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INTRODUCTION

The data presented below were collected from a number of
sub-samples, using different methods, over the space of one and
a half years. In order to keep the presentation of this material
as clear as possible, the data shall be presented in the same
order as in Chapter four; namely, chronologically from July 1992
to December 1993. For the purpose of clarity, each data-set
shall be prefaced by a brief method section. More detailed
methodologies are to be found, as we have seen, in Chapter four.

Some sections shall be more in-depth than others. For
example, the section on the Remand Home is quite brief because,
as already described in Chapter four, this institution did not
house the type of boys one would have expected to find there. On
the other hand, the section detailing victimisation of girls of the
street is quite comprehensive, reflecting a deliberate emphasis
in priority as street girls are a largely un-researched group, both
in Addis Ababa and elsewhere.

278



UNICEF/MOLSA SURVEY

Method

One thousand street children were interviewed in total; 400
in Addis Ababa and two hundred in each of the three regional
towns of Bahir Dar, Nazareth and Mekele. Seven hundred and
- sixty male and two hundred and forty female street children
were interviewed. A structured questionnaire was used (see
Appendix five) to elicit information on a wide range of aspects
of street childrens' lives. However, only question relating to
victimisation and delinquency are of concern here. Namely,
questions 73-77, 85 and 86. The interviews were carried out by
staff of Ethiopia's Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.

Results
Males and females between the ages of seven and seventeen

were interviewed. The age and gender breakdown of the sample
was as follows:
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Age | 7-9 10-12 13-18 16-17 Total
Sex

Male 73 250 311 126 760
Female 49 94 75 22 240
Total number 122 344 386 148 1.000

Table 5.1: Age and gender of Unicef/MOLSA/UCC sample (from
Unicef, 1993, p. 16).

As we can see, 760 (76%) of the sample were male, 240
(24%) female. The percentage of children from each age group
interviewed of the total was as follows: 7-9 year olds (12.2%);
10-12 year olds (34.4%); 13-15 year olds (38.6%); and 16-17
year olds (14.8%). A structured sample such as this, it was
thought, would accurately reflect the perceived age and gender
profile of the street child population in Ethiopia.

Below, we shall consider this data under the headings of the
questions used in Appendix five.

Questions 73-73.5: With what frequency do you drink

alcohol, smoke, chew khat, sniff benzene or take other
drugs?
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% Total, n = 1,000
Drinking 16
Smoking 49
Khat 6.6
Glue/benzene 2.1
Other (specify) 0.8

Table S5.2: Reported incidence of drug taking by Ethiopian street
children.

This information allows us to make the observation that
expensive processed drugs such as cocaine and heroin are
apparently not used by Ethiopian street children. Responses to
the category "Other" indicate that a small number (8) of street
children smoke hashish. Let us now consider the frequency of
drug taking amongst Ethiopian street children as distributed by

age and gender. This will allow us to interpret the total figures
as shown in Table 5.2 above.

Question 73.1: Drinking by frequency
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Sex Age Daily Weekly Rarely Never
Male 7-9 1 1 5 65
10-12 3 2 24 218
13-15 6 8 50 247
16-17 5 10 30 81
Female 7-9 - - 1 48
10-12 - 2 6 86
13-15 1 1 2 70
16-17 - - 1 21
Total number 16 24 119 836

Table 5.3: Frequency of alcohol consumption by age and gender

(no response = 5).

As we have seen in table 5.2, 160 street children reported
that they have drunk alcohol. However, Table 5.3 above
illustrates that the majority of those who do drink (119, or
74.3%) do so only rarely. Only sixteen children (or 1.6% of the
total sample) reported drinking every day. The small number of
regular drinkers are predominantly older males. Street girls of
any age group rarely drink. Females constitute only 8.75% of
those street children who reported drinking. It is worth noting
that small quantities of home made beer are provided to many
Ethiopian children by their parents or guardians during religious

holidays. This would seem to explain why the majority of those
who. reported drinking do so only "rarely."”
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Question 73.2: Smoking by frequency

Sex Age Dailv  Weekly Rarely Never
Male 7-9 - - - 72
10-12 4 1 2 240
13-15 10 - 9 291
16-17 16 - 3 106
Female 7-9 - - - 49
10-12 - - - 94
13-15 2 - 1 72
16-17 - - 1 21
Total number 32 1 16 945

Table 5.4: Frequency of smoking by age and gender (no response
= 6).

Forty nine, or 4.9% of street children reported smoking
cigarettes. Of these, the majority (32) smoke on a daily basis.
However, almost one third (16) of those who reported smoking do
so only "rarely." Only two street girls (0.8% of the total female
sample) reported smoking regularly.

Question 73.3: Khat chewing by frequency
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Sex Age Daily Weekly Rarely Never
Male 7-9 - 1 1 70
10-12 - 6 2 239
13-15 2 12 6 288
16-17 2 18 10 96
Female 7-9 - - - 49
10-12 - 2 - 92
13-15 - 1 2 72
16-17 - - 1 21
Total number 4 40 22 927

Table 5.5: Frequency of khat chewing by age and gender (no

response = 7).

Only 6.6% of the total sample reported that they have
chewed khat. Four respondents reported doing so on a daily
basis, suggesting addiction to khat in only 0.4% of the total
sample. The majority of those who chew khat do so once a week.

Females constitute only a very small proportion (9%) of those
who chew khat.

Question 73.4: Glue/benzene sniffing by frequency
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Sex Age Daily Weekly Rarelvy Never
Male 7-9 - - 1 71
10-12 1 - 6 240
13-15 - 1 5 305
16-17 - 1 6 119
Female 7-9 - - - 49
10-12 - - - 94
13-15 - . - 75
16-17 - - - 22
Total number 2 1 18 975

Table 5.6: Frequency of glue/benzene sniffing by age and gender

(no response = 4).

Twenty one respondents, all of them male, reported to
having sniffed benzene. Glue sniffing does not appear to be
practised by Ethiopian street children.
only a rare occurrence. Only two reported sniffing benzene every

day.

Question 73.5: Other drug use by frequency
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Sex Age Dailv  Weekly Rarely Never
Male 7-9 - 1 1 67
10-12 1 - I 236
13-15 - 3 - 277
16-17 1 - - 113
Female 7-9 - - - 45
10-12 - - - 91
13-15 - - - 71
16-17 - - - 21
Total number 2 4 2 921

Table 5.7: Frequency of "other" drug use by age and gender (no

response = 71).

Only eight (0.8%) children reported taking drugs other than
alcohol, cigarettes, khat or benzene. In each case, hashish was
the other drug. Interestingly, the "No response" to this question
were far higher than those for other drug related questions: 71
as compared to four, six, seven and four respectively for alcohol,
cigarettes, khat and benzene. This would seem to indicate that
respondents found it difficult to answer this question, probably
as a result of their unfamiliarity with drugs other than those
listed above.

Question 74: Do you ever steal things from the markets or
.. other places?
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Age 7-9 10-12 13-15 16-17 Total number
Sex
Male 2 13 26 6 47
Female 1 4 7 3 15
Total 3 17 33 9 62

Table 5.8: Stealing by age

Only 62 (or 6.2%) of respondents reported that they steal.
When this figure is broken down by age and sex, a clear pattern
emerges. Namely, males are more involved in theft than females
(of the 62, 76% are male, as opposed to 24% female) and stealing
is most widespread among young to mid-adolescents. At the age
of sixteen to seventeen, a majority of boys reportedly decrease

their stealing activities.

Such stealing behaviour as does exist occurs predominantly
in Addis Ababa. Thirty nine of the 62 respondents who admitted
to stealing were from Addis Ababa. Thus, 9.75% of the total
sample in Addis Ababa admitted to stealing as against 0% from
Mekele. The figures for Nazareth and Bahir Dar are 4.5% and 7%

respectively.

Question 74.1: What do you steal?
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Item Number
Food 17
Monev 33
Saleable items 9

Other 9

Total number 68

Table 5.9: Items stolen by street children. Note: total is greater

than 62 due to multiple responses.

As we can see, money is most frequently stolen. Saleable
items and "other" constitute a wide variety of objects which a
child will sell on for money. For example, clothes taken from
washing lines, car accessories and hard ware items.

Questions 75 and 76: Have you ever been caught by the
police? If yes, why?
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Age Stealing  For being a No reason Other N/A | Total
group street child number
7-9 2 3 1 - 14 120
10-12 5 8 3 13 314 343
13-15 4 20 1 19 341 385
16-17 8 7 3 15 114 147
Total 19 38 8 47 883 995
number

Table 5.10: Reasons for being detained by the police, by age.

One hundred and twelve, or 11.2% of the sample, were
detained by the police at some point. After "Other", the most
common reason given was "For being a street child." From this,
we can conclude that street children are most commonly
detained by the police as part of an effort to prevent them from
begging, selling or working on the street. Typically, the child is
detained overnight and released the next day.

Question 77: Have you ever been beaten or hurt on the
streets?
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Sex Age Often Some Rarely Never
times

Male 7-9 3 19 10 40
10-12 11 74 53 11
13-15 4 87 76 142
16-17 7 40 27 51

Female 7-9 3 11 10 25
10-12 3 28 19 +4
13-15 5 18 18 33
16-17 1 8 4 9

Total number 37 285 217 4535

Table 5.11: Frequency of beatings by age and gender (no
response =6).

A total of 67.3% street children reported that they have
never (45.5%) or rarely (21.7%) been beaten or hurt on the
streets. However, almost 30% of the total sample are beaten at
least once a week ("sometimes"). A small number (37) reported
being beaten every day. Interestingly, a similar proportion of
males and females reported being beaten each week; 29% of the
total male sample and 27% of the total female sample.

It is interesting to compare interviewees' responses as
regards being beaten on the streets in the context of whether the

child sleeps at home or on the streets; that is, whether they can
be described as of or on the streets:
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Child on street. sleeps at home | Child of street, sleeps on street
(0=676) % (0=213) %

Often 2.7 8

Sometimes 26.5 319

Rarely 254 16.4

Never 47.5 43.7

Table 5.12: Children of and on the streets relative experiences

of being beaten on the streets.

As we can see, children who sleep on the streets are more
vulnerable to being beaten "often." The difference between
children on and of the street is less marked for the remaining
categories. A surprising 43.7% of children of the street reported
having never been beaten on the streets.

Question 85: If respondent over 12, Have you ever done any
sexual acts for money or goods?

It was decided to only ask those over twelve years of age
this question as it was felt that it did not apply to children
younger than this and that it would cause needless upset and
confusion to ask. This narrowed the sample in question down
from 1,000 to 534. Thirty six girls responded positively to this
question. We know that no incidence of males engaging in sex for
money or goods was reported. Thus, had the sampling procedure
been followed, it would have appeared that 36 (or 37%) of the 97
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girls aged thirteen years or older reported engaging in sexual
acts for payments. However, this figure must be cautiously
interpreted. Contrary to stated sampling procedure, children
younger than thirteen were asked this question. Four girls
younger than thirteen reported carrying out sexual acts for
money or goods (as we can see in Table 5.13). Given that we do
not know how many girls younger than thirteen were asked this
question, we must be cautious in interpreting the results. If all
girls (n = 240) were asked this question, the above estimation of
37% would be reduced to 15%. Thus, unfortunately, we can only
estimate that between 15 and 37% of street girls have engaged
in sex for payment. It is likely that the figure is towards the
higher of these as 594 interviewees (both male and female) were
asked this question. Five hundred and thirty four of these were
aged thirteen or more, leaving only 60 of the children aged
twelve or younger (n = 466) available to be asked this question.
Even if we assume all of these 60 were female, that still leaves
36 (or 23%) positive responses out of 157 (97 girls aged thirteen
or more, plus the 60 described here).

Furthermore, if we assume that girls of thirteen years and
older have begun the process of sexual maturation, we can see
from Table 5.13 that 32 (or 33%) of the 97 girls aged thirteen
years or more have engaged in sex for payment. Thus, we can
tentatively report that approximately one third of adolescent
street girls have given sex for payment.
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Age Often Sometimes Rarely Never
7-9 1 - 1 19
10-12 - - 2 66
13-15 2 2 6 351
16-17 3 9 10 122
Total 6 11 19 558
number

Table 5.13: Prostitution by age (n = 594).

Question 86: Has anyone ever forced you to do any sexual

acts?

Twenty eight interviewees responded positively to this
question. As we can see in Table 5.14, the majority of these

were aged thirteen or over.

Age group | Yes No Total number
7-9 - 59 59

10-12 3 189 192

13-15 13 321 334

16-17 12 115 127

Total 28 684 712

number

Table 5.14: Forced sexual

Of all questions, this one had the largest number of "No

acts by age (no response = 288).
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responses." nearly 30% of interviewees did not respond,
indicating the highly sensitive nature of this subject.
Consequently, the results are difficult to interpret. Anecdotal
reports indicate that males are most unlikely to report
positively to such a question. If this is the case, it would appear
that 25 (or 26%) of girls aged thirteen or more have been forced
into sexual acts. However, at this point such a result must be
considered largely tentative.
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Summary

The data from this sample of 1,000 street children gives us
an over view of their experiences on a range of variables which
we shall consider in greater detail throughout the remainder of
this chapter. It primes our interpretation of the more detailed,
in-depth material to follow.

We have seen that reported drug use is not prevalent
amongst this sample. Of those who do drink alcohol, smoke,
chew khat, sniff benzene or smoke hashish, the majority do so
only occasionally. Reported drug use among females is very rare.
In the few instances where levels approach daily consumption,
the user is almost always a male in his middle to late teens.

Stealing, too, would appear to be concentrated amongst
males. Street children's encounters with the police are
generally not the result of specific behaviours such as stealing,
but are more often linked to police efforts to control the street-
based peddling and begging activities of children.

Being beaten is a weekly occurrence for nearly one third of
this sample. However, there are large numbers of this sample,
even those children who sleep on the streets, that have not
experienced being beaten.

As we have seen, there were certain methodological
limitation to the questions regarding engaging in sex for
payment and being forced to engage in sexual acts. At this point
we can only tentatively report that approximately 33% of
sexually mature street girls have engaged in sex for payment and
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that an estimated 25% or street girls aged thirteen or more have
been forced into sexual acts.

The data reported thus far is the result of a
Unicef/MOLSA/UCC survey which is unique in providing a large
pool of data on many aspects of the lives of street children. For
the remainder of this chapter, we shall consider the issues of
victimisation and delinquency amongst street children. The
information was gathered using more in-depth interviews, case-
studies and general discussions than those employed by the much
larger Unicef/MOLSA/UCC survey with which we have been
concerned thus far.
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IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS WITH STREET BOYS

Method

Twenty eight street boys were interviewed using a
structured questionnaire (see appendix six) composed of a victim
survey and a self report survey. The former sought information
on the boys' experiences of victimisation on the streets. The
latter required interviewees to comment on their own delinquent
behaviour. The questionnaire was administered immediately
after the boys had been interviewed for the Unicef/Molsa/UCC
survey (as described on p. 240 in Chapter four).

It is important to note that this sample is not
representative of street boys as a whole. The boys interviewed
here were chosen particularly for their reported involvement in
anti-social activities. The purpose was to collect a data base on
the kind of activities deriyea boys are involved in.

It should also be noted that only the responses to pertinent
questions have been reported here. Consequently, not all
questions to be found in Appendix six are reported here. For
example, responses to Question fifteen, "Can you think of any
other bad things people have done to you?", did not elicit
material which had not emerged from earlier questions.

Similarly, Question one in the self report survey, "Can you give
me some examples of the [slang] language you might use amongst
your friends", was included to establish rapport rather than to
collect slang words used by street boys.
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Victim Survey

Beatings: The following material reports the responses to
questions three and five; that is, questions relating to frequency

and nature of beatings, perpetrators, reasons for being beaten
and the boys' responses to the beatings.

Twenty six of the twenty eight boys have been beaten on the

streets at some point. For almost 30% of the boys, these
beatings occur a number of times a week.

Regularly (3
times weekly)

Rarely

A few times

Once

Never

Beatings

9

10

Table 5.15: Frequency of beatings on the streets experienced by

street boys (n = 28).

When asked to describe the most violent attack committed
against them, the boys reported the following injuries:

Stab wound

None (not seriously hurt)

Beaten with sticks

Facial bruising

Torture by police

N W A 0O
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Teeth knocked out 1

Fractured skull 2
Hands/feet tied with wire 2
Hung by the arm 1

Six (21%) of the 28 boys interviewed had been stabbed, with
many others sustaining serious scars from their injuries.
Interviewees identified the following groups as being

responsible for their beatings (multiple responses were
recorded):

Assailants Reasons and numbers Total
Robbers Theft (12) 12

Other boys Fighting for work (6) 10
Trespass (1)
Informing to police (3)

Police (Derg) To extract information. involving (a) 8
electrocution and (b) ducking in a bath
2)

To steal (1)

Caught gambling (2)

Caught stealing (3)

Suspected of crime (2)

Police (EPRDF) Caught gambling (1) 5
Caught stealing (3)
Suspected of crime (1)
Caught fighting (1)
No reason (3)

Table 5.16: Sources of street boys' assaults. Note: some boys

have been beaten by more than one of the above categories.

- In the face of these beatings street boys are, largely,
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powerless. Of the 26 boys who reported being beaten on the

streets, 21 did nothing about it; one told his family and four toid

the police. This latter option was dangerous in itself because, in
two of these instances, the boy was later beaten by those he had

informed upon.

Theft: The following material reports the responses to

questions six, seven, eight and ten; that is, questions relating to
the frequency of having been stolen from.

Eighteen of the 28 boys have had things stolen from them on
the streets. Questions six and eight offered frequency options of

every day, twice a week, once a week, once every two weeks,

once a month and never. After coding, the additional responses
of 'Once' and 'Occasionally' were added.

Every | Twice a
day week

Once a
week

Once every
two weeks

Once a
mouath

Once

Occasionally

Never

- 3

1

5

10

Table 5.17: Incidence of theft experienced by street boys.

One form of theft, specifically targeted in question ten, is

non-payment for services. Nineteen of the 28 boys reported

having been cheated in this way. Nine were taxi-boys who were
not paid by the driver at the end of the day. Other jobs for which
children had not been paid included shining shoes, minding cars
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and carrying goods. Apart from three cases where the child said
it only happened once, all the others said it happened very
frequently, sometimes as often as every day.

Fear

In an attempt to investigate the levels of fear and
insecurity which street boys experience, interviewees were
asked (by questions one and two) whether or not there were some
"dangerous areas" in the city where they would not go on their
own. Of the 28 respondents, nine claimed there were no such
areas for them. The remaining nineteen all had cause to fear
certain areas, for the following reasons:

- Past experience of being beaten and robbed there (8).

- Generalised fear of a particular area with a reputation
for crime (5).

- Will not leave own area because would be afraid of

all unfamiliar areas (3).

- Afraid of areas around police stations because they are
known to the police and may be beaten on sight (3).

A further question attempted to elicit what the
interviewees regarded as their most abusive experience. The
answers were not very varied and represent the main classes of
abuse which street boys experience. We have encountered all of
these already in the preceding pages. Sixteen children reported
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some form of beating as the worst thing anybody had ever done
to them. Two complained about being kidnapped and being taken
to the countryside to work (during the Derg regime, street
children were rounded up at harvest time and forced to work in
the fields of state-run farms). Others included items being
stolen from them and abuse from strangers on the streets. One
boy complained that the worst thing ever done to him was not
being released from prison by the Derg, after he had bribed them
to do so.

Payment for sex and sexual assaults: Questions eleven to
fourteen

Our final point on the victimisation of street boys concerns
sexual assaults and payment for sex. These questions generally
had the effect of either insulting the boys or confusing them.
Only one of the 28 boys reported being sexually attacked. In this
instance a man attempted, and failed, to fondle him. At no other
occasion was homosexuality, be it voluntary or forced, referred
to by street boys.
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Self Report Study

This aspect of the questionnaire sought to elicit

information regarding the boys' own involvement in delinquent

activities. We shall examine the responses under the following

headings - stealing, violence and substance abuse. A summary of

the material to be discussed is found in Table 5.18 below:

Activity

Number

Stealing

Frequency
Shop-lifting
Pick-pocketing

Burglary

14

13

11

Fighting

Yes

No

Drugs

Smoking
Khat
Alcohol

Benzene

14

11

11

Table 5.18: Summary of street boys' self-report survey (n =

28. Note: multiple responses recorded).

Stealing: The following material reports the responses to
questions four to nine.

Fourteen boys reported that they never steal because:

- It-is against God and tradition (7).
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- I'm afraid the EPRDF would kill me (4).

- It's wrong to steal, to get money without working. If | find
money on the ground, | give it to a beggar (2).

- | work and support myself so have no need to steal (1).

Thus, we can see that from the sample of 28 boys, fourteen
claimed to have strong moral objections to stealing. Of the 28,
only three felt it was not wrong to steal because:

- All people steal. If they say otherwise, they're lying.

- Because nobody in the world cares for me, it's not wrong for
me to steal.

- Because | need the money, it's not a sin.

The remaining boys, even those who regularly steal,
consider it to be wrong:

- Stealing is against God (6).

- It's wrong, but | needed the money/food (10).
- It's wrong (7).

- It's against tradition and culture (2).

Nevertheless, 50% of this sample of 28 street boys admit to
stealing. Asked why they steal, the boys gave the following
answers:

- | steal either food or money for food when | am hungry (5). For
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three, this would appear to be true. For the other two this is not
true as they later revealed they have expensive tastes such as
khat and tella.

- | steal because | need the money (8). All of these boys spend
quite large amounts of money on drinking, smoking and chewing
khat. Thus, their stealing is to support these habits.

- | steal because "nobody supports me or cares about me" (1).

Below is an account of this sample's involvement in
stealing:

Shop-lifting: Thirteen boys admitted to stealing from shops
and markets. Four claim only to steal food because they are
hungry. The remaining nine steal money, electrical goods and
large quantities of food for resale (for example, bags of flour or
potatoes). One boy claimed only to have stolen once. For each of
the others it is a regular occurrence, that is, at least once or
twice weekly. Three said stealing was their full-time
occupation.

Pick-pocketing: Eleven of the boys admitted to
pick-pocketing. Five boys reported that this is a solitary
activity, four say they do it with friends and share the money
and two boys said they sometimes pick pockets alone, sometimes
with friends. Whilst noting that the numbers in each age group
are different, the following figure nevertheless indicates that
pick-pocketing is largely the reserve of older street boys:
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Pick-pockets

12 14 15 16 17
: Age

Figure 5.1: Pick-pocketing by age (n=11).

Burglary: Six boys reported stealing from houses. Three of
those have stolen money and food from the houses of neighbours.
One boy "specialises" in bunna-baits. He sits drinking tea with
his friends, watches the money and then, when he gets the
chance, grabs it and runs. Of the remaining two, one only steals
food and money, while the other takes money, clothes and
electrical items from houses.

Stealing can provide a very comfortable life-style, as we

306



can see from the responses reported below. All the interviewees
were asked what was the largest amount they ever stole.
Considering that a guard might only earn 120 Birr (£IR 12) a
month, and a university graduate 500 Birr (£IR 50) a month (in
1993 prices), one can see how a boy might be attracted to crime.

- | saw a farenge go into the Tourist Hotel and | noticed that he
left his brief-case in the car. | was able to open the car with a
master-key. There was 1,500 Birr in the brief-case. | spent it
with my friends on prostitutes, drink and khat (Age 17).

- The most | ever got from picking pockets was 180 Birr. With
this money | bought some new clothes (Age 15).

- We saw a large crowd waiting outside the Ambassador cinema.
| was with a group of three others. | secretly opened a woman's
bag and took out her purse, which contained 10,000 Birr in it. We
divided the money between us and used it to buy clothes,
prostitutes and drink. This happened a year ago and | still have
some of it left (Age 16).

- After Mengistu fled the city, we broke into the barracks in Arat
Kilo and found 1,200 Birr. | shared this money with one other
friend. With it we bought some new clothes and with the
remainder we drank and chewed khat continuously for three days
until all the money ran out (Age 16).

- The most | ever got was 700 Birr by picking someone's pocket
(Age 16).

- | was in a group of nine boys. We saw a woman in a large
crowd waiting to go into the National Theatre. She had a large
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bag. One of our group grabbed it and ran. We divided the money

later. There was 7,000 Birr (Age 14).

- | saw a bag in a car and the window was open so | just reached
in and took it. There was 1,000 Birr in it. | spent the money on

new clothes and drink. | didn't save any of it (Age 17).

Beatings: The following material reports the responses to
questions eleven to sixteen

The reasons street boys gave for fighting are typically
related to their gangs. The main categories of reasons are given
below:

- If | am attacked or insulted, then | will fight (8).

- Sometimes our gang fight other gangs if they insult us or if
they come into our area (4).

- If somebody attacks me or one of my friends, then we will all
beat him (3).

- Sometimes | have to fight for work, for example, if many boys
want to carry one box (3).

- Sometimes we attack people when we steal from them (2).

This fighting among street boys can often lead to quite
serious injuries. When asked by question fifteen, "How badly
have you ever beaten someone?", the following responses were
recorded:
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- Caused his head to bleed (8)
- Not applicable (6)

- Not seriously (4)

- Punches to the face (4)

- Stabbed (2)

- Broken bones (1)

- Beat with sticks (1)

- Hit with a rock (1)

From the responses to question sixteen, we can see that
eight out of the 28 boys carry either a knife or a razor-blade.
These boys tended to be those most involved in delinquent
activities. Without exception, each of these eight adolescents
were very much involved in stealing. Six of them are over
sixteen years of age. The knives are carried for cutting bag-
straps and for self-defence or fighting.

Drug use: The following material reports the responses to
question seventeen

The various forms of drugs used by street boys and their
ages can be seen in Table 5.19 below:
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12 13 14 15 16 17

Yes No | Yes No Yes No |Yes No | Yes No | Yes No
Khat 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 5 -
Alcohol | 2 1 1 1 - 1 2 1 5 -
Smoking | - 3 1 1 I 1 2 1 5 -

Table 5.19: Street

boys' drug use by age (n=28).

The reported frequencies for such drug usage are as follows:

Not at all | Ouly on holidays | Socially (once or | Habitually (nearly
twice a week) every day)
Khat 15 - 12 3
Alcohol 7 9 8 4
Smoking 15 - - 13

Table 5.20: Frequency of street boys' reported drug use.

Fifty four per cent of the sample chew khat.
number (75%) drink alcohol, but as we can see in Table 5.20, few

A larger

do so habitually. Twenty one boys said they drink, but seven of

these limit it to drinking tella or tej which is made at home on

holidays or days of celebration. Thus, twelve boys drink outside

a family setting. For the most part this drinking is limited to

once a week with friends in order to relax - often it is a part of
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et

chewing khat.

Approximately half of the sample smoke cigarettes
habitually, that is, every day.

Eight of those boys interviewed sniff benzene and three said
they used to when they were younger.

Commissioned crime: Question ten

Nine boys reported that they had committed a crime for
money. The six boys between the ages of ten and fourteen had
acted as lookouts for thieves or had located prostitutes for older
boys. The three older boys were involved in more serious types
of activities:

- | was paid by a hotel owner to beat some girls who had been
complaining about the dirt in his hotel (Age 17).

- | was paid 200 Birr by a man to beat his wife because she had
cheated on him (Age 17).

- | was paid by a woman to steal a gold-necklace from another
woman (Age 16).
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Summary

More than half of this sample of street boys have been
physically attacked "many times" on the streets, most often by
robbers (usually older street boys) and the police. The Derg
police appear to have been very harsh in their treatment of
street children. The EPRDF are widely seen as an improvement.
Eight boys reported having been beaten by the Derg police. In two
instances this went as far as torture: electric shocks to the
soles of the feet and repeatedly ducking the boy in a bath of
water. This was done, in both cases, to extract information
concerning criminals the police felt the boys knew.

Theft against street boys is common and it is the younger
boys who are most often victimised. In the face of such
maltreatment street boys are, for the most part, powerless.
Complaints are generally not made to the police.

There appears to be a clear relationship between age and
degree of involvement with theft. This profile ranges from the
young boy involved in petty theft, such as stealing fruit, to the
older teenager who continues to steal, develops expensive habits
and tastes and gets further drawn into a delinquent lifestyle.

For example, twelve of the fourteen boys who admitted to
stealing regularly drink alcohol and chew khat.

Much of the violence of street boys is directed at other
street boys. Injuries from stabbings, slashes from razor-blades,
fractured skulls and broken bones were quite common even
among this small sample. Street boys' violence is often related
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to gangs. If a member of a gang is insulted or attacked, this will
often lead to a much larger dispute among two groups of boys.

Ethiopia would appear not to have the "hard" drug problems
of other countries. Over half of the boys reported chewing khat
but only on a weekly basis. Only three reported habitual usage.
As we can seen in Table 5.20 above, khat chewers can be divided
into two groups:

1. Those who chew once a week with friends. The reasons
given for chewing khat are to relax with friends and feel
happy and content. This could be called the social side of
khat chewing. This category of users rarely spend more
than 10 Birr a week on khat.

2. A smaller group could be said to fit into a more harmful
form of khat chewing - this is where chewing occurs almost
every day and large sums of money are spent on it. Twenty,
40 and even 60 Birr were reported as weekly expenditure on
khat. In order to obtain the money required for such a habit,
a boy will have to steal.

As regards alcohol, it is not very informative to ask if
children drink tella or tej as it is the norm in Ethiopia for
children to drink such home-made alcoholic drinks on church
holidays. Thus, like khat chewers, the children involved can be
divided into two categories: (a) those who drink once a week and
rarely spend more than a couple of Birr and (b) those who drink
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every day or many times a week and spend as much as 50 Birr a
week on drink.

Benzene sniffing is a habit peculiar to younger boys. The
boys get the benzene from people who are filling their vehicles
at fuel stations. The main reason given for sniffing benzene is
for protection against the cold. This practice usually occurs
among the younger children, presumably because they are more
vulnerable to cold, hunger and lack of shelter. Of the eleven boys
who reported using, or having used, benzene only two said they
sniffed it for fun. Older teenagers have more often found some
way of dealing with these problems - fewer older boys sleep
outside. Among older boys benzene sniffing is seen as a childish
activity over which khat and alcohol are favoured.
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REMAND HOME INTERVIEWS

Method

Thirteen boys were interviewed using a structured
questionnaire (see Appendix seven). In addition to a victim
survey and self report survey, this questionnaire included
questions regarding the boys' backgrounds and their experiences
in the Remand Home. Of the thirteen boys who were interviewed,
only eight had any experience of street life. Even then, these
boys had spent as long as five years in the Home so their
recollections of their lives on the streets were rather vague.
From these interviews, the following material emerged:

Number 1: (Age 14). This boy was on the streets between
the ages of seven and nine. Derg soldiers then sent him to the
"Children's Village," a large state-run orphanage. What he
remembers most about the street is how he hated the Derg
soldiers so much as they used to beat him and his friends. He did
not need to steal as he readily earned his living as a wyalla. He
did not chew khat, sniff benzene or drink as he was too young. He
is in contact with his family and they visit him regularly and
bring him food. They want to bring him home but cannot afford
to. He hopes to be returned to the Children's Village to finish his
education.

" Number 2: (Age 14). This boy spent one year on the streets.
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between the ages of nine and ten as his mother could not afford
to keep him. Police took him to the Children's Village where he
spent two and a half years before being sent to the Remand Home.
What he remembers of his time on the street is being beaten by
older boys when he tried to work in their area. He had no
involvement in stealing or drugs. He thinks stealing would ruin
his life and he sees thieves as lazy people. He likes working.

Number 3: (Age 14). This boy spent one year on the streets
between the ages of six and seven. He worked as a wyalla and
slept on the verandas at night. Then the police came and sent
him to the Children's Village. He claims to remember nothing
about his street life except that the police used to beat them
after curfew when he was looking for somewhere to sleep.

Number 4: (Age 14). This boy spent one year on the streets
between the ages of twelve and thirteen. He survived by carrying
goods for small merchants. He would have been ashamed to beg.
He slept in rented rooms or on the verandas. The police brought
him here, to the Remand Home, on suspicion of stealing. While on
the streets he was often thrown out of his sleeping place by
older boys. They stole his money. They searched him, his
clothes, even his buttocks, for coins.

Number 5: (Age 13). This boy lived on the streets for three

years. He ran away from home because he always quarrelled
with his mother when he stole money from his home. He survived

316



by minding cars and begging left-over food from restaurants. On
the streets he was beaten by older boys if he worked in their
areas, by shop-keepers if anything went missing and by the
police for breaking curfew or sleeping on the verandas of
government offices. As a car minder, he often made extra money
by stealing parts from the cars. He also used to pick-pocket and
once he and his friends stole 9,000 Birr. They divided the money
and chewed khat, drank, bought good clothes, went to the cinema,
and used to watch videos every day. They even bought bicycles
but sold them later when the money ran out. He was eventually
caught for stealing by the police. They kept him for three
months then sent him to the Remand Home as they had no food to
feed him and the other prisoners in the police station.

Number 6: (Age 14). This boy lived on the streets for two
years from age twelve to fourteen. He survived by carrying
goods in the market and by stealing. He never begged as he never
needed the money that badly. He was beaten unconscious once
for breaking the curfew and was stabbed in the leg once during a
quarrel. He stole many, many things but never pick-pocketed as
he was afraid of being beaten if caught. He would steal from
anyone, even an old woman. In fact, he once stole the purse of an
old, blind beggar woman. He was eventually caught by the police
for stealing.

Number 7: (Age 14). This boy lived on the streets in Dire
Dawa for two years between ages eleven and thirteen. He then
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moved to Addis Ababa and lived on the streets there for one year.
He lived as a wyalla. He never stole, except from his home, as he
never needed the money. Sometimes he worked as a translator
for the Cuban soldiers in Dire Dawa. Eventually, clothes were
stolen from the house where he rented a room and he was
accused and taken by the police, who kept him for 50 days. While
there, he was barely fed. Many days he had no food.

Number 8: (Age 14). This boy lived on the streets for five
years between ages nine and fourteen, after coming to Addis
Ababa with friends to find work. He based himself at the
Markato bus station and made a living by carrying luggage. He is
proud of the fact that he never stole and was well known in the
area for his honesty. He is afraid of stealing as he has seen
thieves killed by soldiers. He was frequently beaten by older
boys and kebele guards. Once he was rounded up by the Derg to
pick cotton during the harvest. He did not want to go because
there is malaria there. He was rejected at the plantation
because he was too young and he had to walk for three days back
to Addis Ababa. Eventually, his friends stole shoes from a shop
and he was blamed. The police kept him for three months and
then he was sent to the Remand Home.
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Conclusion

A less than detailed story emerges from the residents in
the Remand Home for boys who did have experience of street life.
A number of them were last on the street up to five years
previously and found it difficult to recall the level of detail
which the interview sought. The eldest of the boys interviewed
were fourteen years old and their stories of petty theft, beatings
by older boys and police harassment largely concurs with what
we have already seen of the experiences of younger street boys.
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UNSTRUCTURED DISCUSSIONS AND CASE STUDIES

Method

Sixteen adolescents contributed to this portion of the data
collection, fourteen males and two females.

Discussion groups: Ten of these boys and the two girls took
part in unstructured discussion groups which involved discussing
their views, attitudes and opinions on a range of issues relating
to street life. The transcripts of these discussions can be found
in appendix twelve.

Case studies: Ten case studies were collected. They were

made up of the following

(i) The two girls who contributed to the group discussions
(ii) Of the ten boys who contributed to the group
discussions, case studies were carried out with the four
most uncommunicative

(iii) An additional four boys were collected to complete the
case study questionnaire (see appendix eight).

Case Studies

Of the ten case studies collected, four are presented here.
These four adolescents proved to be most willing to talk about
all aspects of their lives, both at home and on the streets. So

far, we have looked at only two aspects of a street child's life -
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victimisation and delinquency. The following case studies give
us an opportunity to look at the lives of a few selected street
boys hitherto unexamined; specifically, family background,
initiation to street life, the process of becoming involved in
crime, the nature and role of the gang and the processes involved
in ceasing to be a deriyea and giving up street life.

Case study 1: Male, 19 years.

Tedla was born in Kirkos, a slum quarter of Addis Ababa.
His family lived there with relatives until 1985, when he was
twelve years of age. Then his relatives could no longer support
Tedla and his family and asked them to leave. So, all his family
left for the countryside to try to live by farming. However,
Tedla had no interest in living in the countryside. He was a city
boy and he wanted to remain in Addis Ababa to continue his
education. His relatives allowed him to stay on in their house.
He only stayed with them for one year as they worked him too
hard. They always gave him jobs and did not feed him enough. So
he left and began to sleep in a plastic-bait, a plastic shelter on
the side of the street. At first, he tried to live by carrying and
selling old fruit from the market but this did not earn him
enough money. At this point he began to steal clothes which had
been left out to dry. He only bought food with the money he
earned by selling them. Then he met friends who also lived on
the streets and they had "deriyea characteristics." He began to
drink and chew khat with them for relaxation. He began to steal
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more to have enough money. About twice a month he would steal
clothes. Then, while still age thirteen, he began to steal as part
of a group at night. They were a group of ten boys, four big ones
and six small ones. They used to rob students and threaten them
with a knife. He never actually used a knife.

At age fourteen he first began to have sex. Initially he used
prostitutes but they cost money and might have had diseases so
he and his friends began to rape girls instead. They would
typically do it after drinking. They would capture a girl by knife-
point and bring her to a grave-yard on the Debre Zeit road. The
girls never cried out or resisted because they were afraid of the
knives. In all, he estimates he has raped about 30 girls.

His gang consisted of about ten boys before three of them
were caught by the EPRDF. They had their own area where other
gangs are not allowed to "work," that is, steal. Fights typically
occurred when one gang ventured into the area of another gang.
Most of the fights involved hitting people on the head with a
stone. If a gang won a fight in another gang's area, they spent
the whole night there drinking and relaxing.

Tedla now feels that he is beginning to calm down. He never
rapes anymore, does not drink as much and hardly ever steals. A
main incentive is a fear of the EPRDF. They have a much tougher
approach with deriyeas than the Derg did.

Case study 2: Male, 19 years.

