
Title Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors—Network (PLaTO-Net):
terminology, taxonomy, and ontology

Authors Lee, E. Y.;de Lannoy, L.;Li, L.;de Barros, M. I. A.;Bentsen,
P.;Brussoni, M.;Fiskum, T. A.;Guerrero, M.;Hallås, B. O.;Ho,
S.;Jordan, C.;Leather, M.;Mannion, G.;Moore, S. A.;Sandseter, E.
B. H.;Spencer, N. L. I.;Waite, S.;Wang, P. Y.;Tremblay, M. S.;Adams,
M. L.;Alden, C.;Aubert, S.;Beaudry, M. C.;Berrigan, F.;Champkins,
A.;Cordovil R.;McKinnon-Côté, E.;Daigle, P.;Demchenko,
I.;Ellinger, J.;Faulkner, G.;Halsall, T.;Harvey, D.;Hunter, S.;Irvine
R.;Jones, R.;Johnstone, A.;Kjellsson, A. W.;Lacoste, Y.;Larimore,
R. A.;Larouche, R.;Lopes, F.;Lynch, Helen;Mall, C.;Manyanga,
T.;Martin, A.;Molenaar, G.;Morrison, S. A.;Mota, J.;Nikiforidou,
Z.;Parrington, A.;Parsons, K.;Point, M.;Pyper, S.;Ritchie, S. D.;van
Rooijen, M.;Scoon, V.;Standage, M.;Stone, M.;Truong, S.;Uddin,
R.;Silva, D. A. S.;Vanderloo, L. M.;Welensky, R.;Wentzell, E.;Winje,
A .;Zeni, M.;Zorica, M.

Publication date 2022-06-15

Original Citation Lee E. Y. et al (2022) 'Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors—Network
(PLaTO-Net): terminology, taxonomy, and ontology', International
Journal of Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity, 19(66), (21
pp). doi: 10.1186/s12966-022-01294-0

Type of publication Article (peer-reviewed)

Link to publisher's
version

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12966-022-01294-0 - 10.1186/
s12966-022-01294-0

Rights © The Author(s) 2022. Open Access This article is licensed under
a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, which
permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction
in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit
to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made.
The images or other third party material in this article are
included in the article's Creative Commons licence, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material... - https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



Download date 2026-10-10 14:07:10

Item downloaded
from

https://hdl.handle.net/10468/13551

https://hdl.handle.net/10468/13551


8/12/2021 PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network) Global Harmoni]ation Project - Membership Consultation Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1-jdXFBRBeAxxJ-CvY3rY8sgeIgyhkl5PYllVk]]ULSE/edit 1/12

1. Email Ó

PLaTOåNeo ßPlaxÉ LealnÉ and Teach
Opodoolm Neovolkà Global Halmoni{aoion
Plojeco å Membelmhii Conmploaoion
Qpemoionnaile
A major initiative of PLaTO-Net is to achieve international consensus on terminolog], 
ta\onom], and ontolog] for outdoor pla], learning, and teaching. There is considerable 
diversit] in how approaches, contents, and conte\ts of outdoor pla], learning, and teaching are 
conceptualised and enacted, and evolve across time and different cultures. Developing 
international consensus about ke] terminolog], ta\onom], and ontolog] would facilitate 
sharing evidence and ideas in the field, thus contributing to advancing research, polic], and 
practice in outdoor pla], learning, and teaching. 

An International Steering Committee was formed and has begun initial work on developing a 
conceptual model and identif]ing ke] terms related to pla], learning, and teaching outdoors. 
We are now seeking input on these initial efforts from the PLaTO-Net membership. We hope 
that the wide reach of our membership (currentl] 405 members from 45 countries) will assist 
us in achieving international consensus.  

We invite ]ou to participate in this project b] completing this initial questionnaire. We plan to 
publish the results of our efforts. PLaTO-Net members who participate in this questionnaire 
and continue to participate in the consensus process will be invited as co-authors. 
Subsequent correspondence regarding this project will be with those who completed the 
questionnaire onl]. For this reason, responses will not be anon]mous.

* Required
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Palo �Ê
Conceiopal
model of
acoiuioiem
ohao occpl
in opodool
miacemÉ
inclpding
ilaxÉ
lealningÉ
and
oeachingÈ

We have developed a conceptual model (please see below) to capture all aspects of 
activities that occur in outdoor spaces and their relation to one another. For the 
consensus project, our intention is to highlight the ke] aspects of this model that our 
project addresses (i.e., pla], learning, teaching), while incorporating other concepts in 
our overall conceptual model to acknowledge and e\press that all the aspects included 
in the model are interrelated and interconnected. It is our aim that this model be 
applicable to all ages, genders, cultures, and abilities. Please note that this will not be 
the onl] model included in the publication; we plan on developing additional 
illustrations and/or diagrams related to specific aspects of pla], learning, and teaching 
outdoors.



8/12/2021 PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network) Global Harmoni]ation Project - Membership Consultation Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1-jdXFBRBeAxxJ-CvY3rY8sgeIgyhkl5PYllVk]]ULSE/edit 3/12

Model CaioionÊ Thim im a conceiopal model of acoiuioiem ohao occpl in opodool miacemÈ

Image DescriptionÊ A Conceptual model of activities that occur in outdoor spacesÈ
The model is circular with 5 concentric rings. The centre ring is dark blue with te\t �who, where, when, wh], and how� 
to denote the conte\t. The ne\t ring is a medium shade of blue with te\t �pla]ing, learning, teaching, working, 
recreating, being/connecting, and sociali^ing' to indicate the d]namicit] of each conte\t (actions e\pressed using 
verbs). The ne\t ring is light blue with te\t 'education, work, spiritualit], and leisure' to indicate general/thematic 
activities that are performed outdoors. The ne\t ring is mint green with te\t 'outdoors' to indicate the main setting 
of interest. The outermost ring is emerald green with te\t 'social, cultural, political, geographical, and climatic' to 
indicate influences on/consequences of outdoor activities. The rings are interpreted as circulating around each 
other to indicate the d]namicit] and fluidit] within and between rings. The edges between each ring are 
purposefull] blurred to highlight the interconnectivit] of terms and acknowledge that there ma] be other 
terms/concepts not included in the model. 
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2.

