
���������� �� ���	�����������
���������
�������	���
�������������������������������������� �	�	�������	������������ �������� ����������

�� �
�������
�� ���
���	�����	���������
������

�� �
�����������������	���������� ��������

�� �
��� ���	�������� �������������	 �� �
���	�����	������ �!�����������!���� ���	�����������
���������
�������	���
�������������������������������������� �	�	�������	��
�������� �������� ���������� �!���� ���"�������������������#�	�������
�������$���� ��������� ������ ���
�%�!

���$�&�����������&�
�����������������	 �"���������
������������������

�' ���	�%���������&�
�������������
�(��
�����
�������	

�������&���)�)�������
���
�$�!�
�����!�����)�
�������
���*�����+�,�����-�.�/�0�,

�1��� ������ �2���������������� ���
�� �������� �
���	�����	�!�������������&���)�)���
������������������ �� ���	���!���
� �)���������	�������)
���$���	�����	���)�+�!�,�)

�"���3�	������������������ �4�,�4�5�����4�����6���,�5���5�+���5�5

�7������ �������3�	������������
���
����

�������&�����)�)�������!�����	�������!�	�����)���,�8�.�-�)���.���4

https://hdl.handle.net/10468/1612


genteel�~�v�o�l�u�t�i�o�n�a�r�i�e�s�:

TheLivesofAnnaandThomasHaslam

A thesissubmittedfor the Degreeof Doctorof Philosophy
to the NationalUniversityof Ireland

by CarmelQuinlan.

ProfessorTom Dunne,Departmentof History,
NationalUniversityof Ireland,Cork.

August 1999



In memoryof ora Quinlan



Contents

Abbreviations

Introduction

Chapter1
Letusmeettogether'

Chapter2
Was!thepracticefails'

Chapter3
'ConnubialTemperance'

Chapter4
'Mrs. HaslamhasworkedweDin Dublin'

Chapter5
'Full ofpersnJeranceandbuoyantenergy'

Chapter6
'Clear BrainsandAbleHantl.s'

Conclusion

Appendices

Bibliography

(ii)

I

8

1I8

280

288



Acknowledgements

My supervisorProfessorTom Dunnedeservesmy sinceregratitude. His enthusiasm
for theproject,his practicalhelpandincisivecriticism havebeena constantsourceof
encouragement.To RachelHutchinsonwho meticulouslycopy-editedthethesis,I am
deeplygrateful. My colleaguesin theBooleLibrary havebeenextemelyhelpful. To
Jill LuceyandPhil O'Sullivanof Inter Library Loanswho provideda superbservice
in locatingobscureworks, I extendmy thanks. I amindebtedto JohnCox for his
generoushelpwith theprinting of thethesis.A specialthankyou to PatConnollyand
thestaffof SpecialCollectionsfor their help.To ElizabethPettit for hertranslation
from Welsh,to JoeMurphy andTrudy Ahem,thankyou. My gratitudeto Breda
Long andmy friendsin theCataloguingDepartmentfor their encouragementand
patience.

Thanksto ClareO'Halloranfor keepingmegoingwith unwaveringsupportandto Liz
Steiner-Scottfor lendingmeherbooks.

I amespeciallygratefulto Mary Cullenfor allowing meaccessto thearchiveof the
Irish Housewives'Associationwhich wasvital to my research.To Maria Luddy for
kindly sendingmematerialincludingThomasHaslam'srarepamphletA Few Words
on ProstitutionI sendmy thanks.ClionaMurphy wasmostgenerouswith herhelp,
encouragementandfriendship. RichardHarrisonwasenormouslyhelpful in sharing
his knowledgeof the Societyof Friendswith meandin alertingmeto obscure
sources.MichaelAhemhelpedmediscovermanyworkson Quakersandkindly
sharedtheresultsof his extensiveresearchwith me.

My gratitudeto staffin the librariesI consultedin IrelandandEngland.A special
thankyou to Verity Murdochandall theFriendsin DFHL. David Doughanof the
FawcettLibrary, a living encyclopaediaof thewomen'smovement,generouslyand
entertaininglysharedhis knowledgewith me.Thestaffof Girton CollegeLibrary
Cambridgewereespeciallyhelpful andhospitable.

I amindebtedto the InternationalFederationofUniversityWomenwho awardedme
the Winifred Cullis Fellowshipwhich facilitatedmy researchin London. My
gratitudeespeciallyto DeirdreO'SheaandMary Horkanof the Irish Federation.

Finally to my family who have alwayshelpedandencouragedme,my love and
thanks.



Abbreviations.

AH
AOSA
BL

CAISM

CDA

DFHL
DWSA

FJ
HSS

IAWG
IC
ICW
IFWL
IHA
ILP
IT

IWCLGA
IWFL
IWSA
IWSF
IWSLGA

LNA
MWFL
NARCDA
NAI
NLI
NSWS
NUWSS
NUWW

TJH

WFL
WSPU

AnnaHaslam
Ackworth Old ScholarsAssociation
British Library

CentralAssociationof Irish SchoolmistressesandOther
LadiesInterestedin Education
ContagiousDiseasesActs

Dublin Friends'HistoricalLibrary
Dublin Women'sSuffrageAssociation

Freeman'sJournal
HannaSheehySkeffington

Irish AssociationofWomenGraduates
Irish Citizen
InternationalCouncilofWomen
Irish Women'sFranchiseLeague
Irish Housewives'Association
IndependentLabourParty
Irish Times

IrishwomenCitizens'andLocal GovernmentAssociation
Irish Women'sFranchiseLeague
InternationalWomanSuffrageAlliance
Irish Women'sSuffrageFederation
Irish Women'sSuffrageandLocal GovernmentAssociation.

LadiesNationalAssociation
TheMunsterWomen'sFranchiseLeague
NationalAssociationfor theRepealof theContagiousDiseasesActs.
NationalArchivesof Ireland
NationalLibrary of Ireland.
NationalSocietyfor Women'sSuffrage
NationalUnionofWomen'sSuffrageSocieties
NationalUnionofWomenWorkersofGreatBritain and
Ireland

ThomasJosephHaslam

Women'sFranchiseLeague
Women'sSocialandPolitical Union

u



Introduction

The imageof AnnaHaslamgoing to the polls in 1918,surroundedby flowers

and flags, flanked by a disparatecrewof unionist,constitutionalnationalistand Sinn

Fein womenunited in herhonourto celebratethe victory of the vote, hasa powerful

resonance.That the electionrepresenteda resoundingvictory for Sinn Fein and the

correspondingdeathrattleof unionismaddsthedimensionof paradoxto theoccasion.

Anna was almostninety when she first casther vote. Born in the year of Catholic

Emancipation,activein reliefwork duringtheGreatFamine,life-long campaignerfor

social reform, the sceneof her triumph was markedby the trappingsof modernity.

Shewasdriven by motor-carto vote for the unionistcandidateandher arrival at the

polling stationwasfilmed by a newscameracrew. The sceneis allegorical,an image

of the birth of a new Ireland in which women,despitetheir representationalvictory,

weredestinedto playareduced,ratherthanan increasedrole. The small indomitable

figure at thecentreof thestage,acknowledgingthehomagepaidto her for herpart in

the battle for votes for women, was about to cast her vote in an election which

signalled the breakingof the link with Westminsterwhich she did not want; she

representednotonly victory, but thedying fall of anolderIreland,anIrelandin which

peopleof different, and sometimesopposingpolitical loyalties,and of a variety of

religiouspersuasions,workedtogetherfor a commoncause.Yet, heretoo, is paradox.

This old woman,pacifist, law-abidingwas modemand forward looking in outlook,

more socially radical than the Young Turks who were overthrowingthe Ireland to

which shegaveallegiance.

This image,discoveredduring researchfor an undergraduateessay,was the

inspirationwhich influencedthechoiceof topic for the thesis,which is, in essence,an

attemptto uncoverthe historyof AnnaandThomasHaslam.. An obituaryfor Thomas

Haslam,who died in 1917,revealedthat the Haslampapersweredepositedbeforehis

deathin theNationalLibrary of Ireland.A further bibliographicalreferencein a work

of Irish suffragecited a HaslamArchive in the British Library. Initially I researched

the intellectual and social backgroundwhich influencedthe Haslams' lives and

thinking, and submitteda thesis proposal,basedon the certainty that an archive

existed. A requestto the National Library for permissionto consult the Haslam



paperselicited a negativeresponse- no suchpapersweredepositedthere.1 A call to

the British Library also drew a blank; therewas no Haslamarchivebut therewere

letters in the Marie StopesCollection from Anna Haslam. A visit to the library to

consult these letters whetted the appetite for knowledge of the Haslams. The

personalityof Anna, outspoken,open-minded,valiant in old age,emergedfrom her

letters.Her interestin birth control, andthe informationthat Thomashadwritten on

thetopic suggestedanotheravenueof research.

The discoveryof the existenceof a letter from John StuartMill to Thomas

Haslamin the University of Hull Library wasfortuitousas it led to a cacheof letters

and a copy of The Marriage Problem,2 a rare work on birth control pennedby

Thomas. The Marie Stopespapersin the ContemporaryMedical Archive Centre,

Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, also containedcorrespondence

betweenAnna Haslamand Marie Stopes. The publication of an article on Anna

Haslamin a biographicalcollection in 1995,revealedthatsomepapers,including the

minute book of the Haslams'suffrageassociationhad survived.3 The writer, Mary

Cullen, generouslydepositedthe material,which wasthen in hercare,in the Russell

Library, NUl, Maynooth for consultation. This collection included the surviving

papersof the IWSLGA and a short manuscriptaccount of her life in Anna's

handwritingandalsoidentifiedthesuffragewritings of Thomas.

An enquiryto the Dr. Williams's Library, London, following up an obscure

referenceto anunnamed'Irish Friend' in JudithWalkowitz'swork on the Contagious

DiseasesActs turnedup a hitherto unknown,anonymouswork by ThomasHaslam.4

The correspondence,mentionedabove, identified Thomasas the authorof another

anonymouswork calledDutiesofParentsandalsoalertedme to the fact thatThomas

I Thestaffof theNLI aresatisfiedthatthepaperswereneverdepositedthere.It is interestingto note
thatpublished suffragematerialin theNLI (journalsandconferencereportsetc.)all bearAH's name.
In correspondencewith Marie Stopes,Annacommentingon correspondenceon birth controldoesnot
mention anymaterialon depositin theNLI. Stopes,however,wroteon hercopyof TheMarriage
Problem: 'ThomasJosephHaslam... Diaries,letters,Mssetc. in the NationalLibrary of Ireland.' A
letterreceivedfrom Dublin Friends'Historical Library statesthat 'the legal papersbelongingto the
HaslamEstateappearto havebeendestroyedmanyyearsagowhentherewasa big 'paperdrive'. This
informationcamefrom a solicitor now decd.'19 Sept.1996.
2 <Edipus.[Thomas1. Haslam).TheMarriage Problem. (Dublin: Webb. 1868).
3 Mary Cullen. 'AnnaMaria Haslam(1829-1922)'.Mary CullenandMaria Luddy. (eds.)Women,
PowerandConsciousnessin 19th-CenturyIreland. (Dublin: Attic Press,1995),pp. 161-196.
4 A Memberof the StatisticalandSocial Inquiry Societyof Ireland,(TJH). TheRealWantsoftheIrish
People.(Dublin: Webb, 1865).Library copy inscribed'With theauthor'scompliments,ThomasJ.
Haslam.'
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was in correspondencewith personalitiesengagedin reform in England.S Further

researchin the FawcettLibrary, London,allowedconsultationof the official archive

of the ContagiousDiseasesActs campaign.The Dublin Friends' Historical Library

andthe Library of the Societyof Friends,Londoncontaineda wealthof genealogical

and biographicalmaterialon the Fisherand Haslamfamilies. The discoveryof the

Ackworth School Archive in the Registry of Deeds,Wakefield and of the Helen

BlackburnCollection in Girton CollegeLibrary, Cambridge,yielded useful dataon

the Haslams'teachingcareersand on the women'smovementin Ireland. Thomas's

pamphletA Few Words on Prostitution and the ContagiousDiseasesActs was,

however,unobtainabledespitea widespreadsearch.Luckily Dr. Maria Luddy kindly

allowedmeto consulthercopywhichshehadspenttwo yearssourcing.

Although researchhad thus produceda considerableamountof material, the

lack of a conventionalarchiveinfluencedthe structureof the thesis.While therewas

documentationon the early lives of AnnaandThomastherewas little on their young

adult lives. Their middle and later years and public lives were documented,

particularlyfrom 1876whenthe Dublin Women'sSuffrageAssociationwasfounded.

The first chapterchroniclesthe early lives and influencesof Anna and Thomas.It

demonstrateshow Anna'sQuakerismwas an importantfactor in her evolution as a

feminist. Their lives arecontextualisedin themilieu in which theywerelived, andthe

factorswhich influenced themarediscussed.A portrait emergesof a deeplyhappy,

yet childlessmarriagewhich exemplifiedtheir principlesand beliefs. ChaptersTwo

andThreeexaminethe writings of Thomason birth control and sexualmorality and

discusshis influences,contemporarytheoriesof sexualityand, using evidencefrom

their correspondence,explorehow thesewritings illuminate, andare illuminatedby,

their own lives andtheir marriage. ChapterFourexaminesthe campaignagainstthe

ContagiousDiseasesActs. The part playedby the Haslamsin that campaignwas a

practical applicationof their beliefs and ideals and also forges a link betweenthe

theory discussedin the earlier chaptersand their ongoing and evolving work for

suffrage which is the subject of ChaptersFive and Six. Thomas Haslam was a

feminist theorist; his wife wasanactivistwho put his theoriesinto practiceandin her

person, epitomised his assertion that women, intellectually and morally were

deservingofequitabletreatmentin politicsandbeforethe law.

S (TJH). The DutiesofParents:ReproductiveandEducational.(London:Bums,1872).
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Thestoryof Anna andThomasHaslamis partof thesocialandculturalhistory

of Ireland.Anna'searly life is a useful illustrationof the philanthropypractisedby a

typically prosperous Quaker merchant family. Her feminism was rooted in

Enlightenmentideasof individual naturalrights. Shewaseducatedand, from anearly

age, involved in reform and in philanthropy, a classic caseof the evolution of a

feminist. The reality of her Quakerbackground,her educationand work for reform,

hadempoweredher to demandequality for womenin the political sphere.Her public

life andthatof herhusbandrevealthe extentto which enlightenedandaltruistic men

andwomenworkedtogetherto further the causeof womenandof societygenerally.

While emphasisis necessarilygiven to the Haslams'fight for suffrage,theconnection

is forged betweenThomas's writings on sexuality and the questionof women's

emancipation. A picture emergesof a coterieof reformers,men and women,who

were involved in a variety of campaigns. The public lives of the Haslamswere

contemporaneouswith the major political and social movementsof late nineteenth

andearly twentiethcenturyIreland. The associationswith which they were involved

never became mass movements,and were non-party and non-sectarian. They

succeededin attractinginfluential supportfrom thosewho were on oppositesidesin

the Home Rule debate.Although publicly associatedwith unionism, Anna Haslam

neveralienatedher supportfrom thosewho wereopposedto it. Shewasopposedto

the militant suffragemovementwhich emergedin the fust decadeof the twentieth

centurybut defendedits motivationeloquentlyand with exemplaryfair-mindedness.

The history of the suffragemovementin Irelandhasbeeneclipsedby the womenof

InighnidhenahEireannandCumannnamBan.AnnaHaslamcannothopeto compete

with Maud GonneMacBride andCountessMarkievicz as a national icon. Shewas

unionist,uninvolvedin the 'terrible beauty'of 1916,alienatedfrom the independent

Irelandwhich shelived to see,asmuchby extremeold ageandphysicaldiscomfortas

by ideology. In the resurgentIrelandof the turn of the centuryeverythingwasrun by

the young; 'youth, eagerness,brains, imaginations'6were the characteristicsthat

marked the renaissance.Anna Haslam was seventy years old at the start of the

century. Becausethe historiographyof suffragehas concentratedon the twentieth

century, she emergesas an 'old dear'- an assessmentinfluenced,perhaps,by the

suffragetteMargaretCousins's1908descriptionof her asthe 'dearold leader.'From

6 Mary Colum.Life andtheDream.(New York, 1947).p. 153.
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1908to 1918,howevershecontinuedto leadanactivepublic life, travelling backand

forth from London to meetings and to lobby at the House of Commons and

undertakingfresh fields of endeavourafter the outbreakof war. Thomaspennedhis

lastwork in 1916at theageofninety-one.

AnnaandThomasHaslams'placein Irish history hasbeenminor to the point

of invisibility. There is a memorial to the couple in St. Stephen'sGreenin Dublin

consistingof a 'finely sculpturedgardenseatof Kilkenny limestone,the work of

Albert C. Power',which commemoratestheir long yearsof public service.7 Thereare

two biographicalessayson the life of Anna Haslam,one, by Marie O'Neill,S which

concentrateson hersuffragecampaign;thesecond,by Mary Cullen9
, discussesher life

as a feminist in the contextof the campaignsin which shewasengaged. Thereare

two books on the Irishwomen'ssuffragemovement,eachof which gives a brief

history of the Haslamswork for suffrage. In SmashingTimes (1984), Rosemary

Cullen Owensdoesnot mentionthe Haslamsafter page31 in a book of 159 pages.

CHona Murphy's The Women'sSuffrageMovementand Irish Societyin the Early

Twentieth Century (1989), does not deal with the nineteenth-centurymovement.

Although HelenBlackburn'sWomen'sSuffrage:A Recordofthe SuffrageMovement

in the British Isles (1901), concentrateson the history of the English suffrage

movement,the work containssomeuseful informationof the early daysof the Irish

campaign. Anna Haslamfeaturesbriefly in two biographieswhich havebeenwritten

on Hanna Sheehy SkeffingtonlO
, in a biography of Richard Webbll and in the

autobiographicalwork by JamesandMargaretCousins.12 Becausethe history of the

women'ssuffragemovementhas beendominated,in Englandas in Ireland, by the

militant campaignof the suffragettes,thereis an impressionconveyed,at leastin the

Irish situation, that the non-militant Irish Women'sSuffrage& Local Government

Association(IWSLGA) was completelyovershadowedby the young militant Irish

Women'sFranchiseLeague(IWFL). The reality, discussedin ChapterSix, was that

7 Marie O'Neill. 'TheDublin Women'sSuffrageAssociationandits Successors.'Dublin Historical
Recordvol. XXXVIII, no. 4. Sept.1985.p. 140.
8 Ibid. pp. 126-140.
9 Cullen. 'AnnaMariaHaslam.(1829-1922).'Mary Cullenand MariaLuddy. (eds.),.Women,Power
andConsciousnessin Jf)lh CenturyIreland (Dublin: Attic Press,1995),pp. 161-96.'
10 MargaretWard. HannaSheehySkeffington.(Corle Cork V.P., 1997);LeahLevenson& Jerry
Natterstad.HannaSheehySkeffington:Irish Feminist.(New York: SyracuseV.P., 1986).
11 Harrison,RichardS. RichardDavid Webb:Dublin QuakerPrinter (1805-1872).(Publishedby the
author,1993).
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both worked simultaneously,the IWSLGA was at its strongestnumerically in 1912

and some prominent suffragists were simultaneously associated with both

organisations.The Irish Citizen, the newspaPerof the suffragemovementprovides

materialon all its asPectsfrom 1912onwards.

Althoughthenon-militantmovementin Englandhas alsotendedto beeclipsed

by the suffragettes,at least in popular imagination, it is well documented.David

Rubenstein'sBefore the Suffragettes(1986), is particularly significant in that it

exploresthe importanceof the contributionof the non-militantcampaignto franchise

reform. Ray Strachey's The Cause(1928), the first serioushistory of the complete

women'ssuffragecampaign,written whenmany of the protagonistswere still alive,

containsa useful. discussionof the early movement.A recentpublication, Harold

Smith'sTheBritish Women'sSuffrageCampaign1866-1928(1998)is botha succinct

synthesisof recentscholarshipanda usefulcollectionof documentsPertainingto the

campaign. SandraHolton SuffrageDays(1996)examinesthe websof friendshipand

sharedvalueswhich madeup the English movement,characteristicssharedby the

Irish suffragists.The importanceof Anna and ThomasHaslams'contributionto the

causeof suffrage was acknowledgedby the English movementwhich was also

Perennially concernedwith the support, or lack of it, of the Irish membersof

parliament.

Maria Luddy's Women and Philanthropy in Nineteenth-CenturyIreland

(1993),usefully discussesthe Irish campaignagainstthe ContagiousDiseasesActs in

the context of contemporaryphilanthropic endeavour;her essayson prostitution

further examinethe legislation in an Irish context. Judith Walkowitz's Prostitution

and Victorian Society (1980) provides the backgroundof the English campaign

against the CDAs of which the Irish movement wasa branch. Lucy Bland's.

BanishingtheBeast(1995)explorestheattemptby feministsat the tum of thecentury

to constructa new morality which drew on conceptsof evolutionary theory and

demandeda newcodeof sexualmorality from men.Lesley HallandRoy Porter'sThe

FactsofLife (1995),andMichael Mason'sThe MakingofVictorian Sexuality(1994)

and The Making of Victorian SexualAttitudes(1994), containuseful discussionson

prescriptive literature of sexuality which would have been available to Thomas

Haslamand which may have influencedthe formation of his theoriesof sexuality.

12 JamesH. andMargaretCousins.WeTwo Together.(Madras:Ganesh.,1950).
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SusanKingsley Kent's SexandSuffrage(1987) forges a link betweenevolution of

feminist theoriesof sexualmorality andthecampaignfor thevote.

