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Introduction 

The invitation 10 give the third Groom I louse lecture gave me both lhc opponuni1y and ~ic 
necessary incemive 10 inves1iga1e as 1horoughly as I could a figure who had intrigued me for 
some time. Who. really. was he? When, if at all , did he live? Wlm. If anything. did he do? 
But, though I have managed 10 a,•oid 1hc issue in lhe ti1le. I am forced. at the very outset. 10 
beg a fundamental question by calling the subject of my enquiry. if only for convenience. 
"CuradMl· Boniface" and "he". The imponance of Ibis underlying question will become 
apparent as we proceed. As the traditional saint of the church of R~markie. howevt'r. 
(whether originally single or multiple). he has some daim 10 be considered also patron of 1he 
Black Isle. 
A word of warning is owed potential readers at once. Those who appr03c:h this study in 1hc 

hope or expectation that their questions arc going to be answered. 1holr curios ity sa1isfied and 
fac1ual informa1ion supplied. are bound 10 be disappointed. Tho most 1ha1 I can promise. if l 
have been in any way successful in what l SCI out to do. is that they will be beuer informed. 
al the conclusion, about the nature and extent of the problem. But the problem remains: if there 
is. in an exercise such as this. more than an clcmen1 of fictional detective work. I have. in the 
fina I chapter. no dramatic solU1ion 10 unfold. 
I have not been conccmcd here to play the "devil"s advocate': time may ha\·c played that role 

successfully enough in any case. But, while inclining towards an optimistic view overall, I 
have tried to project a fair and balanced outlook: and I have not hesitated 10 point out what I 
(or others) sec as the weaknesses in the case for n positive interpretation of the evidence. There 
arc, I am afraid, all too many of them. The result. I am aware. is 1hat inconsistencies of appl'03ch 
or trcatmcni may have crept into my 1ox1 unnoticed from time 10 1imo: if so. I can only hope 
that they arc neither too numerous nor too serious. 

I cannot c laim. therefore. to have contributed anything new or revolutionary to the study of 
SLCutad4n·Boniface: I have failed 10 ligh1ro significa.ntly the darkness th31 Still s urrounds 
him. I do think. however. that I may justifiably claim to have dooc two things. 1he first is that. 
by bringing together and examining all the categories of evidence and all the information they 
conaain (so far as I could find). I have produced a more comprehensive and detailed survey 
than has been auempted hitheno; and therefore. perhaps, opened up a new perspective that 
may prove helpfu l in the longer term. The second is that I have succeeded (1hoogh I cannOI 
really claim muc:h credit for following u11 documentary references that seem to have anractcd 
liulc previous auention ·and none for having them drawn 10 my auentionl in pushing 1hc 
native tradition of oursaint back to the twelfth cenlury. This may improve the situation a liule. 
though. as so often in early Soonish history. we seem thereby 10 be taken to 1hc thrcl'hold of 



lhe unknown, only 10 be unceremoniously leh 1here. 
Hagiography is a special kind of li1cra1Ure. Saims' lives (scarcely biography in the sense tha1 

we unders1and tha1 term) and other traditions of sa.ints · certainly wriucn and perhaps oral too 
• whatever 1hey say 1hat is s1range. surprising or incredible to the modem western mind, 
however incomprehensible or uncomfonablc their outlook generally seems 10 us now. must 
be treated with due respecl as a literary genre in their own righl: one thal was increasingly 
popular and importani from la1e Roman tiimcs throughout the middle ages. Whatever use 
his1orians and archaeologists may pu1hagiography10 as a quarry of raw material, it must still 
be ireated with consideration. no1 as failed history or archaeology, but as hagiography. 
l wish LO thank the Sconish Tex1 Socic1y, through its secreiary, Loma Pike, for permission 

to quote vcrba1im from its editions o f Bcll enden's trans lation of Boece's his1ory and 
Dalrymple's translation of Leslie's; and Donal Anderson for redrawing my maps. 



Chapter 1 

Curetan Epscop' 
ln 697. Ado<nnan.' ninth abbo1 of Iona and author of the life of Columba. convened an 
imponant assembly of Irish churchmen at the monastery of Birr in Coun1yOffaly. The primary 
purpose of this assembly was 10 leglsi.te for the protection or non-combatants - women, 
children and clerics - and probably also or church propcny. in time of war or other diSturbancc 
of the peace. Its enactment.• are preserved in a composite 1c1<1, the daling of 1he various pans 
of which is dispu1cd: Cilin Adamndin, "The Law of Adomn6n". This text contains a list of the 
names - ninety one in all - or those whose authority guaran1ood the legislation of the Synod of 
Birr. the first fony those of clerics, so far as Ibey can be identified more or le$$ certainly: the 
second rt!ty ooe (with the same qualification). lho6c of lay magnates. II seems likely tha1 1bc 
list of guarantors. ai least. is a contemporary document or 697. though ii has surrcred from 1he 
a11cn1ions or successive generations or editors. 
The twenty.second name in the list is Curet/Jn (variam, C11irran) epscop. "bishop Curctan·. 

He is immediately preceded by Ceti epscop (no. 21); and followed by Conanrnil mac Conalir(n) 
epscop (oo. 23). Ccti Is probably Cocddi. bishop or Iona. who died in 712. Conamail has 
probably been assigned by an editor, through mistaken identification, the wrong patronymic 
and, poc;sibly. 100. an office that he did not in fact bold: he is. in all likelihood. Conamail mac 
Failbe. who died as abbot or Iona in 710. Thus, if numbers 21 and 23 have been correctly 
identified, Curetan appears in the list between two Sco11ish guarantors - making his own 
Sco11ish provenance a reasonable conclusion. 
TI\cremayhavebeenotbcrclcrical guarantorsof Scouish provenance. or at leas t with Scouish 

connections: Feradaclt hoo Artur (no. 30): and loaiit ecna mac in Gobann and //rain mac 
Samu~/ (nos. 38, 39), They are not, however. rele,·ant to the present disc~on. 
Two secular guanntors should. on the other hand, be noted. The first is Euchu ua Domnnill 

(no. gs). whose kingdom is no t given, but who must be Eochu or Eochuid (Eocbaid(h)) mac 
Domangai.n m. Don1naill Brice. ruling king or Scottish 051 Riaca. He died in 697. after a reign 
or perhaps 1wo to three years: A.O. Anderson o'Uggcstod c.69 5-697.' The second is Bruf de mac 
Den1ef ri Cruitltin1ua11ti (no. 91) - Bruide son oC Dcrilc. King of the PiC!S. "'ho seems to have 
begun his reign in 697 and '"'no died in 706. He was sU<XlCCdcd then by bis belier-known 
brother. Nccht3n (below). 

In Irish calendars, a Curc1an appears at 16 March. In the late eighth century Manyrology or 



Tallagllt. the entry is Curitani sanai episcopi eJ abbatis Ruis Mind Bairend - •of Curi tan holy 
bishop and abbot of R~ Mind Bairrod 0

.• The twelfth century Manyrology of Gorman has 
Curitan. with the note epscop ocus abb Ruiss Meinn - ·curi11n. bishop and abbot of Ross 
Mcioo•.' The seventeenth ccn1ury Manyrology of Donegal has, similarly, Curitan, epscob, 
acus abb Rois Meinn - "Curi tan, Bishop and Abbo1 of Ros·Mcinn'; with the funhcr no1e (I 
omit 1hc Irish 1cxl) • "TI1cC,in Adamntlin states that Curi tan, 1hc Bishop, was one of 1hcsain1s 
who went security to free lho women !of Ireland) from the bondage in which they were".' This 
las1, however, while intcrcs1ingas 1hoopinionof Michael O'Clcry in 1630, has no independent 
value in the context of the prcscn1 enquiry_'• 
The Irish scholar William Reeves idcntified the place-name(s) of these enlties wi1h 

Roscmarl:ic:' as we shall see. Soonish and other later sources associate sain1(s) Bonifacius 
and/or Kiritinus-Querilinus wi1h 16 March a.nd R05Cmarkic. As Reeves observed. lhc lwo 
latter names could represent Curctdn. Bui he appears to have conOated the entries of Tallag/11 
and Gonnan, giving the reading "Ruis mic Baireod' (?)of the seventeenth century abstract of 
Tallaght (rather than "Ruis Mind Baircnd', wilh the Book of t.cinster) and suggesting 1h11 
"Ros mBaircino' would more nearly ag.ree with the Scotch form'. And referring 10 lhe form 
"Ros-mein'. which he aLLributes only 10 Donegal, he concedes 1ha1 "there is clearly some 
unocnainty as 10 the exae1 name•. He is. moreover, doubtful, with regard 10 Donegal's no1c, 
1ha1 1hc Curctan of 16 March is he of Birr, ralher than Cairitan of Druimlara (7 March). or 
Curium of Cillmordithruibh (9 August). Noting the name among the guarantors of Clio 
Adomnain of Bruide son of Dcrile, he objects: "Bui S.Boniface's Acts state lhal •Ncctanius 
rcx Pictorum• was his (i.e .• Boniface's) comemponuy and benefactor. Tbe former (Bruidc) 
died in 706. the lauer (Ncch1in) in 621 ". I am not sure that I understand this objeclioo. in view 
of lhc fact that Bruidc was succeeded in 706 by a brother named Ncchlin. Later tnditioo, 
however. as we shall see. identified St.Boniface with one oroiher of popes Boniface Ill (607). 
or Donifacc IV (608-15).' Clearly. this problem canno1 be resolved with certafoty. Tho safest 
course, it seems 10 me, is to accept the faca tha1. on the available evidence, Ros Mind (Mic?) 
8airend and Ros(s) Mcinn cannot be cqua1ed with Roscmarkie. Bolh names, or one or oihcr 
of them, may indeed refer 10 RoS-Omarkie; but, in that case. an earlier specific clemcn1 has 
apparcnlly bceo replaced by a later one, at some unrecorded period, bu1 presumably before the 
early 1welf1h century. (For an alternative possibility. see f00tno10 13.) On the Other hand. the 
Irish names. either or bolh. may refer 10 a place or places elsewhere in Scotland· Rcstcnncth 
(below) is also a ros-oame" • or 10 ooe °" more places in Ireland: Ni Dhonncludha draws 
111en1ion 10 Cell Cuirid4in, Kilcrodaun, parish and barony of Moyana. County Clare. 
The name Roscmarkie shows great consiStency lhrougllout ils recorded his1ory • and ca51s 

no ligh1 oo the mauer in question. The following hislorical forms and da1cs arc taken from 
the Origines Parochiales Scotiac:" (Macbe1h) Rosmarkcnsis episcopus I I 24-28:11 

Rosmarkyn 1224. 12'26 (church or S1.Pc1er of R.), 1227; Rosmarc <sic) 1255; Rosmorkyne 
1338: Rosmarkyng 1420: Roismarkie 1455, 1612: Ros(e)marky 15l0, 1529, 1554, 1557. 
1561-66. 1576. c. 1578. 1640: Rosmcrky 1546, 1563, 1561-66; Roismerky l549: R~merlde 

• 



1553, 1561-66: Rosmerkyoe 1524: Rosmerkin. Ro;;markin(e) 1561-66, 1568: Ros(e)markny 
1567. 1574-76: Roismarkne 1578: Roismerkie 1580; Roscmarkic 1580. 1592. 1621, c.1640. 
1655. 1661: Rosmarkie 1578, 1584. 1619, c.1640. 1649. W.J. Watson gave 01e Gaelic as 
Ros-maircnidh or Ros-marcanaidh: also Ros-mharcanaidh: in Book of Clanranald. 
Ros·mhaircni: referring 1he specific element, a stream name. 10 mare. "horse". he su5gesicd 
!hat the whole name means "point of the horse-bum" (ros, "cape, poi111". or "wood").' 
Jn his earlier work. Watson had noted Reeves' identification i.n a footnote wilhout comment 

(p.128). By 1926 and wilh the local commcmoratiQns of a saint Curad!n (below) in mind. he 
had cautiously accepted !he cquatioo of "Ross Mcinn•. "Ross Maic-Mcod Bairend" with 
Rosemarkic (p.315). A.0.Anderson, however. was doublful.1' Earlier. the historian W.F. 
Skene had incorporated Reeves' identification into his historical reconstruction of !he 
Boniface-Kiritinus legcnd(s) (below)." 

*Jn a 1ract preserved in M.'1.Rawlioson 480 in the Bodlcian Library. Oxford. ent itled "De 
Quibusdam Episcopis" and compiled in 1665 or 1666. !he Irish scholar Dubhaltach Mac 
Firbhisigh undcnook to give "brief memorials here of certain Bishops of Erinn. for whom 
episcopal sees are no1 now reckoned: although they were reckoned in !heir own times and 
sees". He lists under "Ros-Bairenn". "Cuiritan (no) Ciriaccpscopagus ab Ruis menn. no Ruis 
bairenn. Marta 16"- "Cuiritan. or Ciriac. bishop and abbot of Ros-mcnn. or Ros-Baircnn. 
March 16". Sec D.H. Kelly. ed .. Of Certain Bishop$ of Erinn ... by Dudley McFirbis, Dublin 
1869, 46-7. Kelly does not aucmpt 10 identify "Ros· Ba ircnn". 1 doubt. however. lha1 this tracl 
has value as evidence here independent of lha1 of the martyrologics, with which Mac Firbhisigh 
was presumably familiar. "Curiacae" appears amoog the non-Irish sainls under 16 March: and 
"Ciriacae" among !he non-Irish saints under I 7 March. in !he Manyrology of Tal laghl - A. 
O'Sullivan, ed .. The Book oflcirtSter. Vol. VI. Dublin. 1983.1606-7. Whal is probably more 
to the point here. !he first two entries for 16 Marcil in the Martyrology o f Gorman (sec n.5) 
are "Curitan is Ciriac". "Curirnn and Cyriacus". Sec also D.H. Kelly in Proceedings of the 
Roya/Irish Academy 9 (1867). 182-90. esp. 188-90. 

Footnotes and references: Chapter I 
The first citation of a work below. book orjoumal aniclc. contains full bibliographical details. 
Thereafter !he same work is referred to in abbreviated. but (ii is hoped) recognisable form. 
111us. a bibliography is buih into the system of references. 