Mark onl] one oval.

Strongl] dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongl] like

3.

Palo �Ê
Kex
oelmm
lelaoed oo
ilaxÉ
lealningÉ
and
oeaching
opodoolmÈ

We aim to achieve clear, common, harmoni^ed, and widel] accepted terminolog], 
ta\onom], and ontolog] related to pla], learning, and teaching outdoors that have utilit] 
across all ages, genders, cultures, and abilities, adapted to our contemporar] 
understanding. As a first step, we have undergone a scoping review to identif] a 
comprehensive list of ke] terms for which we will determine consensus definitions. 

For each term please indicate vhether xou think it should be included in the list of kex
terms related to plaxÉ learningÉ and teaching outdoorsÈ
We have organi^ed the terms into the following ta\onomic categories: pla], learning, teaching/education, school, 
and outdoors.

Do xop like ohe ouelall demign of ohe modelÏ

Do xop haue anx miecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding ohe model ßeÈgÈÉ
likemÕdimlikemÉ imioloano feaoplemÉ imilouemenomÉ poilioxË all ale velcomeÍàÏ
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4.

Mark onl] one oval per ro[.

Plax ßopodoolmàÊ Agleemeno vioh inclpmion of ohe folloving am kex oelmmÊ

Yes No

Outdoor pla] (H]brid terms (i.e. outdoor free
pla], outdoor active free pla]) will fall under
outdoor pla])

Free pla]

Land-based pla]

Nature pla]

Risk] pla]

Free-flow pla]

Outdoor recess/break time

Active pla]

Social pla]

Outdoor pla] (H]brid terms (i.e. outdoor free
pla], outdoor active free pla]) will fall under
outdoor pla])

Free pla]

Land-based pla]

Nature pla]

Risk] pla]

Free-flow pla]

Outdoor recess/break time

Active pla]

Social pla]
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5.

Mark onl] one oval per ro[.

6.

Mark onl] one oval per ro[.

Lealning ßopodoolmàÊ Agleemeno vioh inclpmion of ohe folloving am kex oelmmÊ

Yes No

Outdoor learning

Nature-based learning

Land-based learning

Place-based learning

Environmental learning

Informal learning

Learning outside the classroom/ Education
outside the classroom

Service learning

Outdoor learning

Nature-based learning

Land-based learning

Place-based learning

Environmental learning

Informal learning

Learning outside the classroom/ Education
outside the classroom

Service learning

TeachingÕEdpcaoion ßopodoolmàÊ Agleemeno vioh inclpmion of ohe folloving am kex
oelmmÊ

Yes No

Outdoor teaching/Teaching (outdoors)

Outdoor education

Nature-based education

Place-based education

Adventure-based education

Environmental education

Outdoor teaching/Teaching (outdoors)

Outdoor education

Nature-based education

Place-based education

Adventure-based education

Environmental education
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7.

Mark onl] one oval per ro[.

8.

Mark onl] one oval per ro[.

ßPleàSchool ßopodoolmàÊ Agleemeno vioh inclpmion of ohe folloving am kex oelmmÊ

Yes No

Outdoor school

Forest school

Nature school

Outdoor school

Forest school

Nature school

Opodoolm Ê Agleemeno vioh inclpmion of ohe folloving am kex oelmmÊ

Yes No

Home range

Nature

Natural environment

Built environment

Green school]ards

Outdoor pla]-spaces

Nature pla]-spaces

Pla]ground

Nature pla]ground

Garden

Home range

Nature

Natural environment

Built environment

Green school]ards

Outdoor pla]-spaces

Nature pla]-spaces

Pla]ground

Nature pla]ground

Garden
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9.

10.

11.

PLaTOåNeo
Logo

We have developed the following logo for PLaTO-Net. Please provide ]our feedback 
on the logo below.

Ale ohele oohel oelmm ohao mhopld be inclpded am kex oelmmÏ If moÉ ileame limo belovÈ

Addioional commenom legalding ohe kex oelmmÏ ßeÈgÈÉ ledpndanciemÉ lenaming of
oelmmÉ oawonomxÕglopiing of oelmmà

Do xop haue anx addioional commenomÉ mpggemoionmÉ andÕol conmidelaoionm in
lelaoion oo making ohim ilojeco aiilicable oo all agemÉ gendelmÉ cploplemÉ and abiliox
leuelmÏ
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Logo CaioionÊ Thim im a logo fol PLaTOåNeo ßPlaxÉ LealnÉ and Teach Opodoolm Neovolkà

Image DescriptionÊ A logo for PLaTOåNet ßPlaxÉ LearnÉ and Teach Outdoors Netvorkà
The black-and-white logo is a magnif]ing glass with five items inside the glass: in the centre there is a person 
skipping rope, above them there is an acorn, and moving clockwise at 3 o'clock there is a kite, at 6 o'clock a pair of 
children's footprints, and at 9 o'clock a coniferous tree. 

12.

Mark onl] one oval.

Strongl] dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongl] like

Do xop like ohe ouelall demign of ohe logoÏ
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13.

Palo �Ê Demoglaihicm

14.

Other:

Check all that appl].

Research

Education - (pre)school

Education - post-secondar]

Pla] work

Polic]/Government

For-profit organi^ation

Not-for-profit organi^ation

15.

Mark onl] one oval.

<1 ]ear

1-5 ]ears

6-9 ]ears

>10 ]ears

If xou feel comfortable sharingÉ please respond to the folloving vith regard to hov
xou selfåidentifxÊ

Do xop haue anx miecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding ohe logo ßeÈgÈ
likemÕdimlikemÉ imioloano feaoplemÉ imilouemenomË all ale velcomeÍàÏ

Pleame indicaoe xopl mecool of volkÕmopdx ßmeleco all ohao aiilxàÊ

Pleame indicaoe xopl xealm of ewielience volking in xopl fieldÊ
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Addioional commenom

21.