This thesisaimsto revealthe importanceof the lives of AnnaHaslamandher

husbandto the history of nineteenthandearly twentiethcenturyIreland. It attemptsto

demonstratethat, assistedby her husband'swritings and practical support, Anna

Haslamwasresponsiblefor the improvementofwomen'sstatusin thepolitical, social

and educationalfields. It puts forward the hypothesisthat the Haslamsnot only

played a major part in the early years of the feminist movementin Ireland, but

contributedto the evolutionof feminist thoughtin the United Kingdom; the writings

of ThomasHaslamon sexualityweresignificantlyearlierthanBritish writers who are

regardedaspioneersin the field. Furthermore,thethesiswill demonstratehow Anna,

and particularly ThomasHaslam,exploited the stereotypeof the asexualVictorian

woman in order to testify to her moral superiority, thus confirming her

incontrovertibleright to full legalandpolitical equality.

7



Chapter1

ILet usmeettogetherII:
BiographicalsketchofAnnaandThomas Haslam.

Anna Maria Fisher'sbirth into a family imbuedwith the valuesof the Society

of Friendswasa significantfactor in the developmentof hersocialconscienceandin

her deeply held belief in equality of men and women. Quakerismis essentially

optimistic. To membersof the Society of Friends,man is basically good and has

within himselfthe seedof his spiritual growth. They believethat God sPeaksto the

listening soul and that eachattentivesoul can make deeply satisfying contactwith

God. This capacitywas the 'Inner Light' that is 'the light of Christ within' which

'madethemindependentof any humanhierarchyandprovideda disturbingchallenge

to otherman-madetraditions.,2 Inner light renderseachPersoncapableof ministering

to his or her fellows andgiveseachmemberof the Societysignificancein its ordering

andservice.Thereareno ministers, nohierarchy,no sacraments.God sPeaksdirectly

to the listeningsoul - a ReligiousMeetingis simply a gatheringof Friendswaiting in

silence for the guidanceof God. Occasionallya Friend feels moved to sPeak'to

minister in words, to pray, to sharea doubt, a concern,a deepfeeling which might

help the worshipPersforward into somenew depth. Any man or womanmight thus

minister.'3With spiritual ability as the only criterion, 'Quakerministry has remained

oPento womenthroughouttheSociety'shistory.' In effectthose'who hadthe gift for

sPeaking in meeting were recognisedas ministers ... the Society had no paid

preachers.'4The recognitionthat every humanbeing had the 'Inner Light' within,

meantthat Quakersbelievedthat war was wrong, memberswere pacifists from the

startoftenat considerablecostto themselves.Belief in the divine seedin all menand

womenalso meantthat Friendsconstantlychallengedinjusticeandcruelty in others.

I 'Letterfrom ourCountryWomen'sMeetingin Lancashireto beDispersedabroadamongthe
Women'smeetingseverywhere.'It wassentbetween1675and 1680'to womenon bothsidesof the
Atlantic. Cited in ElisabethPottsBrown andSusanMosherStuard.(eds.),Witnessesfor Change:
QuakerWomenover ThreeCenturies.(New Brunswick:RutgersU. P., 1989).
2 RichardS. Harrison.'Spiritual Perceptionandthe Evolutionof the Irish Quakers.'Kevin Herlihy,
(ed.), TheReligionofIrish Dissent.(Dublin: FourCourtsPress,1996),p. 69.
3 RichardS. Harrison.A BiographicalDictionaryofIrish Quakers.(Dublin: FourCourtsPress,1997),
p.17.
4 ElisabethPottsBrown andJeanR. Soderlund.'Sourceson QuakerWomen.'Brown and Stuard.
Witnessesfor Change.p. 158.
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Friendsdid not believein classdistinction andasa matterof principle refusedto doff

their hats to any man or woman irresPectiveof rank. Anna Haslam's lack of

obsequiousness,obvious in her letters to leading politicians, was doubtlessdue to

theseegalitarianprinciples.

The first Friendswho cameto Ireland in the seventeenthcentury 'had been

predominantly small farmers, craftsmen, merchantsor professional People.'S In

Ireland, despitesomerestrictionsimposedby the Penal laws, 'avoiding all political

and armed conflict, they prosPered.'By the seventeenthcentury, Quakerswere

prominenttradersin townsof Munster,Leinster andUlster.6 They wereboundto one

another by family networks through intermarriageand by the structure of the

Society'sadministration. Honestyor 'truth' for Quakerswasnot an abstractconcept

but a living inwardspiritualPerceptionwhich wasexpressedoutwardlyin plainnessof

dressandlanguage.7 The adherenceto truth wassucha basictenetof the Societythat

the taking of oathswas forbiddento membersasto do so wasto imply the existence

of a doublestandardof truth. This strict adherenceto truth was beneficial in that it

helPedforge:

a remarkablereputationfor fair dealingwith Peopleof otherdenominations
in the fields of trade and commerce,and although some outsiderswere
annoyed,at first, by the refusalof Quaker businessmento barter,insisting
insteadon a fixed price for their products, it was soon realized that the
practice was based on what the Quakers consideredwas a fair price,
consistentwith their notionof truth.8

In addition to their reputationfor honestytheir successin businesswas due to the

quickly establishednetworkof usefulcontactswithin the Society.9 Friendswho were

bankrupt,or who wereshownin any way to havebeenguilty of lessthanhonourable

businesspracticeweredisownedfrom the Societyuntil suchtime asthey discharged

all theirdebts.10

As well as Meetings for Worship several times a week, Quakersattended

constantroundsof Monthly, Quarterly,and Yearly administrativemeetingsat local,

provincial and national levels. Suchmeetingsfacilitated the formation of networks

S MauriceWigham.The Irish Quakers:A ShortHistory oftheReligiousSocietyofFriendsin Ireland
(Dublin: HistoricalCommitteeof the ReligiousSocietyof Friendsin Ireland, 1992),p. 44.
6 Thomas P. O'Neill. 'TheSocietyof FriendsandtheGreatFamine.'Studies.June1950.p. 203.
7 Wigham.Irish Quakers.p. 37.
• Cyril GerardBrannigan. 'QuakerEducationin 18th and 19th CenturyIreland.'In Irish Educational
Studies.Vol.. 4, no. 1, 1984.pp. 59-60.
9 Wigham.Irish Quakers.p. 44.
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outside immediatecommunitieswhich in tum encouragedbusinessand increased

opportunitiesfor marriagesbetweenmembers.

Quakerwomenhad their own administrativemeetingswhere they ran their

affairs and dealt with various matterssuch as poor relief: marriage, female dress,

educationof children.They settledquestionssuchas 'marriagepractices,the careof

the sick and poor, and communityresponsibilities... in termsfavorableto women's

participationandleadership.'11 In the lastquarterof the seventeenthcentury,Margaret

Fell, wife of the Society'sfounder,GeorgeFox, andherdaughterssettledquestionsof

the community responsibilitiesof women. A letter was circulated to all Quaker

communitieswhich laid downtheologicaljustificationfor the participationof women

Friends: 'We are all childrenof God by faith in Christ Jesus,wherethere is neither

male nor female.' The letter provided instructions for the running of women's

meetingswhich followed a similar programmeto men'smeetings.They were also

instructedin theadministrationof theiraffairs:

Also let Carebetakenthateveryparticularwomensmonthlymeetinghavea
booketo setdown, andrecordtheir businessesandpassagesthat is doneor
agreedupon ... that collections be set downe in the booke; and that the
Receipts,anddisbursementsof everyparticular meetingbe setdown ... that
every particular meeting may see and know, how their collections is
disbursed.And thatsomefaithfull honestwoman,or womenfriends,thatcan
Read,andwrite, keeptheBookandreceivetheCollections.12

This widely circulatedletterplacedQuakerwomenin touchwith eachother andthey

subsequently:

followed the practice of exchanging visitations and letters ... The
consequenceof this early circulated letter can hardly be overemphasized.
Throughsharinga commonphilosophywomen'smeetingsfor businesson
both sides of the Atlantic followed remarkably consistentprogramsof
action.13

It is noteworthy that this was done without the developmentof a bureaucratic

structure. Women'smeetingsmanagedtheir own agendaand selectedtheir own

priorities. In Ireland the first National Women's Meeting washeld in 1678 and

10 Ibid p. 59.
II SusanMosherStuard.'Women'sWitnessing:A New Departure' Brown andSoderlund.Witnesses
for Change.p. 15.
12 Letterwritten sometimebetween1675and 1680andsentfrom the LancashireMeetingof Women
Friendsto otherwomen'smeetingson bothsidesof theAtlantic. Ascribedto SarahFell daughterof
MargaretFell whosesecondhusbandwasthe founderof theQuakers. Cited in Brown andStuard.
WitnessesforChange.pp. 27-28.
13 SusanMosherStuard.'Women'sWitnessing:A New Departure.'Ibid pp. 15-16.
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continuedannually until 1903, after which men and womenalways met together.14

London women Quakerssucceededin obtaining the right to hold their own yearly

meetingonly after 1753 when the AmericanQuaker,SusannaMorris, spoketo the

London Yearly Meeting demandingthat women have their own gathering.IS This

suggeststhat Irish Quakerwomen were networkedon a national scalewithin the

Societyearlierthantheir Englishsisters.Quakerwomen,particularlythosewho were

involved in monthly, quarterly (provincial) and annual (national) meetings,gained

importantpracticalskills. Theywerepractisedin addressingmeetings,writing reports,

keepingaccounts,chairing committeesand in ensuringthat a meetingarrived at a

consensus. They shareda commitmentand commonpurposeto take care of one

another,their children,thepoorandthesick, andto extendtheir careto othersoutside

their circle who werein needandalsoto ministeroutside'if it wereto cometo them.'

They were also free to set their own priorities. They were obliged to aid a fellow

member'formulateher witness'evenif they did not, in conscience,shareit. 16 Such

tenetsfosteredtolerance,evidencedin the attitudesdisplayedby AnnaHaslamin her

public life. Her understandingof the point of view of thosewho opposedher, her

justification of the motives of the militant suffrage women whose methodsshe

deplored, was true to the spirit of her early training in women's meetings.Her

remarkableorganisationalandadministrativeskills werelearntin theQuakermeeting.

If movedto do so,Quakerwomenfrequentlytravelleddistancesto visit other

communitiesof friends. 'PeripateticwomenFriendsboundtheir sisterstogetherin ... a

web of interlocking ties' from the eighteenthcentury onwards:7 Visiting women

spreadthe word of reform causessuchasthe abolitionof slaverywith the result that

Quakerwomenwereactive in mostof the reform andprogressivemovementsin the

United StatesandGreatBritain andIreland. The commercialsuccessandsubsequent

enhancedsocialstatusof the Quakerslent respectabilityto the causesthey espoused.

The stanceof Quakersagainstslavery, particularly in North America, was often

againsteconomicself-interestandwas recognisedandrespectedassuch.

14 Wigham.Irish Quakers. p. 36.
IS SusanMosherStuard.'Women'switnessing:A New Departure.'In Eds.ElisabethPottsBrown and
SusanMosherStuard.Witnessesfor Change:QuakerWomenoverThreeCenturies.(New Brunswick:
RutgersUniversity Press,1989),p. 16.
16 Ibid. p. 17.
17 Ibid p. 16.
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The diaries of ElizabethClibbom who was a memberof the Grubb family,

throw light on the life of a nineteenthcentury Irish Quakerwoman. The Grubb

family's position in Clonmel was analogouswith the Fisher family's status in

Youghal. Elizabeth'sdiary mixes accountsof the activities of her 'sweetchildren'

with harrowingdescriptionsof frequentchildbirth: 'Eliza Clibbom wasborn after 52

hoursof dreadfulsuffering. My flesh seemedlike mummyfor a considerabletime.'18

Despitefrequent illnessesof herselfand her family, including the deathof her son

'our sweetengagingJoOO,'19Elizabethtravelled frequently to QuarterlyMeetingsin

Limerick and Cork and Mountmellick and to Annual Meetingsin Dublin. Shewas

sometimestom betweenthe conflicting needsof her family and her desireto attend

meetingsin placesfar afield. In 1810she'Left homein companywith JamesAbell,

Benjamin White etc., parted my dear husbandand sweet children under strong

emotions'to attenda meetingin Dublin, 'a uniting instructivetime.' Despitehaving

'gonethroughmuchconflict reSPectingthe proprietyof leavingmy dearesthusband'

she then travelled to Holyheadand from thence 'travelled 163 miles in 2 days' to

Birminghamwheresheattendedtwo meetings. Shedrove to London to the Yearly

Meeting which 'continuedto that day week in much harmony.' Shealso visited an

asylum near Bristol, a home for the blind in Bristol 'and some other affecting

institutions.'On the way home 'the wind wascontrary'and the voyageto Waterford

took thirty hours.20

Elizabeth Clibbom's diary reveals the extent of her commitment to the

Society.Sheconstantlyquestionedherfitnessfor herpositionasoverseer:

I have held that office nearly five yearsand have not the consolationof
believing that the meetinghasbenefittedby it in any instance. I laboured
undermuch discouragementfrom a consciousnessof my own unfitness&
belief that I was unacceptableto many membersbut Perhapsit was some
restraintof my ownconduct& conversation.21

Her diariesarePepPeredwith accountsof philanthropypractisedby Friendsto those

not of their own community. ExamplesincludeFriendswho visited ten menandone

woman under 'sentenceof death, the famous robber Brennan [the highwayman

II The Diary o/ElizabethC/ibborn0/AnnerMills, Clonmel,Co. Tipperary, /807-/8/3.DFHL.
pp. 1,3.
19 Ibid. pp. 4, 6.
20 Ibid. pp. 27, 28,29, 30.
21 Ibid. p..41 Shedescribedherdutiesasoverseerasvisiting Friends,readingreportsofmeetings,
answeringqueriesat PreparativeandMonthly Meetings.See note23 below.
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Brennanof the Moor] of the number.'22Elizabethwasvery consciousof the benefits

of vaccinationto her own childrenand shealso vaccinatedthe childrenof the poor.

Sheis disarminglyhonestabouthergoodworks:

Last evening I vaccinated29 children, 12 the week before - it is a
troublesomejob. I am quite tired of it and yet it seemsmy duty to make
every possibleeffort to be of use to this class of my fellow creatures,
howeverirksome.23

TheClibbomdiariesareindicativeofhow far Quakerwomensucceededin expanding

their rolesseeminglywithin the boundariesof contemporarysociety.Obviously there

wasoftena conflict betweendutiesto husbands andchildrenandthedesireto minister

at meetings.An examinationof their roleswithin the Societyhowevergoessomeway

to explainwhy 'Quakerwomentranscendedthe stereotyPesof their time andplaceto

play effective,andoftentransforming,rolesin the world.,24 AnnaHaslamwassucha

woman. Sheexplained:'I was broughtup a memberof the Societyof Friendsand

wasaccustomedto seewomenworking sideby sidewith their brothersasMinisters,

Elders and Overseers2S upon the footing of undisputedequality.,26 She could not

'rememberany time whenshewasnot a believerin women'sequality. It cameto her

naturally,andwasalwaystakenfor grantedin herhousehold- a Quakerhousehold.,27

In herwork on Victorian feminismPhilippaLevinehaswritten that 'manyof the best

known feministsof the periodwerethe daughtersof small but activecommunitiesof

Quakers... known for their radicalismandinterestin socialconditionsandwelfare.,28

Shealso identified exposureto anti-slaveryagitationin childhoodasa characteristic

typical of thosewho becameactivefeminists.29

Anna Haslamwas born Anna Maria Fisher in Youghal, Co. Cork in

1829.TheFisherfamily wasdescendedfrom ReubenFisher(1669-1723), the second

sonof a chirurgeonfrom the LondonBoroughof Southwark. He cameto Youghalto

22 Ibid p. 19.
23 Ibid p. 42.
24 Stuard.'Women'sWitnessing.., p. 4.
25 EldersandOverseers,appointedby theMonthly Meeting,wereoriginally olderFriendsrespectedfor
their wisdom.Overseerswereappointedto helpthemembershippracticallyatdifferentstagesof life.
SeeHarrisonBiographicalDictionary. p. 17.
26 Typescriptof speechdeliveredby AH. n.d. IHA archive.Cited in Mary Cullen. 'AnnaMaria
Haslam.(1829-1922),'in Mary CullenandMaria Luddy (eds.)Women,PowerandConsciousnessin
J9'h CenturyIreland. (Dublin: Attic Press,1995).
27 'ThePioneersof Feminismin Ireland'.IC.21 Mar. 1914.p. 347.
21 PhilippaLevine. FeministLivesin Victorian England:PrivateLivesandPublic Commitment,
(Oxford: Blackwell, 1990),p. 32.
29 Ibid p. 17.
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visit his sisterMarthaDobbs,a Quaker,who lived in thetown. Reuben,too, becamea

Quakerandmovedpermanentlyto Youghal in 1701.MarthaDobbswho hadjoined

the Friends,residedon an estatein Youghal which was afterwardsforfeited for the

non-paymentof tithes. Reubenbroughtmanytestimonialswith him from Friendsin

Londonwhich arecopiedin the booksof the YoughalMeeting.He marriedMargaret

Shutewho for many yearswas the clerk30 of the Women'sMeeting. Reuben'sson

Joseph(1718-1791),only four when his father died, was apprenticedto William

Richardsonof Limerick, druggistandapothecary.Eventuallyhe returnedto Youghal

where he starteda hosiery business.He was appointedan elder by the provincial

meetingat Cork. His sonReuben,(1753-1806)marriedJenepherAbell (1757-1807)

daughterof a prominentCork Quakerfamily. They had elevenchildren, including

Abraham,their secondsonand fourth child, father of Anna. Abraham(1783-1871)

wasa successfulmiller andanotedphilanthropist.He marriedJaneMoor (1789-1877)

and Anna Maria born in 1829 was the sixteenth of their seventeenchildren.

Effectively shewastheyoungestchild asRebecca,bornin 1830,diedin 1832.31

The Fishersat the time of Anna'schildhoodhad beena successfulmerchant

family for generations. JosephFisher(1778-1816),who describedhimselfas 'Being

concernedwith theComTrade,'elderbrotherofAbraham,wroteto Lord LivefPOol in

1815 in an attemptto conveythe alarmingstateof the country. The letter revealed

Joseph'sability to gatherinformation from the networkof Friends.It alsoexpressed

concernfor the feeding of the poor and was propheticconcerningthe fate of the

'lowerclasses... particularlyshouldthe Potatocropprovedefective.'Fisherprovided

detailsof conditionsin thenorthof Ireland,LivefPOol, thenorthof Englandandmost

of all from Youghal where 'the crops are in a deplorablestate after the almost

incessantwetnessof the last two weeks.'He fearedthat 'thedeficiencyin Flour will

bevery great.' His suggestedsolutionwas 'the stoppageof distillation' which would

allow grainon to themarketto beusedasa food substitutefor wheator potatoes.The

letter is remarkablyfree of obsequiousness.32 It suggests thepublic spiritednessof

JosephFishermanifestedby his concernfor the poor, andparticularly in his concern

thatscarcityof grainwill drive up theprice,a factorwhich would havebenefittedhim

30 Theduty of the 'clerk' to a Meetingwas 'to ascertain'thesenseofhemeeting'andrecorddecisions
in the form ofanagreedminute.See Harrison.BiographicalDictionary. p. 17.
31 Fisherfamily biographicalnotes.DFHL.
32 Letter from JosephFisherofYoughalto Lord Liverpool. 11 Oct. 1816.BL Add. Ms. 38263.
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as a com trader. It may also reveal his adherenceto the causeof temperance.The

writing ofa letterto thePrimeMinister is revealingof theconfidentself-imageof this

seniorfamily member.

Slater'sdirectoryrevealsthe scopeof theFisherfamily's interestsall in North

Main St. Youghal in 1846. Abraham,whosechiefoccupationwas milling, was also

listed asan insuranceagent.Quakerswerepopularinsuranceagents:'Apart from the

"probity" thatwasassumedto attachto them,their wide businesscontactswaslikely

to encouragebusinessand add to the respectableimage of the companythat they

represented.,33 His eldest son PeterMoor Fisher, may well have taken over the

milling businessby 1846. He is listed as a baker, butter merchant,miller, with an

addressat 71 North Main St. Another sonJosephwas a booksellerand stationer,oil

and colourmanand tallow chandler. Fisher & Moss, ironmongersand trimming

dealers,operatedfrom PeterMoor Fisher'spremisesat North Main St.34

Anna's motherJaneMoor Fisher would appearto have beenan exemplary

memberof the Societyof Friends. Shewas the subjectof a lengthy obituary in the

Society'sAnnualMonitor which is the main sourceof information on her life. She

was the only daughterof PeterMoor, who left his home in Yorkshire, eventually

arriving in Youghal after a journeywhich readslike a 'Boy'sOwn' adventurestory.

On routehe was forcibly takenby a pressgangon boarda man-of-war,but said he

wasa Quakerand would not fight. He wasthenrobbedandsetdownon the coastof

Kerry where'Irish peasantstreatedhim with greatkindness.' In Cork he found kind

"Friends ready to help and employ him. He subsequentlymarried an Irish Friend

namedSarah Chamberlainandsettledin Youghalwheretheir daughterJanewasborn

in 1789.JanemarriedAbrahamFisherand had seventeenchildren. Shewas married

for over sixty-five yearsandwasa greatsupporterof the temperancecause,'for fifty

yearsshewastheunfailing advocateof this movementandin her87thyearjoinedtbe
Good Templars.' Her philanthropywasnoteworthy:

She took a lively interest in all benevolentefforts in her native town
especially in the educationquestion. She was a kind and sympathetic
neighbour, friend to her poor neighbours, very skillful in the use and
applicationof herbs,active in relieving sufferingandattendingto the wants
of thosein distress.