Aweke was born in Addis Ababa and has lived there all his
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life. When he was eleven, his father died. He began to quarrel
with his step-mother as she would not give him the money he
needed for his education. He used to go to Mexico Square every
day to hang around but, after a short while, step-by-step, he
began to sleep out every night. He did not want to go home as he
would just quarrel with his step-mother. He slept in the
"American Compound,” a large enclosure where one could rent a
space very cheaply for the night amongst dozens of other street
children. At this time, age eleven, he began to steal clothes left
out to dry. Then, when he was about thirteen, he and his gang
would rob drunk people at night. He began to participate in gang
fights around this age but he did not fight viciously until he
himself was hurt badly in a fight. After that, he began to fight
"with rocks in my hands." His gang numbered about 35 boys and
"Mexico" was their area. Fights might occur if other boys came
to work in their area. A fight might also occur if a passer-by
tried to interfere in a robbery by shouting "Thief, thief!"

He lived like this for four years. When he was fifteen, he
came into contact with staff from SCF-USA who persuaded him
to return to live with his step-mother. They also encouraged her
to allow him to return. Even then, he did not stop stealing. If an
opportunity arose to steal something, he would do it. Aweke
never developed the habits of drinking or chewing khat and he
attributes this to the fact that he was "saved" by SCF-USA. If
they had not intervened, he feels he would have developed into a
hard-core deriyea and ended up as a government soldier, as many
deriyeas do.
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Case study 3: Male, 15 years.

Kiddus was born and reared in Addis Ababa. His father died
when he was two years old. His mother was very poor. When he
was about nine, he started to steal widely because he was not
getting enough food at home. He was always stealing money and
food from the house and pick-pocketing and stealing goods from
the market. He started by stealing items of food, then clothes
and then he started pick-pocketing. He quarrelled with his
mother because of this stealing and because he had stopped going
to school. Finally, when he was twelve, his mother told him to
leave. He slept on verandas in the Stadium area of the city for
two and a half years. He very quickly got into the habit of
drinking and chewing khat with other boys. He earned money by
carrying goods and doing small jobs and also by stealing. He
first started using prostitutes when he was fourteen. He and his
friends rape girls by knife-point when they have no money for
prostitutes. He has done this many times, typically with two
other boys because it is easier to "capture" the girl when there
are three boys together.

He belongs to a gang of six boys. They do not steal by force
as they are too small and young. Instead, they go in groups of
twos and pick-pocket. At the end of the day, they share what
they have got. That way, they never go hungry, even when they
have had a bad day. They all carry razor-blades for cutting bag
straps. They also reported using them for scarring a person's
face if they inform to the police that they have been stealing.
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For the last six months he has stopped sleeping on verandas
and sleeps in a plastic-bait in the Kirkos area. He has stopped
stealing now for fear of what would happen to him if he was
caught by the EPRDF. He would like to return to his family but he
does not think they will take him back because they threw him
out.

Case study 4: Male, 13 years.

Paulis was born in Addis Ababa and has lived there with his
family until four months ago. He has worked as a wyalla since he
was six years old. Even though based at home then, he was still
part of a gang who used to beg for left-over food together. The
older boys carried knives and he sometimes went with them
when they went stealing. He even went looting with them when
the government fell. EPRDF soldiers shot at them. He was
uninjured but one of their group was killed.

Four months ago he brought his dog to school. He quarrelled
with the teacher because of this and the teacher beat him 30
times. He insulted the teacher and threw stones at him. The
teacher called the Peace and Stability Committee from the
kebele. They locked him up for three days and also beat him.
When he was released, he went home. His parents ordered him to
go to school but he refused as he was afraid of the teacher so his
mother became angry and told him to get out of the house. He
went to live in a plastic-bait with some boys from his gang who
he knew lived in the central square of Addis Ababa, Abiot Square.
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He began to steal about once a month. He also started to smoke
and to chew khat by following the example of older boys. He
tried tella and tej but it made him sick. He has never had sex.
His friends advised him that when he starts he will want it more
and more so it is better not to start while he is still young.

When he first went to live in the streets, he did not know
the problems and hardships of street life. Now he realises these
problems and he wants to move home. His family, too, do not
want him on the streets and will take him back.

Conclusion
From these four case studies we can see some of the

factors which bring a boy to the street and which can escalate
him into living by theft.

326



INTERVIEWS WITH GIRLS OF THE STREET, PART ONE:_
BACKGROUND AND VICTIMISATION

Method

Thirty six girls of the street were interviewed in 1992
using the questionnaire found in appendix nine. A further 32
girls of the street were interviewed in 1993, using the
questionnaire in appendix ten. The background and victimisation
data from these two samples (combined n = 68) is presented
below. It should be noted that not all girls responded to all the
questions so, on occasion, the sample for a particular question
will be slightly less than 68. Where this occurs, the reader's
attention is drawn to the anomaly.
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Background Information

Age

30 1

Number of
interviewees

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Girls' ages

Figure 5.2: Number of girls of the street interviewed by age (n
= 68).

Reasons for coming to the street (n=63)
Left her job as a maid 12

Beatings, nagging, over-work or under-feeding by a 11
step-parent
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Always quarrelling with mother 1
Orphaned

Separated from family in war

Beaten and mis-treated by aunt

Failed in school and family told her to leave

Mother destitute - whole family begs together

Parents would not allow her to go to school

Released POW

Mother destitute - girl needs to beg to support her

Quarrelled with adopted family

Father constantly beat her

Mother could not afford to keep her

Quarrelled with adults she begged with and made leave shelter
Uncle cared for her sick mother but told girl to leave

Ran away from her (much older) husband

- el el ed ed = - N= NN NN W OO -

Wanted nice clothes and shoes so friends advised her to
become a prostitute

As we can see from the above list, there are many reasons
for a girl to come to the street, making it difficult for us to
generalise too much. Some of the reasons are common to a
number of girls but there are those which fit no stereotype, such
as the TPLF army cook captured by the Derg, released as
destitute in Addis Ababa, "married" to a boy she met and
deserted when he decided to return to live with his parents.
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Age of initiation to the street (Question five, appendices
nine and ten)

15 1

Number of
interviewees

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Girls' ages

Figure 5.3: Age of initiation to the street (n = 62).

As we can see from Figure 5.3, the majority of girls come
to the streets between the ages of twelve and fourteen. A
significant minority continue coming from age fifteen onwards.
The average age for coming to the streets is 13.13 years. Of the
eleven girls who came to the streets before the age of twelve,
eight have had mothers who died (the remaining three mothers
are blind (1), ran away (1) and could not support the girl (1)). Of
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these eleven, six were orphaned - that is, they have lost both
their mothers and their fathers. Thus, it would appear that the
loss of a mother heightens the risk that nobody else will look
after a child. As we shall see, the same cannot be said for
fathers.

Relationship with family prior to coming to the streets
(Question six, appendices nine and ten)

Quality of relationship Number
Quarrelsome 36
Smooth 23

N/A 9

Total number 68

Table 5.21: Relationship with family prior to coming to the
streets, reported by girls of the street (n = 68).

The majority of girls, 36, responded that they had a "very
quarrelsome" relationship with their guardians, be they mothers,
step-mothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, (older) husbands or
grandparents. This typically meant that the girl felt she was
being over-worked, under-fed, too harshly punished, or was in
some other way being abused or mis-treated, often by her mother
or step-mother. We have seen already that many girls identify
this mis-treatment as the reason they left home.

Twenty three girls reported that they had a "smooth”
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relationship with their family before coming to the streets.
Typically, they have come to the streets either because they
were orphaned or because they have agreed to do so with their
families. That is, they come from destitute families who have
no choice but to send their children out onto the streets.

A further nine girls responded that this question did not
apply to them as they had been orphaned at a very early age and

thus did not have the time to develop a relationship with their
families.

Living arrangements prior to leaving home

Living arrangements Number
Female headed household 21
Lived with both parents . 11
Lived with parent and step parént 11
No family ‘ 11
Lived with relatives 8
Lived with adoptive family 3
Lived with husband 1
Lived with neighbor 1
Lived with father only 1
Total number 68

Table 5.22: Girls' of the street living arrangements prior to

leaving home (n = 68).

As we can see, girls that are living on the streets full time
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come from a wide variety of households. Only eleven arrived on
the streets from a two-parent household. The largest number,
21, came from a female headed household, typically a mother and
children who had lost their husband and father through war,
disease or desertion. Women left in this situation find it very
hard to survive and are often forced to send children out to work
or to send them out altogether to fend for themselves.

Eleven girls left a household where a step-parent was
present, and all eleven of these girls reported being mis-treated
by their step-parents (seven being step-mothers, three being
step-fathers and one being a step-grandmother).

A further eleven girls said they had no family. They had
been orphaned. The remaining girls had lived in a variety of
domestic arrangements; they had lived with uncles, aunts,
grandparents, neighbours, husbands and with families who had
adopted them.

Birthplace

The majority of the 68 girls come from an urban background.
Thirty seven were born in Addis Ababa and a further 26 came
from large regional towns throughout Ethiopia. Only two came
from a village background, and a further three from a rural,
farming background.
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Summary

There are many possible reasons why a girl might go to the
streets so it is difficult to generalise. However, what
characterises many of the girls is rejection by an adult unable or
unwilling to care for them - whether this be a parent, a step-
parent, an employer or a relative. As individualistic as the
reasons listed above are, they serve to dispel some common
myths regarding street girls. For instance, only one girl reported
coming to the streets because of sexual abuse, and this was by
her employer's son in the house where she worked as a maid; only
one reported physical abuse at the hands of a male (although
many mention beatings by mothers and step-mothers); and only
one girl reported that she was attracted by the good life she
thought she could have by becoming a prostitute.

Few girls come to the streets full-time before the age of
twelve. Those that do are likely to have lost their mothers.

Of those children who had contact with their families
before coming to the streets, the majority (61%) had a poor
relationship with their families. The remainder described their
relationship as "smooth."

Only a small number (16%) lived with both parents prior to
coming to the streets. The remainder lived in a variety of
domestic situations, most commonly living with their mothers
and siblings.
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Quantitative Results

This section details the quantitative material collected
from girls of the street concerning their experiences of
pregnancy, rape, sexual assaults, prostitution, contraceptive use,
solicitation, beatings and theft.

Pregnancy (Question seven, victim survey, appendix nine;
Question eight, appendix ten)

Of the 68 interviewees, seventeen (25%) girls have been
pregnant. Table 5.23 below indicates the nature of the
relationships which led to these girls becoming pregnant.

Source of pregnancy Number
Commercial sex 7
Rape 4
Casual “marriages” 3
Traditional early marriages 2
Boyfriend 1

Table 5.23: Nature of relationships leading to girls’' of the

street pregnancies (n = 17).

~ Ten girls reported the age at which they first became
pregnant; the average age was 15.9 years. The following is the
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outcome of the seventeen pregnancies:

Outcome Details Number
Baby died From cold 1
From intestinal disease 1
Child is growing up with mother | Mother is a prostitute 1
on the streets Mother is a beggar 1
Baby was stolen Presumably for begging purposes | 1
Hospital kept baby Told mother she was incapable of | 1
caring for the child on the streets
Mother still expecting Two having unsuccessfully tried | 4
to abort the child
Abortion 7

Table 5.24: Outcomes of girls' of the streets pregnancies (n =
17).

Rape (Question four, victim survey, appendix nine; Question
five, victim survey appendix ten)

Of the 68 girls, 30 (44%) have been raped. Briefly, their
accounts, and their age at their first rape, are as follows:

- Age 6. Gang of six boys raped her when her Mother took her out
of Addis Ababa to the countryside to visit relatives.

- Age 10. She was first raped when she was ten and it has
happened frequently since then.
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- Age 11. A group of three boys attacked her and held her down
while one of them raped her.

- Age 11. She was raped once and it has not happened since.

- Age 12. This was the first time and it has since happened
three times.

- Age 12. A group of boys raped her.

- Age 13. A group of boys held her while they took turns to rape
her.

- Age 13. No details given.

- Age 13. Raped by two boys on the street at knife point.

- Age 13. Taken to hotel by knife point and raped there by one
man.

- Age 13. She had recently arrived in the city and a boy forced
her into a hotel where he raped her.

- Age 13. A woman gave her marijuana to smoke and then
brought in men to have sex with her. It was the woman's way of
initiating her to prostitution.

- Age 13. While sleeping on the streets, a group of boys armed
with knives and stones raped her.

- Age 14. A group of boys raped her.

- Age 14. Refused to go to bed with a boy. He beat her so she
went.

- Age 14. A group of boys raped her. This has happened her four
times. '

- Age 14. A boy on his own attacked her and raped her.

- Age 14. Taken by force to a hotel.

- Age 14. When she was new to street life, a man tricked her
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into carrying goods for him. He took her to a room and
threatened her with a razor-blade and said he would kill her if
she resisted. A

- Age 15. Taken by force to a hotel and raped there.

- Age 15. Attacked by three boys. Two raped her while
threatening her with a razor-blade.

- Age 15. Taken to hotel by knife point and raped there.

- Age 15. A customer refused to pay her and when she tried to
leave, he raped her.

- Age 15. No details given.

- Age 16. A boy encouraged her to become intoxicated and then
forced her to have sex.

- Age 16. She was on the streets at 10 pm and a group of five
boys took her by force to a dark street where each of them raped
her.

- Age 17. Group of seven boys held her down while one raped her.
- Age 17. A customer took her to his house where he had four
friends waiting. All five men raped her. She did not resist as
she felt there was no point.

- Age 17. Gang of three attacked her. One raped her.

- Age 18. Raped in the house where she worked as a maid.

These accounts are of the girls' first experiences of rape
(average age at first rape: 13.8 years).

Sexual Attacks (Question four, victim survey, appendix nine;
Question three, victim survey, appendix ten)
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Apart from the 30 (44%) girls who were raped, an additional
eighteen (26%) reported that boys attempted to sexually attack
them. In total, 48 (71%) of the 68 girls have been sexually
attacked. Of these 48, 30 were raped.

Selling sex for material gain (Question eight, victim survey,
appendix nine; Question six, victim survey, appendix ten)

Thirty (44%) of the 68 girls reported having exchanged sex
for payment. The average age at which these girls were first
paid for sex was 14.2 years.

Contraceptives (Question ten, victim survey, appendix ten)

A portion of the sample (n=32) were asked what form of
contraceptives they used (multiple responses recorded):

Method of contraception Number
None 11
Condoms 10

N/A 7
Contraceptive pill 6
Intercourse during menstruation | 2

Table 5.25: Contraception use as reported by 32 girls of the

street.
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Solicitation (Question eight, victim survey, appendix nine;
Question seven, victim survey, appendix ten)

Fifty one (75%) of the 68 girls have been asked to prostitute
themselves, either by bar-owners or by private individuals
requesting their services.

Being beaten (Question one, victim survey, appendices 9-10)

Fifty three (78%) of the 68 girls reported experiencing
beatings on the streets. The majority say they are most often
beaten by boys when they refuse/resist to have sex with them.

The next most common occasion is when boys steal their money

from them.
Assailants Reasons Numbers
Deriyeas Asking/forcing for sex 26

Theft
Bullying

For informing to police

12

3

Prostitutes’ clients

For protesting re. payment
For protesting re. positions

For insisting a condom be used

Passers-by

For begging

EPRDF

For stealing

Table 5.26: Sources of girls of the streets

. responses recorded).
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Theft: (Question three, victim survey, appendix nine;
question two, victim survey, appendix ten)

Type of theft Number
Theft of clothing 28
Deriveas stealing moneyv 19
Prostitutes’ clients refusing to pay 7

Baby was stolen 1

No experience of theft reported 15

Table 5.27: Types of theft reported by girls of the street.

Fifty five (81%) girls reported having had things stolen
from them on the street. Twenty eight (41%) girls specifically
mentioned their spare clothes being stolen from them. This
usually happens when they are new to the street and have no safe
place to keep their possessions. One girl had her baby stolen,
along with 90 Birr which a foreigner had given her. More than
likely this was done so that the thief could use the child as a
begging aid. A girl or woman with a baby can earn up to twice
what a girl without a baby can earn from begging.

Summary: Victimisation of Girls of the Street
The victimisation experienced by this sample of 68 girls of
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the street is presented in Figure 5.4 below.

100}

per cent

Solicitation
Theft
Beatings
Rape
Pregnancy

Sex. attack
Selling sex

Figure 5.4: Summary of the nature and incidence of

victimisation experienced by girls of the street (n=68).

As we can see, the victimisation street girls experience
centres primarily around sex and theft. The fear of sexual
assault, rape and sexual diseases is a perennial one for girls of
the street. Once a girl becomes sexually mature she will become
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a target for rape (the average age of first experience of rape is
13.8 years). Six of the 30 rape victims were raped whilst age
twelve or younger. The perpetrators of rape against street girls
are usually street boys. The reason street boys give for raping
girls is that they have no money to pay for prostitutes and also
that they can be certain that a girl who is not a prostitute will
not have any venereal diseases or Aids. Girls are often raped by
groups of boys after they have been drinking. For each two or
three boys, one girl is taken, by knife point, to a deserted area
and raped. However, as many as six or seven boys may rape one
girl. Another common format is for an older street "boy" (late
teens, early twenties) to approach a girl and to take her, again by
knife point, to a cheap hotel, some place where he can rent a
room and rape her there (see "Case Studies and Discussion
Groups").

To avoid such attacks, girls try to be indoors before dark.
in effect, they impose a nightfall curfew upon themselves. There
is a widespread perception among street boys, bar-owners and
members of the general public that street girls are freely
available for sex. Almost all sexually mature street girls will
be routinely solicited for sex. Forty four per cent of street girls
have been paid for sex at some point. Twenty five per cent (17)
of the interviewees are or have been pregnant.

Girls up to the age of fourteen are routinely threatened,
intimidated and robbed by older boys. Any possessions they do
not keep in a safe place are also likely to be stolen. Those that
refuse to part with their earnings are often beaten into
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acquiescence. When they first arrive in Addis Ababa bus station,
rural children are often naive as to the harshness of the city. It
is a favourite spot for thieves. The bus station is where many of
the newcomers first lose their clothes and money. Coming from
rural communities where theft may be practically non-existent,
the opportunistic crowds of peddlers and petty thieves at the bus
station constitute a harsh culture shock. Girls may innocently
hand over their bag to someone who offers to carry it and
suddenly it is gone.

Solicitation for prostitution is a common experience for
older street girls. The majority of sexually mature street girls
will be solicited by private individuals and "brokers." The girls
not solicited were either sexually immature, visibly pregnant or
had a child.
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Case Studies

So far we have looked at particular aspects of street girls'
lives in isolation. The following case studies serve to illustrate
how a combination of these experiences may impinge on a
particular girl. These case studies were compiled from a number
of the questionnaires completed with girls of the street who
contributed to the preceding section. In addition, a
developmental profile of adolescent street girls outlines some
of the common experiences of street girls of different ages.

This profile can be found in appendix thirteen.

Case Study 1

Almaz's mother died when Almaz was fourteen. Her step-
father remarried almost immediately. Her new step-mother beat
her incessantly, as did her step-father. She was forced to leave
her home. Her first night on the street, a group of drunk boys
approached her and offered her a bed for the night. She refused
but they beat her and one of them took her to a hotel where he
raped her. Shortly after this a taxi-boy suggested they live
together. She agreed and at fifteen she gave birth, at which
point her "husband" disappeared. After one month, her baby died
from the cold. Almaz, now sixteen, sleeps in a rented room for
50 cents a night and continues to beg on the streets. Her
greatest fear is to be raped again and to become pregnant.
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Case Study 2

Azeb left Nazareth at fourteen, having become an orphan.
She was told she could find work in Addis Ababa. After a month
there, a man tricked her into carrying goods into his house where
he raped her at knife point. Her only way to survive is to beg
and, when she is desperate for money, to prostitute herself.
Because she did not understand about contraceptives, she almost
immediately became pregnant. The baby was born premature
after she was assaulted by a group of boys. The hospital decided
to keep it. She never saw her baby and fears that it is, in fact,
dead. Her greatest fear is that she won't be able to beg enough
each day for her rent (50 cents), in which case she will have to
stay out after dark and almost surely be raped.

Case Study 3

Hiroot, age fourteen, lived with her mother and siblings
until she was thirteen. She has no father and her mother is
insane. She drove Hiroot from the house by attacking her with a
knife and stabbing her so now she lives on the streets. When she
can afford it, she rents a room for the night, otherwise she
sleeps outside. Boys frequently try to attack them at night and
she and her friends scream for the police or soldiers who protect
them. She begs for left-over food and this is how she lives.

Boys frequently suggest that she spend the night with them but
she feels she is too young.
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Case Study 4

Kibinish, age eighteen, left her family with their approval
one year ago to come to Addis Ababa to find work. A broker
found her a job as a maid. She was always quarrelling with a
relative of the house and then one day, after she had been there
five months, he raped her. She left the house and took up begging
around a large church. She made friends there and slept in the
plastic shelters built in front of the church. She developed a
relationship with one of the beggars there and lived with him,
"as a wife." She became pregnant almost immediately and he
died shortly afterwards from a disease. The baby had not yet
been born at the time of the interview.

Case Study S

Sahai, age thirteen, lived at home with her father and step-
mother until four months ago. She left home because she was
constantly fighting with her step-mother over missing school
and failing exams. She sleeps outside and lives by begging for
coins from passers-by and left-over food from restaurants.
Groups of boys have come to their sleeping place three times in
her four months on the street. Each time she has run away.

Case Study 6

Gannet, age seventeen, was born to beggars and has lived in
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a plastic shelter and begged on the streets all her life. At
fourteen, she moved out on her own as she was being nagged by
her step-father and his new wife (her mother having died shortly
before of hepatitis). On her first night she was weeping and had
no place to go. A group of boys offered her a bed and she refused.
So they beat her and one of them took her to a hotel where he
slept with her. The next day she went to live with other girl
beggars and then a wyalla for six months. When she became
pregnant, he left. She returned to live with her friends in rented
rooms and they helped her financially while she was having the
child. After six weeks, the baby died "from the cold." Now she
only wishes to have enough money to start a small trade so that
she might have enough money not to have to beg.

Case Study 7

Kalkidan, age seventeen, lived with her mother until she
died. Then she went to live with her grandfather until she was
sixteen. He took in a maid, who also served as a wife. This
woman did not want Kalkidan in the house. She harassed her so
much that Kalkidan had to be sent to a mental hospital. She
escaped from there and returned to her grandfather, but still the
maid/wife did not want her, so she left for the streets. Kalkidan
took up with a group of girl beggars. One night she was out
begging late and she asked a group of seven boys for money. They
grabbed her and held her down while one of them raped her. This
made her pregnant. While pregnant, she began to prostitute
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herself. The baby had not yet been born at the time of the
interview.

349



INTERVIEWS WITH GIRLS OF THE STREET, PART TWO:
RESILIENCE AND SUSCEPTIBILITY

Method

In 1993, an additional 32 girls of the street were
interviewed, between 15 November and 9 December. They were
interviewed for two reasons:

1. To provide a supplement to the victimisation data
collected from 36 girls of the streetin 1992. These
additional interviews would bring the total sample of girls
of the street to 68. As we have seen in "Interviews with
Girls of the Street, Part One", this victimisation
information has been presented in conjunction with the
1992 data.

2. The questionnaire used in 1992 (see appendix nine)
focused on victimisation. In addition to victimisation data,
the questionnaire used in 1993 (see appendix ten) sought to
elicit information on the long term effects of living on the
street, factors of vulnerability to victimisation, the group
and coping strategies. It is this additional material which
is reported below (n=32).
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Long Term Effects of Living on the Streets

The following questions sought to explore the giris' feelings
towards the abuse they experience on the streets; their fears and
concerns; and what they felt the long term consequences of
street life would be for them.

Question one: How do you feel about the fact that you are
attacked and abused and other girls are not?

Of this sample of 32 girls of the street, ten girls reported
that they are not more abused than other girls and they attribute
this to various protective factors such as having a husband or
avoiding deriyeas. One girl reported that she has become used to
her abusive lifestyle. The remaining 21 said that the abuse
which they experience greatly upsets them. They reported
feelings of bitterness; neglect; regret at having come to Addis
Ababa; resentment; vulnerability; crying every day; sorrow;
depression; helplessness; loneliness; homesickness; and the
feeling that life is unbearable.

Question two: How do ordinary people treat you on the
street? Why is this?

The second question in this section asked girls how they
were treated by "ordinary" people in the streets, that is, by
passers-by, shoppers and pedestrians as opposed to other street
children or street people. For the most part, the treatment they
receive is mixed: some people beat them and insult them by
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calling them lazy and prostitutes, whereas others show
sympathy by giving them coins or genuinely trying to help by
offering advice and encouragement. Most of the girls reported
that they hate begging and that they are daily mocked, insulted
and belittled on the streets.

Question three: Are you afraid of boys and men? Why?

This question explored street girls' fear of boys and men.
When asked if they feared boys and men, all 32 girls reported
that they did. The unanimous response to this question reflects
the reality that, for street girls, males are primarily perceived
as a threat. When asked why they fear boys and men, 28 of the
32 girls specifically mentioned rape. The remaining four girls
reported being afraid of being beaten and robbed.

Question four: Are you afraid to be on your own on the
street?

A related question asked if girls are afraid to be on their
own on the streets. Again, the answers to this question were
unanimous - girls are afraid to be on their own on the streets,
especially after dark. This further illustrates the pervasive fear
levels among street girls.

Question five: What is your greatest fear?

The responses to this question were quite varied:
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- Rape (11)

- Multiple rape (4)

- Car accident (3) ‘

- To be killed by deriyeas (3)

- To be killed by men (2)

- To become sick from the cold (2)

- Injuries from being beaten (1)

- Attacks by deriyeas (1)

- Men (1)

- To be beaten by police (1)

- Not being paid by clients (1)

- To be brought to the forest and left for the hyenas (1)
- To be killed by men as a sacrifice to the devil (1)

As varied as these responses are, there is a trend. Street
girls' greatest fears concern what men may do to them. Twenty
seven of the girls are most frightened by the savagery of men,
whether it be common fears such as being badly beaten or raped,
or more outlandish, apparently unrealistic fears such as being
sacrificed to the devil. The girl who feared being left to the
hyenas had in fact previously been brought to the forest by a
client and, after having sex with her, he drove off leaving her to
walk back to the city. Fear of hyenas in the forest at night is a
realistic fear in Ethiopia and is accentuated by the fact that
hyenas are seen as an heinous creature, an embodiment of the
"evil eye."

"~ Only five girls do not mention fears involving men - three
are most afraid of being involved in a car accident and two fear
becoming ill from the cold, both very real fears.
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Question six: What do you think the long term effects of
your living/working on the streets will be?

Multiple responses to this question were recorded to give an
indication of the prevalence of concerns amongst the sample.
These responses are recorded below:

Predicted outcome of street life Number
Sickness 235

Lack of education 22
Physical injury 15
Sexual diseases 9
Uncertain future 8
Homesickness 8

Other 25

Table 5.28: Predicted outcomes of living on the streets, as

expressed by girls of the street (n=32, multiple responses
recorded).

Sickness was most widely mentioned as a negative
consequence of street life. Twenty five of the girls felt that
street life is, or would be, a threat to their physical health.
Being out in the cold and wet was viewed as the main source of
sickness and disease.

- The fact that spending time on the streets interferes with
schooling was expressed as a concern by 22 of the 32 girls. None
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of the sample of girls of the street were receiving any education
and the majority expressed the desire to avail of the opportunity.

Fifteen of the girls mentioned that living and working on
the streets meant that they were likely to be injured in attacks
by deriyeas.

Nine of the sample expressed a fear of STDs, including Aids.

Eight girls reported that by living on the streets, their
futures were uncertain and there was no sense of security,
stability, or future prospects in their lives. Instead, they merely
lived from day-to-day.

Homesickness was reported as a problem by eight girls.
These girls reported missing their families and also missing the
security that a family provides - protection from attacks, a safe
place to sleep and people who care about what happens to them.

Other long term consequences of street life, expressed as
"Other" in Table 5.28, included:

- Nobody will care for me if | get sick (6).

- I'm afraid I'll be raped (6).

- | am afraid of dying (4).

- | might be in a traffic accident (4).

- I'll be taken away by the police (1).

- | will always be ashamed because | am a beggar (1).

- If | die, nobody will bury me (1).

- | have no future, only misery and suffering (1).

- | have no future. I'm doomed to the streets until | die (1).

In total, 112 responses were collected for this question.
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Seventy of them related to becoming sick, being attacked or
dying (the remainder largely referring to lack of education, lack
of security and homesickness). Clearly then, the consequences of
street life are seen as being dangerous and negative. Not a

single girl mentioned any positive aspect of being on the streets.
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Factors of Vulnerability to Victimisation

The following series of questions examined factors which
may increase a street girl's susceptibility to victimisation.
That is to say, an attempt was made to elicit information on
factors in the lifestyle of street girls that might create
opportunities for victimisation.

Question one: In cases where you are attacked, what is your
relationship with the offender?

Relationship with assailant Number
Strangers 10
Prostitutes” potential clients 8

N/A 7

Prostitutes clients arguing over priceor | 5
“unnatural” positions

Insulting/teasing deriyeas 2

Table 5.29: Relationship with attackers, as reported by girls of
the street (n=32).

Ten of the 32 girls said that they had nothing to do with the
attacker - that they were attacked by strangers. A further seven
said that the question did not apply to them. The most
frequently mentioned relationship (8) was that the girl was a
prostitute and deliberately sought to attract men by calling to
them or following them to drink in the bars. This occasionally
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led to the girl being beaten for some perceived slight or other. A
further reason, mentioned by another five prostitutes, was that
clients occasionally became abusive if they were arguing about
the price to be paid, or if clients wanted a service (anal or oral
sex) to which the girl would not agree. Two girls mentioned that
they were sometimes beaten if they go too far in teasing or
insulting deriyeas.

Question two: Where do you sleep and with whom?

Location With whom Number
Rented rooms With friends 14

With “husbands™ 2
Outside. on the “veranda™ With friends 10
Tella-bait floor With fellow prostitutes | 4
Kitchen floor of sympathetic Alone 1
family
With grandmother Alone 1

Table 5.30: Sleeping location of girls of the street (n=32).

The second question asked girls where, and with whom, they
sleep. Fourteen girls reported that they sleep in rented rooms
with other street girls. Ten girls sleep outside in groups on the
"verandas." The remaining girls sleep in a variety of places; two
sleep in rented rooms with their "husbands"; four sleep on the
floor of the tella-bait where they work and prostitute; one |
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sleeps with her grandmother; and one sleeps in the kitchen of a
house because the owners felt sorry for her and wanted to give
her somewhere to sleep.

Question three: At what times are you
robbed/attacked/raped? Why are you attacked? Where does
it happen?

The most frequent responses were "Late at night when | am
looking for customers” (9), "At night, while sleeping outside" (6),
and "When | refuse free sex" (7). The latter responses refers to
the fact that street girls are frequently "invited" for sex with
deriyeas who have no intention of paying them. We shall later
see that many girls comply with this demand to avoid a beating,
which is the usual result of refusing.

Other responses included, "At night while waiting for our
rooms to open" (2) and, "When | refuse different positions" (2)
(referring to prostitutes' reluctance to provide anal or oral sex
to customers).

Question four: Do you go out in the evenings alone? Why?

Twenty seven girls reported that they do not go out alone
for fear of rapes and attacks. However, we shall see later that
they do go out in groups. Only five girls reported going out alone -
one goes to beg around the bars, one goes to meet friends, but
only if there are policemen around, and three prostitutes go out
to look for clients, alone.
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Question five: Do you do anything to make attacks happen,
for example, mix with deriyeas?

This question sought to investigate the girls' own
understanding of their susceptibility to victimisation. Fifteen
girls said they did nothing to contribute to their attacks.
However, the remaining seventeen girls offered a number of
explanations to account for their experiences of being attacked:

- as a prostitute, the girl deliberately mixes with deriyeas and
drinks with them and sometimes this leads to her being
victimised in some way (3).

- refusing to have sex for no fee. This angers the man and
sometimes he beats her (3).

- refusing "different positions" (2).

- simply by working on the streets at night, the girl recognises
that she is making herself vulnerable (2).

- sometimes the girl mixes with deriyeas because they give her
food. This often ends in trouble (2).

Other responses included "trying to cheat customers,"
"simply sleeping on the streets,” "insulting deriyeas," "working
in the same area as deriyeas" and "simply by begging on the
streets."

Question six: Why are you picked when other girls are
not?

In an attempt to approach the issue of girls' understanding
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of their susceptibility to victimisation from another
perspective, girls were also asked why they are attacked while
other girls are not. Sixteen girls felt that they were not more
abused than other street girls. Of these sixteen, thirteen said
that all street girls were equally mistreated. The remaining
three attributed their protection to having a "husband," being
friendly with deriyeas and not arguing with deriyeas. The
remaining sixteen attributed their higher levels of victimisation
to:

- refusing when asked for free sex. Other girls comply out of
fear or because they hope for some payment or a meal (6).

- being new to the streets and naive (1).

- refusing "unnatural acts" (1).

- being too quiet and shy. | should be tougher (2).

- bad luck (1).

- being sexually developed and therefore attractive (1).

- sleeping outside (1).

- because | stay out begging late (1).

- because | insult deriyeas (1).

- because | have no relatives to protect me (1).

Question seven: Where do you go in the evenings? Why?

The final question in this section again explored the evening
time activities of street girls. Eighteen of the girls go to the
streets to work as prostitutes at night. A further six go around
the bars to beg and one works as a broker for prostitutes; that
is, she locates girls for clients outside a busy city-centre bar
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and night-club, popular with foreigners and wealthy Ethiopians.
Only four girls report that they go in after dark (7pm). Thus, 28
of these girls of the street are on the streets in the evening, for
one reason or another.

Summary

The single greatest factor of susceptibility to

victimisation is whether or not a girl goes out after dark. By and
large, it is at night when most serious assaults take place. This
is compounded when a girl's chosen form of work is prostitution.
In addition to being out after dark, this requires her to mix with
men in bars, to stand waiting for customers on the streets and to
go into rooms with customers where disputes regarding the price
and positions to be used may occur.
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The Role of the Group

This series of questions sought to investigate the role of
the group in the lives of girls of the street.

Question one: Who do you spend most of your time with on
the streets/at home?

Twenty eight of the girls in this sample of 32 reported that
they sleep with other street girls. Twenty nine girls reported
that they work with their friends. Twenty six of these 29 girls
said they work in a group for safety. Those girls that are
prostitutes stand together in small groups on the streets while
waiting for customers. Only two girls said they spend most of
their time alone; one spends most of her time with her "husband"
and one girl did not respond to this question.

Question two: What ages and sex are your friends?

The majority of this sample belong to a clearly defined
group of street children. Fifteen of the girls are part of a mixed
group of adolescents. Twelve are part of an all female group.
Three girls (prostitutes) counted their regular customers
amongst their friends because these men offer protection and
frequently provide food and clothes or medicine in the event of
illness. Only two girls said that they had no friends and were
part of no specific group.

Question three: What do you and your friends do for each
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other?

Multiple responses were recorded for this question in order
to access the range of services street girls provide for each
other. Fourteen girls said that their friends help them when they
are sick, by giving them food, washing their clothes, paying for
their medication and by sitting with them and keeping them
company. A further fourteen girls stated that friends most often
help each other by sharing out money and clothes, thus ensuring
that even when a girl earns no money herself on a particular day,
she can rely on her friends to feed her. A number of girls stated
that they own no clothes, that is to say, clothes are shared out
communally.

Other responses included, "Helping when | am attacked,"
"Taking me to the clinic when | am sick" and "Contributing money
for abortions." Only one girl said that she had no friends and that
nobody did anything for her.

Question four: Do you work alone or with friends? Why?

Twenty nine of the sample work with friends, with 26
specifically mentioning that they do so for safety reasons.
Three girls work alone: two to avoid competition whilst begging
and one because she has no friends.

Question five: Do you do anything with your friends in the
evening? Do you drink or chew khat with them?

A girl's friends provide a social outlet. Most nights when
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they are not working, street girls simply sit together and chat
amongst themselves. Fifteen said that about once a week they
chew khat and drink alcohol together. Four girls reported that
they work every night, but by day they sit together, drink coffee
and gossip. On holidays, they may pool their money and buy some
nice food and coffee.

Question six: Do you share money with your group? Why?

For girls of the street, the necessity for friends is clearly
seen in the responses to this question. The answers to this
question were evenly divided. Fourteen girls reported that they
did not share their money with their friends and twelve reported
that they did. A further two reported that they share money only
when somebody is sick. (Four did not respond to this question).
We shall see later that this communality is not shared by girls
on the street.

Question seven: If you see one of your group being attacked,
what do you do?
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Reported reaction to seeing Number
friend being attacked

Physically intervene 13
Scream for the police 10
Attempt to mediate 4

Get male friends 3
Nothing 1

No response 1

Table 5.31: Girls' of the street responses to, "If you see one of

your group being attacked, what do you do? (n=32).

In total, 30 of the 32 girls reported that they would
intervene in some way if a friend was being beaten, robbed or
was simply involved in a quarrel. This further illustrates how
important girls of the street are to each other for protection,
solidarity and support.

Summary

As we can see, friends are a very important part of a street
girl's life. Most of her activities (sleeping, working, eating,
recreation) are carried out with this circle of friends. The
majority of street girls "living alone on the streets” are in fact
rarely alone. Particularly in the event of becoming sick or in the
event of being attacked or harassed on the streets, the group
plays an important protective/nurturing role without which
many girls would find street life untenable.
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Coping Strategies

This series of questions explores the tactics employed by
girls of the streets to make their lives safer.

Question one: How do protect yourself from robberies and
attacks?

Multiple responses were recorded for this question in order
to fully explore the range of protective tactics used by girls of

the streets. The responses recorded were as follows:

- Stay in a group (15).

- Run away when deriyeas come (8).

- Only work near police/soldiers (8).

- Scream if attacked (6).

- Avoid areas where deriyeas are (6).

- Select customers carefully. Some girls only have sex with
regular customers whom they know and trust (6).

- Be respectful to men, even when they are rude and insulting. If
they ask for money to buy cigarettes, give it to them without
complaint (5).

- If disturbed, call the police (4).

- Do not wander in unfamiliar areas (4).

- Go in before 8pm, when drunks are around (4).

- If insulted, do not respond (3).