I. In this section. much of what l have 10 say is based on a paper by Mairin Ni Dhonnchadha. 
"The Guarantor Lisi of C6i11 Adomnain, 697." Peritia 1 (1982). 178- 215. 

' 



2. For 1 brief account of Adomnln. see A.O. and M.0.AndcrsQn, eds., Adomnan 's Life of 
Columbo, Edinburgh 1961, 92-8. 

3. A.0.Andcrson. Early Sources of Scouislr History, A. D.500 to 1286, Edinburgh 1922 (2 
vols.), I, cx:ii, C>co<ii. 205. 

4. 77re Martyrolow ofTallaght. ed. R.I.Bes1 and HJ .Lawlor. London 1931 (Henry Bradshaw 
Society, Vol. 68), 24: the reading or the 12th ccntu.ry Book of Lcioster (vol.VJ, ed. A. 
O'Sullivan. Dublin 1983. 1606). The 17th century abstract (from a Brussels MS) of the 
Martyrology of Tallaght has, under 16 March, "Curitani Eps. ocus Abb. Ruis mic Baircnd" 
according to M.Kelly. ed.. Calendar of Irish Saints: The Martyrology o/Tallilgh. Dublin 
1857, xviii. See also Anderson. Early Sources. I. xci. 

S. The Marryrology of Gorman. ed. W .Stokes, London 1895 (Henry Bradshaw Society, 
Vol.9). 56-7. 

6. The Manyrology of Donegal. eds., J .H.Todd and W.Rccvcs, Dublin (Irish Archaeological 
and Celtic Society) 1864. 76-7. 

7. For a brief discussion of the early Irish manyrologies. sec K.Hughes. Early Christian 
Ireland: Introduction to the Sources, Cambridge 1972. 205-10. See also A.0.Andcrson. 
Early Sources, I. Iii (Donegal), Ix (Gorman), xci (Tallaghl). 

8. W.Rceves. "On the CCII-de. commooi ly called Culdees•. Transactions of the Royal Irish 
Academy, 24 (Antiquities). Dublin IS.73. 119-263. esp.162·64. Sec also E.Hogan, 
Onomasticon Goedelicum (Dublin 1910). 584 (ros mbaircind. CollowingSkene). 587 (ros 
mac(mic) baircnd. ros mcinn, ros mic baircend, res mind bairend). 

9. Irish annals record the death 11? 621 of Ncchtln, Cano's son. who may be the "Nectu, 
grandson of Uerd" or "Uerb". to whom the Pictlsh regnal·lists assign a reign of twenty 
years at this time • perhaps 601 to 621. Either he or his predec;essor. Gartnait, may have 
founded the church or Abernethy. See Anderson. Early Sources, I, cxxiv, 121·22. 145. 
Anderson refers the legend or St.Boniface in the Aberdeen Breviary to pope Boniface IV 
and thus 10 the reign of this Necht!n, explicitly rejecting Skcne's scuing of it in the reign 
of NcchtAn, son of Derile (145). On the other hand, in the con1cx1 of the death of Srude. 
son of Derile, in 706. he apparently identifies the "Ncctauius King of the Picts" of the 
legend or Kiritinus in tho Acta Sanc/orum with NechtAn, son of Dcrile, suggesting that 
NochtAn' s baptism by Klritinus might be dated 706-10 (n.3. p.211 ). Anderson may. i.n fact, 
have regarded the legends of Boniface and Kiritinus as originally separate (below). 

10.Rostinoch etc.. the specific clement probably from Old Irish tene "fire". gcn. tencd, later 
teineJJdh, as Tennet of Glen Tcnnct in Angus. "the stream name Teinntidh" and, probably. 
Tynct or Tynoi. a StrCam in &nffshire: W J.Watson, History of the Celtic Pla~-Namcs 
of Scotland, Edinburgh and Londooi 1926. 475. 

11. Origin cs Parochiales Scotine. ed. C.lnncs:, 3 vols., Ed in burgh 1851 ·SS. vol.2, pan 2 (1855). 
567-92. 843-5. 

12.Actually 1127 x 11 3 1: see 1.0.Cowan and D.E.Easson, Medieval Religious Houses in 
Scotland. 2 ed., London 1976. 207: J.Dowden. The Bishops of Scotland. Glasgow 1912 . 

• 



209. A late 12th century form. Rosmarcin, is given by Roger de Hovcdcn. c. 1201, with 
reference to the year 1195 (below). Cf.also Rosmarkine(n)scm cpiscopum 1161. 
Rosmarldn. Rosmarkis ll95: • Chronica de Mailros. ed. J.Stevcnson. Edinburgh 1835 
<Bannatync Club, no.49). 78, 102. 

13. W .J. WatSon, Place-NQmes of Ross and Cromarty. Inverness 1904. 128. Sec also Watson 
1926 (as n.10 above), 441, 496. 

A possible alternative explanation for the apparent djsag.reement between 1he 
placc·name(s) or the Irish martyrologies - if they are relevant here • and the name 
'Rosemarkie'. is as fol lows. The name(s) recorded in 1he Irish sources denoted some other. 
perhaps more general attribute or lhe ros • Chanonry Ness • as a whole, whereas 
'Roscmarkie" denoted specifically the site of the church settlement beside lhe mouth of 
the Roscmarkie Bum. The place-name "Fon~ose• may have had similarly restricted 
application: see Watson 1904 (as above), 128-9. In this case, the diHerent names could 
have co-existed for a long time. Os there a funher possibility that, because or the early 
ecclesiastical imponance of the loca lity. Chanonry Ness is in fact the ros from which 
eventually diocese. earldom aod county took their name? But er. Watson. ibid .. xxj). 

14.Ear(y Sources, I, 202. 
15. W.F.Skroe, Celtic Scotland, 3 vols .. Edinburgh 1876-80, vol.2 (1877), 229-32. 



Chapter 2 

Bonifacius-Kiritinus: Queritinus 
As I mentioned earlier. Scottish and other Late sources. especially calendars. notice a saint (or 
saints) h•ving these names under 16 March. These sources are sometimes not easy to follow 
and afford numerous opportunities for confusion - which l can by no means always resolve. 
So the best procedure. ii seems tome, is to present each document and to discuss it individually; 
tl1en to try to draw them all together in a mo re r,encral discussion at the end. Where the original 
is in Latin, l have made my own translations. • 

A. The entry in the Acta Sa11c1orum: J.Bollandus, Acta Sanc1orum Mt1rtii, vol.11, Antwerp 
1668. 449. 

"16 March. Concerning Saint Bonifacius Kiritinus, Bishop in Scotland. Historical synopsis. 

!."Among the apostolic men, who in the seventh century of Christ illuminated nonhem 
Scot land · then the region of the Picts ·with the sacred doctrine of Christ and witl1 various 
exercises of vinucs and with mir-•cles. is 'Saint Bonifacius the Bishop' surnamed 'Qucritinus' 
by others • Albanus Kiritinus. surnamed Bonifacius': whose acts we have obtained from a 
manuscript codex of Utrecht, but intermingled with several fables: of whom this is a stat­
ement: 'Albanus Kiritinus, surnamed Boniifacius, by nationality an Israelite. of the family of 
Radia. sister of the apostles Peter and Andrew. seventh etc.· TI1e same acts, but altered to some 
extent by the authority of Adam King, were inscned ioto the Breviary of the Church of 
Aberdeen; separated into readings and recited at Matins on 16 March, the day on which he is 
entered in the Martyrology o f Cologne compiled in the year 1490: and in the Clerics' Manual. 
published in 1he same year also at Lubeck : in the German manyrology of Canisius: in the 
general Ca1alogus or Fcrrarius. in these words: 'In Scothrnd Saint Bonifacius. Bishop and 
Confessor'. Hermannus Greuen of Cologne, a Canhusian. in the supplement of Usuardus." 
proposes three separate saints. as it were, in these words: ' In Scolland Bonifacius. Bishop; 
Albanus, Bishop and Confessor: Saint J<i111i1imus' C!'ic). who is called above in the Utrecht 
Act.~.'Kiritinus'. in others 'Queretinus'. In a cenain manuscript manyrology of Utrecht. 
wrillcn two hundred or perhaps three hundred years ago. the followlng is said of him: 'Of 
Niritinus C!'ic) Confessor and his compan ions, whose wonderful ac1s can be read'. In the 



manyrology compiled in English in lhe year 1526 .. Wilfordus begins his eulogy as follows: 
'In Scot.land (was kepi) lhe feas1 of Saini Abbanus. also called Saini Kyrynus Csic). His 
surname was Bonifacius, and he is mOS1 commonly called Bonifacius': and 1hcreaf1cr many 
derails are insened from lhe AclS referred 10 above. ln a manuscrip1 anlhology of sain1s lhese 
lhings are sel fonh differently: 'In Effordia (Fulda 1 see n .97. below) of Saini Bonifacius 
Bishop and Coofcssor'. Aml artcr othec ma1erial which has been insened in between: 'Also 
of 1he holy Bishops and Confessors Gumbenus and Kirilhimus' (sic), lhc last of these. (known) 
lO others as 'Kirilinus' or 'Quiritinus', is actually 'Saini Bonifacius', also called • Albanus', 
because he lived in Ilic Pietisb region of Albion. 

2. "David Camerarius in his Scottish Calendar pays him this tribute of praise: 'Saint Bonifacius 
Bishop of Ross. whose purity of soul, innocence oJ lifo, love or lhe salvation of others, led 
him to leave l!aly for Sco1Jand, in order, namely, lllal the Scoiush Church mighl conform 10 
that of Rome in every respccl, even in exlcmal 11Sagcs: for which purpose he 1ravelled lo 
various placcs of thal kingdom and selected for :himself the province of Ross: and in ilS 
principal city, named Rosemarkie, he carried out the duties of bishop for many years. earning 
considerable renown for his sanclity and glory for his miracles. Having succcssfully 
accomplished this. he devoutly bowed to fa le aboul ·me year or Christ 630'. Thomas Demps1er 
io his Scouish Calendar has the following: ·Al Roscmarlde in lhe Meams" 1he feaSt of 
Bonifacius Bishop o[ Ross. who. aJ1cr layi.ng aside lhe supreme pontifica1e, travel led wi1h 
du1iful diligence over all Scotland. preaching and celebrating the sacred mysteries'. 'l11e same 
Dempster in his Ecclesias1icaJ Hislory of lhe Scouish People. chapter 131. compiled various 
items of inJonnation conccming 'Saini Bonifacius Queritinus'. 'having decided !hat he was 
an apostolic legate ra1hcr lhan supreme pon1iff'; following Hector Bocce, who in Book 3 of 
bis History of the ScolS wriles lhal 'he was senl as. legate by the Roman pontiff, and for lhat 
reason believed 10 be pope by the uneducated people'. We append the rest of Hector's 
s1atcmcn1 purged of very many fables: and ii is of such a kind. 

3. '"When lhc venerable bishop Bonifacius Querilinus came on his way from Italy wilh a 
company of pious men, he was carried in a boat into 1he Finh of Tay, 10 1he moul11of1hc liltlc 
river, which now separates the db'lric1 of Gowrie rrom Angus and first la.oded ... (He was) a 
ma.n of remarkable piety, and exceedingly learned in sacred scripmre (and) has been brought 
down lo our umes by means of many signs. For in 1hc place where he landed, he buih from 
lhe foundations a Church 10 be dedicated 10 Blessed Peler, Christ's apos1le. From lhere he set 
off 10 preach a1 lhe village of Tellein (Tealing). 1hrce miles from A.19

, and founded anolhcr 
church dedica1ed 10 the name of me same apostle: (he founded) a third a1 ReslenncLh, now a 
monastery of lbe canons of 1hc Blessed Auguslineo. HaviJlg stayed there some years. 1ha1 he 
might thereby s1reoglhen in sound docirine me people who nocked 10 him with very frequem 
discourses: he penetrated 1heres1 of Angus. Mearns, Mar. Buchan. Strathbogie (?) and Moray. 
instrucung lhe pagan nations in the doclrine of Christ: and founding and consccra1ing qui1ea 
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few churches. in various places of ~iose regions. in honour of the apostle Pe1er. At las1. 
however. he wcm also to Ross, where having stayed Lo the end of his life, many and pious 
labours having been expended for the cullivatfon of true piety. eminent in sanctity and learning, 
happily rendering his soul 10 God, he lef1 his body 10 be buried at Ro.emarkic'. John Leslie, 
Bishop of Ross. book 4 concerning tbc deeds of the ScoL~ in (the reign oO Eugenius TV. Slst 
king. has this: 'Under Eugenius the most noly bishop Bonifacius came 10 Scotland: by whose 
labour lhe people had been iUumina1ed by ·lhe ligh1 of Christ, after all darkness of s uperstition 
and Pelagian etror had been dispelled. and various churches had been plan1ed and buih to 
various saints; he was buried a1 the vii lage of Roscmarkio in lhe territory o f Ross' . He then 
asscns that king Eugenius died in the year of Christ 620. 

4. "To lhis we add a few things sclec1ed from the manuscrip1 Ac1s of Utrech1, in which he is 
called 'Kiri1inus'. These are as follows: 'Then Nec1auius King of the Pic1s i.nspired by thcwiJI 
of God. was baptized. and he gave the place of 1he baptistery to Saini Kiritinus with its entire 
province. to be administered by the pilgrim servancs of Christ. free Crom any dependence ever 
after. And after receiving a blessing lhe king returned to bis coun . And Saint Kiritinus bearing 
with him many relics of the apostles and manyrs and 01her saints, founded a church at the 
mouth of the river Gobriat in Pictland, and consecrated it. And he evangelised ihe Picts and 
Scots for sixty years, and built a splendid church in Roscmarkic. Herc the saint of the Lotd 
Kiri ti nus p¢orme<! ~postolic miracles. enlighumed the blind, cleansed 1hc leprous, made the 
deaf hear, the dumb speak. put demons to flight: he raised seven dead, redeemed many 
captives; be buiJt one hundred and fifty churches. convened thiny six thousand people to the 
faith of Christ. At last, when he had completed eighty years of his life, three monlhs and 
seventeen days.'° he depancd to the Lord on 16 March, and was buried in the same city in the 
church of Saint Peter before the al tat. where he shines fonh in daily signs and miracles'. There 
(we find) almost the same things as are related in the Aberdeen Breviary. For the rest. the 
places mentioned above can be easily identified from adjoining provinces situated in nonhem 
Scoiland". 