33 RichardS. Harrison. Dub/inQuakersin Business.UnpublishedMLitt. thesis.Trinity College
Dublin 1988. p. 316.
34 Slater'sDirectory. (Manchester:Slater,1846),pAll.
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Shewas a zealoussupporterof the Anti-Slavery Causeand as an old lady revealed

that her young family gaveup the useof slaveproduce, including abstainingfrom

sugarfor someconsiderabletime until 'free grown goods' arrived in Ireland. Her

'deepattachmentto her own ReligiousSocietywasevincedon many occasions.'As

in the caseof ElizabethClibborn therewassometimestensionbetweenher busy life

asthemotherof a largefamily andhercall to theserviceofhersociety:

Sheoften left herbedof sicknessto attendherQuarterlyMeetingand it was
her practiceto attendsuch meetingswhen held at a distanceto leave her
young family under the care of her elder children whom she was careful
early to educatein the leadingdoctrinesof our ReligiousSociety'spractices
anddiscipline.

For JaneFisher, attendingQuarterly Meetings meant travelling to Cork by horse

drawntransport. During her lifetime shewaspregnantfor a cumulativeperiodof at

leasttwelve years.From the diary of ElizabethClibborn, it is evidentthat pregnancy

was not a limiting factor in the undertakingof commitmentsto the Societyalthough

there are complaintsabout suffering from 'riding imprudently in the jaunting car'

shortly beforethebirth ofa daughter.3s

JaneFisher'sattire was simple and neatand 'neverconspicuous. She ever

bore a faithful protestagainstadoptingthe changingfashionsof the world.,36 Anna

Haslamrarely spokeof her mother. Discussingher husband'sDuties ofParents, in

which he recommendedthe limiting of the numberof childrenbornto a family, Anna

referredto the reactionof her 'old motheragedover 80 who had 17 children' to the

book: 'To our astonishment[she] saidgenerationsunbornwould welcomeand bless

sucha purewise book.'37This responsesuggests,perhaps,that JaneFishermay have

regrettedhavingborneso manychildren.ElizabethClibborn, in herjournal, dreaded

the birth of anotherchild, 'to meanawful prospect.'and longedfor 'asitting roomor

quiet apartmentto retire from the nursery. The continual disturbanceat night and

noiseof the day is too muchfor my presentsufferingstate.' Travelling to meetings,

no matterhow onerousthejourney,anddespitethe crisisof conscienceaboutleaving

children, must haveprovidedQuakerwomenwith a welcomerespitefrom domestic

caresandalsoopportunitiesto socialiseandexchangeideas.Clibborn wrote that she

35 Clibbom. Diary. p. 2.
36 TheAnnualMonitor, or, ObituariesoftheMembersoftheSocietyofFriendsfor theyear1877.
(London, 1879),pp. 79-81.
37 AH to Marie SlopeS.20 Aug. 1818.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66l2b.
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'hesitated about the propriety of leaving my little flock ... but the prosPect

brightens.,38 The records of the Youghal Meetings in Dublin Friends' Historical

Library revealtheconstantparticipationof JaneFisherin therunningof the Women's

Meeting in Youghal and her frequent attendanceas a delegateat the Quarterly

meetingsin Cork. AnnaHaslam'sgroundingin beliefsof equality,theexampleof her

mother's active ministry, her Quaker birthright of administrative skills, and her

resolveto dedicateher life to the serviceto others,were all inculcatedas a child in

Youghal. At her eightiethbirthday party shesaid that 'shewould take no credit to

herselffor her work in variousspheresbecausefrom the frrst it was in her blood.,39

While the minute booksand otherdocumentsin the DFHL revealthat men wielded

the ultimateauthority in the Societyof Friends,women'spart in the runningof their

ownaffairsandparticularlyin their right to minister,gavetheminherentadvantages.

Anna's lifelong commitmentto educationfor womenwas anotherlegacyof

her membershipof the Society of Friends. Quakersattachedgreat importanceto

education.In the first half-centuryof its existence,the Societyof Friendsfounded

fifteen schoolsandit wasnoteworthy'thatmanyof their schoolswerefor girls aswell

asboys.'4O Schoolsconcentratedon characterformation,striving to cultivatehonesty

and truthfulnessand a charitabledispositionto others.Although the primary aim of

Quaker education was religious, schools also supplied a practical vocational

groundingin subjectswhich would preparepupils for occupationsin trade,business

or the professions.41 The practice of silent worship also made Quakereducation

distinctive: 'A form of worship in which all can take part in ministry placesan

emphasison personalinspirationwhich is boundto fosteran attitudeof individuality

andresponsibility.,42 By the endof the eighteenthcentury,thereweremany Quaker

schools in Ireland, including co-educational provincial boarding schools at

Mountmellick,LisburnandWaterford.Anna Haslamattendedthe MunsterProvincial

Schoolat NewtownWaterfordfrom 1840to 1842. Thecurriculumfor girls included

'SPelling, Reading, English, Grammar, Writing, Arithmetic, Sewing, Marking,

31 Clibbom,Diaries. p. 18.
39 'Mrs. AnnaMaria Haslam- The"At Home"to celebrateherEightiethBirthday.' Unidentified
newspaperarticle in DFHL Scrapbook.p. 20.
40 JohnReader.OfSchoolsandSchoolmasters:SomeThoughtson QualcerEducation.(London:
QuakerHomeService,1979),p. 27.
41 Seeibid. alsoBranniganQualcerEducation,andW.A. CampbellStuart.QualcersandEducation.
(London: EpworthPress,1953).
42 Reader.OfSchoolsandSchoolmasters.p 54.
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Knitting,' while boyswere, in addition,taughtgeographyand 'someuseful branches

of Mathematics'but werenot offeredthe sewingetc.43 Howevera femalepupil who

startedatNewtown in 1844, statedthatshehadbeen'groundedin EnglishLiterature,

Grammar,Geography,History of the World in generalandof EnglandScotlandand

Ireland.Frenchwastaughtby a Frenchmaster.,44In 1898at thecentenarycelebrations

at Newtown, 'An American oak was plantedby Benjamin Fayle and Anna Maria

Haslamthe oldest"old scholars"present.'Anna wascalleduponto speak'andgave

someinterestingparticularsof schoollife ... in theoldentimes.,4S Her nieceMargaret

Fisher daughterof her eldestbrotherPeterMoor Fisher (1809-1899)also gave an

accountof her schooldaysin Newtown which were almost contemporaneouswith

Anna's. She said that twelve of Anna's generationof the Fishers had been at

Newtown.46

From 1842 to 1845 Anna was a pupil at The Mount School in York. This

school,foundedin 1831,offereda wider curriculumthan Newtownincluding literary

and classical studies. 'At The Mount less emphasiswas placed on lady-like

"accomplishments"than in contemporarygirls' schools.,47 It wasnotedfor the 'large

share'of effort devoted'to intellectualculture.,48 It is likely that for someof hertime

atTheMount, Annatrainedasanapprenticeteacher.'Fouror five girls ata time were

... admittedat lower fees' in orderto train asteachers. Theyremainedat schoolfor an

extrayearandthenwereengagedasjunior teachersfor a varyingperiodof years.This

systemproved so successfulthat 'the children so trained were in demandfor The

Mount staffandfor the staffsof otherschools.,49 Anna servedasan assistantteacher

at Ackworth, alsoin Yorkshire,from 1847to 1848andhereshemet ThomasHaslam

from Mountmellick. She retired 'altogetherfrom teachingin 1848.'so She always

maintainedan active interest in educationand campaignedfor many years for

increasededucationalopportunity for women. Shewas a founding memberof the

43 MauriceWigham.NewtownSchoolWaterford1798-1998:A History. (Waterford:NewtownSchool,
1998), p. 25.
44 NewtownSchoolCentenary1898.(Waterford:NewenhamHarvey& Co., 1898),p. 35.
45 Ibid. pp. 25, 23.
46 Ibid. p. 33.
47 Reader.OfSchoolsandSchoolmasters.p. 34.
... W.A. CampbellSteward.QuakersandEducation.(London:EpworthPress,1953),p. 66.
49 Ibid. p. 97.
50 JosephSpenceHodgson.Superintendents,TeachersandPrincipal OfficersofAclcworthSchoolfrom
1779-J894: A list compiledfrom official documentswith historicalnotesandshortbiographies.
(Ackworth: Ackworth Old ScholarsAssociation,1895),pp. 62-3.
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CentralAssociationof Irish SchoolmistressesandotherLadies Interestedin Education

(CAISM) andservedfor manyyearson its executivecommittee.

We canonly speculatewhy Anna left Ackworth in 1848. It may havebeen

connectedwith ThomasHaslam'sprematureretirementfrom teachingthe sameyear.

Perhapsshefelt the needto returnhometo helpher family in its famine relief efforts.

Severalbereavementssufferedby the Fisherfamily in the 1840smay well havebeen

the reason. JamesAbell Fisher,agedtwenty, the sibling nearestin ageto Anna, died

in 1848. Two sistersSarahand Susannahad died in 1847. Jenepherthe oldest

memberof the family had died in 1844agedthirty-six. It would be understandable

had Abrahamand Janesummonedtheir youngest childhome after such a spateof

tragicallyyoungdeathswithin the family.SI

The provisionof relief during the Great Famineby membersof the Societyof

Friends was a practical manifestationof the Quakercommitmentto philanthropy.

The Society'sCentral Relief Committeein Dublin organisedthe ongoing work of

relief. Twenty-one'corresponding'members,one of whom was AbrahamFisher,

were appointedthroughoutthe provincesto inform the Central Committeeof local

conditions. An auxiliary committeewas formed in Cork of which AbrahamFisher

wasoneof thethreeYoughalrepresentatives.JosephFisher,brotherof Anna,wasthe

secretaryof the Youghal Poor Relief Committee.S2 Another brother, Peter Moor

Fisher, 'set up severalfood kitchensin his district,' on the Waterford Cork border

some miles eastof Youghal.S3 Between1847 and 1849 he imported Indian com

'showing the peoplehow to use the meal for food.'S4 Anna, on her return from

Ackworth, wassurroundedby family membersdeeply involved in famine relief. A

profile in The Irish Citizen describedher 'as providing emplOYmentto mitigate the

horrorsof the Famine.'It creditedher with 'teachinggirls knitting and lace-making'

and with establishingthe 'lace-makingindustry of Youghal' later takenover by the

Presentationnuns.ss In the next issueAnna demurredthat 'it wasnot lace-makingbut

knitting and crochetwhich my sisterand I taughtthe girls during the famine years.

The subsequentdevelopmentof the lace-makingindustry... was entirely due to the

51 Fisherfamily biographicalnotes.DFHL.
52 Papersof FamineReliefCommission.NAI. RLFC. 312/6/133 2/441/39.
53 RichardS. Harrison.Cork City Quakers1655-1939.(Privatelypublished,1991),p. 59.
54 AnnualMonitor 1900.p. 69.
55 'The Pioneersof Feminismin Ireland.Ie. 14 Mar. 1914.p. 347.
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initiative of the nuns.,S6 She wrote that 'they at first met in her father'skitchen at

Springfield in the eveningsuntil the girls & the consequentordersgot too numerous

andin the future theyworkedin their own homes.'Theenterprisewasvery successful

and many girls were helpedto emigrate.S7 This home industry was a considerable

undertakingand continued until Anna's wedding in 1854 when the nuns of the

PresentationconventYoughal 'took over someof bestgirls' and taught them lace­

making.,saA documentin the NationalArchivesdated1852revealsthe extentof the

employmentgeneratedby AnnaandhersisterDeborah.They had 'over 100 females

atwork' anddid not 'requireanyassistancein supplyingmaterial'but thattheywould

be glad of 'somehelp in supplying coal and candles.,s9It would appearfrom the

available evidence that the Fisher girls efficiently organised an enterprise of

considerablescalewhich lastedfor a numberof yearsandwasprobablythenucleusof

whateventuallybecamethefamousYoughallaceindustry.In a shortautobiographical

pieceAnna saidthat shehadhelped'in the SoupKitchen startedon the occasionof

thepotatofamine.Youghalfor thedurationof the famine.' (SeeAppendix3).

During the periodbetweenherreturnfrom Ackworth andmarriage,Anna was

involved in the 'InternationalPeaceMovement..' In a speechrecallingher early life,

Anna mentionedthat 'she was Honorary Secretaryof the first 'Olive Leaf Circle'

establishedin Irelandfor thepromotionofuniversalpeace... In 1849shehadstoodon

the platform with Elihu Burritt.,60 Elihu Burritt, the 'learned blacksmith' from

Connecticutworked for a 'multiplicity of good causeswhich included anti-slavery,

temperanceandpeace.' His arrival in Britain 'broughtanaddedsenseof purposeand

a set of more lively tactics to the peacemovement.,61 He launcheda Leagueof

Universal Brotherhoodwhich by July 1848 had almost 30,000 membersin 400

branchesscatteredthroughoutthe Anglo-Americanworld.' Burritt recruitedfemale

supportto his peacemovementby meansofhis Olive LeafCircleswhich wereformed

of womenof 'variousChristiandenominations.'Olive LeafCircles were essentially

56 Ibid 28 Mar. 1914.p. 355.
57 Autobiographicalsketchof AH. IHA ms.
sa Letterfrom AH to FSS.16 Mar. 1914.SheehySkeffingtonPapers,NLI. 21,625.
59 Extractfrom letterreceivedfrom Youghaldated 8Mar. 1852.JonathanPim. Societyof Friends
Reliefof DistressPapers.NA. 2/506/42.
60 Cuttingfrom anunidentifiednewspaper.'Mrs. AnnaM. Haslam:The 'At Home'to celebrateher
eightiethbirthday.'5 Mar 1909,in Scrapbook.DFHL.
61 Alex Tyrrell. 'Making the Millennium: themid-NineteenthCenturyPeaceMovement.'Historical
Journal. no, 20, pt. 1. 1978.p. 86.

20



discussiongroups for peacewith memberswho correspondedwith like-minded

womenabroad.'By the early 1850stherewere 150 local Olive LeafCircleswith an

impressivemembershipof 3,000 in Britain alone.'Membersinserted'Olive Leafs'

(short peacemessages)in foreign papers.62 Burritt's peacegroup was 'an active

Anglo-American pressure group which helped to launch the Peace Congress

movementof the late 1840s.'This wasa venture'to by-passgovernmentsby rallying

public opinion in support of policies based on international arbitration and

disarmament.,63 PeterMoor Fisher64 was a delegateat a seriesof 'well-publicized

congressesat Brussels, ParisFrankfortand London.' Thesepeaceconferenceswere

led by delegatesfrom Britain, theUnitedStates,France,Belgium,theNetherlandsand

Germany. Severaldelegates'were membersof the legislatureof their respective

countries; others were prominent clergymen and philanthropists.' The Paris

conferencewas chairedby Victor Hugo.6S Quakersplayed a prominentpart in the

peacemovementandthe leadershipwasassociatedwith temperance,corn-lawrepeal,

completesuffrageandpenalreform. 'Womenwereenrolledin the Olive LeafCircles

a parallel network of British and American female societies.'66 The Olive Leaf, a

magazine for children, contained morally uplifting tales on slavery, on the

exploitationof the 'RedIndiansof North America,' andon the evils of war. In 1847

'a taleof suffering... of unmitigateddistress'of the famine in Irelandfeaturedin the

Olive Leaf67 Theinvolvementofmembersof theFisherfamily with the international

peacemovementshowsthemasactivelysharingin themajorconcernswhich became

definingcharacteristicsofnineteenthcenturyQuakerreform.

The minute book of the Youghal Women'sPreparativeMeeting lists Anna

Maria, DeborahandJaneFisherasfrequentrepresentativesto the Cork meeting.The

yearsbetweenAnna'sreturnfrom Ackworth andmarriagein 1854werecharacterised

by her involvementwith faminerelief, with theorganisationof employmentof young

62 Jill Liddington. The Roadto GreenhamCommon:Feminismand Anti-Militarism in Britain since
/820. (Syracuse:SyracuseV.P., 1991),p. 15.
63 Alex Tyrrell. 'Women'sMissionandPressureGroupPolitics in Britain (1825-1860).'Bulletin ofthe
JohnRylandsUniversityLibrary ofManchester.Vol. 63, no. 1. 1980.p. 218.
64 PeterMoor Fisher(1809-1899),eldestbrotherof AH . At the Parisconference,RichardWebb,also
a Quaker,andFisherweretheonly delegatesfrom Ireland.Fisherwasan intrepidtraveller.He visited
Egypt,Malta andPalestineandtravelledto North Americato buy comandwheat.SeeAnnualMonitor
/900. pp. 70-71.
6S Tyrrell. 'Making theMillennium.' p.75.
66 Tyrrell. 'Women'sMission.' p.218.
67 TheOlive Leal or, PeaceMagazineforthe Young.Vol. 33, no. 4, 1847.p. 33.
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women,with the internationalpeacemovementandwith the runningof the Youghal

Women'sMeetings. Shewasnow aneducatedyoungwomanwith administrativeand

organisationalskills, who had receivedtraining which would renderher capableof

earningherliving.

In his history of the Irish Societyof Friends,Maurice Wigham has divided

membersinto two categories,the first, which includedthe Fishers,consistedof 'well­

to-do Quakerfamilies, which formed an interrelatedseriesof clans eachbasedon

somebusinessor industrial enterprise.'The secondcategorywas 'unconnectedwith

the large families and probably lesswell off, somesmall tradersor farmers, some

craftsmenor workersoftenemployedin Quakerbusinesses.'68The Haslamfamily of

Rosenallis, Mountmellickwas such a family. Unlike the Fishersin Youghal, the

Haslam family does not feature prominently in the records of the Mountmellick

meeting.They do not appearto haveactedas delegatesnor are they mentionedas

philanthropists.They appearin Quakerregistersover threegenerationsfrom the late

eighteenthcentury onwards. The youngestgenerationmentioned,the children of

Thomas's brother John, are registered as 'non-members.'The Haslam family,

therefore,was not part of the well-to-do network of Quakerfamilies, distinguished

alike for their commercialsuccessand for their public manifestationof the Quaker

virtues. Membersof anotherbranchof the Haslam family were membersof the

Church of Ireland Parish of Rosenallis. Thomas Haslam of Clonaslee,Queen's

Countywasmarriedin the Churchof S1. Brigid, Rosenallisin 1828andhis children

werechristenedthere.This family had'very strongroots' in theChurchof Ireland.69

ThomasJosephHaslamwas born in 1825 to JohnHaslamof Rosenallisand

his wife Mary, (neeWhite) ofTemplemore.ThomashadanelderbrotherJohnborn in

1822.TheparentsJohnandMary hadbeenmarriedin 1821 at a relativelyelderlyage

for a Quakermarriage,Mary being thirty-six and John, fifty-two. The graveyardat

Rosenallishasonly two Haslamgravestones,neitherof which appearsto belongto

Thomas'simmediate family. His mother Mary is buried in Dublin to which she

movedafterthedeathofherhusband.70

The Mountmellick Quakerrecordsdevoteda deal of spaceto Mary Haslam,

motherof Thomas,in 1840.This wasnot becauseof her increasedparticipationin the

61 Wigham./rishQuakers.p. 58.
69 Letterfrom RobertHaslam,Calgary,�A�l�b�e�~ Canada.
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Society,but ratherto censureher. Mary was accusedof 'having withdrawn herself

from friends' andmeetingwith 'memberswho separatedthemselvesfrom us.'71 She

wasvisitedon a numberofoccasionsby overseersandeventuallysawthe errorof her

ways, wrote an abject letter of apologyand was welcomedback into the fold. It is

very likely that the 'withdrawal' referred to was as associationwith the 'White

Quakers.' This schismatic movement, which lasted a little over ten years, was

distinctly puritan, its members were obsessivelyclean, and advocatedextreme

simplicity of life sometimesevencastingof their clothesand running through the

streets.72 In 1840the White Quakers,(socalledbecausetheyworeonly white) opened

MeetingHousesin Dublin, Mountmellick, WaterfordandClonmel. The languageof

censureappliedto Mary Haslam- that shehad attended'anotherplaceof worship'

and had sown 'discord in families ... separatingthe nearestand dearestrelations'­

describethe realitiesof defectionto the sect.73 The White Quakerswere notoriously

divisive within the Quakercommunityand 'causedgreathardshipamongfamilies of

Friends.,74 Wigham described the 'distress and bitterness brought about' by

individuals embracingWhite Quakerismas 'largely personalaffecting the families

concerned.'7SWhatMary'sdefectionmeantto theyoungThomaswe arenot privy to;

it mayhavebeena contributoryfactor in his laterleavingtheSocietyof Friends.

The Friends Provincial School Mountmellick, founded in 1786, admitted

ThomasJ. Haslamas a pupil in 1835, his brotherJohn having enrolled in 1831.76

Thomasattendedthe centenarycelebrationsof 1886 where he read Mountmellick

Revisited- A CentenaryOde by a Schoolboy.He talked about 'the depthof feeling

with which he hadrevisitedthe scenesof his boyhood.'It is not clearif he wrote the

poem,a pleasantpieceof doggerel,which he recited. Line threeof the stanzaquoted

belowseemsto bearhis stamp:

To those,who in ourschool-timehours

70 Registersof Births, MarriagesandDeathsof the Societyof Friends.DFHL.
71 Minute of the MountmellickMonthly Meetingheld in Mountrathon the lOth of the 11th month
1840. DFHL.
72 SeeWighamIrish Quakers.p. 81. 'Themostextremecasewasof two girls who removedtheir
clothingandwalkedthroughthe town of Longfordclothedonly in chestnutleaves.'
73 Letter from Mary Haslam,Rosenallis17th dayof 5th month 1841 in MountmellickMonthly Meeting
Book .DFHL. (Quakersdid not usewhattheyconsideredthe Pagannamesof daysandmonths).
74 Harrison.Biographical Dictionary. p. 65. SeealsoWighamIrish Quakers.pp. 80-82andIsabel
GrubbQuakerismin Ireland. (London,1927),p. 127.
75 Wigham.Irish Quakers.p. 82.
76 OneHundredYearsofMountme//ickSchool,(Dublin: Webb, 1886), pp.85-6.
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Oncetaughtusdayby day

Developingour latentpowers,

We gratefultributespay.77

If the poemis his, thenpresumablyhe was askedto write it for the occasion,which

suggeststhathis literary skills wererecognised.Alternatively, if he wasmerelyasked

to reciteit, it meansthat,at least,his skill in public speakingwasknown. An account

given by an 'Old Boy' who wasat the schoolat the sametime asThomas,describes

how 'boys and girls met in the dining rooms for meals,and to hear the Scriptures

read.' Although 'no further intercoursewas allowed ... little messagesof love

frequently passedbetweenamateurlovers.' Pupils were encouragedto go for long

rambles in the countryside,a fact attestedto also in the poem read by Haslam.

