1r.L t-,'f t:: ... �:cr.:··E) ·:(J),t:(T,1ciJ.Lo'tn:r�:l .LJ.t.��;.:J �(rJtLDll 

1�;la. vc� tL) :L�1 ·no f.t/:nt�J'G :;tY'h.J.'t tb.u t�.1Ci�l<..�: 

hu Jo� ;.�z.;J..c lJ.L,:t } L1J � � .t\:tJl �-' C: 
. ,, ' 

·i;·o:.-·r��r1·c�)r1. 

'\
1l·tc )u.1.•a .. L�l.(:::.�l;:;£h �.)!::it·it\:;C:ti t;�1c t\)1: .. :.tt,�LiiL� '1(t;J�;�:1t;c ( ?)h.) ::,q.) {\1ID. tl·1e

lt::.it ;�3{;;c·t/t..(>:·1 _i_':J ... tt 
__ ,._ �L :,_;:; , .... , ,�;. .·i.CJ.,_:J� :.�C(.. b rrl'i�J b�_,f;�Lr:::;.::c.;x•:.; t).�CC rtOVi 

l_H..:�i(:.f}�;�i..; t·,·�c .... �-�::,L�:::i;; ·_Jl' !J,•._;(ttq)uU,i ;, 
t·.'1:r,,::�\i.ule :!.t\ c'�•::J:t�:"=.t :J:J :t�1 

\,·ictolJ:', j_� L.,_/:i;l Gt�:fj,7_;:c; ,,.;__ • 

r.:�Lv·:.n.f:�, 1..·hi�t.;.:.J1 i.r, r'V.;!;t::/1lt'rc.,./, 

ll,iL; 1.�C\/ ._,;l...:,-:•��(Int ..,..,,�.• !f.�11;,::L;.tc' .::; °tl\)�13'tJ..11e-

i:�t·ir:-:�;)..0'./j ct1lr:1:i.��·J:;}� i __ : t:i'.1f; ;Jo1i:).;.J1ii·ty 

o:2 c2�tun.-:.�c1 li LC-:, , rt1:�cl;. J:·oc.��J.1 ·Jt"l::;,; f�•.',..:C:�I\1 't ;;;c,:..:1:,-:..;.::.i . -, , .... , . Pco.:uli'' �5 youth:

GC!ti1;..lc l1io1'\J, j>�:lrJ:,\�.J�cu,r. ln,r.�,_t\ J�·:o.:�c. J.J.n. 
ln.tJ.dc:� or,.(: J..:.;c:on.llfL ·beo..gr,. - 11,3 001�-t(.� l11ta o:;, .. lcf!Xl oOvr..l.tnn 
1n�):: 1 1�>11. n1..i. 1�Ll.�.:-;�1 ... Gt�; J.��"/J.e - r.,,.Y ,.::\)r\.r,t bj_ r; :.., -t.i rr�,,�I'{.)C:. G(:;::i1 •:) �}J 11 

{ ,:,,:<1 i, '.' i,i,�. ,, -, ')'.r, J,(i) \ ::,.J -✓•�,-· - �--r ,1 u > O_�) • .. Li.. .c:.1�, - t-r,,,,, •

��}tit st1e1.\ ·v:leto1.�:t::.::� li(: �1.r-1 tht; .>ii:Jt: t;.1() 1:1e,;.�st�J.1·.�:e:.:, nifJc:..;o it cl(:;r:.r 

( ·? /·;�, 7.()(··7,,) ,J.l ... 1- J .• , 
� ') .• "i •":\_�- - �".., •. , .. ·� -i..-:-..•. r:• ·., f'"",{,'".,.. ·-;i• • ..\.,.., 1 ,, th :a .,, ·"" � t, ., ,��.,.·.:;-;.. Ota :; .• ,j •:-.. , . .-: ... ;:1. .I 

vii:,; 1 u,,,_t.... vil.1.�ut.� 1,)l. vJ .. �c.:;t; ._:\.-1>.,.1.,ti.1�:> ..., .. ,.1 . c ... er.�111- �l 

they have aro1;.sod i'or tl,0 Ge:,G:I > t��at the Swed.es hnvc a feud to

rovcnr;e now thnt Deov,ulf la (le::'._a. 'l'o ex;_:ire::ns thL, vis:Lm, he tolccs 
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un t}:c iLl(\rc: o:L' "iil1u ::i2t-;. ::L vi·�·a1[ vrhJ�c!1 J-1:J(l cli!HV.:{cd. rus 1··\:.:,irl.niscenoes:

.t:e b:ctncs boi\>�cu ;_.t::c} u:yt1n o:C Y.i.5 .. �� D .. tt•;:!.:i .. c:ncc tl.1.t:! pl;:i..ce v1l1c�r'e JJcovtULf'

lit:c, ") r•q-�, <:" - -1:"l r"�•t•,� � t-':" , .. b 'l:'◄"S'1 ,--J :�, 
,i - . ., ... ,,.,.. •• ·1 .� r, . '.'>� .. � d .s - -- �:�£§!:liL:? _ _L,.C�;;=,.., s;,.lic:.J • .  L 'i'., t� .. -�,·..... .crc .... ,.,Ul .; .L._t;.;, ,.l1,;,ol. e

h:i.m, 1iut ;� t c.r: .. ,·ot bo i::L vur.c by 7',cowu1f' in a c;lorious gift-gi vir :g 

to e;ein:t::lclurn jOh) � ,'JC l.L.V 2 Ju.,_; t S(;(.Ul h<YN =zfl::elac' 3 v.m.erous ,�i:rt-
._..,._ I 

,., , .. • .. ... .. .... _ ,.• ,, .. ;, .; •., , ..... -- • -�- ... , .... ,.•· , .-.. ,. -i·.-) i.,.,, .,�.·1.,..., li" h. ""' 1.sJ.v.L, .. ,:c', l,_;!Jtt .. L.�.,1.i. -" �.;1....- :,1.•_i;cs).;.,,/ Co. l,:,C • .-,,u..,,., • �,COo,UJ,..L 5 -lO """' 

been t::c pr:Lco of this vnst tr-i,aam'c, 

1:;oJ.S. unri1:1e, srimme geceapo<l.; 
(>-.�(L /1U wt �1i,Je::; to:1 r:>�yrl:Ce::; j:'Q(:,;t,o 
bcu.gas (;cbohtc 3012 - 14.a • 

'l'hcrc:i:'orc :Lt must bm""tl on a i'une:cal pyr•:;, i:md Beowulf'' s fate sholl

be tLc i'atc o:.C nll 

nu se here wisi·. lu.eahtor nJ.egde 
g;;;,wn er 1d f:,lco-dx\�1.t., �:'.'l)20 - ��lt1 .• 

J _'J1,,i l: ;,;DU o./ the gii't-[ ;i v.L; ,c:, t!.,1.;.:; ,:1c1·cod ;i.i::to tl1ut of' a f'uneral 

PJ'l':.J, ncnv t;i \'es plll.CG t�J tf.L;.)t;e �xe s:pt,;.: :e:.> o.�1ii cf�x1�io.!1-b:1..rds. The 

P'Jat r�L11i;;;5 t1•ct10;:1.lo11s f'orcc t..') t;.e 1nu�1n�:��.L,�)Jl'"' ' ;:. /Jl-..op11(HJ.�t ily thus

J\t.;;_:t;,·,,·JD$i- 1 r _;:•ou·,, r,<''l'h'c•} ,,,:• .; 1· ,,,,·,·c,' 1 ( .. �.,...-1-1 ·,�,,1 I """''f') ')-1 S Ol" JP1°�1o •-•·; •·�i-. .1 .� \, __. .. -u_ ·-�·,.) c ••••• ) ..... ,, , 1,,.;. � .-t.,.,.... � .. ,.J.fW. .,J�,IJ.i � .. -� ...., t::.,.,&-- -

::;t._xo i. poet::.�y: the gii'tu,e,i vi.;;:, the bu:d.ru. [of. _{fo.ndel:££ 22 - 2,

0)J ;,i • $ � 07 ]''"' ]'1;, -·1C'' �-I,,.,.,., .. ,,_.,,· ,,·+, e a.rcr ;, - .1.1,. .. , --.:J - .1._oJ, ""1-., ;.:�t.;.� 

tiff1 J.:o .. · r,r:,1;1;1(, Lc.f'. ?in_,,::,1_).t.S(� 7b -1�::, h� 11 

cn,rJ:>ion-bird.s [ ci'. d ., ,·," :2..1:!! J. <i ,: - 7]. 

ealcl urenarti-
_ ... 

./_ 

15] and the

c. Tl\blonu oi' -hhc: 1.;m•aed________ ..... _______ , __ _ 
L.J;:-j_,:_1

__ .,, ... ; .......... ,&, 
}.)��E.; - 57: 

"i'J - fitt · ,.·'··· .. ,,. -F,,.,. �,-.. ,, ·,"''' ,,._. !,. 0,,.,,.,, .. ,.,,,1, �-,. t4-,bJ •au'_., 1.G ,_...,_,... CY.1..t,.•, �--U 1..1 , ,,,, -�-..Ls,l1,.,, ... �c.• ��� '•' t.,;·•·n, ,,�--.•,,� t.1 .. .1.C Uc.-¼. __ e 

"'·)+ J· p '''}, ., �-i•---,' ,.J . .,,o,·,v, ,·, ('•;-y' . ('·'i'"'1"; i' J••--no e � g ,il.li,· u .. - • _: ...... c .;:. l,,,t ..... \J L.1r, ,J • ..,,,., •-'--, ... �_..t ·_ l _._��;� ...... ,_ , ru , -
-�- --, 

�an mml.� 30 34 - 5a J' to t]1c ,'.lc�nd. drr..gon, to - the cu.1.mino.ting
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in,0.gc, recal.1i '1£; the: rmi·n:l.. c;s o:(' ·tlie,ld' Dnd. th,� me1sricncc1•, - the 

tl:"0f..::ttSU.t'C?, seci.l c:-:)1:L Q�l. ·tl::/ .r:..cra l;\::J 11/l·�l\.;:C �:� ;[t�TS tc:ciOllS curse• 

/j�f'J' . ..lJ.l. j_. ( .Y//} .. jl :��:·:;) : i/_'-.T) L.l '�-'Jj; .,·,t.,· ·:• .J -- J '.:'C:!� J.oU ~--��.