This is not a coherent account, so much as a commentary on vari.ous sources. The first section 
above reflects a degree of confusion and uncenaimy. made more perplexing for the modem 
reader by the faulty Ltansmission of the name Kiritinus· Queri1im1s. 11 conflation or two or 
more individuals has occurred, it seems not to be a rccem development: but doubt remains as 
to whether one. two or even three saints l8te in question. Leaving aside for the present the 
problem (which underlies. of course. much or this enquiry) of the identity or otherwise of 
Boniface and Kiritinus. it seems advisablc:at this point to try to clear some ground by tackling 
Albanus·Ab/Janus. 

In the English Manyrology or 1526, in the • Addicyons· for 16 March,21 Richard Whytford 
has the following: "lo scotlond ye feeSI of saynt Abbane, called also saynt Kyryne. whose 
symame was Boniface: and thcrfore of many called saynt Boo if ace. borne in ye coumree of 



galilee at belhsayda arid by nacyon a ·icwc (1cw); and ordered a bysshop by saynt lohn patriarke 
of Jerusalem. and after he was a grete pylgrym vnto all the places where Chryi.1 had ben. and 
than 10 Rome by reuelacyon. and from thens to scotlond where he conucned the kynge and 
lhe countree; and afler he went in to ye out yles. where he buylded .C. (100) chirches and 
conuertcd of the people vnto Chryst .XXXVl.M. (36.000); and reysed .vii. pcrsones from dcth. 
and he made ye def c to here. the blynde 10 sc, ye lame 10 go: and he ca SI out wycked spiryles 
with many oiher myracles. and he lyued vnto the :age of .C. yeres and moo.· 
Wh)llford docs not identify "sayol Abbane" with the Irish saint Abb3n; and such was probably 

not his intention. But Bishop Forbes of Brochin did suggest this identifiC3tion, even 10 the 
extent of sat;ing that the "Ros-Mac-Truin" of the life of Abban "seems the same name as 
Rosmarky". Now it is true that one of the two dates assigned 10 St.Abban of Magh Amaide 
in the Irish Calendars is 16 March - the other being 27 October, the date of his death in the 
lives. And it is also true that the Lalin lire of him in the Salamanca codex consistently calls 
him• Albanus• r'•ther than" Abbanus". Furthctmore, he may be commemorated in Knapdale." 
On the other hand. the lives that I have read of Abb3n. Latin and Irish, contain no hint, 1ha1 I 
can detect, of 111r11di1iona I association of this saint with any place in Scotland. Indeed his cull us, 
as reflected in the lives, seems emphatically southern Irish - being located mainly in Leins1cr 
and Mun.ster. so far as I can 1ell. Furthennore. there seems 10 be a distinct possibility that the 
Aboon of the lives is himself a composite rigure." On balance, ii seems most likely 1hat (in 
the present context) "Albanus" is. as Watson observed. "Albanach";" and that the epithet was 
attached in the first place either to Curetan. 10 distinguish him from specifically Irish sainis of 
that name, or 10 Boniface. 10 distinguish him from numerous and often belier-known saints of 
that name. In other words, as the Acta Sanctorum note, he was called• Albanus•, "because he 
lived in the Pictish region or Albion".16 It seems improbable. then, that the Irish Abb3n has 
any part 10 play here; and. in any case. Ross meic Treoin is actually New Ross. oo the River 
Barrow, in County Wexford.,., 
Por discussion of the entry in the Aberdeen Breviary. see below. 
As regards tl1e second and third sections or the en try in the Acta Sanctorum. 1 will discuss 

presently the statements of 1homas Dempster. Hector Boece and John Leslie. It seems that 
the earUest Scouish calendar 10 enter SLBoniracc is that of (New) Fearn: "Bonifacii cpiscopi" 
at 16 March: it is. presumably. a local calendar in origin." J take ii that the Bollandis1s' 
sta.1emen1 (in the first section of the eniry in the Acta Sanctorum) that the en tr)' in the Aberdeen 
Breviary had been altered by the authority of Adam King. actually means that their own copy 
of the Aberdeen Breviary. or a copy accessible to them. had been so annotated. The Aberdeen 
Breviary was originally published at Edinburgh i.n 1509 and 1510." Adam King (who died 
in 1620) published his own calendar al Paris ir> 1588: his entry for 16 March reads: "S. 
Boniface bischopc of ross. send ou1 of Italic in S()()tJ. vndcr king Eugenius 2. (A.O.) 620".» 
David Camcrarius' calendar is contruncd in his book De Scotorum Fortitudin<'. likewise 
published at Paris. in 1631. Theabridgcd versioo given by Forbes has merely. under 16 March, 
"Sancius Bonifacius Rossensis Episcopus• .11 
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At this point, I think that the most interesting thing to note in the founh section is the 
Stream-name Gobriat. Though it does not a)J'pcar to be discussed explicitly by Watson, it seems 
to me, on the face of it, that it may belong 1.0 a group or lrish and Scouish pla~- and stream­
names ending in-ad, -aid. This termination tiasapparently a long hisiory and is not uncommon 
in names of streams." I am not competent to suggest how ancient (or, what may be more crucial 
in the present cootcxt, how recenu such a form might be: but it may be compared with " ... 
(Ecclesiam de) lnuergouerin ... ",in a chaner or Malcolm IV confirming the church of 
lnvergowrie to Scone Abbey, dated 1162 x 20 September ll64." The district of Gowrie is 
Gouerin in the twelhh century geographical tract De Situ Albanie." Watson was inclined to 
refer it to a personal name, that of Gabr:in, King of Dal Riata (c.537- c.559) and father of 
Acdan. It seems, however. that he did n.ot coosider the stream-name to have the same 
etymology. suggesting that it might be derived either fromgobhar, goat, or from WelshgQ(er. 
rill, likeGobhraldh. Gowrie. a tributary of Conon." h may be. then. that the name of the bum. 
originally independent, bas become assimilated to that of the district, because it fonns here 
the eaStem boundary of Gowrie." The form Gobriar may, of course, be well and tru.ly garbled. 
But it need not be: it seems plausible enough linguistically and could scarcely have been 
invcotcd by a late or post-medieva l cont.inemal author or copyist (who had, presumably, oo 
knowledge of insular Celtic languages), save by accident. Is Gobriat (or Gobrai1?) actually 
a pre-twelft.h cen1ury Gaelic name embedded more or less intacl in a seventeenth century 
compilation? If it is. it could have a si&"ificant bearing on t.he antiqui1y and hisiorichy or a 
written tradition concerning Saint. Kiritinus. the bare relics of which may be enshrined in the 
Utrecht MSS. A1 present, however. this mu St remain speculaiion.17 

As we shall see .. t.he place of King NechtAn's baptism is S<lid 10 be Res1enneth in Angus. near 
Forfar. 

B. legend of Saint Bonifacius, from t.he Al>crdcen Breviary (vol.II. Pars Hyema lis, fol. lxix): 
AppendiJ<. no.Vil in Chronicles of the Plcts, Chronicles of the Scots, etc .. ed. W.F.Skcne, 
Ed.inburgh 1867, 421 ·3. 

"Bonifacius. by na1ionali1y an Israelite, was bom or the family of Radia. sis1er of the apostles 
Peter and Andrew. And he had his origin in the village of Bct.hsaicla of the province or Gali lee. 
He succeeded the blessed Pope Gregory in the papal dignity and held office for seven years 
and three monlhs and seven days. For he (the sevent.h man from John (father) of lhe apostles 
Peter and Andrew and sixt.h fromRadia) was filled from childhood with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and in the age of his youth strove to please God and worshipped the true God at the 
palace of celestial life by vinuous acts. In this way he preserved purity of mind and body and 
lived an irreproachable life. 

"Bui in the eighth year of his life he showed himself a keen student of the divine scrip1ures. 
where he round in abundance the 1.ruc wisdom of the word: and he leaml various languages 
from every race and spoke lhcm correctly. He was ordained 10 the episcopate18 by John 
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Bishop" and Pauiarch of Jerusalem in only the thirty-sixth year of his life. where he afterwards 
followed the life and ways of the most holy apostle Peter. 

"But on reaching about his fony-sixth year.• when Maurice reigned as Empero< of the 
Romans. he came lO Rome. where after some time be was appointed bishop and cardinal: 
afterwards by choice of all the cardinals and by the providence of the Holy Spirit of the most 
high God himself, in the fortieth yea~ or his life he was raised to the papacy by divine 
providence. From this time he enjoined (the recitation of) certain canonical hours and the 
pcrlonmancc of a numberoC other acts or divine worship in the church of God: he duly and in 
lcg11I Corm drew up constitutions and beneficial methods of praying and speaking. 

"Finally be privately called back cenain .. of his brothers into his chapel that from there he 
might rcvc.l io them the sccreis of his hcan. Speaking thus: "My brothers in our Lord Jesus 
Chrisi." belief in whom is professed everywhere: from the time ''"hen we left our ancestral 
homes. for love of the same God and of those peoples who (dwell) beyond the bo1mds of 
Europe as Car as the northem regions. we ~ve determined to be pilgrims within the bounds 
of the world fora shon time". They said to him in reply.'' 'Send thither religious and judicious 
men to that pan. just as the blessed Celestine and Gregory your predecessors gave originally 
to the same (peoples) Palladius. Patrick and Augustine.· 
"So Saini Boniface answered saying, 'We have asked our almighty God through Saint Peter: 

as through his mcrit we have deserved to receive this grace of pilgrimage. by whom it was 
entrusted in the world to the Apostle Paul to proclaim the word of God to those in Europe (?l.'J 
whenoc by his grace we have of(crcd the sacririce o( the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
ChriSI upon this altar. that the same thing might be enllUS1ed to us by the same (God). which 
indeed has been recently revealed to us for cetlain in an angelic vision through Safot Pete.', 
and continually persevering in prayer until now I have been sircngthcncd by the same vision.• 
And they all said to ltlm: 'May God grant you according to your hcan and may he confirm all 
your deliberation in good. ... 

"When this was finished he said 10 them in conclusion.'' 'May you bo blessed by the Lord 
who made heaven and earth".•• But as they prayed for and blessed cachother. he took leave or 
them 1herc with God's blessing: and when everything required for the journey had been got 
ready. he shortly aCterwards left for Rome.'' And as he embarked upon his journey." there 
arose among his brcthrco and the people of the whole city of Rome a very anguished cry and 
considerable grief and with deepest lamentation they said, •Ah. most holy father, why are )'OU 

abandoning us orphans": and as they were saying this. he blessed them and went away. 
•As this same {Boniface) bad undertaken this journey. Bonifandus. .. Bcncdictus. Servandus. 

Pensandus. Bcnevolus. Madianus (and) Principuus (or Prccipuus?l. bi~ps and vcry devout 
men, followed after him dutifully and faithfully; and two noble virgin abbesses, CrcscMtia 
and Triduana; seven pricSts; and seven deacons; seven subdcacons: seven acolytes; seven 
exorcists; seven readers: and seven doorkeepers;'° and a very great multitude of God-fearing 
men and women of either sex. And when the said man of God Boniface had appointed each 
one in due order. they reached Pictland hannoniously alter a favourable journey and a 
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prosperous voyage; bu1 a sign was ~1 fonb by divine pl'Ovidcnce rrom heaven and lhey e&mc 
by lhe Soouish Se& almOSI as far as 1hediStriet of Res1enneth. Approaching lhisdiStriCI humbly, 
lhcy glorified God chan1ing" lhc grea1er litany." 
"h happened meanwhile lhat Ncciaui~' king of lhe Picts. on seeing lhe sign, had come to 

lhis place with his army (and) in seeing (and) wondering at so great a multitude of pilgrims, 
was affected" wilh no Ot'dinary astonishment; bu1 suddenly inspired by lhc grace of the Holy 
Spiri1 lhey (he) received the sacramcnc of baptism in that hour from Blessed Boniface and his 
bishops. wi1h all his magnaccs and omcers. in 1he name or our Lord Jesus Christ. In fact the 
king of those God-fearing men handed over and delivered to Blessed Boniface the place of 
the baptistery in the name or the Holy Trinity." In which place an almost coumless number 
or people were (was) signed wich c.he holy chrism of lhe chriStian failh by the same (Boniface); 
and to instruct them in his raJlh he busied himself in lhc building or churches and or~ holy 
places righc inco old age wich all sane1ity and model of life. 

•Ac lcnglh Blessed Boniface, arcer very many ocher indfoations or miracles, enlighcened lhe 
blind, cleansed che leprous, and made the deaf hear. and chc dumb speak: raised seven dead 
from dcach co life; and ransomed various people from captivity to freedom with his own gifcs. 
He wrote one hundred and fifcy gospel books. and founded as many churches for God. 
(confirmed) as many bishops. and one thouSJ1nd prieSts. And ho convened to lhe faith of Christ 
and bapcised thirty-six chousand men and women. In che cighcy,-founh year or his age, however. 
full of grace and vinue. he departed 10 Christ on 16th March.' 
The text is n0tof chebesl: and Skme. his amanuensis. or his printer. has not improvedmauers. 

I have compared Slcene's transcript with the text of che Abe~ Breviary (lhe facsimile 
edition or 1854). when J have been in doubc. or where I have thought it advisable. I have not. 
however. compared the 1wo cex1s sys1cmalically and in detail. 
Three 1hings about lhe sainc 's legend in lhe Aberdeen Breviary SLand out on fi~ impressions: 

I. He does noc actually roach Pic1land until a late stage in lhc namtive. !hough mucb or die 
earlier narrative is concerned with deliberacions over and preparations for his missionary 
undertaking. 
2. He is only called Boniface. 
3. There is. apan from che mention of Reslenneth. no direct topogniphical decail. (I am not 
concerned here with lhe legend before or outwilh Pictland.) 