Thank xou for completing the questionnaireÍ

Gendel

Dimabiliox

CplopleÉ laceÉ andÕol eohniciox

Copnolx of oligin

Ale ohele anx oohel vaxm xop idenoifx and vopld like oo mhaleÏ

Addioional commenomÏ
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ÁForme
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1. Email Ó

Palo �Ê
Concepopal
model of
acoiuioiem
ohao occpl
in opodool
mpacemÉ
inclpding
plaxÉ
lealningÉ
and
oeachingÈ

WI LaZI HIZIPSTIH a GSRGITXYaP QSHIP (TPIaWI WII FIPS[) XS GaTXYVI aPP aWTIGXW SJ 
aGXMZMXMIW XLaX SGGYV MR SYXHSSV WTaGIW aRH XLIMV VIPaXMSR XS SRI aRSXLIV. FSV XLI 
GSRWIRWYW TVSNIGX, SYV MRXIRXMSR MW XS LMKLPMKLX XLI OI] aWTIGXW XLaX SYV TVSNIGX 
aHHVIWWIW (M.I., TPa], PIaVRMRK, XIaGLMRK), [LMPI MRGSVTSVaXMRK SXLIV VIPIZaRX GSRGITXW XS 
VIGSKRM^I XLaX aPP XLI aWTIGXW MRGPYHIH MR XLI QSHIP aVI MRXIVVIPaXIH aRH MRXIVGSRRIGXIH. 
IX MW SYV aMQ XLaX XLMW QSHIP FI aTTPMGaFPI XS aPP MRHMZMHYaPW [MXL HMJJIVIRX MHIRXMXMIW (I.K., 
aKI, KIRHIV, GYPXYVI) aRH aFMPMXMIW. PPIaWI RSXI XLaX XLMW [MPP RSX FI XLI SRP] SV JMRaP 
QSHIP XLaX [MPP FI MRGPYHIH MR XLI TYFPMGaXMSR; [I TPaR SR MQTVSZMRK XLMW QSHIP aRH 
HIZIPSTMRK aHHMXMSRaP MPPYWXVaXMSRW aRH/SV HMaKVaQW VIPaXIH XS WTIGMJMG aWTIGXW SJ TPa], 
PIaVRMRK, aRH XIaGLMRK SYXHSSVW.

Ropnd �Ê PLaTOåNeo ßPlaxÉ LealnÉ and
Teach Opodoolm Neovolkà Global
Halmoni{aoion Plojeco å Membelmhip
Conmploaoion Qpemoionnaile
TLaRO ]SY JSV ]SYV I\XIRWMZI JIIHFaGO SR XLI PLaTO-NIX GSRGITXYaP QSHIP aRH OI] XIVQW 
VIPaXIH XS TPa], PIaVRMRK, aRH XIaGLMRK SYXHSSVW. WI VIaH ]SYV GSQQIRXW aRH MR VIWTSRWI LaZI 
HIZIPSTIH aR IRXMVIP] RI[ QSHIP aRH RI[ WXVaXIK] [MXL VIKaVH XS XLI OI] XIVQW.  

WI aVI WIIOMRK ]SYV MRTYX SR XLI RI[ QSHIP aRH OI] XIVQW. AW a VIQMRHIV, SYV aMQ [MXL XLMW 
TVSNIGX MW XS IWXaFPMWL MRXIVRaXMSRaP GSRWIRWYW aFSYX OI] XIVQMRSPSK], Xa\SRSQ], aRH SRXSPSK] 
XS JaGMPMXaXI WLaVMRK IZMHIRGI aRH MHIaW MR XLI JMIPH aRH aHZaRGI VIWIaVGL, TSPMG], aRH TVaGXMGI 
MR SYXHSSV TPa], PIaVRMRK, aRH XIaGLMRK. WI TPaR XS TYFPMWL XLI VIWYPXW SJ SYV IJJSVXW. PLaTO-
NIX QIQFIVW [LS TaVXMGMTaXI MR XLMW UYIWXMSRRaMVI aRH GSRXMRYI XS TaVXMGMTaXI MR XLI 
GSRWIRWYW TVSGIWW [MPP FI MRZMXIH aW GS-aYXLSVW. SYFWIUYIRX GSVVIWTSRHIRGI VIKaVHMRK XLMW 
TVSNIGX [MPP FI [MXL XLSWI [LS GSQTPIXI XLI UYIWXMSRRaMVI SRP]. FSV XLMW VIaWSR, VIWTSRHIRXW 
[MPP RSX FI aRSR]QSYW, FYX MRHMZMHYaP VIWTSRWIW [MPP VIQaMR GSRJMHIRXMaP.

* RIUYMVIH
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Model CapoionÊ Thim im a concepopal model of acoiuioiem ohao occpl in opodool mpacemÈ

Image DescriptionÊ The PLaTOåNet Tree Conceptual model of activities that occur in
outdoor spacesÈ
IR XLI WSMP WYVVSYRHMRK XLI XVII VSSXW aVI XLI XIVQW �IGSRSQMG, GYPXYVaP, WSGMaP, GPMQaXMG, KISKVaTLMGaP, aRH TSPMXMGaP� 
[LMGL HIRSXI MRJPYIRGIW SR/GSRWIUYIRGIW SJ SYXHSSV aGXMZMXMIW. APSRK XLI FVS[R VSSXW aVI I\aQTPIW SJ SYXHSSV 
WIXXMRKW, WXaVXMRK aX XLI XST SJ XLI VSSXW [MXL �IRZMVSRQIRX�, FVaRGLMRK SYX XS XLI XIVQW �RaXYVaP� aRH �FYMPX�, PIaHMRK XS 
�RaXYVI, JSVIWX� aRH �WGLSSP, TPa]KVSYRH�, VIWTIGXMZIP]. WVaTTIH aVSYRH XLI FVS[R XVYRO SJ XLI XVII aVI I\aQTPIW SJ 
aGXMSRW XLaX GaR FI HSRI MR XLI SYXHSSVW (VIGVIaXMRK, WSGMaPM^MRK, PMZMRK, IHYGaXMRK, GVIaXMRK, GSRRIGXMRK, aRH FIMRK) 
[LMGL PIaH GSPPIGXMZIP] XS XLI QaMR X]TIW SJ aGXMZMXMIW XLaX GaR FI TIVJSVQIH SYXHSSVW, MR XLI PIaZIW. TLIWI 
aGXMZMXMIW aVI GSPSYV GSHIH [MXL �PIMWYVI� MR SVaRKI, �TPa]� MR VIH, �PIaVR� MR KVIIR, �XIaGL� MR TYVTPI, aRH �[SVO� MR ]IPPS[. 
SSQI PIaZIW LaZI JaPPIR FaGO HS[R XS XLI WSMP XS MRHMGaXI XLI G]GPMGaP aRH MRXIVGSRRIGXIH VIPaXMSRWLMT FIX[IIR aPP 
IPIQIRXW. TLIVI MW aPWS a FS\ XS XLI VMKLX SJ XLI XVII [MXL a GVSWW-WIGXMSR MRHMGaXMRK XLI VMRKW SJ XLI XVII, [MXL XLI 
PaFIPW �GLMPHVIR�, �]SYXL�, �aHYPXW�, aRH �IPHIVW� MR GSRGIRXVMG VMRKW QSZMRK JVSQ XLI SYXIVQSWX VMRK XS XLI GIRXVI, NYWX 
aW XLI ]SYRKIWX XVII VMRKW aVI aX XLI IHKI, aRH XLI SPHIWX aX XLI GIRXVI.
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2.

