Table 1. Characteristics of participants (measured at 4 months post-colposcopy)
	Total

	n
	%

	Socio-demographic, attitudinal and lifestyle variables
	
	

	Age
	

	
	< 30 years
	153
	36.0

	
	30 – 40 years
	146
	34.4

	
	> 40 years
	126
	29.6

	
	Not stated
	4
	

	Highest level of education completed
	

	
	Third level (e.g. college, university)
	286
	67.5

	
	Primary/secondary
	138
	32.5

	
	Not stated
	5
	

	Employment status
	

	
	Employed (working for an employer or self-employed)
	306
	71.7

	
	Other* 
	121
	28.3

	
	Not stated
	2
	

	Marital status
	

	
	Married/cohabiting
	199
	46.7

	
	Divorced/separated/widowed
	36
	8.5

	
	Single
	191
	44.8

	
	Not stated
	3
	

	Nationality
	

	
	Irish
	386
	90.8

	
	Other
	39
	9.2

	
	Not stated
	4
	

	Have children
	

	
	Yes
	215
	50.6

	
	No
	210
	49.4

	
	Not stated
	4
	

	Pregnant at four-month follow-up
	

	
	Yes
	17
	4.0

	
	No
	410
	96.0

	
	Not stated
	2
	

	Medical card**
	

	
	Full medical card
	103
	24.1

	
	GP card
	15
	3.5

	
	None
	309
	72.4

	
	Not stated
	2
	

	Private health insurance
	

	
	Yes
	207
	48.4

	
	No
	221
	51.6

	
	Not stated
	1
	

	Smoking status
	

	
	Current smoker 
	140
	32.8

	
	Past smoker
	134
	31.4

	
	Never smoked
	153
	35.8

	
	Not stated
	2
	

	Satisfaction with healthcare
	

	
	Mean satisfaction with healthcare
	5.0 (1.1)***
	-

	Ever had an abnormal cervical cytology test result
	

	
	Yes
	247
	58.3

	
	No
	177
	41.7

	
	Not stated
	5
	

	Ever had a colposcopy examination
	

	
	Yes
	89
	20.8

	
	No
	339
	79.2

	
	Not stated
	1
	

	Clinical variables
	

	Referral cytology test result
	

	
	Low grade (Mild dyskaryosis/BNA)
	329
	76.7

	
	High grade (Moderate/severe dyskaryosis)
	95
	22.1

	
	Not available
	5
	1.2

	Colposcopic impression
	

	
	Normal
	114
	26.6

	
	Abnormal
	293
	68.3

	
	Unsatisfactory
	8
	1.9

	
	Not available
	14
	3.3

	Initial management received
	

	
	Colposcopy only
	110
	25.8

	
	Colposcopy plus punch biopsiesa
	241
	56.4

	
	Colposcopy plus LLETZb
	76
	17.8

	
	Not available
	2
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk63237390]Initial colposcopy histology result
	

	
	No CIN 
	65
	15.2

	
	CIN 1
	90
	21.0

	
	CIN 2+
	145
	33.8

	
	No biopsy/result unavailable/colp unsatisfactoryc
	129
	30.1

	Initial management & histology result
	
	

	
	Colposcopy only
	108
	25.2

	
	Colposcopy + biopsyd + no CIN 
	65
	15.2

	
	Colposcopy + biopsyd + CIN1
	90
	21.0

	
	Colposcopy + biopsyd + CIN2+
	145
	33.8

	
	Colposcopy unsatisfactory or histology result unavailable
	21
	4.9


[bookmark: _Hlk64275423]*Unemployed, retired from employment, unable to work, looking after family/home or student. **Those with medical cards are entitled to free family doctor appointments and prescriptions. Those with GP cards are entitled to free family doctor appointments only; ***mean is from possible Likert score of 1-10, completely satisfied = 10. aWomen had 1 or more biopsies taken with their colposcopy, with further procedures dependant on biopsy findings.bWomen had colposcopy and were managed by immediate treatment (Large Loop Excision of the Transformation Zone (LLETZ)).cPredominately women who had a normal transformation zone at colposcopy so no biopsy was performed.dBiopsy includes punch biopsy or LLETZ.