Some years ago, Dr.Isabel Henderson, discussing Skene·s historical reconstruction or lhe 
Boniface-Kiritinus legend. argued chat conflation had taken place: lhat. in fact. "che dooblc 
name plays che usual role of serving 1oconna1e two originally independent personalilies• ·in 
chis case Pope Boniface IV and S1.Kiritinus. She maintained chat lhe Aberdeen Breviary 
•preserves the legend of a visit of Bonifacil!J.S IV 10 Pictavia•: since he reigned as pope from 
607 to 614, he was brought into ooniact wilh the Pictish King Ncchcan who reigned al 1ha1 
cime (sec here note 9 above). An orig.inally quice separate legend or Kiritinus (who appears in 
the Manyrology or Tallaghc and might be 1he Curet~n or che Cdin Adamndin), on the other 
hand, involved his meeting with a King Nechlan. possibly Necht4n son t>f Derile. and his death 



a1 Roscmarkie on 16 March. Thus the Utrecht text in the Aaa Sanctorum •reprcsenis the 
auemp1 of some wriler 10 conOa1c the Boniface and Ncchtan s1ory wi1h the !Gritinus and 
Nechllln story and the Boniface-!Gritinus of the 16th March is thereby crea1ed". The Aberdeen 
Breviary, Or.Henderson concluded. enters Boniface at 16 March under the inCluence of this 
conflated tradition, but the legend it relates is actually that of Boniface IV originally, whose 
reast--Oay is 25 May: "if there is any scrap or history in this late legend it is in the Kiri1inus 
as peel of !he story•." 

Or.Hendef'SQ<l was suspicious - and rightly so· of reliance in detail on late sources. especially 
in the absence of demons1rably relevant early (and thus putatively reliable) 1ex1s. Though she 
has, I think. now modiried her more rigorous views in favour of at least a qualified acceptance 
of the his1orical basis of the Boniface-Kiritinus legend,51 her earlier criticism remains in 
principle an example of strictly correc1 melhodological procedure in the face or such material. 

I would offer !he following comments. Jn !he firs1 place - and al the risk of what may seem 
special pleading - the 1ex1 of the Aberdeen Breviary here scarcely inspires confidence in iis 
overall accuracy. I suggest, thcrcrore. 1ha1 reference to Rosemarkie • Ross could have been 
omiucd through carelessness. Similarly. carelessness or an edi1orial desire 10 gloss over 
polential complications in pursuit or at least an appearance of consistency in what is. after all. 
only one calendar entry in a very large work. may have led to the omission or suppression of 
the name Kiritinus in favour of the beuer-knownBonifacius. Bonifacius was. in any case, moSt 
likely the prcfen"ed •ofticial" name. Theseobservadons. however, must be treated as no more 
lh3n suggestions. (I should add that, in the entry for Pope SLBonifacc JV in the Acta Sanctorum 
(AASS May. vol.Vl, Antwerp 1688, 75-7) at 2S. May, I cannot sec anything 10 connect him 
wi1h Boniface-Kiritinus of 16 March). 

Jn !he second place, though, as I have said, !here is no direct topographical detail apan from 
the reference to Restcnneth, a1 least some topographical delllil is reflected by the names of 
some of Boniface's companions. 

l canno1 comment on the significance of the list of names in general. Some of 1he names seem 
10 be paired: Bonifacius and Bonifandus; Benedictus and Benevolus: perhaps Servandus and 
Pen.'landus; and the two abbesses. Crescentia and Triduana. Are we to envisage adjacent 
chapels, altars or shrines in Fonrose Cathedral or elsewhere? There seems 10 have been a local 
tradition thai St.Boniface settled in Ross in the company of his rcla1ions: "TI1at 1oune is ancient 
and of gret antiquitie called Rosmarkine. throucb the Reliques of S.Boniface; and decoroo 
Ull'Ouch the Sepulchres, and monumenlis or aide. of his fa1heris .... ,. 
Benedictus is surely commemorate<! in BennctSlfield. G. Baile Bhen11eit, "Bennet · s town• and 

the nearby Clach Bhenneit, "Bennet'sStone" (I) in Avoch parish;'* and in St. Bcnnet's Chapel 
at Navity (2) in Cromarty parish.'" I doubt the equa1ion or Benedict with Bonoc or Bonach. 
a1tribu1ed by MacKinlay to Bishop Forbes.•1 (See Map 2.) 

Forbes and MacKJnlay both 1hough1 that Pensandus was commcmora1cd in Kilspindie in the 
Carse of Gowrie."This seems doub1ful to me. Kilspindie (Errol) is Kynspinedy, Kinspinithin. 
c.125-0; IGlspynde. c.1470: the name occurred also a1 Aberlady in East Lothian." 
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Forbes thoug)1t that Madianus was commem()(llted in St.Madoes. also in the Cllrsc of 
Gowrie." MacKinlay, however. thought that more probably S1.Madocs ' may be attributed 
not to S1.Madianus bu110 St.Modoc". MacKinlay·s Madoc or Modoc is Sl.Maed6c or Fems 
in Coon1y Wexford ... Watson ascribed St.Madocs 10 the saint's name that also appears in 
Kilmadoclc near Callander, "my-Doc's church", i.e .• Docus the Briton. Docus being a 
shoncncd form of Cadoc. .. I suggest that Madianus may be commemorated in St.Maddan"s 
chapel 11 Frcswick (3) in Caithocss: and in St.Madden's Well (4) near Kirkton of Airiie in 
Angus." Modltln occurs as an Irish form of the name or the apostle Mauhew." (See Map 2.) 

From 1.he hagiological point of view. however. probably the most significant of Boniface's 
followers is Triduana. I am not here con<:emcd 10 discus., whe1her or not she was a historical 
personage: her name means "lady of the thll'CC days' fast'. But elsewhere she accompanies to 
Scotland, not St.Boniface. but St.Regulus . who traditionally brought relics and introduced the 
cultus of St. Andrew among the Pieis. The association o r Boniface and Triduana. on theolhcr 
hand, is probably older than and independent of 1ho Aberdeen Breviary. if both arc 
commemon11cd in the island o r Papa Westray in Orkney (below). 

Triduana's name appears under a varie1y of forms: Trcddles,Trcdwall (-welO.Trallew, 
Trallen (Trullen). Tradlins, etc. and (in com position) - tndwcll: the Norse form is Trolllracno. 
Her chief church and shrine were a1 Restaldg (5) near Edinburgh: though a variant version ol 
her legend says that she and her companions were buried at St.Andrews (6). She is also 
commemorated 11 Rescobie (7) in Angus. where the church was dedicated 10 her; in 
Caimtradlin (8) near the church of Kinellar in Aberdeenshire - this chutdl may also have been 
under her invocation: in Kin1radwell. G. Clin Troilo (9). near Bro.a in Sutherland. where there 
was a chapel bearing her name; in Croit Trolla (10) 11 Ballachly in Cailhness. where the 
adjacent chapel and burial ground may haYe been dedicated 10 her too: and. as mentioned 
above, in Papa Westray (11), where her name appears in Tntllyo according to Watson, and 
where S1.Trcdwell's Chapel is close 10 the shore of St.Trcdwcll 's Loch ... (See Map 2.) 
The legend or St.Andrews and the significance of S1.Rcgul11s pose difficult problems." For 

reasons that cannot be discussed in detail here, I believe that the historical events which most 
probably underlie the various versions of 1he legend arc as likely to belong originally to the 
reign of Angus I. king of the Picts (i.e .. somewhere between 729 and 761), as to that of Angus 
1J (?820-34). Topographically, dedications to Regulus seem 10 be widely distributed. but 
mostly contained within an area of eastern Scotland from Fife 10 Aberdccnshire: at St. Andrews 
in Fife: Moniflcth in Angus; St.Cyrus in Kincardincshire: Kcnncthmont and Meikle-Folla 
(Folla Rule). Fyvic. in Aberdeenshire. According 10 the Abcldcc:n Breviary. he was specially 
honoured in St.Andrews and i1S diocese. I!, therefore. Triduana docs link the legends of 
Boniface and Regulus, i1 is worth OOling that lhc commemoration or Regulus at Cromany. 
which is on rccotd in 1561." seems 10 be conspicuously the funhcst north - bringing him, in 
fact, rig/11 into the territory of Boniface-Curad!n. 

h is possible. I think. that. just as Regulus was (or came 10 be) traditionally associated with 
the introduction of 1he cuhus of St.Andrew 10 Pict land. so Boniface-Kiri1inus was especially 
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connected (originally or as the legend developed) with the cuhus of St.Peter and its 
introduction or wider dissemination among the Picts. Admittedly, the association is not as 
explicitly stated as it is in the case of Regulus a.nd Andrew. But the churches said to have been 
founded by Boniface-Kiritinus are all dedicated to St.Peter at a later date, on more or less 
reliable evidence. The point I am making here is not new, but itseemstometo be wonh making 
again. 
S(imon) of St.Peter's in Ross is among the bishops of Scotland addressed by a bull of Pope 

Adrian IV dated 2:1 February 1155. commending to the bishops Roger. archbishop of York 
and enjoining on them obedience lo him as the-ir metropolitan.n This means, at this time, 
Roscmarkic (1). The church of St.Peter of Rcstcnoclh (2) in Angus is on record 1161-2 and 
l189-95.11 This evidence is. of course. of twel:fth century date. not seventh or eighth: in 
ScOlland, few churches have oontcmporary or reliable documentation (except sometimes, one 
may say, certain kinds of sculpture) prior to the twelfth century. In Malcolm !V's chancr. 
however, a number of existing propenies or Restennetb are itemised by name: Restenncth 
itself. "in which the a.foresaid church is bu·ih" and, rive names intervening. Egglcspcther. 
"church of (Saim) Peter' - a name probably Pictish in origin and perhaps as early as the early 
eighth century. Rest.enneth is considered, in fact, a likely site for the church which King 
Nechuin son of Derile undenook to build in honour of St.Peter (sec below) ." TcaHng church 
(3), Angus. was traditionally dedicated to SL Peter - St.Peter's Well is nearby: as was the church 
of lnvcrgowrie (4) or Dargie, a lso in Angus." (See Map I.) 

Finally, two funherpoin1s may be no1ed here. First. the laie 1welflh cen1ury nonhem 11nglish 
chronicler. Roger de Hoveden. provides us with clear evidence, as we shall sec. that already 
by the end of that century a tradition was es1ablishcd at Roscmarkic that Pope St.Boniface IV 
w8'i bu.ried in the cathedral church there. Second, by a chancr dated 20 February 1379/80. 
Walter de Lesly, lord of Ross and Eufame his wife, granted "to the blessed Virgin Mary and 
Saint Boncface. patron of the church of Ross. the whole town of Drwme (Drummarlde ?) ... 
for ever for the sustenance of one chaplain doing divine worship in the chapel of St.Boneface 
adjacent to the town of Roscmarkie, which is caned Cuthyl Curitin ... •7

• There may be some 
doubt as to the reading Cuthyl Curitin, but, if i1 is correct, this chancr seems preuy c learly to 
identify Boniface with Curadin and, if so. is the earlieSt such identification. :;o far as 1 am 
aware. (1 shall suggest below that Cuthyl Curitin is now Kincurdy). So. whether or no1 the 
legend has ultimately a historical basis, we ca.n say with some confidence that some of its ms in 
developments had occurred well before the time of tl1e sixteenth century and later sources in 
which we find it most fully described. 

C. Thomas Dempster. Historia Ecclcsiastica Gcmis Scotorum (Ecclcsias1iea I History of the 
Sconish People), 2nd ed., 2 vols .. Edinburgh 1829 (Bannatyne Club), vol. I. 74-5." 

Saint Bonifacius Queritinus 131. 

,. 



'Concerning Saint Bonifacius Queritinus, and his remarkable deeds among the Soots, the 
words of H.Boece will suffice. from Book JX of his Scottish History, page 172. 'Bonifacius 
Queritinus, a venerable bishop, coming from Italy with a company of pious men, carried in a 
boa.t into the Finh of Tay, 10 the mouth of a little river, which now separates the di51rie1 of 
Gowrie from Angus, first landed. They affinn indeed that this man, having been elected in the 
place or the deceased Gregory the Great, the Roman pontiff, retired after a brief pontificate. 
and crossed over into Albion to strengthen in sacred doctrine the Soots. a people s.ituated in 
the fanhest comer or the world; but that he is not numbered among the popes by the Roman 
writers who write their acts in life and their end. because be had of his own accord renounced 
the most sacred office too soon 10 be able to perform anything wonh recording for posterity, 
while he held the chair of Peter. But whoever he was, whether Boniface the Third, successor 
of Sabinian, who held the office of the Roman pontificate ror scarcely nine months, as some 
suppose. or sent as legate by this pontiff, and for that reason believed to be pope by an Ignorant 
people, a man of remarkable piety, and Cl<ceedingly learned in sacred scripture. has been 
brought down to our times by many signs. For in the place in which he landed. he built a church 
from the foundations lo be dedicated 10 Blessed Peter. Christ's apostle: from there he went on 
his way preaching to Tellein (Tealing). a village three miles from A .. " and founded another 
church consecrated to the name or the same apostle: (he founded) a third at Restcnneth. now 
a monastery of the canons of the Blessed Augustine. After a stay or some years there for the 
purpose of strengthening in sound doctrine by very frequent 5crmons the poople flocking to 
him. he penetrated the rest of Angus. Mearns. Mar, Buchan. S1rathbogie (?) and Moray, 
instructing the pagan nations in the doctrine of Christ and founding and consecrating quite a 
rew churches in various pans of those regions, in honour or the apostle Peter. But he finally 
came to Ross also. There he remained to the end or his life: and after exening much devoted 
efron for the cultivation of true piety, eminent as he was in sanctity and learning, he gave back 
his blessed soul to Heaven and left his body to be buried al Roscmarkie' .79 This (is what) 1ha1 
(writer recorded). Personally I would have thought that he was rather apostolic legate, than 
pon1iff. The anonymous monk of Paisley (?)80

• a writer or Scottish arfairs, mentions (him): 
and John Lesley. in book IV, page 154. He exercised his episcopate in Ross. Concerning this 
apostolic man there was once a tradition, which, besides the unanimous agreement or our 
countrymen, Roger Hoveden also follows (in his) Annals, pan U, pagc427. 'It is said that in 
the cathedral church of the bishopric of Ross. which is ca lled Roscmarkic, Blessed Boniface 
the pope. who was founh rrom Blessed Gregory. was buried.' From this accounl it is 
esiablished that he was Boniface IV, who received the Pantheon as a gift from Phocas Caesar; 
and because it was (the sanctuary) of all the demons, he made (it the sanctuary) or the most 
blessed Virgin and all saints, as the same Hoveden relates concerning him. whose word (i.e., 
Hovcden's) Baronius rega.rds a.s reliable.. He (Boniface) also instituted the foast of all saints, 
as (apan rrom (? Henry of) Huo1ingdon, Hovcdcn, (? William of) Malmesbury, and our 
(historians)), hagiologists are agreed. and among them Platina. Ciaconus, and all. (There is) 
a profound silence. however. among all writers on ecclesiastical matters or our own age and 



ages past. But (the following) are considered to be of this Boniface. from the same (monk oO 
Paisley(?). as they propose: 
Concerning the Prerogative of Peter ........................................ one book. 
Exhonatioo to the &:ots ........................................................... one book. 
Textbook of the Faith. a manuscript once kept at Aberdeen .... one book. 
He had come t0 Scotland in the year 606: or indeed, as others (say) more correctly. 620. He 

is honoured on 16th March. Scottish Breviary". 

