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A brief note about the title of this thesis

LCeci nest nas une fufie.

Figure 1: "The treachery of images" — René Magritte, 1929

In 1929, René Magritte’s painting work named “The Treachery of Images”, also
known as “This is not a pipe” gained significant public attention. The painting is that
of a pipe, and below the pipe Magritte wrote “Ceci n’est pas une pipe” (meaning “this
is not a pipe”). He drew the attention of the spectator to the fact that what was seen
in the painting was not a pipe, but the representation of a pipe. Magritte was
interested in questioning the relationship between images (and the language) and
the reality they are intended to represent. His work was a “warning of the danger of
failing truly to look at things, or of trusting in received ideas or abstractions.”
(Rooney, 2016: xvi). Similarly, this thesis will not investigate what terrorism is and is
not, instead, it focuses on its representation in the academic literature, and by doing
so, it will also question the ‘received ideas or abstractions’ about terrorism and the
terrorist. The title wanted to capture this parallelism and bring the attention to the
fact that what will be discussed is the representation of terrorism, rather than its

factual reality.
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Glossary

This glossary provides guidance to the reader in relation to some terms that will be
present in the work. The author is aware that some of these terms are still debated
at the academic and, in some instance, at the religious level therefore this glossary
only aims at telling the reader what they are meant to indicate in the context of this

thesis.

ALT-MEDIA

With this term the author refers to media produced by terrorist groups (more
often used in the context of far-right terrorist groups) in an attempt to gain control
of the narratives they can share. The term is used to differentiate these channels

of communications such as websites from traditional media channels.

EXPLANATORY POWER

This thesis borrows from quantitative research the concept of explanatory power,
and uses it in a qualitative context. In this work, explanatory power refers to the
leverage a concept has, how much it is used in the literature but also how it is

linked with other concepts in this work.

EXTREME RIGHT

In this thesis the term ‘extreme right’ is used to refer to a branch of the far-right
that is essentially anti-democratic, and hence opposed to the participation in
electoral politics. Such term is chosen to differentiate between extreme-right and

radical right, which has different characteristics (see below in this glossary).
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FAR-RIGHT

Far-right is intended as an umbrella term which includes two main manifestations:
the extreme right and the radical right (also addressed in this glossary), further
information on this differentiation is provided in the course of this work. The
author will use the term far-right to encompass these two instances of far-right
groups and is also used to refer to electoral parties. While a part of this work
mentions the far-right as an electoral actor, this work is interested in terrorism
perpetrated by the far-right, and it will indicate it with the use of the term far-

right terrorism.

JIHAD (or JIHADI)

The term jihad (or sometimes jihadi, as an adjective) in this work is used with to
refer to extremism stemming from a jihadist ideology. Jihadism is here intended
as an ideology which looks at violence as theologically legitimated and capable to
bring about political change. When referring to jihad used in a non-political,
individual religious imperative, or personal struggle i.e. striving to improvement

and moral correctness, the author will use the term ijtihad.

MAINSTREAM MEDIA

This work will use the term mainstream media to indicate those media channels
which are not created by far-right or jihadi terrorist groups for the purpose of
distributing their propaganda. The term is used to refer to widely available media,
whether private of publicly owned, that range from print to social media and that
of easy access by the general public. The author is aware that the term is seen as
politically loaded and that is often used by terrorist groups to mean pro-
establishment and that the term is used in an effort to delegitimise the narrative
that the media share about these groups. This is not, of course, the intention of

this work.
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MILITANT SALAFISM

Whit this term the author refers to a puritan interpretation of Islam, Salafi
Muslims aim at conducting a life close to that of that of early Muslims. Those Salafi
Muslims who support violent action in support of this ideology are defined here
as Militant Salafi. Militant Salafi is often used in the literature interchangeable

with terrorist, jihadi, extremist etc.