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

SXVSRKP] HMWPMOI

1 2 3 4 5

SXVSRKP] PMOI

3.

Palo �Ê
PLaTOå
Neo Logo

WI LaZI HIZIPSTIH a RI[ PSKS JSV PLaTO-NIX XLaX MW a WMQTPMJMIH ZIVWMSR SJ XLI 
GSRGITXYaP QSHIP aFSZI. PPIaWI TVSZMHI ]SYV JIIHFaGO SR XLI PSKS FIPS[.

Do xop like ohe ouelall demign of ohe modelÏ

Do xop haue anx mpecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding ohe model ßeÈgÈÉ
likemÕdimlikemÉ impoloano feaoplemÉ implouemenomÉ poilioxË all ale velcomeÍàÏ
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Logo CapoionÊ Thim im a logo fol PLaTOåNeo ßPlaxÉ LealnÉ and Teach Opodoolm Neovolkà

A logo for PLaTOåNet ßPlayÉ LearnÉ and Teach Outdoors NetworkàÈ
TLI PSKS MW HIZIPSTIH F] WMQTPMJ]MRK XLI GSRGITXYaP QSHIP aRH MR XLI WLaTI SJ a XVII. TLI XVII LaW a FVS[R XVYRO 
aRH VSSXW aRH JMZI GSPSYV-GSHIH PIaJ WIGXMSRW MR XLI FVaRGLIW. TLI [SVHW �TLI PPaTO-NIX TVII� aVI TSWMXMSRIH aX XLI 
GIRXVI SJ XLI XVYRO, aRH XLI XIVQW �TPa]� (GSPSYV GSHIH MR VIH), �PIaVR� (GSPSYV GSHIH MR KVIIR) aRH �XIaGL� (GSPSYV 
GSHIH MR TYVTPI) aVI MR XLI PIaZIW. 

4.

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

SXVSRKP] HMWPMOI

1 2 3 4 5

SXVSRKP] PMOI

Do xop like ohe ouelall demign of ohe logoÏ
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5.

Palo �Ê
Glommalx of
ohe PLaTO
ßPlaxÉ LealnÉ
and Teach
Opodoolmà
Telmm

WI aMQ XS aGLMIZI GPIaV, GSQQSR, LaVQSRM^IH, aRH [MHIP] aGGITXIH XIVQMRSPSK], 
Xa\SRSQ], aRH SRXSPSK] VIPaXIH XS TPa], PIaVRMRK, aRH XIaGLMRK SYXHSSVW XLaX LaZI 
YXMPMX] aGVSWW aPP aKIW, KIRHIVW, GYPXYVIW, aRH aFMPMXMIW, aHaTXIH XS SYV GSRXIQTSVaV] 
YRHIVWXaRHMRK.  
 
TS HS WS, [I TVSTSWI XLaX SYV TVSNIGX TVSZMHIW HIJMRMXMSRW JSV WMRKPI OI] XIVQW 
(SYXHSSVW, TPa], IHYGaXMSR, PIaVRMRK, XIaGLMRK) aRH [SVOMRK HIJMRMXMSRW JSV L]TSR]QW 
(I.K. RaXYVI, JVII TPa], I\TIVMIRXMaP PIaVRMRK/IHYGaXMSR) FaWIH SR XLIMV JVIUYIRG] aRH 
GSQQSRaPMX] aGGSVHMRK XS SYV GSQTPIXIH WGSTMRK VIZMI[.

We haue olgani{ed ohe oelmm accolding oo ohe glaph belovÉ vioh ohe oelm îopodoolï ao
ohe oopÉ blanching opo oo îplaxï and îedpcaoionïÉ vioh edpcaoion blanching opo oo îlealningï
and îoeachingïÈ Pleame plouide feedback on ohe ouelall laxopo of ohe oelmmÉ am indicaoed in
ohe oablem belovÈ We vill add definioionm fol each oelm once ve decide on ohe oelmm oo
be inclpded in ohe manpmclipoÈ

Do xop haue anx mpecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding ohe logo ßeÈgÈ
likemÕdimlikemÉ impoloano feaoplemÉ implouemenomË all ale velcomeÍàÏ
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Table �È PLaTOåNeo looo oelmm and mpbåoelmm

6.

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

SXVSRKP] HMWPMOI

1 2 3 4 5

SXVSRKP] PMOI

7.

Do xop like ohe ouelall molpcople of Table �Ï

Do xop haue anx mpecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding Table � ßeÈgÈ
likemÕdimlikemÉ impoloano feaoplemÉ implouemenomË all ale velcomeÍàÏ
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Table �È Opodool Plax Hxponxmm

8.

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

SXVSRKP] HMWPMOI

1 2 3 4 5

SXVSRKP] PMOI

9.

Do xop like ohe ouelall molpcople of Table �Ï

Do xop haue anx mpecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding Table � ßeÈgÈ
likemÕdimlikemÉ impoloano feaoplemÉ implouemenomË all ale velcomeÍàÏ
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Table �È Opodool Edpcaoion Hxponxmm

10.