Amazingly, as in all Quakerschoolsat the time therewereno holidays: 'Parentsand

childrenseldommet, I wasonly homefor two nights in threeandhalf years.'A four

week holiday was granted in 1853 for the first time 'a time of recreationbeing

considerednecessaryfor teachersandscholars.,78

ThomasattendedMountmellickSchoolfor five years;on leavingin 1840, 'he

wished to enter the teachingprofession,and becamean apprenticeat the Friends

School Lisburn.,79 His apprenticeshiplastedsix yearswhich appearsto have been

typical: 'In the early daysapprenticestrainedfor their teachingcareersby part-time

teachingand supervision.'An apprenticewas 'articled for six yearsand during that

time was given his board and lodging, clothes' and a small monthly stipend.

Apprentices'providedmostof the teachersof elementarysubjectsin Quakerschools

until aboutthe middle of the [nineteenth]century.,80Thomaswent to Ackworth as a

fully trainedteacherwherehe had chargeof the sixth class.81 On the retirementof

William Thistlewaite in 1847 Thomaswas appointedto the temporary office of

'Masteron Duty' and 'by his resolutewill and keensenseof order and obedience,

converteda tangleof confusioninto a perfectmachine.The Committeetestified its

appreciationofhiswork by votinghim a gratuity 'in acknowledgementofhis efficient

77 Ibid. p. 59.
71 Ibid. pp. 29, 30, 31-2.
79 AnnualMonitor. 1918. p.75-7.
10 CampbellStuart.QuakersandEducation. p. 88.
II AnnualMonitor 1918.p. 75-7.
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services.'82 Thewagesbookof Ackworth Schoolhasa recordof a gratuityof £10 paid

to Thomason 30th June1848. His salaryfor the first halfof 1847was£48 Perannum,

increasedto £50 in July 1847. His salary was paid to the 13th July 1848 when

presumablyhe left. We are not told why he left Ackworth and teachingforever in

1848.The recordsrevealthat AnnaasAssistantteacherwaspaid £28 Perannumand

that she too left her position on the 14th July 1848, one day after Thomas,The

Ackworth recordsgive no detailsasto why eitherof themleft.83

ThomasapPearsto have gone to London from Ackworth. Anna refers to a

'friend of my husbandson theLondon50swhentheyreadtogetherin theB. Museum

- he [indecipherable- PerhapsMr. H?] worked for Thackeray,G. Reid, Carlisle +

other literary gentlemen.,84 It is not clear from the letterwhetherThomasHaslamor

his friend from the British Museumworkedfor the literary luminaries.Thomaseither

knew thosewho researchedfor the great,or Perhapsdid so himself. Either way he

was engagedin scholarlypursuitsin the British MuseumReadingRoom. We know

from his suffragewritings thathereadHerbertSPencerin theearly 1850s. Thereis a

mentionof Thomasdevoting 'himselffirstly to journalismin London' when he left

Ackworthat theendofhis teachingcareer.,8S

At the time of his living in London, Thomas repudiatedQuakerism.The

Mountmellick Monthly Meeting reportedwith 'much regret' that a visit paid to

ThomasJ. Haslam 'hadnot producedanychangein his sentiments'andconsequently

he was 'no longerconsidereda memberof our religioussociety.' The informationis

tantalisinglyscanty.Thevisit paid to Thomaswasobviouslyin Mountmellickbut the

fact that Benjamin M. Wood and Thomas 1. Pim were 'directed to write to

WestminsterMonthly Meeting to inform it' of this conclusionand to requestthat

'ThomasJosephHaslammaybe informed' suggeststhathe wasbackin London.The

resolutionwasrecordedon the 19th of February1851.A Perusalof the minutesof the

WestminsterMonthly Meeting yielded disappointingly little; the resolution of the

Mountmellick letter is recorded but there is no further information on what

12 Hodgson,JosephSpence.Superintendents,TeachersandOfficersofAckworthSchoolfrom 1799­
1894. pp.27-8.
83 Ackworth SchoolWagesBook. pp.218,239.Registryof Deeds,Wakefield.Ref. C67812/812.
14 AH to Marie Stopes.20 Aug. 1918.Hull University Library. DX/66/2b.
IS JamesWestwood.(ed.),Forty-secondReportoftheAckworthOldScholarsAssociation.1923-24.
p.85.
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'sentiments' Thomas was unwilling to change.86 The family connection with

Mountmellick ceasedin 1851.Thomas'sbrotherJohnhadmovedto Dublin in 1843.

His fatherJohndied in 1850,following which his motherMary joinedhersonJohnin

Dublin.87

The fact that Thomaswasnow a non-membermeantthat Anna Maria Fisher,

daughterof a prominentQuakerhousehold,couldnot marry him within the Religious

Societyof Friends.In orderfor a Quakermarriageto takeplacethe manhadfirst to

obtainthePermissionof thewoman'sfamily. It wasalsonecessaryto obtainapproval

from the Quakermeetingsto which the couplebelonged. The couplehad to present

themselves before the meetings where 'the matter was oPenly discussed.,88

TheoreticallyAnnaandThomascould still haveenjoyeda Quakermarriageprovided

they obtainedparentaland community approval and married at a Quakermeeting,

'where the actual wedding ceremonywas often deeply moving' consistingof the

couplestandingup 'in their own time ... [to] maketheir declarationunaided.'89 It is

extremely unlikely that Abraham and Jane Fisher would have encouragedtheir

daughterto marry someonewho hadbeendisownedfor his 'sentiments,'andequally

unlikely that Thomaswould have been preparedto testify that he changedthose

sentiments.Although the conditionsof Quakermarriageappearstringent,it is fair to

saythatmostmiddle-classmarriagesin the mid-nineteenthcenturydid not takeplace

withoutparentalapproval.

We do not know whenThomasreturnedto Irelandfrom London,but in 1854

when he married Anna Maria Fisher, he was a resident of the Parish of

Inisloughnaught,Clonmel. Annawasresidingat GreatGeorgesSt. Cork, probablya

temporarymeasureto satisfy the residencyqualification,whenthey weremarriedby

the registrar,David Hill, at the Registrar'sOffice in Cork on 20th March 1854. The

witnesseswere ReubenandJulia Fisher.90 Thereis no further informationavailable

86 DFHL. TestimonyofDisownment.p. 92.
87 Minute of MountmellickMeeting. 19th dayof theSecondmonth 1851;TestimonyofDisownment.p.
92.
88 Wigham.Irish Quakers.p. 60.
89 Ibid.
90 Marriagecertificateof AH andTJH. DFHL. ReubenFishermayhavebeenAnna'solderbrother
who wasborn in 1812.He died in 1871 in Floridabut Reuben'swife wascalledEliza.. Reubenwasa
commonFishernameandthis witnessmay havebeena cousin.Juliawasnot a Quakername. Perhaps
this Reubenhad,too, 'marriedout' andthusagreedto be Anna'switness.JohnHaslam,Thomas's
brotherwould surelyhavebeenwitnesshadhebeenat thewedding. He calledhis secondson,born in
1858,ThomasJoseph,sopresumablywasnot estrangedfrom his brother.
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regardingthe wedding, nor is possibleto ascertainthe reactionof Anna's parents.

Thereis evidencein theminutebookof the ClonmelMonthly Meetingthatthe couple

lived in Clonmelafter their marriagein 1854. The ClonmelMeetingreceiveda letter

from Cork in April 1854 within three weeksof the weddingof Thomasand Anna

statingthat 'AnnaMaria Fisherhadbeenmarriedin a mannercontraryto our rulesto

a Personnot a memberof our religiousSociety.'It wasstatedthat Annawasresiding

in the 'compass'of theClonmelmeetingandClonmelFriendswereaskedto visit her.

Anna was subsequentlyvisited by two women Friendsand 'acknowledgedhaving

beenmarriedby a public marriageregisterto a Personnot in membership.'Shewas

saidto havereceivedthe Friendsin anagreeablemanner.TheCork Monthly Meeting,

after various visits to Anna had beenreportedfrom Clonmel, concludedin August

1854, that shehad 'havingbeenmarriedcontraryto our rules, forfeited her right to

membershipour religious society.,91 Shewas formally eXPelledfrom the Societyof

Friendsand never rejoined, nor did Thomas.They continuedto be associatedwith

Quakerismhowever,werealwaysidentifiedasQuakers,Anna spokewith approvalof

her Quakerupbringingand the pair are buried in the QuakerBurial GroundTemple

Hill, Dublin. The effect of disownmenton Anna is not recorded.She would have

known that this wasthe inevitableoutcomeof her marriage.It would apPearthat she

keptup contactswith membersof the Societyof Friends,particularlythoseengagedin

reform movements. The Annual Monitor, an organ of the Society which printed

obituariesofnoteworthymemberswroteof ThomasandAnna: 'Theyhadbothceased

to be members... many yearsbefore but they continuedtheir associationwith the

Societythoughtheyneverrejoinedin membership.,92

Thereis no informationavailableof why ThomasHaslammovedto Clonmel.

There were many Quaker enterprisesin the town in which he may have found

employment.From Anna'scorrespondencewe know that his annualincomewas less

than£100Perannum,a sumthey consideredinsufficient to reara family. At the start

of their marriedlife they dedicatedthemselvesandtheir lives to the serviceof others:

'The first night in our new housewe prayedthat we might have neitherpoverty or

91 DFHL. Testimonyof Disownment.SocietyofFriends.p. 423.
92 AnnualMonitor 1918.p. 77.
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riches, that we would help others to the best of our ability & this we always

endeavouredto do.,93

The Haslamssojournin Clonmelwasbriefandby 1858they wereresidentin

Dublin whereThomaswasemployedasan 'accountantor book-keeperin the firm of

JamesonPim & Co. brewersof porter,ale andbeer'with anaddressin Aughrim S1.94

Pim was a Quakername, the family was one of the leading Quaker families in

Mountmellick. Thomasand SamuelPim of Mountmellick were brewers.95 Despite

Thomashavingbeendisowned,he obviouslysecuredemploymentin Dublin through

MountmellickQuakerconnections.

In the 1860s,theHaslams'lifestyle wasalteredby thebreakdownof Thomas's

health.It is not clearwhenexactly this occurred.CharlesOldhamsaid that 'in 1866

his healthbrokedown completely,so that he had to abandonwork of every kind.'96

The Haslamshad movedto Rathminesin 1862andlived at 91 Lower RathminesRd.

until 1898. Thomashimselfsaid that during the greaterpart of their marriageAnna

'hadmaintainednotonly herselfbutalsoaninvalid husbandby carryingon a business

which requiresher almost undivided attention.,97The report of the Ackworth Old

ScholarsAssociation(AOSA) notedthatwhenThomas's'healthbrokedown in 1859

he becamefor the rest of his life dependenton his wife.' The AOSA report also

claimedAnna had starteda businessbeforethe ill-health of Thomas'to supplement

their slenderincome.,98 The earliestevidenceof Anna Haslam'sbusinessventureis

1863 and the businessis describedas a 'stationeryand toy warehouse.,99The 1870

Dublin Trade Directory under the headingfor 'Toy Warehouses(See also Fancy

Repositories)'hasAnna M. Haslamlisted as 'Stationerand FancyRepository'at 91

RathminesRd.100 Whicheverversionis correct,Annawasby the early 1860srunning

a small businessin Dublin. From correspondenceto John Stuat Mill and F.W.

Newman,we know thatThomasdiscussedhis healthin lettersof 1868.Mill wasglad

93 AH to Marie Stopes.20Aug. 1918.Hull University. DX/66I2b.
94 Marie O'Neill. 'TheDublin Women'sSuffrageAssociationandits Successors.'Dublin Historical
Record Vol. 38, no. 4. Sept. 1985. p. 129.
9S History ofMountmelliclc. p.37.
96 FJ 3 Feb. 1917.
97 , Mrs. AnnaM. Haslam:The 'At Home' to CelebrateherEightiethBirthday.' 5April 1909.
Unidentifiednewspapercutting in DFHL scrapbook.p. 20.
91 JamesWestwood.(ed.), Forty secondAnnualReportoftheOldAckworthScholars'Association.
(AOSA),pp. 85-6.
99 O'Neill 'Dublin Women'sSuffrage.'p. 129.
100 SeeSlatersTradeDirectoryand Dublin TradeDirectories.
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to hear that Thomaswas better, while Newmanwas sorry to hear of his grevious

illness.101 CharlesOldham who datedthe illness of Thomasfrom 1866, knew the

Haslamswell. The lettersfrom NewmanandMill suggestthat the 1866dateis more

likely, while the AOSA's mentionof Anna startingthe businessto supplementtheir

incomewhenThomaswas still employed,would explain the inconsistencyin dates.

Anna'sability to supportThomasandherselfis testamentto her Quakerupbringing

andtraining. Shewasremarkablein thatshewasnot only a multi-causecampaigner,

but wassimultaneouslythe family breadwinner.

The marriageof ThomasandAnna Haslamwasvery happy,a fact frequently

attestedby friends and colleagues. It was 'an exampleof an ideal happyunion, a

Perfectidyll.' 102 Theyweredescribedas:

being lovely andpleasantin their lives ... Eachadvancedandstimulatedthe
devotionof the other. Their ideal marriage,the admirationsometimesthe
envy of their friends was a factor in their longevity and in their power of
endurance.Theywerechildlessbuteachwasa child to theother.l03

A poem,written in their honouron their diamondweddinganniversarycalled them:

'A pair of lovers,asthey were/Inyouth upontheir bridal mom.'104 ProfessorCharles

Oldham,a friend, wrote that 'no more ideal, mutually-helpfuland happiermarriage

haseverbeenmadeor enduredlonger'lOS Anna andThomaseachspokeof the other

lovingly and appreciativelyon public occasionsand in private. Anna wrote to Marie

StoPes:

I do not think therecould havebeena happier& more united couplewho
had lived in suchcloseintimacy for over 62 years- alasI havenow to live
alone-thememoryof thepastis with meday& night & the longing to bere­
unitedif therebea future life is alwayspresent.106

Thomas called Anna his 'dear wife'; she called him 'my darling'. His public

acknowledgementof her support and care for him in his life-long invalidity is

touching. Thomaswas proud of his wife's achievementsincluding her ability to

supportthemboth.At hereightiethbirthdaycelebrationshesaidthat: 'during the fifty

101 FrancisNewmanto TJH Haslam.April 1868;JSMto TJH. Feb.1868.Hull UniversityLibrary.
DX/66ft.
102 'ThomasJ. Haslam Our Veteran Suffragist.'Irish Citizen20Nov. 1915.
103 'ThomasHaslam'by C.S.Bremnerin TheHerald ScrapbookDFHL.
104 'SuffragistsDiamondWedding March 20, 1914' Irish Citizen. 21 Mar. 1914.
lOS ProfessorC.H. Oldham.'ThomasJosephHaslam:1825-1917- Man andSocialReformer'FJ.
3 Feb. 1917.
106 AH to Marie Stopes.12Aug. 1918.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66l2a.
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andmoreyearsof theircompanionship... shehadmaintainednotonly herselfbut also

an invalid husband,by carryingon a businesswhich requiredher almostundivided

attention.,107 He neverclaimedequalcreditwith Annabut generouslyacknowledged

that shewasthe prime moverandhe wasthe helper: 'For myself, the mostthat I can

sayis that, from time to time, I haverenderedmy wife somelittle help in hervarious

efforts to raiseher sex out of the many disabilitiesfrom which they are everywhere

suffering.,108

Anna, in her old ageafter the deathof Thomas,wrote lettersof astonishing

franknessabout her marriage to Marie Stopes.The correspondencewas mainly

concernedwith birth control aboutwhich Thomashad written a short pamphletin

1868 advocatinga form of the 'safeperiod.'I09He followed this with a longerwork

called The Duties of Parentspublishedin 1872 in which his preferredmethodof

family limitation wassexualabstinence.Fromthecorrespondencewith Marie Stopes,

Anna emergesas simultaneouslyinformedand curiousaboutfemalesexuality. She

wasanavid readerof Marie Stopes's worksonmarriageandparenthood.llo

In a referenceto birth control within her own marriage she wrote: 'We

practisedwhat we preachedand I do not think therecould havebeena happieror

more unitedcouple.' If practisingwhat they preachedmeanstheir usageof the safe

periodasadvocatedin The Marriage Problem,Thomas'swork on birth control, it is

likely that oneor otherof the Haslamswas infertile asthe safeperiodrecommended

by Thomaswas, in fact, the most fertile time of the female cycle. The message

preachedin TheDutiesofParents,however,wasthatof abstinence.A later,andless

ambivalent,letter suggeststhat Anna andThomaswere involved in a relationshipof

happy celibacy. She wrote that 'a great deal' of peopleconfided in her of their

variousbirth controlpractices:

I know severalwho practised 'Safemethods'satisfactorily- And somewith
whom it failed - owing we believedto their not keepingto the middleof the
monthindulging too nearthe monthly period- I know manywho haveonly
one child - and often wished to ask the wife why - we my husbandand
myselfnevertried it - we preferredabstinence- after the first weekwe were
married- neverafter that -we slepttogetherfor over 50 years- and werea

107 'Mrs. AnnaM. Haslam- The 'At Home' to CelebrateherEightiethBirthday.'Newspapercutting
in DFHL scrapbook.
108 Irish Citizen. 4Apr. 1914.p. 366.
109 <Edipus[ThomasJ. Haslam.]TheMarriage Problem.(Dublin: Webb, 1868).
110 SeecorrespondenceAH to Marie Stopes.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66/2.
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most loving couple- every one thoughtus an ideal pair - we had decided
beforewe were marriedthat we were too poor - had lessthan £100- a year
andunsuitableto beparents.III

This asPectof the Haslam'smarriageis discussedin a Chapter3, in the contextof

Thomas'swritings on sexuality. Despite the restraint practisedin their marriage,

neitherAnnanor Thomaswasprudishin writing aboutsexualmatters.In her lettersto

StoPesAnna was remarkably frank, possibly becauseof St0Pes's authorship of

Married Love a bookof which Annawrote approvingly: 'I liked Married Love(and

haveordereda copy to lend to my Dr. & others)becauseit explainedso much that

mustbe dark andobscureto the averagewife.' I 12 Shediscussedovulationandorgasm

and was morally non-judgementalwhen writing about various methods of birth

control:

The 'withdrawal' is not satisfactory... 'Frenchletters' have beenusedby
someandquinineetc. Injections- to me next to abstinence- the mid month
hasalwaysapPearedthe best.I havealwaysbeendeeplyinterestedin these
questions& havehelPedmanywomen.I 13

In a letter written when she was ninety-two Anna complained of the narrow­

mindednessof 'a niece by marriageand other ladies who think me real indelicate

whendealingwith suchquestionablematters[birth control]. I tell themthey arevery

old fashioned.'114 Although oPen-mindedand informed regarding contraceptive

methodsshethoughtthat abstinencewas 'the highestandbest... the desiregrowson

being yielded to as much as gluttony & alcohol drinking.'1IS The concept of

abstinencebeing 'higherandbetter'wasPerhapsthe sameideaexpressed'implicitly

at least" in William Godwin'sAn Enquiry concerningPolitical Jusitce (1793) that

sexualdesireswould lessenassocietyadvanced.116 This beliefin the moral evolution

of societyis centralto ThomasHaslam'sThe DutiesofParents(1872), the subjectof

Chapter3.

Phyllis Rose, in Parallel Lives, a study of the marriagesof five Victorian

notables,Carlyle, Dickens,GeorgeEliot, Mill and Ruskin, haswritten that 'at least

two of them,andpossiblya third, weresexless.'In herdiscussionof thephenomenon

III AH to Marie Stopes.20Aug. 1918.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66l2b.
112 AH to Marie Stopes28 Nov. 1918.CMAC.
III AH to Marie Stopes.20Aug. 1918.Hull University Library. DX/66l2b.
114 AH to Marie Stopes.5June1921.BL Add. ms.58689.
liS AH to Marie Stopes.28Nov. 1918.CMAC.
116 Michael Mason.TheMakingofVictorian Sexuality.(Oxford: OUP.,1994),p. 265.
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of celibatemarriages,Rosehas arguedthat such marriagesshould not be seenas

'bizarre'. The adventof 'popular Freudianism'in the early twentieth century 'by

sexualizingeXPerience... hadthemoralisticresultof limiting possibilities.' Rosesees

'sexlessmarriages'not as non-marriages,but, as 'examplesof flexibility ratherthan

of abnormality'- asanother'modelof marriage.'SheilaJeffreys,too, hasarguedthat;

'The ideathat a fulfilling love relationshipwhich excludedsexualintercoursecould

exist betweenmen and women' while 'unfamiliar if not incomprehensible'to those

broughtup after the twentiethcentury 'sexualrevolution',may havebeenPerceived

differently in anagewhich did not define '''sex''SPecificallyassexualintercourse.'117

While therehasbeenanamountof revisionismon thesubjectof Victorian sexualityit

is undeniablethat 'many cultural circumstancesworked againstthe likelihood of

sexual satisfactionwithin Victorian marriages.'118 MargaretCousins,the twentieth

centuryIrish suffragist,implied thatherown happymarriageto a committedfeminist

wascelibateafteran initial unhappyeXPerience.She'grewthin andwhite during her

first marriedyear.'This was 'dueto the problemsof adjustmentto the revelationthe

marriagehadbroughtmeasto thephysicalbasisof sex... My newknowledge,though

I was lovingly safeguardedfrom it, mademe ashamedof humanityandashamedfor

it. ,119 (My italics). Thereare suggestions,too, that the marriageof feministsHannah

and Francis Sheehy Skeffington was sexually unfulfilling, although unlike the

Cousinses,the Haslams,andthe Mills, therewasa child of themarriage.A biography

hints at difficulties in their sexualrelationship: 'both had receiveda rigid, Catholic

upbringingin a puritanicalera,which resultedin ignorance,misconceptionsandfears

with regardto sex.' It is statedalsothat: 'Thereis substantialbasisfor the belief, that

she,[Hanna], like so manyof hercontemporaries,felt that procreationwasreally the

only excuse for intercourse.'120 There is no suggestionthat Anna Haslam was

disgustedby sex;we haveseenthatshedisplayedanunprudishinterestin the subject

in her lettersto Marie StoPes.