NASHEED

Nasheed (plur. Nasheeds/hymns) are musical compositions, they treat a number
of themes which include individual, religious and social life. In this work, those
Nasheeds which deal with themes related to jihad are simply referred to as

Nasheeds (or sometimes, they are qualified as jihadi Nasheeds).

QUTBISM

The word Qutbism refers to the Islamic thought which started with Sayyd Qutb,

Qutbism proposes a violent strict interpretation of Islam and has been often

indicated as the ideology that inspired the rise of Al Qaeda.

RADICAL RIGHT

The radical right refers to individuals or groups who do not oppose participation

in democratic elections. In this work, radical right groups are still placed under the

umbrella term of ‘far-right’.
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TAKFIR (apostasy)

The notion of Takfir is a characteristic of a strict interpretations of Islam whereby
only those adhering to a puritan vision of the religion are considered to be ‘real
Muslims’. In the context of this work, the work Takfir is used to indicate the
process through which Muslims declare other Muslims to be apostates, and is

seen as a tool to legitimise violence against other Muslims.

UMMAH

Throughout this project the term Ummah is used to indicate a transnational
Muslim community. As the term is translated from the Arabic language, it can also
be found spelled as Umma (the author will use the spelling Ummah throughout
the text and the spelling Umma if the term is present in an extract of text being

guoted).

WAHHABISM

The term Wahhabism is used to refer to the interpretation of Islam proposed by
Muhammed ibn Abd al-Wahhab during the 18t century, this interpretation of
Islam is strict, puritanical and violent (and is also understood as having inspired

ISIS).
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Abstract

This thesis examines how terrorism is imagined, constructed, and researched by
examining the output of scholars in key research journals. The aim of this work is to
understand exactly what it is we are talking about when we research about terrorism,
not to examine how we define terrorism, but how we define the problem of
terrorism. This representation becomes manifest in the research areas we prioritise,
the different ways we talk about different ideological motivations, the methods we
use to gather data and to analyse terrorism in two of its major manifestations: jihadi
terrorism, and far-right terrorism. By examining how we define the problem of
terrorism it becomes clear that as an area of study, Terrorism Studies as a
manifestation of its time and place (western and post 9/11), is imbued with
conservative notions of securitised state centred narratives and is influenced in its
analysis by the ideological claims of the perpetrators. This thesis will demonstrate
that the way we talk about jihadism as opposed to how we talk about the far-right is
a manifestation of the field of terrorism studies. It will also demonstrate that in order
to further the academic endeavour of research into terrorism we need new ways of
thinking about the field, moving away from the influence of Western, state-centric
dominant definitions and towards a framework that prioritises on an empirically

based and grounded approach to understanding what the problem appears to be.
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Prologue

The restrictions of movements to slow down the spread of COVID-19, meant a
change of plans for many researchers. This project as originally conceived involved
travel to meet with a number of practitioner groups across Europe who engage in
PVE and CVE initiatives with a range of actors including jihadi and far-right extremists.
The aim of the method of data collection was to understand how practitioners
understood the issues of extremism, how they viewed the problem of extremism and
how they used academic frameworks to scaffold their work and evaluate their
interventions. In other words, to understand the relationships between academia
and the practice of PVE/CVE. During the early stages of this project, in pursuit of this
aim, | attended a number of RAN European Commission meetings focused on the
extreme right and began preliminary data collection by engaging with practitioners
in the CVE/PVE field. However, with the declaration of a global pandemic and the
following lockdown in Ireland in March 2020, my research plans had to be revisited.
In an effort to remain on schedule and given the sudden freeze in travel options, and
in the early days, limited online meeting options, | had to pivot to a more realistic
method of research that would allow me to collect new data, that maintained
coherence with what | have done before. While conducting the original research was
potentially possible, despite early efforts to do so, requests for data access and
interviews, being an additional burden on researchers, were unsuccessful. As a

result, it was decided in 2020 to use desk-based research for this study.
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In order to address the underlying premises of the original the research questions
that focused on the relationship between scholarship and practise, it was apparent
that | first needed to understand exactly what scholars were talking about when they
were talking about terrorism; specifically, how did the field , through its inclusion and
exclusion of topics, ideas etc construct terrorism as a phenomena. In order to do this,
| created a database focused on the literature on Terrorism Studies between 2001-
2018, based on the top three Terrorism Studies journals. The focus of the data base
was on articles that addressed far-right terrorism and articles that focus on Jihadi
terrorism.