Other responses included, "Leave money with somebody |
trust”, "Stay in my own area", "Escape if a client becomes

367



abusive by pretending to go to the toilet", "Stay in well-lit
areas", "Bring clients to a hotel | know", "Hide money in my hair
or under my arm", "Do not sleep near deriyeas", "Sleep near the
church", "Work around the big hotels on busy streets at night" and
"Avoid arguing with anyone."

By employing tactics such as those listed above, a girl who
appears to be standing alone on the streets begging or peddling
goods, is, in fact, within sight of a number of other street girls
and street boys who will come to her assistance if the need
arises. Apart from her immediate friends, a girl will become
known in the area she works in and will become a familiar sight
to shop-keepers, stall-owners, police, soldiers and others who
are regularly present there. Many girls of the street report that
they make attempts to foster good relations with these people
so that they, too, may assist her in a time of need; whether it be
to physically defend her, lend her a few coins, give her a drink of
water, or offer her a place to store her wares.

Question two: Would you tell the police if that happened [if
you were robbed or attacked]?

Thirty of the girls said they would report an incident to the
police. Only two said they would not as they would fear what the
attackers would do if they found out that the girl had reported
them to the police.

Question three: Is there any way you can get revenge?

When it comes to getting revenge for attacks, assaults or
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robberies, nineteen girls report that they can rely on boys in
their group or deriyeas they know (16) or, for prostitutes, on
regular customers (3). The remaining thirteen girls feel there is
no way they can get revenge.

Question four: If you or somebody you know becomes
pregnant, what can you do about it?

While not directly concerned with coping strategies for
making their lives safer, a question which asked girls what they
would do in the event of becoming pregnant neatly illustrates the
differences between categories of street girls. For this reason,
this question was asked of each of our samples of girls of the
street, girls on the street and urban poor school girls. The 32
girls of the street who constitute the present sample responded
that, if they or somebody they know became pregnant, they
would:

- Get an abortion (18).

- Give birth because abortions can make you very sick or even
kill you (8).

- Give birth because | do not know how to get an abortion (1).
- Give birth (1).

- Give birth because abortion is a sin (2).

- No response (2).

" Those girls who chose the abortion option frequently
commented, "l am a street girl, | could not support a baby" or "It
would be impossible for me to help a baby." Interestingly,
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responses were largely determined by the practicality of
survival rather than by moral or religious considerations.

Question five: Are there certain areas you avoid?

Finally, interviewees were asked whether there were
certain areas they avoided. Only one girl said she was free to go
wherever she liked. All 31 other girls avoided areas for
predictable reasons; because there are deriyeas there (21),
because it is unsafe to go outside one's own area (9) and, finally,
one girl reported that she avoids a particular area because she
had been raped there previously.
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Summary: Girls of the Street, Resilience and Susceptibility

Girls of the street only envision or forecast negative
consequences of their having spent time on the streets: demands
on their physical health, interference with their education and
injuries from attacks by street boys. Their treatment from
passers-by is mixed. All of the girls is this sample reported
that they fear men, primarily because of the threat of sexual
assaults.

The factor which is most frequently identified by street
girls as exposing them to victimising incidents is being on the
streets after dark; whether this is due to working as a
prostitute, begging or sleeping there.

The group plays an important role in the life of a street girl.
She spends much of her time with a small group of friends -
eating, sleeping and working together. Members of this group
will offer mutual support in the event of sickness or harassment
on the streets. Indeed, the group is identified as the primary
coping strategy in dealing with the vicissitudes of street life.

The most frequently cited coping strategies for minimising
victimisation are to stay in a group, to avoid deriyeas and to
work near police and soldiers who might serve as protectors in
the event of being attacked.
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INTERVIEWS WITH GIRLS ON THE STREET

Introduction

The category on the street is the largest category of street
children in Addis Ababa. As we have seen in Chapter two, this
category represents a heterogenous group of street children who
may differ from each other in a number of ways. For instance,
children on the street spend varying degrees of time working on
the street but, typically, they sleep at home with siblings and at
least one parent. Furthermore, what they earn on the street can
have differing values to their families, depending on the
families' circumstances. For some, it is the primary income of
the household, for others it provides additional income for minor
luxuries. Thus, we can see that such a broad categorisation as
children on the street is, inevitably, rather blunt. However, in
spite of its broadness, the category on the street was deemed to
be useful in the following interviews for the purpose of
contrasting the data with that elicited from girls of the street.
The crucial difference is that the home-based girls had the
protection of their families at night-time. Thus, while the
category on the street is very broad, it was suitable for the
purpose of comparing levels of victimisation between girls who
have the support and protection of their families, and those who
do not.

Method

Thirty five girls on the street were interviewed using the
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questionnaire found in appendix eleven. Each girl was
interviewed in the presence of two or three of her friends. Apart
from some minor differences, the questionnaire used was the
same as that used to interview girls of the street. The material
shall be presented using a similar format to that employed when
presenting material relating to girls of the street. Namely,
background information; victim survey; long-term effects of
street life; factors of vulnerability to victimisation; the group;
and coping strategies.

Background

Age

10 ~

Number of
Interviewees

13 14 15 16 17 18

Girls' ages

Figure 5.4: Number of girls on the street interviewed by age.
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Birthplace

All but two of the girls were born and reared in Addis
Ababa, more particularly, in Kirkos. The interviewees were
drawn from the Kirkos market, a typical Ethiopian urban market.
By and large, the interviewees are the daughters of families who
are long settled in this established slum area of the city.

Household Structure

Each of these girls sleep at home. All of them come from
very poor homes, thus the need for the children to be out working
on the streets. In eleven of the fifteen cases where the father is
present, he is reported as being unemployed. Many of their
mothers earn a meagre income through the sale of injera or tella.
The following Table shows the number of adults in each
household (Note: None of the interviewees are sisters):

Female only Male only Both
20 1 14

Table 5.32: Number of adults in household, as reported by girls
on the street (n=35).

Twenty of the homes are female headed. This is a typical
family profile for street children. Of the twenty missing
fathers, eleven have died and nine have divorced or deserted
their wives. No mothers are reported to have died and only one
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has deserted her family. It is not known why the mortality rate
for males is so much higher than for females. A possible
explanation might be the civil war, which killed hundreds of
thousands of soldiers over a seventeen year period.

Another surprising feature is the low rate of re-marriage.
Only one girl reported having a step-father and one other
reported having a step-mother. The most likely explanation for
this is that women find it hard to remarry when they have a
large number of children from a previous marriage. The average
number of children per family was 4.2.

To conclude, these girls come from the poorest background
but still have at least one parent. The large numbers of children
per family are often instrumental in keeping the family fed
through the work they do on the streets.

Family Relationship
By and large, the girls reported a good relationship with

their families. Nineteen described the relationship as "good" and
thirteen said they sometimes quarrel with their parents.
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Victim_ Survey

Beatings
Assailants Reasons Numbers
Deriyeas Theft 11
Police For selling on the streets | 7
N/A 17

Table 5.33: Sources if girls on the streets beatings (n=35).

Eighteen girls reported being beaten on the streets. In all
but one incident, this was related to their work activities. The
chief perpetrators were deriyeas (11) and the police (7). The
reasons for these beatings were, respectively, to steal forcibly
from the girls and to move them on and prevent them from
selling in public areas.

These beatings were neither regular nor severe. Only one
required hospital treatment (a policeman threw a stone which
hit her on the head. The cut required stitches). Fifteen of these
eighteen girls said these beatings had only happened once or a
few times. The other three which reported them happening "Many
times"”, were referring to the continuous moving on of peddlers
by the police.
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Theft

Tvpe of theft Number
Deriveas stealing money | 18

N/A 16

Table 5.34: Types of theft reported by girls on the street
(n=35).

Nineteen of the 35 respondents were the victims of theft
related to their street work. In all but one case, the thieves
were deriyeas who stole the wares of the girls (bread, kollo) for
their own consumption or else took the money the girls had
earned.

Rape, Sexual Attacks and Selling Sex for Material Gain

Five girls reported that groups of boys had attempted to
rape them but their cries had attracted the attention of
passers-by who had scared the attackers off.

One further girl reported having been raped. Two boys
attacked her on the streets early one evening, beat her up when
she resisted, and raped her.

The other 29 girls reported no experience of sexual attacks.
Nevertheless, fear of rape was widespread. Twenty seven girls
on the street reported that they are afraid of sexual attacks;
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seven reported that they are not afraid (the most common reason
given being the presence of family members while working); and
only one girl reported that she has never thought of it.

All 35 girls deny any involvement with prostitution. Only
fifteen girls claim to even know a prostitute, which is
surprisingly low, given the numbers of prostitutes in Addis
Ababa and the fact that many of them come from the same
socio-economic class as this sample. In nine of these fifteen
cases, the prostitute is a neighbour of the girl.

Solicitation

Seven girls have been solicited at one time or encouraged by
their older friends to become involved in prostitution. Five of
these seven have been approached by bar owners. In each case,
the bar owner offered the girl a job simply serving drinks, but
the girls suspected that more would be involved and so refused.
Two girls were advised by older girls to try prostitution.

Pregnancy and abortion

None of the girls have been pregnant or have had abortions.

Other Forms of Victimisation

When asked whether they are victimised in any other way,
seventeen of the girls said "No." However, twelve reported being

insulted and condemned by passers-by for the work they are
doing; two reported being harassed by adult peddlers; and four
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were the victims of what appears to be simple bullying. Kollo is
sold from grass trays which are carried on one hand held up at
shoulder level. Adolescent boys sometimes found fun in
deliberately knocking against the girls and sending their kollo
flying. This was quite commonly seen on the streets.

Summary

Girls on the street differ from girls of the street in that
they sleep at home. As we have seen in this section, girls on the
street experience considerably less victimisation than girls of
the street. The beatings they experience are typically mild and
infrequent. Thefts typically consist of boys stealing small
quantities of their wares. In most instances it involved a boy
taking a handful of kollo without paying for it. Such experiences
are common to almost all girls who work on the streets or in the
markets. Girls who do not report this kind of theft are those
who sell directly outside their own houses. By selling at her
door step, a girl can also mind a younger sibling, in addition to
her selling work. One girl from this sample of 35 reported
having been raped, and attempts were made to sexually assault
another five. Nevertheless, fear of rape was widely reported.
The majority of this sample reported that they do not feel safe
on the streets. None of this sample are involved in prostitution
and none have ever been pregnant. A summary of this data is
provided in Figure 5.6 below:
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victimisation experienced by girls on the street (n=35).
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Long Term Effects of Street Work

Like the previous sub-sample of girls of the street, this
sample of girls on the street work there on a regular basis. They
differ in that they sleep with their families at home. This
series of questions sought to investigate working girls’
perceptions of the effects on their well-being that working on
the streets might have.

Question one: How do you feel about the fact that you are
attacked and abused and other girls are not?

The first question in this section asked interviewees
whether they felt more abused than other girls. The
overwhelming majority (33) did not feel that their experiences
were particularly harsh. They did not feel more abused or
attacked than other girls. They are aware of the importance of
their families and of the fact that many of them do not have to
be out after dark (indeed, are forbidden to be so). Two girls said
that the fact that they were older would make them more
vulnerable to sexual attacks (indeed, three girls said the fact
that they were so small and young would serve to protect them
on the street from sexual assaults).

Question two: How do ordinary people treat you on the
street? Why is this?

Twenty five of the girls reported that they were sometimes
treated badly by passers-by on the streets. The most common
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forms of mis-treatment were insults and refusal to pay the
standard price for the girls' wares. Five girls reported "No
problem" on the streets, and five failed to answer this question.

Question three: Are you afraid of boys and men? Why?

Thirty girls reported being afraid of boys and men. Three
said they fear only deriyeas and only two reported no fear of
boys and men. Males are feared because of the threat of rape.
This is the primary reason, given by 25 of the girls. Five of the
girls said that they were afraid of being robbed. Thus, for 30 of
the girls, males are seen as being a threat.

Question four: Are you afraid to be on your own on the
street?

Twenty nine of the girls are afraid to be on the streets on
their own, a further two are afraid at night and only four are not
afraid to be on their own on the streets.

Question five: What is your greatest fear?

The responses to this question were:

- Rape (18).

- Car accidents (7).
- Theft (4).

- Police (3).

- Pregnancy (1).
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- Disease (1).

Question six: What do you think the long term effects of
your living/working on the streets will be?

Predicted outcome of street life Number
Lack of education 15
Injuries from attacks and rapes 9

Health problems due to exposure to cold/heat | 9

Don’t know 6
Car accident 6
Unemployment due to lack of education 3
None 2
No serious effects 2
Pregnancy 1

Table 5.35: Predicted outcomes of living/working on the

streets, as expressed by girls on the street (n=35, multiple
responses recorded).

Most of the respondents recognised that working on the
streets may have detrimental side effects. The primary worry,
expressed by fifteen of the girls, was that their education would
suffer. Because of the large amounts of time they were forced
to spend on the streets, they were unable to keep up with their
school work or, worse again, were forced to drop out of school.
Nine girls reported being primarily concerned with the hazards
to their health from being out in the cold or heat. Nine girls also
repofted fearing injuries from deriyeas.
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Factors of Vulnerability to Victimisation

The following questions sought to elicit data on what
factors, if any, made the girls vulnerable to victimisation. What
is it about their lifestyle and companions that make them
susceptible to victimisation? Given the relatively low levels of
victimisation experienced by girls on the street, many of the
questions in this section did not apply to these interviewees.
Nevertheless, it is informative to compare the responses of this
sub-sample to our other two sample groups.

Question one: In cases where you are attacked, what is your
relationship with the offender?

Relationship with assailant Number

N/A 27
None 4
Customers (of kollo) 2
They work near me 1

Police know me for stealing 1

Table 5.36: Relationship with attackers, as reported by girls on
the street (n=35).
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Thirty one girls said they had no prior relationship with
their attackers, or that the question was not relevant to them as
they had not been seriously attacked. Of the remaining four
girls, two said their attackers were customers, one was beaten
by the police as they were continually telling her not to sell in a
particular place and one said her attackers recognised her from
the streets.

Question two: Where do you sleep and with whom?

As we have seen in the background material for this sample,
all of the girls in this sample sleep at home with their families.

Question three: At what times are you
robbed/attacked/raped? Why are you attacked? Where does
it happen?

The low incidence of victimisation amongst this population
is again evident from the large amount of girls (22) for whom
this question was not applicable. Of the remaining thirteen
girls, ten are "attacked" while working on the street during the
day, and the remaining three while they worked on the streets at
night. As we have seen earlier, many of the day time "attacks"
can be classed as petty theft. Girls who sell their wares at
night (typically by going from bar to bar) are vulnerable to more
serious forms of victimisation. However, as we shall see below,
girls on the street who work after dark are very much in the

minority.

385



Question four: Do you go out in the evenings alone? Why?

Thirty one girls do not go out in the evenings. The
remaining four go out to work, but even then they go in by 8pm.
Of the 22 girls who gave reasons for not going out in the
evenings, seventeen said they were afraid of deriyeas, four were
forbidden to do so by their families and one stayed in to study.

Question five: Do you do anything to make attacks happen,
for example, mix with deriyeas?

Thirty girls said they did their best not to precipitate
attacks or that the question did not apply to them as they had not
been attacked. Of the others, three stated the fact that they
worked near deriyeas on the street left them vulnerable and two
said that they quarrelled over the price of their wares, which in
turn led to them being beaten or robbed in some minor way.

Question six: Why are you picked when other girls are not?

Question seven: Where do you go in the evenings? Why?

Summary

As we have seen from the "Victim Survey" material from
this sub-sample, these working girls do not experience frequent
victimisations on the streets. That is, relative to girls of the
streets, this sample is not overly vulnerable to victimisation (an
extensive comparison between the three sub-samples of girls is
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to be found at the end of this chapter). This is primarily due to
the fact that their work does not require them to be on the
streets at night and that they have the security of their family
home at night time. Victimisations against girls on the streets
are typified by adolescent boys taking a handful of kollo and
refusing to pay for it.
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The Role of the Group

This series of questions was designed to determine to what
extent the working girls relied on a group for support and
protection. As we have seen, it would be difficult for girls of
the street to survive without the support of friends who lend
each other money, food and clothes; look after each other when
they are sick; protect each other from attacks; and simply keep
each other company in the evening. The questions below
attempted to investigate whether the group plays such a
prominent role in the lives of home-based girls on the street.

Question one: Who do you spend most of your time with on
the streets/at home?

Most of the girls (22) reported that they do not mix with
boys, but remain in single sex groups. Only nine girls associated
with mixed groups and four girls reported that they have no
friends.

Question two: What do you and your friends do for each
other?

When asked what it was a group of friends do for each
other, the following responses were recorded:

- Share in a saving scheme (12).
- Sell my wares when I'm unable, for example, when | am gone to
eat, or if | am sick (7).
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- Lend me money if | have none (5).

- Give me change when | need to break a note (3).
- Nothing (3).

- | have no friends (2). |

- | rely on family members (2).

- We just play together (1).

Twelve of the girls share in an iqub, or saving scheme. This
kind of saving is practised widely among the poor in Addis Ababa.
A group is typically made up of four members, each of whom
contribute a small sum of money each week to a pool. This pool
is then available to be borrowed from in a time of need.

Seven girls mentioned that their friends will sell their
wares when they are unable. Three girls reported that their
friends give them change if they need to break a note. A further
three girls reported their friends do nothing for them, two say
they rely on a family member and two say they have no friends.

Question three: Do you work alone or with friends? Why?

For the most part, the girls' friends are also the people they
work along-side on the street. A total of 29 girls work with
friends (24) or family members (5). The reasons given for
working with friends were that "Friends will support me when
I've no money" and "Customers will not quarrel over the price if
my friends are there to support me."

Question four: Do you do anything with your friends in the -
evening? Do you drink or chew khat with them?
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The girls' friendships do not extend to the evening time. As
we have already seen, this sample of girls stay in at night.
Thirty three girls reported that they do not see their friends at
night time, that they just stay in their own homes. Only two
report "playing" with their friends at night. This involves just
visiting their homes and chatting. No drinking or khat chewing is
reported.

Question five: Do you share money with your group?
Only one girl of this sample of 35 reported sharing money
with her friends. The remainder considered the money they

earned to be exclusively their own.

Question six: If you see one of your group being attacked,
what do you do?

Thirty one of the 35 girls would act to protect a friend if
they saw her being attacked:

390



Reported reaction to seeing Number
friend being attacked

Scream for the police 14
Physically intervene 11

Get help from passers-by 3

Call the girl’s family 3

No friends 3
Nothing 1

Table 5.37: Girls' on the street responses to, "If you see one of

your group being attacked, what would you do?" (n=35).

This support is vital for otherwise vulnerable girls working
on the street. The altruism and assistance working girls provide
for each other does not extend as far as sharing money. Thirty
four of the 35 girls reported that they do not share money with
their friends.

Question seven: How do your friends help you when you are
in trouble?

The most common form of assistance, mentioned by 23
girls, is to be loaned money from the iqub, the saving scheme
described above. This money can be paid back interest free.
Other forms of assistance mentioned were to call for passers-by
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or the police to intervene if a customer refuses to pay, to try and
reason with trouble makers, to sell a girl's ware if she is sick,
or simply just to talk and discuss one's problems. Five girls
reported that they have no friends who will help them if they are
in trouble.

Summary

As it does for girls of the street, the group plays an
important role in the lives of girls working on the streets.
Almost all of this sample reported that they are part of a group,
generally all-female. It is with, or near, this group that a girl
works. The group performs important functions for girls
working on the streets. Primarily, a girl can borrow money from
her friends in a time of need (this does not extend to giving each
other money). This fact illustrates that the market place is not
necessarily cut-throat, competitive and entirely selfish. A
certain amount of altruism and sharing occurs. It is difficult to
see how a girl who does not participate in this sharing can stay
in business if she becomes sick or is temporarily unable to sell
for any reason. In the event of being harassed on the streets by
customers or passers-by, her friends will intervene in some way.
For these girls, who already have a family, the group does not
fulfil the family-type roles it does for girls of the street such
as sleeping together, giving each other food and money and caring
for each other when they are sick. Nevertheless, as we have
seen, membership of a group of friends provides an important
support network for girls on the streets also.
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Coping Strategies

This series of questions was designed to elicit data on the
coping strategies used by girls on the street to resist
victimisation.

Question one: How do you protect yourself from robberies
and attacks? Multiple responses were recorded:

- Avoid deriyeas (20).

- Keeping money and goods in a safe place (19).
- Running away (9).

- Going home before 8 pm (7).

- Stay in well-lit areas after dark (5).

As we can see, the most common strategy is to "avoid
deriyeas." By this, the respondents meant avoiding any
confrontation with boys on the streets - for example, ignoring
shouted insults or small amounts of their goods being stolen.
Another common strategy for avoiding robberies and attacks is
to keep as little wealth about one's person as possible.
Typically, money is left with a trusted shop or stall owner.

Question two: Would you tell the police if you were robbed
or attacked?

Thirty three girls reported that they would approach the
police in the event of being attacked. The remaining two said, "I
haven't thought about it" and "There is no need as | am never
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attacked."

Question three: Is there any way you can get revenge?

Twenty five girls on the street said there is no way to
avenge themselves in the event of being wronged. This is
probably because the bulk of the abuse they experience is
relatively petty and does not warrant revenge and is carried out
by strangers. Four girls reported their brothers would avenge
them and a further four reported that boys in the neighbourhood

would.

Question four: If you or somebody you know becomes
pregnant, what can you do about it?

It is interesting to compare the responses to this question
from the different groups of girls. The responses given by this
sample of girls on the street were as follows:

- Keep the child (27).

- Abortion (traditional) (3).
- Don't know (4).

- Tell parents (1).

Question five: How can you protect yourself in the evenings
from being attacked?

This question dealt specifically with how girls on the
street avoid attacks in the evening time. Again, multiple
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responses were listed:

- | stay at home (13).

- | don't go out alone (11).

- Go home earlier (6).

- Don't sell after 8pm (3).

- Avoid unlit places (3).

- Avoid deriyeas (2).

- Stay around my home (1).
- | wear adult clothes (1).

As we have seen earlier, street girls have a range of
avoidance strategies to keep themselves safe. In effect, girls
impose a curfew on themselves. Deriyeas are seen as the
primary source of danger.

Question six: Are there certain areas you avoid?

- Anywhere deriyeas are gathered or where there are men
walking or talking in a group (20).

- Dark, ill-lit areas (17).

- Anywhere not near my home (11).

- Deserted places, where there are no people (4).

As we can see, fear of attack severely restricts the
movement of these girls. As a whole, this group experiences
relatively little victimisation. Thus, we can conclude that the
fact that a girl is indoors at night (in most cases with a large
number of siblings) and there is at least one adult present is |
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sufficient protection against much of the victimisation which
girls of the street experience.
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Summary

Girls on the street receive mixed treatment from
passers-by. Insults and petty theft were common place. The
primary predicted long term consequences of their street work
were interference with their education and exposure to physical
injury. In spite of relatively low levels of victimisation, this
sample widely reported being afraid of boys and men, primarily
because of the fear of rape. Incidences of theft and assaults
against this sample were low. The girls recognised the
importance of being in after dark in order to avoid victimising
episodes. Few ventured outside after dark. The group is
important to girls working on the streets in that it can provide
borrowed money and will protect a girl in the event of
harassment. However, group related activities did not extend to
the evening time. Most of this sample spent their evenings at
home with their families. The primary coping strategy for
protection against attacks was to "avoid deriyeas." This may
include avoiding areas where boys congregate, ignoring their
taunts and insults, moving from a good selling area without
quarrelling, not joking or having fun with them, ignoring them
when they grab a handful of kollo, not protesting at their
under-payment and moving on when one sees them approaching.
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URBAN POOR SCHOOL GIRLS

The final set of interviews was carried out with 30 urban
poor girls. These interviews examined the experiences of
slum-dwelling girls who had never left home and who had
continued in school. That is, those girls who have minimal
experience of street life. The purpose of these last interviews
was to ascertain to what extent the experiences of girls of the
streets differed from those of family-based, slum dwelling
girls. The questionnaire used (see Appendix eleven) was the
same as that used to interview girls on the street.

As with our previous sub-samples of girls of the street and
girls on the street, the material shall be presented in the
following format: background demographic material, victim
survey material and, finally, that section which investigates
girls’ vulnerability to victimisation, group activities and coping
strategies.
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Background

Age

interviewees

Number of

13 14 15 16 17 18

Girls’' ages

Figure 5.: Ages of urban poor girls interviewed (n=30).

Birthplace

Twenty seven of the 30 interviewees were born and lived
all of their lives in Addis Ababa, mostly in the Kirkos area of the
city. These girls are part of a stable, albeit poor, neighbourhood.
Kirkos is a part of the city which has been established for over a
generation and does not have a large transitory population.
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Parental occupation

The most frequently mentioned occupations were
"house-maid" (14) and "clothes washer" (7), placing the parents
of these girls in the lowest socio-economic bracket.

Relationship with family

Twenty four girls reported they had a good relationship
with their families. Only one reported that her relationship was
usually peaceful but that she was sometimes beaten. Two others
reported that they were not well integrated with their families.

Household structure

Family structure Description Number
Female headed (mother) Father died 15
Never knew father 1
Father disappeared 2
Father divorced 1
Female headed (step-mother, | Parents died 3
aunt)
Female headed (aunt) Father dead, mother “away” | 1
Mother and father Living together 6
Mother and step-father Living together 1

Table 5.38: Household structures of urban poor girls (n=30).

Fully half of the girls live with their mother and siblings,
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their fathers having died of disease, war, starvation and car
accidents. Another two girls reported that their fathers have
"disappeared." This may be a child's understanding of divorce or
separation or perhaps he genuinely went missing in the war or in
the large forced population movements during the Mengistu
regime. Three girls were orphaned and lived with an aunt and a
step-mother, respectively. Six live with both of their parents
and one girl lives with her mother and step-father. Finally, one
girl was brought to Addis Ababa by her father to gain an
education. When he died she went to live with an aunt rather
than return to her mother in the countryside.

In total, 23 of the girls live in female headed households,

which is the typical family profile of the lowest socio-economic
class in Addis Ababa.
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Victim Survey

As for our previous sub-samples, this portion of the
questionnaire targeted interviewees' experiences of

victimisation associated with their activities on the streets.
Beatings

Only one of the girls reported being beaten on the streets
(during an attempted sexual assault). The remaining 29 said they
have never been beaten on the streets.

Thefts

Twenty three girls reported that they have experienced no
theft on the streets. Others reported that money (2), an exercise
book (1), a container (1) and unspecified items (3) were taken.

Sexual Attacks

One girl has been raped twice and another was
unsuccessfully sexually attacked. The remaining 28 had never
been sexually attacked.

Selling Sex for Material Gain

Only one of the girls reported ever having prostituted
herself. Indeed, only six of the girls claimed to even know a
prostitute.
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Pregnancy, Abortion, Solicitation

Further evidence that this sample are not exposed to the
sexual victimisation and exploitation so common among street
girls is that none have been pregnant and only two have ever been
solicited to prostitute themselves.

Safety

As with our other samples, the majority (24) of respondents
do not feel safe on the streets. When asked why, nineteen said
they were afraid of deriyeas. Twenty three girls specifically
reported being afraid of sexual attacks. The remainder reported
being afraid of the dark (4) and of car accidents (2).

Finally, girls were asked about the worst thing ever done to
them:

- Can't think of any (23).
- Insulted for being poor (6).
- Attempted sexual attack (1).

As we can see, the majority of respondents could think of
no particularly abusive experiences on the streets. Of those that
could, they mostly mentioned being insulted for being poor and
illiterate.
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Summary

Figure 5.8 below illustrates that, relative to our other two
samples, urban poor girls receive substantially less
victimisation on the streets of Addis Ababa. Their experiences
of theft on the streets are rather trivial and are no more than
those experienced by any pedestrian in Addis Ababa. That so few
even know a prostitute would suggest that their exposure to
street life is rather limited and protected.
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Figure 5.8: Summary of the nature and incidence of

victimisation experienced by urban poor girls (n=30).
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Long Term Effects of Street Life Experience

As we have already seen, the questions on this part of the
questionnaire were administered to investigate the long term
effects, as perceived by the interviewees, of the time they spent
on the streets. Clearly, this is not applicable to a sample of
school girls with no street experience. Nevertheless, for
comparative purposes, these questions were administered to this
sample.

Question one: How do you feel about the fact that you are
attacked and other girls are not?

All of the respondents, except one, reported that they feel
they are not subjected to more abuse than other girls. Most of
the reasons given center around the fact that these girls are not
on the streets (I'm always at home, (9); I'm not allowed out, (1);
| don't go out alone, (1)). Four girls reported that they are not
attacked because they are small, or young. This is corroborated
by the statement of the one girl who does feel she is more
abused than other girls. This eighteen year old reported that "I
am subjected to more abuse because I'm older and deriyeas
always attempt [to rape] older girls."

Question two: How are you treated on the streets by
passers-by?

The responses to this question reflect the interviewee's
lack of contact with the streets. Nine girls said they had no
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contact with the streets. Nine others said they were treated
"well", "not badly", "mostly good"”, "normally”, or "no way in
particular." However, ten mentioned being mis-treated or
insulted due to their poverty. One girl said passers-by advised
her not to mix with deriyeas and one said people felt sorry for
her because she had been orphaned.

Question three: Are you afraid of boys and men? Why?

Twenty four girls reported a fear of males. Twenty two
girls are afraid to be on their own on the streets at any time. An
additional three are afraid of the streets at night. Only five
girls reported that they are not afraid to be on the streets on
their own.

Question four: What is your greatest fear?
Rape is the largest single fear (13) reported by urban poor

girls who do not work on the streets, followed by beatings (7),
robberies (5) and car accidents (4).

406



Factors of Vulnerability to Victimisation

As with each of our other samples of girls, these series of
questions were designed to access the respondents' own feelings
on the victimisation they experienced. As this sample of urban
poor girls has had minimal contact with the street, many of
these questions will not be pertinent. They do serve, however, to
highlight the differences between this sample and the other two
samples of street girls.

Question one: In cases where you are attacked, what is your
relationship with the attacker?

As these girls have had minimal experience of street
victimisation, 29 reported that this question was not applicable
to them. The one girl in this sample who was seriously attacked
(raped) had no relationship or connection with her attacker. She
had simply been on her way to church and reported doing nothing
to cause or contribute to her attack.

Question two: Where do you sleep and with whom?

All of this sample sleep at home with their families.

Question three: When are you robbed or attacked?

Again, this question was not applicable to most (28)

respondents as they have not experienced being assaulted on the
streets. The rape victim was raped while she was simply on the
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way to church.

Question four: Do you go out in the evenings alone? Why?

None of the sample go out at night. They stay at home.
Twenty two specifically mentioned fear of deriyeas, two are
forbidden to go out, three fear rape, one reports there is nothing
to do and one reports that she has to stay in to look after her
baby sibling.

408



The Role of the Group

Given this sample's lack of contact with street life, what
role do friends play in these girls' lives?

Question one: Who do you spend most of your time with?

Nineteen of the girls spend most of their time with family
members. A further eight spend their time with family and
friends and only three spend most of their time with friends.
Gang members or street colleagues apparently play no role in
their lives. Their friends are girls from their immediate
neighbourhood. None of the respondents reported having any male
friends. Twenty seven have female friends and three reported
having no friends.

Question two: What do you and your friends do for each
other?

- Play and/or study together (22)

- Nothing (4)

- Go to school together (2)

- Share things (1)

- Discuss how to avoid deriyeas (1)

These girls' activities with their friends are clearly less
related to survival than those of girls of the street. These
former interviewees reported activities with their friends such
as playing (rope games, chatting, braiding each others hair),
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studying and going to school together.

Question three: How do your friends help you when you are in
trouble?

The respondents' friends play a minimal role if the girls are
"in trouble." Nineteen reported that their family, and not their
friends, help them if they are in trouble. A further five reported
that their friends do not help them. One girl reported she has
never had any trouble she needs help with. The remaining five
reported that their friends:

- visit me when | am sick (1).

- lend me pens if | lose mine in school (1).

- call my family if | am in trouble (2).

- get their boyfriends to stand up for me (1).

Clearly; the group of friends which a non-working girl has
does not play the vital protective/supportive role it does for
working girls.

Question four: If you see one of your group being attacked,
what do you do?

The most common responses were that the respondent
would tell:

- the girl's family (17).
- the police (4).
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- passers-by (1).
- my brother (1).

Other responses included:

- | would help her physically (2).

- | would tell her to run (1).

- | would attempt to mediate (1).

- | would get a boy | know to get revenge (1).

Two girls responded that they had no friends, so this
question did not apply to them. For the most part, these girls are
as prepared to help their friends as the other groups we have
studied. However, they are less willing to intervene physically
and are more likely to run for help.
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Coping Strategies

In spite of this sample's protection from the rigours of the
streets, they are aware of how best to stay safe. As with our
other samples, most of these strategies consist of "avoiding
deriyeas."

Question one: How do you protect yourself from robberies
and attacks?

When asked how they make their lives safer, the
interviewees replied as follows:

- Avoid deriyeas(25).
- Stay in a group (3).
- Do not go out alone at night (2).

"Avoiding deriyeas" includes such behaviours as; being
polite to older boys when confronted by them; ignoring their
taunts; staying away from the areas in which deriyeas
congregate; not going out after dark; not walking the streets
alone; and not getting involved in any fun or schemes with them.
In short, having as little as possible to do with groups of boys.
Other techniques employed for staying safe are to go out at night
only with one's brother, not to go out alone at night and going to
school in a group.

Question two: In the event of being attacked, would you tell
the police?
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Twenty three girls would tell the police, six would not and
one had not thought of it.

Question three: Is there any way you can get revenge?

Revenge is not a high priority for this sample as, when
these girls are wronged, the petty incidences they experience do
not merit revenge. Only four girls mentioned some way they
would get revenge if attacked (tell my brother (3); tell
neighbourhood boys (1)).

Question four: If you or somebody you know becomes
pregnant, what would you do?

As with each of our other samples, these girls were asked
what they would do in the event of a friend becoming pregnant.
The responses were:

- Tell the family (16).

- Advise her to give birth (11).
- Get an abortion (1).

- Tell her to marry (1).

- | don't know (1).

Question five: Why do you not work on the street?

This question was unique to this group. Of the 25 girls who
responded to this question, the single largest category of
answers (10) was that they were forbidden by their mother. The
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reasons given for parental refusal to allow the girls to work on
the streets were that the streets contain deriyeas who would
steal the girl's wares and that the girl herself may turn into a
deriyea. The second largest reason (7) was that the girls did not
have the money to set up in trade. This is a problem also
frequently reported by older street girls reduced to begging and
prostitution, that is, the lack of 100 or 200 Birr to set up a
petty trade. Other reasons included: | don't know how to trade
(2); | would not like it, not interested (3); | have to mind babies
at home (1); | never thought of it (1); It would interfere with
studying (1).
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GIRLS OF THE STREET, GIRLS ON THE STREET AND URBAN
POOR GIRLS: A COMPARISON

We have now examined the backgrounds, victimisation,
effects of street life, factors of vulnerability to victimisation,
group dynamics and coping strategies for the above three
sub-samples of girls. In this section we shall compare the three
sub-samples in order to ascertain where the significant
differences in our three samples of girls lie. We shall focus on
issues/experiences which will illuminate our discussion in
Chapter six.

Relationship With Family Prior to Coming to the Street

This question was asked of the two sub-samples who have
spent time working/living on the streets - namely, girls of the
streets and girls on the street. As we have seen, answers to this
question were coded as "quarrelsome”, "good" and "N/A." The
differences between the two groups are significant at the p<.05
level, as we can see below:

Chi square value: 7.24
Significance: .026

This suggests to us that girls of the street are more likely

to come on to the streets from a more quarrelsome family
background.
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Victimisation

Victim survey data for each of the three female

sub-samples (girls of the street, girls on the street, urban poor
girls) is presented below:
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Figure 5.9: The nature and incidence of victimisation

experienced by girls of the street, girls on the street and urban
poor girls.
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Figure 5.9 readily illustrates the extreme variation in the
experiences of each sub-sample of adolescent girls. When we
test these differences between the three sub-samples of girls
for significance, we find the following chi square values:

Tvpe of victimisation Chi square value | Significance value
Sexual attacks 7.98 .018, p<.05
Prostitution 33.8 .000, p<.01
Solicitation 5135 000, p<.01

Theft 29.82 .000, p<.01
Beatings 46.8 .000, p<.01

Rape 30.92 .000, p<.01
Pregnancy 18.63 .00009, p<.01

Table 5.39: Chi square values and significance levels for

differences in victimisation experienced by girls of the street,
girls on the street and urban poor girls.

Quite clearly, the differences are highly significant. From
these values, we can suggest that a girl's likelihood of being
victimised is very much determined by whether she is a girl of
the street, a girl on the street or an urban poor girl. Living and
working independently on the streets, as girls of the street do,
is obviously highly victimogenic.

Perceived Effects of Street Life

Girls of the street and girls on the street were asked what
they felt the effects of their working/living on the streets
would be. We have seen earlier in this chapter that the majority
of girls reported negative consequences of their having spent
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time on the streets. Specifically, girls of the street emphasised
sickness, lacked of education and physical injury, sexual
diseases, homesickness, uncertain future and fear of rape. Girls
on the street emphasised lack of education, injuries from
attacks, health problems due to exposure to cold and heat, car
accidents. The differences are significant at the p<.01 level:

Chi square value: 52.43
D/f. 13
Significance: .000

What is clear is that though each category of street girl
emphasises different concerns (for example, girls of the street
are far more concerned about their health, reflecting the rigours
of street life) both categories of street girls emphasise the
negative outcomes of street life. No positive aspects of street
life are mentioned.

The Role of the Group

In this section we shall consider the question, "What do you
and your friends do for each other?” in order to determine
whether there are important differences in the function of the
group in each sub-sample. We have seen earlier in this chapter
that girls of the street mentioned a range of activities which
were important in their groups, for example, helping each other
when they are sick and sharing money. Girls on the street
highlighted the importance of being involved in communal
sharing schemes and urban poor girls relied on their group for
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little more than playing and studying together.

These differences are significant at the p<.01 level. For
girls of the street, the group plays a vital role in that offers a
measure of protection and support. This support manifests
itself in important ways for the girls' survival - for example,
sharing food and money and caring for each other when sick. For
girls on the street, an important function amongst friends is to
sell each others wares in the event of becoming sick or being
called away. Finally, as we might expect, the role of the group is
largely friendship oriented for urban poor girls.