,., , , ..•• : .. :; ,,.ot p l··, .. -1- ,., •l" ( ;•,..,7--: '.'JJC•) • :e,f ..... -••�-� ... 1 • •  ,.,.� .. -i.,::,.,J. ... :, �.,,:;, .J ��)CCC,.1. �, )1.J U .- _; .. _J J.S 
-----· ' � . . 

o,1cl-:::i:.'.;Yl hy two �!.o:::c:cJ. 1 ·!;:lvc p:,,,.;;:,�i,1�/";, 1n·o.so;TtL1i:; t�c;.in the chief' 

ol1jectn t1rL1 1-,n:cLici) tL.1tr.; 1�1 -tL.c.� �Lct:.t;��.o r 1 �11ic:�ht. 

1-,_ • i'l18 t �:�1:> l 0 n:u tcrnita.t:I.s )0:;D - ?J.)75: the f':Lcu.r·es 

af' tl1c tg\Jlct�ll :,-'.(:i:l.cb ._J1�lc L,\c -�J:r:·�·:v:Lo·u.:--� r:i·tt e:ce 110Yl 1-ict.1 .. nced, 

ir1 [t,. SC:Y•�i_c:;; :)_i: (;�,c,,Ji.c:;_ �: :3t>lt ,t}.:,..,.. r;�i-:.t.:·; :eir0t :]r-:�1 Lc�··:.(•C V..{l;f)i11 

jll�< l:t\;10;'.;Gr-: ti:· (? �)_;;,�,l•;�: } (·t:::·o.zo,, nrd. th;:, rlc,.td 1Joorrtt1:i:', fcax•0:,.2wnne 

30(],. , 1)ot}1 \ricti ir.;. :, ., t,};,,_;i:c :f ct1e. 

y'U :J:LO 
cev1reccn wraul:i.oc. 

f'DJl1J cc1rrcr.irO 
3061h - 2a. 

A gno,uic phrr>.se ( 3'Jr;;�b - .30C�5) tl'.cn a.sso di:rtes Beovmli' rrl th the 

fate oi' a.11 .i!eroic warx-io1•n, inhab:Ltinr; n trt.-,[J:Lent v.o::cld i:n 

\'Illich the cu :,,oc,u:, 10e;:; ryJ: no -'.1-Ctirfl cnn he fOl'CfH,<Jn. il.(?;o:in, ·the 

t:ible::u .i.n cli: ,:.,X'.J,,:. ,,y an even more cxl)lici t r::.,ferc:)ce to 'blle cur·so 

Ol:l t}1c ti-·enstll"''C t11n.r1 iT\ -tr10 last i·1-t1.. �rho er.Coot o.C tb.(! 1):-'.:�J[lG.[�C 

(.}JO) - ;107;5) :1cc:1G to iJe to ,i,r,,-;oc:i'�.te }kovruli't :, rloath with the 

cur:,e en�. the t1'0· �n.L·c, ·,;lJ..Lu the L,.ot two li ia::; cli;;aociatc him . 

i'ror:1 nrry Dl:t.:l:J. t : 

. . :;s l1e: GOld_ - lra:�1tc r:ce1-�v101, tu"2ftle 
;:1.,:-;r:.::iD.c3 .:.:;<·,t; :-,.:;:r C(lSGC{::.v:od� }Ylh - 5. 

;:c o.:cc :i;'.;ni :.(L;(_ .Ji." �1, ,..:i:d.1:':i'.' C,).1 t:i:t,:c: c in ·l,1.,c 1:;,Gt l:L1c3 of l!'itt 
--

AJ::.Tvlil, where Bcowuli'' i, b:Ju.y :1.[i d.c::-tined for the i'lru.a.es, his 

soul f'or sootmstra Jl?.m. 2817 - 2820. 
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n. i'li,:lni''o roi'lootioas 76 - 3119. The scntwitia. 

of the toblonu ·orovicle t�,o key to ·tho nppurontly oon:f'J.icti 

,tti tudes in \'ii:ue.f' t B 3PCOCh • whioh f'Ol'I.1$ the lo 

eeotion in t c:�mce:]. vn:bly 

ro:1.·01� to the dro,£on, it ac siblo e:yntnctically that 

it ohould rof'cr to Deoww.i'• s decision to atto.ak the dragon, against 

the d.eoiro oi' hi!J couru.;ollor.s. .And yot this fntv.J. notion io ooen 

ns ext :,•-�-- ....... �, .. •7;1.';' ... ,""V'-•,t ,;oru,.. On the level of 

oonecioun ? or.�onfll ns un<l ao1;ion• BoowuJ.1' io th ot of 

nrrioro. Ii; ia on tho level of t 

tho M(,8 - ex})l'C!;!JOil in the poet'\ by t 

U.'IIM 1'0rcca \',hio1· 

dJ.�ead associ •tio:1.S 

"O fo.t 

p1 ... .Jf",.!'OSSi voly atrcssoa � tlrn.t hio aation: 

'//!JS :p Jt g:i.:f eoo to awio 
po pone (peod - oyning] J,ydor ontyhte 3085 - 6. 

Beowulf io wortl ,f' tho {5I"oa.teot pro.too ond honour i'or all the 

&otiono of v1hicli ho he.d 00•1soiou.s fora-=n◄ d oont1'0l. 

:i&lcf ex;pund,s Dcowu.lf•a order for tho construction ot' Deovrulf"es 

biorh (2&04 - cl) into o euloror oi' Bccwulf aa warrior and kinR: 

swa he mann 
i0ond wooroi"ull.cst vrlde 

}'en.den he lmrh wclan bruoan mo 3098 - 3100. 

e 

C. The ... ,::;::::"'.,.. ..... ...._._., ·- , ... -· -:.:.:..,- . """'" .. ...,. � 20 - ::�1.JG: J:n. tb.e O.<JGt.:n:,Jr· 1tio1l

o,lC LtH/ t>c :}(ja'f...;s O�f .. :r:ry .:HJ. t v'li[:l. rt' 1 �� ordctt� � ·::h(; "t,�flcf-l.tt, 1}:l a 

.,. "1 �.,,J .. ,.Y," ,{:'\. -, ·:' 'r �,�· -� r., �:: ,-, ,··1 ,</',. �q ... _.., ··1 r•, -� -(· '), ., -! -, ·
1 

.� r '�--1 ()(� :HJ "l.G... i'.·l;. ,\ 't'' -, .-1 ,,,., ,.O.i. l•,,.,,_,jc� ... �,.,. ,l).' ].,, . .., :,k-.·,_,_, .,,, .. , .. '.,s�> ., C..-�.l.r:,,Y. \ ,, _,,,. - - •. -'-_! ) ) � .,,,.),(,;, [:,'•).,,.�,

a:.. W3U::J., is the most pr,:mtlneut synibol, its c:;utixdian ., the drc:.gon 
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Ilot:l.co, lii'r...J: .. ho cursad trca.:rnro iG endowed with life snd power 

to induce l'at.-: l n.c·�ions in the futu!'c, l\y<le sc oc wyllo 2766. 

C. Thu war:dora• lomont, 316? - 3182 (ll1. l:i.ne.,): th 
-------- . 

revioua 

pru:·u,t;ru_phs ha.vc tr .... tod 01. these nnpnotr, of tbe :poem I o vision 

·1hich nt'o sup1�n-:_:io1•uona.J., but thls i"'lnl'l puss�ec i·cturns ( e.s in

the introduction to the f'i tt) to the f'irruro o.r Beowulf., In the 

vision of the noom, no thoughts of' the tranai torineac (1:f e. wi?:.:trior' s 

l:i.i'e c eclipse tho :reality of its B].ory; o.ncl so the pci�m (n:uJ.s, 

o:s it ber,an, vrl tb thoughtn or .9.<? .. :;:.l_so:i
.-!!£ and ellon-wcor·o .317 3 �

.:-nd Beowulf' 

kLlfFl: 

;l.ve:n the attributes of the gr�utcst oi' earthly 

owredon )?rot he W1;>,ro wyruld-cyni· iCO. 
m�w:iv. m.:i.! loot 011'.l mon)71'r.crost 
leo.J.um li(!oot and loi'-ceorno:Jt. 3180 3182 

If' there is irony in the last wort1, l t refers �,ot merely to 

Beovru.7.£, but to the heroic vision oi.' lifo, in 1·1h.Lch the greatest 

of actions c "l1 hri1 . bout the g1·ce1.tcst o:C' cclrni ties. Beowulf' 

hC1s attainoll on ir.1.cnl, o:r w:1.e ont'l vri.siloin, wM.ch :.prines from a. 

ngic v-l<Jio, of life: 

dur hwar J:>onno 
enJ.a cc:l.'e:t·e 

lone ne m..oe; 
-.Jold bu • 3062b - :so6:� � 
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cnou.? (1) • 2391 .. 2020 ., nr.r, ... �.,:.�Vli!.

a.not� ( �), �aa1 ... �eti" .. ... XfJ:!'!. 

CO�?{!!.tJ!:iI�niii 

-.l luwo a h� tho ox.wdim of t.hb �•�n p.<tri ie tJL•.�

to tit into e pro1;j7.•c:,oion ?t t:l!e;\l'J ti:-ie ot:Jf>Ophc,7-J tJhic t b.tta b� 

i!ovt,J.o,?cd. o�:- tlW pnv1ot.ia ·three �,ovpa (11.nea 16� .. 23::JJ h I 

ehl-lll lWl: �✓ � ICi)W ho• thvJ f;'Jlolo �:t-J,a.i.�t of t."lo fQflm £01".;.Q

a ,;t:\l�t 1,1at��, the,,. cl 

{ r,1:.Jtg> (h)) • 

i·to (>f 1,M.ah ,a'•(� t1Nzmntl11'! in �o om:1.·"'liw 

"t1a.• 'th �\;JI., � 1�t two f;M\a_,',I Oi;' iti VO £.!._� a.-..