The result of this analysis, and thus maintaining coherence with the original proposal
was an examination of the underlying assumptions of the field of terrorism studies
and the implications of this for how we think about and address different
manifestations of terrorism. In addition, the project resulted in the creation of the
TeR-BAT tool which is an evidence based tool, based on a number of questions for
the researcher with the aim is to assist researchers and practitioners working in the
field of CVE/PVE to reflect on how they think about their research and interventions.
The TeR-BAT makes use of the available literature on terrorism and invites the
research to interrogate themselves in how this might inform and frame their practice.
While the sudden mid project shift in methods and research question was disruptive,
the outcome of the project still serves to provide a critical understanding of how we
conceive of and apply the label terrorism in the academy, and also provides a useful
tool to assist researchers and practitioners to engage in terrorism research and
PVE/CVE practice in a way that overcomes the long-identified weaknesses inherent

to the field of Terrorism Studies.
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SECTION I: INTRODUCTION AND LITERATURE REVIEW

INTRODUCTION

The field of Terrorism Studies, its strengths and weaknesses

The emergence of terrorism studies as a distinct field of studies can be traced back
to a small number of studies in the US focusing on counter insurgency in the 1960’s
and 1970’s. However, what is currently understood as terrorism studies is very much
an artifact of the post 9/11 focus on sub-state threats to western democracies and
their allies. Before 9/11, the field remained a small and narrow pursuit for a handful
of researchers with limited resources (Silke, 2018), but has a long tradition of internal
critique, both of the research itself and of the ontological concerns inherent in the
use of the label terrorism. An early review of the field by Schmid and Jongman in
1988 identified the issues the field had (and in some cases continues to have)
particular to the issue of a consensus definition of terrorism, in addition they
reviewed the use of methods and the affiliations of contributors. A more recent post
9/11 review by Silke, much like the work of Schmid and Jongman, pointed to the poor
condition of the field of terrorism studies. Silke (2004) highlighted how the problems
presented by Schmid and Jongman almost 20 years previously remain as pertinent
as ever. He went further to point out that in the flurry of research conducted in the
aftermath of 9/11, the field suffered from new problems — particularly that the
research mainly uses secondary sources and exists in a loop where the researchers
don’t always create new knowledge, but rely on existing sources, thus presenting a

false validity to the literature. This lack of primary data was attributed both to the
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lack of resources (pre-9/11), lack of access to substantial bodies of data, and lack of
collaborative researchers and research projects (most of the contributions analysed
by Silke were produced by authors working in isolation). Overall, as Silke points out,
the field of terrorism studies “exists on a diet of fast-food research: quick, cheap,
ready-to-hand and nutritionally dubious.” (ibid.:12).

Some five years after 9/11 further reviews emerged and pointed out how formative
the 2001 Al Qaeda attacks were on the field of terrorism studies. Since the attacks,
the focus of research was almost entirely on Al Qaeda, to the neglect of other
instances and types of political violence (Schuurman, 2019). Schuurman (ibid.)
highlighted that the field remains strongly event-driven and tightly linked to the
concerns presented by Western states, significantly influencing the focus of the
research.

A further critique by Jackson (2007) moved beyond the issue of content to address
core issues of the ontological and epistemological assumptions underpinning the
field. Jackson examined the relationship of Terrorism Studies with institutions and
power, and pointed out that much research on terrorism since 9/11 is devoid of any
substantial critique that examines the link of discourses on terrorism to power and
power structures. This, Jackson stated, perpetuates the idea of terrorism as only a
sub-state endeavour carried out by actors in isolation from the systems that sustain
them, and which sees terrorism as an ontologically fixed entity. Jackson and
colleagues (2009) have thus pointed out that the events of 9/11 have allowed the
current dominant frame that explains terrorism to have an incredibly wide
resonance. As a result, the reproduction of dominant discourses around terrorism

have had substantial effects in real-life through its influence on the design of policies
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as well as preventative and counterterrorism interventions (Burke, 2008, Smyth,
2007 ).