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

SXVSRKP] HMWPMOI

1 2 3 4 5

SXVSRKP] PMOI

11.

Addioional commenom

Do xop like ohe ouelall molpcople of Table �Ï

Do xop haue anx mpecific commenom ol mpggemoionm legalding Table � ßeÈgÈ
likemÕdimlikemÉ impoloano feaoplemÉ implouemenomË all ale velcomeÍàÏ
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12.

Thank you for completing the questionnaireÍ

TLMW GSRXIRX MW RIMXLIV GVIaXIH RSV IRHSVWIH F] GSSKPI.

Addioional commenomÏ

ÁForme
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1. Email *

Part 1:
Conceptual
model of
activities
that occur
in outdoor
spaces,
including
play,
learning,
and
teaching.

We have developed a conceptual model (please see below) to capture all aspects of 
activities that occur in outdoor spaces and their relation to one another. For the 
consensus project, our intention is to highlight the key aspects that our project 
addresses (i.e., play, learning, teaching), while incorporating other relevant concepts to 
recognize that all the aspects included in the model are interrelated and interconnected. 
It is our aim that this model be applicable to all individuals with different identities (e.g., 
age, gender, culture) and abilities. Please note that this will not be the only or final 
model that will be included in the publication; we plan on improving this model and 
developing additional illustrations and/or diagrams related to specific aspects of play, 
learning, and teaching outdoors.

Round 2: PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and
Teach Outdoors Network) Global
Harmonization Project - Membership
Consultation Questionnaire
Thank you for your extensive feedback on the PLaTO-Net conceptual model and key terms 
related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors. We read your comments and in response have 
developed an entirely new model and new strategy with regard to the key terms. 


We are seeking your input on the new model and key terms. As a reminder, our aim with this 
project is to establish international consensus about key terminology, taxonomy, and ontology 
to facilitate sharing evidence and ideas in the field and advance research, policy, and practice 
in outdoor play, learning, and teaching. We plan to publish the results of our efforts. PLaTO-
Net members who participate in this questionnaire and continue to participate in the 
consensus process will be invited as co-authors. Subsequent correspondence regarding this 
project will be with those who complete the questionnaire only. For this reason, respondents 
will not be anonymous, but individual responses will remain confidential.

* Required
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Model Caption: This is a conceptual model of activities that occur in outdoor spaces.

Image Description: The PLaTO-Net Tree Conceptual model of activities that occur in
outdoor spaces.
In the soil surrounding the tree roots are the terms ‘economic, cultural, social, climatic, geographical, and political’ 
which denote influences on/consequences of outdoor activities. Along the brown roots are examples of outdoor 
settings, starting at the top of the roots with ‘environment’, branching out to the terms ‘natural’ and ‘built’, leading to 
‘nature, forest’ and ‘school, playground’, respectively. Wrapped around the brown trunk of the tree are examples of 
actions that can be done in the outdoors (recreating, socializing, living, educating, creating, connecting, and being) 
which lead collectively to the main types of activities that can be performed outdoors, in the leaves. These 
activities are colour coded with ‘leisure’ in orange, ‘play’ in red, ‘learn’ in green, ‘teach’ in purple, and ‘work’ in yellow. 
Some leaves have fallen back down to the soil to indicate the cyclical and interconnected relationship between all 
elements. There is also a box to the right of the tree with a cross-section indicating the rings of the tree, with the 
labels ‘children’, ‘youth’, ‘adults’, and ‘elders’ in concentric rings moving from the outermost ring to the centre, just 
as the youngest tree rings are at the edge, and the oldest at the centre.
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2.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly like

3.

Part 2:
PLaTO-
Net Logo

We have developed a new logo for PLaTO-Net that is a simplified version of the 
conceptual model above. Please provide your feedback on the logo below.

Do you like the overall design of the model?

Do you have any specific comments or suggestions regarding the model (e.g.,
likes/dislikes, important features, improvements, utility; all are welcome!)?
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Logo Caption: This is a logo for PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network)

A logo for PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network).
The logo is developed by simplifying the conceptual model and in the shape of a tree. The tree has a brown trunk 
and roots and five colour-coded leaf sections in the branches. The words ‘The PlaTO-Net Tree’ are positioned at the 
centre of the trunk, and the terms ‘play’ (colour coded in red), ‘learn’ (colour coded in green) and ‘teach’ (colour 
coded in purple) are in the leaves. 

4.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly like

Do you like the overall design of the logo?
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5.

Part 3:
Glossary of
the PLaTO
(Play, Learn,
and Teach
Outdoors)
Terms

We aim to achieve clear, common, harmonized, and widely accepted terminology, 
taxonomy, and ontology related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors that have 
utility across all ages, genders, cultures, and abilities, adapted to our contemporary 
understanding. 



To do so, we propose that our project provides definitions for single key terms 
(outdoors, play, education, learning, teaching) and working definitions for hyponyms 
(e.g. nature, free play, experiential learning/education) based on their frequency and 
commonality according to our completed scoping review.

We have organized the terms according to the graph below, with the term ‘outdoor’ at
the top, branching out to ‘play’ and ‘education’, with education branching out to ‘learning’
and ‘teaching’. Please provide feedback on the overall layout of the terms, as indicated in
the tables below. We will add definitions for each term once we decide on the terms to
be included in the manuscript.

Do you have any specific comments or suggestions regarding the logo (e.g.
likes/dislikes, important features, improvements; all are welcome!)?
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Table 1. PLaTO-Net root terms and sub-terms

6.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly like

7.

Do you like the overall structure of Table 1?

Do you have any specific comments or suggestions regarding Table 1 (e.g.
likes/dislikes, important features, improvements; all are welcome!)?



8/12/2021 Round 2: PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network) Global Harmonization Project - Membership Consultation Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PUoECkMUsSVgjXGqeOVxSJT0acWOjiiFH9UKPNzZdI8/edit?ts=60fac604 7/9

Table 2. Outdoor Play Hyponyms

8.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly like

9.

Do you like the overall structure of Table 2?

Do you have any specific comments or suggestions regarding Table 2 (e.g.
likes/dislikes, important features, improvements; all are welcome!)?
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Table 3. Outdoor Education Hyponyms

10.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly dislike

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly like

11.