419



SUMMARY

By way of a summary, let us consider the primary factors of
resilience and susceptibility to victimisation which have
emerged from the data presented in this chapter. When
considering the victimisation of street girls, exposure would
appear to be a key concept. The streets, it would appear, are
inherently victimising. The greater the intensity of street life
involvement, the greater the degree of victimisation. The type
of work a girl is involved in is a primary determinant of her
exposure to the street. Prostitution, for instance, increases a
girl's susceptibility to victimisation. It brings her into
unsupervised contact with large numbers of men, frequently in or
around drinking establishments. Another type of work which
increases exposure to potentially victimising situations is
begging or selling in bars after dark. By contrast, work which is
restricted to daylight hours would appear to be minimally
victimising. Another important determinant of a street girl's
exposure to the street is her sleeping arrangements.

Victimisation levels are extremely low (by comparison) when
girls sleep either at home or in secure rented accommodation.
Sleeping outside or working late in order to earn rent money
greatly increase exposure to potentially victimising situations.

A parallel concept to exposure is that of protection.

Healthy and regular contact with her family are important
sources of protection for girls working on the street. In addition
to providing a safe sleeping place, the family also serves as a
disincentive to prostitution. It would appear that prostitution is
unlikely to occur while links with the family remain intact. Two
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additional sources of protection are the group and the avoidance
of potential victimisers. The group assumes greater or lesser
importance, depending on one's alternative sources of protection.
For girls of the street, it is of paramount importance; for urban
poor girls, its functions are largely play/study-related.
Avoidance of potential victimisers is reported by each of the
female sub-samples, regardless of the variation in their
experiences of victimising incidences. The more immersed one
is in street life, the more difficult this avoidance becomes.

Street boys in Addis Ababa live in quite a violent world.
Much of the fighting and theft to which they are exposed is
perpetuated by other street boys. As for street girls, the group
plays an important role in a street boy's life, not least for the
purposes of protection. Disputes between groups are frequently
settled violently. While the group exposes a boy to these group
fight situations, it also serves to protect him by way of
advertising "reserve strength." More so than for girls, street
boys engage in petty theft as a form of work. This brings them
into contact with police and soldiers in a way which is less
common among girls. Indeed, street girls frequently utilise the
presence of soldiers and police as a form of protection.

Finally, let us touch on an issue which shall also be
examined in greater detail in Chapter six - namely, that of fear.
Expressions of fear were frequent amongst all categories of
interviewees, in spite of the large variation in actual exposure
to victimising incidents across the sub-samples. For instance,
urban poor girls reported fear levels similar to those of girls of
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the street. It would appear that fear of victimisation in Addis
Ababa is not related to the actual likelihood of one being

victimised.

422



Chapter Six

Discussion



INTRODUCTION

In this, the final chapter, concepts discussed in Chapters
one to three are drawn together in the light of the data collected
in Addis Ababa. The objective is to arrive at a theoretical
synthesis which might account for the victimisation experienced
by Ethiopian street children, particularly street girls.

The first part of this chapter compares data from the
present study with what is known about street children in other
parts of the world. Secondly, we shall attempt to organise the
data using victimological concepts. Then, with reference to -
these concepts, we shall specify the factors which increase (and
decrease) Ethiopian street children's vulnerability to
victimisation. Finally, we shall conclude with a number of
recommendations for decreasing the degree of victimisation
experienced by street children in Addis Ababa.
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ETHIOPIAN STREET CHILDREN: A COMPARATIVE VIEW

In this section we shall consider how the data presented in
Chapter five compares with the profile of street children which
exists in the literature. Prior to Chapter five, we considered
such a comparison (in Chapter two) and we saw that there are a
number of similarities between Ethiopian street children and
those examined in the academic literature (mainly Latin
American). Namely, age and gender distribution, heaith
difficulties and the nature of street children's family
relationships. Having now examined in detail the victimisation
and delinquency data of Ethiopian street children, what further
observations can be made about the comparison between
Ethiopian street children and street children from other parts of
the world?

Reasons for Coming to the Streets

In Chapter two we considered the reasons given for coming
to the streets by 1,000 Ethiopian street children (Unicef, 1993).
We noticed that the reasons given by children of the street
differed from those given by children on the street. Specifically,
children on the street primarily (82%) reported economic reasons
whereas children of the street were more likely to cite becoming
displaced/orphaned (30%) or family disharmony (28%). A more
detailed picture emerges when 63 girls of the street were asked
why they came to the streets in the present study. As we have
seen in Chapter five, the issue is quite a complex one and is
resistant to simple generalisations. Each street child in the
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world has his or her own unique reasons for coming to the
streets. For example, the reasons given by Eshete, an Ethiopian
street girl, defy simple categorisation:

At age two Eshete's mother gave her into the care of
relatives because she was destitute (gudifecha, an
Ethiopian custom whereby children are accepted by those
willing to raise them if parents are unable to do so). At age
nine Eshete's adopting father died and she went to live with
his brother for two years. At age eleven she went to Addis
Ababa to search for her natural parents, whom she found
were separated. She decided to live with her natural father,
but he was a drunkard who always beat her. She ran away
and went to stay with her natural mother, but she had two
illegitimate children and could not afford to look after
Eshete. So she left and found work in a rural hotel as a
maid but the work was so hard that she soon left. A rural
family adopted her and she minded their cattle for seven
months. Eventually she came back to Addis Ababa at age
sixteen and began living by begging. For a short time she
lived as the "wife" of a taxi-boy but he eventually left her
and she returned to living with friends.

Eshete has lived an unusually irregular life but her story
illustrates just how broken and unsettled the background of
some street children might be. The array of reasons given for
coming to the streets by the 63 girls of the street encountered
in Chapter five can be roughly divided into the following
headings:
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1. Coming from the country to seek work, usually as a maid.
As in many Third World countries, where services are
concentrated in only one city, there is a perception in rural areas
that the capital is a place of immense opportunity. To an extent,
this is true. There is work, opportunity and excitement far
beyond that which exists in the rural areas. Every village has
stories of people returning from Addis Ababa with fine clothes
and money. Such stories inevitably attract girls who come to the
city in search of work as a maid. Some of these girls are running
away from an abusive home, some are orphaned, some come
because destitute families cannot afford them and some
(typically the older girls) come with the approval of their
parents who encourage them to seek out work in Addis Ababa.

In return for bed and food and a small salary, a maid will
clean and cook for the house. Even very poorly paid
city-dwellers like to have a girl to do most of the hard work
about the house. Many such maids are ill-treated. They are over-
worked, beaten and sometimes sexually abused. Due to this
mistreatment, some girls run away. They are reluctant to return
home to their village as failures and may not possess the money
to do so, even if they wished. Instead, they are forced to try and
find a living on the streets.

2. Mis-treatment by a step-parent. Widespread divorce,
separation, desertion and early deaths due to disease, child-birth
and war has led to large numbers of step-parents in Ethiopia.
Frequently, children from a previous marriage are not valued by
the step-parent. They are viewed as a burden. In the eleven
cases of step-parent abuse reported here, nine refer to the new
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female (that is, the step-mother) in the house making life
difficult for the girl. Only one girl reported being beaten by a
step-father. Another girl told how her step-father simply
refused to look after her. Perhaps step-mothers feel threatened
by an almost fully grown female teenager and seek to assert
their authority by beatings, naggings and through forcing the girl
to work. Those girls who cannot tolerate such treatment leave
for the street.

3. Being orphaned. Ordinarily, an orphan will be cared for
by relatives such as grandparents, aunts or uncles. But there are
cases where such relatives do not exist or may be unwilling to
take in the child. In the absence of comprehensive state
services, the girl is often left to fend for herself. It is
interesting to note that four girls reported being evicted by the
kebele when they were left orphaned. As soon as the rent was no
longer being paid, these orphaned girls, along with their siblings,
were evicted from kebele houses.

4. Always quarrelling with mother. The girl may feel that
she is being over-worked at home or perhaps she is being beaten,
in which case she may decide to try living on her own. Other
reasons mentioned for frequent quarrels were that the girl's
foster-mother was an alcoholic or mentally ill and consequently
impossible to live with. What all of these stories have in
common is that the girl reports "always quarrelling with
mother." In short, for any number of reasons, the girl was made
to feel a burden and unwelcome or was simply told to leave.
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Almost always, such girls know of friends who are living
independently who act as initiators to life on the streets.

In a further attempt to categorise street childrens' reasons
for living/working on the streets, we might consider the three

categories below:

(a) Rejected out-right/orphaned/separated from families.
This child experiences an immediate loss of guardians.

(b) Gradually rejected by mis-treatment, culminating in the
child leaving home because he/she can no longer tolerate
such treatment.

(c) Leaves home with parental/guardian approval in order to
ease the burden on an impoverished family.

What is clear from the interviewees' responses is that
street childrens' reasons for coming to the streets are highly
individualistic. Each child has a different story. What does
seem to be clear (and as was identified in the 1993 Unicef
survey in Ethiopia) is that, compared to children on the street,
the reasons given by children of the street are far more likely to
involve rejection or displacement than mere financial reasons
alone.

The responses reported in Chapter five of the present study
by girls of the street serve to dispel some common myths
regarding street girls' reasons for coming to the streets.

1. Unlike First World Runaways (for example, Whitbeck and
Simons, 1990), familial sexual abuse is not reported by any of
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the girls as a reason for leaving home.

2. A light-hearted quest for fun and adventure could not
explain the motives of any of the current sample of 63 girls of
the street, except perhaps one girl who reported she became a
prostitute so that she could afford nice clothes and shoes.

Pineda et al. (1978) reported that 10% of a sample of street
children left home in a search for adventure. However, the
author does not identify whether the sample lived and/or worked
on the streets. The Unicef (1993) survey of Ethiopian street
children does address the issue of "pull" factors - that is,
coming to the streets to play or join friends. It reported that
8.3% of children on the streets (n=673) came to the streets to
join friends or to play. Predictably, this figure is lower (4.39%,
n=256) for children of the streets.

3. Although physical abuse at home is identified as a factor
contributing to streetism by Pineda et al. (1978) and Aptekar
(1988), it is not clear who is physically abusing the child.

Unicef (1993) considered in some detail the type of abuse
(spanked, beaten, beaten with objects etc.) experienced by street
children at home but, again, does not identify the perpetrators of
these beatings. Who is it that physically torments a child at
home to the extent that he/she comes to the streets to escape?
Taking the 27 relevant responses of our sample of girls of the
street, the following are mentioned:
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Always quarrelling with mother 11
Beatings, nagging, over-work or 1M
under-feeding by a step-parent
Beatings by aunt -
Beatings by father
Rejected by uncle

- e wd N

Rejected by step-mother

These instances do not necessarily involve beating: they
include quarrelling, nagging, over-work, under-feeding and
physical beatings. It is interesting to note that only one father
and one step-father are reported as having beaten their
daughter/step-daughter. With the exception of an uncle who
simply refused to care for one girl, the remainder of girls who
reported being abused at home experienced this abuse at the
hands of women: mothers and step-mothers principally.

Family Relations and Structure

We have seen in Chapter two that the majority of children
of the street have come from broken families, typically female-
headed, single parent families (Valverde & Lusk, 1989; Lusk et
al., 1989; Brown, 1987). A similar situation exists in Ethiopia
where only 18% of a sample of 256 children of the street
reported that both of their parents lived together at home, the
remainder having separated, divorced or died (Unicef, 1993).

A similar profile emerges from the present data. Only 16%
of the sample of girls of the street (n=69) arrived on the streets
from a two-parent household. The largest number (30%) came
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from a female-headed household. The remainder had either been
orphaned or had previously lived in a wide variety of domestic
situations, such as living with step-parents, mothers, aunts,
uncles, grandparents, neighbours and adopting families.

It would appear that family breakdown by itself does not
necessarily automatically push children to the streets. It would
appear that the bulk of children find themselves in an alternative
domestic arrangement upon the break-up of the two-parent unit;
typically the female-headed household or living with relatives.
That is to say, excepting dramatic events such as being orphaned
or losing one's family due to war, children are protected from
the streets by alternative domestic arrangements. However, it
would appear that the alternative "safety net" domestic
arrangements (such as living with relations) appear to be more
susceptible to a breakdown which does leave the child on the
street. These alternative domestic arrangements produce street
children more readily than the two parent family. This is
evidenced by the number of girls of the street who report coming
from a two-parent family (16%) versus those who come from
some alternative domestic situation (84%), including working as
a maid.

If we were to speculate as to why these alternative
domestic arrangements appear to be more susceptible to
breakdown, we might consider the degree of obligation or
responsibility a non-parent might feel to an adolescent girl
living in their household. We can speculate that non-parents
might be less inclined to suffer hardship in order to support such
a girl. Alternatively, they may feel inclined to over work the
girl so that she might "earn her keep." We have already seen that
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a large number of the sample left for the streets because they
felt they were being mis-treated, over-worked and under-fed by
step-parents and other relatives.

Victimisation of Street Children

The murder of South American street children has been
reported in both the press and academic literature (TIME, 1993;
The Guardian, 1/2/1994; Naylor, 1994; Agnelli, 1986).
Apparently, thousands of street children have been murdered by
security forces sponsored by local businesses. Street children
are apparantly seen as a nuisance and bad for trade. The present
study encountered no reports of the deliberate murdering of
street children in Ethiopia at any time. The only comparable
report was the shooting of looters (some of whom were street
boys) by the EPRDF in Addis Ababa just after the end of the civil
war.

A primary finding from the Latin American literature is the
extent to which street children report being victimised by the
police and other security forces (Lusk, 1989; Felsman, 1981;
Agnelli, 1986). In Ethiopia, street children also report being
victimised by the police and army. The situation would appear to
have improved since Mengistu's Marxist-Leninist dictatorship
was overthrown in 1991. Indeed, as we shall see later, street
girls in particular view the presence of large numbers of police
and soldiers on the streets favourably.

Apart from reports of victimisation by the police, little
attention is paid to this issue in the literature apart from |
occasional case studies highlighting abuse in the home or on the
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streets. The victimisation of street children has not been
addressed in a systematic way in the literature. Consequently,
we shall not consider the issue further in this comparative
section but shall focus on victimisation in detail later in this
chapter.

Delinquency of Street Children

The delinquency of street children has been relatively well
researched. A frequent observation has been the increasing
involvement of street boys in theft as they become older
(Felsman, 1981; Aptekar, 1988; Lusk, 1989). Whilst younger
boys mainly practise petty theft such as stealing food from
shops/markets, older boys will begin more confrontational
crimes such as pick-pocketing and robberies. Younger boys are
typically initiated into crime by acting as look-outs for older
boys.

In Ethiopia, the "career" of street boys would also appear to
be marked by a gradual intensification of delinquency as the boy
progresses through adolescence. For example, Unicef (1993)
found that twice as many boys in the 13-15 year age group self-
reported stealing compared to boys in the 10-12 year age group
(26 as compared to 13 boys). Also, we saw in Chapter five that
boys are more likely to have been imprisoned and are more likely
to chew khat, drink alcohol and smoke cigarettes at ages 16-18
than at ages 11-15. Although based on group discussions with
only ten street boys, an age related profile of the criminal
activities of street boys in Addis Ababa did emerge:
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Age 10: At this young age, a boy may act as a lookout for
older thieves. For this he will get a little bit of money,
depending on how much is robbed. Perhaps ten Birr. He will sniff
benzene at this age. If opportunities arise, he will steal things
but mostly he will act as a look-out for older boys. The little
boys who do this are usually the ones who have been on the
streets all their lives. They were born to veranda mothers and
are "pure" street children.

Age 15: By now the boy is stealing himself. He is
completely independent. He is becoming concerned about his
appearance and wants to have nice clothes. He spends a lot of
time with the gang and has a lot of spare time and money for
chewing khat and drinking. He starts to have sex with
prostitutes for one Birr but after a while will get a girlfriend.
If they have the money, they will chew and drink every day.
Around 15, the gang becomes quite cohesive. They begin to get
dangerous - they will rob in groups and become violent if
resistance is offered.

Age 20: By now our street boy has become a "master thief".
He does not sleep outside anymore. He rents a room or a house.
He has a lot of money and can afford very good clothes. He
breaks into houses at night, with a knife or sometimes a gun. If
he meets resistance, he may kill the house owner. They often
have a good relationship with the police. They will share the
money with them. Many of the Derg police were themselves
street boys. Of course, not all deriyeas end up like this. Most
"become good" before reaching the "master thief" stage. They
may gather enough money to start a trade. They may return back
to their families. Relatives or friends may advise them against
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their life style.

Broadly speaking, street boys can be divided into two
categories: '

(a) The older child who steals money or resaleable items in
order to support expensive habits such as drinking, chewing
khat or smoking. Such stealing is often carried out as a
group activity. Four of the five seventeen year olds
interviewed carry a knife or razor blade.

(b) The younger child who steals either food or money to
buy food. Such a young street child rarely steals resaleable
items. Only one boy younger than sixteen reported carrying
a razor-blade.

The latter category are a considerably larger group. Their
involvement in delinquent activities rarely extends beyond petty
theft. However, there exists in Addis Ababa a small hard core of
delinquent street boys who steal, rape girls, fight, beat up
younger children, drink and chew khat to excess and use
prostitutes. However, in spite of deliberately targeting
deriyeas, interviews with street boys revealed large numbers
who do not fit the above description. It would appear that the
stereotype of the wild, uncontrollable street boy is ill-founded
in Ethiopia where many street boys appear to have preserved a
strong sense of what is right and wrong.

Such a low level of hard core criminality in Addis Ababa is
perhaps due in part to the policing of the city. EPRDF soldiers
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took on the role of policing in May 1991, having overthrown the
Derg regime. The EPRDF continued to be solely responsible for
policing the city until 1993. What can only be described as
"blanket coverage" of the city by armed soldiers was in operation
between 1991 and 1993.

Unfortunately, all the indicators point to an increase of
youth crime in Addis Ababa. The population of the city doubled
between 1991 and 1993, work is increasingly scarce, family
breakdown is widespread, poverty is rife and no serious or
effective efforts have been made by the authorities to contain,
or deal with the problem of youth crime.

An apparent difference between Ethiopian and Latin
American street children is the degree to which they are
alienated by society. Aptekar (1988) described all his sample of
Colombian street boys as having a "non-conformist attitude
toward society” (p. 46). Whereas there are problems of
delinquency and anti-social behaviour among the street children
of Addis Ababa, it is not accurate to say that they possess "a non-
conformist attitude towards society." Rather, traditional values
of discipline and respect are, to a large degree, still intact.
Ethiopian street children are considered to be better behaved and
less violent than their South American counterparts. They are
less involved in delinquency and are more likely to retain
traditional values such as respect for the aged and a belief in
religion (Tacon, personal communication). The street children
of Addis Ababa have been described as "innocent lambs compared
with those in South America" (Tacon, personal communication).
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Drug Use

Perhaps because of its perceived prevalence, a number of
authors have investigated the incidence of drug use amongst
street children. For example, Lucchini (1993b) reported that 80%
of Brazilian street children consumed drugs, mostly inhalants.
However, the controlled nature of drug taking amongst street
children has been widely reported (Lucchini, 1993b; Connolly,
1990; Dallape, 1988; Aptekar, 1988). Furthermore, only the very
oldest street children take hard drugs such as cocaine.

The common explanation is that street children cannot
afford drugs, both financially and in terms of street survival
(Lucchini, 1993b; Dallape, 1988).

An interesting profile of drug use emerges from the
Ethiopian data. Comparable to what researchers have found in
other countries, there would appear to be little hard drug use
amongst street children. In fact, no evidence was found for the
use of hard drugs amongst street children in Ethiopia. Also,
there would appear to be little evidence of addiction. We have
seen in Chapter five that the majority of drug using street
children in Addis Ababa report frequency levels of once a week
or even more infrequently.

There a number of idiosyncrasies in the types of drugs used
by Ethiopian street children compared to South American street
children which are worth mentioning. Firstly, khat chewing is
both legal and widespread throughout Ethiopian society. Street
children who chew khat once a week with friends could not be
considered to be engaging in a marginalised, forbidden activity. |
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As we saw in Chapter five, this is the frequency with which
most street children chew khat. Secondly, alcohol is part of the
khat chewing ritual. Furthermore, home-made alcohol is also
widely consumed on holy days and other holidays. Thus, a large
degree of the alcohol consumption reported by this sample falls
within these two "socially acceptable" forms of alcohol
consumption. Of course, drinking and khat chewing are not
condoned for younger children, but, as we have seen, such habits
do not generally begin until street children are in their mid to
late teens. Finally, benzene sniffing is quite common amongst
boys up to age thirteen, after which it is considered childish. It
is not known what long term neurological or bronchial damage is
caused by this practice.

The Group

Street work is nearly always carried out in a group setting.
There are sound practical reasons for this. A street child's
immediate companions serve two important functions in his/her
life. They offer protection from harassment and they offer
companionship (Lusk et al, 1989; Connolly, 1990; Agnelli, 1986).
Such companions were identified as key factors in the
psychological resilience of Latin American street children
(Aptekar, 1989a). Ethiopian street children also highly value
their group. This was particularly so for those girls who had
lost all contact with their families. Baardson (1993) reported
that groups of juvenile prostitutes support each other both
economically and emotionally. When sick or recovering from
abortions, a girl's friends will feed her. If a girl knows
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beforehand where she is going with a customer, she will tell a
friend who can check on her if she has not returned in a
reasonable length of time. "For the vast majority of the girls in
the survey, the network among the girls was the only security
system they had" (Baardson, 1993, p. 34). For girls on the street,
on the other hand, the functions of their friends were less
central to their survival. We shall consider this issue in greater
detail below when we focus on the group as an important factor
of protection against victimisation.

The Outcomes of Street Life

In the absence of longitudinal data, we can only speculate
as to what the outcomes might be for children who have spent
time on the streets. Two authors in particular, Felsman (1981)
and Aptekar (1988), highlight the resilience and adaptiveness of
street children and their apparent ability to thrive in difficult
circumstances. Aptekar (1988) was quite optimistic regarding
the outcomes of life on the streets for children but, as we saw
in Chapter two, there are some methodological features of his
study which prevent us from confidently sharing this optimism.

The issue of outcomes was not a central one to this study
but girls of the street and girls on the street were asked what
they perceived the results of having lived on the streets might
be. For girls of the street, 114 responses were collected from a
sample of 32 girls. Every single response contained a negative
consequence of street life, most of them mentioning lack of
education, ill-health and physical and sexual assaults. No
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positive aspects of life on the street were mentioned. This
would seem to lay to rest the myth that street children are free
spirits existing in a childhood idyll free of adult interference.

It is true to say that street life is an unspeakably miserable
experience for many girls of the street.

For girls on the street, the responses were also primarily
negative. Perhaps reflecting the additional security they
enjoyed over girls of the street, this sample were less concerned
with their physical well-being (although this remained a primary
concern, mentioned by 29% of this sample). The single greatest
concern was that their street work would interfere with their
education and consequently their prospects in life. Again, no
positive aspects of street life were mentioned.

Of course, street life need not always be disadvantageous to
a child. That is, it is possible that street work may be a
generally positive experience for some children. Street work is
not always necessarily exploitative and devoid of meaning and
purpose for children. Take for example the position of wyalla, or
taxi-boy, in Addis Ababa. This position is very keenly sought
after among urban poor boys. These boys, often as young as
seven or eight, collect fares and call out the taxi's destinations.
They may work a twelve hour day in all kinds of weather. In one
sense it is exploitative. However, payment is good relative to
other forms of casual labour. If a boy is lucky, he may become a
"regular” with a driver and, in time, may save enough money for a
driving test which will allow him to become a driver himself.
For an uneducated street boy with no skills or training, his early
"exploitation" as a wyalla may have been the first step on the
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ladder of becoming a taxi owner. Of course, for many children
street work is miserable and degrading. But, there are those who
benefit from street work and for whom it is simply the only
opening for work in their socio-economic position.
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THEORY AND DATA

How useful are the victimological concepts discussed in
Chapter three in helping us understand the data collected from
Ethiopian street children? In the following section we shall
comment on the methodological usefulness of the victim survey
and explore the efficacy of victimological concepts in explaining
the data.

The Victim Survey

The tool by which much of the data for this study was
collected was the victim survey. Ordinarily, victim surveys are
administered to a representative sample of the population within
a given area. The approach undertaken for this study deviated
from this standard format. Instead, a particular population was
targeted. When working with a population such as street
children, one cannot utilise the structured sampling procedures
one might use with a settled population. By very definition,
one's point of contact with street children cannot be their
homes.

In consequence of targeting such a specific, highly
victimised population, a large number of victimisation incidents
were reported from a relatively small sample of individuals.

This is in contrast to the scarcity of victimisation incidents
reported in enormous national victim surveys such as the BCS.
For example, the 1984 BCS uncovered eighteen cases of sexual
assault from a sample of 11,000 (Mayhew, 1989). There are two
immediately apparent advantages to carrying out a victim survey
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on a focused, highly victimised population.

(a) A large number of multiple victims are identified. We
have seen in Chapter three that the bulk of victimisation is
experienced by a relatively small number of individuals. If
we are to understand the nature of victimisation it is this
small number of victims who must be targeted. Multiple
victims can provide us with the greatest wealth of data
concerning factors of resilience and susceptibility to

victimisation.

(b) When resources are limited, only a relatively small
number of individuals need be interviewed in order to
arrive at an accurate perception of the experiences of
multiple victims across the population in question. This is
particularly true in a population such as street children
where high levels of victimisation are experienced.

Victim Precipitation

To what extent can the concept of victim precipitation
iluminate the victimisation experienced by street children in
Addis Ababa? It may appear cruel to examine the sexual
assaults of children from the perspective of how they might have
contributed to the event. However, there are real differences
between street children which would appear to precipitate
victimisation. Of particular interest here is the question, "Do
you do anything to contribute to the assaults on you?" As we
have seen in Chapter five, a number of girls of the street
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identify their role as prostitutes. This work brings them into
contact with a pool of potential victimisers. They frequently
have to accompany strangers, who have been drinking, into
unfamiliar hotels. Furthermore, they are required to stay out
after dark and to carry money with them.

Interestingly, when girls on the street were asked this
same question, nearly all respondents denied precipitating
attacks in any way. None of this group were involved in
prostitution. Their experiences of victimisation were
considerably less frequent and less traumatic than those
experienced by girls of the street. The question was hardly
relevant for urban poor girls as the majority had experienced no
assault on the streets.

As we have seen in Chapter two, Sparks (1982) specified
degrees by which we might understand victim precipitation:
precipitation, facilitation, vulnerability, opportunity,
attractiveness and impunity. The high levels of victimisation
experienced by girls of the street can best be understood as role
vulnerability. The role of prostitution, then, is one which
precipitates victimisation. It is also probably true to say that
what Sparks called "impunity" plays a part, that is, some victims
are selected "precisely because they have limited access to the
usual machinery of social control" (Sparks, 1982, p. 31). In
Addis Ababa, the street girl is accorded very little status or
respect. She is viewed as lowly, dirty and contemptible. The
general public largely consider street girls to be lazy and to
prefer begging to working. This de-dignification of street girls
may be one of the precipitating factors in the high levels of
victimisation they experience, in that people are less likely to |
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outraged, or even concerned, by offenses committed against
street girls. Sparks (1982) cited prostitutes, homosexuals and
blackmail victims as examples of what we might call victim
precipitation through impunity.

In the case of street boys, Sparks' category of victim
precipitation, which he defines as "active provocation" of the
subsequent offender is likely to apply. This is particularly so
for the injuries which street boys inflict on each other during
gang-fights over territory, perceived insults and so on.

To conclude, this central victimological concept emphasises
the part victims play in the interpersonal dynamic which is the
victimising incident. The focus is on characteristics of the
victim or situational variables which precede victimisation. The
purpose is not to blame the victim, but to arrive at a fuller
understanding of the victimising incident.

The Rational Criminal

The demise of the "consistency” or "dispositional" view of
the criminal gave rise to the view of the criminal as rational.
That is, his or her thinking is not qualitatively different to that
of non-criminals - it follows the same rules of reasoning, sense
and logic. This view is embodied in Cornish and Clarke's (1986)
Rational Choice Perspective. To what extent does the idea of the
rational criminal illuminate the data from Addis Ababa? Let us
consider this question under the headings of the tenets of the
Rational Choice Perspective as presented by Cornish and Clarke
(1986): |

445



1. Much offending is rational. It is essentially
non-pathological.

Rape: A small number (8) of case studies were carried out
with street boys during which they were asked if they had ever
raped a girl and, if so, why. Five responded that they had. The
reasons they gave were as follows (multiple responses):

"I rape girls with my friends when we have no money for
prostitutes" (5).

"My friends and | rape students as they are less likely to
have venereal diseases" (1).

"| feel sympathy for them but | need sex, so | rape them
with my friends after drinking" (1).

The sinister thing here is the ordinariness of the boys and
their reasons for committing rapes. Lack of money was the
standard reported reason for raping girls. The absence of
remorse was also noticeable.

Theft: Street boys would appear to engage in one of two
types of theft. The first is of food because they are hungry. The
second is to get money to sustain habits such as drink, khat and
cigarettes. We have also seen how profitable theft can be for
street boys. Some of them have stolen amounts greater than a
year's pay for a labourer! With stories like that circulating, it is
not difficult to see how a street boy might decide to try. |
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Prostitution: What decisions need to be made for a girl to
initiate prostitution? In Addis Ababa, girls do not have the same
array of work options open to them as do their male
counterparts. For cultural and traditional reasons, the work
women do is quite limited; "women are channelled into a very
narrow range of occupations, where prostitution is the category
with the largest economic potential open to women without
access to capital, skills, training or education" (Baardson, 1993,
p. 5).

Street girls get suggestions to prostitute themselves from
many sources: older girls who are prostitutes and enjoy a much
higher standard of living than beggars; bar-owners who
encourage the girls to work for them as "bar-ladies"; and street
boys and other prospective clients who encourage them to make
money in this "easy" way. A number of girls reported
prostituting themselves simply to have shelter for the night.
However, given the dangers on the streets, as well as the cold
and the rain, this is not a minor consideration. Although sex will
only cost a man little more than £IR 0.70p, this may be two or
three times what a girl will typically make from a full day's
begging. It is understandable, then, why prostitution will be
considered as an option by many girls, especially as the girls
who have become prostitutes visibly lead a far better life in
terms of material wealth.

2. Deviance is viewed as purposive rather than
meaningless, intentional rather than compulsive and
episodic and self-limiting rather than continuous and

enduring.
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Let us again take the issue of prostitution to illustrate this
point. For the majority of street girls involved in prostitution,
it is an occasional rather than full-time occupation - something
resorted to in desperate times. Only a relatively small
proportion of girls will become full time prostitutes. The reason
given is that, whereas there are immediate gains in terms of
easy money, the long term costs of disease, Aids and possible
pregnancy do not make it worthwhile. Another reason is that
prostitution frequently results in becoming involved in a "bad"
lifestyle: "I know prostitutes get good clothes and shoes and
food. But the negative part is bad health and behaviour - not just
prostitution but drinking and associating with bad people." A
further reason given for not becoming involved in prostitution is
that it is forbidden by God. A further set of problems associated
with prostitution is that clients may refuse to pay, may abuse
the girl or may demand "unnatural" things, such as performing
oral or anal sex or using unusual positions.

The typical pattern of development seems to be that girls
start prostituting at around fourteen or fifteen years, out of
desperation and because people have encouraged them to take
this step. Then they get drawn into a deriyea lifestyle where
they do not settle for having enough to eat and a roof over their
heads, but where they become accustomed to luxuries such as
drink, hash and khat. In the words of one girl, "prostitutes
develop a certain expectation of luxuries." However, others do
not get drawn into this lifestyle and decide to stop.
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The Victim as Victimiser

A recurrent theme in victimology (and finding in victim
surveys) is the homogeneity of victim and offender populations
(Fattah, 1993). This is explained by reference to the
victimogenic nature of criminal lifestyles, characterised as they
are by violence, risk-taking and bravado (Braithwaite & Biles,
1984). Victim surveys typically show that those most at risk of
assaultive offenses are heavy drinking young men frequently out
at night (Mayhew et al., 1989; Jones et al., 1986). The same is
true of street boys. That is, much of the abuse of street boys is
suffered at the hands of other street boys. A boy may exchange
the role of victim for that of victimiser within a matter of
minutes. For example, a street boy may have a bank note
snatched from his hand and, a moment later, may catch the boy
who did it and slash his arm with a razor blade.

However, the concept of victim as victimiser does not fit
for the sexual offences committed against street girls. Whereas
street boys may move rapidly from assault and robbery victim to
victimiser and vice versa several times a day, the same is not
true for street girls' sexual victimisations. The concept of
"victim as victimiser" is only useful when both victim and
victimiser belong to a homogenous population. In the case of
sexual assaults and rapes, the victim and victimiser do not come
from homogenous populations. Whilst large numbers of street
girls are sexually assaulted, there is no question of them

becoming sexual victimisers.
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The Concept of Lifestyle

The lifestyle theory of victimisation (Hindelang,
Gottfredson & Garofalo, 1978) focuses on the role of lifestyle
(defined as routine daily activities) in determining one's level of
victimisation. As with the routine activity approach (Cohen &
Felson, 1979) and the opportunity model (Cohen, Kluegel & Land,
1981), the concept of differential association (Sutherland, 1937)
is central. One's routine daily activities differentially expose
one to high-risk victimisation situations. Exposure to
potentially victimising situations is a central concept. We have
seen in Chapter three that the concept of lifestyle was used by
Whitbeck and Simons (1990) to explain the high levels of
vulnerability of homeless youth in the United States to
victimisation. A key determinant of victimisation was that the
lifestyle of runaways contained "deviant subsistence strategies"
employed by homeless youth to survive. Similarly, in Ethiopia, a
street girl's exposure to potentially victimising incidents is
mediated by her type of work, her sleeping arrangements and the
familial network of support she can or cannot call on - that is,
her lifestyle.

The Multiple Victim

We can term the multiple victim the "perpetual victim," or
"recidivist victim" as Fattah (1991) termed them. A perpetual
victim is one who finds him/herself trapped in an abusive
lifestyle. For whatever reason, they lack control over the abuse
in their lives, perhaps due to inexperience, youth or lack of |
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education. Consider, for example, the juvenile prostitute caught
in a cycle of violence and exploitation. Such a girl is, in fact, a
professional victim. Victimisation is a part of her daily
lifestyle. As we have seen in Chapter three, multiple victims
raise particular methodological considerations in that they may
cause gross over-estimates of the prevalence of victimisation
within the general population. However, the multiple victim is
also interesting in that the effects of chronic victimisation are
concentrated into one individual. What do we know about the
effects of chronic victimisation and what does this allow us to
conclude about the effects of on-going, severe victimisation as
experienced by Ethiopian street girls?

1. Genn (1988) questioned multiple victims about their
"commonplace" experiences of fights, verbal abuse, sexual
assaults and property theft and reported that these events were
not regarded as particularly remarkable - "they were just a part
of life." It would appear that this small sample of London
multiple victims had become desensitised to frequent outbreaks
of violence in their dealings with other people. However, no
information is available regarding the psychological effects of
these experiences. Was the reported desensitisation an uncaring
callousness or a desperate defense mechanism of deeply troubled
individuals?

2. A majority of Silbert's (1980) sample of US juvenile
prostitutes reported frequent rapes, assaults and "perversions"
by clients. The effects of this frequent and severe sexual
assaults were serious and long-lasting. All of these juvenile

451



prostitute rape victims reported that the rape had a negative
effect on their feelings towards men and towards themselves.

3. As we have seen in Chapter five, Ethiopian girls of the
street experience high levels of assaults - almost 70% having
been raped or sexually assaulted. Fifty per cent of the raped
sample's first experience of rape involved more than one
assailant. How do such traumatic experiences effect street
girls?

(a) Judging by the traumatic effects of rapes on American
juvenile prostitutes, we might expect the psychological
effects to be long lasting and profound.

(b) As we have already seen, girls of the street felt the
outcomes of their time on the streets would be entirely
negative. Out of over 100 responses, no positive features of
street life were mentioned.

(¢) An additional question asked girls of the street how
they felt about their experiences on the streets. Only one
reported that she had become used to her abusive lifestyle.
The remainder reported resentment, bitterness, sorrow,
depression, loneliness, helplessness and regret at having
come to Addis Ababa.

Consequently, we can speculate that the psychological

effects of street girls' multiple victimisations will be negative
indeed.
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FACTORS OF RESILIENCE AND SUSCEPTIBILITY TO
VICTIMISATION

Let us apply the above victimological concepts to the
Ethiopian setting under the general heading of factors of
resilience and susceptibility to victimisation. Having read of
the exceptionally high rates of victimisation experienced by
street children in the previous chapter, one might be forgiven for
thinking that they are passive victims; that they live in a
violent, ruthless world over which they have no control. This,
however, would be an inaccurate and simplistic way of looking at
the dynamics of street life. We have seen in Chapter five that
76% of girls of the street, for example, reported being beaten.
This leaves 24% who did not report being beaten. Forty three per
cent were raped. Fifty seven per cent were not. In this instance,
the question, "Why is a girl not beaten, raped or robbed ?" is of
equal importance to, "Why is a girl beaten, raped or robbed?" A
number of factors may serve to increase an individual street
child's susceptibility to victimisation. For example, he/she may
sleep outside on the streets rather than inside in the relative
safety of rented accommodation. Similarly, there are factors
which will increase a child's protection against victimisation.
For instance, a girl may decide not to become involved in
prostitution. For the sake of presentation, we can imagine an

equation:
Resilience against - Susceptibility to = Victimisation
Victimisation Victimisation
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This simple equation serves to illustrate the importance of
the dynamic flux between exposing and protecting variables
which determine the extent to which a street child is victimised.
Victimisation is determined by a combination of variables which
predispose an individual to, or protect an individual from
victimisation. It is those factors which we shall consider in
this section.