.;tif;ttne;u.1.Ghablea Gl'()\1,? (l) trout,1- or. :B-eoitulr'B 1oot right end 

duntb,. �,ro� ( j) Qi' tho J!iOl.lm.\\?6 ,ri Pl'O_rihacipfi !'ol."OUOBi� by hir; 

rc.n. :.t!11t �a, �;rt ·�·aatc.d tt.lt,'Otl;c1•, .,'l(', th-or-n .1� �n.t 

0�;1timn.ty ru.d intc�loi;kin5 u� tilfi �.J::.-:.:aea cwvolo
., 

):.�. 11.'1 in 

�.;.1-ic prnviouu tlu.1cie 6t'OU1Jtt, !l'ber-..., i!$ ttO ti�:ltl rGVai'.$-t-il. her,, bc,tut>On 

�, cm.au, Matir,�l>l..o vii 1t:s • �e tn (o) &:.G oprir.1sod, to 

(d), or (d) c:mpuecd to (a}. ��.w ! t.<i.t ooriti� ci':>.�.�lno 

� �tSSX)OO tl:$ tb«w:o !Jf • pcrco� vnlolU"' Ma. • C(Y.1.':JU.lJal 

tartu1iers•, cntia1ti�� '.):,\O the1.lO by pl�oine 11.: Tilth 'tl.'f) oti'-1.��. 

1'tlo:, cl.�o clov.tlop e thJ.r.1 .lo�cl ot oosntnsa htt?.OJ-to ir.i\pl.;loU,Js 

tho oa,ior nUl"Qti YO i,H,oto - (:f. VlOiO'l\ in wbi�i ;,,1i;,tb 

))Ct,JQl'-£1 &.r.1 :."-:>�MOO (\.!'.., oontl'Ollo.:1, by Ul 11u,or-�tt"ole;, 

L\\bo. Jet• e.s t.�u i'l.,q_ti.oit�...P..c QJ: 'fttt.G, � tu r,<.il--tic"Jl.<tt' the 

lnt� ut�uoturu of too fiuu..'l ,1m•• r�\Ci:tJ o��r, � lo-v-..l r;t 
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Yio;imi t"ot 1� �l vw.�t'..ity to tho mid $1' thO l)()C.-:1� �J lo 

r.:udb1UQ·! o.tth t;ut . .not cu):wd1na.tod t..'> oithcr o o tl.ers:. 'lhe 

n:tllU.1t 1� tho T';,mlf.t!l�.on on e vaot eoalo of' tho .fd,;� (ff vioiz:m 

t'!r"'ly �NDt1ett.l by t.zn .• Gol"4on (llGO ,. :p. a) \�ffl (C;f::l:.tn1�i,9 b 

p�ot1.nc. in tho UP�&:�r.. 0: plc�t; •Clll th� 

\1hic.."1 ht\d llt>th &oett1.,o.� o.n'i Clui..'3tiM C.UG'JC:1.nti(lrto: 

"'�":ilf'J.V W�t.l't\to the t;n,to..11 004.ievI 
tc.n1<�ney to Gee e. ai�tt,J.n �t�.r.C.">\L't.t:, 
U!ldcr' <.lil'r�J.t �GfitG, o::-.cl\ indepcn4cnt 

�d �dnt1.'1g on ih O\'tn l� ., but at tbo 
Ge.�� t1mo li\1n:dns p�� or :,. tNrUJOotl.�lt 
�holo." 

,. 'tel't".Q 

It is olmost C4 1i ·�hll poo·u� hr.vlnt; 4ovclo,cd the ol�ts or ht6 

V�t.\o otruoture in t.ho 'Uoorot• pert ot thG pn•, now iutor­

;,�:.Ve-3 tht-1« ol�t!! into G voot d.coi� iffll1cb, a,., vo 11h�.u see• 

t:l'ttiacrmao 

11$�9. 

or Deom..llt' • 

tlvc,• no le:;;,. 

by!:�✓-�-

tho ir.M. •1:lAud. gro 

II • r�VtII:, 11� »..:./!P•'l •a dou.tb t::, tho 4on.th 

aiclosc.� in (l Y�St. •envolflj;H: p:i.ttC!lWO 1 �t�l:,ing 

e,ht i'.lt.;li;h �El ltlri.OX- 'c.-nvol.01:ie• itit f'()� 

l:l �- Tllo int1"1l.uotlo1) Q-fJ fin .:OUVX 

(2602 ... 26!7.l) p�oo w.o fir..ll.Y 1n too �ttom or l�� Nt..--.bo:m 

t.md .. built up b:,• lk,;,)�u-•e t"�bC�OiJ.} .in t1» prov.!.ot11,1 

,t:t.� i_ii:ld t�s sl)t'lech oo!'lfimo ·this. f;;i.gld a.--:tl.a t t vi tb 4 

uctclr,.J.',atiOn tlmt ho in b"'i� to h\llp BQu\;Jt.alt 

lii'i��lt;; 
26l:, - •

'l"hia t.bc-.mo. io QGi:dn pro:lit>t'l:'1t 1n A.:.'li..u:!. 1&.o ttlbl.�&U wbtell begin., 
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i.t (28.21 ... :ill!l9) Ju'tteyo11es lJcm,iJJ..f �ni.1'! tdo r«tif.hrul t:'.lc).flf w.1.tb

·trw cowarill:, rott'"J. ,lgl.at :t.n b.U 1•,.r,eoh to;oD \a.:,> the

th� or th a.u.t1 t-o .�pq bic gt.it-:;l,vi::r, ".fb:J,ch

!ucl. boon too coi.,tl\"'.J. the.�o ,of' h!o l . .;i2\, rJ1d en.Ja ll-,1 �f3Gifiot:lly

rolt\unr. hio PJ ot f"tw•o disUJtct' to t,hr; beb-03-Pl o£ .. tho

t:t."n.d.1.tion et • t;.10:-;,•· i

.;ho 1n:.t1alo• 

Gyi;6�[;®J.J.1 
!'uo,.Tt-.n t;cl'ri061Je.'l n.�m 0>w� 

1 - lca3m1 &:Jd. £800b - ,20y.,,�. 

,velo;ie itt fomc..:l by D®l'IUU,-'G z.,o:;d.n;tae��.e:A l>of'on 

ttV - xx1v. �d. 'the 1�:1a�•c �lG0<:-ncu, � 

it i ;{!, - XLI. In tl-ttJ.4" r.mtot"lola and atrtA�� tho llpQCdhet 

pCM.��1�1 ouuh ,,t�Jir; but thcli- pcnpe<JtiYut\ � dir.m.�v-l oJ.�10,,.ntly. 

�r.'Uli· builb e. !}Z'ttOl":\ or ��1.lf..S - flJ-o}:>d., �9� ft!t�

»;vs�1t�o · .. e,ovM'tled t,y i;h� n.001JS1Ji t;v or �.zMH bot• , !n thoi!I' 

·�O'CX'Ja'oia ,do.;l!�o (>:r.XIV' 4235 ... «ul) J. 11.ttor Mroy.�1 • n 4.o�th,

in tho 3TtOtioh vr,.i,rs (:o:,n • tl,.()O ... iJl..,J.,I) - ml. o��• �,cill.t a»

00:ltl.-llrutilltr to this t:'-'llitict\ (P,410 .- a_,,;31). l:.)tc:il' 11 flOC!l M

t1w ltb\'11.Vi Hyg:ela.-l'l, nVt.'rn,!;'ir.� lu.4 ldng•� $"�1, when

.1'10rldng �th On��'

:t'tlll-to eett-') 'tOt'lli IU.E-.� ... 09 

i'ble &!31l!'Hliffle.e.r, :tn <,1,Qr.1.tl!•11&t, oonormtr-4ta: on tlin N4.�\ ,-,;."' one 

k.Lm, Hyicltul, 4'Al1 iro-tC\lln nl.1 h.::.G f�r-; in !'l .. 1<,h � 'UJtf 11-g to 

oo:phMiJ)e thctJ.r .�l.a,nifio�nuo to� hi:a retol.nera �'1 �c.:-.1_!)le1 t!.hOSl 
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und. n.:m. Hy1-�oln.o' o Ih.>ioian 

emni-t.:i.ea; hie cu--i·ival rt 

cdi tion hao roueci lr,.sting 

r,ursuod by Onion�oow, 

1'ho death o!' Onecn}'O<:.l\V brought a c;on•irous g:h't 

the �01--ious l 'Y8olnc • '.But no .. , 

dooi 

2934 - 5. 

°'t1:t<::IJ. > !,
.,

;(·\')Hl 

In spite or Dr. Sfarm, (1)65, p. 13), who thinlco that Ongcnpoo\'l's 

last fif;ht 'ree.clu rtl.most like a caricature of the pro.ctioe of 

gression•, thia pnsaago in vcr,J r,ilevant to itn cont�t. It 

al0nooo the nc�:r-dofctit oi' the Geats in the p:t'i.:V-loua (XXXIX, 

2933 - 4�) ond, M the t otond or ee;iug e , io juat what 

the Ccets 1:l:lY cxpoot L1 tho nonr futU1•e. 

Dut an evon mor 

stl"ucturrl oohe 

:t.:-1 the 1 en.volo,. 

cr�cs: 

evidence or the poem• 

tho two =;..;_

ntt.cm' • i.e., !'itts JQC\'"VII and XXXVIII. .Ilitt 

10 ,:,,ith the Joint killing oi' the eh·, by Wigl ti:t' and 

Dco ' (2694 - 2'/0?n); 1.mt the ns edia.tely 

b take ct'i' ect on Beowulf' ( 270 Jb - 2723) • Bea\· 

:rate, that 

\'l'�a ciul sooaoen 

ron.Lizes his 

d.ogor-gerimoR • dee.<> ung, mete neah 2727 - 8

aoing death, he takes oo.n.solation from the faot tY1.<1t he h1::t$ 'bel':in 



... :ua. 

e. good king •� hie � � (2729 ... 4,) �'1d 

wi U) li �< b.b the �a..a.ua; 

l.U'

a.::,,rreJRJQr1.J,:tt10�B ' 

1hat c-21,nt,;, hegl,� '111d. tb the 4J' 

27) , l!fbrm :n�oMll.f' bai1..ra

lu aelest. 