Since DempstCf" actually says very lit lie on his own initiative. I give here, in order to further 
the discussion, the translations into Seols of the relevant passages in lhe histories of Hector 
Boece and John Leslie. 

The Chronicles of Sco1/and Compiled by Hector Boece: Translated into Scots by John 
BeUenden 1531 · ed. R.W.Chambers and E.C.Balho (Vol. I), E.C.Batho and H.W.Husbands 
(Vol. D), Edinburgh and London 1938-41 (Scottish Text Society). I. 392-4 (Book 9).11 

"Ane conuencioun was maid in Ergile eftir delh or King Aydane, in thequhilk Kcnnethus 
Keir, son to Convallus afoir rehersit. was maid king, and dcccssit the foune moneth eflir his 
coronacioun. Eftir his deth Eugenius, the foune king of that name. and son to Aydane, wes 
maid king . ... Eugenius ... decessit the xv t.ere of Hlis regnne. 
"Thesamyn tyme Bonifacius Bischop come wilh anecunpany of halymen oute of Italy in the 

moulh of Taye. Sum autouris sayis he was cbosin paip cftir Sanct Gregour, and wilfuJlye 
exonerit him self, sync come amang the Seottis; and lhocht he be nocht novmeril amaog the 
legend of papis, zile wee fynd him ane man of singulair lyffe and dociryne. The place quhair 
he landi1 in Scotland was ececkit be him inane kirk in honour of Sancl Petir Aposlill. Eftir 
this he went to ane toun namyt Tullyne. thre myle Ira Dunde. quhair he rasit ane vther kirk. 
sic like in the name of Sanct Petir. He bcildit cik aoe kirk of Restennath, quhilk is now ane 
Abba ye of Channonis regulair. Efler lhis he come in sindry part is of Scotland. quhairhe prechh 
the wourdis of God, and foundit sindry kirkis in the honour of Sanct Pe1ir. Al last he come in 
Ross, quhair he perseveri1 to the end of his liffe. and wes bcrij1 at Rosmarkcn. The samyn 1yme 
wes the haly bischop Sanct Molok, anc grete prcchourc. and wes beryitt with Sanct Boniface 
... This ilk tymc Paip Boniface dedicat the tempi II of goddis call ii Pantheon in the honoure of 
Mary, the Moder of God, and All Sanctis". 

The Historie of Scotland by Jhooe Leslie, translancd in &ouish by Father James Dalrymple, 
1596, ed. E.G.Cody and W.Murison. 2 vols .. Edinburgh and London 1888·95 (&ouish Text 
Society), I. 235-7 (Book 4)." 

"The 4 Buke. LI-Eugenie llll. Eugenie 4. Aidanis sone, is maid king ... Vndir Eugenie. that 
maisthllly Bischope Boniface, (quha cftir theopiniooeof ourpeple. was Pape. and was bcleiue1 
willinglie 10 haue resignet it) cam out of Jtalie to Scotland: throuch quhais diligcns. quhcn the 
peple throuch the lycht of Otriste was illuminat, maid cleine of al supcrstitione. and Pclagian 
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The Pictisb high cross-slab. 



Map 1 
·n1c named cburcbcs. 
Dedications 10 Curad4n and Boniface. 
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Map2 
Companions of StDoniface 
from the Aberdeen Breviary. 
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Roscmnrkie and environs, showing oomc 1.rnmes 01cn1ioncd in the 1eic1. 
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Fortrose and Chanonry Ne~ ill lb~ Ill!~ lSth ceniury. 

hercsie, and sindric kirkcs 10 sindrie Sanc1es had appoin1cd, in Rosmarkine is he laid. Heir 
lykwysc S.Molokic. a man of mcruellous piclie, rn miracklcs vcrie no1ablc. isarrirmc1 wt him 
10 ly. quhome 1hay say was his mnJTOw (companion), and quhair cvir he 1raucli1. buro him 
cumpanie in al his Jomayes throuch Sco1land. King Eugenic dies, the xv zcir of his Rcygnc 
(A.O. 620) ... " 

In calling the sainl Bonifacius·Queririnus. Dempster is following Bocce. Boccc. on the 01hcr 
hand, was a close associate of William Elphins1ooc, bishop of Abc,rdcen, founder of the 
Universi1y and au1hor o f 1he Breviary or Aberdecn .11 Boccc's rc1en1ion of lhe double name 
may or may no1 have a bearing on my rcserva1ioos (above) rcguding 1he rcliabilily overall of 
the Boniface legend of the Aberdeen Breviary. Bui it is a1 lcas1 in1crcs1ing 10 note. in 1ha1 
con1ex1, that Elphinstooc had been bishop of Ross from 1481 (1hough without forma l 
consecration) un1il his transla1ion 10 Aberdeen in 1483." It may also be no1cd 1ha1 Boccc has 
made some a11emp110 distance S1.Boniface·Queri1inus from Pope Boni face JV. 1hough they 
arc still, for him. contemporaries. 

Dcspilc his sweeping cla im ror the scope or 1hc missionary ac1ivi1y of St.Boni raoc·Qucri1inus 
• "hepenetra1ed 1he rest of Angus. Mearns, Mar, Buchan, S1ra1hbogic (?)and Moray", founding 
churches wherever he w~m in honour of St.Peter - Boccc names in conncc1ion wi1h 1he 
Boniface - Peter traditioo only lnvcrgowrie (implicitly) and (explicit ly) Tcaling, Re.~tcnnc1h 



and Rosemarkie. The bolder claim is based, J suspect. largely if not entirely, on dedications 
to St.Peter known to Boece himself or to bis sources. "Where churches are mentioned in this 
type of lafe legend it is almost cenain tha1 some motive relevant lo the period al which lhe 
legend was wrillen is at worlc. The contemporary affiliations and dedications of the churches 
provided !he hagiographer with material. He can only very rarely, if ever, have had access lo 
independent tradition cooccming foundations and dedications"." White I personally am 
prepared to allow that such access was still open 10 late medieval writers wiih regard to !he 
four named churches here, I am more than willing to concede that Dr.Henderson's stricwres, 
applied as general principles, are en1irely val id so far as the wider and vaguer claims made by 
Boece are concerned. St. Peter's Church al Meigle on the eastern boundary of Perthshire. may 
form a geographical link between the Angus group of Petrine dedlcations and those further 
nonb. Jn the nonh-eas1, the churches of Drumdelgie (S1rathbogie), Fyvie, Gtcnbucket, 
Peterculter and Pe1erhead, in Aberdeenshire; lnveravon and Ruthven, in Banffshire; BelUc. 
Duffus and Essit, in Moray; and Outhit in lnvemeSS·shire. were all apparently dedicated to St. 
Peter." The gra.n1 to !he monas1ery of Deer in Aberdeenshire of the unidentified estate Peu 
Mcic·Gobraig "for lhc eonsccra1ion of a church of Christ and of Peter the apoSLle" in "lhe 
eighth year of the reign of David" (i.e., April I 131/Apri l 1132). appears among !he Gaelic 
notes in the Book of Deer: among the wiln<lsscs is 'Mal-Petair son of Domnall" <Mal-Petir 
mac Domnailn - "servani of St.Peter•."' 

Boece's and Leslie's king Eugenius TV, "sc:>n to (king) Aydane•, •Aidan!$ sone", i.$ ~Big 
Buide, son of Aedan son of Gabran, king of Dal Riata, who died in ?630. alter a reign of 
perhaps fifteen, sixteen. or seventeen years.83 A prophecy of St.Columba concerning the 
succession to Acdao of him and his dcscendJints, instead of one or other of his older brothers, 
is told by Adornnan in his life ofColumba, bk. I, ch. 9." The chronology is doubtless dlctated 
by the identification of St.Boniface with Pope Boniface TV (608-15); and the reign deduced 
accordingly. Dempster gives 606 or 620 as alternative dales for St.Boniface's arrival in 
Scotland, pref erring 620. Both Boece and Leslie state that king Eugenius died in lhe (iftccoth 
year of his reign, Leslie giving the date as 620.',,. (Adam King's Calendar, above. gives 620 
as the date of St.Boniface's journey from Italy to Scotland, •under king Eugenius 2•. 
Camerarius. as quoted by the Bollandists above. says lhal St.Boniface died "about the year of 
Christ 630"). The association of lhe saint with a Scottish, rather than a Pictish. king, is 
presumably equally artificial. But there may be here the faintest hint that the hiSLorical 
contemporaneity, if nothing closer. of bishop Curetan and another F.ochaid king of Dal Riaia, 
co-signatories of the Synod of Birr. has been dimly and confosedly remembered. King 
Eugenius IV. according to the late founeen1h century chronicler John of Fordon, is "son of 
Dongardus, son of Donald Brek" ... This is Eochaid, son of Domangan, son of Domnall Broce, 
guarantor of Cain Adomntiin, who died in 697: see Section I, above, I would not, however, 
press this suggestion too far. 

"Sanct Molok(ie)• is St. Molu6c (Moluag), tradltional founder of the monastery of Lismore, 
in the Firth of Lorn, whose death is entered by Irish annals at c.592.91 He was thus an (older?) 



contemporary of St.Columba. but their relationship. if any, is quite unknown: Lismore was 
not a dependency of Iona. The death in Ross and burial "in great veneration in the church of 
the blessed bishop Boniface. in Rosemarkie" of "Molocus' is recounted also, among other 
details of his life and labours. by the Aberdeen Breviary.•• Clearly, as reflected in the Aberdeen 
Breviary land Manyrology), Boeoe and Leslie. the cult us of St. Molu6c was an important one 
at Rosemarkie by the end of the Middle Ages. Or.Henderson suggests that. if bishop CuriUUl 
was responsible for carrying out the reforms promulgated by King Nechtan son of Derile, 
"Roscmarkie would have been a ~'Uitable northerm centre from which 10 monitor the changes. 
Rosemarkie's associatfon with St.Moluag may be relevant here, for 10 work from a 
traditionally non-Columban foundation would have made Curitan's essentially anti· 
Columban work easier".'} This suggestion is, of course, perfectly possible. But it assumes that 
theconneClion of Roscmarkie with Moluag and Lismore is earlier than the early eighth century: 
that. in other words, Roscrnarkic was an early dependency of Lismore. On geographical 
grounds alone, Lismore must have been closely associated with the Da lriadic kindred of Loam 
(Cenel loaim) and its territory (Lorn)." The genealogy of the eleventh century rulers of 
Moray, given in translation by Anden;on basicallty from the early fifteenth century Book of 
Ballyrnote, makes them descend from Fcrchar Foia or the kindred of Loam. who died c.697." 
If this is so. I suggest that. at the time of the final union of the Picts and Scots under Kenneth 
son of Alpin and his descendants from tho mid ninth century. elements of the kindred of Loam 
moved into the lands around the Moray Finh and esiablished 1hemsclvcs there. bringing IVith 
them. inJer a/ia, their saintS. Of these. one Of the lfflOSt imponant - if Ool the most imponant • 
muSt surely have been Motu6c of Lismore. In this view, the cultus of St.Molu6c would 
probably not have been established at Rosemarkie before the Ian er half of the ninth or the tenth 
century. In the hinterland of the heads of the Moray and Cromany Finhs. there are also Ci// 
Mo·luaig and Croir Mo-luaig at Ballaggan near lnverfarigaig on Loch Ness; and Dabhach 
Mo-luaig. Dochmaluag, in Strathpeffcr.96 

D.Chronica Magisrri Rogeri de Houcdene. ed. W.Stubbs, 4 vols .. London 1868-71, vol. Ill. 
28.4. 

•to the same month of February (February I 195). in the land of the Kingof Scois. died Gregory 
bishop of Ross. Re was succeeded by Reginald called Macer (i.e .. "the Lean• ?), monk of 
Melrose. It is said, moreover. that in the cathedral church of the bishopric of Ross. which is 
called Roscmarkie CRosmarcin). Blessed Boniface. the pope. was buried. who was founh after 
Blessed Gregory. Concerning which Boniface, we find in the ecclesiastical histories. that he 
brought it about that the temple at Rome, which was formerly called the Pantheon. was given 
to tbe church of God by Phocas Caesa r. emperor Qf the Romans: that he also. after banishing 
the filth of demons. dedicated (it) in honou.r of the Blessed Mother of God and Ever· Virgin 
Mary, and All Saints. appoinling that feast to be celebrated each year on the first day of 
November." 



Stubbs believed (op. cit, vol.l, Preface, xxiv) that Roger of Hoveden did not long survive 
the somewhat abrupt termination of his Chronicle in 1201. What we have here, therefore. is a 
contemporary witness that the identi1y of Si.Boniface and Pope Boniface IV was already 
esiablishcd at Rosemarkie by the end of the twelfth ccn1ury . This is sti ll not, of course, valid 
evidence for the Pictish or Picto-Sconish periods. but it does cany us back considerably funhcr 
in time than most of the documents we have been examining hithc.no are able to do. It may be 
observed al this point, moreover, that, although we are probably no nearer a solution of the 
problem posed by the identification of local (?) saint and pope. Hovcden's statement can 
probably be taken as the earliest surviving evidence for the cuhus of a saint called Boniface 
at Rosemarkie. 