It is likely that the espousalof feminist causesby men renderedthem more

likely to endure,or enjoy,celibatemarriage. Nineteenthcenturyfeministsobjectedto

the prevailingnotion, enshrinedin law, thata woman'sbody wasthe proPertyof her

117 SheilaJeffreys.TheSpinsterandHer Enemies.(London:Pandora,1985),p. 31.
118 Rose,Phyllis. Parallel Lives: Five Victorian Marriages. (London:Vintage,1994),pp. 19-20.
119 JamesH. CousinsandMargaretCousins.We Two Together.(Madras:Ganesh.,1950),p.108.
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husband. In the event of a woman being repulsedby the sexual advancesof her

feminist husband,or even by the discovery of what was entailed, as in Margaret

Cousin'scase,he would be unlikely to force his attentionsuponher. Mill wrote, two

monthsbeforehis marriage,thatheobjectedto the 'legalpowerandcontrol' marriage

grantedto one party 'over the Person,proPertyand freedomof action of the other

party.' He put on record his 'solemn promise never in any caseor under any

circumstancesto use them.'121 Harriet Taylor, for whom Mill was her second

husband,said that her relationshipto both to her husbandJohnTaylor and to John

Mill wasthatof'Seelinfreundin.'122

DespitetheconfidentlyproclaimedeXPertiseofThomason the subjectof birth

control, his knowledgeof the so-calledsafePeriodwas not gleaneduntil he readDr.

Trall's work which publishedin 1866. Thus the decisionof Haslamsnot to have

children was predicatedon their choice of abstinenceas a birth control method.

Thomasdid haveknowledgeof alternativemethods,suchas the sheath,in 1868 but

found themdistasteful. Until he readTrall, with its 'naturalfamily planning'advice,

the absenceof anacceptablebirth control methodmadeit impossiblefor the Haslams

to separatesex from the threatof unwantedpregnancy.Can the decisionnot to have

children,and the resolutionto abstainfrom sexualintercourse,havebeenadheredto

without emotionalcostto themboth? Thereis certainlyno evidenceof anyemotional

dysfunctionor unhappinessin Annaandfrom her lettersto St0Pesit is clearthat she

consideredher marriageexceptionallyhappy.Onecould SPeculatethat their celibacy

may not have beenunconnectedwith Thomas'ssubsequentbreakdown.We cannot

know; we do know, howeverfrom Thomas'slater writings that he saw sexualself­

controlasessentially'manly' and 'chivalrous'ratherthanasdiminishingmasculinity.

This Perceptionwas echoedin the teachingsof men'schastity leaguesin the 1890s

which suggestedthat 'in placeof malenessconnotinga physicalexpressionof male

sexualitywasa sensethatmasculinitycouldbeexpressedby restraint.'123

120 LeahLevensonandJerryH. Natterstad.HannaSheehy-Skeffington:Irish Feminist.(Syracuse:
SyracuseV.P., 1986),pp. 16,22.
121 Rose.Parallel Lives.p. 45.
122 Ibid. pp. 10-11.
123 AngelaV. JohnandClaireEustance.'SharedHistories-DifferingIdentities:Introducing
Masculinities,Male SupportandWomen'sSuffrage'.AngelaV. JohnandClaire Eustance.(eds.),The
Men'sShare?:Masculinities,Male SupportandWomen'sSuffragein Britain /890-/920.(London:
Routledge,1997),p. 7.
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The Haslams'marriagewas untypical; the genderroles were reversedin that

Anna supportedThomasfinancially andin herpublic life he washer helper.He does

not appearto havebeena weakor ineffectualman,however,but speaksthroughhis

writings in a strongandauthoritativevoice. Thereis no informationavailableas to

the natureof his ill-health; despitehis having to stop working he led a fruitful and

busy life of writing andpublic speakingandexhibitedgreatstaminawhena very old

man in the amountof travelling and speechifyingwhich he undertook.Thosewho

wrote of him describedhim with affection. CharlesOldham, in particular,painteda

pictureofanattractivepersonality:

His youthful enthusiasmfor new ideasand... his vivacity in conversation...
his gentleandwinning personality... sweetgood-heartedness;he neversaid
an unkind word of anybody, andall who knew him will themselvesfeel
kindlier whenevertheythink ofThomasJosephHaslam.124

Togetherthey werea formidableteam- Anna intenselypractical,efficient, a capable

organiser;Thomas'a small, active, sparefigure' mindful of his delicateconstitution,

yet everreadyto composea pamphlet,to write a letterto thenewspapersto proposeor

second a resolution, to deliver a paper which complementedhis wife's active

endeavours. It appearsthat Anna was no orator. In an article praisingher for her

devotionto the 'political andsocialadvancementofwomen'thewriter statedthat 'she

was not endowedwith any greatoratoricalgifts.' Her husband,however, 'who had

considerableliterary skills, backedher up by readingpapersat public meetingsand

writing articles for the newspapers.'12S There are many accountsof her speeches

which suggestthat she was, at the very least, a competentspeaker.Nor does she

appearto havebeenreluctantto speak. On occasionswhen her husbandreplied to

addressesof good wishes on behalf of them both, when it would not have been

necessaryfor her to speak, 'Mrs. Haslam... also replied [and] was receivedwith

greatenthusiasm,'and: 'Mrs. Haslamalso replied to the addressin a very touching

manner.'126 Other accountsdescribeAnna's speechesas 'charming' and 'bright'

deliveredwith 'spirit' and'vivaciousness.'127

124 ProfessorC.H. Oldham.'ThomasJosephHaslam:1825-1917- Man andSocialReformer'
Freeman'sJournal. 3 Feb. 1917.
125 Forty-secondAnnual Reportof theAOSA. pp. 85-86.
126 SeeDFHL scrapbookand IC 4 Apr. 1914.p. 366.
127 HackneyandStokeNewingtonRecord:3 July 1905.
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ObviouslyThomasHaslamwas not uniqueas a ninetieth-centurymale supporterof

female franchise;the introductionof suffragebills in the Houseof Commonswas,

after all, dependenton male membersof parliament. His writings reveal his

conviction that discriminationagainstwomen was basedupon man-madeinjustice

which could be righted only when men acknowledgedthe inequity of women'slot.

As the male partnerof a campaigningfemale suffragist he was in distinguished

company. Millicent Fawcett's husband Henry was a pro-suffiage member of

parliament. The Pankhursts,the Pethick Lawrencesand, in Ireland, the Sheehy

Skeffingtonsand the Cousinseswereall marriagesin which both partnersadvocated

and worked for women'srights. The Haslams'suffrageprincipleswere instilled in

each of them prior to marriage. Anna Haslam has already been quoted as never

rememberinga time when she did not take equality of womentotally for granted.

Thomasknew Anna from 1848 onwardsbut was convertedto the causeby the

epigramof Herbert Spencerwhich he read in the early 1850s.128 The evolution of

Thomas'sfeminismis discussedin laterchapterson suffrage.

Although Thomas,in his writings, constantlychallengedpatriarchalattitudes,

he also appealedto the chivalry of male readers:'We ask you if you haveany true

chivalryof feeling to comeforward manfully, andassistthemin their uphill battle.I29
,

Therewasa tendencyin pro-suffragemento counter:

potential oppositionby reappropriatingthe languageand claims madeby
thosewho attackedthem. Thus the smug statementby the opponentsof
women'ssuffiagethattheywerethe chivalrousprotectorsof the femalesex
was subvertedby male supporterswho stressedthat it was theywho really
caredfor women.130

Male supportersof suffrageusedthe 'Victorian languageof virtue and character'to

arguethat women'ssuperiorqualitieswould 'sweetenandelevatethe atmosphereof

political life.' 131 Male political leadershipwas castigatedfor 'social chaos,war

turmoil, and poverty.'132 Keir Hardie, leader of the IndependentLabour Party,

assertedthat 'unchallengedmaledominance,arrogantarmaments,harshandunfeeling

128 'Equityknows no differenceof sex'was alsoused by TJHunder tideof Women'sAdvocate.
129 Seeespeciallyfirst issueof Women'sAdvocate.
130 AngelaV. John. 'Men,mannersand militancy: Literary menand women'ssuffrage.'Johnsand
Eustance.Men'sShare. p. 89.
131 CarolynSpring. 'The Political Platformand theLanguage of Supportfor Women'sSuffrage.1890­
1920'Ibid p. 163.
132 Ibid. P 165.
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administrationof law, industrial conditions... are proving fatal to the race.With the

incomingof themotherelementinto politics this would begraduallychanged.,133

It would be unfair to ThomasHaslamto seehis suffragismas an inevitable

featureof his life ashusbandof Anna. His feminismwasgroundedin his intellectual

convictionof the inherentright of womento equality. JohnToshhas pointedout that

'men do not decideto work for a major changein the position of women without

eXPeriencinga modification in their own genderidentity.'134 Caroline Spring usesa

quotationfrom Haslam'spamphletWomen'sSuffragefrom a MasculineStandpoint,

(1906)in which hecastigated'masculinestatesmanship'to demonstrateherpoint that

pro-suffragistmen throughtheir advocacyof women'ssuffragehad a platform 'to

express the contradiction between the dominant notions of masculinity and

individuals' reluctanceto pursuethat notion.' Shearguesthat: 'Oratoricalattemptsto

renovatemasculinity embeddedin a critique of the statenot only functioned to

promotea public distancefrom hegomanicideologiesof manlinessbut alsooPerated

to re-establishmen'sself-affirmation.'13S

ThomasHaslamwasa Victorian andpossessedthat mostVictorian of virtues

- earnestness:

The ideaconveyedby themotto from Schiller,which Carlylehasprefixedto
his 'Pastand Present'- ernst ist das Leben- seemsto havebeen,in all its
magnificentmeaning,PerPetuallypresentto his thoughts.Life, in his view of
it, was no pilgrimage of pleasurebut a scene...of grand pUfPQsesto be
strivenfor - of vastendsto be achieved- of fearful evils to be uprooted...of
sacredandmighty principlesto beassertedandcarriedout.136

This descriptionis of Dr. Arnold, but, as Walter Houghtonremarks,'for Arnold one

could substituteMill or GeorgeEliot, Harriet Martineauof JohnMorley.'137 Thomas

Haslam,too, fitted into this milieu of intellectualearnestness.His life was dedicated

to the improvementof mankind - the 'building of the Kingdom of Man.' His

polemicalwritings on birth control, parentalduties,and prostitution,preachedself­

denialasthemeansby whichmankindcouldprogressto anevermorecivilised future.

133 Ibid
13<4 JohnTosh, 'TheMaking of Masculinities:TheMiddle Classin latenineteenth-centuryBritain.'
JohnandEustance.Men'sShare?p. 39.
135 Spring'Political Platfonn.'p.171.
136 W.R. Greg'sreviewofStanley'sLife in WestminsterReview42. (1844),p. 380.Cited in WalterE.
Houghton.. The Victorian FrameofMind (New Haven:Yale V.P., 1957),p. 221.
137 Houghton,Victorian FrameofMind p. 222.
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He sharedthe Victorian passionfor self improvementand in additionto his writings

on moral improvement,wrote Good English for Beginners,a well receivedwork

which providedexamplesandexercisesdesignedto improvewriting skills.

In his own way Haslamwas a 'Victorian Sage'-one who tried 'to express

notions about the world, man's situation in it and how he should live.'138 In the

nineteenthcentury, before the age of SPecialisation,thinkers and scholarscould

presumeto haveanoverall view of their times. 'Thepolymath,sageor seercouldnot

only pronounceoracularlyaboutthe stateof the world andof civilization, but also ...

could communicatehis messageto othersin a languageintelligible to most literate

People.,139 Haslam'smethodof reachingan audiencewasto dashoff a pamphlet,to

write to thenewspaPers,to addressa meeting.Todaysuchmenhavebeenreplacedby

'academicexPerts,massmediapundits, cultural functionaries.'140 He spokewith a

magisterialvoice; his supremeself-confidencewhenwriting on birth control, where

his theorieswerewrongandon parentalduty wherehecanonly havebeentheorising,

is breathtaking. Victorian atheismandagnosticismhada high moral tone. Its ethic

wasthepursuitofgoodfor its own sakewithout thehoPeof eternalrewardor the fear

of everlastingpunishment.While thereis no explicit exampleof Haslamsagnosticism

surviving,heneverdeclareshis credonor do we know the 'sentiments'which caused

his expulsionfrom the Societyof Friends,thereareclueswhich point stronglyto his

doubts. His circle of correspondentsincludednotedagnostics,including JohnStuart

Mill, FrancisNewmanand ThomasScott. Newman, describedas anti-sexand pro­

woman was, like Haslam a dedicatedsuffragist and a campaigneragainst the

ContagiousDiseasesActs. FrancisNewmansawhimselfas dedicatedto the saving

the world 'from Pantheism,Selfishnessand Sensuality.'He wrote defending his

rejectionof Christianity: 'Ourhighestideal is (whetherwe know it or not) a Godto us

... He who worshipsno ideal at all, but lives for self, is the real atheist.'141 Mill wrote

in denunciationof Christianteachingon the afterlife: 'I will call no beinggood,who

is notwhatI meanwhenI applytheepithetto my fellow-creatures;andif sucha being

131 JohnHolloway. The Victorian Sage:Studiesin Argument.(London: Macmillan, 1953),p. t.
139 David Newsome.The Victorian WorldPicture: PerceptionsandIntrOSPectionsin anAgeof
Change.(London:Murray, 1997),p. 259.
140 JohnGross.TheRiseandFall oftheMan ofLetters:AsPeCtsofEnglishLiterary Life since/800.
(London: Weidenfeld& Nicholson,1969),p. xiii.
141 GertrudeHimmelfarb. Victorian Minds. (London:WeidenfeldandNicolson, 1968),p. 310.
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cansentenceme to Hell for not so calling him, to Hell I will go.'142 Haslamwrote to

Newman'of falsetrainingat anearlyage,the resultsofwhich (like thedreadof hell)'

he would 'never be able altogetherto shake off' which suggestsa rejection of

Christian teaching.143 In anotherletter he usesthe following analogyto repudiatea

theory as strongly as possible: 'It appearsrepugnantto my common senseas the

AthanasianCreed.'144 Victorian agnostics'werecaughtin an impossibledilemma.'To

publicly defend one'sagnosticismwas to run the risk of 'underminingthe moral

foundationof society';to remainsilent on doubtswasto feel a hypocrite.Mill wrote

of the 'painful position' of the 'cultivated mind' which was drawn 'in contrary

directionsby the two noblestof all objectsof pursuit, truth, and the generalgood.'145

Thereis a cautionpresentin Haslam'swork regardingreligion; only in his lettersto

correspondentssuchasNewmanis thereanhonestyabouthis beliefs,or lack of them.

Haslamwasinnatelycautious.His workson moralquestionswereanonymous.While

he doubtlesslysharedMill's fears regarding'the moral foundationof society' it is

very likely that he did not want to weaken the causesfor which he worked by

exposingthemto thepossiblecriticism thattheiradvocatewasgodless.

Haslamwasa memberof the StatisticalSocietyof Irelandfrom the 1860s.The

whole statisticalmovementwas bound up with the 'ideology of improvement'and

wasconcernedwith 'the moral effectsof the physicalenvironment'and the problem

of poverty. Statistical societiesadvocatedpublic health reform and educationas

answersto crime.l46 The Irish society 'analysedthe major changesthat havetaken

placein population,employment,legalandadministrativesystemsandsocialservices

... The foundersof the Societybelievedthat statisticsand economicanalysiswould

providescientificanswersto the majorproblemsof the time.'147 It' canbe seenasan

Irish variant of the many moral and social reform movementsthat were so typical

mid-Victorian England.' Membership included 'a small group of politicians and

senior officials basedin Dublin Castle.'141 Many of those in membershipof the

142 Newsome.Victorian WorldPicture. p. 199.
143 TJH to FrancisNewman.29Apr. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66fl.
144 TJH to FrancisNewman.8 Aug. 1868.Ibid
14S Houghton.Victorian FrameofMind. pp. 400-1.
146 M.J. Cullen. TheStatisticalMovementin Early Victorian Britain. (Hassocks:HarvesterPress,
1975),pp. 135, 136, 137.
147 Mary E. Daly. TheSpirit ofEarnestInquiry: The StatisticalandSocialInquiry SocietyofIreland
1847-1997.(Dublin: StatisticalandSocialInquiry Societyof Ireland, 1997).p. 1.
148 Ibid p. 2.
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Societyin 1864,weresubsequentlyinterestedin the campaignfor women'ssuffrage.

Membershipincluded Sir Robert Kane and Sir John Gray who were both on the

platformwhenMrs. Fawcettcameto Dublin in 1870to addressa largepublic meeting

on women'ssuffrage.David SherlockQ.C., for many yearsa memberof the Dublin

Women's Suffrage Association (DWSA), was also a member of the Statistical

Society. Quakerswere well representedincluding membersof the Webb and Pim

families. JohnStuartMill wasanhonorarymember.149

The Society was 'especially valuable to women, who were eligible for

associatemembershipand were consequentlyin a position to presentpapers... [It]

was one of few institutions in Ireland wherewomencould presenttheir views to a

mixed audience.'ISO In the early dayssuchpaperswereoftenreadby a malemember,

demonstratingperhaps,thatdespitetherecognitionof theability ofwomento produce

papersto the requiredstandard,therewas an unwillingnesson their part to speakin

public to a mixed audience.In 1863,CharlotteStoker,motherofBram, wasthe first

womanto addresstheSocietywhenshereadherpaper'on theneedfor stateprovision

for theeducationof thedeafanddumb.' IsabellaTod, campaignerwith AnnaHaslam

in many causes,addressedthe Society in 1878 and Anna herselfread a paperon

women in children in workhouses.The paperwas not her own, however, but was

written by Mrs. Morgan John O'Connell.UI The associatemembersincluded Miss

Corlett, a signatoryin 1866of the first petition to parliamentfor women'ssuffrage,

founderof the Queen'sInstitutein Dublin in 1861 and.Mrs. Jellico, prominentin the

founding of Alexandra School, both membersof the Society of Friends.I '2 The

questionof women'ssuftTageexercisedthe Societyas early as 1864, when Alfred

Webb,a Quaker,reada paperentitledProprietyo/ConcedingtheElectiveFranchise

to Women.}53 In 1872 and 1873, W.G. Brooke delivered paperson the higher

educationofwomenandon thelaw asit appliedto theprotectionofwomen.1'4

The annualmembershipfee of the Societywas �o�n�~ poundwhich must have

representeda considerableoutlayto theHaslams.usThomasHaslamdid not addressa

149 TheStatisticalandSocia/InquirySociety0/Ire/and: List o/Memberso/theSociety... (Dublin:
Webb. 1864.)
150 Daly. Spirit o/Eame.Enquiry. p.74­
151 Ibid pp. 74 -75.
1S2 SSISIList..
lS3 Daly. Spirit o/Eames!Enquiry. p. 270.
1S4 Ibid pp. 203.
ISS SSISIList.
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paperto the Societybut, in 1865,produceda pamphletThe Real Wantsofthe Irish

People.Authorshipwasnot acknowledged- the pamphletwasby 'A Memberof the

StatisticalandSocialInquiry Societyof Ireland.'Thecopy in Dr. Williams's Library,

London is inscribedin ThomasHaslam'shand 'ProfessorFrancisNewmanwith the

author'skind regards.ThomasJ. Haslam.' The pamphletconsistsof fifty pagesof

closely argued solutions to Ireland's ills. His recommendationsincluded Church

disestablishment,'anenormousreduction' in farmers' rents,the principle of Tenant­

Right, the grantingof properleasesto tenants,(in effect the '3 F's' demandedby the

Land Leaguein 1879), emigrationfor labourersand unsuccessfulfarmers,and the

endingof sectarianeducation.He objectedto Irish labourers,who wereunableto find

employment,being forced 'to barter every sacredprivilege of manhood for the

miserablestipendof the British soldier.'He is cynical of the necessityof the 'evil' of

a standingarmy in an 'imperfectworld like ours'anddoesnot wantto seehis 'fellow­

Irishmen enrol themselvesamongst its victims.'1S6 Membershipof the Statistical

Society simultaneouslyprovided Haslam with stimulating ideas on social policy

which hesubsequentlydevelopedparticularlyin DutiesofParentsandwith a circle of

like-minded peoplemany of whom joined the DWSA founded by the Haslamsin

1876.