- 1.e • , 1 t beHir1s -with

ld. 274Sb. 51.

ano111 a@vo:tal. 

.... t:tf thiir 01t0r:U.Ut"A, a,---axr.

• s (Jl,ttfiok upon

te th(S 0.®t 

_, t i'---,t:'l'' G-1:c, 0 J , .. � »·� •

2325 • 6. 

oh is f'inal\y 

in ->...O�VU • A& in 'Bcowu.l.f. u

OVON!OlllO by 

ttrlnki1.g he 

, $0 tn xn::r.n:

at'fm 

aoio' 

GodJ end 

* of

i."l ood :?$�M, SQ in 

ra.oe the dr>i'.'c!,"Ott -� i&

1& 01'1'.tlro.::i.� by $-Ot"J"O•, at 

llJ 

,\.AJ..V'J...L. ho t,u,ea tb 

a SG·;:,d kin� both 

o f�tml decision t1Q

di a.1on r,;;oow1tir� 

hia &OG>tl aota, in lffl $Al noll Min • and etJ t .w::i: ==

(2�5 .,. 2,)0) • 3�portir.i evid�l� f.\}r, the p,r,11.•allel 

1:Jei:rtttttn ti�� a�n i.n the f r.i.ot thi�t in 

li.!J.eS dia.nM': dra.t:.on • 415 des t:iC-'l (2,U "" J+l,-) ' 

J» 1013 tz,r,,,,::i three &'lticipnt'io-:m oi" t1l41 de1tl"UCti1jn in 

:n 

Ill"•· 

.t t�?.l' 

th@ drn(:jOr1 bi�(•@lf (Z3l�, 2:J3'1 2�• • ;) , liilt-t'nt'..$$, Whm.r� B@,)W 

,,u-i his ii".>..-t ad 

to:r-: 

o.dl'.!lt We to W!leleat :l t td. ll 'be, 



X-i.1.00.'l; 'but t,--;ey

botncoo .;'.�ta 

h�e tl,,rnuro, .. 

.. 113 • 

234lb .. -'• 

'"-ttv/ e rely 

by tl+e p��all�lB 

• 
�.«;on 

01'.l:ln(�!J 

,1bru::itly lo·1c oo:>ox�tiw 

U!"e • 'l't:.O tNt\.Our<l .e 

&1,ittat•.L..,n .10-t couldm,�c, dooinntoJ tne i;a 

r> in the ce-ic co.v,

oto. 

hin 

a_:,� 27')

thi 

h:Lo 

built 

3()1(!;'.'.nlj• c:J_Vi 

luivo o i-1.ow, l1tbt., 

�..cd-e'Jcl":!:ptiort ilJ int�rapC!rc.od. rl1 t!l phra.-w,o 

.cure n:1:th dc!Zth r:.."14 f11tilit}", • .m�t?1'M.t<l� 2766. 

int harm i: thnt thio do�or.1.ptto!l uot:.i 

1 

.tt :t,:xvnr. BS?rn_Q.f h1nneu· e.eooidoteo 
-·.-.. 

-

e ll!'o bLl.D been o�la f <»· tru, t:v::" ... .:i:i 

d !'or hr.vins cllo,1o4 b1Q t? ga.:t.r, 

tho ��.clNl"e hoe coo tt ldr.1. 

· cli:� 1c tl�t o 1.>arro1. 1:10

)ll04 - -'• 

. ~1.af I �--, etil-:a hf.D lutlt 

li.H) 47J nlno the



�,r .. JI ..... 
. 

lines provi 

·t t3

• llA-

,fmllllnkfl tn ver; 001�1 , u 

2813 • 16. 

to 

'iiMIUP$ in t.h� ·uau•row, 

l 

· .. XII d.so J'\.tmdUOod th$ �n (2' eq.). XXAVl:U 

� is 1m 

ft :fi.�!'.'A"l to M• ,,,, cu. 2111, 2m). s� , 

&ftW .. @ f'o�l bGidn with the &t. t 1lb0 

atolc;:i 'l:t-o �• 

veaw.JJh. low. 

'Qrllac.ld.n! of tl%0 trcMt'IU"O by 

tirh �?.e'lfCY.lrc) fol'!tta.."l 204. • 5,

to!.lw!\�J:J: 

his 4ct(ltl\ &Ul."IJl'OWl • 

�12. XXX.U • __ (liI �nd ,-, .. SVU: • thtn" 

.:I int,ttr.1ookit�� w:.Lth 

nut tiw ,...,1t'tll..,.. �at d,"$11 n?t 

we have aeH:1.1, 01:""· Wif;lai-.t, M it ,c Laat �hlr'V1 V:Jr ot

tt:Q' �u�d:1,;nui o.&i thi• to it.$ i\al d 

.t in ;(L!!. Al to 1:i built U."<il t $ f'iiwl. �· 

( 6 't:'1 f'\·1· ) .. ,�. • �v .. · 4·•A uh 1-�ita hi.a deM lor1.\1 5 tat.� i;i.eci!Aou

:tr,

'v � ... _ 



• ll5 •

to a-'�t.1iQ.\;: th�; �n• ' 

bii:M:·o-w. ;tietlttr is 

,. to tlie 

i 

ut a. lit 

UPV:!1.VOI!' wbn 

,u. 

•�"t-icu a pe:trt�n:-i.

but f\tnJ.1ll;;slJrnt�lly ioeoJ-""ti v� • 

$ 

to 

t,;> plea a �"""'1,fllnl

$"3 

Beotmll• .5 o, 

fil:' L"1 d1 :i.� t 

.t bur-.i.e,l thtl 

awn 

t1>� � 

,n, it 

��in· 

iv1ng 

�'SU.�lc, 

;:Le, 

• ut1,00 �·

z• 

poa•• 

• to Wld.oo

cmn:!i�f OM1;.?ti, (f. A.'l..'U.Ao.&. or

e.) Mt N\nnflBte:l to OMtoa X'<X\-'l! .. XXXVIII b:u;t w.

, 1ri,sie1 lo. tl\05,� Otmtos ·thoJ!."0 is ,llj; pr:a\) 

�on p<.:i-so 

be eq.;u_,y 

wbiob 

/t th:� bom.md.i;� o£ ;..: 

e /;A, l�,lti .,,. inlet.

'.At! :i� 

i:r;el• ti:iii

thaHI. ondi tQ the third 11rllV•i'l3<:lmtl'

ii! tto --1t)$ the �ecr11'1live 

Ui.lct1ene, 

t 24,01 .,. 1,,. �· 

thi.t.ir ( 21t.05) 

� $ jt 

OM in whic.h r:.e,,.-ru.tf'' G for�1iho.).trlfg8 

& ,.,t hia eeb revenorl: hia &tt 
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(25� • 2.$681 Jl lino.,) ona fldlu.t-(J (2,G!) • 2601, }3 linos) 

cultl:lnnt:inG 1f\ the °'-!Wr.a.rdioo of' the. to�J+riars. 'l!htoin.t1�ol.ly • 

on:o m!.e)lt. cauzgcat tlint tho cc,r,nr4,tco � the th.1.ot (Xt>:IV) ha.e 

ap� itaol.t t, the Nto.ir.oro (IX.XV). !ho ti.d.c.f, ble tho;ic.Uc 

9urpono acrvo4. diati.pper::.ro s'tor Uno 2.412. 

'l'hfll next &l1t z,,pec.\,a th:ta pattcr.ll in littlot Wi5lnt• b 

mo�ott7, told in ta1'!.1a ot l� t<.r betffflcn lord lllld ro·Wncr 

riot 1uo0CMJ� in feud.a (2602 ... 2632t '1 Unoa) 10 b4lonco1 

uf¼r Ui5l6'' a GPO�\ by hio fcd.luro to p�t .lk\;:,wult l'OCei VJ.us 

• i'�ul W'OU!Jd. (26�9 • 26J,s 2' li.nen)e AS \YO M'° IOC'Jl t 1A :1U.

;t..,\X\'ll, t!dth tuo o;.'WtllQ� '1:1.otol""J ovar tlta I>r-aL."OD eincl nco�rui__t•a

NCOUO()t1ona of hie �ign, tb.c th�e or lo,ulty bot7men ir-otflinel",

k!J'8 �1d poo-plo 11 ol&lm:l.no.toct.. But this a·JoiC\l Yision 1a s�or-

�b.Y• , �r r..ni t.lOS'O ioJwsonol 0."'.10 vi tl� tbo Na._,:>:penl'-

D.'le& ot t'r.o o>l,!\, in XXXVLII1 

Sino e* �, 
GQJ.d O:l ..;rw-:.-t,,, �co �n• 
ol1�m; �� ao ae Wjl'11o1 2761.b. 6. 

