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Methodology

Project Overview

Co-operative inquiry highlights the principle of
the equality of voices within the co-authoring Since 2019 social work fieldwork researchers from UCC and Australia have been discussing

process and aims to eliminate inequality in challenges within field education placements both the general scarcity of placements and the
research, where everyone is on equal footing and impact of COVID-19. This led to an invitation for UCC to participate from 2021-2023 in two
all opinions are sought. transnational student-led research projects. The placement environment is a supportive one that
B el o embodies principles of trust-building and learning by doing. In this project, a safe collaborative
facilitate a cohesive group process & enhance online space was created for students and academics to work together, share ideas and
member participation. Agreement is reached on knowledge, and learn collaboratively about the research process. Students on placement in both
the focus of the research. Ireland and Australia worked together to co-write a journal article on a mutually agreed topic.

. Deep reflections and discussion of the research « systems of organisation, and communication were established, and we used Zoom and Google

topic take place. Members bring their opinions and Docs to enable international participation to transcended time and geographical distances
experiences furthering discussions.

The research team becomes immersed in the the design of the project included weekly meetings where trust was established, collaborative
research topic. and collegiate relationships were developed, a shared value base was established, and shared

. The final phase consists of the research team goals were identified

critically reviewing the data and the themes that

Students and academic mentors met weekly online for one hour, with students meeting
have emerged.

o desgned graphic together for a further hour (to ensure the project remained student led) supplemented with
TSI G o e e students receiving a further hour of individual tutorial support

Phase 1: of co-operative inquiry

Establish (Pascoe et al., 2023)
the inquiry

Students set up their own online chat group using social media platforms to stay in touch and
exchange information and ideas between meetings

Phase 4: Phase 2:
Finalise & Collect
present information/

knowledge resources Trust-building with students was established in online meetings using principles and practices
e of engagement including the development of collaborative, collegiate communication,
immersed in scheduling of weekly meetings, sharing roles and responsibilities, and a shared value base.

the inquiry

=8 "we weren't just students and academics,

IHETITUTIONS
(T4

¥, we were all researchers"
peveropment GLIALS Amy, student participant

UCC’s strategic goal to provide "a student-centered, inclusive, and digitally enhanced
learning environment" (Strategic Plan 2023-2028) is exemplified by the transnational
student-led research project. Championing the scholarship of teaching and learning where
power is shared equally throughout the research process. The authors believe the project
design can be replicated and developed to help transform ways of teaching and doing
practice research. To develop and thrive they will require the support of academics,
researchers, professional staff and organizational funding. The authors hope this poster
will help promote creative teaching and learning practices in the field and classroom and
foster positive attitudes toward the use of co-operative inquiry in research.
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