Table 2. Mean HRQoL as measured by the EQ-5D-3L by HRQoL status and socio-demographic and clinical/ characteristics, at 4, 8, and 12 months post colposcopy 
	
	Four months post-colposcopy
	
	Eight months post-colposcopy
	
	Twelve months post-colposcopy

	Variable* 
	Mean
	SD
	n
	
	Mean
	SD
	n
	
	Mean
	SD
	n

	Mean overall HRQoL
	0.90
	0.16
	415
	
	0.89
	0.16
	318
	
	0.89
	0.14
	276

	HRQoL status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High
	0.94
	0.07
	340
	
	0.95
	0.07
	261
	
	0.95
	0.08
	226

	Low**
	0.64
	0.20
	75
	
	0.64
	0.16
	57
	
	0.67
	0.15
	50

	Highest level of education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Primary/secondary
	0.87
	0.19
	134
	
	0.88
	0.16
	100
	
	0.88
	0.13
	90

	Tertiary
	0.92
	0.15
	276
	
	0.91
	0.16
	214
	
	0.91
	0.15
	184

	Employment status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employed
	0.92
	0.13
	297
	
	0.90
	0.16
	224
	
	0.91
	0.14
	198

	Other
	0.86
	0.21
	116
	
	0.89
	0.14
	92
	
	0.87
	0.15
	77

	Marital Status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Married/cohabiting
	0.91
	0.16
	194
	
	0.89
	0.19
	148
	
	0.89
	0.15
	134

	   Separated
	0.86
	0.19
	36
	
	0.90
	0.11
	28
	
	0.85
	0.19
	27

	   Single
	0.91
	0.16
	182
	
	0.92
	0.13
	139
	
	0.92
	0.11
	113

	Medical Card
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Full medical card
	0.83
	0.24
	97
	
	0.85
	0.20
	71
	
	0.85
	0.19
	62

	GP visit card
	0.81
	0.20
	15
	
	0.78
	0.17
	10
	
	0.85
	0.14
	8

	Neither
	0.93
	0.11
	301
	
	0.92
	0.14
	235
	
	0.92
	0.12
	205

	Initial management received

	Colposcopy only
	0.92
	0.16
	107
	
	0.90
	0.15
	80
	
	0.89
	0.14
	76

	Colposcopy plus punch biopsya 
	0.91
	0.15
	232
	
	0.91
	0.15
	179
	
	0.91
	0.14
	150

	Colposcopy plus LLETZb
	0.86
	0.19
	74
	
	0.86
	0.19
	59
	
	0.89
	0.16
	50

	 Initial colposcopy histology result

	CIN1
	0.91
	0.15
	88
	
	0.92
	0.13
	67
	
	0.91
	0.11
	58

	CIN2+
	0.88
	0.18
	139
	
	0.88
	0.20
	107
	
	0.90
	0.14
	85

	No CIN
	0.90
	0.17
	62
	
	0.90
	0.13
	54
	
	0.89
	0.19
	47

	No biopsy/result unavailable/colp unsatisfactoryc 
	0.92
	0.15
	126
	
	0.91
	0.14
	90
	
	0.89
	0.13
	86

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Initial management & histology result
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Colposcopy only
	0.92
	0.16
	105
	
	0.90
	0.15
	78
	
	0.89
	0.14
	75

	   Colp+biopsyd+no CIN
	0.90
	0.17
	62
	
	0.90
	0.13
	54
	
	0.89
	0.19
	47

	   Colp+biopsyd + CIN1
	0.91
	0.15
	88
	
	0.92
	0.13
	67
	
	0.91
	0.11
	58

	   Colp+biopsyd +CIN2+
	0.88
	0.18
	139
	
	0.88
	0.20
	107
	
	0.90
	0.14
	85

	   Colp unsatisfactory or
   hist result unavailable
	0.94
	0.09
	21
	
	0.95
	0.07
	12
	
	0.91
	0.09
	11


*All variables measured at 4 mths post colp except HRQoL which was measured 4, 8 and 12 mths.**We defined low HRQOL as a response of “3” in at least one dimension or an answer of “2” in at least two dimensions of the EQ-5D-3L. aWomen had 1 or more biopsies taken with their colposcopy, with further procedures dependant on biopsy findings. bWomen had colposcopy and were managed by immediate treatment (Large Loop Excision of the Transformation Zone (LLETZ)). cPredominately women who had a normal transformation zone at colposcopy so no biopsy was performed.dBiopsy includes punch biopsy or LLETZ.

Table 3. Univariate analysis of predictors of low health-related quality of life over 12 months post-colposcopy: odds ratios (OR), 95% confidence intervals (CI) and p values
	
	
	
	

	Variable*
	OR
	95% CI
	p-values

	
	
	

	Time point post-colposcopy
	
	

	4 months 
	Ref
	-
	-

	8 months 
	1.11
	0.63-1.97
	0.716

	12 months 
	1.15
	0.63-2.10
	0.646

	Nationality
	
	
	

	Irish
	Ref
	-
	-

	Other
	10.02
	2.49-40.40
	0.001

	Highest level of education
	
	
	

	Primary/secondary
	Ref
	-
	-

	Tertiary
	0.23
	0.10-0.54
	0.001

	Employment
	
	
	

	Employed/self employed
	Ref
	-
	-

	Other
	4.51
	1.18-11.20
	0.001

	Marital status
	
	
	