Dooffllli'•a vi�ion ot IA'tff 1\lrtl"IIJ �• ldntcon to 

cqn:aae4 llben hn bn.s lookocl OJl t!.!e GOld to�

truo�A 11 

eh 1)o gavo hie 

life; :4JSCC!1WA" 27;)3. �Ul#lta or :rcto btro(XQe 40.'lintmt in 

t.ld.D 'J)erl ot tl-.e p;:,� pno1.oc]3 in tllaaa O..t!I. 1n 'l'lhich tho !014 

ie 4ooor1bod, t.o., tho er.>rM.-ws &.114 tl'..e laa� t.10 tJ.�.ti of 6!0�>• 

(i) IIZ'ld {,1) - the oco<ma. lrJr"'1)3t cmt4lopo pat��.
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o oon sec: this pl'o"'

ut i'or the acoo ,a ti.,Jo 

ion, thc}mes and il:logary, ,roi"ked 

( J) • The tableau lihiOh be 

( deuoribc: !figl , oorruli' 
1 

the Dru Bon ond the re tP..i ':J.Ol"a a.t 

r,rcut 1e11Gth ( ?h2l - 2b)9: 39 linea) - but ml.'lko.s ;pra<;1tioally no 

mcntio ' the trefl$U%'0 • COl'l"OSpOl'l •' 's apeooh in 

thiG f'i. tt (pnvallclin I) conocnt1·c..tes on person .d communal 

vcluo�, and nmkos no mention of :f'ate. Th er'e spee ...... , 

rcmroaoh of' X'r:X:C{: l.lllcl nRo.i.n maken iJrnotioall: rci'orenoo to 

e or �•uto (ll. 2900 - 2313a). "'3ut he ends (as I hnve 

o ole'lr. in my .yaia: of'. • 102 - .3) by making liolt

contr3.$t between Hyg<;J..ao' a gift-cp.vinG i!\lld tho DrP..gon' s UBolooa 

t ure (XL, 3007b - 3027). \'/itl1 the treasure motif, ught 

of fate en,te1• eh io followocl by a third 

ctrol tul.ation oi' the trblcou, VOl.'S8 mov:1.ilgly 

desoriboG the dtmd udvorsnr·lee: Wiglo.f is now omitted, hov,ovor, 

s in�t•- th tho treasure, 110w s�en o.a ourae,u 

oon - oncf'ti_ 
bewtL-:i.c.(;... t 30�>1 " 

- ,c. 

Tot contc11t til p:r ss :f':t'Or.1 ono lovol of viaion to £1 ':10ther, the 

poet in hie last "reoonoil:lntio11 of el.l. three 

levol3, Gi vin{; cc.eh i 1:s duo pl o.ce. •t�1blce.u' device is uoe 

(:ror the .fourth time) to bc£r-in Iiitt XLII (3058 - 3075): it vi{.::>i-ri:; 

the ro.tos of Beowulf ::md the Dror.on explicitly in relation to 

the curae on the treasure, r.hilo diaoooiating BeowuJ.f from � 
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morel guilt (3071,_ - 5). I11 1.V:l.gla.i''s la.ot opcech, '!lcowu.1£'s 

death is seen aa his •met1 f'ntc• cmd as the torr·lble pr:i.oo 

of' the trouaure ( cp. 279) sg., :C007I:t): 

heolct on heah-.cesoe�. lford ys gcvccawod, 
Crimmo Gegonsen; wros pat gtfo6e to awid 
�e pono [peod-cyn:L:1t;] pyder or.tyhtc. 3004. - 6. 

It ia loft to the last ,£i tt i."'l tLo poa1!l (>�III, :,:1.37 -

3182) to bi'ints our three levcl.s of menn:i..nr; inJ"° i'i11ol juxtapooi tion 

an(i rcco:.oilio.tiou (o.f. ®nlysio]. Constructed e.s a last tablec.u 

of n syi:u:iotrJ u.�equru.J.od in ·the poc:11, it dc:.;cr.ibe:, the hero 

(int!�cluction 11. 31";;7 - li-2: 6 lineo) :md thou the three stages 

or hi$ i\meral l-i tee. The poet u::ms the oymbols he lla:, been 

d.r.vclopu1t; th1.•ouGhout tho poem to moko ei oh scaio objectify 

ono oi' tl:.c lrJvols oi' moaning wo have soe�1 dovolop ! the comruuaal 

thane (pY?'c and Gu;.itioh womct11, ,;143 - 55; 13 li'":oe. Cp. liil.t.lebu...'ii, 

iVealpoo\'I et al.); the the:ne of impcX'sonnl rutc (barrow ond treasure 

3156 - C-0: 13 linon. Cp. Lant Su1:vivor, BuQ1':ulJ''a la.ot COlll;na:1d, 

cto.); and tha tha:io oi' pcr'flonn.1. -e:toollencc (WcuTiors I la.,-.cnt, 

3169 - 3102. Cp, Soyl:1 p1•clt1Llo, ope."l:1"16 throe lines or poem). 

Perhaps tho moat icyortm1t thint$ to i�ecl.ize about this lMt fitt, 

:aw.uuin0 up o.s it docs tlJc p;)e;,1 as a r:hole, is that its thomco are 

ju-.ctaposed. no"'� .oubordi ·wtti,.l to one another. The trcaourc £!,!!.,mm 

lii'qg 3J. l",7 (hy,1e se ;;e_ �.YJ.;1.o t) but :i. t cannot destroy IJooi'iUl.f' a 

61-ory. !for cro1 the lament ottho Goatish woman be tekcn o.a a 

crl ticiam of Beowul.f • s ki ·1f;$hip, even :i.mplioit;, but as an 

exp1'ession of how greet & loss his nat-:Lon has sut'f'ered in his 



.. l.l� .. 

�uoitlg� Dr. Sia, �•�truly (1�65, P• 58)t 

"Tho tvrol:K),liriG,& ot wr.r aro bo&t tnk� 
p�rt Qf th.o poetic rcv1':..--s�ta.tlon et a. 
}lf';Opl.o•• grio!' and f� tittCll'\ th, L� z:;retit 
killfS a!o:;. I hnvo note& earll•t-r hi.w QU@ 
tt.w 1f.Z':"At1ve ia oolo�iti by tbo J:P.: 
-,oet � elwia. to C�kl"�. Ite.i'o bio tJ:,ffi� 11 
'lt:IJ\g � le dt.aAt' &d ·� b"'1 
oocatii�n t� � c.m � •� :X.1vo 1an, Witld'1

l'••'" m.r.bt �� t.:1 t4� et the o-onfi4•� 
lao-po& or �lAII· eo�t• for � htrrJr@ UTlMJ" 
eo ��un1,.ns a l�ff .. " 
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/Ja! IlI: so.;m c: AL 
-

:,loillU.iJ.V..,J • 

t 

na't.1.oiu 

oonoluniona 

,, the A,t,t.!, 

b A.,... ........ :� toroc;o:lug 

.41 vioio111u thi.o 

tl�ca111 io bt>rno ou, by tho •taUatiool t:mlyaio perfor-.lVJd by 

�. Wes (Api)�d!x DJ. ,t!t!9Ml,X. � ore Mt WIU.l\lly ac.U .... 

nuf'f'ioiont 'chq)te:-.:,' c� bigbl.y..pnttorn 1e-��CI

like xnt, XLIII). li0VCU"thelc,ao, tho •OQti:ont<l 4.lvWono eomd:Jt­

ently 11:ll'k chensoa ·.ln ewpbntii,, contnota. or di,iifiot...nt pl'O&l'Ofl­

a1ono in �;o thC!!Coo or ati.1;:,.a1,b� -or tho poco. 11lil'dl.1', thoro 1o 

a lar�, et101.mt of o9'1�-we to lnu.10: .. to tha.t the £1 tt.o, are uod 

t,, 'blrtl4 Up lni-«7er pa.ttern.D 111.thln the po=. FUt:! ore o.voi-nl 

�,. 8")U,od u contracting 01• co.t!1l)lo..")O.Qto.cy p�o, cocb rxt tbo 

t.tj!,,",.it, a.voloptns o�c aapoot at c ocsntr"1 oJ.tl.&nUo.o in tho po�-. 

(tmrer�, e�cnacl i:l�t. ii.ml �i ... od.tJ, GA11�.r.1 • 0 llotbot" nabt • 

Ha-opgu• o S��!'\t lt#$�b� fl,pino:lc cto.) 'l'2lo £ii: t1',! tdl 

z�llOtx-ioC\lly !:nto lr..ri30r cro1..'"'>s ilt throo or ftvn. 'l'bcro ia a 

pr�,ureaa.1.on of' � w r,ood witlrlc cac.'l �up. i-JJ.i ·tbo sro�a 

echo m.1 oontaraat td.t:, OMh atbo.r in a wq GMlo�Wl to tho 

eont�uta �'4 pi�,O,"'eauono botwoon itv.11'1.tiu!'Jl £1�:t:A• f.o.�tc,1;;.r_. 

�tlvoJ mcript1?n1 al'iar�tmcoti.o!'\ Md 41.alogue tW'O sUhor .. 

4.tu�te-1 to thi.:; ti�tio 4c\•4loptat:llt built 

oo tl,c� :lnoon.s1.tttnci<lt in tho ne.rr�tiva OQn 

throlJ&h tb• (,itt!l, 

.,ocn o.o om.11:cd by 

t:ho roccaa1 ty of &wel·,vins thtJ thecD.tio rattern. ::tu.a §>Nocon 

io not hor.e"1.• n.�. 'but a con1iatc;").·!-.y 1�lloc1e<!. tQohniq:u, d'l!ol1 

ruikes nf tim poe:a un omotioru,.l u,11ty. 



t 

•



.. J��,;;�! .. 

�;;J1i�.'.iP:J�-1.._:� t.!lfl {�l:t(t.:1 'tt,H, !�n. �� ..- ;--/l·�4;J:'i'}j 
1 

i?t ?,\ i�JJ.-l\1�0,>!:} j /.'·'• 
• . ...:�' ,, .. c,t�t -,� -.� 

1�1 ;Q}_''\�.r�:1"t�1�i otl t.rJ.�Jt-:->.t{;..�l;itXl. tX�l rn�tri:t{�t,5 fJ1;}, tt�).-$. •.i� t:.(1t:::l;,t1 it.�J::,.

. cl f/tld ,1-1.<; 2/;J"ld .tii:·i �J:nrl • t,c L1. <) �f;l j\f'} • 1;;t,tu,:'0l:t:r• t:J:-on:1. the ,1 U�·.'.':r• • 

·:gut th:h :;,J�.,\�,��,,pQ�;i t!0n i� tV,it .r,:J��::V�':.i:r�, to 1,;;;; .�.:.::

.:�i!.:.�"1Jl f'1_ 1�)(�:3 I· ,_ ' r,4J J,.,.]/ l"Oe;t '•J;":i:ii <°:rl 'tJ.H:f 1tJJ 

�t the :th°•ijt 
,it;s it t") 

th.:it h&r;; h�1.::ti. kor1t 
lli.'H�t brJ.ne& int; 

;lii rti{';, d.�tnJ.l, not 
·�Ptlt).1t!;1..t\i tzf, but when

•; � .,h '.i,,\_"' ..... l''"� 
t! 