This research project is inspired by the critiques of the field offered by scholars who
adopt a critical approach in evaluating the area of Terrorism Studies, in that it
analyses and questions the underlying assumptions in the Terrorism Studies
literature. Following on from the health metaphor that Silke introduced in 2001 when
he talked about the state of play of Terrorism Studies, this research project is based
on the premise that the critiques previously offered of the field are valid and, in
addition to this, the issues highlighted are symptomatic of the presence of routinely
accepted underlying assumptions about what terrorism is, who the terrorist is and its
causes. Such underlying assumptions (Jackson, 2009) become manifest in the topic
selection for the research, as well as in the paradigms and theoretical approaches
adopted by those researching terrorism. The numerous reviews of the field from an
early stage have repeatedly highlighted a number of issues such as the definition of
terrorism (Schmid and Jongman, 1988), methods (Silke, 2001) and narrow topic
selection (Schuurman, 2019) but these issues have nonetheless persisted. If this is
the state of the art of the field of terrorism studies this means that the problem does
not reside in what we focus on and with which methods we research it in itself, but
on how we as researchers construct and imagine terrorism.

This thesis contributes to the field of terrorism studies because it moves on from a
focus on the definition of terrorism, and looks instead at the way terrorism is
constructed in the academic literature after 9/11; it does so through an analysis of
the literature produced and by asking throughout ‘what is said without being said?’.

In so doing, this research explains why certain assumptions are so widespread in the
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field, and proposes a tool to assist researcher in designing future research projects

whilst avoiding the implicit or explicit application of said assumptions.

Overview of the research project

This research provides a snapshot of the field of Terrorism Studies in the time frame
2001-2018, by interrogating the literature published in three Terrorism Studies
journals. The aim of the work is to understand how the literature represents the
phenomenon of terrorism as it manifests in the distinct categories of far-right and
jihadi. The three journals are Terrorism and Political violence, Studies in Conflict and
Terrorism and Critical Studies in Terrorism, and have been selected on the base of
their Hirschi Index (H-index) for the year 2018.

The first collection of the data, pertaining to the far-right, happened at the beginning
of 2019, and considering the proliferation of publications in the Terrorism Studies
field after 2001, the starting date of 2001 was considered a sensible starting point,
up to and including everything published until the end of 2018. While the initial aim
of the research was to understand the use practitioners make of academic literature,
the declaration of the pandemic significantly impacted the feasibility of the research,
hence, it was decided to collect articles which would look at jihadi terrorism. In this
case, the articles were collected in the timeframe 2010-2018 in order to capture a
more stable state of the field. As mentioned earlier in fact, while 9/11 had an impact
on the growth of the field, authors such as Silke (2008) highlighted issues at the
methodological level, and Jackson (2012) portrayed a field which produced a large

body of research based on sparse evidence. In light of these issues highlighted in the
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research, it was decided to collect articles for far-right terrorism between 2001 and
2018 and to collect articles for jihadi terrorism between 2010 and 2018. This meant
that the clearly documented (Silke, 2009; Silke, 2018; Sageman, 2014) teething
problems experienced in the early years of the emergence of the field of Terrorism

Studies post 9/11 did not overly impact on the analysis.

This works aims at understanding how the field of Terrorism Studies imagines
terrorism and what are the field's base assumptions. To answer these questions, the
research avails of a mixed methods approach: in the first instance articles were
accessed via a search using the journals' portal, those that met the inclusion criteria
were collected into separated databases (one for far-right terrorism and one for
jihadi terrorism) and quantitatively analysed how many articles focus, mention or use
the far-right as a term of comparison. The same is done with the articles collected for
jihadi terrorism. Following the rapid appraisal phase, the articles which emerged as
'focused' on far-right terrorism and jihadi terrorism are further analysed using a
gualitative content analysis.