Boniface IV was actually third in succe.ssion to Gregory the Great. But the reference 10 his 
conversion of the Roman Pantheon into a church - the first such conversion of a pagan temple 
- confinns that ho is the pope in question here. 91 

The salient points 10 emerge, it seems 10 me. from examination of the documents assembled 
and discussed in Section 2, are as follows. 
The saint is crcdi1ed wilh two name:; - Bonifac.eand Kiri1inus-Queritinus. The laner a1 least 

resembles Curctan; and may, in fact, be the same name. The cultus of a saint called Boniface, 
already identified wilh Pope Boni face IV, is a nested al Roscmarkie by tho end of the Lwelf1h 
century. By the late fourteenth century, BO<niface and CurelAn (Curadan) appear Lo have been 
identified there also. 
Some confirmation of the original identity or Saint Boniface-Kiritinus-Qucritinus and a saint 

Curetfin noticed in Irish calendars - whether or no1 this Curetan is also the guarantor of C6in 
Adomntiin - seems to be provided by the coincidence of feast-day: 16 March. (A11empis. on 
the 01hcr hand, 10 funher this line of argument by equating lhe placc-name(s) of the Irish 
calendars with the name "Rosemarkie" seem fruitless a1 prescn1). 
The churches named, implicitly or explicitly. by various versions of 1he legend, indicate a 

southern and a nonhem sphere of ac1ivi1y of the saint. The sou1hem embraces Res1enneth, 
Tealing and lnvcrgowrie; the northern. Rosemarkie. The imponan1 churches are clearly 
RestcMcth and Rosemarkie. All these churches were dedicated 10 S1.Pe1er a1 some s1age: it 
may be a point in favour of the ul1ima1e historicity of the core of the legend that the churches 
are so dedicated - and no1 to S1.Bonifacc-Kiritinus-Queritinus himself. The distribution of 
ccnain, probable, or possible dedications to companions of St.Boniface listed by the Aberdeen 
Breviary. 10 whom it has been possible here to assign al least 1cn1a1ivc topographical locations 
(see Map 2). reinforces the impression of a basical ly southern and a ba~ically nonhem sphere 
ol ac1ivity. One caMot. however. be confident 1ha1 this distribution stems from earlier 
association with 1he 1radi1ion, rather than later; or. indeed. that grafting of these essentially 

JO 



secondary figures onto lhe Boniracc legend has nOI bcco sugges1cd ~cly by lhe accidenl or 
prior geographical proximil}' or dcdica1ions. 
Al Res1cnneth, lhe sainl is brougbl in10 con1ae1 wilh a king Ncctauius (Neduin}, who is 

baptised !here. Restcnoelh may be lhe sile or lhe Stone church lha1, acoording lo Bede. king 
Nech14n son or Derile told abbol Ceolfrilh he wished to build in lhe Roman style and dcdica1e 
10 S1.Pe1cr (see runher below). 
The various versions or lhe legend con1ain, a pan from the names or churches and dedicalions 

and the names or the bishop and !he king who are lhe protagonis1s in 1hc play. very linle solid 
biographical or olhcr information. In view or !he .likely absence al any s11ge of con1emporary 
or reliable wriuen documentation surricicm 10 have marshalled and disciplined to some ex lent 
lhc collcc1ive memory. this is hardly surprising - !hough. or course. ii inspires no confidcnc:e 
in lhese late legends as they survive. Whclher 0< not !here is ultima1cly a hiStorical core 
embedded in the foundations or the l11er superstnacture. we are. I think. dealing here basically 
wi1h popula.r hagiography dcpenden1 largely on oral tradilion. Among lhc contemporary or 
l11er Pic1ish popula1ion a1 large. lhe sub1le1ies or ecclcsias1ical controversy and the 
considerations or ecclesias1ical and civil policy I.hat may have swayed 1he personali1ies and 
influenced 1he events refleclcd (however murkily) in lhe legend, would surely no1 have been 
appreciattxl and so would have been easily and quickly forgotten. What remained In the popular 
memory. 10 be worked on by !he popular imagin.a1ion, were isola1ed bu1 readily assimilable 
dc1ails or rac1 lllll became immediately inicgral 10 1he living cullus of a :;ain1 and were 1hus 
habi1ually 1ssocia1cd with familiar and hallowed localities. Such dc1ails, woven into wriuen 
nam1lve form 111 later date (and subsequcnlly ra1iooalized by his1ori1nssuch as Bocce. Leslie 
and Dcmps1er), are nOl lherefore necessarily valueless: bu1 !hey arc praetically impossible lo 
cvalua1c sa1israe1orily as historical evidence io the almost complc1e absence or sound 
corrobonnive maierial. 

Footnotes and references: Chapter 2 
16.1 am gra1erul lo Dr.Sean Connolly. Universily College, Cork. for reviewing and. where 

necessary. correc1ing or emending my translatioos. I have incorpora1cd some or his 
comments in the notes. Any remaining mis1akes. peculiarities. or inconsistencies in these 
transla1ions are entirely my responsibili1y. 

17.ln Auetario UsU4rdi. For a brier discussion or the manyrological and catcndrical tradition. 
sec A.P.Forbes, Kaluuiars of Sco11ish Sainis. Edinburgh 1872, ix-xiii. "The Canhusian 
Herman Grevcnius. in his addilions lo Usuardus. must have had access to a ScOl1ish lis1 or 
Saints": ibld .• xliv. 

18.ln Mcrnia ad Rosmarken. So also in Forbes, Kalcndars. 194. In Moraula may have boon 
in1endcd: it would s1ill have been wrong. of course. bul less dramatically so. 

19.Ab Alccto: Bcllcndcn's Scots transla1ion or Bocce (see below) has here - "Eftir lhishe wen1 
10 anc toun namyt Tullyne.1hre mylc fra Dunde, .. .". 
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20. With these very precise figures. compare, perhaps. in the Annals of Tigernach, under the 
year 1722]: "Maelrubai rosted in Applecross. after complcti.ng the eightieth year or his life, 
three months and nineteen days; on the eleventh day before the Kalends or May .•. • (i.e .. 
21 April) - Anderson, Early Sources, I, 219-20. 

21. The Martiloge in Englysshe ... With addicyons ... "The Martiloge translated into English 
by Richard Whytford, wi1h additions, 1526", eds., F.Proctcr and E.S.Dewick, London, 
1893 (Henry Bradshaw Society, vol.3), 4 1 ·2. For clari1y's sake, I have si len1ly expanded 
here a number or con11actions and supplied a certain amount or punc1ua1ion: but I have 
kepi such "editorial" work to a bare minimum. 

22.Kalendars, 282·3 (Boniface). 
23. Forbes, Kalendars, 299-300 (Charmaig): Wa1son. Celtic Place-Names, 282·3, where a 

perhaps more like.ly allemative is sugges1ed. 
24. The lives or Aboon that I have consulled aro 10 be round (La1in) in C.Plummer. ed., Vitae 

Sanctorum Hiberniae (Lives of 1hc Sainis or Ireland), 2 vols .. Oxford 1910 (1968). I, 3-33 
(see also xxiii-xxvi): W.W.Heis1, ed., Vi1ae Sanctorum Hiberniae (from the Salamanca 
codex). Brussels 1965. 256-74; and (Irish) in C.Plummcr. ed .. Be1hada Nacm nErenn (Lives 
of Irish Saints). 2 vols .. Oxford 1922 (1968). I, 3-10 (Irish 1cxt : see also xiv-xv) and U, 
3· lO (transla1ion: sec also 323·4). The Irish life is incomplete. For the • Abbanus· · 
• Albanus" varia1ion. see Plummer, Vi1ae, I, 3, no1e l ; Heist, 256. note: it is apparently a 
maucr of hand·writing originally. 
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of Major and Boece ... ' A Scouish lral'lslation or 1hc Latin version was made by Father 
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(Miscellany of the Scottish History Society, vol2. Edinburgh 1904. 115-32). The relevant 
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Chapter 3 

Curadan and Boniface (MAP 11 

Place·oame evidence indicates a local cultus of a saint Cunidan." 

5. Cladh Churad61n, "S1.Curitan's graveyard, a small rectangularburying·ground nonh of the 
farmhouse of Assynr, Novar, used within Jiving memory (i.e .• in 1904). and stated 10 have 
contained stones with inscrip1ions and carvi ng.o;" . 

6. Cnoc Clwradliir (for Churadliin: 'then of Cladh Churadain is some1imes heard as r"), "St. 
Curitan's Hill:" a (Still?) wooded hill eaSt of Leahy and north or Ardoch. in Alne..o;s parish. 
Watson had heard (1904) no tradi1ion of a chapel here. · 

7. Cladh Churadain (at the church of Bona) and Suidhe Churadflin, ·c:s Seat", at Lochend, 
Inverness. 

8. Cladh Churadfiin at Struy in Strathglass. 

9. Cladh Churadliin at the church of Conimony in Glen Urquhart. On the adjacent lands of 
Buntait are Croit Churadain, •c:s Croft' and Tobar Churadtfin. 'C.'s Well". 

JO. The old church of Feamua. now in Kirldilill parish. Inverness, was traditionally dedicated 
10 "Corridan". 

In 1926. Wa1soo added further: "'Ecclesia de Ciridan' in the deanery of Buchan, 1275 
(Theioer) is an interesting trace of influence from Rosemarkie in this region subsequent to the 
time or Mo-Luag" ... A priorl Ciridan is unlikely to be the name of the saint. Curetan or 
Curadan. The common formula used in medieval cartularies and elsewhere to refer to a church 
and its patron is ecclesia sancti(-c) X de Y. "church of saint X (male or female) of Y.' Here. 
one would immediaiely suspect that Ciridan is intended for the name of the place-church or 
parish • 1he patron, as often enough, nol being given. If the church were being identified by 
the name of its patron, one would expect, not ecclesia de Ciridan. butecclcsiasancti Ciridani, 
or. at least, ecclesia Ciridani. The use of de here without a Latin genitive ending indica1cs 
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place rather Ulan person. Watson's somewhat airy reference is presumably to Theiner's edition 
of (the fragmentary) Bagimond's Roll." 0 This is the record for Scotland of the great levy of 
tenths imposed upon al I Latin Christian countries for the relief of the Holy Land by the Genera I 
Council of Lyons in 1274. In that year, Pope Gregory X appointed Master Baiamundus de 
Vitia Collector-General in Scotland, with authority to organise and supervise there the 
collection of the tenth.'0' In the entries for the rirs1 year of the collection, 1274-5, under (the 
diooesc of Aberdeen) Decanatus de Bughan, "deanery of Buchan• (p.111). we find ccclcsia 
de Ciridan. In the entries for the second year. 1275-6. however, we find, under Decanatus de 
Bulhan (sic, p.115). ecclesia de Crudan. The corresponding (and doubtless correct) readings 
in Dr.Dunlop's text arc (p.43) - Ecclesia de Crudin under Decanatus de Bughan; and (pp. 
67-8) -ecclesia de Crudan under DecanalllS de Bu than. The church of Cruden was traditionally 
dedicated to St.Olaf· the only such dedication, apparently, on the cast coast.'" There is thus 
no good evidence, so far as I am aware, for the ex1cnsion or the cultus of St.Curadan this far 
eastward. 

Kincurdy, on the nonhem outskins of Roscmarkie (I). I suggested above (section 2) that this 
name now represents the Cuthyl Curitin or 1379/80, with its chapel of St.Boniface. In 1436, 
one Alexander Fayshar. acolyte. diocese or Ross. having been dispcn.scd by the pope to be 
promoted. defoct of binh as son of a priest and an unmarried woman notwithsta.nding; and 
having consequently obtained the perpetual chaplaincy QI Cythi!c~llly, dio.;e~ of Ross - now 
supplicates the pope to dispense him to hold compatible benefices with power of exchange as 
often as he pleases.'°' 

We find, in 1591-2, capellam ct hortum capcllani de KJi1cowrdrie, in Rosemarkie - "the 
chapel and chaplain's garden of Kincurdy";'°' in 1593, Kincurdy, cum cape/la in K. eJ horto 
cape/le, in the diocese of Ross • "K incurdy with the: chapel in K. and the garden of the chapel", 
once pan or the patrimony of the bishopric of Ross:'~ in 1615. Kyncurdy, cum Capella inf( 
et horto cape/le, in the diocese of Ross:' 06 in 1641. Kincurdie (infer a/ia, belonging to the 
bishopric of Ross); in 1642, Kincurdie, cum cape/la def( et horto cape/le, in the diocese of 
Ross; and in 1649, Kincurdie and Kincurdy, associated with Rosemarkie. ' 01 

I have not been able 10 search for earlier record forms of Lhe name as systematically as I 
would have wished • let alone exhaustively. Nevertheless, the line or descent from Cuthy/ 
Curitin 10 Kincurdy is probable, it seems to me, ralllcr than merely possible: the form 
Cuthilcurdy of 1435-6 acting as a link, as ii were, wi1h culhi/-looking back to Cuthyl Cur/tin 
and -curdy forward to Kincurdy. There are, or course, problems. One is the etymology a.nd 
significance of cuthy(i)I. The word order and the specific element (assuming it to be originally 
Curet4in, Curad4in, "of C.") makes it likely that the generic culhy(i)I is also Gaelic, or 
gaeliciscd. It may be the term often appearing in modem guise variously as Cuthel, Cuthill, 
Cothal, Quithcl, etc., some (at least) instances of wllich Professor G.W.S.Barrow has referred 
to Gaelic comhdhai/ (Old Irish comdaf), "assembly. meeting, conference, trysl" and denoting 
in a more specialised sense (he argues). panicularly in nonh-castem Sc0tland, a local coun of 



law lhat probably origina1ed in 1he period from lhe ninlh to lhe elcvenlh cen1uries.'" If so. one 
migh1 compare Cuthylgrudyn 1266, Colhelgurddy 1290, Culhilgurdy 1471. - Cullhill, in 
Capulh parish, Penbsbire (no.1.19 in Bairow's list, Appendix I . p.14): Co1hilduran(e) 1363-9. 
Culhildurane 1391 - Col drain. in Fossoway parish, Kinross (no. 1.22. ibid., p.15): Login culhcl 
1243 - parish or Logic-Pen in Angus (no. 2.13. ibid., p.18); Culhel. Chu1el. 12lh-13th cen1.. 
Cuthilmyre before 1364 - parish of Fowlis Easter in Penhshirc (no.2.24. ibid .. p.20). 
Admi11edly, lhcse names do not seem to be associa1ed usually or even frequently with 
churches, but Login culhel refers 10 the church of Logie-Pert (see also ibid .• p.9). Thero was 
also a Courthill in Rosemarkie. possibly a moue s ite."' A second is lhat cuihy(i) I. wha1ever 
its etymology. will not give kin-. This problem is rendered the more acute by lhe long gap. 
which I have not hilherto been able to close, between 1435-6 and 1591-2. The most 
straightforward explanation lha.t I can sugges1 at presen1 is lha1. because of lhe existence of 
lhe chapel. a fonn with generic ci//, "church". exis1ed alongside lhe fonn with cuthy(i)I. 
possibly no1 recogn.iscd offici.alty whi le cttthy(i)I remained in force. Al some stage. however. 
lhe court (or whatever else cuthy(i)I denoted) became obsolete: so cuthy(i)I gradually died ou1 
too and cil/ eventually supplanted ii altogether. Scotticised kif (I) - (!hough not Gaelic cit(). can 
and does become kin-.11

• The specific element -curdy (Curadtin) has. l lhink. developed in a 
Scots- ralhcr lhan a Ga.clic-speaking milieu. Indeed. a Scots familiar fonm of !he saint's name. 
"Curdie". may have existed at onetime. If theseobserva1ionsare broadly correct. !hen I suggest 
further lha1 the Gaelic form of lhe name given by Watson. Cinn-churdaidh. "' has no 
independent value here, being simply a Gaelic rendering of the Scots fonn. 11 may be, in fact, 
a comparatively recent creation. 