J.,.-;.w..U �,.;'.t lllJII"""' ;1 a, 

th.in l'.{,;,:o'.; .:dJ.on • li-J: ... 1r R!J(;,�;tia • , i� fil), �.t, le ('J.f� 

•r?iJi{(�•r<�� �\) -i_Z,l) 

e:�}i.8.f)do.,)

�K)il��t?pt:ltJi't \.{f..j �t/,'t��- C u: .. ? i. --t:r: �f. f, 
,i'. �, 1fi t\Sf:Hlti!'iY���i th.,\1, t 1��fJ,rJ�n4-�{;, th.t; 

CT';,ts.o.)_,r, s,n:$ not. l'it in: -.,d .. t.h 4,n�/ &t'i,,tdirii·· m,�'P¥:x:! t')lt-ttl,i&�t :t fi

,l'Jt oontr:1.buto t<T t1 J.i\�,r • °thf�K:·\_f.i�(lTe :i tB, i��l 1)t'1.(J:::-,t t-�

1 t\t:.ft.r.;)11i $}\:)��;;rt t .. :.:�1t"•:iiy •·

\�,,, t:i� irt J!V�:t tit]l 1 t1?:i.t.d to r�ictl.i�·,r t}:;1 i,;. 'f'U!.,'1,5$ 

in, · tiertl :ltt!;; ,:i., l,;ti..:i, � trhi.:>11.,- k;�iz •-r,'-tm,,,�f'Il;im"$1 J,.ml 'r<,1;.>0-:{'

il•:)i; h� ,;"';, fiGv:tco, U<:tf}:i. 1ly t::i ve e�<;t1 e�plii{}·J.<:;- • r1It"'tc4:"t1l�l� t 

v,.;,lue,•. 1.r�l·ie <��1�1�plit:;.!/� {';J" eZ(l; l1bi t.n �;".;.fA r;_��r:t11:,x�i z1 f::lV)�;ft:r;��J.ttfl 

f.�!td ,d(t\ti�t1l{)Jlil.-e'.f>.t t �: it\ll t:ta tt.n .,;-� );rrl,1Qip:l.e oi' u.rd.ty in, 

t)M'j j;FJ�Ji• �h!t.$ };it'() .-$$ittfi!. iLi n;�rt ,, to he .5u 
.f 

t ii� li\D�t 

Hi-':1j,;;.J:"n .;_J1l":..'¥J.t't�l Vt7: 1?0•,1 Clt' �;,O\trJli, "' 
r 

It is .h<1-:tNt-1.ri)tJ: .. · tf; C{jt�,t:t"'tf1l 

Gi'l'.'(<;,T,J.tL,d :<:; pi•:tn<>Q.�1.e in ,,;�:b;�.t'ti .lYl�J .. ,�: ::1!:� tJ.{.},;:J,t�.:,t:�-;;i1◄··iti 'rttt tt1t:, 

!��: . .t(:-t,, -r-�;1 tJi•;o�e -�1-r· �_:,{>U::i{t ��1l r;1:tc:1t. !r:. ;1·ti3 ;j tlJv,1:Lflt.·L :?.(� 'j"i<F)!,t,

. ...... 4 1,; t,� ;-:J J. c ·t'. , (1,{. J,, 12 * l::,·i1 '�,:.:: .:: :

�i �'t>1.l!tJl1 ::1.� �-et.ttJ.d. tt l)•t)tf�1 
... t u., D:,\.'

• 

�r, - -_:1;}1[;,:;.
tF}(�Jl ,.. ,!:\ �Jt .;�·�::." 

13 -, 
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(\!' 1�,g:i�� i;;tru�tUL'O • 
J ill 

Qlll'Oil!.2.(11� 

s •r�us.io� • tJ.tN(ltw."O 1;\l uaorJ. t'.1 ;,�d.�e V0 l.t'iity 

to .. \{tt�w t�t".tl�_. \11-iicm 

A• M ,o h� f'il:llil$ OJr.\)l'IOQOeJ t�ta • fJt � ,. ,.,t 
.. �,.,� 

in VJ.1ot•• po�= 

.. 

,'.}!' 

t)��-. ()i
> 

f.aY:,t' 

:r::r ';Jl;j) 

n'1,t \;io;i.on� 
mt, th:t·q1_; lfl; 'I. eh

[q�t,.,d .. , uto,...i. t,,• 152]. 

A ft:i.�t. '1.--t\-lt,h .t :l;$ to :s t.z',:,; tt:li hei-o io -�i�t ' 

l!.".tHd. :1, � nr1t $());},to f'IJ\kvl i,. tt.:�, t;-01-\litm'tt .,;Jt_i ldr1,'i .3:f b-�1-�� , but,.



r\-� it. \%:"0 :, {', l.""<'t ,,)it J.! s.i�t -t t;�J 1 .-U iJ.l��:-..,::titS • � t, � - t tr..�-3;..� 

rri $ }i•rri.nt Cl.lilt*� ;, J?. J./�/f) � 

't ,,��1--�l.:::Jt o.l�c 11t::'. oe�:t ,� ·�fb,c.r1 tiu 
t0; f :t EJYiw.t-. an ®iU, 

I .i.1.�,t:--ir,lJ. {}Ot.-U, n 1 t
f,} ... it llrtii.� ie<1 

i&S-.\l:,$ �er Vi/ley i,o,1.evee-.. t \lhllln \St ng th� o:rt;l¼n:i •• ,rttif.:in 

c�tr 'ni jl",,Hl 'fq m l�>�<:t t ) 11):r<:r·z:�d<n).-

lil!';,iGh t, ,� Of..-"l ot ,)J./,4)3: 

J:�:ld in oo�l ·e.�� th. '!l� 

'pl.:.,t• IH.'r'V'6[1. t,.U it • t1, tb" itl bJ,l&et � ,.,  i,1,Jr/lr,y'

er.;l wo Ul-1;:,n thQ i'\�,u.:t ·,•:.�S • :,ii: 08 ·fl l1 t-i '\.�J �lUOltt11.J Sis 

t..o rrtt �l$ irvb:hSi ·�·

·• %) 1.»:1:' rt.a of' 

�o.tat. h1t-s::.,.si•t_y the �,l,;'-.(::t"U;lir.!$ Dt-m \).t' e ). �· 

-1;$ t;1 '. ¾',; ::ii:� i� 1:ri 1'";i�.�Nl [{i), (J)j 

in t.y -;:11' j•�nJ,:Lg n w�; th trl,i,::. ltlil� s f atii:tY� t. 

U;:.1-a- {. e.5., ;'., e) • ( �) J �d, qb �•� e:J.it,1. rl \f';},,:il�nt :}i;vl, �UCtlOtl 

:1.',M'h • .i. vu • 

� -;:)i'" ,.'i,ngJ.o.:2:, l)t1H �1:1y PtwU-i t,"', .$

};-;att l'lY!C cr.t :f'.'o,1)li, -1"',� � :tt Ji h1 
�.!•'<Vi ,ly tit.yl.ii�d. !\ CQ�tVf,•i\ti.fFli!',l w 

&\1tlo,, .Jlf)t�·-·t�it 'tli ;�:e tk :o�?i �;,l �t·ti \½-' ·ci.'fn':nr 1",?z,i;;e ry,_'f! ohjfM,tti d �t-tui,tic,,J$

::-�f v?rt ·�;t: '1. t t�:1 � .. t�{ ,.

t -� t tltif,·; tf.,�:H::1 �.o·lotu-i' 

\'I½:�:� tt 1rttl�.1�0 :_�,r :t�-3�\ p�-o:If�•�it ,\1?.d 'rt�1,:··t1 

·• ,, .. u· ,........ lf.i'\')J 7 �- · H. • �:� ,: ii,..,_,., �••.h,�lt.t� ._. \..,i�u i-P ,it) t,;njJ.t��,r+ rij 
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only 

uind et� poo:m 1n ., 

'tt\:tb battlo cna 

difficult thu 

,aantG � pr.-,3, 

oh tboco . .nmi-oy-.:1bolio obj �cl,

at. � v�t. • • tcn_t ,u tho.ll in ou.c aoruse i.oaa 

cm poo't bed to or®to o. Dtylo 1n 

w?i1cb• by 4u.otnt:lnn 'from poems o--r pnat ccntur.1ca, be CO'uld Juxto.-poae 

:!MMO,a with 4<."QP edl ol()�r .. cut flsar.>eintionn C'or o tvnder fvr..UJ. 'i.." 

d th tho pooUo tio-n. A.'lG'.i-o .. �n!ton ML\ a llitblY doYolO?cd 

ai;Yl• c.n4 a t'UU � or r.iouto en<\ eituc.tiowu b• «>ttld ooncontroto 

on or,tNlit1t16 thoac olalCnt.8 into la�eei- �ttcm:s. 

rua p&'b�ne Qf tooUtllll (ea u.111.il.r16\l1&.�oa. tro� ovaitG or 

i� .... tboui� tho cliot111ot.i�n 18 llfl'Cr r.bGOluto} 1D Utd.TCl"ON. in 

hlr"-lo..Sa>::m ,PlXl�• It ia eD:Uly econ 1n at,�.!!rA�• were tho 

nt:l40a 1n tno patterza cl'e purAllclt-4 bt tho •voi004' mioh thu poot 

u.,os. �·u, � ... 9.£l!a. (l - S) 1o 1n tbe third pc\"'00n1 o.nd. otate� the 

��a t.J bo wtkcd o�t in tbo poa:a, t:-� e,c!z1id.$4 

and 
............. ...........-i,-"11111·•t ■r 

dov� Ul l)m'DO 

te1•.2a in .acp�� (6 - 2:),1-) 1.n ,G \J(1:ndm"e 10nal 

pl18ht ( G .. Ue., 19 - 290.) for or 

or tM neoceet� � pet10:1co (llb - 14, 15 - 16). 'l'ho tbir!l. p�rcon 

;e.in pr�do:11.natca in ac!?�n.P.. (21b .. 57) GS tbo nc.rro.tor i-e­

tatoa tlw Ylt'.ndcnll"' a c.uff crinGD 1n ecnorDl ,mrr,e,.t1 To tcn111 J th1 

tho rw:'1.'iitor [es9t,1.o}l g. 1.1.noi. 58 - 67J ,clmr,aoo to c."l 0Jq>lic1t 

rectgil,!ug in f.'10:UC �;r.d ho:.lUotl� to;roo. ln th!.� ,oct\.on � 

thtmeG .&4'0 Ot:J.to1 .oh t'rt'IMCiltLI ot Of" tbo 

•;,lo(� and aoot1on J.: tho.t m;purl�100 to;choa ��o vorl4 io 

t�."la:.tor.r. (50 • 63) o.n4 tho.t w'l.11110:i C?aO& only m.t,h �crieno� 
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(6.•► • 65). The&o Ulw® CN t2l 

etr!ve for me1do:,• Cb:i.CJh :.le eoen M eelf-t. 