Thereis little solid informationontheHaslamsbeforethe 1870s.Anna

waspresentin the Library of the Friends'MeetingHouse,EustaceStreetin
1861 whenMiss BessieRaynorParkes1s

" Mrs. Lloyd1S8
, Mrs. Jellicoe1s9 and

Miss Corlettl60 urged the need for providing emplOYment for educated
women ... from these meetings came the Queen's Institute, and
subsequentlytheAlexandraCollegeandAlexandraSchool.l61

156 [Thomas1. Haslam.]TheRealWantso/theIrish People.(Dublin: Webb, 1865),p. 35 andpassim.
157 BessieRaynerParkeswastheorganiserof petitionsin 1856'representingthe injusticeof the law
respectingthepropertyandearningsof marriedwomen.' Shewastheco-founderwith BarbaraLeigh
Smithof the feminist periodicalTheEnglishwomen'sJournal. SeeHelenBlackburn.Women's
Suffrage:A Recordo/theWomen'sSuffrageMovementin theBritish Isles. (London: Williams &
Norgate,1902),p. 47.
158 Perhapsthewife of ProvostLloyd ofTrinity anearlysupporterof suffrage.
159 Ann JelIilcoe(1823-1880),wasthewife of JohnJellicoea miller from MountmelIick.Shewas
responsiblefor the settingup of a laceschoolin MountmelIick.Shemovedto Dublin andwasinvolved
in the settingup of AlexandraCollege.Shewasa memberof the Societyof Friendsandis buriedin
RosenalIis.
160 BarbaraCorlettwasa signatoryof theJohnStuartMill petition in 1866.Shewasinvolvedwith all
earlysuffragemeetingsin Dublin. Shewasa memberof theSocietyof Friends.
161 'Mrs. AnnaM. Haslam:The 'At Home' to CelebrateherEightiethBirthday.' 5* April 1909.
Unidentifiednewspapercutting from newspaperin DFHL scrapbook.P. 21.
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The Queen'sInstitutewas establishedin 1861 with the purposeof training girls for

employmentopportunitiesas machinists,law writers, telegraphclerks,office clerks,

ornamentalwriting, engraversandlithographicworkers.162 As will beseenthroughout

her life, Annawasconcernedwith equalemploymentopportunitiesfor women. Her

presenceat this meeting,five years beforethe Mill petition and fifteen yearsbefore

she foundedthe Dublin Women'sSuffrageAssociation(DWSA) demonstratesher

perennialinterestin anycausethat forwardedthecauseof women. It alsoplacesher,

as early as 1861, in a network of mainly Quakerwomen involved in reform and

innovation.

Thepublic life of theHaslams,from the late 1860sto 1922,forms the bodyof

this thesis. Having signed the petition of John Stuart Mill in 1866 for the

enfranchisementof women,Anna commencedher lifelong commitmentto the cause

ofwomen'ssuffrage. In thedecadefollowing theproductionof theRealWantsofthe

Irish People,Thomascameinto his own asa pamphleteer.In 1868,usingthenom-de­

plume<Edipus,he wrote TheMarriage Problem,a shortpamphletrecommendingthe

limitation of family sizeby the useof whathe understoodto be the 'safe'or infertile

period. This pamphletandhis moresubstantial1872work TheDutiesofParents are

thesubjectsof Chapters2 and3. His writings providedthe theoreticalframeworkfor

their lives of activism.His pamphletA Few Wordson Prostitutionpublishedin 1870

was a powerful polemic which coincidedwith the Haslams'joining the campaign

againstthe ContagiousDiseasesActs, while three issuesof his Women'sAdvocate

producedin 1874markedthe beginningsof their fight for suffrage.In 1892Thomas

produceda book Good Englishfor Beginners,a work on literary composition.He

producedthree pamphletsonwomen'ssuffragein theearlytwentiethcentury.

The scopeand scaleof the Haslams'involvement in reform movementsis

impressive.A list of societiesin which Anna Haslam was actively engagedis

reproducedasAppendixno.2. Shewassimultaneouslyinvolved in the leadershipof

the suffragemovement,the campaignagainstthe ContagiousDiseasesActs and the

movementfor the advancementof educationalopportunitiesfor women. Amazingly

her own perceptionof this Periodsuggeststhat her energiesand that of her husband

162 HelenBlackburn.Record.p. 128;AnneV. O'ConnorandSusanM. Parkes.GladlyLearnand
Gladly Teach(Tallaght,CO. Dublin: BlackwaterPress,n.d.), p.7.
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wereprincipally engagedin the Anti-Home Rule movementto which, shesaid, they

turnedall of their attention.163

Anna was releasedfrom the necessityof supporting Thomas and herself,

when. in 1895,'A very substantialtestimonial".[was]presentedto Mr. andMrs. T. 1.

Haslamby their numerousfriends and well wishersin GreatBritain and Ireland in

recognitionof their long-continuedservicein the causeof various social and other

reforms.'l64 ThomasHaslammay havebeenalluding to this whenat thecelebrations

for Anna'seightiethbirthday in 1909,he said that shehad supportedthemboth 'by

carryingon a businesswhich requiredher almostundividedattention.'The business

was no longer necessary'owing in part to the generosityof some warm-hearted

friends.'16s Therewas a Perceptibleincreasein Anna'ssuffrageactivities from the

time it wasno longerincumbentuponherto makea living. This is not to suggestthat

she did not carry out a prodigious amount of voluntary work while engagedin

business.

Thomasdied in 1917;his deathwaswidely reportedandmanyobituarieswere

written. Annalived until late 1922,and,aswill beseenin Chapter6, shewasactiveto

the end of her life. While shedid not discussthe political upheavalinvolved in the

birth of the Irish FreeState,thereis a senseof displacementandisolationin her final

years. She wrote to Marie Stopesin 1921: 'I am very dull and uncomfortable,no

servant,have to do more than I like - can't be helped - it is miserable.Strikes

innumerable". Whatwill becomeof usall? Irelandis a puzzle.'I66 Shemadea will in

August1922,a few monthsbeforeherdeathin Novemberwhich includedsomesmall

legaciesto the Irish Women'sCitizens' Association,Irish Women'sPatrolsand the

Dublin Friends'Institute.

Thereis extanta shortbiographicalpiece,written in the third person,on Anna

Maria Haslam. As it is her own handwriting, it can be safely assumedthat she

composedit herself. She gave somedetails of her campaignsand statedsimply:

'Was greatly interestedin social questions.'She 'had a most valuablehelperin her

husband.Shenevercould haveundertakenwhat shedid in latter yearsif it were not

for his sympathyandhelp.' Shecalledherself'a strongunionist' andsummedup her

163 AH to Marie Stopes.20m Aug. 1918.Hull University. DX/66l2b.
164 IT. 15Apr. 1895.
165 'Mrs. AnnaHaslam- 'The"At Home"to CelebrateherEightiethBirthday.'DFHL scrapbook.
p.20.
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life asassisting'all movementsto help andforward the interestsof women.' [See

Appendix3]

166 AH to Marie Stopes.26June1920.BL Add. ms. H14.
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Chapter2

'Alas! thepracticefails ':1
ThomasHaslam'swritings on birth control.

ThomasHaslamwasforty-threeyearsold in 1868,whenhe wrote a pamphlet

on birth control which he publishedprivately.2 This pamphlet,of fifteen pages,was

written with almostevangelicalzeal, and offered thosewho wishedto 'regulatethe

numberof their offspring ... aneasy,inoffensive,andpracticalsolution.,3 Haslam,in

his pamphlet,stressedthe economic,social and moral desirability of birth control.

His recommendedmethod,which he explainedin greatdetail and in uneuphemistic

language,wasthe useof the 'law' of the safeor infertile Period. The languageof the

pamphlet conveys a palpable senseof urgency - its messagemust 'be SPeedily

disseminatedamongst all classes.' In order to facilitate 'the disseminationof

important truths set forth' in the pamphlet,readerswere 'at liberty to reprint' and

privately circulatethe contents.Despitethe lossof incomedueto his early retirement

from businesson groundsof ill-health, Thomasseeminglyborethecostof publication

asthepamphletwas'printedfor gratuitouscirculationamongstAdult Readersonly.,4

The Marriage Problemhasto be examinedin the contextof the Englishbirth

control movement. Thereis no evidenceof any correspondingmovementin Ireland;

indeedHaslamseemsto beuniqueasa nineteenth-centuryIrishmanwriting in favour

of birth control. His correspondenceshowsthat he was in touch with Englishmen

who were involved in secularistandreforming movementsand also revealshis own

secularistapproachto the question.The birth control movementin Englandarose

from the developmentof the philosophical doctrine of utilitarianism and of the

economicdoctrineofMalthusianism.ThomasRobertMalthus,(1766-1834),fellow of

JesusCollege,Cambridge,andChurchof Englandcuratein Albury Surrey,hasbeen

described'asa timid bird in the sociologicalaviary and ... an inappropriatePefSonto

I ThomasScottto TJH 18 Feb. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66fl. Scott'scommenton the
methodof birth controladvocatedby TJH.
2 ffidipus. (Thomas1. Haslam),TheMarriage Problem.(Dublin, 1868),It is perhapsanachronisticto
usethe tenn 'birth control' which wasnot coineduntil 1914by the Americanactivist MargaretSanger.
Theword 'contraceptive'wascoinedearlier,in 1886.Thetennsusedin theperiodunderdiscussion
were 'artificial checks','artificial limitations', 'preventativechecks', 'Malthusian appliances'etc.
3 Ibid, p. 7.
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havea euphemismfor birth control,Malthusianismor Neo-Malthusianismfatheredon

him.'S His theorypropoundingthenation'sduty to limit populationappearedin 1798

in his Essayon the PrinciplesofPopulation.6 His thesis,that populationtendedto

increasefasterthanthe meansof sustenance,wasnot original but he was the first to

treat the subject of population theory systematically.His work was 'a learned

inductiveproofof anobviousthesislong understoodandlong actedupon."

The only barriers to population increase,in the opinion of Malthus, were

limited food andlimited spaceandthe naturalchecksof disease,famine,plague,and

war. His solutionto theproblemof over-populationwasthatthepoormustmarry late

in orderto limit family size. Ironically, ashe neveradvocatedany artificial checkon

conception,the nameof Malthusbecameinextricablyboundin the public mind with

theadvocacyof birth control. His suggestionof the raisingof theageof marriageas

a solution for the remedy of over-populationis not what we understandas birth

control. IndeedMalthusspecifically repudiatedartificial checks;in the 1817edition

of his Essayhewrote: 'IndeedI shouldalwaysparticularlyreprobateanyartificial and

unnaturalmodesofcheckingpopulation,bothonaccountof their immorality andtheir

tendencyto removea necessarystimulusto industry.,. The theory of Malthus was

essentiallypessimisticand was an antidoteto the dreamsof progressoccasionedby

theFrenchrevolution,and,specifically,to William Godwin'sargumentin An Enquiry

ConcerningPolitical Justice, (1793), which suggesteda more equitablesharingof

property. Malthus wrote: 'A man ... born into a world alreadypossessed... has no

claim of right to the smallestportionof food ... At Nature'smighty feastthereis no

vacantcoverfor him. Shetells him to be gone,andwill quickly executeherorders.,9

It must be stressedthat Malthus saw the populationcrisis as being causedby the

recklessbreedingof thepoor. His criticsaccusedhim ofclassbias,'of inculcatingthe

prudentialcheck'uponworking menonly. 10

The earliestof the nineteenth-centurybirth control advocates wereadherentsof

the philosophyof utilitarianism who adoptedthe demographictheoriesof Malthus

4 Ibid., p. 15, [2].
S RonaldPearsall.The Wormin theBud. (London:Pimlico, 1993),p. 214.
6 ThomasRobertMalthus.An Essayon thePrinciplesofPopulation.(London: Johnson.1798).
7 NonnanHimes.MedicalHistory ofContraception.(Baltimore: William & Wilkins, 1936),p. 20.
a Malthus.Essay,(1817ed), vol. iii. p. 393.
9 Malthus.Essay,(1803),p. 531.
10 AngusMcLaren, Birth Control in Nineteenth-CenturyEngland:A SocialandIntellectualHistory,
(London:CroomHelm, 1978),p. 65.
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but allied themto abeliefin the logical necessityofcontraception.Utilitarians looked

uponhappinessand well-beingasan endto which man shouldaspire.They did not

seetheconceptionof childrenasthesolepurposeof sexualintercourseandtheywere

inhibited neither by religious qualms nor by an unrealistic faith in the 'moral

restraint' of the poor. They were, however, preventedfrom setting forth their

philosophyplainly becauseof the horror with which the subjectwas regardedby

popularopinion. Middle classradicalswerenot preparedto ruin their reputationsby

SPeakingout oPenlyon suchacontroversialtopic andthuswe find the first arguments

in favour of social necessityof birth control couchedin allusive language. James

Mill in his 1824Supplementto the EncyclopaediaBritannica hinted that therewere

ways of maintaininga balancedpopulationif 'the SUPerstitionsof the nurserywere

discarded.'II Mill hardly practisedwhat he preachedas he fathered nine children

despitehis straitenedcircumstances. Those who allied the population theory of

Malthuswith the beliefin thedesirabilityof theuseof artificial checkson conception

becameknown,howeverinappropriately,asNeo-Malthusians.

FrancisPlace (1771-1854)is creditedwith being the first to give 'birth

control a body of social theory,'andalsoapPearsto havebeenthe first propagandist

to ventureupon 'an organizedattemptto educatethe masses.' Placeis untypical in

that he wasnot middle-classbut 'aself-taughtworking manwho roseto prominence

in Englishpolitical life throughsheerdint of heroiceffort.'12 He published,in 1822,

lliustrationsandproofsofthePrinciplesofPopulation,the first treatiseon population

in English to proposecontraceptionas an alternative for the 'moral restraint' of

Malthus. By moral restraintMalthus meant,not the restrictionof sexual relations

within marriage,but the postponementof marriageuntil the contractingpartieswere

in a position to supportpotentialoffspring. Placewas much lesscautiousthan his

middle-classcolleaguesand courageouslydisseminatedhandbills which advocated

birth control,andincludedsuggestedmethods,amongtheworking classes.He alluded

to the supporthe enjoyedfrom those'who were themselvesafraid to encounterthe

certain obloquoy (sic) of such allusions.'13 It is not known how many of these

handbills were distributed, but 'they receivedconsiderablecirculation not only in

II JamesMill. Supplementto theEncyclopaediaBritannica. (Edinburgh.1824),III p. 261.
12 Himes. MedicalHistory. pp. 212-213.
13 Michael Mason.The MakingofVictorian SexualAttitudes.(Oxford: U.P., 1994),p. 179.
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London,but in the industrialcities of the North,'14 andtheremay havebeen'tensof

thousands.' IS Thehandbills,in reality tracts,weredistributedbetween1823and1826,

andwereaddressed'To the marriedo/bothsexeso/the WorkingPeople'andsought

to revealto membersof this classthe law of supply and demandin relation to their

labour. 'When the numberof working Peoplein any trade or manufacture,has for

some years beentoo great wagesare reducedvery low, and the working People

becomelittle betterthanslaves.' The inevitableresultof this stateof affairs wasthat

'working Peoplecan no longer maintain their children as all good and resPectable

Peoplewish to maintaintheir children.' The solutionto this was 'shortandplain: the

meansareeasy. Do as otherpeopledo, as to avoid having more childrenthanthey

wish to have.' Placedescribedclearly how to usea 'pieceof soft spongetied by a

bobbinor a pennyribbon ... as largeas a greenwalnut or a small apple.' This, he

promised,would preventconceptionandlimit the numberof children;the subsequent

reductionin numbersof the working classwould result in a consequentincreasein

wages.Young men would no longer fear to take a wife: 'all will be marriedwhile

young - debaucherywill diminish - while good morals and religious duty will be

promoted.' Althoughthe appealof the handbill wasessentiallyeconomic,Placealso

pointedout thatthe 'pleasuresof marriedlife' neednot be 'diminished'by the sponge

methodof family limitation. The doctrineof moral restraintdid not impressPlace,he

promisedthat:

the enjoYmentof weddedlife may be partakenof without the apprehension
of TOO LARGE a family ... The meansof prevention[the sponge and
coitusinterruptus] havelong beenpractisedin severalpartsof the Continent
andeXPeriencehasproved,that the greatestpossiblebenefitshaveresulted;
the peoplein theseparts being in all respectsbetteroff, better instructed,
more cheerful, and more independent,than thosein other parts where the
practiceshavenot prevailedto a sufficientextent.16

Thereis no evidencein the writings of Haslamto suggestthathe wasfamiliar

with thehandbillsof Place.He wasnot yet bornat the time of their issueand,asthey

wereby their natureephemeral,it is unlikely that manysurvived. NormanHimes,an

historianofbirth control,wrote in 1936thatsomecopieswerepreservedin the British

Museum.Hejudgedthehandbillsto beof such'unusualinterest'thathe 'causedthem

14 Himes.MedicalHistory. p.213.
IS Mason.Attitudes. p. 181.
16 Facsimileof handbill. FrancisPlace.To theMarriedofBothSexesofthe WorkingPeople.
Reproducedin Himes.MedicalHistory. p. 214.
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to bereprintedin theLancetin 1927.'17 Haslamwasnotenthusiasticaboutthesponge;

he judgedthat its usewas 'somewhatrevolting to the feelingsof highly refined and

conscientiouswomen.'18 Place'saim of improving the lot of the working classesby

reduction infamily size,however,wassharedby Haslam.

Thewritings of PlaceinfluencedRichardCarlile who publishedWhatis Love?

in 1825. It was reprintedas Everywoman'sBook; or, What is Love? in 1826 and

enjoyeda largecirculation.Carlile wasanoutspokenfreethinkerandwasinterestedin

the reform of the misery of the working classes. He describedthreemethods- the

sponge,the 'glove' or baudruche(condom),andpartial or completewithdrawal.19 In

1831 RobertDale Owen publishedMoral Physiology,a very early defenceof birth

control, which also describedthe known methodsof the day. The frontispieceof the

1831 editionportraysa visibly distressedyoungwomanin the processof abandoning

a baby and bears the legend 'Alas! That it should ever have been bom.'20 The

contraceptiveadvice offered in Moral Physiology is virtually confined to coitus

interruptus.The 'glove' or condomOwenthoughtinconvenient:'disagreeableon the

scoreof cleanlinessandvery eXPensive,'althoughhe concededthat itsefficacy was

'certain'andit wasa 'check'againstsyphilis. The sponge,if it could be 'ascertained

to be infallible' he would consider'a great gain to mankind' but he has heardof

'severalcases'where it failed. 21 Coitus interruptusor 'completewithdrawal on the

part of the man immediatelypreviousto emission... is in all caseseffectual.'This

method,hejudged,would involve sacrificeandself-controlbut suchsacrificewould

be insignificant compared withthe resultantbenefits.22 Sixty-five of the pamphlet's

seventy-twopagesweredevotedto a justificationof the morality of conception. The

bookwasintendedfor the 'uncorrupted'if' ignorant'youngmenandwomenandwas

not for 'libertines and debauchees.'Owen castigated'prudesand hypocrites' in a

memorablesentence:'You who at dinner, ask to be helPedto the bosomof a duck,

lest by the mentionof the word breast,you call up improperassociations... I do not

17 Himes.MedicalHistory. p. 216.
II Haslam.Marriage. p. 6.
19 RichardCarlile. Everywoman'sBook: or Whatis Love?(London: 1826),Despiteits presenceon the
BL catalogue,this wasunavailablefor consultation.SeeMasonAttitudes.p. 186;McLaren.Birth
Control. p 52.
20 RobertDaleOwen.Moral Physiology,or, A BriefandPlain Treatiseon thePopulationQuestion.
3rded.(London,1831).
21 Ibid. pp. 66-7.
22 Ibid. p. 61.
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address.'To him the 'instinct of reproduction'was designed'to give, even while

receiving pleasure;and, among cultivated beings, the former power is ever more

highly valuedthanthe latter.,23The messagehadalreadybeenwidely disseminated,

not only by Carlile, whose'courageandstrengthof mind' he praised,'but previously

by hundredsof thousandsof handbills, which were gratuitously distributed by

benevolentmotives.,24 Owengavea profile of the pioneersashesawthem;theywere

'men of unimpeachableintegrity, and of first rate moral character,many of them

known as the first political economists and philanthropists of the age.,25

UtilitarianismwasDaleOwen'screed:'Let UTILITY beour polarstar.,26It would be

reasonableto assumethat Haslamhad read Moral Physiologyas it evidently was

comparativelywidely circulatedandwould havebeenrequiredreadingfor someone

embarkingon a pamphletof his own. While not overtly a feminist work it countered

the argumentthat young women 'absolvedfrom the fear of consequences... would

rarely preservetheir chastity' by attackingthe double standardwhich allowed the

seducerto go free while the young woman is ruined by pregnancy. Efficient

contraceptionwouldat leastsavetheseducedgirl from theruinationand'persecution'

resulting from pregnancy.27 Dale Owen's Moral Physiologywent through several

editionswithin a year;and,in Britain alone,sold 'perhaps800 copiesa year' for the

next 'forty oddyears.,28

The works of Place and Carlile influenced the American birth control

movementwhich wasinitiated by the publicationof Owen'sbook. Americanauthors

'in their turn had a very considerableinfluence upon the social diffusion of

contraceptiveknowledgein England.,29

Carlile'sEvery Woman'sBook... stimulatedRobertDaleOwenin American
(sic) to write Moral Physiology,which in turn promptedCharlesKnowlton's
Fruits ofPhilosophy- the latter beingthe pair of bookletswhich were pre­
eminent in the conventionally published literature of contraception
throughoutthefirst forty yearsofVictoria'sreign.,30

23 Ibid. pp. 8, 13.
24 Ibid. p. iv.
25 Ibid. p. 68.
26 Ibid. p. 15.
27 Ibid. pp. 45-6.
21 Mason.Attitudes. p. 185.
29 Himes.MedicalHistory. p. 224.
JO Mason.Attitudes. p. 179.
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Dr. CharlesKnowlton's The Fruits of Philosophy, 'which explainedand

advocatedbirth control, had beenin and out of print on both sidesof the Atlantic

since 1833' and presumably wouldalso havebeenknown to Haslam.31 It was the

work of an Americanphysician,written in 'July 1831'32, publishedin New York and

reprintedin Londonsoonafterwards. Both Knowlton andOwenrejectedMalthusian

theory; these works simply sought to separatesex from inevitable reproduction.

