


Chinese Communicative Development Inventories 
 
 This Guide for users of the Cantonese and Putonghua (Mandarin) CDIs contains: an 
account of the standardisation projects undertaken in Hong Kong and Beijing for these 
parent report instruments; statistical information necessary to interpret the results of 
applying the CDIs; and, at the end of the book, all the parent report forms, for both 
languages, for short and long forms of the instruments. (For further statistical information 
on the long forms, visit wordbank.stanford.edu). The Chinese CDIs are modelled on the 
original MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development Inventories* but with appropriate 
adaptation for the cultural and linguistic characteristics of Putonghua and Cantonese. In 
common with the originals, they are designed to cover the age range from 8 – 30 months.   
 
The parent report forms are freely available to copy for clinical and research purposes. The 
relevant pages in the Manual where the forms are to be found are: 
 
Putonghua (Mandarin) Words and Gestures (Infant) short form: pp.129-130 
Putonghua (Mandarin) Words and Sentences (Toddler) short form: pp. 131-132 
Putonghua (Mandarin) Words and Gestures (Infant) long form: pp. 133-142 
Putonghua (Mandarin) Words and Sentences (Toddler) long form: pp.143-154 
 
Cantonese Words and Gestures (Infant) short form: pp.155-156 
Cantonese Words and Sentences (Toddler) short form: pp.157-158 
Cantonese Words and Gestures (Infant) long form: pp. 159-168 
Cantonese Words and Sentences (Toddler) long form: pp.169-180 
 
 
 
Please use the following form of reference when citing the Manual: 
 
Tardif, T., Fletcher, P., Zhang, Z.-X. & Liang, W.-L. (2008). The Chinese Communicative 
Development Inventory (Putonghua and Cantonese versions): Manual, Forms, and Norms. 
Beijing: Peking University Medical Press. 
 
See also: 
Tardif, T., Fletcher, P., Liang, W.-L. & Kaciroti, N. (2009). Early vocabulary development in 
Mandarin (Putonghua) and Cantonese. Journal of Child Language 36, 1115-1144  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------- 
*Fenson, L., Marchman, V.A., Thal, D.J., Dale, P.S. Reznick, J.S., and Bates, E. (2007). MacArthur-
Bates Communicative Development Inventories: User’s Guide and Technical Manual. Baltimore: Paul 
H. Brookes Publishing Co.  
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