,eel; '� CW! f4l,}.llt 

aclt..:1-u.oWled6c 

(6f:; • 72h o::1d ettoinmmt of 

tbat �o rl\lJvt,\ .i.p truru,ieut (7J • 87). \"c:'J.? 

tt..ot 

t�, at tbo 

cule!oat1'>n of tbe40 thet'!ot the� r�.a 1:o the tirnt poreon 

f.A�J!.Jl., 88 • llOJa but tho 'pct"e-Ot1nl' voico Qt tha Wan®: •

tiho ics n� S('ltm &.!I ft9A.�1� !r:,']$'!!• �• with tbo ��onal. • 

U?.iivonal w.l.0®1n rceohc4 by th& nNTlt.t?i,- S.n. tho e,-..ntrol •oott�.�. 

» cna c. 'rho nan,,.toz-, spoek!i16 1u uniW.!NDl t�1iAS, npcoka the

2pilo8'1& (lll .. U5) \"ducb oloeUy pareJJ.olm. tbf3 !)t\ilosu�= theo,,

11no.s 1!1.t�ke OlQl1ct� ttuJ r,r,co�iilUittUon errl.v� ot 1n tho pou.,.

'ft� .�·f'SC>ntal s\&N'�1.ng hu 1n hct murgod �nto -vcnusl eti,pW,ionoc.

The itru.atU\"D or tbc -poem ie V4J't'f ttucb tbt.t or a mueiosl 

�odtion, 41- "t'J.1"..in-ohJ'tii,t -��j •. fur o�.r.t,,lei tee tm 0&11tnl 

'1?:0Vc:tW-nt.o• (:a I C) nan1c:ea 1,y A � P m1dl � 'both 1n. t11o 

t'it1at ,�r40:u yet tho central scetit.t?.O ht,,90 euooc� ii, ehe..�g.1.ng 

rau� t.ht» 'l:.ey• or at%:l,·>apbtlt.a or tho pocr.i• &n4 at) in � 

o_pil.oau.a tho thCJ:1oa ot the pl"ologuo Ol""l rc-.1ta'Wl:1 l\ttll rc00n"1led, 

t.hey hll.VO hffn .cqlcrkly tt'UW!ltomt7d 4ttritc the �m. In the 

ii�M!ml th� 1s no �1t,ti i' �ns $1.d. ii.lees 1'lcw.o ba'U'o 

bocn trru"\l'Jf@metl tr.to t0<•1Una,. Mld tl�c tnel.itlti l)&ttOlNl.Od. end 

d'Qt'l!Ptmec.\ b7 the �,tatcoer..to or �,_ the:101111 f�. Stol1-d•1a �a.r.ont 

G'll the toc.�'\1(1u o1• Y.catis•e �Butor 19161 11 awUaable to � 

�� \11�1 very little r.iodi�icattona 
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ti f£r.,eto::::- 1916' in not ,fi p· 
;t1ocm .• fQr it i:l co.p;,,.'blct Cl 
pr.rn;,h:re:.I�; but no pw�l".r.::no 
\Ip �1:) p�•e lit�,. 'l'.'hr, Cl 

ito suh3Qct ih �,t 4cscr1bca l)U� ro-
t:1:g..1'liiJ:itd. �� {t.t�aJ ot the poo� cro ... 
no 10;1.p [ooo.-:$a] oil ciU but �3�:i\wlo tbut 
tf.:ko lltl!J in tbo W.ilti... 0-.lt Ctf tha Qlcm 

.. w:�nA O<>'tltC!!\.'?lO:U<m of � p&".tiou.'lC!.,.. 
!V®t ••. ,. (thQ poot] to.�.bi.Qn• .an itlcr,;, 

1� atc:n4:;I tor ell $Uc:b cv(;a'lto :ln b, 
hi.Gt�:.-;y. 11 (l.9,0..t ll• "°) 

�. prooiXtllJ tn n ru =>N �lwz 1�f!l.111c::-.� but on.e not 

1'lldic.nlly i'ho CQotional •J.d o!" t..lw opern:1.ng r..;rolf,?0 

[(e.), (b), (o)j i °'?�ttrut!Yol;y oi�le one 1>!" £f,)Od vox-oua bad, 

J.tr,it Vl;%"8 Ml!'l:Jtit :f?!l ctu,il;, OV1)1"C(.111!ot !"�1.i.ti-.A• Dui•l. 'lG 

the t.roea�-�v:\n& [0:J\')�? (4)] tt 

�lo.)t, '11th t1i., '!:.'1.nn .. �ioo-i�.t 

,traoupl�110 'boooraon t
w
r f.lO.,i.-o 

�,lpcou•a ,&1-ft of .Hy4ol{:o•o 

dn�. :. 

ti�l 1c c 

n'.>t .30 ®t.-t.nd..drl.O\l &0 they :it f.u·:st 

cl •lMntto.1' • r.\-'lthttr i'J,c.ht ( C\.�' o)]

'il?ll.r.h ct.J."()&Sa.1 the litu.tut•ionti or �• In tha· ��1t trunoitit>n 

{Groupo (t-j, (a), (h)] thn co c,f �m1a c.,,ttH,"clVi'11.\<iil by i.ho 

poot a,;p.,.. .. , J:f'!1XWr,ly � l.' tainc1' io D

t:,t;oth1:� in!ll.Af'!'i.Gicnt to: ot Jd.l eI'1 

MlO.'l ti�lplco5 t�·cl.blc po�r or n�tio.nal teu48 

ffv.�J>.>bci"lij • !i' ,h �3 i.Jl ,:;,,-, :, r=i, 

t�.'l£le\'in,...,!Ji ,1.1� (){" tb.-in)GU:r wd Uys<'l. 

tcnib:I.o r\tfil �'\!}t,�'11 of t!:w dl•�..,n• 

·,ttIJ. .Mc11.mlh.'1.le tl,o 

G\lCOoodtld by th� 

1-Qa Bo:>i'Nlf &e�a 

ont t.J Yrtn. TJ-10 lovol 01." po�,: �"1.itics r.."'ld lo:,clty io 

i.evcl.lG:;,cd in the t\oUotw of nco��).l!" u ldnc C!7d FiiltL� M 1"'.tcd.no:l". 

,..,he lt:Tcl. ot eot'l.'!l.Wlt>.l. :f'ortw,c.n 1n dc'fr.lopod i.:·, t.hc, r.n'lrtinoo.n0,:1t: 
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f the S�:tiori ll'M"'D. !lv.t tht. ��u:-� boo ,�wu.4y the 

c«1t� eJ'i;JbOl 4,\:;\�, t�ns on o,.C!'t..">1,ea t.roc bot!l ·t.� pr.!"OOne.tl 

ena �iW\U lfl'iilG of �na beCl..'\f:l�G i,;ru_, mO/lJlD ot U'!itinG t't-.cs,, 

iutr, A ��<;�+)%it '1·econc.ili:1:ti0n q,f OpPOG1 tea• ... DW:J i 1ts 

fit'� t ll?)?C{i.1."•"�ntftr- tr�"U.r"� ie �l,,l)eO oii!.tf.'J. W1 t.h tlw t.-ructior-1 

ot cm �cicmt .�QO;,loJ Doowult.11 in Ms lnct a1�eoc1� t!t�� hie li.f� 

,&l 1'1w ,pi"i�o pt.�.tl tnu," 4.t,., Xu tlin. lrust t1fS.t£l (If 'tJiQ pi,c.,� it 

?mei)mr,s tlie «);1ei�tQ o;q;.roardQn (>I, th,at � �tch rw.oa lx,th 

tho hero Q..'14 h1tJ :n�U·m1. 

f?u.t tt.o tbeea lu.tQl.1 .re kept: eopwato to tbe t}'l"'.4, '»Oh '=1ith 

:1.to o� �·t\1:1.�ity. '1"1io troctsltt·!ll Q..'\Y ocuao BCPlimlf'' t\ uco.t.b. but it 

Ollr°l .1.'lfl�enoo hie a�t,.�� ru:d.thm- in. tb2,G lltft :no!' � tbo 

l�OX°t� With t,it, .. '-1 " ... d:!i:,:r,1 :ui.m.tmt:Jir.• t}M) be11t Cif' 
=="'..::+----•·•· ........ l,;.Qil. ""'" 

.l:�&��t.� kV tt�tllletie int�l'prett\tio!\ � lhl!-ut.Jlt boo ·to 

my�u� �t1'!�� t.!\� Ai.\!""'£:'§W.9- of t,1c poi:-ul ow! ot· ID-1t. nnI in 

t1t'Ji'tieul�•, J:t ':'idll not do ta ru>ti� Vf,,rbnl, pc�:.,,llol-i ho�, 

P�.!l(iOG .1.a ;t\$;,'l,\� rJl� pbr«'Ule:& in (;Vo.l""'...l;;' rol1!".,l,.ot.U! l.i te:>"."O.�\L�. 