Additional comments

Do you like the overall structure of Table 3?

Do you have any specific comments or suggestions regarding Table 3 (e.g.
likes/dislikes, important features, improvements; all are welcome!)?
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12.

Thank you for completing the questionnaire!

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Additional comments?

 Forms
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1. Email *

Part 1:
Conceptual
model of
activities
that occur
in outdoor
spaces,
including
play,
learning,
and
teaching.

We have developed a conceptual model (please see below) to capture all aspects of 
activities that occur in outdoor spaces and their relation to one another. For the 
consensus project, our intention is to highlight the key aspects that our project 
addresses (i.e., play, learning, teaching), while incorporating other relevant concepts to 
recognize that all the aspects included in the model are interrelated and interconnected. 
It is our aim that this model be applicable to all individuals with different identities (e.g., 
age, gender, culture) and abilities. Please note that this will not be the only model 
included in the publication; we plan on improving this model and developing additional 
illustrations and/or diagrams related to specific aspects of play, learning, and teaching 
outdoors.

Round 3: PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and
Teach Outdoors Network) Global
Harmonization Project - Membership
Consultation Questionnaire
Thank you for your extensive feedback on the PLaTO-Net conceptual model and key terms 
related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors. We read your comments and in response have 
made several changes to the model, logo and have re-structured the key terms. 


We are seeking consensus on the model, logo, and key terms. As a reminder, our aim with this 
project is to establish international consensus about key terminology, taxonomy, and ontology 
to facilitate sharing evidence and ideas in the field and advance research, policy, and practice 
in outdoor play, learning, and teaching. We plan to publish the results of our efforts. PLaTO-
Net members who participate in this questionnaire and continue to participate in the 
consensus process will be invited as co-authors. Subsequent correspondence regarding this 
project will be only with those who complete the questionnaire only. For this reason, 
respondents will not be anonymous, but individual responses will remain confidential.

* Required
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Model Caption: This is a conceptual model of activities that occur in outdoor spaces.

Image Description: The PLaTO-Net Tree Conceptual model of activities that occur in
outdoor spaces.
Starting at the bottom of the model, surrounding the tree roots in the earth, are the terms ‘economic, cultural, social, 
ecological, geographical, and political’ which denote some of the main influences on/consequences of outdoor 
activities. Along the roots are examples of outdoor settings, starting at the top of the roots with ‘environment’, 
branching out to the terms ‘natural’ and ‘built’, leading to ‘nature, forest’ and ‘school, playground’, respectively. The 
roots overlap with each other to indicate inter-relationships between all terms in the earth and roots. Along the bark 
of the tree trunk are examples of actions that can be done in the outdoors (recreating, socializing, living, educating, 
creating, connecting, and being), where the bark again overlaps with the different terms to indicate the connectivity 
of and fluidity between these terms. The trunk leads into the main types of activities that can be performed 
outdoors, in the leaves. These activities span across a range of colours that blend into and overlap with each other, 
with ‘leisure’ in orange, leading into ‘play’ in red, ‘learn’ in green, ‘teach’ in purple, and ‘work’ in yellow. Some leaves 
have fallen back down to the soil to indicate the cyclical and interconnected relationship between all elements. 
There is also a box to the right of the tree with a cross-section indicating the rings of the tree, with the labels ‘early 
years', children’, ‘youth’, ‘adults’, and ‘elders’ in concentric rings moving from the outermost ring to the centre, just 
as the youngest tree rings are at the edge, and the oldest at the centre.
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2.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

3.

Part 2:
PLaTO-Net
Logo

The logo for PLaTO-Net is a simplified version of the conceptual model above. 
Please provide your feedback on the logo below.

Logo Caption: This is a logo for PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network)

Do you agree with the design of the PLaTO-Net model?

Do you have any final comments regarding the model?
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Image Description: A logo for PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network)
The logo is a simplified version of the PLaTO-Net conceptual tree model. The tree has a brown trunk and roots and 
three coloured leaf sections (from left to right: red, green, and purple) that overlap with each other. There is a brown 
ring encircling the tree. Along the top of the outside of that ring are the words: Play Learn Teach Outdoors in brown 
font. Along the bottom of the outside of the ring is the word ‘PlaTO-Net’ in larger brown font. 

4.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

5.

Part 3:
Glossary
of the
PLaTO
(Play,
Learn,
and Teach
Outdoors)
Terms

We aim to achieve clear, common, harmonized, and widely accepted terminology, 
taxonomy, and ontology related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors that have utility 
across all ages, genders, cultures, and abilities, adapted to our contemporary 
understanding. 



Primarily driven by the scoping review on terminology of outdoor play, learning, and 
teaching that we conducted over the past year, we propose that our project provides 
definitions for single root terms (outdoors, outdoor play, outdoor learning, and outdoor 
teaching) and sub-terms based on their frequency and commonality according to our 
completed scoping review, and other relevant terms either identified by our scoping 
review or suggested by the survey respondents in the previous round.  

Do you agree with the design of the logo?

Do you have any final comments regarding the logo?
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Please see below to know about our process of identifying root terms, sub-terms, and
other relevant terms:
1.	 Systematic coping review: A systematic scoping review was conducted between August 2019 and March 2020. 
The goal of the scoping review was to objectively identify a comprehensive list of key terms and definitions on 
playing, learning and teaching in the outdoors. From this review, we identified a total of 428 terms with 984 
definitions, representing 35 unique countries from 441 studies. 

2.	 Subcommittee for ontology, taxonomy, and terminology: The goal of this subcommittee work was to select and 
classify key terms and definitions from the list created based on the scoping review.

3.	 Two previous surveys: Based on the feedback received from the respondents who participated in the previous 
two rounds of surveys, we have added terms that are less common but identified as important.

For each term please indicate whether you agree it should be included in the list of
terms related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors.
Note: 

1.	 These terms are identified as commonly used terms in a scoping review of terminology used in outdoor play, 
learning, and teaching research.

2.	 Terms included in this table do not have hierarchical relationships with each other; rather, they are 
interconnected and not mutually exclusive. 

