Supplementary Table 1: Demographics of patients from whom nodes were collected. 
	Patient ID
	Disease
	Gender
	Age at op
	Age at dx
	Disease duration
	Operation
	Disease behaviour
	Disease location 
	Smoking status
	Antibiotics
	Anti-TNF
	Immuno-suppressants
	Steroids
	5-ASA

	1
	UC
	F
	29
	28
	12
	TC
	N/A
	E3
	Ex
	N
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y

	2
	UC
	F
	26
	19
	87
	TC
	N/A
	E3
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y

	3
	CD
	F
	33
	27
	70
	IC
	B1
	L1
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	5
	UC
	M
	33
	15
	214
	TC
	N/A
	E3
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	6
	UC
	F
	23
	21
	23
	TC
	N/A
	E2
	Ex
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y

	6
	UC
	F
	24
	21
	28
	CP
	N/A
	E2
	Ex
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	7
	UC
	F
	36
	36
	6
	TC
	N/A
	E2
	Ex
	N
	Y
	N
	Y
	N

	7
	UC
	F
	36
	36
	10
	CP
	N/A
	E2
	Ex
	N
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	8
	CD
	M
	39
	38
	10
	IC
	B2
	L1
	Y
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	10
	UC
	F
	26
	24
	17
	CP
	N/A
	E2
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	11
	CD
	M
	38
	37
	2
	IC
	B3
	L1/L4
	Y
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	N

	12
	UC
	F
	57
	37
	247
	CP
	N/A
	E3
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	13
	CD
	F
	76
	49
	331
	IC
	B2
	L3
	Ex
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y
	N

	14
	UC
	M
	50
	49
	7
	CP
	N/A
	E3
	Ex
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	15
	CD
	F
	33
	17
	202
	IC
	B3
	L1
	Y
	N
	Y
	N
	Y
	Y


Key: Disease: UC = ulcerative colitis, CD = Crohn’s disease. Gender: M = male, F = female. Operation: TC = total colectomy, IC = ileocolic resection, CP = completion proctectomy. Montreal classification: Disease behaviour: B1 = inflammatory, B2 = stricturing, B3 = penetrating. Disease location: Crohn’s disease - L1 = terminal ileum ± caecum, L2 = colonic, L3 = ileocolic, L4 = upper gastrointestinal tract. Ulcerative colitis - E1 = proctitis, E2 = left-sided colitis, E3 = pan-colitis. Smoking status: Ex = ex-smoker, N = non-smoker, Y = smoker. Antibiotics*: N = no, Y = on antibiotics <5 days prior surgery.  Medications: N = no, Y = yes. *All patients received antibiotics at induction of anaesthesia.


Supplementary Table 2: Species richness in UC and CD MLNs.
	
	UC
	CD
	P value

	Species count
	178
	156
	0.001 (Chi2)

	Chao 1 estimate (Variance)
	183 (29.57)
	237 (195.58)
	N/A

	ACE estimate
	175 - 178
	148 - 156
	N/A
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