fur �"lylC :ln tl:o Pi� :[et. Goldm1.tb (1962) .39'.) ,.. 61 • 'l'b.o� 

�-> DOutQntu "118',';(i;ll the U.tla?a;:>het'Ct of ��iWtllf Pt'nllcl" +.hat Ctf 

didacUo lito1•�tv..."'fj ... (o.t; •• ll. l.7<l .. 1es. tr]G/., ._ 6) • but lt.r 

o;,o �.tmta ,r�• l!lt"'6NDn1on or �d �Uehout tJ:.s �vJ,tt�o ,:>t ,t�J...l 

i.i'l ]Qfl,.,:t!lt" tr..eno t.n.3{�n.ti, lll'.l �011e11t ll()t L1 th��.:::., ··�•:> "')l)IC, in 

.... �.+'""� ot• t�\i.i,ma., ��an')!ric ·ttica' tri\q>hr:1.nt. 

r;,.1Q. ttio <:.lutdkO, �.eh tho,y hot.t, build llt)• nie :po!Jtt it., m,t ,�10re 

-ti!:c: ·po,.)t hn.o f.'oi��"l t-J.� llltra�4:fl, \•tii1 '¼"but ho nu �ono 'iT.lth tt,t'2. 
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.ltPPremu A: � 111.JJ.ffi!'lat� W TfiB llIV:W!Q

mo � aii,:, pn:a�1e:.i·ta.,y ocw..:od in tl� t'P.lm.l!l orip t. Loth 

aori.be.o bof!,ln •cmob. W1 ttl d\ il lei�. om�,tr>l. �.I.foal ·•ttoi-. 

�ox.·it� J:., 11, tuiUtio�n, ol��y� l1Se\100 n line blunt:. h>tw°" .. t tbo 

� �toopt ¼»"on• [J,;1 XV (��u;,:!.t,e,� P• .1.,7} .. Si;n!'ibc A on::bt 

t, t.ttt With e :tull utiQ.P• a:Y.l. -1>olu.&hoa tl\e n,mbcrs �r hie 11ew

scct:!l.o!i t1i tb e dot. h.!'ifc»tir- ftll4 t.,f"�J� [ tt,ur., s .Y.XIt 111] .. Sc:d 'Jo i 

o,i.;14 bi!J tt..td� usuoll:, '4i"tlt n iutJ. "1,;op. cix til'l!Jo �ltb 0 

idgn ltk♦ • t• • [\lO.fol"O .t,_,.:;,a 28111 }:S, ,O, l.2; ,._,) c...'1!1 let.ve.1 Q,

·J.:.t,.r;o blen.'c onq O!'l.Co, hei.'arc •n:;utn•.

!'ho n�rini of tbo �'?li�.OMl '18 1'10'b c:1.1.lit• l'IOf.ultJJ.•� end tlle 

rth 3�t.i.r� 1n tuil. �?.-:.W.f.. &».� �� bwo nwll:ic� 

a..,.vtoioM, ir. <x,�-:,cm 1>tl th too Jl!'l\i.WJ Uo.m.tGcript, �O!"e !!$?a�.� 

-'"'�a BX«! �:i,!5V. Cl'!> rm::ib�r!'jd concea11tiv-oly l • LV, Qr14\ �.L:!:ft.1 

�!. ,J.a�, t'Cf�.!'04 to i'a tlm mMuacript �'3 • u1.t>s.:.ir :et• io tltl:/11.)0N<\ 

I • :XII. In 1':ho �f�li D;1ol-:, ElC't'.o its n�:ibf< Ii: ... '£'I, tho

nu:l\mr.1\� of Da.'Viaj,o:lll I, ll, .Xt:t io �tted �� tho ot::lo,-. po'tll,.l.e 

Gl'O not "1,,!11�bcrc1. .?fOi"c� Of tlif; QCOt1�� di'1.B10tlB 10 t.\.:..� ;XtJtCr 

B-,ok ere n\Obvr�. �® wo on:::t oa� tbot �--11a 'PIJ.;..'l.1e �c 

oon.oiot,:ntl.y UViC.cd 1ntn oaut10:1a, the m.�ibeii.r� at thcso aooU�ns 

1\\ rn c:srmoi.: . ,e. ' ""h io tlUch loi,a ,ntton� to 'b7 tll� acl'ih co. Mr. 

Bli,nii Mnurcn mo �at thio 1� o O\.'l� teQturo or �M•val mom.1:.\.orJ:oto, 

f'4) t-0r GJ:.!1'l.;>1-0 1'11 tho EL<l4.�.!t� ..... C?f rm�!-L2ll.• 'rho 1r.t.'ec;\1.1.Cl'i tic• 1n

th1"} Be:>mlU" mwui,03/';l.pt �-413" th,1tt be a.ooidont.nJ.. The f'nUcr.r.lat; 

eypotht1e,in I wU.ch. atteoptn to ao<'.ou.it fo1� tll• in ·t\ r,�tiomJ. 
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manner is pro1:mbly unneces:,rnry. 

1l'he Int:t'O(L-uctor/ cn.nto -.1f wulf :i.s urE1u1horod.. The nurnbering, 
--

beginning at 1. 53, is rcr�uJ.ar 1..mtil .fi.U y;_;�:rl o.ncl from then c-,n 

::presen·t-a sone interestinc pr::lhlc:ns. In tLc follo,•r111c table, 

notice t1mt sm.�:lbo 11 bog£:n nork vr!i. th t! 0 word mo1.11:.£. in l. 19 39b • 

thuo in the m:i.clclle or o.:•.nl;o ,::;{\!II: 

nor 

' 

Ji. 

u.l :;crr:.t'i.o,.-:
pos::;lbly
by Jl

A 

,\. 

B 

n 

.. 

·{·, 

B 

B 

. �;TC•:I, tho four rni:xLw :Ln no-ticcd>ly 
hcn,vicr scr:L�Jt • aa thick n:, -thu:t of' 
�)cri'l1e B • 'l'l1C60 wi;tlms OOVC>l" tu-iy 
dot which mny h�•.vc i'olJ.0•;1c,I the 
orir;in& nwabm•. ;:�upitza sUJLcsts 
:>.n nl tcr:·,tio11 fr-0,:1 y::,:;:v. 

·-.:-:Y: o,1ci. 1T'..' )1Un0.rrJ. c:1vcrccl. 1)y a
modern blot, raid so illegi1Jle. 

:-�{VI ori.1:-;ina.lly "-�rv:c,:: but last 
ri:J ... n:'.l.1:1 C1"�:-�./:;c,-l 

:·:::.1-:r__)� or��-! ·t/1 ... :J]_::" �c:·:�'":_r�::r_-.-;: T),�lt 1�_,;Jt. 
minim erased: accon.1'!. clot; n:Ydcev:bly 
1")n1---

t
l

·2;:)r:1 lant :)�,::L3-t;J ,i;_-:; n1i-;-lJJ�t ... 
ooni'irt1s et•aaure 

J.._\\r:[�L�[: ctl t��ror7 f·��-'• ... ·,�11 :.:�,..�:�/I!. 

Lin.c 203 ): :,·:'.) YHll'lG).'0,l, Ct'r1:Lt 0,l 
let�:;c.?.·" .L\.;r UJ0�2_t u 

:( ·:;-::[ 1
1 u1� t�·JreJ.. 

L. ' . i' . J·; 1 -1 -___ ,._ ___ , -: .. e �!V21,,. _;_-nu.ncr�-� t1 1n.:i.ssi·:1{j 

�-{1, 01Tl:'.in(u.J.v ;:i,:t: but 1:cst minim 
erascz.t 

XLI Ilegular. 

/;�pl tza. 

::jupitza 

'.'.Jupitza 

, . .,vt..

76 

80 

83 

½u:)1.'tzn 86 

,;u,,i tza 90 

�ju,;_:ii tza 9 3 

?.witzn 98 

Zupitzn. 130 

itza. 13 

iupitza 135 
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ia • Q.f cour�o •. tho fitt be�»u.n.!3 Z).39, 

(IQ tttts ;�XVI!! and :�x.:u. g 

fttt is 105 li by.- [142 lin�a) ttnd 

Xt;t: tll2 lino$}! ll'1t;t {10:S l:1n$a} ii @J.ao.i,t u lo!·.a, o.n-..i tilN!lf'\ 

no vor:, 

a or aver, tfif,,l .leb: of 

)t • 

f p.o, 

tn !:'. rt t'Ot> 
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S'.PATISTICAL i�fiLYSIS • 

The lengthe � the 1£itts• in Beowulf' oan be &.rran.6ed a..q a 

frequency distribution, i.e. a. list oan be compiled showing the 

numner of •fitts• havi:n.g ea.oh of the possible lengths from 4-3 

to 142. The distribution is very scattered, so many- of the 

entries will read •o• • Tho two statistical pat•ameters of a 

frequency distribution are the •mean•, giving the average value, 

a.nd the • :1tanda:rd deviation' , a �aau.:re of the dispersion or 

scatter of the values aboi,t the mean. Normally all but one 

1n twenty o'? the values will lie within a range of two atando.rd 

deviation& on ai ther aide of the mean. 

For the whole of �v� the mean is 74 and the atondard 

deViation is 19.5. A range of two stande..rd deviations on either 

side of the, mean e3Ctends rrom }5 to 113, and al.l but ono of the 

values lie w-lthin this range; acaording to �eotntion. 

Even a. ourso:cy examination of the lengths of the 1f'itts' 

showB that the average length is much lower at the begin.:-:ing of 

the pos than at the end, and this observation suggests the 

advisability of treating ee.oh of the parta of the poem separately: 

Part I, lines 1 - 1250, Part II, lines 1251 ,.,. 2220_. Pe.1--t III, 

lines 2221 - 3182. The mean of Part I is 66, that of Part II is 

81, that of Part m is BO. However11 though the means of Part.a 

II and III are nearly the same, their standard devia.tioru:, 
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