Companions

As we have seen, only a minority proportion of Addis
Ababa's street child population can be categorised as delinquent.
The majority of such deriyeas are male. They typically spend
large portions of their income on tella, tejand khat. They
distance themselves from mainstream society by congregating in
gangs and living from the proceeds of their stealing. Street girls
may form a part of such gangs. These girls also engage in excess
drinking and khat chewing. They may assist males in theft by
posing as prostitutes in order to lure victims to quiet locations.
It is well recognised by street children that girls who keep such
company are exposing themselves to potentially victimising
experiences. By congregating with groups of marginalised boys,
such girls are frequently propositioned or sexually assaulted. In
the words of one girl,

"those girls who are beaten or raped by deriyeas bring it on
themselves. They make contact with the deriyeas, talk with
them, play with them. Then the deriyeas demand sex and,

even, rape them."
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Many of the girls interviewed expressed no sympathy for
girls victimised by their deriyea friends. There is a feeling that
they have brought it on themselves. Explains one girl who has
learned to avoid deriyeas, "I don't laugh or joke with them. If
you do they'll jump up and ask for sex." Thus, it seems that on
the basis of interviews reported here, street girls can be divided
into two broad categories - deriyea girls and those who do their
utmost to stay away from deriyeas. The latter category realise
that if they avoid deriyeas, they will be avoiding a group who are
likely to beat, rob or demand sex from them. The recurring
statement while interviewing such girls was, "when | see
deriyeas, | run away." Thus, the company a street girl keeps can
be instrumental in determining whether or not she experiences
sexual assault.

This being said, there may be advantages to a street girl for
having male companions. We shall see this in the section on the
group below.

The Group, or Gang

The gang, or group, is important for increasing resistance to
victimisation. Street life necessitates being a member of some
group which will provide a measure of protection. Girls
typically beg in small groups of three or four. Similarly,
prostitutes stand in small groups under lamp posts while
waiting for customers. In the event of one of their number being
robbed, they will scream and attract the attention of passers-by
or the police. A number of instances were encountered whereby
a group of girls assisted a girl who was new to the streets by
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ensuring that she knew enough to survive, showing her where to
sleep, how to beg and so on. Thus, the most destitute of street
girls help those worse off than themselves.

For those girls who socialise with deriyeas, there are
certain advantages: "If | am insulted, | can get the deriyeas to
beat the person for me." Similarly, girls reported feeling safe
because they felt it was widely known in their area that they
were under the protection of local boys and young men with
reputations for toughness. It is not unusual for a street girl to
form an exclusive relationship with a boy and to begin living
with him as his "wife." Girls in this position reported feeling
very safe from the rigours of street life as her "husband" or his
friends would be there to protect her. For a frightened,
vulnerable and confused girl new to the streets, this may be seen
as a better option than helplessly roaming the streets.

One girl reported enjoying protection from local boys
because of her relationship with an old woman. However, the
price she paid for this protection was high:

Sixteen year old Tedrus lives in a plastic shelter with an
old woman. This woman earns a living by lending money to
people. She is well known among the criminals and
delinquents of the area and she warns them not to beat or
rape Tedrus. She uses the threat of withdrawing their
credit. However, if Tedrus returns home without money, the
old woman will sell her for the night to boys.

Depending on a girl's alternative support structures, the
group played a greater or lesser role in the life of a street girl.
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All but two of our sample of girls of the street belonged to a
specific group. Most of these girls slept, ate and worked with
these friends. They were an important source of protection and
companionship to each other. In the event of a friend becoming
sick and being unable to work, half of this sample give money
and/or food to her. For girls on the street, the group is also
important. Again, almost all of the sample belong to a specific
group. However, the functions of the group is not nearly so vital
and life supporting as it is for girls of the street. For girls who
work on the street, but sleep at home, the group offers
protection from harrasment, and a pool of people from whom one
can borrow money, but these girls generally do not eat or sleep
together. The group plays a signficantly lesser role in the lives
of urban poor girls. Only three of these girls say they spend
most of theit time with their friends. The majority spend most
of their time with family members. In short, the group is not
required by these girls as they are not exposed to the rigours of
street life and, consequently, have little need of a protective
group. Primarily, friends fulfill only play-related functions. It
is to her family that this girl will turn in the event of requiring

assistance.
Sleeping Place

Another important factor in determining a child's exposure
to victimisation is the location where he or she sleeps. The
surest way for a street child to avoid victimisation is to stay in
after dark. After a days begging, street girls will usually remain
indoors with their friends, chatting. The majority of girls of the
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street rent a space on the floor of a house for sleeping. This
costs them 50 Ethiopian cents a night (about 5 pence). As
meagre as this sounds, it may constitute 30% of the money a girl
has managed to beg on an average day. A commonly cited fear of
street girls is that they will not be able to beg enough money
during daylight hours to pay for their day's food and rent.
Consequently, they will have to stay out begging after dark. It is
at this time when assaults of all kinds are more likely to occur.
This is particularly so after 9pm, when men begin to go home
after the bars have shut. The accommodation rented by street
children is generally dirty, cold, damp, unhygienic, over-crowded
and flea ridden. Nevertheless, it provides a safe place to go
after dark. Many girls will have stayed in the same place for
long periods of time. They will often build up relationships with
the owners and other girls who stay there (such cheap rent
houses are sexually segregated) and this will be their circle of
social relations where they relax in the evening by chatting. In
times of need they may lend each other money and so on. Most
street children are acutely aware of the dangers of staying out
after dark. This is the time when they are most likely to be
victimised. The fear of rape is the primary reason girls sleep
indoors. Up until they are about age fourteen one may find young
girls sleeping on the verandas. However, as girls become
sexually mature and the prospect of sexual attack becomes very
real, the girls generally begin to sleep indoors. Girls who
continue to sleep outside run the very high risk of being sexually
assaulted. Such girls may include country girls new to the
streets or girls who disregard the threat, perhaps as a result of
being drunk or misreading the male company they are in. |
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"Streetwiseness"

Another factor which influences a child's experiences of
victimisation is the length of time he or she has spent on the
street or, more accurately, how "street-wise" he or she is. The
streets contain many people constantly searching for those they
can deceive, steal from or intimidate into parting with their
belongings. Inevitably, it takes time for a person new to the
street to learn who such people are, where they are to be found
and how they are best avoided. Children are at their most
vulnerable when they are new to the street. It is difficult to
exaggerate the change and culture-shock experienced by a young
child from a rural, traditional culture when he moves for the
first time to a bustling, anonymous, sprawling city such as Addis
Ababa. Such children do not yet know who to trust. Those
children from rural areas may have had no experience with
material theft before. Many of them do not successfully
negotiate even the bus station without having their clothes or
money stolen. They may innocently hand their bag to a "porter"
who quickly runs away with it. Before a child learns the
fundamentals of street life, he or she may have been attacked
due to begging in someone else's area, sleeping outside, not
concealing money or property adequately or due to trusting
somebody to mind money. In time, of course, a child will learn
enough to avoid the most obvious sources of victimisation.

Girls, in particular, found wandering alone on the streets may be
brought into the protection of an established group who will

teach her what she needs to know. Such older, more experienced
girls reported feeling sorry for what they called "country girls"
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because they remembered how frightened and lonely the felt
when they first came to the streets.

Age and Gender

Simply being young and female predisposes a street girl to
victimisation. There are large numbers of street people who will
prey on those they perceive to be weaker than them. Inevitably,
females are perceived as vulnerable, particularly younger girls.
Young girls of the street are routinely subject to assault and
robberies from street boys and older girls and women. "Older
boys and girls constantly frustrate me by demanding any bit of
money | get." "Older boys make me buy them cigarettes and beat
me if | don't." Younger girls are least able to protect
themselves physically. Anybody can demand money off them or
drive them away from a prime begging spot and expect little or
no resistance.

Sexual Maturity

A factor which appears to influence a girl's susceptibility
to sexual victimisation is her degree of physical development.
By and large, while a girl has the figure of a girl and not that of
a woman, sexual assaults are not very likely to happen. In Addis
Ababa, pre-pubescent prostitutes and pre-pubescent rape are
extremely rare. Only one girl reported being raped while she was
younger than ten. Two other girls reported being raped at age ten
and eleven respectively. Sexual development would appear to be
a prerequisite for rapists. While not yet sexually developed,
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girls may still even be sleeping on the veranda. However, they
are becoming wary. One thirteen year old girl said she slept
with a friend and that they took turns to watch out for rapists.
Thus, simply by becoming sexually mature, a girl is susceptible
to sexual attack. Once she begins to become sexually developed,
she will daily experience being solicited or invited to prostitute
herself. However, being visibly pregnant or carrying a child
serves to protect a girl from such harassment/abuse.

Prostitution

Prostitution, perhaps more than any other factor, exposes a
girl to victimising incidents. It brings a girl into contact with
sexually opportunistic men in quiet, private places with no
witnesses. It is not unusual for a girl to be raped by her client if
she refuses anal or oral sex, positions deviating from the
"missionary” position, or if she refuses to have intercourse more
than the agreed number of times. Of 28 girls of the street who
reported having been raped, only six were not prostitutes. That
is, prostitution is a highly victimogenic type of work.
Prostitution clearly ranks as a "deviant subsistence strategy”
(Whitbeck & Simons, 1990) which predisposes girls to
victimisation.

Soldiers, Police and Passers-by as a Source of

Protection

A frequent tactic used by girls to stay safe is to beg in a
location where there are police or soldiers near by. Most of the
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children interviewed reported that EPRDF soldiers and the police
came to their aid if they screamed for help. By contrast, many of
the children interviewed have hateful memories of the Derg's
police force. Street children reported having experienced rape,
assault, extortion and torture at the hands of the Derg police.
The EPRDF appears to be more humane in its treatment of street
children. However, street children cannot rely on them too much
for protection. In October 1992, there was a round-up of beggars
in the city. Most were detained for a night only and warned not
to beg in public places. So, the girls were deprived of one of
their sources of protection as during this time they had to avoid
police and soldiers and beg in backstreets and less visible
places, thus becoming more vuinerable to assault.

Most girls will beg in the same place everyday. If they are
lucky, they will befriend someone who will protect them if the
need arises. This might be a shopkeeper, a policeman or
somebody who knows the deriyeas of the area and will tell them
to leave the girl alone.

Street Families

One small category of street girls are unusually well
protected from the normal abuses of street life. These are girls
who survive by begging with their entire family on the streets.
Such destitute families attract great sympathy and are generally
not targeted by thieves. By begging with her mother and siblings
a street girl is afforded protection from sexual assault.

Children who lead blind beggars are similarly protected.
Ethiopians are traditionally tolerant of beggars. Large numbers
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of people in every town subsist by the generosity of others.

Blind and crippled beggars are almost venerated and there is a
widespread feeling of obligation to assist such people. As one
girl said, "Nobody would ever beat a blind person or the person
leading them." This traditional tolerance of begging does not
usually extend to able-bodied people. We have seen already how
adolescent boys are forced into a life of theft as they lose their
appeal to passers-by and fail to elicit charitable coins; no longer
seen as children, they are insulted and scorned for being
work-shy. The same is true, to a lesser extent for girls. If they
are seen to be able-bodied and without a baby, passers-by are
likely to ask, "Why don't you work instead of begging?", "Why
should | work to give money to you?", "You are healthy so why
don't you work to support yourself?”, "If you can't find work, why
don't you become a bar-girl?" and so on.

Summary

As we have seen, many factors combine to determine the
degree of victimisation a street child will experience. Whereas
street children may initially appear as a homogenous group, their
"society" is, in fact, in a multi-levelled hierarchy. Within this
hierarchy, a pecking order of victimisation exists. As in all
hierarchies, abuse and exploitation usually travels from the top
down. In the world of street children, age and sex is important
in this transmission of abuse. However, it is not as simple as,
"The younger you are, the more abused you are", or, "Females are
more abused than males." Imagine the street world as not simply
consisting of the "abused and the abusers”, or the "higher and
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lower classes." Rather, it is a society which does not just
consist of a number of levels in one hierarchy, but a number of
multi-levelled hierarchies in a dynamic society. A street child's
relative position in these hierarchies determines the level of
abuse and victimisation he or she is likely to experience.
Belonging to the higher level in the sex hierarchy (male) and the
higher level in the age hierarchy (say, seventeen) does not
guarantee an abuse-free life. On the contrary, older teenage
males are more likely to be injured in fights among gangs than
younger boys. Similarly, belonging to the lower level in the sex
hierarchy (female) and in the age category (say, twelve) does not
mean being subject to constant abuse by all older males and
females. Rather, this girl's youthful age and lack of physical
maturity will protect her from the widespread sexual abuse
experienced by older girls.

Therefore, a plethora of factors besides sex and age are at
work in determining a street child's vulnerability and resistance
to victimisation. For example, membership of a gang which will
offer protection, length of time spent on the street, whether one
is of or on the street, whether one works near police or soldiers
who will offer protection, whether one is out after dark, the
safety of one's sleeping place and one's level of physical
maturity. All of these factors combine dynamically to determine
one's vulnerability or resistance to victimisation. Of course,
some factors are more crucial, or weighted, than others; the two
most crucial being gender and age. By and large, older children
victimise younger ones and females are relatively defenceless
against males. Street girls, particularly younger ones, are at the
bottom of the "pecking order" of victimisation which exists on
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the street. They constitute the most vulnerable sector of the
street population.
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION

Recommendations

1. Street children in Ethiopia continue to be harassed by
police and soldiers on the streets. Upon his or her arrest, the
juvenile justice system offers little protection to the street
child. Youths suspected of criminal acts are frequently kept,
without trial, in police station cells at the discretion of junior
police officers. Food and warm clothing are often lacking in such
cells. A small number are sent to Addis Ababa's main adult
prison (again without trial) where some are kept for an
inordinately long time. There are no facilities available to
segregate such youth from convicted adult criminals.

There are two levels at which the police and juvenile
justice systems can intervene to improve the quality of street
childrens' lives:

(a) The Transitional Government established a new police
force having disbanded the corrupt Derg regime. Thus, a
new police force now operates on the streets of Addis
Ababa (although a significant proportion come from the
ranks of the old police). This is a good opportunity to
initiate a set of policy guidelines for trainee police on how
to act towards street children, in order to prevent the kinds
of abuses carried out by the Derg police. There exists a

- common perception among the police and, indeed, among the
general public, that street children are lazy and delinquent
and deserve harsh treatment. As the results of this study |
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have shown, this is not an accurate perception. Street
children are on the street due to dire poverty in the home,
family break up, or victimisation by relatives. It is
important that the police recognise these reasons and
adjust their behaviour towards street children accordingly.
Only a very small percentage of the street child population
are chronically criminalised. The harsh, victimising kind of
treatment meted out to street children in the past only
serves to alienate. It establishes a group who have no
respect for the police, which in turn facilitates
involvement in crime and other anti-social activities.
Police are important figures in street children's lives. The
policies of the new police force towards street children
should recognise this fact.

(b) At the macro level, the referral system from the police
to the juvenile courts to the Remand Home needs to be
re-established. Children should not be kept in police
stations with adult prisoners: they should be housed in a
rehabilitative environment where they have clearly defined
sentences, sanctioned by the courts. Secondly, the practice
of "round-ups" should be halted. Round-ups cause fear and
trauma for children, they disrupt their income, they fail to
recognise the right of children to earn money by begging or
peddling and, finally, they fail to act as a deterrent.

2. Prior to the second half of 1993, no NGO offered
residential facilities for street girls in Addis Ababa. Night time
is when girls of the street are most likely to be victimised. For
girls who cannot afford the price of rented accommodation, it is.
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vital that they have somewhere safe to spend the night. Two
such units opened in the latter half of 1993. The smaller of the
two provided a full residential and training service specifically

- to ex-juvenile prostitutes. Ten girls and three of their babies

were housed in this unit which, unfortunately, closed down a
short time later. The larger unit continues to provide sleeping
space for street girls in a hall which doubles as a street child
resource centre during the day. This is an invaluable facility for
street girls to be able to avail of in order to avoid sexual
victimisation.

Addis Ababa needs more secure sleeping spaces for both
street boys and street girls. These need not necessarily be run
in conjunction with rehabilitative, vocational or educational
services. The primary need is for children to be off the streets
come night fall.

3. Local government in Addis Ababa appears to have been
responsible for making a number of interviewees homeless. The
kebele, which is the smallest administrative unit of the
government, provides cheap rented accommodation as part of its
range of services for the urban poor. However, upon the death of
the rent payer it would appear that this service is not extended
to his or her dependents. A small number of interviewees
reported having been made homeless in this way. That is, upon
the death of their mothers they were forced to leave their
homes. No provisions were made for alternative accommodation.

Even the poorest of kebeles have a community hall. The
majority of these lie empty each night, apart from a watchman.
These halls should be made available to children who have
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nowhere else to sleep. There is a large market for cheap rented
accommodation. At present, this gap in the market is met by
landlords who provide filthy and sub-standard accommodation,
thus exploiting homeless children. The government, by way of
local kebele committees could provide a free, clean, safe,
healthy alternative. A small number of kebeles already provide
such a service on an informal, temporary basis. Such
arrangements seem to operate with a minimum of disruption if
the street children involved are adequately screened. This is a
service which all kebeles might offer.

4. Children coming to Addis Ababa from regional towns or
villages invariably pass through the central bus station at
Markato. Preying on their innocence, this is where a range of
thieves, pick pockets and swindlers wait for them. A common
tactic employed by fraudsters is to target children who share
the same tribal origin as themselves. Children are predisposed
to trust such individuals and to hand over their clothes or money
for "safe keeping." Large numbers of street children report first
having been stolen from at the bus depot.

With this mind, selective policing should be employed at the
bus station to target such adults.

5. Amongst juvenile prostitutes in Addis Ababa, there is a
marked lack of knowledge of sexuality. For example, reported
methods of avoiding pregnancy included having multiple partners
and eating chili peppers. Contraception use by juvenile
prostitutes is not widespread. Not surprisingly, recent
estimates suggest a 25% incidence of HIV+ amongst street
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prostitutes (it is thought to be even higher (50%) for
"bar-ladies").

A majority of street children were aware of Aids. Radio
was the most commonly cited source of information, with others
naming television, school, friends and the church. Few
specifically mentioned condoms but most knew that Aids is
incurable and the best form of prevention is to have only one
sexual partner. Given this widespread basic knowledge of Aids,
why do so few juvenile prostitutes use condoms? The answer
lies partly with their clients. Prostitutes who did ask clients to
wear a condom generally found that clients would refuse to do
so. Rather than lose her client, the girl rarely pressed the point,
or, if she did, frequently reported that she was beaten into
submission.

Given the above situation, a number of interventions would
seem to be required:

(a) Unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted
diseases can be greatly reduced with consistent

condom use. This can be promoted by their widespread
availability coupled with adequate information on how to
use them and the importance of doing so. A pilot project
aimed to do just this, early in 1994. Chris Purdy of
SCF-USA, Gabriella Zapata and myself, with the
co-operation of Population Services International (PSl)
produced a leaflet which was launched at a series of
"festivals" for street girls. At these gatherings girls were
provided with food, music and dancing, as well as talks
from other street girls about the importance of condom use;
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PSI made available a large number of free condoms.
Projects of this kind should be replicated by NGOs working
with this population.

(b) The above intervention needs to be coupled with
messages which are aimed directly at the male clients of
prostitutes. The efficacy of radio as a means of

public education is illustrated by the widespread
knowledge of Aids amongst street children. A similar
medium should be employed to highlight the enormous
incidence of HIV+ amongst prostitutes in Addis Ababa.

6. We have seen above that a basic sheltered
accommodation service would greatly improve the quality of life
of many homeless children. However, such services are not
sufficient in themselves for one small category of street
children - mothers. Street life is extremely harsh for young
infants. Consequently street infants experience a high mortality
rate. Street mothers and their infants require a comprehensive
intervention programme, one that meets basic needs such as
shelter, food, health care and clothing, but one that also meets
their educational and vocational needs. Unfortunately, the only
such programme of this kind in Addis Ababa did not stay open for
very long. It is a large and expensive commitment for any one
agency. However, agencies working with street children need to
scrutinise their criteria for selecting beneficiaries. All too
often, beneficiaries are chosen by individuals using rather
loosely defined criteria. To what extent do appealing features
such as "cuteness", brightness and sociability endear children to
programme managers? Are NGOs avoiding populations which are |
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difficult to work with such as pregnant girls, mothers, Aids
victims and aggressive older boys? Who shall cater for the
needs of such groups?

7. An unknown number of adolescent girls leave their homes
to work as poorly paid maids in Addis Ababa. Due to
mistreatment such as under-feeding, over-working, withholding
of payment and sexual assaults, it was from these jobs that
many girls left to come to the streets. Little is known about
these girls and their work conditions. As they are a "invisible"
group, they have not attracted the attention of researchers or
NGOs. A separate investigation is required to determine the
extent of mistreatment experienced by the large numbers of
maids in Addis Ababa and to recommend strategies which will
discourage them from coming to the streets.

8. Finally, and related to the point of NGOs selection
criteria mentioned above, let us consider the optimum point of
intervention, from the viewpoint of family background. We have
seen, both in the Latin American literature and in the Ethiopian
data presented here, that street children typically come from
disrupted families. More specifically, they frequently come from
female-headed households. For both prevention and intervention
programmes, this should be considered when selecting
beneficiaries. The data presented here allows us to identify one
selection criterion. Beneficiaries most likely to benefit are
those coming from broken family backgrounds. This is not to say
that children from stable, but poor, family backgrounds would
not benefit. However, children from unstable backgrounds are
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more likely to benefit from intervention in that the
support/benefits may be what is required to prevent the child
from leaving home and going to the streets.

Conclusion

It should be clear that the abusive experiences of Ethiopian
street children cannot be explained as socially acceptable,
traditional practices. That is, a culturally relativist explanation
cannot be used to explain the widespread incidence of beatings,
theft and sexual assaults committed against street children.
Even within the context of street life, children recognise that
their experiences are abusive and that the outcomes of their
street life experiences are likely to be detrimental to their
social and emotional development.

How, then, can we explain such appalling levels of
victimisation? An underlying question or dilemma throughout
this text has been, "Is it possible, and if so, is it useful, to view
the realities of Ethiopian street children's lives from the
perspective of a Western conception of childhood?" Let us now
consider this question in a more explicit manner. In Chapter one
we examined the emergence of the modern, Western, idealised
conception of childhood which views the child as innocent,
delicate and in need of protection from the harsh realities of
adult life. This view of childhood is inappropriate in the context
of Ethiopian street children's lives. It is inappropriate for two

reasons:

1. The Western conception of childhood is not useful in
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helping us understand the street work engaged in by many street
children. The children of Ethiopia's urban poor are not sheltered
from the harsh realities of adult life. They are expected to
contribute to the family income. If we were to consider the
widespread use of child labour by the families of Ethiopia's
urban poor through the lens of a Western conception of childhood,
we would be forced to deem that all working children are
severely deprived; that they have been "robbed of their
childhood." Clearly, a modern conception of childhood, with an
emphasis on innocence, vulnerability and protection from "aduit"
worries and concerns is of limited use in a society where the
urban poor (and rural poor) are forced to put their children to
work in order to survive. A Western conception of childhood does
not fit the Ethiopian situation so we need another conception of
childhood, another framework with which to view the reality of
street children's lives. This might be an instrument such as the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
Convention recognises social and economic realities around the
world, but also upholds universal standards for the acceptable
treatment of children. For example, children are not denied the
right to work, as long as provision is made for "appropriate
regulation of the hours and conditions of employment” (Article
32).

2. A second reason why a Western conception of childhood
is inappropriate in the context of Ethiopian street children is
that it sheds little or no light on the issue of child abuse and
neglect. As is common in many developing countries, while
children are not less cherished or celebrated, there is a
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harsher, more discipline-focused view regarding their upbringing
than exists in the West. Children are expected to be subservient,
obedient and respectful to adults. The idealised, Western
conception of childhood views practices such as beatings, food
deprivation and severe scolding as abusive or neglectful; against
this standard, many Ethiopian children are severely neglected.

There is an alternative conception of street children which
is even less appropriate. Namely, the conception which is
frequently adopted by the police, army or other security forces.
Due to their independence, "street wiseness" and sometimes
involvement in petty crime, street children are viewed
predominantly as criminals or potential criminals, and are not
categorised as children at all. Such a view allows for the
implementation of very harsh measures to control the activities
of street children. For example, rounding up street children to
work on state farms or imprisoning them without trial. By
denying a street child his or her categorisation as a "child", he or
she can be more easily treated as a wayward aduit.

As clearly ethnocentric as the Western conception of
childhood is and as inappropriate it is in an Ethiopian context, it
is the standard conception used by aid agencies. We have
suggested in Chapter one that movements to prohibit child labour
spring from a Western, idealised conception of middle-class
childhood. It is no mystery why aid agencies use a Western
conception of childhood in a non-Western setting. In their
efforts to appeal to their funders (the governments and public of
the Western nations), aid agencies play on the stereotypical
portrayal of all developing world children as equally deprived,
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miserable and hopeless. As we have seen in Chapter two, such
broad sweeping generalisations regarding street children are
simply not accurate. Furthermore, they contrive to present the
citizens of the Third World as helpless, powerless and lacking
the creativity to deal with their own problems.

Clearly, we need a conception of childhood which can take
account of the economic and social realities of life for Ethiopian
children, whilst also maintaining standards regarding the
acceptable treatment of children. Such a conception would have
to avoid a cultural relativist stance whereby all the experiences
of Ethiopian street children are seen as unavoidable or normal
aspects of life within Ethiopian society. For example, the abuses
experienced by girls of the street are clearly not normal for
Ethiopian female adolescents. Our control samples of girls on
the street and urban poor school girls illustrate this. Our
control groups allow us to say that, "Yes, girls of the street are
victimised to an extraordinary extent; not in the context of a
Western conception of childhood (against which standard many
Ethiopian children are abused or neglected), but in the context of
what are the normal experiences of Ethiopian female adolescents
of the urban poor. A conception of childhood which meets our
requirements is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child.
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Appendix 1 - Acronyms _and Amharic Words Used

Widely Throughout the Text

B.C.S.
CED.C

C.R.D.A.

E.P.L.F.
E.P.R.D.F.

F.A.O.
I.C.C.B.
I.C.S.
I.C.(V.)S.
I.L.O.
LM.F.
M.O.L.S.A.
N.CH.
N.S.P.C.C.

N.CS.
N.GO.
O.LF.
OPCS.

S.C.F.(USA)

ACRONYMS

British Crime Survey

Children in Especially Difficult
Circumstances

Christian Relief and Development
Association

Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front
Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary
Democratic Front

Food and Agriculture Organisation
International Catholic Child Bureau
International Crime Survey
International Crime (Victim) Survey
International Labour Organisation
International Monetary Fund
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
National Children's Home

National Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children

National Crime Survey

Non Governmental Organisation
Oromo Liberation Front

Office of Population Censuses and
Surveys

Save the Children Federation (USA)
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T.P.L.F.
u.c.C
U.C.R.
U.N.
UNA.

U.N.E.S.C.O.

U.N.L.C.E.F.
U.N.LC.R.l.

U.N.C.HR.

Tigrinean Peoples Liberation Front
University College Cork

Uniform Crime Reports

United Nations

United Nations Association
(independent UK charity)

United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation
United Nations Children's Fund
United Nations Inter-regional Crime
and Justice Research Institute
United Nations Centre for Human
Rights
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Ato
Birr

Bunna
Bunna-bait
Chai
Chai-bait
Derg

Deriyea
Falashas
Farenge
Injera
Iqub
Kebele

Khat
Kollo
Plastic-bait

Tej
Tella
Wat
Wyalla

GLOSSARY

Mr.

Ethiopian currency (1 Birr = approx
£0.10)

Coffee

Coffee-house

Tea

Tea-house

Ethiopian Military regime ousted in
1991

Delinquent

Ethiopian Jews

Foreigner (White person)

Bread

Communal saving scheme

Smallest political administrative
unit, "community”

Narcotic leaf

Roasted cereals

A shelter made from plastic, sticks
and rags

Traditional home-made mead
Traditional home-made beer

Food sauce

Taxi-boy
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x 2 - UN Convention on the Rights of the

)

THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations

on 20 November 1989

Text

PREAMBLE

Tre States Parves to the present Convention,

Ccnsidering that, in accordance with the principles proctaimed in the Charter ot the
Lrited Nations, recogrution of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable '

nghts of ail membars of the human family is the foundation of freedom, pstce and
peace in the worid,

Beanng in mind that the pecples of the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed thair faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth of the
human person, and have determined 10 promote social progress and befter stan-
carcs of lite in larger treedom, '

Recognizing that the United Nations has, in the Universal Declaration of Human
RA.ghis and in the International Covenants on Human Rights, proctaimed and agreed
tnat everyone is enutied 10 ait the nghts and freedoms set forth therein, without
aistinction of ary lund, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
ocanicn, national or social origin, property, birth or other status,

Recallirgthat, in the Universal Dectaration of Human Rights, the United Nations has
prociaimed that ctuidhood is entitied to special care and assi e,

Cenvinced 1ha: the famuiy, as the fundamental group of society and the natural
e~vircnment fcr the growth and well-being of all its members and parucularty
cricren, shouid be attorded the r Y pr ion and Ce s0 that it can
Lty assumae its responsibifiies within the community,

Reccgmizing (Rat the child, for the full anc harmonious development of s or her
£ersonality, shoLid grew upin a family er M. inan phere of haopiness,
icve and undersiancing,

Cons.dering that the child should be fully prepared o live anindivicual life in society,
a~c Dreught up :n the spint of the iCeals prociaimed in the Charter of the Uniled
Na: Sns, and ir parucularin the spint ¢t peace. gnity, tolerance, lreedom, ecuauty
arc solidarity.

E2a7ng in minc thatthe need to excend particular care 10 the chid has been stated '

1 =~¢ Ganreva Dec'aranon of the Righis of the Child of 1924 and in the Declaraton
¢! *=e Rights o! tre Child adopled by the Uruted Natons on 20 November 1553 and
reccgnized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the nternauonal

Coverant on Civil and Political Rights (in particutar in arucles 23 and 24), in the |

Irternational Covenant on Economuc, Social and Cuhtural Rights {in paricular in
article 10) and in the statutes and reievant instruments of speciakzed agencies and
international organizations concerned with the welfare of children,

Beanng in mind that, as indicated in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, The
chiid, by reasonof tu ical and m 0 igl sateguards and
care. including a| iate lega! well as after birth”,

Recalkngthe o

of the D on Social and Leqal Pnnciples refating 10
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

PREAMBLE

The preambie recalis ihe bas< prin-
aples of the United Nations anc speafic
provisons of centain relevart “uman
nghts treaves and proclamascrs. 1t re-

affirms the lact that children, decause of
10 vivecatully, need specaicare an

protecyon, anditplaces speciai empha-

$iS 0N the pnmary caring anc protecuve
respons.beiity of the family. i aiso real-
firms e need forlegal and ctter crotec-
bonof :he chidbelore and attertar:h, the
impcriance of respect lor ihe cifural
vaiues of :he chikd's community, arc the
vital roie ¢f intermational cocperaten in
sec.ang Shwidren’s nghts.



THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Taking due account ol the impartance of the tradiions and cutural vakses of each
pecpie for the protection and harmomous development of the s,

Recognzing the imp co of international co-operaton for mproving the living
cendiions of chikdren 10 avery country, in particular in the deveicoing countries,

Have agreed as foliows:

PARTI

Article 1 Definition of a child

Forihe purposes of the present Convention, achild means every rumanbeingbelow A =/wid s recogrized as a person
the age of 18 years uniess, under the law applicabile to the child, maonity is attained wnc'er 18, uniess national laws rec-
earker. ognize the age of majonty earfer.

Articte 2 Non-discrimination

1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the nghts set forth in the present Con- Al sghts apply 10 all children without
vention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimi Y of any kind, irre- excepron. Nis the State’s odkgation
spective of the child’'s or us or her parent’s or legal guarcian’'s race, colour, sex, l0 orztect chikdren from any form of
language. religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic of social origin, propernty,  discnmenanion and to ltake positive
cisability, Dirth or other status. aciien 0 promote their nghts.

2. States Panies shall take ail appropriate measures to ensc’e 'hat the child is
protecied against ali forms of discnmination or punishment onthe Casis of the status,
activities, expressed opinions, or bekiefs of the child’'s parents. 'egat guardians, or
famuly members.

Article 3 Best interests of the child

: In all actions concerning cruldren, whether uncenaken Dy SLDsC Of pnvate  A./acr.crsconcermng the chidd shal

soctai werlare insutuhons, counts of law, admimistzative aur~c 't es or ieg:siatve ‘ac e ‘.1 account of tus or ner best

bocies, the Des: interests of the child shall be a pnmary cons.Ce"a: on r9°98's The State snailorovide the
CF1 O Wit AdOGUAIE Care w ~en Dar-

2. States Parties undenake 10 ensure the Chid SUCT DIOCIC~ aNd CAr@ a8 1S p-o5 o Orhers charged w.ih hat

recessary ‘or us or her well-baing, 1aking into account the ngnts a~SOUES Of NSO rpgae~g.5.iy, farl o do so

Par parents, ‘egal guardians, or other individuals legaily r@spons.S @ 'or um cr her,

and. 10 this @nd. shail 1ake all appropnate legisialive arg admir-51*3.ve measures.

3 Stazes Parues shail ensure that the Institulions, sersices a~= 'as htie$ respon-
s:0le for the care Or protection of children shall con!arm with tRe $:31daras estad-
Ushed by competent authonties, particularly in the areas of sa‘e’y. health, in the
number and suitatriity of therr staft, as wall as competent superys.31.

Article 4 implementation of rights

States Parhes shall undenake alt appropriate legislative, admirisiraive, and other | The State must do allit can 1o imple-
measures ‘o the impiementation of the rights recognizedinthe present Conventon. | mert :he nghts containedinthe Con-
With regard 10 economic, social and cuttural nghts, States Parties shall undenake { venuon,
such measures t0 the maximum extent of their available resources and, where

ded, within the f & of ir ional co-operaton,

2
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Article S

States Pames srail respect the responsibs i nghts and duhes o! parents or, where
aooicable. the memoe s of the extended tamely or community as provided for by local
Sustom, legal guarcians or other persons 'egally responsible for the chiid, to provide,

72MaNner cersisient wiN the evolving capaciies of the child. appropnate cirection

270 guidance n ite dvercise Dy the criid of the nghts recogrized in the present
Coarvention.

Article 6

t States Pares recognize that every child has the inherent ngit 10 ife.

2. States Parues snha'l ansure 10 the maxumum extent possibie the surnval and
Jevelopment of the cic.

Article 7

1 The chiid shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the aght

from birthto a name. the "GNt to acquire a natonaiity and, asfar as possidie. the right |

10 know and be cared ‘cr Dy s or her parents.

2. States Parties shail ensure the implemaentation of these rights in accordance
with their national iaw and their obligations under the relevant international instru-
ments in this fieid, in parhcular where the child wouid otherwise be stateless.

Article 8

1. States Parties uncertake 10 respect the nght of the child to preserve his or her
identity, including nationality, name and lamily relations as recognized by law without
unlawtul interference.

2. Where a chiid is illegally deprived of some or all of the elements of his Sr her
identity, States Parties shail provide appropnate assistance and protection, with a
view 10 $peedily re-estadlishing his or her identty.

’\,\chh 9
7/

T, States Par:es s™a.! ensure that a child shail not be separated from his ot her
Sarents against e wo i excepl when competant authont:ies subject 0 Lc:.c:al
review determire, in accorcance with apphcable law and procecures, thal such
seoaration is necessary ‘or the best interests of the chid. Such determnation may
D€ necessary in a particular case such as one involving abuse or neglect of the =tiid

Oy the parents. or 0re wrere the parents are living separately and a decision must

De made as to the chila’s dlace of residence.

2. Inanyproceecirgs pursuantto paragraph 1 of the present anicle. allinterested

Sarues shatl be given an cpportunily to participate in the proceedings and maxe their
vews known,

3 States Pariies sra! respect the right of the chid who is separaied from ora or
DCIN parents 1o Mairta.n personal relations and direct CONtact with Doth parerits on
a regular basis, excect :f 1t is contrary 1o the chid’s bestirterests.

4. Whare such secaration results lrom any action initiated by a State Party, such
as the detention. :mpnscament, exile, deportation or death (including death ansing
from any cause while the personis in the cusiody of the State) of one or both parents
or of the child, that State Party shall, upon request, provide the parents, the chid or,
i1 appropriate, another member of the famuly with the essential information concern-
ing the whereabouts of :he absent member(s) of the {amily unless the provision of the
information would be detrimental 10 the weil-being of the child. States Parties shall
further ensure that the sLbmission of such a request shall of itself entail no adverse
consequences for the person(s) concerned.
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Parental guidance and the child's
evolving capacities

The State must respect the nghts and
responsidines of parents and the ex-
tended farny ‘0 provide juarce for
the chid w=ec = 1$ appropnaie 10 Per or
s evoMng cazacives.

Survival and development

Every cluid ~as :he inherent nght o ste.
and he State ~as an obbgavon 0 en-
sure the chic's survival and Jdevelop-
ment.

Name and natlonality

The child has e aght to a name at Sirth.
The child aiso “as the right 1o acGure a
nationality arc, as far as possidle, 10
know his or her parents and be cared lor
Oy them.

Preservation of identity

The State has an obiigation 1o protect,
and if necessary. re-establish basic as- N
pects of the chid's identity. This in-
ciudes name. ~atonality andlarmily ties.

Separation from parents

The chiid has a ~z 7t 0 live with his or her

parents ur @8s 'us s deermed 0 be
INCOMPAlLDee #:: the chuid’s Dest inter-
esis. The cic also has the nght 10
maintan ¢Cmact wih both parenis if
separatec T 2ne or both.



THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Article 10

. n accordance with the ob-3aton of States Parnes under arnticle 9. paragraph
. ACORCALONS Dy a Chuld O Tus OF Nar Parents Lo enter or leave 3 State Party lor the
2"D0se Of tamuly reunification srail be dealt with by States Paries in a positive,
~.=ane and expediious manrer States Parties shall further ensure that the
s.2~ssion of such a request s=a. entail NO adverse consequences for the appli-
23778 anc 'or the membaers of t~e-r farmily

2z A chuid whose parents res.ce .n different States shail have the nght to maimtain
2= 2 -egular baus, save In excesional Circumstances personal relations and direct .

