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The Vikings
•The Vikings were famed throughout Europe for 
their abilities as mariners and marauders and 
originally came from the Germanic-speaking 
peoples who occupied the area roughly coextensive 
with modern Denmark, Norway and Sweden today.

The Vikings went on to settle in many parts of 
Europe; the case of Great Britain and Ireland is no 
exception.

•It wasn’t long aǁer plundering the monasteries of 
mainland Britain, that the Vikings set their sights 
on the monasteries of Ireland and their wealth.

The Vikings who raided Ireland came from Norway 
and the Scottish Hebrides (Ó Corráin, 1998, 298). By 
this time, Vikings were already living in the 
Hebrides, which are still known as In(n)se Gall ‘the 
islands of the Vikings’ in the Gaelic Languages 
today (Irish and Scottish Gaelic).
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/vikings

https://shorturl.at/bkY36
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https://www.logainm.ie/ga/61298

https://www.logainm.ie/ga/16810



Primary Literary Sources 
and the Work of an 
Historian
•Historians study written documents by people living at 
the time (primary sources) to gain an understanding of 
events and peoples’ lives in the past and how peoples’ 
lives changed over time.

Numerous primary literary sources have come down to 
us from the time that refer to the Viking raids, e.g. they 
are mentioned in the Annals, like the Annals of Ulster.

•The Annals are annual diary entries detailing major 
events. This practice became widespread across Europe 
in the Early Middle Ages. The Irish Annals are written in 
Old and Middle Irish and Hiberno-Latin.

The word ‘annal’ derives from the Latin word annus 
‘year’, as does the word ‘annual’ itself.
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Annals of Ulster, Bodleian Library MS. Rawl. B. 489:



Annála Ulad / Annals of Ulster

798 AD
•Combustio Inse Patraicc o genntib, 7 bórime na crich do breith 7 scrin 
Do-Chonna do briseadh doaib 7 innreda mara doaib cene eiter Erinn 7 
Albain.

The burning of Inis Pátraic [Holmpatrick] by the heathens, and they took the 

cattle-tribute of the territories, and broke the shrine of Do-Chonna, and also 

made great incursions both in Ireland and in Scotland.

807 AD
•Gentiles combuserunt Insolam Muiredaigh 7 inuadunt Ross Camm.

The heathens burned Inis Muiredaigh [Inishmurray] and invade Ros Comáin.

821 AD
Orggan Etir o genntib; pred mor di mnaib do brid ass

Étar [Howth] was plundered by the heathens, and they carried off a great number 

of women into captivity.

823 AD
•Gentiles inuaserunt Bennchur Mor.

Heathens invaded Bennchor [Bangor] the Great.

832 AD
Cétna orggain Airdd Machae o genntib fo tri i n-oen-mhís.

The first plundering of Ard Macha [Armagh] by the heathens three times in one 

month
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https://shorturl.at/nqGN2 https://shorturl.at/erFH8
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St Gallen, Switzerland Scriptorium



https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/csg/0904/112

Codex Sangallensis 904 folio 112

Is acher in gaíth innocht

Is acher in gaíth in-nocht,
fu·fúasna fairggae findƽolt;
ní·ágor réimm Mora Minn
dond láechraid lainn úa Lothlind.

Bitter is the wind tonight,
it stirs up the white-waved sea.it stirs up the white-waved sea.
I do not fear the coursing of the Irish sea
by the fierce warriors of Lothlind

Listen to the verse in Old Irish via this link:
https://www.asnc.cam.ac.uk/spokenword/i_isacher.php?d=tt



Task: the Work of an 
Historian
•Pair Work:

Compare the verse and the Annals of Ulster 
entries as primary sources. What ways are 
these sources different from each other? Why 
is it important that a historian would take a 
wide range of primary sources into account 
when assessing the evidence?
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