	Married
	Ref
	-
	-

	Separated/divorced/widowed
	1.48
	0.37-5.91
	0.582

	Single
	0.42
	0.18-0.99
	0.047

	Age group at baseline
	
	
	

	30-40years
	Ref
	-
	-

	<30 years
	0.65
	0.25-1.69
	0.380

	>40 years
	0.69
	0.26-1.81
	0.451

	Children
	
	
	

	No
	Ref
	- 
	-

	Yes 
	3.67
	1.60-8.40
	0.002

	Pregnant time of filling questionnaire 
	
	
	

	No
	Ref
	- 
	-

	Yes
	2.04
	0.27-15.26
	0.486

	Full or GP only medical card
	
	
	

	No
	Ref
	- 
	-

	Yes
	11.56
	4.57-29.28
	<0.001

	Private health insurance 
	
	
	

	No
	Ref
	- 
	-

	Yes
	0.27
	0.12-0.62
	0.002

	Smoking status
	
	

	Current smoker
	Ref
	-
	-

	Past smoker
	0.17
	0.06-0.48
	

	Never smoked
	0.29
	0.11-0.74
	0.001

	Previously had a colposcopy examination
	
	
	

	No
	Ref
	-
	-

	Yes
	0.80
	0.31-2.10
	0.654

	Satisfaction with healthcare**
	
	
	

	Per unit increase
	0.48
	0.33-0.70
	<0.001

	
	
	
	

	Referral cytology test results
	
	
	

	Low grade (Mild dyskaryosis/BNA)
	Ref
	-
	-

	High grade (Moderate/severe dyskaryosis)
	3.54
	1.37-9.15
	0.009

	Colposcopic impression
	
	
	

	Normal
	Ref
	-
	-

	Abnormal
	1.80
	0.72-4.47
	0.205

	Not available
	0.85
	0.11-6.33
	0.874

	Initial management received
	
	
	

	Colposcopy plus punch biopsiesa
	Ref
	-
	-

	Colposcopy only
	1.10
	0.42-2.86
	0.844

	Colposcopy plus LLETZb
	3.87
	1.34-11.21
	0.013

	Initial colposcopy histology result
	
	
	

	CIN1
	Ref
	-
	-

	CIN2+
	1.97
	0.65-5.98
	0.234

	No CIN
	2.24
	0.59-8.44
	0.233

	Initial management & histology result
	
	
	

	Colposcopy only
	Ref
	
	

	Colp + biopsyc + no CIN
	2.07
	 0.59-7.24
	0.256

	Colposcopy + biopsyc + CIN1
	0.94
	 0.29-3.06
	0.919

	Colposcopy + biopsyc + CIN2+
	1.82
	 0.65-5.15
	0.256


[bookmark: _Hlk62466830][bookmark: _Hlk61520982]Ref= reference category (OR=1 by defintition).*All variables measured at 4 mths post colp except HRQoL which was measured 4, 8 and 12 mths.**lower score indicates lower satisfaction with healthcare, Likert scale 1 – 10; completely satisfied = 10. aWomen had 1 or more biopsies taken with their colposcopy, with further procedures dependant on biopsy findings;bWomen had colposcopy and were managed by immediate treatment (Large Loop Excision of the Transformation Zone (LLETZ)).cBiopsy includes punch biopsy or LLETZ.

















Table 4. Multivariable analysis of predictors of low health-related quality of life over 12 months post-colposcopy: odds ratios (OR), 95% confidence intervals (CI) and Wald test p values
	
	
	
	

	Variable*
	Multivariable OR
	95% CI
	Wald test

	
	
	

	Time point post-colposcopy
	
	

	4 months 
	Ref
	-
	

	8 months 
	1.23
	0.69-2.19
	

	12 months 
	1.15
	0.63-2.13
	0.771

	Nationality
	
	
	

	Irish
	Ref
	-
	

	Other
	8.99
	2.35-34.43
	0.001

	Referral cytology
	
	

	Low-grade (Mild dyskaryosis/BNA) 
	Ref
	-
	

	High-grade (Moderate/severe dyskaryosis)
	2.78
	1.08-7.13
	0.034

	Smoking
	
	

	Current smoker
	Ref
	-
	

	Past smoker
	0.20
	0.07-0.58
	

	Never smoked
	0.42
	0.16-1.12
	0.011

	Satisfaction with health care received 
	
	

	Per unit increase**
	0.51
	0.34-0.75
	<0.001


[bookmark: _Hlk61521007]Ref= reference category (OR=1 by definition).* All variables measured at 4 mths post colp except HRQoL which was measured 4, 8 and 12 mths.**lower score indicates lower satisfaction with health care, Likert scale 1 – 10; completely satisfied = 10. 