1acts with Doth parents. Towar2s that end and in accordance with the obligation

S! 1~ Shid and s or her parents '0 leave any country, inckudkng their own, and to
@-tor :heir own country The ng™t t0 leave any country shail be subject only o such
-8$17CHONS a8 are prascnbed by aw and which are necessary 1o protect the national
Sacunly, pubec order (ordre pudkc), pudbiic health or morals or the nghts and
‘>0000mMs of others and are cons:stent with the other nghts recognized in the present
Ccnvention,

Article 11

1. States Parties shaktake measures to combat the ilkcit transfer and non-retum
St Shidren abroad.

2. To tus end, States Paries shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or

~u'uiateral ag of to ing agreements.

Articte 12

—
. States Parties shall assure ‘0 the chiid who is capable of forming his or her own

<ews the nght t0 express those views freely in all matters alfecting the child, the

« ews cl the chuld being given du.e weight in accordance with the age and maturity of

e shiig.

“22°2 n ary dkcial and acministrative proceedings atecting the child, either

= -a2ty, o1 INrCLGh a represeriat.ve Or an appropriate body, in 2 manner consistent
«~ 1= 1@ Sroceoural rules of natsnal law.

Article 13

¢ The cruid shall have the ~grt to freedom of exprassion; this nght shall inciude
**##30T 0 seek, receive and rcan:ntormaton and deas of ait kinds, regarciess ot
ses=ners, ¢ther oralty, in wriling 3f in print, in the form of art, or through any other
=e¢21a of ihe chiid’s choCe.

2 The exercise of this nghL may De SUD{ECt 10 cartain resInCLONS, but these shal
2= v S@ such as are provided Dy 'aw and are necessary

3 For respect of the nghts 3¢ eputations ot others; or

> Farine protection of nat.c~ai security or o pubkc order (ordre publkc), of of
2.2 ¢ Neanh or morals.

Article 14

. States Parues shall respect the nght of the chiid to freedom of thought,
serscence and rekgion.

2. States Parues shall respect the nghts and duties of the parents and, when
aooicable, legal guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or
“er nght in 3 manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.

4
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Z2r 1w pUrpPOSe, the Child shall in particular be provided the opporunity 1o be |

tates Parties under arucle 9. paragraph 1, States Parues shail respect the right .

Unofticial summary ot
main provisions

Family reunification

Chidren and therr parents have :he nght
10 leave any country and to enter their
own for purpOs e s of reurvon cr he main-
tenance of the chiid-parent -e'atonsip

Hticit transfer and non-return

The State has an obiigation to prevent
and remedy the kidnapping or retention
of children abroad by a parent or third
pary.

The child's opinion

The child has the nght to express his or
her opinion [reely and to have that opin-
ion taken into account in any matter or
procedure afecting the child.

Freedom of expression

The chiid has the nght i0 @xzress s or
her views, obtan informaicn, make
deas or informanon known. rezardiess
of rortiers.

Freedom of thought, conscience
and religion

The State shall respect the chiid’s nght
to Ireedom of thought, conscience and
refigion, subject 1o appropnate parental
guidance.



THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

3 Freedom :0 marxlest one's region or bekefs may be sutject only 10 such
1™NIAN0NS as are Prescnded by law and are NECESSary (0 Protect pubsc satety. order.
*ea1n or morais, or the tundamental nghts and freedoms of others.

Articie 1§

States Parties racogrize the rights of the chikd to freedom of association and
‘-a9com of peacelul assembly.

[Yy
e

2 NO restnctions may de placed on the exercise of these ngnis other than those
L 2CSed 1N conformity with the iaw and which are necessary in 3 Jemocratic society
1@ Nterests of nauonal secunty or pubiic salety. pubic order (orcre pudic), the
r3iection of pubkic healtth or morals or the prolection of the nghts and freedoms of

Jirers.

Article16
1. Nochild shall be subjected 10 arditrary or unlawlul interference with his or her

arvacy. family, home or correspondence, nor to uniawtul attacks on hisor her honour

and eputation.

2. Thechild has the right to the protection of the law against such interference of
attacks.

Article 17

Staies Parties recognize the imp function pert d by the mass media and
shall ensure that the child has access 10 information and material from a diversity of
ralonal and international sources. especially those aimed at the promotion ol his or
her socal, spintual and moral well-being and physical and mental heatth. To this end,
States Panties shail:

i
anc cultural benefit to the chwid and in accordance with the spirit of article 29;

;& Encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange and dis-
$¢ ~nation of such informat.on and matenal from a diversity of cuitural, national and
~lérnational sources:

.S Encourage the procucucn and cissemination of children's books:

.S} Encourage the mass Media 1o have parucular regard 10 the inguistic needs of
re Shild who belongs to a minonty group or who is Incigenous;

Encourage the deveicpment of appropriate Guidelines for the protection of the
*2.¢ frominformation anc Tatenal injurious 1o his or her well-being, dearing in mend
~e Drovisions of articles 13 and 18.

Article 18

Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and matenal of social .

1. States Panies shall use their best efloris to ensure recognt.on of the principie

i at doth parents have common respons:bilities for the upbnnging and development
<! tme child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the pnmary

e300nsibility for the upbnnging and development of the chiid. The Destinterests of

{re snild will be their basic concern.

2. For the purpose of guaranteeing and promoting the rights set forth in the |

present Convention, States Panies shali render appropnate assistance to parents
anciegalguardiansin the pertormance ol their child- rearing responsitilities and shalt
ensure the development of instilutions, facilities and services for the care of children.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures 10 ensure that children of
working parents have the right to benefit from child-care services and facifties for
wiich they are eligible.
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Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Freedom of association

Chicren rave a ~5~t ‘0 meet wih oth.
#r3, aNC 10 O 3¢ ‘Orm asSOCIALONS.

Protection of privacy

Cruidren have :Ne nght to protection
from :nterfererce with pnvacy. famly,
home and corresdondence, and from
kel or slander.

Access to appropriate information

The State shail ensure the accessibility
1o chuicren of irfermation and matenal
trom a owversity 3f scurces, and «t shall
encourage the mass media o dissemi-
nate :nformazon wrach is of social and
Cultural benefit °c re chid, and take
Stecs 10 protec: 1 or her from harmiul
matenals.

Parental responsibilities

Pare=ts nave,cim! srmary responsitriity
‘er ra:sing he 274 €. and the State shall
SLpoornt them .n :rus. The State shall
prov:ce apprcracd assistance 10 par-
ents in chiid-rasirg
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Article 19

1. States Parves shall ta<as 3t adpropnate legislative. acministrative, social and
oducalionai Teasures 10 Droiec: the child from ail forms i physical o mentat
VIOleNCe. nLry Or ADUSE. NEG ¢Ct Of negligent reatment. Taitreatment of expioita-
10N INCLEING SOXUAl ADUSE w*= @ nihae care of parert(s'. ‘egal guardian(s) or any
JiNe’ eSS~ WG Masite Zate 2 ine child

2 Sueh Oroteciive Meas.ras should, as appropnate. :nciude eftective proce-
Jures 'or ire 951adishmert 3! soC:al programmes 0 Prov'Ce necessary support for
10 ChIC 372 '07 TNOSE WG “3. 8! Care of the Child. as we'i as !or other forms of
Dreverten ang ‘or wdentt:cat o~ ceporting, referral. investgation, treatment and
‘ollow-up 3! ~starces of chiie —a1reatment descnbed herelofore. and, as appropn-
ate. for ugic:at :rvolvement

= Article 20

1. A Mg emporanty or e —anently depnved of his of her family environment,
Of INWhO S8 OWN DOSTINIEreSiS Sa~NOtDe allowed to remain n that environment, shall
be entitied to | pe Y and i provided by the State.

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws L]
care for such a chuid.

3. Sucn care could inciuce nter aka, toster pl N, Kalala of Islamic law,
a00ploN, Or ! "eCISSAry PIACI~eNt N Suitable insututiors for the care of chuldren.
When consigenng soRtions, cLe regard shalt be paid 10 the Cesirability of continuity
n 3 chid’'s cponnGing and 10 ine chid's ethnic, religrous, cultural and linguistic
backgrounra

Article 21

States Pa~ es:rat 19COGTUTH 3°C If POrMul the System Of acoption shail ensure that
the Dest ‘~letesis o! 1N €™ C $™a ! De the paramount CorsiCerauon and they shall:

Ja) Ens.rettaliine acepuc- of a childis authonzed only By competent authonties
who determirg, 1 accarCarce & 'n apphcadle law and crocecures and on the basis
of all perirert anc reiadie .z = au0n, that the adoption 1s Dermissible in view of the
Shiid’s S1aius sorcerming Date s, relatves andiegal guardians and that, if reGuired.
the perscns so~cerned “ase 3ven their informed consent (0 the adoption on the
Dasis of suc counselhng as —ay De necessary;

(5) Recog~e that inter-c3.ntry acoplion may be cons:dered as an akernauve
means of c™i3 § Cara, if i 2=. € 2annot be placed in a ISster or an adoplive tamily
Of Canrct .n any switable ma~~a° De cared for in the chi'd’s country of origin;

(€) Ensicd that the chig S9°Cered Dy intercountry acoplion enioys sateguards
and stancarcs eGuivalent 1o (~Sse exisling in the case of national adoption;

(d) Take ai appropnaie —eas.res ‘0 ensure that, in intercountry adoption, the

placement Joes not result in :moreper linancial gain for those involved in it;

(e) Promote, where appropnate. the objectives of the present article by concluding
bilaterat or mululateral arrangaments or agreements, and endeavour, within this
framework_ '0 ensure that the placemaent of the child in another country is carried out
by competent authorities or organs.
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Unotfticial summary ot
main provisions

Protection from abuse and
neglect

The State shail protect the child from all

forms of maireatment by parents or
others responsibie for the care of the
chid and estadbésh apprcpnate social
programmes ‘or :he prevention of abuse
and the trea:ment of vicams.

Protection of a child without
tfamily

The State i3 obiiged 10 provide special
protection for a child depnived of ihe
family environment and to ensure that
appropriate atemative family care otin-
stitutional placementis available in such
cases. Efforts 1o meet this obkgation
shall pay cue regard to the child's cul-
tural background.

Adoption

In countries ahere adoption is recog-
Zed anc or aliowed, it shall only be
carnied out .n the dest interests of the
chvid, and then only with the authonza-
Yon of corpetent authorities, and safe-
guards ‘or :~e chid.



THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Anticle 22

1. Statas arues shall take appropnate Measures 10 ensure that a child who 18
Seoking refuG ee status or who 13 considered a refuges in accordance with applicable
imernational or domes::C law and procedures shail. whether unaccompanied or

SMPanted Dy Nis or her parents or by any other person, receive appropnate
Dr219CHON 37C SLMANILANaN assiSIance Inthe erymentof appkcable ngnts set forth
intre present Convenucn and in 0ther INternalonai human aghts or humanmitananin-
SITUMANES 0 which the said States are Parties

2. Fortr.s ourpose, States Paries shallprovide, as they consider appropnate. co-
Soerauon in any eforts by the United Nations and other compeatentintergovernmen-
tal orgamzanuors of non-governmaental organizaions ¢o-operaing with the United

Natons 10 orotect and assist such a child and {0 trace the parents or other members .
of the tam:y of any refugee cruid in order to obtain informaton necessary for *

reunsfication with s or her tamuly. In Cases where no parents or other membaers of
the family can be found, the chiid shall be the same p

Y as any other |

child permanertly or terrporanly depnved of s or her family environment for any -

reason, as set ‘orth in the present Convention.

Article 23

1. States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should
enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote seif-refiance,
and faciitate the child’'s active panicipation in the community.

2. States Parmes recognize the nghtol the disabled chuid 10 special care and shal
#NCOUraga and ensury the 9x1ension, subject (0 availlable resources. 0 the eligible
child and those respons:bie for his or her care, of assistance for which apphcationis
made and which is apprcpnate (o the child’'s condition and 10 the circumstances of
the parer:s dr others canng for the child.

3. Recogrizing the special needs of a chNid, e n
accordance with paragraph 2 of the present artcle shall be provided free of charge,
whenever Doss:dDle, taking 1Mo account the “nancial resources of the parents or
otharscanrg ‘cri~e chic. and shaii be desigrec 20 ensure that the cisadbled child has
eMecive 330288 10 and recaves @ducaton, tra.ming, heanh care services, rehabiki-
taicn sen:Ces, oredaraton
CONALCV @13 1@ SMMid's actieving the tuilest DC$s0le SOCIalnlegrat cn and individual
develccent, including Mis or har cultural and spuntuat development.

4 S:ates Par:es shail promote, in the spint of international co-operation, the
exchange ! aporcpriate informaton in the field of preventve heattn care and of
macicai. asychoicgical and funchonal treatment of disabled children. irclhuding cis-
seminatcn of and access {0 :rformation concermng methods of rehabiktation,
education and vocational sennces, withthe aim of enabling States Paries o improve
therr capadities and sa.'s and 'O widen ther expanence In these 2°eas. in thus
regard, Dan.cular 3ccount shall be taken of the needs of deveioping countnes.

Article 24

1. States Par:es recognize the nght of the ctid 10 the enoyment of the highest
anainatie s:arcard of heanrh and to faciities for the treatment of iliness and
rehabiitanon ot neatn. States Paries shail sirve to ensure that ng chuid isdeanved
of his or her nght of

2. States Pares shail pursue full implemantauon of this right and. in particular,
shail take approprate measures:

(a) To dimenish intant and child mortality:
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Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Refugee children

Special protection shall be granted 1o a
refugee chid of to a chiid seelung retu-
gee status. i is the State's obkgation to
€O -0Derale withcompetent orgarvzasons
w/NCh provide such protecton and as-
sistance

Disabled children

A disabied child has the nght to special
care, education and traireng to help him
or her enjoy a il and decent kfe in
aignity and achieve the greatest degree
of sef-rekance and social imegration
possibie.

Heaith and health services

The chid has a nght to the hghest
standard of health ard medical care
arainable. States shall place special
emphasis on the provision ol prmary
andpreventive healthcare, pubkc health
educaton and the reduction of infart
mortakity. They shall encourage interna-
tonal co-operation in this regard and

7
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S T ensure ine provision 3t necessary medical assistance and healthcare 10 ail
2™ STen with emphasis on the development of pnmary heafth care.

& Tocombat disease and mainutntion including within the tramework of pamary
~9a1n care, through mnter alia the apphicauon of readily availabie technology and
1= S50 the provision of adequate nutntious 1oads and clean dnnking water, taking
~*2 2ensiceralon the dangers ard risks of environmental poliution;

> To ansure apprcpnate pre-~atal and post-natal heahh care tor mothers;

* T3 ensure that ail sagmarts of society. in particular parents and children, are
~*3°™ed. Nave access 1o education and are supported inthe use of basic knowledge
=€ meatn and nUintion, the acvantages of breast-feeding, hygiene and environ-
~a&nai samtauon and the preventon of accidents;

Y Tocevewp preventive heasn care, guidance for parents and family planming
#CuCaton and services

3 Stazes Paries srail take ail ettective and appropriate measures with a view :0

3dc1sting ‘raciional practices drejudicial 10 the heatth of chikdren.

< States arues underake 10 promote and enCourage internatonal co-operanon
~ 17 A vigw 0 achieving progressively the full realization of the nght recognized inthe
Sresent aricla. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of
Seveloping countnes.

Article 25

States Paries recognize the night of a child who has been placed by the competent
a.tnonties for the purposes of care, protection or treatment of his or her physical or
—artalreatn, t0 a penodic review of the treatment provided to the child and all otrer
Srcumstances relevant 1o his or her placement.

Article 26

Staies Parues shall recogrize for every child the right to benefit from social
secunty, InciLcing social insurance, and shall 1ake the necessary measures 0
3z~ave tre Uil reahzation of thus right in accordance with their national taw.

z Tre De-g'ls shouid, where appropriate, be granted, taking 1nto account tre
‘#§S.°2es a~C he Sircumstances of the child and persons having responsitriity ‘cr
me ~a.rterance of the chid, as well as any other consiCeration reievart to an
300 23007 'Cr Derents mace Sy or on behall of the chila.

Article 27

States Parues recogmize she nghtof every child to a standard of iving adequate
*3r e crid's Ohysical, menta!, sSintual, moral and social development.

2 The zarenits) or athers responsible lor the child have the pnmary respons.d:
te 10 secu’e. withun their abwities and linancial capacities, the corciions of avirg
~#C9853ry ‘Cr the chiid’s develicoment.

3 Staes 2arues, in accorcance with national conditions and within their mears,
5~ailtaa 300ropnate measures o assist parents and others respons.bie forthe c™iC
13 moieTent s nght and shail in case of need provide matenal assistance anc
$.SpOM pregrammas, paricuiar'y with regard to nutnition, clothing acd housing

s Siates Pames shall take a!l appropnate measures 10 secure the recovery St
maintanarce ‘or the child from the parents or other parsons having financ:a
respons.Diaty for the chiid, both within the State Party and from abroad. in panicuiar,
whare the person having financial responsibility for the child ives in 3 State aifferert
from that of the chuid, States Panies shall promote the accession 1o internatioral
agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as well as the making of otrer
appropnate arrangements,

8
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Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Heaith and heelth services
(continued)

sinve !0 see that no chid 1s depnved of
access to elfective heath senices

Periodic review of placement

A child who is placed by the State lor
reasons of care, protection or trealment
is entitled to have that placement evalu-
ated regularly.

Soclal security

The child has the right to benefit from
social secunty inciuding social insur-
ance.

Standard of living

Every child has the nght :3 & standard of
aving adequate lor his >r her physica:,
men!al, spintual, moral ard social Je-
velopment. Parents have the pnmary
responsibiity 10 ensura hat the chig
nas an adequate starcard ol living. The
State’s duty is 10 ens.re hal this re-
soCnsibelity can be fuifi.lec. andis. State
r@spons:biiity can inc'uc'e matenal as-
$:stance 0 parents anc :reéir children.
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Article 28

1 States Parties recogrize the ~grt of the child to education, and with a view 10
acrieving this nght progressively ana on the basis of equal oppontunity, they shail,
1n darucular:

;3. Make pnmary educaticn compulsary and available free to all:

.0 E~courage ine devecomant 3l 2Merent forms ol secsndary educalon, inciud-
=G 39rerai and vocational ecucatcn, make them availabie and accessidie 10 every
<=, 8. and t1ake appropnate measures such as the introduct:on of ‘ree education and
c¥e=ng financial assistance in case of need:

.S Make hgher education access.bie 10 all on the basis of capacily by every
accrepnate means;

:0i Make educational and vocational information and guitance availadle ang
accessible to all chidren;

@) Take measures to encourage reguiar atendance at schools and the reduction
¢t arop-out rates.

2 States Parties shall t1ake all appropriate measures 10 ensure that school
ciscipling is admunistered in a manner consistent with the chiid’s human dignity and
in conformity with the present Convention.

3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international co-operation in
mazersrelating to education, in particular with a view 10 contributing to the elimination
of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world and tacilitating access 1o scientific
and technical knowledge and modern teaching mathods. In this regard, parnicular
account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Article 29

¢ States Paries agree that the education of the child shail be directed to:

,2;  The develcpment of the chiki's personality, taients and mental and physical
axiities to their fullast potential;

o Thedeveiopment of respect ‘or human fights and funcamantal freedoms, and
‘31 ime principias ersrhnned in the Chaner of the United Nalces:

2 The ceveiccmant of rascect ‘cr the child's parents, ris of her own Sultural
ze~ily, language anc Jaiues, ‘or ine natonal vaiues of the couniry 1 which ing Shuid
$ wirg, the country from anicn na Sf Shé May Onginate, anc !cr Civinzauons citerent
‘ez his or her own;

' The pregarai.on of the Ch:iC ‘or responsible kie in a free soc:ety, in the spint of
.~cerstanding, peace. 'clerance. eguality ol sexes, and !nencshp amorg all
secples, ethric, raicnal anc re'igious Groups and persons of Incigerous onrgmn:

° The deveiopment of respec: ‘or the natural environment.

2 No pan ol iha present aric'e or article 28 shall be construec so as 10 intetere
»::0 the hbeny of ‘nCividuais and Dccies 10 eslablish ang cirect ecucansonal (nstity-
1SS, subject always 10 the oosersance of the princ:ples st 'onh in paragraph 1 of
1~@ present anicie and 0 the requirements that the ecucalon Given in such
asniutions shail con!arm 0 such minimum standards as may be 'aid down Dy the
S:ate.

Article 30

‘n those States in which ethnic, religious or knguisic munoriues or persons of
indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority of who 1sindigenous shall
not be denied the right, in community with other members of his of her group, to enjoy
Ns or her own culture, 10 profess and practise his or her own rekigion, or 10 use his
or her own language.
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Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Education

The chuid has a ngnt 10 educanon, and
the State’s duty is to ensure that pnmary
educaton is free and compulsory, to
encourage different forms of secondary
education access.Die ‘0 every chid and
to make hgher ecucanon availatie 'o ail
on the basis of capacity. Schocl disci-
piine shall be consis:ent with the child's
nghts and digrety. The State s5all en-
9age in intemascnal co-operaion ‘o
implement this ngrt.

Aims of education

Education shall am at developing the
child’s personaity, talents and mental
and physical atxiities to the fullest ex-
tent. Education shall prepare the chid
for an active adult fe in a free sociely
and foster respect lor the c~'3's par-
ents, his or her own cutural derity,
angrage and vaLes. ana ‘or e Zulk-
ural Dackground and vaiues 2! diher’s

Children of minorities or
indigenous populations

Chuldren of minonty commumities and
indigenous populations have the right 1o
enjoy their own culture and !o practise
their own rekigron and language.

i
i
t
:
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Ariicle 31

! States Paries recognize tre nght of the child 10 rest and leisure, 1o engage in
Siay and recreanonal acuvites appropriate to the age of the child and to participate
‘*a9% 1N cultural 4te and the ans.

< States Parues shail res0ect anc promote the nght ot the chikd 10 participate tuity
= Sutural and arusic lita and sha.l encourage the provision of agpropnate and equal
S2o9rundias for cultural, aristic, recreational and leisure activity.

Article 32
. States Pares recognize the nght of the child 10 be protected from economic
e1d:0itation and from performung any work thatis fikely 10 be hazardous orto interfere
«.11 the child's education, or 1o be harmiul to the chiid’s health or physical, mental,
sxritudl, moral or social development.

2 States Parties shall take legisiative, administrative, social and educational
Taasures 0 ensure the implementation ofthe present articie. To this end, and having
ragard 10 the relevant p 1s of other ir jonal instn s, States Parties
shall in particular:

(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admissions to employmant;
(2} Provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of employment;
! Prownide for appropnate penalies or other sanctions 1o ensure the effective
e~torcement of the present artic'e.

Articte 33

S:ates Parties shall 1ake all apprepnate measures, including legislalive, administra.
*ve, social and educational measures, to protect children from the ilkicit use of
~arcotc drugs and psychotropic substances as delined in the relevant international

*9ates, and 0 prevent the use of ctuldren in the ilicit production and tratticking of !

s.IN subslances.

Article 34
$°3tes Paries underaia 1o 20t (echild hom-ai terme cl sexal exploitation and

s21531 abuse. For these purposes. Siates Parties shall in paricular take all agpro- :
TR

=-ate natonal, bilateral and murilateral measures 10 prevent:
1 Theinducemaent or coercicn of a child to engage in any unlawtul sexual activity;

s The exdiodative use of chicren in prosuiution or other unlawlul sezual
sracices:

2 The exploitative use of Cric en in pornographic perormances and mater:ais.

Article 3§

S:ates Parmes shailtake all apprcpnate national, bilateral and multilateral measures
13 prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in chiidren for any purpose or in any
ferm.

Article 36

States Parties shafl protect the child against all other forms of exploitation prejudicial
10 any aspects of the child's wellare.

10
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main provisions

Lelsure, recreation and cultural
activitles

The child has the nght 1o ‘e-sure, play
and participation in cullurai a~d amsuc
activities.

Chlid tabour

The chid has the right to e protected
fromwork thatthreatens tus ¢ ~erheanh,
education or developmert The State
shall set minimum ages for e mployment
and regulate working concitons.

Orug abuse

Children have the nght :c protection
Imm!housoolnafcoficand:sychowp'c
drugs, and from being irvc ved in their
production or distnbutior:

Sexual exploitation

The State shall protec: zmidren Irom
sexval exploitation and asese, :nchuding
Prosiuiution and involverren? in poino;-
raphy.

Sale, trafticking and atduction

Itis the State’s obiigancr :0 make every
effor1 10 prevent the sale. ra'icking and
abduction of children.

Other forms of exploitation

The child has the night to protection from
all lorms of exploitation prepudicial lo
any aspects of the chikd's welfare not
covered in articles 32, 33, 34 and 35.

?
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Article 37
States Parues shall ensure that.

(@) No chic shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, infuman or degracing
‘reatment or Lmsnment. Neither capetal purishment nor e imprisanment without
2ossibiity 3! - 2ase shail be imposed ‘or oHences committed Dy dersons beiow 18
years of age

&) No cric shall be depnved of tus or her hbanty unlawluily or arditraniy. The
arrest, deteri2n or impnsonmaent of a child shall be in contormity with the law and
shallbe usec Snly as a measure of !ast resort and for the shortast appropnate perod
cl ume;

{€) Everycriddeprivedof liberty shallbe treatedwith human:ly and respaect ‘orthe
inherent cig~ity of the human person, and in a manner which takes into account the
needs of persans of his or her age. In particular every child deprived of hberty shail
be separatac rom adults unless itis considerad 1n the chiid's best interest not 1o do
$0 and shail have the right 10 maintain contact with hus or her tarmily through corre-
spondence and wisits, save in exceptional circumstances;

(d) Every chuid deprived of his or her iberty shail have the nght to prompt access
10 legal and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to challenge the legaiity
of the depnivation of his or her liberty betore a coun or other compatent, independent
and impartial authority, and to a prompt decision on any such action,

Article 38

1.  Staies Parnies undenake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of
internatioral humanitarian law applicable to them in armed contlicts which are
relevant to the child.

2.  States Parues shalltake ail feasible measuresto ensure that persons who have
not anained the age of 15 years do not take a direct part in hostlities.

3. 1aies Parues shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not attained the
age of 15 yearsinto their armed forces. In recruiting among thase persons who have
anainec '~2 age of 15 years but who have not attained the age ct 18 years, States
Parues s~at erdeavour 10 give pnority 10 those who are oicest.

4. In accerdance with their obligatons under internatonal humanitanan law 0
protect =9 ivifian populationin armed conflicts, States Parias shailtake all‘eastie
measures ‘¢ ensure protection and care of children who are a'tecied by an armed
conthet.

Article 39

States Par:as shall 1ake all appropriate measures to promote physical and psycho-
logical reccvery and social reintegration of a child vicum ol: any form of neg'ect.
exploi ~. or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or cegracing
treatmen 3r punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and reintegraton shall
take place .n an gnvironmant which fosters the health, self-respect and digmity of the
child.

Article 30

1. States Panies recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or
recognized as having infringed the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent with
the promotion of the child's sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the child's
respect for the human rights and fundamental treedoms of others and which takes
into account the child's age and the desirability of promoting the child's reintegration
and the child’s assuming a constructive role in society.
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Torture and deprivation of liberty

No chiid s~a! Do subjectad 10 101,
crueltrea: et 3r purmshment, unlawtei
arrest or ceorvanon of hberty Both
capital puras~ment and hfe impnson-
ment wiNoLt the possibrity of release
are pror:i»ied ‘or oflences comminec
by persors deicw 18 years. Any chic
depnved > terty shail be separatec
from acus _r.ess tis considered in ire
Child’s Dost:~ierests nol 10 20 50 Achicd
who is cetared shall have legal and
other ass.s:ance as well as contact win
the lamv'y

Armed conflicts

States Pazes shall 1ake all feasidle
measures o ensure that children under
15 years of age have no direct part in
hosuiities. No child below 15 shall be
recruited into the armed lorces. States
shall alsc ensure the protection and
care of chidren who are affected by
armed cor’Sct as descnbed in relevart
interrasc~a! ‘aw

Rehabilitative care

The S:a:e nas an obliganon to ersure
that cvid weams of armed conlic:s.
1orture. ~@5'eCt. Maltrealmentor ez
tanon -ece-ve appropnate treximent ‘c:
the:r reccvery and soc:al reintegras.cr

Administration of juvenile justice

A chiic .n zonlbict with the law has the
nght to rea:ment which promotes the
child’s sense of dignity and worth, takes
the chil's age into account and aims at
his or her reintegration into society. The
child is enttled to basic guarantees as
well as legal or other assistance lor his

1
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2 To trus end. and having regard to the relevant provisions of internatoral
nstruments, States Pariies shall, in particular, ensure that:

(3) Nocvid shallbe allegaed as, be accused of. of recognzed as having ininnged
the penal law Dy reason of acts or oMussions that ware not proMbited by national or
1nternational law at the ime they were Committad;

(d) Everychuld alleged as or accused of having infnnged the penallaw has at ‘eas?
the foliowing guarantees:

() To be presumed innocant until proven guilty according to law;

(n}  To be informed promplly and directly of the charges against him or her,
and. if appropnate, through his or har parents or legal guardians, and 0
have legal or other appropriale assistance in the preparaton and presen-
tation of tws or her defence;

(i)  To have the marter determined without delay by a compatent, independ-
ont and imparual authority or judicial body in a fair heaning according to
law, in the presence of legal or other appropnate assistance and, unless
itis considered not 1o be in the bestintere st of the child, in panticular, taking
into account his of her age or situation, his or her parents or legal
guardians;

(iv) Not 10 be compelled 1o give testimony or to confess guilt; to examine or
have examined adverse witnesses and to obtain the participation and ex-
amination of witnesses on his or her behall under conditions of equality;

{v) ltconsideredtohaveiniringedthe penallaw, 10 have this decision and any
measures imposed in consequence thereof reviewed by a higher compe-
tent, independent and impanial authonty or judicial body according to taw:

(vi) Tohavethe free assistance of aninterp ifthe child cannot understand
or speak the language used;

(v} To have hus or her pnvacy tully respected at all stages ot the proceecings.

3. States Parues shall seek to promote the establishment of laws, procecures,
authonues and insututions specitically applicable to children alleged as, accusecct,
or recognized as having ininnged the penal law, and. in particular:

(a) he establishment of a minmum age below which chiicren shall be presumes
not to have the capacity 10 infringe the penal law;

(b) wnenaever appropnate and desirable, measures for dealing with such chilcren
without resoming 1o jucicial proceedings, provicing that human rights and legal
saleguarcs are tuily respected.

4. A vanety of dispositions, such as care, guidance and supervision orcers;
counselling; probation; toster care; educalion and vocational training programmes
and other alternalives 0 institutional care shall be available 10 ensure that chicren
are dealt with in a manner appropnale 1o their well-beINg and proportionate deih 0
their circumstances and the offence.

Article 41
Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions which are more

conducive 10 the realization of the rights of the child and which may be contained in:

(a) Thelaw of a State Panty; or
(b) Imernational law in force for that State.

12
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Administration of juvenile justice
{continued)

or her celence. Juchc:al D70CeRNGs
and rsentional place~e=~:s sha't e
AVECVS ANOIRVer DCS5S @

Respect for higher standards

Wherever standards set in applicable
national and intemational law relevam
10 the nights of the chid that are higher
thanthose inthis Convention, the highes
standard shall aways apply.
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PART Il

Article 42

5°2:95 Pames underaxe IS maxe ne onnciples and provisions ot tre Convention
A Z€y RNOWN, Dy ASPrCCeald 37C Al -2 mears, o adults and cnicren aike

Article 43

Forine ourpose of @xariring the progress made by States Paries :nachieving
1=@ *@ahzanon of the obigatcns uncertaien in the present Convent.on, there shail
<@ established a Commitiee on tne R.ghts of the Chuid, whwch shai carry out the
~.~cuons hereinafter providec

< The Communiee shail consis of ten experts of igh moral stanaing and recog-
~:200 compaetence in the fieid coverad by this Convention. The members of the

Cemmittee shail be elected by States Parties from among their nat:onals and shall

seve:ntheir parsonai capacily, ConsiGeralon being given 10 equitabie geographical
=sinbution, as well as 1o the pnncipal 'egal systems.

3. The members of the Co shall be elected by secret ballot from a fist of
Dersons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one person
frcm among its own nationals.

4. Theinitial election to the Committee shallbe held no later than six months after
=@ cate of the entry into force of the present Convention and thereafter every second
rear. Atleast four months before the date of each election, the Sacretary-General of
e United Nations shall address a lefter 10 States Panties inviling them to submit their
~ominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall subsequently prepare
a ist in alphabetical orcer of all parsons thus nominated, indicating States Parties
which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties 10 the present
Cenvention.

H The eleciions shall be heid at meetings of States Parmies convened by the
Sacretary-General atUniied Nations Headguarters. Al hose meeungs. 'or which two
-~irgds of S:ates Parues shall consttute a quorum, the persors elected to the
Cammitee srall be those who obtain the largest number of voles and an absoiute
—apnty of the votes of the representatives of States Parties presert and voting.

3. The membars of the Committee shall be elected for atermof lour years. They
s~allbe aligible for re-election f renominated. The termol tive of the members elected
3! (ne first election shall expire at the end of two years; immaeciately after the tirst
@ action, the names of these tive members shall be chosen by !0t By the Chairman
2t the meeting.

W a member of the Commiriee dies or resigns or declares tnat for any other
sause he or she can no longer perfcrm the duties of the Committee, tha State Panty
~=i1ch nominated the member shall appoint another expert from amcag its nationals
3 serve lor the remainder of the term, subject to the approval of :re Commities.

3.  The Committee shall estabiish its own rules of procedure.
9. The Committee shall elect its officers for a period of two years.

+3. The meatings of the Committee shall normally be held at United Nations
= eadquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Commirtee. The
Committee shall normally meet annually. The duration of the meetings of the
Committee shall be determined, and reviewed, i necessary, by a meeting of the
States Parties o the present Convention, subject to the approval of the General
Assembly.
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Unotficial summary ot
main provisions

Implementation and entry into
force

The provisions of articles 42 - 54 notatly
foresee.

i the State's obigasion i3 make the
AGPIS ontaned.n s Conversonwidely
kncwn 10 both acdults and cividren.

() the semng up of @a Commuttee on
:re Rights of the chiid composed of ten
experts, which wili consider reports that
States Parties to the Converon are to
Submit two years alter ranficanon and
overy five years thereafter. The Con-
vention enters into lorce—and the
Commuttee would therefore be set up—
once 20 countnes have ratified it.

() States Parues are to make their
reports widely available to the general
publc.

(v) The Commirtee may propose that
special studies be undertaken on spe-
afic issues relating to the nights of the
child, and may make its evalations
known to each State Party concerned as
well as to the UN General Assembly.

{(v) In order 10 Yoster the eflective
implementation of the Convention and
to encourage international cooperation”,
the specialized agencies of the UN (such
as the ILO. WHO, and UNESCO) and
UNICEF woukd be able 'o arend the
meetings of the Commiee. Together
with any other body reccgruced as
‘competent”, inchkxding NGOs in consul-
lanive status with the UN and UN organs
such as the UNHCR, they can submit
perunent informanon to the Communee
and be asked [0 advise on he optimal
implementation of the Ccnventon.
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Text

11 The Secretary-Genaeralotthe United Natons shail provide tha necessary staft
and taciines for the etective perormance of the lunctions of the Commultee under
he present Conventien.

12 With the approval of the General Assembly. the members of the Commines
asiabhished uncer the present Convention shail receive emoluments from the United  ~
Nanons resources on such terms and conditions as the Assembiy may decide.

Article 44

1 States Parties undentake to submit to the Commintee, through the Secretary-
General of the Urited Nauons, repons on the measures they have adopted which
gve effect 1o the nghts recognized herein and on the progress made on the
enjoyment of those ngnts:

(@)  Withun two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Pany
concerned,

d) Thereaher every five years.

2. Repors made under the present article shallindicate factors and difficuhties, if
any, affecting the degree of fulfiiment of the obkgations under the present Conven-
tion. Reports shall also contain sufficient information 1o provide the Commitiee with
a comprehensive understanding of the implemaentation of the Convention in the
country concerned.

3. A State Panty which has submitted 2 comprehensive initial repont 10 the
Comminee need not in its subsequent reports submilted in accordance with
paragraph 1(b) of the present article repeat basic information previously provided.
4. The Committee may request from States Parties funher information relevant
10 the implementation of the Convention,

S.  The Comminee shall submit 1o the Generai Assembly, through the Economic
and Social Council, every two years, repons on its activities.

8.  States Parties shail make their reports widely avaitable to the public in theirown
countries.

Article 45

In order 10 loster the effective implementation of the Convention and to encoutage
international co-operanon in the field covered by the Convention: .

(a) The specialized agencies, the United Natons Children’s Fund and other United :
Nations organs shall be entitled to be represented al the consideraton of the
implemaentation of such provisions of the present Convention as fali within the scope *
of their mandate. The Commintee may invite the specialized agencies, the United
Nations Children's Fund and other compaetent bodies as it may consider approprate
10 provide expert advice on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling
within the scope of their respective mandates. The Comminee may invite the
speciakized agencies, the United Nations Children’s Fund and other United Nations
organs to submit repons on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling
within the scope of their activities;

(b) The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropnate, to the special-
ized agencies, the United Nations Children’s Fund and other competent bodies, any
repons from States Parties that contain a request, or indicate a need, for technical
advice or assistance, along with the Committee’s observations and suggestions, if
any, on these requests or indications;

(c) The Committee may recommend 10 the General Assembly 10 request the
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Sacratary-Generalto uncenake onis behalt studies on specihic issues relating to the
nghts of the chiid;

{¢) The Comminee may make suggestions and general recommendations based °

on information received pursuant ‘o aricles 44 and 45 of the present Convention.
Such suggesions and gereral recommendations shall be transmitted to any State
Party concerned and reponed to the General Assembly, together with comments, if
any, from States Pames.

PART 1l

Article 46
The present Convention shall be open for signature by ail States.

Article 47

The present Convention is subject to ratification. instruments of ratification shail be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 48

The present Convention shall remain open for accession by any State. The
instruments of ion shallbe deposited with the Secretary-Generalofthe United
Nations.

Article 49

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratitying or acceding to the Convention aher the deposit of the
twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shail enter into force
on the thirtieth day after the deposit by such State of its instrument of raufication or
accession.