Knowlton delivereda critique of the usual methods.Withdrawal was efficient but

risky, the baudruchewas 'by no meanscalculatedto comeinto generaluse' but had

beenusefulto preventthe transmissionof 'syphilitic' infections.The sponge'hasnot

proveda surepreventative'but if used'with a liquid which actschemicallyuponthe

semen,it would bepretty likely to destroythe fecundatingproPertyof whatremain.,33

His recommendedmethodwasdouching.Its advantages,he felt, werethat it wassafe,

cheapandharmless,did not causesterility andinvolved no sacrificeduring coition. It

wasalsothe responsibilityof the woman. Knowlton recommendedthe purchaseof a

'femalesyringe' from 'anapothecaryfor a shilling or less'which wasto be used'in

connexionwith a solution of sulphateof alum, zinc, Pearlashor any salt that acts

chemicallyon thesemenandat the sametime producesno unfavourableeffecton the

female.' A practical advantagewas that 'it is to be used after insteadof before

connexion,a weighty considerationin its favour.,34 He favoured the douchealso

becausehe felt birth control hada greaterchanceof successif it were in the handsof

thewoman. Although, in the literatureof birth control therewasa tendencyto favour

methodswhich were controlled by women, there was also continuing mention of

coitus interruptus. It is estimatedthat 1,000copiesof Knowlton's work were sold

eachyearin Englandbetweenthe 1830sandthe 1870s.3s

Dr. GeorgeDrysdale's Physical,SexualandNatural Religionwas published

in 1854and an enlargededition entitled The ElementsofSocialScienceaPPearedin

1861. Drysdale, who wrote under the pseudonym'A Studentof Medicine' (later

editionswere by 'A Doctor of Medicine') challengedmainstreamVictorian opinion

on religion and sexuality. He was opposedto the teachingof Malthus and asked

31 WarrenSylvesterSmith, TheLondonHeretics1870-1914(London:Constable,1967),p. 46.
32 CharlesKnowlton. Fruits o/Philosophy,or, ThePrivateCompaniono/YoungMarried People.
3n1 ed. (London:Watson,1841), p.3S.
33 Ibid.. pp. 33-34.
34 Ibid. p. 34.
35 Mason.Attitudes. p. 185.
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rhetorically 'IS IT POSSIBLETO HAVE BOTH FOOD AND LOVE?' He answered

that he fmnly believed 'it is perfectly possible.'36His preferredmethod was the

spongeas it was practicaland safeand was the responsibilityof the woman: 'Any

preventativemeansto be satisfactorymust be usedby the Womanas it spoils the

passionandimpulsivenessof thevenerealact if themanhave(sic) to think of them.,37

Haslamwould not haveagreedwith Drysdalethatsexualabstinencewas'itselfanevil

andoneof the very greatestof evils.' Drysdaledeploredthat the 'preventativecheck,

in the shapeof sexual abstinenceis operatingat this day with so tremendousa power

aswasprobablyneverbeforeknownin this world.,38 This is an interestingobservation

in the light of the Haslams'preferredmethodof 'preventativecheck' - decidedupon

in 1854 the yearof the first edition of Drysdale'swork. Drysdaledoesnot tell us

where he got his evidencefor this statementbut wrote that 'nothing could be of

greaterinterestto mankind'than the availability of solid informationon 'preventative

sexual intercourse'which could 'only be broughtabout by an ample experience...

freely laid before the public.,39 Owen, too, regretsthat there was not more effort

devoted to 'collecting and collating the actual experienceof human beings.' He

regrettedthat it was not thought 'fitting or decent' for peopleto supply details of

'personalexperience.'Hence'evenmedicalmen' wereignorantof the 'powerwhich

menmaypossessoverthereproductiveinstinct.'40

From Haslam'spamphlet,andfrom his correspondence,it is clearthathe was

greatly influencedby the work of Dr. RussellThacherTrall (1812-1877)from whose

SexualPhysiology(1866) he quoted extensivelyand a copy of which his widow

bequeathedto Marie Stopeson her death.This copy, now in the British Library, is

copiouslyunderlinedby Haslam.41 SexualPhysiologywassomethingof a bestseller;

therewerethreeeditionsin 1866aloneandby 1884the bookhadsold forty thousand

36 A Doctorof Medicine.[GeorgeDrysdale].The ElementsofSocialScienceor, Physical,Sexualand
Natural Religion: An Expositionofthe TrueCauseandOnly Cureofthe ThreePrimarySocialEvils
Poverty.ProstitutionandCelibacy. 11th ed. (London:Truelove,1873),p. 346.
37 Ibid p. 350.
31 Ibid. p. 338.
39 Ibid p. 349.
40 DaleOwen.Moral Physiology.p. 60.
41 R.T. Trail. SexualPhysiology:A ScientificandPopularExpositionon theFundamentalProblemsin
Sociology.(London:J. Bums,1866).The British Library copybearsMrs. Haslam'snameandaddress.
In a letterto M. Stopes,undatedbutprobablysentin ApriVMay 1921,AH wrote,with referenceto
SexualPhysiology.thatshe hadjust 'lookedoverthepassagesmy darlinghadmarkedwhenhegot it
in 1866.'StapesCollection.CMAC, WellcomeInstitutefor theHistory of Medicine.
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copies.42 Trail's theoryof the 'safeperiod' was 'that the ovum usuallypassesoff in a

few daysafter the cessationof the menstrualflow, andthat if intercourseis abstained

from until tenor twelvedaysafterthecessationof the menstrualflow, pregnancywill

not occur.' He believedthat 'from that time until the commencementof the next

menstrualperiod' women 'will not be liable to impregnation.'43This is, of course,

completelywrong. Trall was not alonehoweverin his misunderstandingof the link

betweenmenstruationand conception.The mistakenideasof the 'latter part of the

nineteenthcentury' when 'a great deal of scientific effort was directed towards a

formulationof a biological theoryon the probabletime of conception'werebasedon

the 'erroneousviews' thatmenstruationandovulationcoincided.,44

Almost seventyyearsafter Trail's work waspublished,the fmdings of Knaus

and Ogino, 'two scientistswho did not collaboratein their work but ... [whose]

conclusionswerepracticallyidentical' revealedthat: 'Humanconceptioncanoccurin

a limited periodbetweentwo menses(from the twelfth to the nineteenthday before

the subsequentmenses)and this conceptionperiod can be predictedpractically in

most cases.' This calculationis basedon 'the time of ovulation in the menstrual

cycle, the life spanof the spermandthe life spanof the ovum.' If one allows for a

maximumlife for thespermof forty-eighthoursafterenteringthe femalereproductive

tract and a probablefour consecutivedays on which a woman may ovulate - thus

allowing for variationsof cycle - and also allow for two daysfor the maximumlife

spanof the ovum 'a fertile periodof approximatelyeight days is set up within the

menstrual cycle.,4S This scientifically researchedfertile period is precisely that

identified by Trail asthe infertile period: 'if intercourseis abstainedfrom until ten or

twelvedaysafterthecessationof themenstrualflow pregnancywill not occur.,46

Trail's, and subsequentlyHaslam's,contraceptiveadvicewhich ensuredthat

those who practisedit abstainedfrom sex during the infertile period and resumed

relationspreciselyat the stageof thecyclewhenconceptionwasmostlikely to occur,

ironically must havebeenresponsiblefor pregnanciesrather than Preventingthem.

Trail claimedthat: 'TheRule ... has beenrelieduponby thousandsof marriedpersons

42 M. C. Stopes.Contraception(Birth Control): Its Theory,HistoryandPractice. (London: Bale,
1923),p. 289.
43 Trall. SexualPhysiology.pp. 206-7.
44 CharlesJ. McFadden.MedicalEthics. (London:Burn & Oates,1962),p. 94.
45 Ibid. pp. 96-98.
46 Trail. SexualPhysiology.p. 206.
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with very few failures.' He went on to discussthe failures. In a passageclean of

Haslam'smarkings,he wrote: 'All of the failures which I haveknown (and on this

subject my correspondencehas been very extensive)occurred in those who had

sufferedof leucorrhrea,displacement,constitutionalplethora,or torPOrof the uterine

system.,47 The mentionof 'extensive'correspondencesuggestsextensivecomplaints

from dissatisfied practitioners of his theory. Rather than question his theory,

however, Trail was at pains to discover extenuatingcircumstanceswhich would

explainwhy it did not work: 'In onecasewhereinI hadtheopportunityto investigate

the patient's condition and history, pregnancy occurred sixteen days after the

cessationof themonthlydischarge.'(Le. within the fertile Periodasdefinedby Knaus

andOgino) Trail's beliefin his systemwasnot shaken,however,ratherhe comesup

with a rational explanationof this failure: 'Shehad long beenthe subjectof uterine

disease,the uterinesystemwas exceedinglyweak and torpid, and so feeble was the

musculartissuethat it requirednearly the whole month for the eggto be transported

from the ovary to the outsideworld.'48 One canonly SYmpathisewith the owner of

suchan 'exceedinglyweakandtorpid uterinesystem'for the dangerouscontraceptive

adviceshewasgiven by Trail andSPeculateon the ensuingdifficulty of labourto the

ownerof such'feeblemusculartissue.'Trail did not tell us if shesurvivedchildbirth.

Himesin his work of 1936is doubtful of Trail's right to be 'genuinelyrankedamong

thebirth controlpioneersof thenineteenthcentury.,49 Marie StoPes,however,writing

in 1923,judgedthat SexualPhysiology'gavenot only an expositionof the necessity

for [birth control] ... but practical ... informationof a kind not bettereduntil two or

three yearsago, when the subjectwas taken up again in a more scientific way.'so

Although SexualPhysiologycontainedadvicefor the avoidanceof conception,Trail

addedthestemrider: 'Let it bedistinctly understoodthatI do not approveany method

for preventingpregnancyexcept that of abstinence.,51 By abstinencehe obviously

meantabstinencein thefertile Periodof thereproductivecycle.

In 1868, then, when The Marriage Problem was published, there was in

existencea numberof works on contraceptionto which it is reasonableto assume

Haslam would have had access. As he was in correspondencewith J. Burns of

47 Ibid
48 Ibid
49 Himes.MedicalHistory. p. 268.
50 Stopes.Contraception.p. 289.
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Londonwho stockedandsold birth control material from his ProgressiveLibrary in

Camberwell, he would not have been dependenton procuring such literature in

Ireland.S2 His own additionto thecorpusof materialdid not, however,achievea wide

circulation. Michael Mason judges that The Marriage Problem was one of four

pamphletspublishedon thesubject'in theyearsbetween1840and1870which do not

appearto haveachievedanycirculationat all. ,S3 This assertionof Mason'sis difficult

to checkas thereis no informationavailableregardingthe extentof the print run or

themethodofcirculationof TheMarriage Problem.It is knownthatBurnsdistributed

copiesof thepamphletfrom his ProgressiveLibrary in Camberwell.S4

ThomasHaslam'spamphletarguedfor the necessityof family limitation on

various grounds.A happy marriageto a congenialpartner was one of the 'most

exaltedjoys which candignify humanity'- it wasthe 'crowningfelicity' of life. This

stateof happy domesticity should be available to all and fear of being unable to

provide for offspring shouldnot be allowed deter 'so many men and women from

incurring the responsibilitiesof marriedlife. 'ss Neithershouldthoseof feeblehealth

or thosewhose'organizationis so diseased,that the dangerof transmissionof their

defects to an unfortunate posterity would be a very heinous transgression'be

preventedfrom enjoying 'thejoys andconsolationsof marriedlife.' Abstinencewas,

of course,an option but: 'It would be a cruel sentencewhich would excludeall of

thosefor everor evenfor the largerportionof their vigorousmanhood,from thejoys

andconsolationofmarriedlife.'S6

Haslamwas awareof the contraceptivespongewhich he describedas 'the

introductionof a small pieceof soft andelasticspongeinto the Vaginaimmediately

beforethe actof copulation,andits withdrawal immediatelyafterwards.'Howeveras

mentionedabove,hejudgedit 'somewhatrevolting to the feelingsof highly- refined

conscientiouswomen.' He avoided'thedebatedquestionof the morality of adopting

any artificial preventives'but observedthat 'large numbersof our most elevated

51 Trail. SexualPhysiology.p. 213.
52 J. Bumsto ThomasHaslam.28March 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary DX/66/l. Bumswasthe
Englishpublisherof Trail'sSexualPhysiologywhich wasalsopublishedin New York in 1866by
Miller, Wood& Co.
S3 MasonAttitudes.p. 186.
54 SeeJ. Bums'sletter of 28th March 1868andalso letterfrom J.E. Georgeto ThomasHaslam 611I

Aug. 1868.Both Hull University Library DX/66/1.
ss Haslam.Marriage Problem. p.[3]- 4.
56 Ibid p.5.
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womenhavean invincible repugnanceto their employment.,S7 Trall recommendedthe

sponge,albeit as a last resort in 'exceptionalcasesdePendenton constitutional

Peculiaritiesor local derangementto whomno generalruleswill apply.,sa

Haslamstressedthe needfor 'the discoveryof someeXPedientwhich is so

simple, so natural, soinoffensive in every way, that the most sensitiveand pure­

mindedwomanwho hasever lived might avail herselfof it without any feeling of

improprietyor degradation.'His ventureinto the field of contraceptiveadvicewasto

publicise just such an occurrence,the discovery of the 'law ... by which the

conceptionandbirth of offspring areregulated.'This discoverywasas importantand

as timely as the discoveriesof 'The Printing Press,the SteamEngine,the Electric

Telegraph.'The 'intelligent apprehension'of the law, he claimed, would 'enable

every married couple ...with very rare exceptions,to regulatethe numberof their

offspring.' The 'practicalapplication'of the 'law' wassimpleand 'involvednothing

more difficult ... than entire abstinencefrom sexual intercourseduring a certain

limited portion of everymonth.'S9 His theory was basedon his understandingof

female ovulation: 'the moment that the Ovum passesout of the womb, and very

possiblyfor a dayor two previous,liability to impregnationceasesaltogether;nor is it

restoreduntil within a day or two of the commencementof the ensuingmenstrual

Period.' Dr. Trall's 'admirableand exhaustivetreatise' was acknowledgedas the

source of this information.60 He summed up: 'Women generally are liable to

impregnationfor oneor two daysbeforethe apPearanceof the menstrualflux, during

thewholePeriodof its continuance,andfor aboutsix or eightdayssubsequentlyto its

cessation.' Haslamwrote that thosewho used this methodwould 'only have to

abstaininflexibly from sexualindulgenceduring one half of every month' and 'can

amply comPensatethemselvesduring the remainderof the month,subjectonly to the

restrictions of temPeranceand mutual comfort.,61 He was convinced that the

knowledgehewasimpartingwould ensure 'efficient ... checkto thatdreadfulscourge

of civilized communities,prostitution.'From 'the hostsof our compulsorycelibates

that the ranks of the seducerandthe seducedare alike everywhererecruited.'Those

who would most benefit from this knowledge included 'innocent victims of

57. Ibid p. 6.
sa Trail. SexualPhysiology. pp.212-3.
59 Haslam.Marriage Problem.pp. 6-7.
60 Ibid p. 8-9.
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congenitaldisease'(who presumablywould not be born, or, who would not transmit

diseaseto a succeedinggeneration),'ardent'youngmenwho would besafelymarried

andconsequently'obtaina virtuousspherefor thesatisfactionof their sexualinstincts,

without condemningthemselvesto themiseryofcheerlesspauPerism.,62

In The Marriage Problem Haslamincludeda footnote: ' 'The subject[ the

safe Period] has beenmade the subjectof sPecial inquiry by M. Raciborski who

affirms that the exceptionsto the rule that conceptionoccurs immediatelybeforeor

after menstruation,are notmorethansix or sevenpercent'SeePrinciplesof Human

Physiology,Sixth ed.,p.759.' This extractHaslamtells us is 'from the eminentPen

of Dr. CarPenter'and 'is evidencethatour Englishphysiologistsarebecomingaware

of this importantfact.' DespiteRaciborski's extravagantclaims for sucha tiny error

marginfor themethodHaslamhastensto reassurethe reader:'I mayobserveherethat

theseexceptionsappearto be confinedto casesof irregularmenstruation,or serious

uterinedisgorgementof somekind.,63 Making all possibleallowancesfor Haslam's

errorsin knowledgeof the safePeriod,it is difficult to excusehis confidentassertion

of the virtual infallibility of the method. It is extremelyunlikely that he can have

attemptedanyresearchon thetopic. Trall, whomhecitesashis authorityis muchless

extravagantin his claimsfor the method;'But this rule is not infallible for the reason

thatsexualdiseasesandweaknessesaresoprevalent.,64

Haslam, a committed feminist of imPeccablecredentialsand an avowed

admirerof Mill, did not seekto forge a connectionbetweenhis feminist idealsand

birth control. Mill hadnot yet written the feminist classic,TheSubjectionofWomen

(1869),but in his Political Economy(1848)hadstatedthat: 'Among the barbarisms

which law andmoralshavenot yet ceased to sanction,the mostdisgustingsurely is,

thatany humanbeingshouldbe Permittedto considerhimselfashavinga right to the

Personof another.�,�6�~ Trall's SexualPhysiology,which undoubtedlyinfluencedThe

Marriage Problem was unambiguousabout its author'sfeminist commitment.His

chapteron 'Regulationof the Numberof Offspring' oPeneda resoundingdeclaration

of the causeof 'Women'sRights': 'No truth is to my mind moreself-evident,no rule

61 Ibid. p.l0-l1.
62 Ibid p.14-15.
63 Ibid. p. 8.
64 Trail. SexualPhysiology.p. 206.
M J. S. Mill. PrinciplesofPolitical Economy.(Toronto, 1965),p. 372.(1sted. 1848).
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of right moreplain, no law ofNaturemoredemonstrable,than theright ofawomanto

herown Person.Nor canthis right bealienatedby marriage.' 66

Trall's defenceof the right of woman to the integrity of her person is

impressive. He argued, in passagesmarked by Haslam, that: 'It ought to be

understoodby all menandwomenthatthesexualembrace,wheneitherparty is averse

to it - when both partiesare not inclined to it - is an outrage.'67 He usedwhat must

havebeena novelargumentin theagein which he lived:

Would it not excite the just indignationof a manto be told.... that he must
begetchildrenwhenhe did not desirethem?or that he mustperformthe act
of sexual intercoursewhen he did not feel inclined to? ... it is ... [a
woman's]absoluteand indefeasibleright to determinewhen shewill, and
when shewill not, be exposedto pregnancy... the healthof a majority of
women in civilized society is seriously impaired and their lives greatly
abbreviatedby too frequentpregnancies.68

The passageabove was marked and underlined by Thomas Haslam who would

undoubtedlyhave agreedwith its sentiments.Trall's approachto the question is

unambiguouslywomancentredbut in The Marriage Problem, Haslam'sapproachis

problematicand difficult to reconcilewith his strongly held feminist beliefs. One is

remindedof 81. Paul'sstricture 'Better to marry than to bum' in his assertionthat

'young men of fiery temPerament'could marry early thus being savedfrom 'moral

destructionif not from early graves.'Using the methodof birth control recommended

in the pamphlet,suchmen could 'sow their wild oats' in 'the protectingcare of a

loving wife' while avoiding having children too young. It would, of course be

preferableif suchyoungmen'couldcontrol their passionsduring thecritical periodof

dawning manhood'ratherthan contractan early marriage.However, in the caseof

thoseunfortunateswho are 'unable to control their passions'an early marriageand

useof the informationcontainedin this pamphlet'maynot infrequentlybea matterof

life and death.'69The suggestionthat birth control would allow a man unlimited

accessto his wife's body without fear of impregnationwas anathemato feminists.

MargaretJacksonhas arguedthat:

The feministargumentwasbasicallythatwhile contraceptionprovidedsome
protectionagainstunwantedpregnancy,it underminedtheir insistencethat

66 Trail. SexualPhysiology.p. 201.
67 Ibid
61 Ibid pp. 201,204.
69 Haslam.Marriage. pp. 11-12.
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men could and should learn to control their sexual appetite. Artificial
contraceptionmade it much more difficult for women to resist men's
excessive demands for sexual intercourse ... Artificial contraception
reinforcedthecoital imperativeandthepatriarchalmodelofsexuality.,70

Accordingto BlandwomenmembersofTheMenandWomen'sClub:

felt that contraceptivesworsenedthe situationfor women ... it was feared
that once women no longer had the excuseof possiblepregnancy,they
would be subjectedto their husbands'every sexual whim. Indeed many
women of this period looked on artificial birth control... as a meansof
reducingawife to a virtual prostitute.'71

Haslam'ssuggestedmethodwas the 'natural' one of abstinenceduring the

fertile period which demandedsome restraint from husbands. Nonethelesshis

suggestionthat youngmenwho could not control their overwhelmingsexualdesires

shouldmarryyoungratherthan contract'vicioustemporaryunions,72gavecredenceto

the feministview that birth control could reducea wife to a 'virtual prostitute.,73 In

correspondence,discussedlater in this chapter,hejustified this stanceasthe lesserof

two evils. In the pamphlethe admittedly expressedconcernfor the 'unbearable

hardship'sufferedby womenthroughbearingexcessivenumbersof childrenandfor

thosewhosestrengthwas insufficient for the rigours of childbirth. He believedthat

their 'existencemight be repletewith joy andbrightness'by the reliefof the 'burden'

of childbearing.74 In theeventof couplesbeingunablefor 'whatevercause'to abstain

from intercourseduringthe 'fertile period' they shoulddecidefor themselveswhether

the 'emergency'justified 'the adoptionof somepreventiveexpedientlike that of the

sponge,asthesmallerandlessobjectionableof thetwo evils.' It is difficult to deduce

what emergencyHaslamcanhavebeentalking about. Was it uncontrollablemutual

passionor the threatof the male partnerrushing out into the night in searchof a

prostitute?He urged such couples 'to discussthe matter unreservedlywith their

medicaladviser.,75

70 MargaretJackson.The RealFactsofLife: FeminismandthePolitics ofSexualityc1850-1940.
(London:Taylor& Francis,1994),pp. 87-88.
71 Lucy Bland. BanishingtheBeast:EnglishFeminism& SexualMorality 1885-1914.(London:
Penguin,1995),p. 19. The Men andWomen'sClub wasa radicaldiscussiongroupfoundedby Karl
Pearson,latera leadingeugenicist,in 1885.Theaim of theclub wastheexchangeof ideasbetween
menandwomenwith a consequentbreakingdownof barriers.Many of thewomenmemberswere
committedfeminists.
72 Haslam.Marriage. p. 12.
73 Bland. BanishingtheBeast.p. 19.
74 Haslam.Marriage. p. 14.
75 Ibid. p. 10.