The argument this thesis makes relates to the fact that the topics selected when
researching terrorism (e.g., focusing on one instance of terrorism such as jihadi
terrorism) and the way terrorism is framed and talked about, together with the
theoretical frameworks applied (e.g., radicalisation, cognitive opening, group
dynamics etc...) are symptomatic of the base assumption of the field. In particular,
that the field tends to accept assumptions about what terrorism is and who the

terrorist is without problematising them, and that such assumptions are the results
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of important historical events (such as 9/11) which contributed to shape the field as
we know it today.

The remainder of this chapter will provide the background of this research project as
well as a breakdown of the chapters which make this thesis, with a description of

their content and contribution to the research.

(Far) Right here, right now

Newspapers, think tanks, and discussion forums in recent years pointed to an
increased threat of violence coming from far-right terrorist groups: for example, the
overwhelming majority of gun violence in the United States in 2018 was linked to far-
right actors (Anti-Defamation League, 2019). Furthermore the New York Times (Cai
and Landon, 2019) traced a lineage from the attacks in Utgya, Norway, in 2011 to the
Christchurch shooting, New Zealand, in 2019 and warned that the threat coming
from far-right terrorist groups and individuals was increasing, and so were their
connections at the global level. Donald Trump’s electoral campaign and presidency
since 2016 have been widely recognised as progressively and deliberately legitimising
the far-right in the USA, with this process (arguably) culminating in the attacks on
Capitol Hill on the 6% of January 2021 (Mondon and Vaughan, 2021).

In spite of the increased attention that media outlets and think tanks have dedicated
to it, far-right terrorism is not a dominant theme in the literature in Terrorism Studies
post 9/11. The literature is focused on the threat coming from terrorist actors from
(mostly) the MENA region and directed to Western countries or to Western targets,

attending to the threat perceived as coming from the outside, and affording little
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attention to the threat coming from within, such as far-right terrorist groups
(Schuurman, 2019). This started with Al Qaeda post 9/11 and expanded to include
their affiliates, then Syrian linked groups, with an overwhelming focus on ISIS
dominating the past ten years (ibid.). The gap between the attention afforded to
jihadi terrorism and far-right terrorism is partly the result of the reactive
characteristic of the field (see, for example, the exponential growth in the research
on jihadi terrorism post-9/11, Gunning, 2007), and this is mirrored in the way these
two instances of terrorism are dealt with in the literature. This means that the
tendency of the field to focus on ‘hot topics’ -as observed above- happened to the
detriment of research attending to other instances of terrorism (Ahmed and Lynch,
2021). Two decades after 9/11, the field remains quick to react to attacks coming
from jihadi actors, quick to associate terrorism with Islamic actors and remains very
much (CT) solutions focused (Abbas, 2021).

In order to explore this issue further, this research aims to examine the manner of
representation of different terrorisms in the terrorism studies literature. In
particular, it focuses on how jihadi terrorism and far-right terrorism are addressed in
the published research, how both are framed, how the research is justified, what
assumptions are inherent in the research and what this means for how we perceive
the problem of terrorism. This research first investigates the extent to which far-right
terrorism and jihadi terrorism are present in the Terrorism Studies literature in three
journals (Terrorism and political violence, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism and
Critical Studies in Terrorism) in the timeframe 2001-2018, and then explores how far-
right terrorism and jihadi terrorism are understood and represented in this academic

literature.
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In this work, far-right terrorism and jihadi terrorism are considered as two
manifestations of terrorism, and are investigated to demonstrate that the narratives
used to talk about how both are different. As such this research is not preoccupied
with defining terrorism but instead focuses on how it is represented in the literature.
To do so, this project uses a mixed qualitative methods approach, based on rapid
appraisal and on content analysis; the details of the methods and of the methodology

will be provided in depth in chapter 5.