In discussing Kincurdy, Rosemarkie, Watson also mentioned Kincurdy on Speyside. Gaelic 
Cinn·chaordaidh, "where lhe difference in vowel sound may be dialectic•."· I have me1 no 
ea.rlicr fonns or this name and have no information about the place. 1f it is lhe same name and 
if I am rigt11 in lhe views I have just expressed above, then I suspcc1 !hat it has been 1ransfer.red 
here from Rosemarkieat some lime. For 1he·present. it see.ms safest simply to note its existence 
as requiring further inves1iga1ion. I have n0<1 included it on Map l. 

11. Hurdyhill. "With ii (Kincurdy) goes Cnoc-gille-churdaidh, Avoch, Englished Hurdyhill ... 
This very difficult word might be compared with Cur.r in Duthil. G. ciirr, comer or pit. Welsh 
cwr, comer. but for the fac1 lhat lhe fonnat ion Cnoc-gillc-churdaidh strongly suggests some 
proper name•.11

l Under Knockbain (p.141) . Watson adds, "This hillock is famous for fairies 
and possesses a holy well once in great vogue and sti ll visited.• The well has been resoncd 10 

for some cen1uries at least: "On a small hill north west from 1he church (i.e .• Suddy church). 
named Hurdyhill, there was in lhe sevcntec:nth century a well, imagined to have lhe virtue of 
curing sick children when left one nigh1 beside i1".11

' 

Watson might well have added that. in personal names. gi/le ("boy. servant') is frequently 
followed by a saint's name. It looks to me. in facl, as if we a.re dealing again here with lhe 
gaelicisation of a Scots familiar fonm "Curdie" or lhe like, as I have suggested above in relation 

.. 



10 Kincurdy. Bui I do no1 know how lale gllle•plus·saihl names could have been crea1ed in 
Scots Gaelic. ii would probably be safer to assume lhal. here al any ra1e, lhe name dates to 
pre·Reformaiion limes. The well ilself might (but need not) have been originally known by 
!he name of S1.Curadin. 

Dedications 10 a saint, or saints. Boniface. seem to be rare. Following MacKinlay."5 we have 
only: 
A spring and an annual fair in lhc parish of Rosemarkie(I). 

12. A chapel 'about half a mile soulh of Forfar'. 

13. A chapel oorlh of Holland in Papa Westray. 

The dediciuion of Fonrose Cathedral 10 SS.Peier and Boniface is esseolially secondary. 
A search of all lhe medieval parishes of 1he Black Isle, in lhe Origines Parochial es. has failed 

10 produce any funher malerial relevant lo eilher Curadan or Boniface."' 
Assuming, for lhe sake of !he argumcn1, lhal w.e are dealing here wilh one and 1he same 

individua.I, lhen Map I shows a pallem broadly similar 10 lhat or Map 2: a northern and a 
soulhem grouping. This time. lhe two groupings are generally much more compacl and 
lherefore more striking: we may take it thal we are in more immediate eontae1 whh the sainl 
himself and wilh his main spheres of aclivily, lhan we were in the case of thal aspect of the 
legend reflected in Map 2. This is the hard core or the iraditioo, historical or otherwise. 

It is noticeable that mosl or the relevant dedications to Si.Peter are in the southern grouping; 
and that all of the dedications to Curadan are in the norlhem. The surviving written tradition 
bas made no use explicitly of these local com.memorations or Curadin • this, like the 
dedications to Peter discussed earlier. may be a point in favour or the ultimate historici1y of 
lhe core or !he legend - bu1 h represen1s Rosemarkiie as the final seulement and place of death 
and burial of Boniface-Kiritinus. Pursuing mis line or thought further, it might be reasonable 
10 envisage a bishop. Curetin, who carried out th°' work or his royal commission (see further 
below) mainly if not entirely within 1he region lha1 is now Angus and under the Roman name 
or Boniface, a name wh.ich may have been assumed for this purpose. Subsequenily. he retired, 
with King Nech tan's blessing, to Rosemarkie: he nnay. indeed, have been a native or the area. 
After his death, and originating in or encouraged by the translaiion or his relics. a cultus 
developed locally which. while apparently neither part.icularly intens ive nor extensive, very 
likely reflecLS more or less failhfully on !he ground lhe immediate sphere of influence of 
pre-twelfth century Rosemarkie. 
Both Skene and Dr.Henderson have noted the tradition, preserved by the fifteenth century 

chronicler Andrew of Wyntoun, !hat king Nechlin son of Derile rounded the church of 
Roscmarkie.'17 The passage in ~uestion is worlh quoting in full as, though quite explicit. it 
raises a now familiar problem.11 

•I 



Sevyn hundyr wynter and :sextene, 
Quhen lychla.re wes the Virgync clene. 
Pape off Rome than Gregore 
The Seeund, quham off yne herd be!ore. 
And Anastas than Empryowre. 
The fyrsl yhere orr hys hooowre. 
Nectan Derlylngl wes than regnand 
Owrc the Peychtis in Scotland. 
In Ros he fowndyd Rosm(llrkyne. 
That dowyd wcs wytht kymgys sync. 
And made was a place Cuhedra le 
Be-north Murrave sevC1'8ll'e; 
Quhare chanownys ar secwlare 
Wndyr Saynt Bonyface lyvand !hare. 
The 1yme off this fundatyown 
Wes efflyre the lncamatyawne 
To be reknyd sex hundyr yhere, 
Quhcther mare or Jes. bot thare-by nere. 
Quhen Sehyre Motys wes Emprioure. 
And held that State in grct honowrc. 

The problem is, of course, that Wyntoun has apparently juxlJ!posed, without any a11cmp1 10 
reconcile them, two mutually con1radic1ory s1a1emen1s. On the one hand, he says that in the 
year 716, Nech!An son or Derile. reigning king of 1.hc PictS. founded Roscmarkic; on the other. 
that the date or this roundation was about the year600, during the reignof lhc Emperor Maurice 
(582-602). Skene ignored the problem: he did not quote beyond "Wndyr Sayn1 Bonyface 
lyvand 1hare". Dr.Henderson noted this and, quoting the last si.x Jines. commented, "Thal is, 
in the time of Boniface IV. Wyn1oun is clearly attempting 10 separate the Boniface-Kiritinus 
and Boniface stories•. It seems 10 me more likely, however. that Wyntoun has, first. given the 
gist of a tradition known 10 him (whatever its ultimate source) of the foundation or Roscmarkio. 
Then he has added information that must have been generally well-known or readily accessible 
10 contemporary ecclesiastical circles: that Roscmarkie had been erected into a cathedral 
church, served by secular canons. under the patronage of SLBoni!acc.'" AL this point, I think, 
the mention of Saint Boniface reminded him or the tradition 1ha1 St.Boniface of Rosemarkie 
was actually Pope Boniface IV; and he has given an "adjusted" chronology accordingly. l 
suggest that, either he decided not to auemp1 any editoria.l work to try to reconcile the two 
traditions: or he simply failed 10 notice what he hod done. If he was actually aucmpting 10 
separate I.hem, as Dr.Henderson has suggested. he has not, it seems to me. gone far enough. 
But the tradition that Nechtan founded Roscmarkie is at least interesting; and. if genuine, 



historically valuable. Only excavation oould teU, in lhe laller case, whether !his -was a 
foundation de novo, or lhe roconstitulion of an exi.sting church. 
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Summary 

Brude SCN'I of Derile, king of the Picts. guarantor of Cain Adomn6l11. died in 706. He was 
succeeded by his brolher Nech tan.',. Around 710, Nech tin, whom Bede represents as himself 
actively intcreslcd in and well·infonned about ecclesiastical mauers. sought the advice of 
Ceolfrith, abbol of the Northumbrian monastery of Monkwcannoulh·Jarrow (Bede's own 
monas~). He wanlcd arguments, Bede tells us. in favour of lhe acceplcd Roman discipline 
and obsetvanoe eonceming lhen vexed questioos such as, chiefly, the corrca method of 
oom.putlng lhe date o( Easter and lhe approved form of lhe clerical tonsure. Armed with these 
against any opposition he might cnoounter, the king intended 10 bring the church or his realm 
into confonnity with Roman usage. He also asked that masons be sent him to build him a s tone 
church in the Roman manoer, which he would dedicate to St.PCler. On receipt of Ceolfrilh's 
reply (in which Bede himself probably had a hand). Nechuin caused the cum:nt ninetcen·year 
cycles of Easter to be substituted for the obsolescem eighty four·ycar cycles throughout his 
kingdom; and at the same time imposed the crown tonsure on the personnel of the Piclish 
church. The Pictisb nation. says Bede runhennore. was placed under the patronage or St. Peter. 
The likely opponents of his schemes that Nechtin appears to have had in mind when 
approaching Ceolfrith were adherents. Bede implies. of Celtic usage · pttSUmably clergy 
owing allegiance, directly<>< iodi=tly. to Iona. Ceolfrithalsoscnt lhcbuildcrs whom Ncchtin 
had requested. but Bede says no more than this.121 

Bede's test.imony is partly first·hand; his authority cenalnly first rate. Upon this foundation 
Skene ercclcd his inteipretation of lhc lcgood of St.Boniface (which he lOOk mainly from the 
Aberdeen Breviary). 1u While I believe that Skene may well have been working along broadly 
the right lines, I think that his treatment was over-confident both in general and in detail. Some 
of his statements, moreover, are open 10 doubt. Lismore coold not have founded a Columban 
monastery 11 R05Ctnarkie. As Dr.Henderson observed,"' there is no good evidence that Soonc 
was, 11 this ti.me, "the chief scat or the kingdom": to think in 1enns of fixed political capitals 
at this period is. in any case, anachronistic. There is really no reason why Curctin·Bonifacc 
should have beer! Irish (if this is what Skene meant), rather than a native Pict: certainly his 
presence 11 lhe Synod of Birr is RO( direct evidence of his ethnic origins, as distinct from his 
probable ecclesiastical dfiliations in 697. I doubt that the account of the Aberdeen Breviary 
is reliable grounds on which to postulate the introduction of a body of secular clergy into the 
kingdom or the Picts at this time. And as I pointed out earlier (n.119), Wyntoun says that 
secular canons serve the cathedral or Ross: he does not say lhat NechtAn or Boniface introduced 
them there. Skcne's ima3ination, ii seems to me, sometimes ran away wilhhissense of caution. 

I suggeSted earlier that bishop Cure16n, as a (the1) chic( clerical agent commissioned 10 



implemcn1 King Nech1!n's new ecclesiastical policy, migh1 have 1aken 1he Roman name 
Boniface as a surname, to mark his new allegiance to Roman usage. Bede provides us with 
examples of Roman surnames among English churchmen during 1his period. Berhlgisl, from 
Ken~ bishop of the Eas1Angles652/3·669(70, was also named Boniface.12

' The Nonhumbrian 
missionary Willibrord. on being consecrated archbishop or 1hc Frisians in 695/6, was given 
by 1he pope !he name of Clement: he died fo 739.'" Similarly, a liule la1er, !he Wes1 Saxon 
Si.Boni race, Aposllc of Germany (d.754), was given !his name by Rome. in addi1ion 10 his 
own name of Winfrith."' I am nol aware lha1 this cus1om prevailed 10 any significant extcnl 
among insular Ceh ic churchmen al this lime. Jr ii did not. 1hcn 1he ges1ure I have a11ribu1ed 10 
Cureuin could be seen also as innuenced more immedia1ely by the Nonhumbrian church, a 
leading represen1a1ive of which (Ceolfrith) Nechian had recen1ly consulted. Ir !his were so, 
!hen the Boniface whose nam.e Curelin adop1ed (assuming 1ha1 ii is rcasooable 10 try 10 identify 
a panicular individual) mighl have been Pope Boniface V (619·25) . This pope, like Boniface 
fV, IOOk a special interesl in the English church, wri1ing lo Mellilus, archbishop of Can1erbury 
(d.624) and 10 Jus1us, bishop of Rochester (d.c.627): and conferring !he pallium and the status 
or metropoliian on Ju~1us, when he became archbishop or Canterbury (624). More imponan1 
for prcsenl purposes. Boniface V also wro1c diroc1ly 10 Edwin. King of Northumbria (616-33) 
and IO his queen, Aethelburh, who was already a christian. to 1ry 10 secure 1he conversion of 
Edwin and his people.'" 