Article 50

1. Any State Party may propose an amendmaent and file it with the Secretary-
Generalof the United Nations. The Secretary-General shallthereuponcommunicate
the proposed amencment to States Parties, with arequest that they incicate whether
they tavour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considenng and voling
upon the proposals. In the event that, within four months trom the date ot such
communication, at least one third of the States Parties favour such a conlerence, the

Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United
Nations. Any amendmaent adopted by a majority of States Panies present and votng |

at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

2. Anamendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present anicle
shall enter into force when it has been approved by the General Assembly of the
United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majonity of States Parties.

3.  When an amendment enters into force, it shail be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted it, other States Parties siill being bound by the
provisions of the present Convention and any earfier amendments which they have
accepted.
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Text

Article 51

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shalt receve and circutate 10 al
States the text of reservations made by States at the time of raulication or accession.

2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present Conven-
bon shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any tme by notilicaton to that effect
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then inform all -
States. Such noufication shall take effect on the date on which it is received by the *
Secretary-General. !

Article 52

A State Party may denounce the present Convention by wnitten notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation becomes effective one year
after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General.

Article 53

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated as the depositary of the
present Convention,

Article 54

The original of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shail be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

n witness thereo! the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized thereto
by their respective Governments, have signed the present Convention.
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Appendix 3 - Historical, Political and Social
Background to Ethiopia

Politics

On September 12, 1974, in the midst of a devastating
famine, the Ethiopian leader Emperor Haile Selassie was
dethroned by a military junta after nearly 50 years in power. He
was imprisoned and died a year later, reputedly smothered by a
pillow held over his face by Lt. Col. Haile Mariam Mengistu. This
man soon emerged as overall leader of a Marxist-Leninist
regime, where he was to remain for seventeen years. Mengistu
tolerated no opposition to his rule and gained a reputation for
ruthless suppression of dissent. Opponents were imprisoned or
murdered by the tens of thousands during what became known as
the "Red Terror." Death squads roamed the streets rooting out
suspects from their homes and executing them on the spot.
Relatives seeking to claim back the bodies were required to pay
for the price of the bullet.

Nobody knows how many perished during the Red Terror.
Between 1977 and 1978 an estimated 2,500 people were killed
in Addis Ababa alone. In addition to his ruthless oppression,
Mengistu was perennially trying to put down rebellions in
various parts of the country, notably in the Northern provinces of
Tigre and Eritrea. By 1978, ten out of Ethiopia's fourteen
provinces were in state of armed insurrection against the Derg
(Mayall, 1978). This constant fighting (along with the Ethio-
Somalia war of 1978) allowed Mengistu, with Soviet aid, to build
up a huge standing army (the largest on the continent after the
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Republic of South Africa). This army, and the destruction of
constant war, devastated the economy. Huge resources were
channelled into the military. It is estimated that during his last
two years in power, Mengistu was channelling up to 60% of GNP
into the war. Throughout the 1984-1985 famine, the civil war
continued, consuming scarce resources and complicating relief
efforts.

However, by the late 1980s Mengistu's ongoing civil war
with the rebels, notably the Tigrean Peoples' Liberation Front
(TPLF) and the Eritrean Peoples' Liberation Front (EPLF) was
going badly. After an attempted coup by high ranking army
officers in 1989, Mengistu's hold on power became more tenuous.
Large numbers of the officer corps were imprisoned. As a
consequence, the military's effectiveness was greatly weakened
and the army suffered a series of crushing defeats on the
battlefield that ended in its total expulsion from Tigre and most
of Eritrea. The rebels continued to make considerable advances,
and by May 28, 1991, the rebels entered the capital, Addis Ababa.
They met minimal resistance, Mengistu having fled on May 21 to
Zimbabwe where he was given refuge by President Robert
Mugabe. He resides there now on a luxury cattle-ranch.

On May 28, 1991, the Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary

Democratic Front (EPRDF) entered Addis Ababa. The core of this
new group was, in fact, the TPLF. The EPRDF proceeded to take
control and establish a Transitional Government with Meles
Zenawi as president. The EPRDF invited other rebel groups, such
as the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), to join this new government.
The Oromos had also opposed Mengistu throughout his time in
power but played a far smaller role in his overthrow. The EPRDF
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ensured that it held the reins of power. In the 87 seat Council of
Representatives of the Transitional Government, the EPRDF
allocated 32 seats to itself and only token seats to other groups.
For example, the Oromos, who make up 40% of Ethiopia's
population, were given twelve seats. Some of the new parties
given seats are recognised to be branches of the EPRDF - not
really representing the people they claim to. Thus, most Oromo
people support the independent Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) and
not the Oromo Peoples' Democratic Organisation (OPDO) created
by the EPRDF in an effort to appease the Oromos. Thus, in spite
of first appearances, an EPRDF government cannot be said to
represent different ethnic groups. It is, in fact, dominated by
TPLF interests. Figure A.1 below illustrates how three of the
new parties, claiming to represent diverse ethnic groups, are in
reality linked to the EPRDF:

E.P.R.D.F.
Ethiopian Peoples' Oromo peoples' Ethiopian Democratic
Democratic Front Democratic  Officers' Revolutionary
Organization Movement

Figure A.1: The new political parties and their relationship to

the EPRDF government.

Before Mengistu, the EPLF had fought Haile Selassie and,
unlike the TPLF who wanted only a democratic government in -
Addis Ababa, their aim had always been for Eritrea to secede
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from Ethiopia. Thus, with the new Transitional Government's
support, Eritrea formalised its independence in a referendum
where the vast majority of Eritreans voted for independence.

The Transitional Government's plan was for a National
Assembly representing Ethiopia's many ethnic groups, full and
fair elections by 1994 and thereafter some kind of federal state.
Regional and district elections were held on June 21, 1992. The
elections were boycotted by the two largest opposition parties -
the OLF and the All Amhara Peoples' Organisation (AAPO), who
claimed that their candidates and election workers had been
intimidated, harassed, even killed, by EPRDF troops. The OLF
withdrew its troops from barracks on June 19 "in readiness to
defend itself." They had been confined in camps under agreement
with the EPRDF. They claimed to have been surrounded by EPRDF
troops, so decamped. In further protest, on June 24, 1992, the
OLF decided to withdraw its twelve members from the 86 seat
Council of Representatives of the Transitional Government and
issued a declaration of non-cooperation with the latter's
decisions. The AAPO also withdrew. Skirmishes between the
EPRDF and the OLF, which had killed hundreds of people between
November 1991 and April 1992, escalated sharply. The
Transitional Government ordered the closure of OLF offices and
warned that if the OLF did not promote its objectives peacefully,
this would "compel the defence forces of the Transitional
Government to take all appropriate action to contain organised
violence and lawlessness." For their part, the OLF stated that
"renewed civil war is inevitable unless the situation improves."
The withdrawal of the OLF and the AAPO from the June 21
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elections left only EPRDF candidates, or candidates of their
puppet parties, in most constituencies. Thus, the pluralistic
character of the elections was lost. About 200 international
observers monitored the polls. They criticised the Transitional
Government for electoral abuses. Their report cited the
intimidation and arrest of opposition supporters and a lack of
choice on the ballot. In very few places were there competitive,
multi-party elections. At this point, fears were high for a
renewal of civil war in Ethiopia. Militarily, the OLF's estimated
15,000 troops are no match for the 120,000 troops of the EPRDF
who have "inherited" the might of Mengistu's army. But large-
scale military confrontations are unlikely to be the form any
future fighting will take. Instead, the OLF would rely on guerilla
tactics. The EPRDF will continue to resist full independence for
Oromo Land as much of Ethiopia's hard currency is earned from
the sale of coffee grown in this area. A conflict of this nature
could drag on for a long time indeed. This is exactly what
Ethiopia does not need now. After seventeen years of rule by
Mengistu, the country needs stability in order to rebuild its
economy and attract foreign investors. In spite of the mixed
results of the June, 1992 elections, they were viewed by many
observers as a step forward. Said a Western diplomat,
"Compared to what they had during the Mengistu era, this was an
advance. They did have political activity and people did vote.
It's an important step along a continuum toward the next
election." There is no doubt things have improved since
Mengistu's departure. Free-speech is tolerated, peaceful
assembly is allowed, the curfew has been lifted and there is an
unprecedented degree of openness in Ethiopia now.
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Parliamentary elections were promised for 1994. To be
free and fair elections, these should involve all the political
parties. As we have seen however, the main opposition parties
removed themselves from the political process. As expected, the
Tigrayan Meles Zenawi was returned as President in the national
elections of 1994. For any kind of progress to be made, the
opposition parties will have to return to the political process.
Otherwise the country is in danger of lapsing into another civil
war.

Presuming armed conflict stopped and the OLF and the
EPRDF were able to reconcile their differences peacefully, what
then? For hundreds of years Ethiopia has been composed of many
peoples forcibly held together by autocratic Emperors. The fall
of Mengistu brought an opportunity for these various
nationalities to raise their voices and declare their
individuality. Eritrea, the Northern most province of Ethiopia,
has now established itself as an independent country.

What is happening in Ethiopia today can be seen as a
microcosm of what is happening in the former USSR. For many
years, a centralised, authoritarian state ruled over formerly
independent peoples. Quite suddenly, this repressive lid was
lifted off. The challenge, therefore, is to resolve formerly
repressed nationalist interests in as least a destructive manner
as possible. The model being adopted is that of "ethnic
federalism." The EPRDF redrew the Ethiopian map along ethnic
lines, creating twelve autonomous regions. The regions have
been granted wide powers to tax and make laws, similar to those
held under a federal system. It is hoped such an approach will
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reduce ethnic rivalries and broaden the democratic base in
Ethiopia. Critics contend the plan will magnify regional
differences and could lead to Ethiopia's eventual disintegration
along ethnic lines.

As the recent events in Angola have shown, the transition to
democracy is never going to be a smooth process in Africa. As in
much of Africa, implementing democracy is complicated by
tribal conflict and poverty. However, the Ethiopians are better
off than their neighbours, the Somalis. Each nation overthrew a
dictator in 1991 - Mohammed Siad Barre in January and Mengistu
in May. Somalia retained no central government; it fragmented
into small clan based fiefs and wide spread ethnic fighting was
the result. This devastated agriculture and the economy and thus
the resulting tragedy. Such a series of events, so far, has been
avoided in Ethiopia. It remains to be seen how the new
government will fare. The main task of this government,
consisting of a minority tribe in Ethiopia, will be to prevent
renewed fighting, reduce nationalist tensions and raise the
standard of living of the Ethiopian people.
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Geography

Ethiopia is found in the Horn of Africa, between
approximately 5° and 15° North latitude. It is bordered by Sudan,
Kenya, Djibouti and Somalia. The central region of the country is
dominated by the Ethiopian Highland Massif, much of which is
2,000 metres above sea-level. In the Southern part of the
country, this massif is split by the Rift valley which continues
northwards through the Red Sea and the Jordan valley and
southwards through East Africa and into Mozambique. The great
altitudes of the highlands are very important climatically to
Ethiopia (and other countries in the region). During the "large
rains" of June to September and the small rains in February, they
collect enormous quantities of rain fall. Much of the North West
of the country is drained by Lake Tana and the Blue Nile, which
provides an estimated six-sevenths of the total volume of water
in the combined streams of the Blue and White Niles. By
comparison, the White Nile - which loses more than half of its
volume in the swamp lands of southern Sudan - contributes
almost nothing (Hancock, 1992).

It often comes as a surprise to the traveller in this near-
equatorial country that the highlands are usually a
well-watered, fertile and lush area. As a British visitor in 1935
commented, "The resemblance to familiar European landscape
continually strikes the traveller through the highlands. The
rolling green grass plains of Shoa or Gojjam might easily be
mistaken for the Sussex Downs; and lakes and rugged mountains
provide just such scenery as might be encountered in Scotland"”
(Cheesman, 1985). Sir Richard Burton, the most famous of all
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Victorian African explorers, was similarly impressed by the
fertility of highland Ethiopia:

"On the 27th of December we exchanged the rocks, thorn-
trees, and dried grass of the desert for alpine scenery
rendered by contrast truly delicious. We stood upon the
portals of the highlands of Abyssinia, the huge primary
chain which runs north and south along the length of Eastern
Africa .... The roads were thronged with peasants and market
people, and in the hedges the daisy, the thistle, and the
sweet-brier were so many mementoes of an English home"
(1935, pp. 73-4).

Sedentary farming is the lifestyle of the Christian
highlands. However, the land surrounding the Highlands is hot,
low-land desert, many points being more than 100 metres below
sea-level where noon-time temperatures can soar above 50° C.
In these regions the Muslim nomadic pastoralists of Ethiopia
live.

Altitude and climate, then, are the key determinants of
lifestyle in Ethiopia. As the central Massif is cut by the Rift
Valley and great rivers, this can lead to spectacular divergence.
When driving North West from Addis Ababa through the highlands,
one suddenly reaches the Blue Nile gorge where, in the space of
40 minutes driving, one descends 1,100 metres. The green
farmland of the plateau is replaced by arid scrubland where
farmers depend largely on goats and sheep - cattle being unable

to thrive in such an environment.
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History

Unlike much of Africa, where simple, illiterate societies
existed right up to colonial times, Ethiopia has an ancient and
rich cultural heritage. Legend has it that in the ninth century
B.C. the Ethiopian Queen of Sheba travelled to Jerusalem to meet
King Solomon. After spending a night with him, she returned to
Ethiopia where she gave birth to a son, Menilek. As an adult,
Menilek went to Jerusalem to meet his father. Upon leaving, he
took with him from the temple the holy Arc of the Covenant and
Solomon sent with him the first born sons of all the tribes of
Israel. These sons are said to be responsible for the existence of
black Jews, or Falashas, in Ethiopia today. On being officially
declared Jewish in 1973, they became eligible for Israel's Law
of Return and automatic Israeli citizenship and the vast majority
have moved to Israel. There was some doubt as to their Judaic
authenticity as they practised an ancient form of Judaism
involving blood sacrifice which has long been forbidden by
modern Judaism - since about 600 B.C., in fact, lending support
to the legend that Judaism came to Ethiopia around 900 B.C.
(Hancock, 1992). The country's historic ties with Judaism can
also be seen in several present day customs, including
circumcision and the following of food proscriptions akin to
those of the Jews, for example, the shunning of pork (Hancock et
al., 1983).

Unusually for Africa, Ethiopia has a long history of large
kingdoms. The earliest of these was the Axumite kingdom,
evidence of which exists as early as 100 B.C. Based on the
capital city of Axum and the Red Sea port of Adulis, the Axumite
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empire flourished around 400 A.D. A large part of its wealth and
power came from controlling the Red Sea trading route between
Egypt and Arabia and India. The ruins of the Axumite empire can
still be seen today - palaces, churches, large obelisks and dams.
It was the Axumite King Ezana who converted to Christianity,
making Ethiopia one of the oldest Christian countries. The
Ethiopian Orthodox Church is today the dominant religion of the
highlands and has an altar at the Holy Sepelchure in Jerusalem.
(Today it is enjoying a revival after seventeen years of Marxist
rule under Lt. Col. Mengistu). The Axumite empire declined
towards the end of the first millennium A.D. and Ethiopia's
contacts with the outside world lessened. In Europe, it was
thought of as the mysterious land of Prester John, inhabited by
dragons and other fabulous creatures.

The Axumite Kingdom was followed by the Zagwe dynasty
whose most important ruler was King Lalibela who ordered the
construction of spectacular rock-hewn churches which are still

in use today in the city which bears his name. In the opinion of
| the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (Unesco), they deserve to be ranked among the
wonders of the world. It is speculated that King Lalibela, during
a 25 year exile in Jerusalem, befriended the Templar knights,
who were renowned for their architectural ability, being
credited with introducing Gothic architecture to Europe. It is
further speculated that, on his return to claim his throne in
Ethiopia, King Lalibela was accompanied by the Templars and
that it was they who were responsible for building the Lalibela
churches hewn out of the living rock (Hancock, 1992).

In the late thirteenth century A.D., the Solomonic dynasty
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(claiming 'direct descent from the union of King Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba) again became dominant until a period of
confusion marked by the invasion of the Muslim Ahmed Ibn
Ibrahim El Ghazi, nicknamed Gragn, or the "left-handed", from
Harar in present day south east Ethiopia. Gragn was eventually
defeated with the aid of 450 Portuguese musketeers led by Don
Christopher de Gama, son of the famous explorer, Vasco de Gama.
The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries saw a divided and
weakened Ethiopia after the conquests of Gragn. The man
credited with unifying and shaping modern Ethiopia is Emperor
Menilek Il (1889-1913). He defeated an Italian invasion at the
battle of Adowa in 1896. This victory maintained his country's
independence while the remainder of Africa was being colonised.
Ethiopians still boast of this feat today. However, Ethiopia was
captured for a short time by the Italians (1936-1941) who were
then ousted by Allied Forces, largely British, during World War II.
Since then Emperor Haile Selassie, who claimed to be the 225th
monarch of the Solomonic dynasty, ruled until 1974 when he was
overthrown by coup d'etat as national anger grew at his attempts
to hide from the world a devastating famine. His children now
live in London and America, awaiting their chance to re-take the

throne.
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Economy

Ethiopia consistently ranks amongst the three poorest
countries in the world. When one sees the lush vegetation and
ideal growing conditions of the highlands, one cannot help but
wonder why this should be the case. The 1984-1985 famine,
which took more than one million lives, was nick-named the
"Green Famine" because, as bumper crops were being collected in
the south of the country, people were starving by the hundreds of
thousands in the north. Writing in 1985, at the height of the
famine, James Grant, executive director of Unicef, commented
that "One of the tragic ironies in parts of Ethiopia is that trucks
carry grain from rural areas to Addis Ababa, while other trucks
carry aid from Addis Ababa to relief camps in rural areas" Grant
(1985). Below is a brief account of why Ethiopia is so poor in
spite of her rich natural resources.

Water

Ethiopia has historically been subject to severe droughts of
which the well-known 1984-1985 and 1973-1974 famines are
only the most recent examples. Agriculture depends on the
annual monsoon rains which should fall for three months
between June and September. When the rains fail, disaster
follows. As the majority of farmers exist at a subsistence
level, there is very little left-over to carry people through a bad
year. One apparent solution would be to ensure a constant water
supply by means of irrigation from the numerous large rivers
that carry rain down from the highlands - the Blue Nile, the
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Awash, the Omo, the Tekeze. Each of these huge rivers collect
massive quantities of water; the Blue Nile alone contributes the
bulk of water in the Nile after Khartoum. The Israelis have
shown that extensive irrigation will literally convert desert into
arable land. This brings us to the second point.

Technology

Large-scale irrigation projects of the sort described above
are beyond the finances and technical capacity of Ethiopia. Many
parts of Ethiopia have largely been untouched by modernity. A
mere 30 minute drive from Addis Ababa, one can see people
living in wattle and daub huts with thatched roofs using farming
techniques which are thousands of years old. Massive
technological advances need to be made in Ethiopia before the

wealth of the land can be maximally exploited.
Land tenure

The land distribution systems in Ethiopia's recent past have
not been conducive to wealth creation. Under Haile Selassie, a
medieval feudal system was in operation. Much of Haile
Selassie's power came from the fact that he was believed to be
descended directly from King Solomon. He was seen almost as a
deity and he encouraged this view. He has been described as a
"benevolent autocrat”, a father figure almost. He had no desire
to modernise Ethiopia and thus lose his status. By keeping
people tied to the land, he perpetuated the medieval homage to
the king, which, as he well knew, is not a feature of an educated,
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liberated society. (Eventually, the first stirring of revolt
against him came from the university educated students he had
sent abroad for further education). Under his rule, large numbers
of the peasantry worked on huge estates for absentee landlords.

Mengistu's reign was to end all this by means of
revolutionary socialism. He initiated collectivisation
programmes known as "villagisation" and, following a North
Korean model, he centralised facilities such as health, education
and electricity and required people to live in the "villages" where
these services were provided. People were forced to leave their
houses and live in pre-fabricated, military style barracks.

While these barrack style villages did indeed centralise
services, they also served to allow the Party to account for
people, rather than having them spread all over the countryside.
As with collectives elsewhere, any surplus grown was to go to
the government. Thus there was no incentive to grow more than
enough to feed one's own dependents. This left land idle and only
~a fraction of the potential was being harvested - this in a
country where people were starving to death a couple of hundred
kilometres to the north. This policy affected an estimated 28
million of the 45 million population and tore the heart out of
Ethiopian rural life. It devastated the economy and disrupted the
way people had been living for centuries.

Another land distribution incentive of Mengistu's
government was the "resettlement programmes.” These occurred
in the Northern provinces and involved moving people from the
drought prone areas to virgin lands in the South and West. For
Mengistu, it was a means of eroding the support of the rebel
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armies. Millions were moved against their will. The large
population movements which began in 1991 involve many of
these people returning to their homelands.

War

Much of the country's wealth was spent on warfare,
particularly during the Ethio-Somalia war and towards the end of
the civil-war. Therefore, little money was available for social
and economic development. The war made refugees out of people
who ordinarily could have supported themselves if they had been
left in peace to work the land. Mengistu used hunger as a weapon
and deliberately destroyed crops, bombed markets, knocked
bridges and generally made it difficult for the Northern rebels to
distribute food. Also, during the 1984-1985 famine, he with-
held food aid destined for hungry Tigreans and Eritreans, or, as
he might have seen it, hungry rebels.

Most of the above points are peculiar to Ethiopia and help to
illustrate why Ethiopia is so stunningly poor. In addition,
Ethiopia suffers from problems which are more generally
associated with Third World countries. Parts of the country are
so over populated that no matter how high the crop yield, there
is never enough to go around. These high population levels are
associated with high infant mortality rates, the traditional
desire for a large family, lack of education and lack of
availability or acceptance of contraception. Wood being the
primary fuel, the forests of Ethiopia are rapidly shrinking. This
has the effect of loosening the soil and allowing it to be washed
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or blown away, thereby reducing the quantity and quality of
arable land. |

These are just some of the reasons for Ethiopia's poverty.
In spite of popular beliefs, the single most important factor
contributing to this state of affairs is not drought or climate -
it is man. People, to a large extent, cause the food shortages
which are exacerbated by drought, insects and so on. In the
words of Walker, "People and their governments cause famines,
not nature; not climate" (1985).
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Appendix 4 - A Comparison Between Street Children

and First World Runaways

Looking at the question of street children, Westerners
might be inclined to compare them to the adolescents who run
away from home or care in developed countries. These
adolescents typically leave home due to a sudden argument
because of abuse, school or discipline problems or a feeling of
being neglected (Flowers, 1986) and they rarely stay away for
more than one or two days (NCH, 1992). London today is
estimated to be home to in excess of ten thousand homeless
juveniles. The same is true of many other First World cities. "In
certain European cities, there are known cases of thousands of
gypsy children sold into virtual slavery, exploited by gangsters
as professional beggars" (Agnelli, 1986, p.36). The National
Coalition for the Homeless estimates that there are 600,000
homeless children in the United States (Hope & Young, 1986),
with an estimated one million runaways there a year (Orten &
| Soll, 1980). In 1988, an estimated 10,000 young people were
homeless in Toronto (McCarthy & Hagan, 1991).

However, the runaways of the First World are not
comparable to the street children of the Third World. Their
material backgrounds, their very short length of time spent away
from home, and the fact that they do not need to make a living
from the streets makes them an entirely different phenomenon
to 'street children. Table A.1 compares the main features of
Ethiopian street children with those of British runaways.
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Ethiopia*®
{(n=1,000)

Britain**
{n=7,038)

Age

47% younger than 12
Only 15% older than
15

Average initiation:
10.7

Majority 14-16
Only 7% younger than
11

Length of time
away

5% broken with
home
Majority sleep at
home

62% less than 24 hours
2% more than 14 days

Extent of travel

36% travelled to
town

2% leave home area
0.4% travelled to

London
Sex 76% male 55% male
24% female 45% female
Family High illiteracy rates Conflict at home

Low income, poor
housing

32.6 % widowed
12.1% divorced

Deprived conditions

Reasons for To work: 58% Family arguments
leaving Family disharmony: Abuse at home

11.3% Excitement
Exploitation 32% beaten Very rare. Few children

36% of female
adolescents are
prostitutes

28% of female
adolescents are
sexually assaulted

remain unsupervised for
long.

*Unicef (1993)

Table A.1: Comparison of Ethiopian street children and British

runaways.
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The differences are very marked. As we can see from Table
A.1, only 2% of runaways are away for more than fourteen days.
Most of these stay with friends or relatives. The only group of
runaways comparable to street children are the very small group
who survive on their own for any considerable length of time, for
example, juvenile prostitutes or inhabitants of "cardboard city."
This group of runaways are comparable to children of the street.
Unfortunately, very little research on this group is to be found.
In terms of exploitation, the 1992 NCH survey of runaways in
Britain reports that the very short length of time spent away
from home by runaways does not expose them to large levels of
abuse. "Most reported runaways do not wander around on their
own in city centres but go to stay with friends or relatives and
are only away for relatively short periods of time" NCH (1992, p.
27). The NCH survey did uncover instances of paedophilia,
prostitution, theft and violence but these were very rare
incidences indeed and were not experienced by the majority of
runaways. No additional data were provided for runaways who

| stay away for longer periods of time or who survive on the

streets.

To conclude, information regarding the First World
population which most resembles street children is scarce. The
information which does exist seems to indicate that long-term
homeless juveniles in industrialised societies experience
similar abuse to that experienced by children of the street in
developing countries - rape, prostitution, drugs, police
harassment and the degradation of begging.
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Appendix 5 - Unicef/Molsa Questionnaire

TIONNAIRE ON THE STU E CHILDREN

N R LECT OW|

Name of interviewer: ...........cccocca.

Name of town: ....ccceceeee
/__I__1
Date: eesesesesose
Time: From ........ TO .c.ccevecnn
Area: ....cccceccecoscces

1__1__1
: mo! ic and m a

A. Background and Origins.
NAME ? cievreesscscacccsosncconse
1. Sex ?
1. male .....
2. female ....

/

2. Age ? tiiiiiiecannann
[__1__/
3. Ethnic group?

1. Amhara ........

2. Oromo ......-

3. Gurage ...... .o

/__1

4. Tigrian .......

5. Oother(specify)....

6. Don‘t know .....

1/

4. Religion?
1. Oorchodox ........
2. Muslim ..........
3. Other(specify)....

/__1/
4. Don’t Know .......

5. How often do you attend a religious ceremony?
1. Daily ........ .en
2. Every Week ......
3. Occasionally ....
/ .
2. Rarely .coeeeecee
5. Never ....cececcece.
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4. D/K ittt iirannnennnecnnconns
S, N/A ittt ittt eecencnnss
7. Where do your parents live now
(name of place) .......... Adm. Region ......
/11

7.1 1. This town/city .....cccveen
2. Other urban .......c0cccccss
3. RUFAl . i.iivtenennenccncnnns

—/
4. DON’t KNOW ...ceonecccccances
S N/A ittt eerenecnnnsnnsnsns

IF IN THIS TOWN, PLEASE STATE AREA ...........
/11

IF FAMILY HAS MIGRATED TO THIS TOWN, SEE Q8,9,10.

8. Where were your parents living directly
before coming to this town? (name of place)
1___1__1

cecesesesses. Adm. Region ......cc0ececenss

8.1 1. Urban ...cccecencccasces
2. Rural ....ccecvcovcnces
3. DON’t KNOW ..cocevceccsnse

/__1
4. N/A (icceeroccccnnnnnse

9. What age were you when your family come to this
town?
/_1_1
Age ....ccncacns
‘Don’t Know .....
N/A eiennnneen

10. Why did your family leave their home region?

1. War .....cceceieccane
2. Draught/famine .....
3. To find work .......
4. Health reasons .....

/__1

T 5. other(Specify) .....
6. Don’‘t know .........
7. N/JA ....... ceseeenas

IF FAMILY LIVING IN REGION OUTSIDE THIS TOWN,
SEE Q11,12,13,14,15

11. Why did you leave your family? ................

e e s s ssl os s ssessesscseesscessstscesesrsereLLeo o

/11

O T T I I T N N I A I I I AL A

.

11.1 How old were you at that time? .....c......
/11
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12. With whom did you come to this town?
1. Alone ..... ceesessenees
2. With siblings ...... e
3. With other relative....

4. With friend(s) ........
5. Other(specify) ........

13. How did you travel?
1. By foot ........
2. By bus .........
3. By train .......

4. By hitching lift intruck or car ...
5. Other(specify)

14. Did you come directly to this town from your
home region?
l. Yes ....

/I
2. No ....
14.1 If no, in how many other towns did you stay?.....
/__1
15. Why did you come to this town? ......cceveeennanas
/

B. Family Details.

16. Is your father still alive? ..........
.. l. Yes ...
2. No ....
/__1
3. Don’t know ....
17. How does/did your father earn his livelihood?
IF MORE THAN ONE; TICK MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME ONLY.
/__1

1. Informal/daily labourer .......

2. Self-employed, has skill or trade ....
3. Petty seller or trader ..... .-

4. Government employee .......

5. Private employee .........

6. Farmer ............

7. Other(specify) .......

8. Don’t know ........

17.1 Was your father soldier?
1. Yes ....

[
2. No .....
18. What is/was your father’s educational background?
1. Illiterate .......
2. Can read only ...

3. Can read and write ....

4. Regular education .....
5. Don‘t kNOW ....cccceee
6. Other(specify) .......
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18.1 IF REGULAR EDUCATION

Highest grade completed ......

/_1__1
Don‘t know .......
N/A ........
19. IF FATHER DEAD How old were you when he died? .....

/

21.

22.

23.

I/
20. Who supports your family?

TICK ANY THAT APPLIES
1. Father only ......
2. Mother only ......
J. Extended family ......
/1
4. My self ........
5. Other children ......
6. Step-father .......
7. More than one of the above .....
8. Others (specify) .......
9. N/A .......
Is your mother still alive?
1. Yes .....
1__/
2. NOo ......
J. Don’t know ..... :
What is/was your mother’s means of livelihood? H
1. Informal/daily labourer ....... f
2. Street-seller ......
3. Skilled worker/self employed .......
4. Employee .........

5. House servant ........
6. Beggar ........
7. Housewife ......
8. Other (specify) .....
9. D/K ..uu..
what is/was your mother’s educational background?
1. Illiterate ......
2. can read only .....
3. Can read and write .....

4. Regular education ......
5. Don‘t know .........
6. Other (specify) .....

23.1 IF REGULAR EDUCATION

/

Highest completed grade .....

-
pon’t know ........
N/A .....
IF MOTHER DEAD How old were you when she died?

24.
/

/

—/__
25. What is your biological parents marjital status?

1. Living together .......

2. Circumstantial separation{e.g. work,war
etc.) ... .

3. Divorced or separated (due to bad marriage)

ceecone

4. Separated because of death ...... (i
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5. Don’t know ........
6. Others (specify) ........
7. N/A (e.g both parents dead) ..... .
26. IF DIVORCED CIRCUMSTANTIALLY SEPARATED how olad
you were at that time? ....
[__1__1
27. Do you have a step-mother?
1. Yes ....
/__1

2. No .....
3. D/K ....

28. Who were you living with before you started spending

most of your time on streets?
1. Family (two parents) .........
1/

2. Father ..........
3. Mother ..........
4. Other (specify) .....

C. ON HOUSING

REFERS TO FAMILY HOUSE OR IF CHILD LIVING WITH

GUARDIAN.
Where child lived before coming to the street

29. What type of house does your family live in?
1. Brick/stone .......
2. Mud ......
3. Tin ......

__/

4. Bamboo/sticks .....

5. Plastic scarp materials ......

6. Other (specify) .......

7. Don’t know .......

8. N/JA ........

30. Condition of family house

1. Yes
House Condition 2. No
3. D/K

30.1 Roof leaking

30.2 Have many big holes

30.3 Bad smell outside

30.4 Latrine facility

30.5 Latrine used by more
than two families

30.6 Electricity

30.7 Clean drinking water
30.8 | N/A
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31. How many rooms are in your house?

/__7
ceee.. rooms N/A ...
32. How many people in total live in your house?
/11
N/A .....
D. ON SIBLINGS
33. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
Brothers ......
I
Sisters ......
/__.
3J4. Where do you come in the family?
1. Only child ........
2. Eldest .........
l1__1
3. Middle .........
4. Youngest .......
35. Can you tell me some brief details about your
brothers and sisters? N/A
/11
ONLY ASK FOR THOSE SIBLINGS UNDER 17 YEARS. WRITE
AGES IN DESCENDING ORDER. FOR QUESTIONS 35.1, 35.3,
35.4, 35.5 FILL IN RELEVANT NUMBER
No. 35.1 35.2 35.3 35.4 35.5
SEX AGE l=attending strret- Sleeps?
1=M school activity 1=Home
2=F 2=not 1=Work 2=Home/street
attending 2=Play J=Streets
L. school 3=Begging 4=D/K
J=N/A 4=D/K S=N/A
4=D/K S=NO
1
2
3
[
B
6
7
8
9
10

36. IF NOT OTHER SIBLINGS ON STREET why, in your qpinion,
are you on the streets when your other siblings are
not? /__1

P T I R R A S R R R R 2 I I I N A A A AP
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E. PRESENT RELATIONSHIP WITH FAMILY

37. With whom are you living now?

1. Both biological parents ....... ..
2. father ...........
J. Mother ...........

4. Other relatives .......... .
S. Alone ...... ceeen

6. With friends ..........

7. Other (specify) ........

37.1 IF LIVING WITH PARENTS/GUARDIAN

38. Usually,how often do you see your family/parents/

39.

40.

41.

41.

42.

How do you get along with?(the guardians
/1__1

or parents the child lives with) ..... .o

siblings/relativesfother guardian?
1. Every day ...covinnnnnn ..
2. At least every week .....
3. At least every month ....
/1__/
4, Few times a year ........
S. Really ..ccceeencecnnnanns
6. Irregularly .............
T. NEVer .ccceeeeccvnasnonas
Be N/A wevrvocrncnnnnnaanns
IF NEW TIMES A YEAR/REALLY/NEVER Why do you
not return home?.....ccveeeecocancsenosnnns

/__1
When did you last see your parents/family/
guardian?
1. Today/this morning .........
2. 1-3 days 390 ....ceeneenn
..3. 4-7"days aQg0 .....ev.n.

4. 1 week-2 weeks ago .....

5. More than 2 weeks ago but less than

amonth ...........
6. 1 month-2 months ago .........
7. 2-6 months ago ........
8. 6 months or more (specify) ......
9. N/A ..... ..

F. EOUCATIONAL HISTORY

Have you ever attended school?

1. Yes .....
[/ 2. NOo ......
1 TF VES, 1. Priest school ..........
2. Koran ........

1./

. 3. Regular school .......
4. N/A .....
IF NO Q41, why not?
1. Financial constraints ......
/

/

3. Helps family (non-financially).
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54. Do you think your parents/guardians approved or
disapproved of your living/working/or playing on
the street?

/11

1. approved ..........

2. disapproved .......
3. didn’t care .......
4. don’t kKnow ........
S. N/A tiiiniienennnnn

55. Have conditions of your family improved or worsened
since the time you come onto the streets?

1. improved ............

)
2. nochange ...........
3. worsened ............
4. D/K ...... cesetcevonns
S. N/A it ieiennnnns
L L2 3 ZS
/__1
56. Have you ever experienced any of the following at home?
1=0ften
2=sometimes
d=rarely
4=never
56.1 spanking/pinching
56.2 beaten
56.3 beaten with some
object
56.4 hunger
56.5 frustrated by
violence
between parents
56.6 upset by fighting
and
shouting
56.7 unsupervised by
adult for long
periods in the home
56.8 too strict
supervision in the
home
56.9 drinking in home
which upset you
5$6.10 | prostitution in home
which upset you.
56.11 | other (specify)
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SECTION 3: Present Life Circumstances

57. Where do you usually go to sleep?

/__/
1. home ...........ccctvevenn
2. home and street .........
3. street ................ .o
57.1 IF STREET, specify (eg. veranda, church yard, bus
SLOP) v evevenccocecananncsas
/__1
58. What do you usually do to play or have fun? ......
/__1

59. How many times a day you eat? ........

_/
60. What kind of food do you have for lunch or for
dinner? ...............

/1
61. Do you work?

l. Yes, reqularly ........cceveeeeans

/1
2. Yes, sometimes ........ cheeeceaan
3. NO c.iiviennen tececsesetsecanane
61.1 IF NO, how do you survive? ...........

/_/
62. What types of jobs do you work at?
62.1 Main job ............
1/

11

63. Usually, how many hours a day do you work?

J R 77 N

62.2 Secondary job ........

[_1__1/
64. How much do you earn in a day?
s e seanssacsae N/A ..o
/__1__1
65. Who helps or protects you while on street?
1. Noone ........ 2. Siblings ......
/__1/
3. Friends ....... 4. Groups ........ .
5. Parents ....... 6. Other adults ....
7. Others (specify) .......c..ciuvuenn
65.1 How do_they help protect you? ................
/__/
65.2 When do they help or protect you? ............
/_/
66. Do you beg?
1. AlWays . .oeviinnnenn.n.
/__1
2. Often (usually) .........
3. Sometimes ......... ceeaas

4. Rarely ...cceeeeconcncnas
G, NEVEE .vvcoeeconconennnas
67. IF YES, How much do you get begging on a usual
day?
l__1__1__1__1
68. What did you do with the money you earned all
together in a usual day?
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68.1 FOOD N Birr

I/ __t_1__1__1 :

68.2 FAMILY Birr .....
[ (__1__1__1

68.3 SCHOOL Birr .....
[ [__(__1_1

68.4 ENTERTAINMENT girr .....
I__1__/_[__[_1

68.5 SHELTER Birr .....
It __1__1_1_ 1/

68.6 CLOTHES Birr .....
f_/__/__/__1__J/

68.7 OTHER (specify) ....... Birr .....
{__/__1I__1

father/guardian) use the money you bring
home? .........cciiiiiiiiina..
/I

70. What is your parents/guardian’s reaction to the
contributions?

l. Happy cecececenccccnns
1

2. Sad ..iiiereiineninnns
3. ANGELY cevitvevocncannns
4. Indifferent ..........
S. Don‘t Know ...........
6. N/A ooleiniinnnnnnnas
70.1 Give your opinion about the contribution ..........