3.    Working definitions, key references, terms used in/translated into different languages, and concrete examples 
that touch on equity, diversity, and inclusion and are representative of varying age groups, cultures, climate, 
geography, etc. will be added after this survey and you will have an opportunity to comment on those in the next 
round.

6.

Mark only one oval per row.

Please indicate your agreement with the inclusion of the following as key terms:

Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree

Outdoors

Outdoor play

Outdoor learning

Outdoor teaching

Outdoors

Outdoor play

Outdoor learning

Outdoor teaching
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7.

8.

Mark only one oval per row.

Do you have any final comments regarding the key root terms?

Please indicate your agreement with the inclusion of the following as 'Outdoors'
sub-terms:

Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree

Built environment

Green space

Loose parts

Playground

School grounds

Natural environment

Built environment

Green space

Loose parts

Playground

School grounds

Natural environment
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9.

Mark only one oval per row.

10.

Mark only one oval per row.

Please indicate your agreement with the inclusion of the following as 'Outdoor Play'
sub-terms:

Strongly disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree

Active play

Free play

Nature play

Risky play

Unstructured play

Active play

Free play

Nature play

Risky play

Unstructured play

Please indicate your agreement with the inclusion of the following as 'Outdoor
teaching/learning' sub-terms:

Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly

agree

Environmental
education

Forest kindergarten

Forest school

Outdoor classroom

Outdoor education

Environmental
education

Forest kindergarten

Forest school

Outdoor classroom

Outdoor education
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11. Do you have any final comments regarding the sub-terms?
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12.

Mark only one oval per row.

Please indicate your agreement with the inclusion of the following as other relevant
terms:

Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly

agree

Adventure therapy

'Shinrin yoku' (forest bathing)

Free-flow play

'Friluftsliv

Home range

Garden

Land-based education

Nature

Nature-based (early childhood)
education

Nature-based learning

Nature-based preschool

Nature-based recreation

Nature experiences

Nature-enhanced early childhood
education

Nature preschool

Social play

Sustainability learning

Outdoor activities

Outdoor early childhood
programs (including outdoor

Adventure therapy

'Shinrin yoku' (forest bathing)

Free-flow play

'Friluftsliv

Home range

Garden

Land-based education

Nature

Nature-based (early childhood)
education

Nature-based learning

Nature-based preschool

Nature-based recreation

Nature experiences

Nature-enhanced early childhood
education

Nature preschool

Social play

Sustainability learning

Outdoor activities

Outdoor early childhood
programs (including outdoor
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13.

Additional comments

p g ( g

kindergarten, outdoor preschool)

Outdoor play spaces

Outdoor recess/playtime

Outdoor recreation

Outdoor time

Place-based learning

Play-based learning

Playwork

Service learning

Wilderness schooling

Wilderness therapy/treatment

p g ( g

kindergarten, outdoor preschool)

Outdoor play spaces

Outdoor recess/playtime

Outdoor recreation

Outdoor time

Place-based learning

Play-based learning

Playwork

Service learning

Wilderness schooling

Wilderness therapy/treatment

Do you have any final comments regarding the other relevant terms?
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14.

Thank you for completing the questionnaire!

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Additional comments?

 Forms
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1. Email *

Part 1:
Definitions
of the
PLaTO
(Play,
Learn, and
Teach
Outdoors)
Root
Terms

Based on the scoping review on terminology of outdoor play, learning, and teaching we 
conducted over the past year and additional research done by the leadership group, we 
propose that our project provides definitions for root terms (outdoors, play, education, 
learning, teaching, outdoor play, outdoor education, outdoor learning, outdoor teaching) 
and sub-terms based on their frequency and commonality according to our completed 
scoping review or suggested by the survey respondents in the previous round.   

Round 4: PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and
Teach Outdoors Network) Global
Harmonization Project - Consultation
Questionnaire
Thank you for your extensive feedback on the PLaTO-Net conceptual model, logo, and key 
terms related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors. We are now seeking feedback on the 
definitions of the key terms and sub-terms. The inclusion of terms in this survey was 
determined based on >75% consensus for inclusion in the previous survey (Round 3).


As a reminder, our aim is to achieve clear, common, harmonized, and widely accepted 
terminology, taxonomy, and ontology related to play, learning, and teaching outdoors that have 
utility across all ages, genders, cultures, and abilities, adapted to our contemporary 
understanding. 


We plan to publish the results of our efforts. PLaTO-Net members who participate in this 
questionnaire and continue to participate in the consensus process will be invited as co-
authors. Subsequent correspondence regarding this project will be with those who complete 
the questionnaire only. For this reason, respondents will not be anonymous, but individual 
responses will remain confidential.

* Required
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Please see below to learn more about our process of identifying and defining root
terms and sub-terms:
1.	 Systematic coping review: A systematic scoping review was conducted between August 2019 and March 2020. 
The goal of the scoping review was to objectively identify a comprehensive list of key terms and definitions on 
playing, learning and teaching in the outdoors. From this review, we identified a total of 428 terms with 984 
definitions, representing 35 unique countries from 441 studies. 

2.	 Subcommittee for ontology, taxonomy, and terminology: The goal of this subcommittee work was to select and 
classify key terms and definitions from the list created based on the scoping review.

3.	 Three previous surveys: Based on the feedback received from the respondents who participated in the previous 
three rounds of surveys, we have added terms that are less common but identified as important.

4.     All terms included in this survey has received >75% consensus for inclusion in the previous round of survey 
(Round 3).

For each root term please indicate your level of agreement with its definition.
Note: 

1.	 These root terms are identified as commonly used terms in a scoping review of terminology used in outdoor 
play, learning, and teaching research.

2.	 Terms included here do not have hierarchical relationships with each other; rather, they are interconnected and 
not mutually exclusive. 

2.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

3.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Outdoors: any open-air, wild, natural, or human-made space which may have a
temporary or fixed cover (e.g. awning or roof).

Play: voluntary engagement in activity that is freely chosen, fun, and driven by
intrinsic motivation.
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4.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

5.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

6.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

7.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Outdoor Play: play that takes place outside in a very broad continuum of spaces that
include urban, rural, suburban, and wilderness settings.