Any actribution of motive and ac1ion co Curccan mus1, of course, be entirely conjectural : 
perhaps I can be justly accused of indulging 1emp1a1ion In che same way as Skene may have 
done. The exercise will have been of some use. however. if ii shows no more lhan !he fac1 chat 
there is nolhing inheremly improbable in a sain1's having 1wo names al chis period· at least 
during his lifetime. Why. 1hcn, was ii apparently fell necessary. a1 some siage, 10 iden1iry our 
saint, as Boniface. with a pope Booiface? 

Again. any answer co 1his question 1ha1 ooe may auempl must be (and remain) 1enl3livc. A 
suggestion occurs 10 mind. however, 1ba1 is. I 1hink, a1 lcas1 plausible. Ac !he lime of !he 
crea1ion (or reconsthu1ion) or lh.e dioce:se or Ross. in 1he early 1welf1h century (?).',. 
Rosemarkie may noc have fell sure of her au1oma1ic choice as !he locacion of che ca1hedral 
church. 0 1hcr locally imponan1 churches may have been seen as rivals. ac1ual or polential, for 
!he honour. In these circumstances. she may have decided 10 reinforce her claim: so she 
revealed lha1 her saint, as Boniface, had ac1ua1Jy been a pope of 1ha1 name. An cxis1ing 
dedication of !he church or Rosemarkie to S1.Pe1er would no doub1 have given some adcli1ional 
crcdibi licy 10 che siory. Pope Booifacc IV may have been 1be original choice: cenainly he had 
become so by che 1ime !hat Roger of Hovedcn no1ed che 1radition a1 chc end o f chc century. 
Choice of him may have been influenced, direcdy or indirectly. by Bede's accounl of his 
deali.ngs wi1h the English church. Al the time of 1he visi110 Rome of Melli1us, !hen bishop of 
London, to confer wilh Pope Boniface abou1 the needs or !he English church, !he pope had 
summoned (in 610) a synod of 1he bishops of Italy 10 regula1e monas1ic life. Mel li1us 
panicipa1ed in !his synod. communica1ing iis decisions to 1he English churches on his reium 



home. The pope also scm with him leuers addressed 10 archbishop Laurence or Canterbury 
and 10 all the clergy: and a leuer 10 king Aelhelberht or Kent and 10 the English people.129 The 
ruse. at any rate, if such it was, was successful and the story cook root: it seems 10 have been 
an established tradition by the time that it came 10 Roger's attention. 
When all is said and done, however, we are not really very much further forward. We have. 

it may be, defined the problem with greater precision and in more detail: but we have not 
solved it. We have reviewed three categories or evidence - the early Irish, lhe lace medieval 
hagiographical and the toponymic: but ii still caonoc be shown that they all refer 10 one and 
lhc same individual. The bishop Cureuin or lhe guarantor list of Cain Adomntlin may be the 
same as the bishop Curotan of the Irish rnanyrologics, but ii is not possible, at present. 10 

equate the place-name(s) of these manyrologies with Rosemarkie. (This is the more 
unfortunate in chat it is only here, in this first ca·tegory or evidence, lhat we could have 
contemporary documentation o f our saint). This Curelan (if he is one person) may be the 
Kirilinus/Queritinus ·Bonifacius (if he. likewise. is one person) or the much later 
hagiographical tradition represented by Scottish calendars and tho entry In lheAc1a Sanc1orum: 
apan from the similarity or names (Curetan: Kiritinus etc.). the feast-day, 16 March. is 
common to both. Any core. moreover, or the Scottish Lradition !hat might be cautious ly 
accepted as historical. has been reduced to little more than a handful or names: essentially 
those or bishop and king-Nechtan - and or four named churches dedicated 10 Sc.Peter. The 
broader historical background. the interplay of personalities and events. or no interest to the 
popular imagination. have s imply been lost - if they ever existed at all. La~1ly. we have a loca l 
cultus or a saint Curadan, whose name is probably <Cure.tan . but or whom we actually know 
nothing more than his oame for cenain. This is a pessimistic view o r the situation in detail: 
not so much a series or weak links. as of no clearly demonstrable links at all. On lhe ocher 
hand, it may be allowed that the material we have examined does, cumulatively. favour a more 
optimistic interpretation or the evidence: I personally am inclined to believe so. The harsh fact 
remains. however, that rigorous negiitive criticism, impanially applied, would have little 
difficulty in demolishing most or the case for a more positive approach that I have trled to 
maintain. 
We know liule or nothing for cenain about pre·twelrlh century Rosemarkie. Dr.Henderson's 

discussion or the sculpture. in her Groam House lecture, shows a flourishing. wealthy and 
anistically sophisticated ecclesiastical community here in the eighth and ninlh centuries. 
during the later Pictish and early Picto-Scottish periods.''° Jr the Scouish Church generally 
experienced a period or inenia or even or declin.e during the tenth and eleventh centuries, 
Rosemarkie probably shared that experience. But lhe church must have remained at least 
locallr, important. Two thinecnth century sources lis t ce/i de (culdces) under the bishopric or 
Ross. " Ir such a body or clergy did exist in this reg.ion, Rosemarkie is a very likely location 
for it: its survival into the eleventh or even twelfth century could then have been a factor in 
the choice or Roscmarkie as lhe original see or the bishopric . 

As far as written documentation goes, Scotland is very poorly served in general for the period 



before lhc lwclhh cemury. Na1ivc sources are scarce and lhc informal ion lhcy provide usually 
meagre. Ohet1 !hey raise more ques1ions lhan 1hey answer. lo order to recons1ruc1 any kind of 
cohcrcn1 his1orica l namnivc for lhccarly Scots and 1hc Picts (who have lef1 us almoSI no1hing). 
we mu~1 rely heavily on Irish and. 10 a lesser ex1cm, nonhcm English au1hori1ies. More often 
1han we would like, perhaps. we are led lo try lo fill some of lhc many g;ips in lhc record by 
recourse lo la1er medieval or even pos1·mcdicval wri1ings. Some or lhcsc probably docon1ain 
ancient and valuable ma1crial: the 1rouble is lhal. loo frcqucmly, we ourselves have no means 
of dis1inguishing such good ma1crial (which is likely 10 be prcscm. if a1 all, only in small 
quantilics and possibly in ha.rely recognisable form) from the indifrercn1 and lhe downrigh1 
bad. In using such documents. therefore, one must always bear in mind tha1, overa ll , lhcy have 
lo be regarded as more or less un1rustwonhy wi1ncsscs or the early medieval centuries. 
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Appendix: Notes on the local sites dedicated 10, or named after, St Curad:ln. 

I. (No. 5 in 1ex1). Cladh Thunidain (sic), nal. grid. ref. NH 585673. A small sqimre 
banked eoclosuro sirua1ed in 1 sliglil boUow. There;, no 1raeo of a building and the 
interior is fearureless (Ordnaoce Survey(: OS) field reports 1963, 1976). On Cnoc 
Tiiuradain. PMsb of Aln•ss. (See •lso n .. Arcluuological Sitts and M011um<11ts of 
Easter Ros" Ross and Cromany Di.strict, Highkuid Regio11, Society of Anliquarics of 
Scotland, Archaeological Field Survey, Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monumenls of Scocland, 1979, 25, no. 215, with refs.) . 

2. (No. 6). Cnoc Curuidan (sic), height 19Sm., a1 N"H 613730, above the E b&nk of 
the Leahy Bum. N"o church or burial grour>d silo is shown on OS I: 10,000 sheets. 
"Cnoo Curuidan. (No variant fonns of lhe name ci1ed: three aulhorities for this form 
given.) ' Is si!Uate on the south side of the River Alness, aboul half a mile N"E of 
Leally Fann ... II is covered over with young fir'. " OS Original Name Books, Parish 
of Alness, 1874. 

3. (No. 7). Cladli ChuradAin: Church (site of) and burial ground , at NH 602385 . 
lbe site of an old church siluated in the centre of~"' burying ground known as Cladh 
Uradain (sic). This is pointed oul as the site of the old church of the parish of Bona, 
bul no trace of ii remains. Cladb Uradain is a burying ground said 10 hove been 
attached to the old parish church. It is still used as a churchyard. The presen1 Free 
Church stands on itt western extremity. The name signifies Uradain's burying 
ground. (Original Name Books 1870, ptr OS records). There are no traces of the 
church; 1he burial ground is still in use (OS field report, 1962). 
Suki/re Cl1urod4i11: "Suidho Uradain (sic): no varianl fonns of lhe name cited; lhree 

81J1horities for Ibis fonn given. 'This name is applied 10 a small knoll or rise situated 
a short dis1anee 10 the west of Glackossian fannhouse. fl is covered with heaihy 
pasture and it signifies Uradan's Seat.'" Original NBnlC Books, Parish of Inverness 
and Bona, 1870. This nBnle is now Ruighe Uradain (sic) on OS 1:10,000 sheet NH 
53 NE, ai NH 595386. 

Tho church silo and burial ground are at Kirkton on Loeb Doc hf our, on lho S bank o( 

lhe Lochend Bum. Ruighe Uradain is a sho rt diJtance above lhem to W, a little to S 
of tho Locheod Bum. Cu....UO was presumably the saint to whom the medieval 
chun:h itself was dedicated. 



4. I C8llll0t idemify no. 8 on the OS 6in. - 1:10,000 sheets; and it does oot s•em to 
he given in the Original Name Books. Struy is in tho parish of Kilmomck. l find no 
mention of tho site in tho New Sraris1ical Ac.cowl!. (There is certainly no reference to 
it in tho (Old) S1alisrical AIXQunl of Sco<land, 1791-1799, ed. Sir John Sinclair. 
reissued Wakefield 1981 under the general editorship of D.J . Withriogtoo and l.R. 
Grant, vol. XVD (!nvemes<·shire, Ross and Cromarty) Parish of Kilmorack, pp. 165· 
73. lbere is, likewise, no mention of it in the Origi11u Parocl1iaks of Scoriae (note 
I I), vol. 2, p4lrt 2 (1855), Kilmorack, 507-18, 840). Site in geneml area NH 3940? 

S. (No. 9). ·niere is in the valley of Urquhart two burial places ... The o<her pla.oe, 
still used for sepolture, is at the bead of tho valley, in Corrimony; it is called Claodlt 
01uridm1, which ox~ properly the burial place of Curidan. • Stalisrical Accowll 
ofScorla1rd 1791-1799, vol. XVU (as above). Parish of Urquhart and Olenmoriston, 
254-55. 
"The ~lk burying-places in tbi$ pllrish were all probably formed round the shrines 
of sainu or ancient dl8peis; and in Urquhart there is ... oootber in the height of the 
coumry ft! Corrymony, called Claodlt Clturidan. the burial·plaoeofCuridoo.· N•w 
Statisrica/ AtxOWll of SC<H/QJrd. vol. XJV, 1845, 45-6 (!Jrqubart and Oleomoriston). 
"Near the mansion of Corrimony, at the head of Olen Urquhart. there eltist.s an 
ancienl graveyard ••. cAIJed KillunldAn. or tbe graveyard of St Uradan, to whom a well 
near it is also dedicated. It is an oblong, s&el\lded enclosure, cootaining tho tombs of 

the old Grants of Corrimony and the present Ogilvi1>s. as well at the gttVt$ of the 
common people.· W. Jolly, ·on Cup-Marked Stones in tho Neighbourhood of 
Invemess ... •Proc. Soc. Aluiq. Scor. 16 (1 881·82). 300-401, at 381-2. 
St Curitan"s Chapel (? site of), with associated graveyard and well. The graveyard is 
at NH 376300. It is still in occasional """and surrounded by a 19th oeul\lry wall; 
there is no tmce and no local knowledge or St Uradan's Well (OS field report, 1975). 
Parish of Urquban and Oleomoriston (OS records). 
A rectani.'U!ar enc losure OD the E bank of the River Enrick. 
The form KiUuradan (i.e. Ci// Cl1uraddiJ1) is interesting, though it appears to rest 
solely OD the oulhority of W. Jolly. While they may reasonably be regarded as 
independent witnesses to tho name, it seems quite likely chat the New Sratistical 
Accour11 has been influenced by the Old. CiU and cladh could probably have 
alternated (for a time at least) in tbe same name (cf. Kilpbeder (Ci/I Pheadair), S. 
Uist, l.B. Cowan, 771e Paris/res of Medieval Scorland, Scottish Record Society, vol. 
93. Edinburgh 1967, 109: Cladh PlteiUUJir on OS lin. map); but the available 
evidenJ» io::licates that cladh was tho usual generic e lement by the late 18th century • 
by which time., presumably, any medieval church he.re bad long sine& disappeared. 

6. (No. 10). Famaway (Famua) Churob (site of), NH 605452, at Kirktoo. The 
graveyard is an enolosure about 20 yards square, but once mucli larger (Proc. Soc. 
Anliq. Scot. 16 (1881-82), 375-6). The graveyard wall is not old, but incorporates a 
probable fragment of the old church wall in :ii$ E side (OS field report, 1962). Parish 



ofKirkhill (OS recotds). See also 11.e Arclu:uological S/r;s and M0tu•TM•lls of North· 
£4St /nvtmLSS, fnvtniess District, Hig/1/and Rtg/1711, Society of Antiquaries of 
ScotlAlnd, Archaeological Field Survey, Royal Conunissioa on the Ancient and 
Historiclll Monuments of Scotland, 1979, 24, no. !SJ, wilh ref .. 
Ch11rch (remains of) on W bank of the Kirl<ton Bum. 

7. Kinr:urdy; lhech•pel site is not shown oo OS I: 10,000 sb.ee1 NH 75 NW; and OS 
reootds have no funber inforolJltion. l<incurdie House is shown at NH 737580. See 
also Tlie Arcluuological Sires and M<»1ume111s ojtlie BlacJc lsk, Ross and Cromarry 
Dis1rict, Highland Region, Society of Antiquaries of Scotl.00, Archaeological Field 
Survey, Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Sc0tland, 
1979, 19, no. 115. Locol infol'Tll!ltion, on the other J13nd, locaies the "Chapel Field' 
approximately 150 yards NE of Kincurdy House. (I am indebted for this to David 
Alston, Curator, Cromarty Courthouse Museum.) 

• • • o 0 o • · • 
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