The contribution of this work to the debate in Terrorism Studies

The field of Terrorism Studies is considered to have originated in the 1960s with the
study of counterinsurgency, and in the last decades it underwent a number of
reviews which have pointed to a number of limitations which range from definitional
to methodological issues. Some of these reviews considered the lack of consensus
on the definition of terrorism (Schmid and Jongman, 1988) and, connected to this,
others have highlighted the field’s lack of ‘discipline’ borders (Stampintzky, 2013).
Other reviews focused instead on the affiliation of the contributors, on
methodological issues (Silke, 2001) and on the topic selection (2018). Scholars who
adopted a critical stance towards Terrorism Studies also viewed at the knowledge
production in the field and portrayed the field as in need of a new ontological,
epistemological and ethical basis (Jackson, 2007). Research in the field of Terrorism
Studies comes from different disciplines (among which, for example, psychology,
sociology, media studies, International Relations) and all bring into the debate their

own contribution in the process of knowledge creation, as well as in the inherently
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different research methods involved. However, to date, it seems that even if many
studies looked quantitatively at the field, there is no known study which looks at the
underlying assumptions of the academic output in Terrorism Studies. The present
study seeks to go beyond the mere quantitative description of the field, and to move
forward to a qualitative understanding of the way Terrorism Studies _represents_
terrorism, and fill the research gap. The overall point of the work is not necessarily
to criticise the field, but rather, to try and further its comprehension from a research
stance which takes in consideration its nature as a field at the intersection between
academia and policy to interrogate the literature and investigate on its underlying
assumption. This represents the first point of divergence from the previous reviews
of the field, discussed more in depth in the next chapter, and which have mostly
focused on the guantitative aspects of the publications.
In addition to this connection between academia and policy, this thesis takes
advantage of the nature of the Terrorism Studies field as a research area which has
a broad and multidisciplinary scope, and draws from a number of concepts and
theories. These come from, but are not limited to, International Relations
(securitisation), Sociology (moral panics), Criminology (fear of crime), Psychology
(emotions and fear, group conflict) and Political Science (policy analysis). Therefore,
while this thesis does not result in the formulation of a new theory, it nonetheless
works and threads together diverse disciplines and theoretical approaches. By doing
so, it firstly provides a picture of the field of Terrorism Studies in the aftermath of
9/11, but it also investigates the link between the politics of knowledge and the
politics of fear, and how these cause a cascade effect which have real life implications

in and outside of academia. As will be discussed more in depth in the next chapters,
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this research interrogates the underlying assumptions of the research in Terrorism
Studies, and does so combining two frameworks coming from the field of policy
analysis and the field of psychology: it will merge and re-adapt them to show that
there are a number of routinely accepted ideas around terrorism and these become
manifest not only in the topic selection of the research, but also through the concepts
and frameworks used to investigate the phenomenon of terrorism. Such ideas deal
with who is the terrorist, where terrorism comes from, as well as the causes of
terrorism. Therefore, while this study begins by surveying the academic output in the
field at the quantitative level, it then delves more in depth through the means of
gualitative content analysis, which allows “to systematically transform a large
amount of text into a highly organised and concise summary of key results.”
(Erlingsson and Brysiewicz, 2017: 94) as well as the application of a process of

abstraction to the data collected, and the ideas expressed in the texts analysed.