/1
71. Have you ever pressurized to contribute to the family
income?
. l. YeS L.i.iiiiieiinennas *
/1 i
. Sometimes ..........
J.NO . .iiiiia. ceesan
4. N/A ottt
72. Why do you stay on streets? (use child’s words) .....
/7
73. On Anti-social Behaviors
1. Every day
2. Every week
Behavior 3. Rarely
4. Never
73.1 Drinking
73.2 Smok ing
73.3 Chat
73.4 T Glue/Bentine
73.5 Other (specify)

74. Do you-ever steal things from the markets on other
places? .
1. Yes .....cvu
1/

2. NO .coceeosnns
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74.1 IF YES, What? ................. heeeseen
/7

75. Have you ever been caught by the police?
1. Yes ......
/__/
2. No .......
76. IF YES, Wwhy?
1. for stealing .........ccccecvennnn.. ..
/__/
2. for being a street child .......... ..
3. for no reason ......... cececseenaccas
4. other (specify) .....cececeenecnncenn
S NJ/A tteieiinnnneneennns et e
77. Have you ever been beaten or hurt on the streets?
1. Ooften ............ e
/__/
2. Sometimes ......... ‘e
3. Rarely ............. .
4. Never ......cceveevuven
78. What is the biggest problem you face most of the
time? ... .. il it eeeseetreccer s
/

79. Are you satisfied with your life now? ........

80. Under what conditions would it possible for you to
leave street life 2 ....c.ccititeccccsccscncsnanoans
/__/

81. Do you know places or organisations that help
children like you? (please nName) .......eceeceeraans
/__/

82. Have you ever had any contact with it/them?

1. Yes .....ccceen

/__1
2. NO ...cvennnnns
3. N/JA ... eaas
83. IF YES, what was your experience of it? . ......... .
/__
84. What do you want to be in the future? ...... e

/__/
85. IF RESPONDENT OVER 12, Have you cver done any scxual
acts for money or goods?
1. Often ..............

Sometimes ..........

rarely .............

Never ..............

B T 7 N

one ever torced you to do any sexual acts?
YES ...ttt

86. Has an

/11
2. NO . .iiieeeeannnn ..
v3 NJA ciiieiiiaeaa
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87. Health Check-lis{

1. Yes
Problems 2. No

Skin problem

Eye problem

Ear problem

Stomach problem

Teeth problem

Headache

Nasal bleeding

® N oo v e Jw IN e

Handicap or permanent
injury

9 Others (specify)

88. Have you received any treatment?
l. Yes ...oiccenennn.
11

2. NO tcveeeeaccncnsns
3. N/A cqeevenannnnae
89. IF YES Where? ....ccceeececccocsasone

/__/
90. IF NO Why not? ............. Ceeeeees
/

91. Are you still receiving treatment?
LD S £ - - S Y

1__1
2. NO .ivvvvnnnananns
I.N/A oo
92. IF NO, SPECIFY WHY NOT ........c.v0vn. Ceeee e
/__1
93. Where do you usually go to get help when you or
someone is sick? ............. et cesees
S

94. INTERVIEWERS COMMENTS

A. Appearance:
1. Well dressed and clean ....... PN
1__1
™ 2. Torn cloths, hut clean ...........
3. Torn and dirty cloths ............
4. Other (specify) .........ccceeasen
B. Health:
1. Healthy and strong .......c.ccecee.
1__1
T 2. Weak and SKiNNY ......c.iencacanen
3. Not well or malnourished .........
4. Other (Specify) .....ccccvcececccns
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C. Most striking non-verbal behavior:
1. Cold and friendly ........--- ceeeaas
/1

2. Shy/Reserved ......ccceaceevvoeccccs

J. Sad/unhappy .....ecreneccscrscscncan

4. Alert/actiVe .....ceeesesecccccscnns

S. Smiling/happy ......c.cecvceecerccnns

6. Friendly/open .........ce0tc00eccens

7. Mischievous/delinquent .......c...0..
8. Other (SpeCify) ce.cceececsccocscann

D. Level of Co-operation
1. Very good ......cccecacanesnns

2. GOOA ...iccecccnccccrsnnnnnnnnn
3. Falr ciiveereecnonccneaannonse
4. Bad ....ccteecnscccsssncasnnen

E.RecOomMmMeNdation ....cceteceaoeassosccocscansonncnnnas

1l

F.Other Comments .....ccccceeeeesscassccccsccsssscncense
__1

L R L I R R I R R I I R R ]
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Appendix 6 - Victim Survey and Self Report Study

Victim Survey

1. Are there some dangerous areas in this city where you would not
go on your own? Name these areas.

2. Why would you be afraid of these areas?

3. Has anybody ever beaten you on the street with their fists or
kicked you? If "Yes", see table below.

How often?  Who? Why? What did you do about it? Worst
damage?
Once Robbers  To steal Nothing None
A few times Merchants For fun Tell police Bruises
Many times  Police Y ou stole Tell gang Broken
bones
Regularly Other boys Other, Other, Other,
(Specify)  (Specify) (Specify)
Other,
(specify)

4. When is the last time this happened to you?
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5. Has anybody ever beaten you on the street with a stick or any
other kind of weapon? If "Yes", please describe the last time
this has happened to you. Where did it happen?
6. Has anything ever been stolen from you?
7. When was the last time this happened to you?
What was taken?
Who did it?
8. How often does this happen to you?
(a) Every day (d) Once every two weeks
(b) Twice a week (e) Once a month

(c) Once a week

9. Have you ever been beaten and had something stolen from you

at the same time?
(a) Never
(b) Less than 5 times

(c) More than 10 times
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Where did/does this happen?
When is the last time this happened to you?
Who usually does this to you?
10. Have you ever not been paid for doing a job? If "Yes", how
often does this happen you?
11. Has anybody ever sexually attacked you or abused you?
Who?
Where?
When is the last time this happened to you?
12. How often has ‘this happened to you?
(a) once in your life
(b) less than ten times
(c) much more than ten times

(d) more times than you can remember
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13. What did you do to stop this abuse?

14. Has anybody ever paid you with money, or other things, to do
any sexual acts?

How old were you when you first did this?

What are you usually paid?
Who usually pays you to do this?

15. Can you think of any other bad things people have done to
you?

16. Tell me a little bit about what you think of the police.

17. Overall, what do you think of adults?

18. Do you feel safe around the streets of this city? What do you
do to make your life safer?

19. Have you ever reported a crime against you to the police? If
"Yes", what was done? If "No", why not?

20. Would you say you're subjected to more abuse than other
children? Why?
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Self - Report

1. | am interested in the slang that you might use for things
like stealing and fighting. Could you give me some examples of
the language you might use among your friends?

| —— T,
S £
K S < SO
L. S S
L T, L L0 O

2. Was anybody in your family, besides you , ever arrested?
Who?
Why?
How maﬁy times?
3. Were you ever arrested?
Why?
How many times?
Were you sexually mis-treated while in prison?

534



Tell me about the last time you were arrested. How

did the police treat you?

How did your parents/family react when they found

out you were arrested?

Do you ever steal
from shops or
markets?

Yes/No

What do
you steal?

Where?

When start?

When last
time?

How often?
Planned or

spur of the
moment?

On own or
with friends?

Do you ever
pick-pocket?
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from inside or
outside a house?



Do many of
your friends
do this?

5. Why do you steal, pick pocket or steal things from houses?

6. If you steal something that is not food, what do you do with
it?

7. Were you ever caught stealing anything? If YES, what
happened to you?

8. Have you ever stolen anything else?

9. Do you ever feel it is wrong to steal? Would other people in
your position do it?

10. Did anyone ever pay you to do anything wrong? What did you
have to do?

11. Do you or your gang ever beat people?

12. How often do you do it?

13. Why do you beat people? Do you plan to do it, or does it just
happen?

14. Do you beat them with your hands and feet or with sticks?
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15. How badly have you ever beaten somebody?

16. Do you ever carry a knife or any other kind of weapon?
If "Yes", have you ever used it? Describe this incident.

17.

Chew khat Sniff benzene Tella Beer Wine Spirits Smoking Gambling

Yes/No

Age start
How often?
With whom?
Why?
Where?

Where do
you get these

substances?

How much a
week do you
spend on
these

products?
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18. Do you ever steal or fight when drunk? Is this when you
usually steal or fight?

19. What sort of gambling do you do?

20. Would you steal every time you got the opportunity or are
there some people you would not steal from?

21. Can a child-prostitute earn much money? How much?

22. If a street child is a prostitute, does he/she have to have a
"pimp" - fetalla?

23. Is the fetalla a relation/friend/stranger?

24. What would happen if a prostitute didn't have a fetalla?

25. Must they give much of their money to the fetalla?

26. Do you know any street child who is a prostitute?

27. What do you know about the disease Aids?

28. Do you know many people with Aids?

29. Do you ever break things like windows or things on the

street? Why?
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30. What other kind of crimes have you committed?

31. What's the worst thing you ever did?

539



Appendix 7 - Remand Home Questionnaire

The questionnaire used in the Remand Home used the victim
survey and the self report study, as found in Appendix 6 above.
In addition, the following questions were included:

Family details and background

Date:

Interviewers:

Location:

—-—

. Name?

2. Sex?

3. Age?

4. Race/Tribe/Ethnic group?

5. Where were you born?

6. Where have you lived, and for how long, since then?
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a. Location: Length of time:
b. Location: Length of time:

c. Location: - Length of time:

7. So, you came to Addis Ababa when you were how old?

8. Did you ever go to school? No Yes (To what level?)

9. Are both your parents living? If not, how old were you when
they died?

10. Are your parents living together/separated/divorced?

11. Where do your parents live now?

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Tell me what you remember most about your life at home.

What does your father do for a living?

What does your mother do for a living?

How many brothers and sisters do you have?

While living in Addis Ababa, where and with whom did you

sleep?
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17. How did you get money?
Work. What kind? Average earnings per day?
Beg. Average earnings per day?
Other. Please elaborate.

18. If you worked on the streets and lived at home, how long did
you live like this?

19. If you worked and lived on the streets, how long did you live
like this?

20. Why did you leave your home to live on the street?
21. What religion are you?

22. To what extent do you practice your religion?
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Questions relating to Remand Home

1. Why were you sent here?

2. Describe the process from the time you were arrested to the

time you were sent here.

3. How long have you been here?

4. How long more do you have to go?

5. What do you plan to do when released?

6. Describe a typical day in here.

7. Have you ever been beaten by anyone in here? Who?

8. Do you yourself ever beat people here? Who? Why?

9. How do you find the living conditions in here? For example,

the food, beds, health care, washing facilities, sports leisure and

work facilities.
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Appendix 8 - Case Study Questionnaire

Date: Interviewers: Location:

1. Age

2. Sex

3. Where were you born and where have you lived since then?
4. Where and with whom do you live now?

5. If lives on the street, how long have you lived like this?
6. Tell me about your family?

7. What part does religion play in your life?

8. Why did you first come to live on the streets? How long did
you live on the streets?

9. Why and when did you first begin to steal things?

10. Describe the process of becoming more and more involved in
crime as you got older and were longer on the streets.

11. Tell me about your life on the street as a deriyea. Stealing,

544



fighting etc. What kind of things do you do? What's the worst
thing you ever did?

12. Are khat and drinking big parts of your life? How much of
each do you do a week? Why? Why do delinquents chew and drink
more than other people?

13. What age were you when you first started having sex? When
was the first time you used a prostitute? Did you ever force a

girl to have sex with you?

14. What happens as delinquents get older? Do they become
more and more involved in crime or do they give it up?

15. What types of crimes do boys of different ages become

involved in?

16. Do you have a gang? Why? What sort of things do you do
together?

17. What kind of fights have you been involved in? Why?

18. Under what circumstances would you give up crime and lead

a normal life?

19. Where are the main places to find delinquents in Addis
Ababa?
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20. Describe the life of an eighteen year old girl who lives on
the street? '
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Appendix 9 - Questionnaire Used for Interviewing

Girls_of the Street (1992)

Family details and background

Date: Interviewers: Location:
1. Name?

2. Sex?

3. Age?

4. Where were you born?

5. Where have you lived, and for how long, since then?

6. Describe your family and your relationship with them.

7. Why did you leave your home to live on the street?

8.

Describe your life on the street? Where do you sleep? With

whom? Where do you eat? What are your biggest problems?
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Victim Survey

1. Has anybody ever beaten you on the street with their fists or
kicked you? If "Yes", see table below.

How often? Who? Why? What did you do about it? Worst
damage?
Once Robbers  To steal Nothing None
A few times Merchants For fun Tell police Bruises
Many times  Police You stole Tell gang Broken
bones
Regularly Other boys Other , Other, Other,
(Specify) (Specify) (Specify)
Other,
(specify)

2. When is the last time this happened to you?

3. Has anything ever been stolen from you? What? Who usually

does this?

4. Has anybody ever sexually attacked you or abused you?

Who?
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How old were you when this first happened to you?
When is the last time this happened to you?

5. How often has this happened to you?

6. What did you do to stop this abuse?

7. Are you afraid this will happen to you? What will you do if
you become pregnant?

8. Has anybody ever offered or paid you with money, or other
things, to do any sexual acts?

How old were you when you first did this?
What are you usually paid?
Who usually pays you to do this?

9. Can you think of any other bad things people have done to you

on the street?
10. Tell me a little bit about what you think of the police?

11. Do you feel safe around the streets of this city? What do you

do to make your life safer?
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12. Would you say you're subjected to more abuse than other
children? Why?

Self - Report

1. Were you ever arrested?

Yes/No

Why?

How many times?

Were you sexually mis-treated while in prison?

Tell me about the last time you were arrested. How
did the police treat you?

How did your parents/family react when they found
out you were arrested?

Do youeversteal Do you ever Do you ever steal
from shops or pick-pocket? from inside or
markets? outside a house?
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What do
you steal?

Where?
When start?

When last
time?

How often?
Planned or
spur of the

moment?

On own or
with friends?

Do many of
your friends
do this?

3. Why do you steal, pick pocket or steal things from houses?

4. Were you ever caught stealing anything? If YES, what
happened to you?

5. Do you ever feel it is wrong to steal? Would other people in

your position do it?
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6. Did anyone ever pay you to do anything wrong? What did you
have to do? |

7. Do you or your gang ever beat people?

8. Why do you beat people? Do you plan to do it, or does it just
happen?

9. How badly have you ever beaten somebody?
10. Do you ever carry a knife or any other kind of weapon?
If "Yes", have you ever used it? Describe this incident.

11.

Chew khat Sniff benzene Tella Beer Wine Spirits Smoking Gambling

Yes/No

Age start

How often?

With whom?

Why?

Where?
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Where do
you get these

substances?
How much a
week do you
spend on

these

products?

12. Do you know any street child who is a prostitute?

13. What do you know about the disease Aids?

14. What's the worst thing you ever did on the streets?
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Appendix 10 - Questionnaire Used in 1993 to
Interview Girls _of the Street, Concerning

Victimisation, Long Term Effects of Street Life,

Factors of Vulnerability to Victimisation, the Role

of the Group and Coping Strategies

Family details and background

Date: Interviewers: Location:
1. Name?

2. Sex?

3. Age?

4. Where were you born?

5. Where have you lived, and for how long, since then?

6. Describe your family and your relationship with them.

7. Why did you leave your home to live on the street?
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Long Term Effects of Street Life

How do you feel about the fact that you are attacked and abused
and other girls are not?

How do ordinary people treat you in the street? Why is this?

Are you afraid of boys and men? Why?

Are you afraid to be on your own on the street?

What is your greatest fear?

Why are you attacked by men? (if relevant)

Would you prefer to have a baby boy or a baby girl? Why?

What do you think the long term effects of your living/working
on the street will be? (if relevant)

Factors of Vulnerability

In cases where you are attacked, what is your relationship with
the offender? Do you drink together? Do your clients abuse you

in any way? (If girl sells sex)

Where do you sleep and with whom?
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At what times are you robbed/attacked/raped? Why are you
attacked? Where does it happen?
Do you go out in the evenings alone? Why?

Do you do anything to make attacks happen, eg, mix with
deriyeas?

What could you do to prevent it from happening?
Why are you picked and other girls are not?
Where do you go in the evenings? Why?

The Group

Who do you spend most of your time with on the streets/at

home?

What ages and séx are your friends?

What do you and your friends do for each other?

Do you work alone or with friends? Why?

How do your friends help you when you are in trouble?

Do you do anything with your friends in the evening? Do you
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drink or chew khat with them?
Do you share money with your group? Why?
If you see one of your group being attacked, what do you do?
Do you sleep with the same people you work with?
Coping Strategies
How do you protect yourself from robberies and attacks?
Would you ever tell the police if that happened?
Would you tell anybody?
Is there any way you can get revenge?

If you or somebody you know becomes pregnant, what can you do
about it?

How can you protect yourself in the evenings from being
attacked?

Are there certain areas you avoid?
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Victim Survey

1. Has anybody ever beaten you on the street? Why?

2. Has anything ever been stolen from you? What? Who usually
does this?

3. Has anybody ever sexually attacked you or abused you? (not
including rape)

4. Are you afraid this will happen to you?

5. Have you ever been raped? How old were you when this first
happened to you?

6. Has anybody ever paid you with money, or other things, to do
any sexual acts? How old were you when you first did this?

7. Has énybody ever offered to pay you for sexual services?
Who?

8. Have you ever been pregnant?
9. Have you ever had an abortion? How?

10. What form of birth control do you use?
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11. Do you feel safe around the streets of this city? What do you
do to make your life safer?
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Appendix 11 - Questionnaire Used in_1993 to
Interview Girls on the Street and Urban_Poor_Girls
Concerning Victimisation, Long Term Effects of

Street Life, Factors of Vulnerability to

Victimisation, the Role of the Group and Coping
Strategies

Family details and background

Date: Interviewers: Location:

-

. Name?

2. Sex?

3. Age?

4. Where were you born?

5. Where have you lived, and for how long, since then?
6. Describe your family and your relationship with them.

7. Why did you leave your home to live on the street? (if

relevant)

8. | Describe your life on the street? Where do you sleep? What
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work do you do? With whom? Where do you eat? What are your
biggest problems? (if relevant)

Victim Survey

1. Has anybody ever beaten you on the street with their fists or
kicked you? If "Yes", see table below.

How often? Who? Why? What did you do about it? Worst
damage?
Once Robbers  To steal Nothing None
A few times Merchants For fun Tell police Bruises
Many times  Police You stole Tell gang Broken
bones
Regularly Other boys Other, Other, Other,
' (Specify)  (Specify) (Specify)
Other,
(specify)

2. When is the last time this happened to you?

3. Has anything ever been stolen from you? What? Who usually

does this?

4. Has anybody ever sexually attacked you or abused you?
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Who?
How old were you when this first happened to you?
When is the last time this happened to you?

5. How often has this happened to you?

6. What did you do to stop this abuse?

7. Are you afraid this will happen to you? What will you do if
you become pregnant?

8. Has anybody ever paid you with money, or other things, to do

any sexual acts?
How old were you when you first did this?
What are 'you usually paid?
Who usually pays you to do this?

9. Can you think of any other bad things people have done to you

on the street?

10. Do you know any street girl who is a prostitute?
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11. What do you know about the disease Aids?

12. Do you feel safe around the streets of this city? What do you
do to make your life safer?

13. Would you say you're subjected to more abuse than other
children? Why?

14. Did anyone ever pay you to do anything wrong? What did you
have to do?

15. Do you or your gang ever beat people?

16. Why do you beat people? Do you plan to do it, or does it just
happen?

17. Have you ever been pregnant?

18. Have you ever had an abortion?

19. Have bar-owners or ordinary individuals ever asked you to be

a prostitute?
20. Why don't you work on the street?

Additional questions to determine: the long term effects of

experiencing sustained victimisation; the main factors of
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vulnerability; the role of the group; and coping strategies. These
questions are identical to those found in Appendix ten.
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Appendix 12 - Transcripts of Group Discussions

Session 1, 17/10/1992:

Two boys aged nineteen and twenty: Benzene is only used by
younger boys. They use it to protect themselves from the cold.
Around age fourteen they stop using it because they will be
laughed at for doing so.

A very common practice for younger boys is to steal clothes
which have been left out to dry. They then sell the clothes. Boys
might do this around age ten or eleven.

Younger boys, as well as older boys, hang around in groups.
The groups serve different functions, depending on your age. For
the younger boys, the group are other boys you will play with.
You will sleep with them for warmth and protection. You will
work in the same area and share whatever food or money you get.
Thus, if you get nothing one day, you will not go hungry as you
can depend on your friends. This cooperation of the group is also
important for older boys. If you steal something, they will
prevent people from following you or from shouting "Thief,
thief." If you steal something, you will keep the largest share
but you will distribute some of it among your gang (a) so they
will do the same for you and (b) to prevent them from going to
tell the police. Gangs get bigger as boys get older. At age ten, it
might just be some friends looking out for one another but by age
fifteen you might be in a gang of 35 boys.

Nearly all veranda girls above age seventeen will act as
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prostitutes. They will offer this service around the time of
their period so they can be sure not to get pregnant. If they do
get pregnant, they can abort by taking tablets mixed with Coca
Cola. If they keep the baby, they can do nothing except beg with
it. It is said some girls deliberately get pregnant as babies are a
lucrative begging aid. Around age fifteen, girls are liable to be
raped. This is the time they will begin to be approached by
"agents" or bar-owners to be either prostitutes on the streets or
"bar-girls." Street boys begin to use prostitutes at around age
fourteen or fifteen, although as young as ten is not unheard of.
This may cost them 50c or 1 Birr. |

Street children beg up to about age fifteen. At this age
people will stop giving them money and will give out to them for
not working. Thus, around fourteen or fifteen, begging ceases to
be worthwhile.

Thieving is not so common among girls. However, many of
the older girls prostitute themselves around National Theatre
and Stadium. It is very common then that they have babies. Many
of the women you see begging on the streets with babies are
veranda girls who have become pregnant.

Delinquent Behaviours of Different Aged Boys
Age 10: He will be a lookout for older thieves. For this he
will get a little bit of money, depending on how much is robbed;

perhaps 10 Birr. He will sniff benzene at this age. Also smoking
and drinking tej and tella. If opportunities arise, he will steal
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things but mostly he will act as a look-out for older boys. The
little boys who do this are usually the ones who have been on the
streets all their lives. They were born to veranda mothers and
are "pure" street children.

Age 15: By now the boy is stealing himself. He is starting
sex. He is completely independent. He is becoming concerned
about his appearance and wants to have nice clothes. He spends a
lot of time with the gang and has a lot of spare time and money
for chewing khat and drinking. He starts to have sex with
prostitutes for one Birr but after a while will get a girlfriend.

If they have the money, they will chew and drink every day. When
they are drunk, they are afraid of nothing. They will fight anyone
or steal. Around fifteen, the gang becomes quite cohesive. They

drink and chew together. They begin to get dangerous - they will
rob in groups and become violent if resistance is offered.

Age 20: By now our street child has become a "master thief."
He does not sleep in the veranda anymore. He rents a room or a
house. He has a lot of money and can afford very good clothes.

He breaks into houses at night, with a knife or sometimes a gun.
If he meets resistance, he may kill the house owner. They often
have a good relationship with the police. They will share the
money with them. Many of the Derg police were themselves
street boys. Of course, not all deriyeas end up like this. Most
"become good" before reaching the "master thief" stage. They
may gather enough money to start a trade. They may return back
to their families. Relatives or friends may advise them against

their life style.
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What are the family backgrounds of those who become
involved in crime? Many of them do not have families because
they come on their own from the rural areas. Many of them come
from a female headed household. They don't have a father to
direct them. How does a young child first turn to stealing?

First he will start stealing sweet things and going to films.
They will steal to get the 50c for the video. Sex and violence in
the video-baits are a bad influence on the boys. Peer groups are
important in leading children into bad activities, for example,
missing school.

Gangs fight together if any one member is insulted. They
will fight with rocks, chains and knives. Sometimes boys are
killed in these fights. One famous gang is called "Bombard" and
it used to be based in Kirkos where it had 250 members. They
had monthly meetings. Most of them are in prison now. The
EPRDF broke them up. The main places for deriyeas now are
National Theatre, Kirkos, Markato, Mexico, Arat Kilo.

Session 2, 19/10/1992:

Four veranda boys, aged 10, 12, 13, 13, from Le Gare.
Dressed in absolute rags. They have been living on the streets
from between four to seven years. Their biggest source of abuse
is older boys beating them to take their money. This happens
always, any time they get any little bit of money. This is a big
problem for all of them.
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They work at minding cars and begging. They each have
their own place for begging and working. One of them was beaten
badly by a Derg policeman because he was suspected of stealing.

Kollo girls are easy targets. Even little boys like these can
steal their kollo.

Once an older boy demanded money off them and when they
refused (two of them together) he cut each of their arms with a
razor-blade. It is not even as simple a matter as stealing - it is
more systematic. If an older boy has not got any money, he will
order these small boys to work or beg and bring the money to
him. A form of punishment inflicted is to make the small boys
run or jog or do physical exercises for a long time. One boy who
refused to give money to an older boy was beaten on the head
with a rock while he was sleeping.

These boys rely a lot on the police for protection. They will
often inform on the older thieves but often get beaten as a
result. These small boys really have very little form of
protection. They stay close to the EPRDF soldiers. They have
befriended one of them who told them to tell him if anyone
attacks them.

| asked them if they would steal a wallet sticking out of the
pocket of a big, fat man. Each of these four boys would steal
such a wallet if the opportunity presented itself. From their
point of view, it would be crazy to pass up such a chance. One
boy's explanation for stealing a wallet from a fat man was that,
if the man was so fat, he would not be able to chase him. This is
one of the reasons younger boys are not involved in
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confrontational crimes, including pick-pocketing. They do not
have the physical strength to fight if attacked or the speed to
run away. A certain physical size is needed before one can risk
such a crime. Also, a certain amount of courage or "brazenness"
is needed for pick-pocketing. Many boys have told me they do not
pick pockets because they do not have the nerve for it. Pick
pockets or bag snatchers favour female targets, preferably
middle-aged ones. A young man could chase or fight them, a
middle-aged man would shout "Thief, thief", but a middle-aged
woman tends not to shout and cannot run after them. Most boys
would not steal from an old man or woman.

Stealing: Mostly these boys steal from each other. Another
way they get money is to tell the owner of some property who
the thief was.

Older boys may ask them to be look-outs while they are
stealing. They can be offered 3-4 Birr for this. Obviously, many
small boys accept such commissions and this is their
(profitable) introduction to crime.

They get food by begging for left-overs from restaurants.
Sexual abuse would appear to be non-existent among boys.
However, they have seen girls being raped, once by five boys and

another time by twelve.
Session 3, 20/10/1992:

Four boys, aged 13, 15, 18, 18. They earn money by being
wyallas and by carrying goods. They are very well dressed
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compared to the younger boys from session two. This is one of
the benefits of stealing.

Younger boys will experience a lot of robbing and beatings
but this will decrease as they get older because they are bigger
and better able to defend themselves. Also, they have a gang
which any potential attacker will also have to take into account.

A boy who tries to work in a new area will be beaten by the
other boys working there. If he manages to get a foot in (perhaps
by knowing one of the boys already established there), he will
have the least status there for a while until he finds his niche.
Where to sleep at night is a perennial source of conflict. There
will be only a limited covered area and every night you have to
fight to claim your space. The younger, smaller boys lose most
often.

Younger children (aged around ten) steal clothes from the
lines and sell them in the market and use the money to buy
cigarettes and benzene.

Bigger boys steal at night. They work in groups and assault
people who are on their own. [f they find a drunk man, they will
rob everything he has.

Sharing among thieves: The robber keeps the larger portion
for himself and distributes the rest among the others who have
helped him, for example, look-outs and those who crowded the
target so the pocket could be picked or the bag snatched. These
ones will also intervene if the target gives chase. The robber
has to distribute the earnings. If he does not, one of the
disaffected parties may inform to the police on him.
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Mostly smaller boys only steal goods from the market that
are on display - glasses, soap.

Why is there this difference between the crimes of little
boys and bigger boys? Some of it has to do with the older boys
greater strength. Also, they have a greater need for money as
they get older - for good clothes (so they will not be recognised
as thieves), for khat, drink, money for prostitutes. Below age
eleven, they only want money for benzene or cigarettes or to
watch videos. They are not much interested in clothes at this
stage. At around age fourteen, extra money is needed for drink
and khat. Around fifteen, sex begins and large amounts of money
are spent on khat and drink. Hash is also available and used but
mostly only by older boys and girls. How do these habits
develop? They learn from older boys. They will be offered
things by older boys and encouraged by them and their own peers.
If an older boy takes benzene, he will be laughed at for taking a
child's thing.

What kind of crimes have they committed? Pick-pocketing
on the bus. One boy first really began stealing by robbing drunk
men at night. The largest amount ever stolen was 200 Birr. He
was in a taxi with a drunken driver who put 600 Birr down on the
seat. The boy stole 200 Birr without being noticed. He bought
clothes, ate well and invited his friends to drink. Another boy
stole a bag which had 25 Birr in it. He spent the money on tej,
khat and food. Another stole 30 Birr and spent the money on
clothes. One of them attacked someone when he was sixteen - he
got him in a head-lock and took 15 Birr from him.
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What are their plans for the future? The eighteen year old
wants to get a driver's licence and become a driver. When asked
why don't they continue stealing and getting easy money, instead
of getting a job, they said that stealing does not give a regular
income. You never know when you will have money. None of them
want to continue stealing - not because it is wrong, but because
it does not give a steady income.

Every night the two younger boys build a cardboard shelter
in Abiot Square. In the morning they take it down and leave it
with a man all day who sells tea. He minds it for them.
Sometimes they sleep in the church compound using sacks as
blankets.

| asked the thirteen year old what happens as street boys
get older and older. Do they become more and more "Master
thieves"? He replied that some learn from their hardships on the
street and want to go back to their families and practice a
"normal life." Some just continue on in stealing.

Session four, 21/10/1992. Two females, ages 15 and 16.

People have been known to steal babies so that they can be
used for begging. This can double a beggar's income. Sometimes
they even wrap up little dogs whose whimpering may sound like
that of a baby. One of these girls had her baby stolen while she
was out begging. Almost without exception, girls on the street
beg and do not work. If they work, it will be in houses or hotels
as.maids. Girls sleep in rented rooms for about 50c a night.
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These girls live in a private house which has only three other
lodgers. They have a good relationship with the owners and
neighbours. They risk being sexually assaulted if they sleep on
the veranda. This can happen a girl as young as ten. It is almost
a certainty once they become sexually mature.

Being robbed by deriyeas is a major problem for girls.
Money is demanded from them: if they refuse they are beaten and
whatever little bit of money they have is taken from them. They
cannot tell the police as the deriyeas would cut their faces.

Girls have to be in before dark. If they are not, they are likely to
be raped.

A girl will not get employment unless a man who knows her
well vouches for her and provides a guarantee to her employer.

Their social life consists largely of just chatting with each
other. Things like foot ball, table tennis and going to video-baits
are largely male activities.

They are afraid that if they stay on the streets that they
will develop "unnecessary" acts, that is, prostitution. Brokers
ask them to become involved in prostitution. These brokers are
pimps. Prostitutes get good clothes, foot-wear and food. But,
the negative aspect is bad health and bad behaviour - not just
prostitution but drinking and associating with "bad" people.

Different stealing techniques used by deriyeas:

1. Spit on a passer-by. Pretend to apologise and ask for the
jacket to wipe it off. When they get the jacket, they run
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off.

2. Pretend to find a bag or money on the ground in front of a
passer-by. Then saying, "Come on, we will go together and
share this." Then they take him to a quiet place and rob him.

If girls steal, it will involve going from house to house to
beg. If they are left unsupervised for a moment, they will steal
whatever they can find. Another technique is to pretend to be a
prostitute and lure a man to a quiet spot where boys are waiting
who will rob him.

Being raped is the biggest concern for girls who are on the
streets aged fifteen or more.
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Appendix 13 - Street Girls' Age Related
Developmental Profile

This following section is an age profile of street girls
generalised from the data. As a profile extrapolated from
numerous questionnaires and interviews, it necessarily involves
a certain amount of generalisation. It is not necessarily the way
street girls develop, but an outline of some of the common
experiences and practises of street girls of different ages.

Age 12

Large numbers of people, both male and female, prey on
younger girls who are vulnerable due to their small size and age.
There is a tendency on the streets for people to take advantage
of any situations in which they are physically stronger due to
age or sex. Younger girls are at the bottom of this age/sex
hierarchy.

Even at age twelve, a girl will be aware of the dangers of
sexual assault. At this age, most girls stop sleeping on the
veranda, that is, outside, under shop awnings, in bus shelters, or
simply in the lee of a wall. Although relatively rare, girls of
this age are raped. The fear of rape has become real for them.
From now on, it is an ever present possibility - a possibility
they worry about, are afraid of, and begin to take precautions
against.

Street girls of this age still show the characteristics of
children. For entertainment, they dance and sing and skip and act
out little dramas amongst themselves.
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Age 13

The average age for initiation to street life among our
sample of 70 girls of the street is 13.13 years and the single
most common reason given for coming to the streets was
conflict in the home. This suggests that moving onto the street
is widely perceived to be a more attractive option than
continuing to live in a negative home situation.

Girls of this age are in the "grey area" between being
asexual children and sexually mature young women. This grey
area has become clear by age fourteen. Twelve and thirteen year
olds still do not have the fear of rape which is so prevalent
amongst fourteen year olds. They are in a transition period.
Some of the younger looking girls will laugh at the very idea of
being sexually attacked; it is simply not a reality for them. On
the other hand, those twelve and thirteen year olds that do sleep
on the street are beginning to become very wary of the
possibility. They may have received a scare or may have actually
been raped. It would be unusual for a girl of this age to be still
sleeping on the veranda.

Individuals are beginning to solicit girls for sex at this age.
Bar-owners will not be approaching them yet - this comes when
they are a little older. However, the vast majority are not
prostituting themselves yet.

Age 14

Most of the girls are now sexually mature. They will be
routinely solicited for sex. Fear of deriyeas and sexual assault
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is something many of them have to live with continuously. This
is the age when girls begin to be raped (the average age for a
first experience of rape is 13.8 years). It begins to happen that
they are beaten by deriyeas when they refuse them sex.

Their appeal to passers-by as endearing, helpless orphans
begins to wear off. This used to offer a measure of protection
from the general public. Now girls will begin to experience
abuse from passers-by because they are begging. This abuse will
generally come in the form of insults and being spat upon.

For the more mature looking girls, bar owners will start
inviting them to be prostitutes. Most girls have moved into
rented rooms at this stage.

Age 15

An increasing proportion of the girls report having been
raped. Some of them now are associating with deriyeas. They
are becoming part of a hardened sub-culture. This may involve
becoming sexually active, prostitution, theft, khat chewing and
drinking. Such girls are a minority among street girls. Many
more are religious and moral, maintaining the standards by
which they had been brought up. The hopes for the former of any
kind of effective rehabilitation are becoming increasingly slim.
Girls who wish to avoid this life style see the importance of
staying away from deriyeas.

Pregnancy starts becoming a problem at this age.
Pregnancies may be as a result of rape, prostitution or through
being taken in as a "wife." The children from these pregnancies

are at a very high risk of iliness and accident.
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Deriyeas may try to cash in on prostitutes by threatening
to beat or kill them unless they hand over a share of their
earnings. This experience is not confined to prostitutes. Petty
traders and even beggars are liable to pay such a "tax" to older
boys. Punishment for not doing so can involve a severe beating.

By begging on the streets, girls are subject to a number of
different types of abuse: police, with varying degrees of force,
will move them on; passers-by will reprimand them for begging
and for not working; and rivalry and competition amongst the
girls is very keen and often violent. The smaller or less
protected a girl is, the greater the chance that she will be
regularly beaten and robbed of her earnings.

Age 16

While some girls are becoming more involved in a deriyea
sub-culture involving prostitution, others (particularly girls of
this age who are new to the street) try to avoid such a lifestyle:
"I would never do it [prostitution], even if | was starving. I'd
rather eat kollo and water." Others take a more pragmatic
approach, "I know | can get good clothes and food from it, but
this will not compensate for unknown diseases."

Girls who arrive on the street at this age are seen as easy
pickings. As one street wise fourteen year old said, "They are
from the country. They know nothing." Girls in their late teens
arriving on the street for the first time have not been hardened
to street life and have not as yet developed the skills necessary

to survive there.
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Age 17

Some street girls start becoming full time prostitutes or
bar-ladies at this age. They wear new clothes, rent nicer rooms
and lead a far superior material life than younger street girls.
As one fifteen year old said, "They were like us once, but now
they are rich.” Girls of this age who are prostituting themselves
no longer sell themselves as occasional acts of desperation.
Rather, prostitution has become a part of their life style. Full-
time prostitutes are more comfortable financially and, to
sustain the life style they have become accustomed to, they
continue to prostitute themselves. Girls of this age who do not
prostitute themselves will be teased and asked, "Why don't
you?", "What makes you so different?"

Age 18

There are a number of clearly identifiable paths girls can
take at this stage:

(a) The deriyea. This girl is a full-time prostitute and
thief. She mixes with a gang of males and females who
spend a lot of their free time and money on drink, hash and
khat. She has no interest in a "normal" life style and feels
no particular affinity with society. In the words of one girl
who had spent many years on the streets, "I don't give a shit

about anyone, as long as I'm happy.”

(b) The law-abiding street girl: This girl believes stealing
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is wrong, prostitution is a sin against God and does not mix
at all with deriyeas. She aims to be a full and productive
member of society and greatly regrets that she never got an
education. She would go hungry and sell her clothes rather
than prostitute herself. The insults she receives for
begging deeply hurt her. She lives by begging and longs to
leave the streets. She lives a subsistence life style.

(c) The single mother: Either as a result of rape,
prostitution or consenting sex, this girl has a baby to care
for. The only way she can rear the child is by begging. She
may receive up to twice as much money as a girl with no
baby. Nevertheless, this only allows her to barely survive.
The child receives little or no proper medical care and it's
chances of dying are high.

Conclusion

It seems likely that girls on the streets in their late teens
are those who could find no way to leave the streets. Thus, it
cannot be assumed that they are representative of girls who have
spent some time on the street. Many girls do find a satisfactory
exit from street life. Some get married, sell tella, wash
clothes, become full time prostitutes or bar-ladies, become

maids, or work in bars, hotels or restaurants.
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