Teaching: to cause someone to learn or understand something by example or
experience.

Outdoor Teaching: a pedagogical approach where teaching activities take place
outdoors.

Learning: the acquisition of knowledge or skills through experience, study, or by
being taught.
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8.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

9.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

10.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

11.

Outdoor Learning: an experiential process of learning by doing, which takes place
primarily through exposure to the out-of-doors, usually on school grounds or other
nearby locations.

Education: the process of facilitating learning and the acquisition of knowledge,
skills, values, morals, beliefs, and habits on behalf of the learner.

Outdoor Education: learning about and for the outdoors that usually takes place in
an outdoor setting such as an outdoor classroom.

Do you have any comments or suggested changes for the root terms?
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Part 2: Definitions
of the PLaTO (Play,
Learn, and Teach
Outdoors) Sub-
terms

Note:  

a) These sub-terms are identified as commonly used terms in a scoping 
review of terminology used in outdoor play, learning, and teaching research or 
were suggested by survey respondents in a previous round, with >75% 
consensus for inclusion.   

b) Terms included here do not have hierarchical relationships with each other; 
rather, they are interconnected and not mutually exclusive.  

Outdoors Sub-terms

12.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

13.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Nature: the phenomena of the physical world collectively, including plants, animals,
the landscape, and other features and products of the earth.

Green space: any vegetated land, an area of grass or trees, that may contain water
(e.g., pond, creek) and is set apart for recreational or aesthetic purposes in an
otherwise urban environment.
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14.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

15.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

16.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Built environment: human-modified physical surroundings (e.g., structures,
features, facilities) in which people live, learn, work and play.

Natural environment: non-human-made surroundings and conditions in which all
living and non-living things exist.

Garden: planted, developed, or treated land used to grow vegetables, fruit, herbs,
flowers, and other living plants.
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17.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

18.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

19.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Loose parts: materials used in play that can be moved, carried, combined,
redesigned, lined up, and taken apart and put back together in multiple ways. They
are materials with no specific set of directions that can be used alone or combined
with other materials.

Outdoor play space: an outdoor area within which children can play (e.g.,
playground, school ground, greenspace).

Playground: a piece of land usually equipped with facilities and/or equipment that is
used for outdoor play and recreation, especially by children.
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20.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

21.

Outdoor Play Sub-terms

22.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

School ground: proprietary outdoor area adjacent to educational institution
buildings.

Do you have any comments or suggested changes regarding the Outdoors sub-
terms?

Active play: a form of play that involves gross motor or total body movement.
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23.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

24.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

25.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Free play: unstructured, voluntary, child-initiated activity that allows children to
develop their imaginations while exploring and experiencing the world around
them.

Nature play: a form of play that happens primarily outside in a natural environment
and/or involves play with natural elements and features, such as water and mud,
rocks, hills, forests, and natural loose parts, such as sticks, pine cones, leaves, and
grass.

Risky play: a thrilling and exciting form of play that involves uncertainty,
unpredictability, and risk of injury.
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26.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

27.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

28.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Social play: a form of play that involves interacting with others for games, activities,
or sport for fun.

Unstructured play: a form of play that is not initiated in an organized, planned or
formal way, and instead places emphasis on self-directed, emergent aspects of
play that is not externally directed.

Outdoor activity: leisure, recreational, or health-enhancing activity engaged in the
outdoors.
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29.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

30.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

31.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

32.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Outdoor recess/playtime: blocks of unstructured, regularly scheduled outdoor
periods, where children freely choose activities and playmates during school
hours.

Outdoor recreation: leisure pursuit engaged in the outdoors.

Outdoor time: time spent outdoors.

Nature-based recreation: leisure pursuits in natural settings or involving elements
of nature in some direct way (e.g., terrain, plants, wildlife, water).
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33.

Outdoor Education Sub-terms

34.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

35.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Do you have any comments or suggested changes regarding the Outdoor Play
sub-terms?

Environmental education: a learning process aimed at increasing knowledge,
awareness, and appreciation of the environment and developing skills for
responsible environmental stewardship.

Land-based education: an Indigenous approach to learning that recognizes a deep
connection and relationship between people and the land.
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36.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

37.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

38.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Nature-based (early childhood) education: an umbrella term that encompasses
different types of education, including nature-based preschool and kindergarten
and forest kindergartens, and denotes education that uses outdoor settings as a
context for delivery of curricular lessons.

Forest kindergarten: a kindergarten that is based around child-centred learning
through play and offers young children frequent and regular outdoor play
opportunities in a natural setting that is often in woodlands and is held in almost all
weather throughout the year.

Forest school: a school, based in the outdoors, that adopts an educational
approach that includes regular and repeated access to natural space and child-
directed, emergent and inquiry-based learning.
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39.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

40.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

41.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Outdoor classroom: an outdoor setting where education and learning takes place.

Outdoor early childhood program (including outdoor kindergarten, outdoor
preschool): a child-centred nature-based early learning program for children aged
2.5-6 years that emphasizes experiences in the outdoors, nearby nature, contact
with nature, and ecological experiences, such as encounters with plants, animals,
insects, and outdoor seasonal climates.

Nature-based preschool: an early childhood program for preschool-aged children,
with at least 25-50% of the class day held outside each day, nature as the driving
theme of the curriculum, and nature being infused into the indoor spaces.



8/12/2021 Round 4: PLaTO-Net (Play, Learn, and Teach Outdoors Network) Global Harmonization Project - Consultation Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19KMo28aQ75LI8ybGmipRmq2suPxOfmzI-OJIgLt9cSg/edit 15/16

42.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

43.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

44.

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree

Learning for sustainability: a cross-curricular approach to life and learning which
enables learners, educators, schools, and their wider communities to build a
socially just, sustainable, and equitable society.

Nature-based learning: learning that occurs in natural settings or where elements
of nature such as plants, water, and animals have been brought into built
environments such as classrooms.

Place-based learning: learning that considers the importance of connecting
learners with their community by anchoring pedagogy within the context of the
local, natural, and social ecosystems.
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45.

Additional comments

46.

Thank you for completing the questionnaire!

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Do you have any comments or suggested changes regarding the Outdoor
Education sub-terms?

Additional comments?

 Forms