Finally, this thesis also provided a space and a tool for reflection on the research
process, in two ways: it firstly provides insight into the field of Terrorism Studies, with
a perspective which, as stated above, goes beyond the quantifiable aspect of the
research such number of publications, topic selection, chosen methodology, etc...By
doing so, this work allows for introspection, as the research reveals those knowledge
assumptions that became embedded in academic narratives about terrorism,
especially post 9/11, and underlines how such narratives are different if one
compares far-right terrorism and jihadi terrorism in the literature. Secondly, this
research project looks at the future of the research in Terrorism Studies, and

contributes to the improvement of the field by providing a framework to put

35



reflexivity in the research practice. It allows for an introspection that is not only
oriented towards the past but, crucially, also to future research. This is done through
the formulation of the TeR-BAT, the Terrorism Research-Base Assumption Tool, an
evidence-based framework to reflect on how we think about our research. This is the
final and main contribution of this work, which sees the research process as a
problematising activity and the knowledge produced as not-neutral; by carrying out
research on a topic, the researcher intends the topic as an issue to be investigated,
and this can be seen a particularly true for Terrorism Studies, since the field has been
described as problem focused and solution driven. The TeR-BAT is a framework
which, through a set of questions based on the evidence collected through the
process of creating this thesis, guides the researcher to interrogate their own ideas
about terrorism and the terrorist, and how the research imagines, constructs and
represents them. The utility and use of the TeR-BAT is illustrated in the final chapter
of this work, where it will be discussed at length and applied to this very same piece

of research.

Thesis structure and chapters outline

This thesis is divided in four sections: section one comprises this introduction and
chapters 1-4 that contain a review of the relevant literature. Section two consists of
chapters 5, 6 and 7 which are, respectively, the methodology, the results of the rapid
appraisal and content analysis for the articles on far-right terrorism and the results
for rapid appraisal and content analysis for jihadi terrorism. Section three contains

chapters 8 and 9. Chapter 8 deals with the discussion of the results. Chapter 9, applies
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the Terrorism Research Base Assumption Tool (TeR-BAT), the integrated framework
and tool for researchers created in the context of this research project, and which
emerged from the results of this thesis. This tool allows the researcher to think about
their research in a way that foster the exercise of reflexivity. Section four includes
the conclusion of this thesis, this chapter will sum up the findings but will also
propose future directions for the improvement of the state of the field of terrorism
studies. Section four will also include additional material produced during this

research project in the form of bibliography and appendices.

Chapter 1 is the first chapter of four which review the literature relevant to this
thesis. This chapter focuses on the state of play of Terrorism Studies as a field of
research and discusses the problems that have been highlighted in reviews of the
field at different stages of its development.

Chapter 2 focuses on the process of securitisation and its relationship with jihadi
terrorism in the aftermath of 9/11. Then, the chapter looks at the notion of jihad, its
declination in the form of jihadi terrorism, its relationship with Islam and its presence
in West since before 9/11. Following, this chapter looks at the processes of
securitisation, through which an event -or a group- is cast as an existential threat by
powerful political actors and how this impacts on phenomena such as immigration.
Chapter 3 looks at the criminological literature around fear of crime and applies it to
the fear of terrorism, as well as to its relationship with the construction of the other
as inherently different. Relying on other relevant criminological literature, this
chapter also discussed how terrorism became a moral panic in the aftermath of 9/11,

and Muslims were easily cast as ‘Folk devils’ (Cohen, 1972). Chapter 3 also looks at
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immigration, and how it is often easily cast as a process that ‘imports’ the threat. This
chapter of the thesis also discusses how often the phenomenon of immigration is
represented as threatening and conflated with terrorism, and how this link is
exploited in the application of restrictive anti-immigration policies.

Chapter 4 constitutes the final chapter of this section of literature reviews, and
focuses on how terrorism is framed, especially in the case of far-right and jihadi
terrorism. This chapter also poses the accent on the relationship between knowledge
and power, on the effect of existing power structures and discourses on the
knowledge production and its impact on terrorism research. Finally, this chapter
introduces and provides a justification for the two frameworks used, respectively
from the field of policy analysis and applied psychology, which are at the base of the
Ter-BAT, the integrated framework applied later to this research, in chapter 9.
Chapter 5 is the first chapter of section two of this thesis, it discusses the
methodology and the methods of this research project, which is based on mixed
qualitative methods: a rapid appraisal and a (qualitative) content analysis. The
articles collected from the three journals considered (Terrorism and Political
Violence, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism and Critical Terrorism Studies) were
appraised and input in an Excel dataset which collected their editorial information,
their topic focus and methodology/methods (if present). Following the rapid
appraisal phase, the articles selected from the dataset as having far-right and jihadi
terrorism as their focus were subjected to the content analysis. The content analysis
that gave life to the results of chapters 6 and 7 was carried out with a grounded

approach, where the themes were let emerge from the text as it was analysed.
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Chapter 6 is the first chapter of results, and focuses on the findings emerging from
the rapid appraisal and the content analysis applied to the articles focusing on far-
right (n=41) in the timeframe 2001-2018, in the three journals mentioned above. The
chapter firstly provides a brief overview of the quantitative results emerged from the
rapid appraisal, and then goes in depth in discussing the results of the qualitative
analysis. From the 41 far-right focused analysed, six themes emerged which highlight
the fact that in relation to far-right terrorism the literature is preoccupied mostly
with the role of ideology, the use of communication means and the relationship with
the media, the adaptability and lifespan of groups, the relationship of far-right actors
with mainstream politics, and their grievances and sense of victimhood.

Chapter 7 is the last chapter of section two, and continues the discussion of the
results; it illustrates what emerged from the rapid appraisal and content analysis of
the articles focusing on jihadi terrorism (n=285). What is immediately apparent is
that jihadi terrorism, as already discussed by Schuurman (2019), occupies a
prominent position in the field of terrorism studies. The content analysis resulted in
a high number of codes, emerged during the coding phase through the NVivo
software, therefore the codes have been organised in four overarching themes and
23 themes, with related sub-themes. The four overarching themes emergent from
the articles reveal that when looking at jihadi terrorism the literature is concerned
with the mechanisms through which individuals become involved in terrorism and
looks at them through a lifecycle lens, focusing on those mechanisms which
encourage joining a terrorist group, mechanisms which allow to remain in the group
and legitimise violence and mechanisms which foster the process of leaving. The

literature also conceives jihadi terrorism as a group phenomenon, paying special
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attention to the actors, but also to the leadership, the communication, the strategies
and the values of said actors. In smaller measure, the literature also investigates inter
and intrastate responses to terrorism and finally, it also deals with the construction
and deconstruction of the threat of terrorism through the presentation of critical
perspectives.

Chapter 8 is the first chapter of section three, and is the discussion chapter where
the results of the content analysis for far-right terrorism and jihadi terrorism are
analysed together and combined through a process of compare and contrast. This
process led to the emergence of six key issues in the field of Terrorism Studies which
highlight how far-right terrorism and jihadi terrorism are treated differently. These
six key issues revolve around the ideas of radicalisation and mainstreaming,
individual vs collective attribution of responsibility, the relevance of 9/11 in its impact
on threat perception, the relationship with the media and, finally, the gender
dimension emerging from the representation of women in the literature.

Chapter 9 is the second and final chapter of section three where the six key issues
are distilled in two broad problem areas to which the integrated framework
illustrated in chapter four is then applied. The chapter finally addresses the issues
highlighted in this and the previous chapter and proposes a toolkit for the researcher
to be used as a framework for thinking about the research. The TeR-BAT, introduced
earlier, is here explained. The TeR-BAT is a framework developed to assist the
researcher in thinking about the assumptions that underpin conceptions of
terrorism. The framework is developed based on existing frameworks from social
policy and applied psychology disciplines, and informed by the findings of the data

analysis for this project; it is based on the evidence provided in the previous chapters
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and provide a valuable tools for researchers to reflect in their research practice. This
renders this research project, that is partly based on a review of the field of terrorism
studies, different from the reviews of the field often referenced throughout this
thesis: it looks beyond the issue of definition and the mere categorisation of topics
to look at the construction of the problem of terrorism and provides a tool to assist
researchers and practitioners to do reflexivity in their research.

The conclusion chapter will summarise the findings of this research project with a
focus on