58



Haslamwas at pains to point out that he had medical endorsementfor the

views put forward in The Marriage Problem: 'Every medical opinion that I have

obtainedso far hasbeenmostfavourable.,76 He referredreadersto 'theadmirableand

exhaustivetreatiseof Dr. Trall, - the eminentAmericanphysician' if they required

'moredetailedinformation.'77This wasa featureof thoseearlyworkson birth control

which werenot written by medicalmen.RobertDaleOwenquotedFrenchphysicians

as a sourceof information on the efficacy of the sponge,but he also statedthat

'medical men' were ignorant 'of the power which men may possessover the

reproductiveinstinct.'78 RichardCarlisle wrote that 'wherea stateof healthwill not

justify a pregnancy,it is commonin London for the physicianto recommendthe

meansof prevention,it is well understoodthat abstinenceand domestichappiness

cannotcoexist.79 CharlesKnowlton, GeorgeDrysdaleandR.T. Trall were,of course,

medicallyqualified.

If birth controllers sought to claim medical authority for their theories,

however,the medicalprofessionstoutly repudiatedthem. In the nineteenthcentury

the medical professionassumedan increasingly important role in the shapingof

official definitions of sexual and moral behaviour.It saw itself as responsiblefor

public morality andits membersadopteda 'sanctimoniousattitude' to the sexuallife

of patients.80 Foucault, in his work on nineteenthcentury sexuality argued that

medicaldiscoursewassetapartfrom otherdiscoursesthroughits authorityof science

with its connotationsof objectivity and truth. It was 'a sciencesubordinatedin the

mainto the imPerativesof a morality whosedivisionsit reiteratedundertheguiseofa

medicalnorm.,81 TheLancetrespondedto Place'shandbillsby statingloftily that the

'Things',i.e. thehandbills,'arebeneathournotice.,82

In the 1860s the medical profession'sseeming indifference changed to

vociferousopposition. Theyearafterthepublicationof Haslam'spamphletthe pages

of TheLancetcontainedvirulent criticism of the 'beastlycontrivancesfor limiting the

numberof offspring' citing Dr. Beatty,Presidentof the Royal Collegeof Physicians

76 TJH to FrancisNewman29 Apr. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. OX/66/t.
77 Haslam.Marriage Problem. p.8.
71 Owen. Moral Physiology.pp. 67, 60.
79 Carlisle.EveryWoman'sBook. Cited in McLaren.Birth Controlp. 84.
80 JohnPeel.'ContraceptionandtheMedical Profession.'PopulationStudies.vol. XVIII, no. 2 1984.
p.134.
II Michel Foucault. TheHistory o/Sexuality:an Introduction. (London:Penguin,1994),p. 53.
12 TheLancet.2 Nov. 1823cited in Peel.Contraception. p. 134.
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of Ireland of Dublin, in his addresson Midwifery before the British Medical

Association:

The authorsof the annual addressesread before the Associationare the
spokesmenof the profession... it is ... their duty to warn or to condemn
whencircumstanceshaverenderedwarningor condemnationnecessary.We
do not think that the practicesto which we havebeenalreadycompelledto
refer, andto which we refer againwith reluctance,would be toleratedeven
as subjectsfor discussionby more than a very small numberof medical
men.83

Thereportgoeson to praiseDr. Beattyfor havingdischargedthe 'unpleasanttask' of

pointing out 'the way in which thoseviews are regardedby the greatbulk of the

medical profession... so courageously.,84Beatty, after a learneddiscourseon the

profession of midwifery with much allusion to the classical world and an

acknowledgementof recentadvances,castigatedthe 'Malthusianphilosophyof ' of

family limitation. He went on to link contraceptionwith infanticide. He condemned

the Dialectical Societyfor its 'baseendeavoursto substitutea schemeengenderedin

their obsceneimaginationsfor the moral governmentof the God of nations.' He

concludedhis address'amid loud cheering.'15An indignant response toBeatty'S

addresswas publishedin the issueof 28th August which declaredthe allegations

made by Beatty to be 'entirely untrue.' The writer, D.H. Dyte of the London

Dialectical Society wrote: 'The Society does not advocateMalthusianismor anti­

Malthusianismor anyotherview or theoryofanykind.' 16

The public reactionto early birth control propagandawas exclusively

male; it wasobviouslytoo controversiala topic to be discussedin public by women.

The campaignagainstthe ContagiousDiseasesActs in the 1870swas the catalyst

which empoweredsomewomento speakpublicly aboutsexualmatters.Early writers

onbirth controlwereinfluencedby women:

Richard Carlile was enlightenedby Eliza Sharples,Robert Dale Owen by
FrancesWright ... Theexactcontributionwhich thesewomenmadeto men's
appreciationof women'sattitudestowards fertility control is difficult to
determinebut in anindirectway theyweremakingthemselvesheard.87

13 Ibid 7Aug. 1869. p.209.
14 Ibid
IS Ibid p.215.
16 Lancet. 28 Aug. 1868. p. 321.TheDialecticalSocietysoughtto providea forum for the
philosophicalconsiderationof all questionswithout reserveespeciallyon the fields of ethics,
metaphysicsandtheology.
17 McLaren.Birth Control. p. 98.

60



While it is difficult to know to what extent,if at all, ThomasHaslamwas influenced

by his wife in his writings on birth control, thereis copiousevidencethat sheagreed

with the sentimentshe expressed. In her correspondencewith Marie Stopesshe

explained:'I havealwaysbeendeeplyinterestedin this question& havehelpedmany

women.'ss

Early birth control literaturewaspracticallywomencentredin that therewasa

tendencyto favour methodswhich werecontrolledby women.Placegavea detailed

description,togetherwith instructionsfor the making, of the recommendedsponge.

Knowlton recommendedthe vaginaldoucheandsuggestedthe purchaseof a 'female

syringe' from 'an apothecaryfor a shilling or less.,s9Lucy Bland writes that female

contraceptivedevices'hadtheir own disadvantages;they wereexpensive,difficult to

obtain,anddouchesnecessitatedaccessto runningwater.'9OHoweverPlacesuggested

a home made sponge,while Knowlton was consciousof cost and also careful to

suggesteasily availablematerials.In Bland'sbook there is an illustration of 'The

ImprovedVertical and ReverseCurrentSYringe', sold as a 'MalthusianAppliance',

which clearly showsthat running waterwas not used,ratherone endof the syringe

was immersedin a large containerof water.91 Robert Dale Owen, however,was

happyto put theonuson themalefor the successof coitusinterruptusasa methodof

birth control. Haslam'srecommendedmethodwould haverelied on the co-operation

of the malepartner;thewomanwasresponsiblefor thecalculationof the safeperiod.

In TheMarriage ProblemHaslamgavedetailedinstructionsto womenfor identifying

thephysicalsignsofovulationin orderto enabledeterminationof 'the law of herown

constitution with sufficient accuracy for practical guidance.'92 Although this

informationwasacquiredfrom Trail, it is noteworthythatHaslamdid not shrinkfrom

a descriptionof intimatefemalebodily functionsin a remarkablyunprudishmanner.

Although the word had not yet been coined, Haslam's eugenic

tendenciesareobviousto today's readerof the pamphlet.93 The eugenicsmovement

was in the tradition of Victorian reform movementswhich were responsesof the

18 AH to M.e. Stopes.20Aug. 1918.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66I2.
19 Knowlton. Fruits. OfPhilosophy. p.34.
90 Bland.BanishingtheBeast.p. 190.
91 Ibid. p. 204.
92 Haslam.Marriage Problemp. 10.
93 Thetenn 'eugenicsmovement'wasfirst usedin 1911 by JamesA. Field. in 'TheProgressof
Eugenics.'QuarterlyJournaJofEconomics.no. 26. 1911.p. 3.

61



middle classto the perceivedgrowth of socialproblemsamongthe urbanpoor: 'The

traditionof middle-classmeliorism,togetherwith the new ideasaboutheredity... and

the Malthusianconceptof the dangerousfertility of the poor, providedthe elements

that cametogether... to form the eugenicsmovement.,94From the 1870stherewere

increasingcalls 'for action to preventpeoplewith varying afl1ictions from having

children.' Typically those who advocatedwhat were later to be called 'negative

eugenics'proposalswere ... worried by increasingevidencethat seriousmental and

physicaldisorderswere hereditary.,9S Allied to this was the increasingconvictionof

the 'inheritanceof ... negativemoral as well as physical qualities.' Thus, if 'the

prolific breeding of this class were not controlled ... undesirablequalities must

necessarilykeepincreasinguntil the directionof the evolutionof the humanracewas

reversed.,96Haslamsubscribedto the beliefthat moral defectswere inherited: 'I hold

it to be a well authenticatedfact that the offspring of the drunken& the sensualare

likely to be themselvessensual.97 In 1868,somemonthsafterHaslam'spamphletwas

issued,W.R. Greg, renownedfor his work on prostitution, said that he thought it

'conceivable'thatat somefuture dateonly thosewith a 'pureandvigorousandwell­

developedconstitution' would 'be suffered to transmit their names ... to future

generations.,98 Haslam'spamphletpredatedCharlesDarwin's The DescentofMan,

published in 1871, which statedthat 'the weak membersof a civilised society

propagatetheir kind. No onewho has attendedthe breedingof domesticanimalswill

doubt that this must be highly injurious to the raceof men.,99 Although Haslam's

interestin the questionof hereditypredatedthe first eugenicsmeetingin Ireland by

overfifty years,l00a paperreadin 1858at the StatisticalandSocialInquiry Societyof

94 PaulineM. H. Mazumdar.Eugenics,HumanGeneticsandHumanFailings: The EugenicsSociety,
its Sourcesandits Critics in Britain. (London: Routledge,1992),p. 2.
95 L.A. FarraH.The Origin andGrowtho/theEng/ishEugenicsMovement/865-/925 (New York:
Garland,1985), p. 27.
96 Mazumdar.Eugenics. p. 3.
97 ThomasHaslamto FrancisNewman.29Apr. 1868.HuH UniversityLibrary. OX/66fl.
98 W.R. Greg. 'On the FailureofNaturalSelectionin theCaseof Man.' Frazer'sMagazine.Sept.
1868.Cited in FarraH.Origin. p. 15.
99 Cited in FarraH,Origin. p. IS.
100 GrettaJones.'Eugenicsin Ireland:theBelfastEugenicsSociety,1911-5.'Irish Historical Studies.
xxviii, no. 109.May 1992.pp. 81-95. A meetingwasheld in Dublin in 1911 with the intentionof
startinga EugenicsSociety.It did not appear to result in the formationof a society,but amongthose
presentwasLady Dockrell, a colleagueofAnnaHaslam'sin thesuffragecampaign.
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Ireland suggeststhat the topic was beingaired amongthe membership.101 Haslam's

proto-eugenicismis discussedat greaterlengthin thenextchapter.

Thereis no recordof any public responseto Haslam'spamphlet;the private

natureof the publicationandcirculationwould haveprecludedit. Thereis, however,

an interesting collection of private correspondenceextant from some prominent

Peopleinterestedin the question,to whom Haslam,had sent hispamphlet.Of the

surviving letters in responseto The Marriage Problem, at least three of the five

correspondentswereprominentsecularists:

Only in freethinking and secularistcircles did birth control propaganda
flourish, and it was in thesecircles, that it becameso much a part of the
generalphilosophyof life without religion that the two movementsseemto
havebecomeidentified in thepublic mind.'

The English authors of birth control material, Carlile, Place and Drysdale were

associatedwith 'anti-Christianscepticism.'102 That being said, of the three known

secularistswho respondedto Haslam,only one was enthusiastic,while anotherwas

downrighthostile.

The letterof JohnStuartMill in receiptof the pamphlet,waswritten with the

utmost tact, but in essencewas non-committal, and did not offer any practical

encouragement:'Nothing could be more important than the question to which it

relates,nor more laudablethanthe purposeit has in view.' Mill cannothaveagreed

with Haslam'ssuggestionthat the methodwould help youngmento 'sow their wild

oats'with a loving wife ratherthanavail of prostitution,but he offeredno critiqueof

the contents. He madeit clearthathe, for one,would not beavailingof the author's

Permissionto reprint the contentsfor 'privatecirculation': 'About the exPediencyof

putting it into circulation, in howeverquiet a manner,you are the bestjudge.' It is

obvious that Mill did not consider the material suitable for disseminationin a

pamphlet;he suggested,rather, that the 'morality of the matter lies wholly between

the married People themselvesand that such facts as those which the pamphlet

communicatesoughtto be madeknown to themby their medicaladvisers.' This, he

101 JamesHaughton.SomeFactswhichsuggestthe ideathat theDesirefor AlcoholicStimulantsis ...
transmittedby HereditaryDescent... andthusstronglytendsto deterioratetheHumanRace.SeeMary
Daly. TheSpirit ofEarnestInquiry: The StatisticalandSocialInquiry SocietyofIreland /847-/997.
(Dublin: SSIS,1997),p. 228. ThomasHaslamwas,of course,a memberof theSSISI.
102 lA. Banks.Victorian Values:SecularismandtheSizeofFamilies.(London:RoutledgeandKegan
Paul, 1981),p. 20.
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thoughtwasnot likely to happen'atpresent'and'in themeantimeeveryonemustact

accordingto his ownjudgementofwhatis prudentandright.'103

NormanHimes,wasof the opinionthat this shortletterwasimportantin that

it threw light uponthe vexedquestionof Mill's stanceon birth control. His reference

to thepurposeof thepamphletas 'laudable'wasthoughtby Himesto be: 'interesting

in view of the fact publicly Mill alwayswrote and talkedas if he wishedto exceed

Malthus' demandfor self-denial,and apply within the marriagebond the restraints

which Malthusdaredinsist upononly up to the thresholdof the marriedstate.'The

useof the word 'laudable'wastakenby Himesto suggestthatMill 'wasdefinitely in

favour of the artificial check.'104 The claims made by Himes for the letter are

exaggerated;hadhereadTheMarriage Problem,hewould haveseenthatHaslamwas

advocating,not 'artificial checks'but abstinencefor partof everymonth,in effect the

applicationof restraintwithin marriage.

Haslam had an extensivecorrespondencewith Francis W. Newman, the

brother of the cardinal, which gives insight on how both men thought on sexual

matters.lOS Newman,a feminist, wasa true eccentricwhom Haslamgreatly admired.

This correspondencepredatedthe campaignfor the repealof the ContagiousDiseases

Acts, for which both HaslamandNewmancampaignedactively. Newman,who had

rejectedconventionalreligion, 'went so far as to reject the Bible and conventional

Christianmorality as a guide to presentday life; he wantedit supersededby public

legislation founded on scientific investigation and inspired by belief in moral

progress.'106 It is likely that Haslamsenthis pamphletto Newmanas a prominent

secularist.He cannothavebeenunawareof the latter'sdeterminedoppositionto birth

control. AlthoughNewmandid not publishhis well-known treatise,The Corruption

Now Called Neo-Malthusianism,until 1889, he had written a number of works

condemningbirth control prior to 1868.101 Haslammay well haveseenhis 'natural'

103 JohnStuartMill to TJH. 19Feb. 1868. Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66/1.
104 NonnanE. Himes. 'JohnStuartMill's Attitude to Neo-Malthusianism.'The EconomicJournal
(Supplement),No.4. Jan.1929.pp. 481, 482.
lOS FrancisW. Newman.1805-1897.A fellow of Balliol College,heresignedhis fellowship in 1830as
hewasunableto subscribeto theThirty-Nine Articles. He wasappointedto theChairof Latin in
UniversityCollegeLondon in 1846.
106 Brian Harrison.Drink andthe Victorians. (London:FaberandFaber,1971),p. 186.
107 'F.W. Newmanon the PopulationQuestion.'Barker'sReview1(1861),pp. 3-6; 'MarriageLaws'
FrasersMagazine.76 (1867),pp 167-89;'Malthusianism,TrueandFalse' FrasersMagazine.3
(1871),pp. 584-98.
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methodastheanswerto thosewho opposedtheuseof 'beastlycontrivances'andhave

hopedthatNewmanmight haveendorsedthediscoveryof the 'law'.

As in the caseof the Mill letter, this correspondencewith Haslamhas been

usedto illustrate Newman'sopinions on birth control, in this case his perceived

changeof hearton thesubject.Marie Stopescited the openingsentenceof Newman's

first letter to Haslam: 'It hasgraduallybrokenupon me that too large and earnesta

body of menhold doctrinessuchas you promulgate,to discardthem as I oncedid,

with a simplerevulsionof disgust,'asan exampleof the changein attitudesof even

committedanti birth controllers.IOS Sheis beingdisingenuoushoweverasNewman's

next sentencereveals: 'The difficulty of reasoningthem down is this, that a public

argumentmay be depraving,and one'sbook may be scoutedevenby thosewhose

convictionsoneis maintaining.'109

Newmanwasalsoon JamesBurn'smailing list: 'I havelately hadsentto me

Mr. JamesBurn'speriodicalcalledHumanNature, in which I found Dr. Trall's book

advertisedfor theedificationofall who will buy it & I perceivethatheannouncesthat

it containsdrawingsof the secretpartsof men& woman& whatnot beside.'Suchis

Newman'sdistastefor thesubjectthathewasreluctantto challengeHaslam'sideas:'I

supposewe now cannotevadethe discussion,and howevergreatour reluctance&

misgivings& disgustwe shallhaveto go throughit.' 110

Newmanwasextremelycritical of Haslam'spamphlet. He did not believein

the Malthusianargumentof overpopulationand arguedthat Haslam'stheory is self­

defeatingas it would 'nevertake largeeffect on any but the more educated.Not but

that theviewsof this doctrinemaychancesoto damagethewholecharacter,thatsuch

classeswill deserveto waste& wane.' Newmanairedhis pet theoriesof temperance

andvegetarianismassolutionsto the problemsof poverty: 'Humbleartizans'if they

'abstainfrom intoxicatingdrink' andare 'satisfiedwith mainly or solely vegetarian'

diet they will be enabled'to raise familiesof childrenin high healthwith superioror

intellectual refinement.'111 He was prominent in the temperancemovementand

101 Stopes.TheEarly DaysofBirth Control. (London, 1922), p. 14. MichaelMasonhaswritten that
Stopes'owned a letterfrom Newmanin which headmittedto an Irish birth control propagandistthat
his previous'simplerevulsionof disgust'againstcontraceptionwasnot appropriate.'ObviouslyMason
hadnot seenthe original correspondenceasheregrettedthat 'thedate of this letter is not apparent.'
Mason.Attitudes.174.
109 F.W. Newmanto TJH. 26 Apr. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary OX/66/t. p. 2.
110 Ibid pp. 2, 3.
111 Ibid pp. 4, 5.
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presidentof the Vegetarian Society: "Oh! I am anti-slavery, anti-alcohol, anti­

tobacco,anti-everything.'he oncetold an amuseddinner-party.'112 Newmantotally

rejected'asmorally vicious& physicallyruinous,thedoctrinethatwe areto exercise

any of the animal instincts for the sakeof the pleasureaccompanyingthem.' He

admitted with disarming candourthat: 'The physical pleasurefrom the marriage

union, is in my judgement,contemptiblysmall ... The real greatrapturouspleasureof

marriedlove is moralnot physical.'113

Newmanagreedwith Haslamon the useof artificial checks:'Truly I do not

wonderthatrefinedconscientiouswomenare(asyou say)revoltedby suchexpedients

asyou describe.'While he did not explicitly challengeHaslam'stheory that a wife's

sexualavailability kept a young husbandfrom consortingwith prostitutes,he wrote

that 'if a husbandwantsto disgusta sensible(not to sayrefmed)wife let herdiscern

thathe wantsto useherpersonashe might a bit of raw beef.'He conceded,however,

that love 'drawspeopleinto tenderintimaciesand embracewithout intending any

physical results, such results will very often foliow, becauseit is healthful to be

carriedaway at suchtimes by blind instinct' thereforeif conceptionis 'undesirable'

thesolutionis 'evident'- it is 'thehusband'sduty to sleepin a separatebed.'II"

Newmansawtheestablishmentof 'Women'sRights' asa 'properrestraint'to

male immorality: 'Chastityin manis Justiceto Woman.Self-controlin a husbandis

Justiceto a Wife. Our law infamouslyrefusesto a womanright overherown person.'

He suggestedlegal adoptionasanaid to largefamilies. Peoplewould be lesspoorhe

suggestswereit not for the fact that 'artizans... craveaftermeat,imitating the richer,

andhaveforcedup thepriceof meat& madeit worthwhile to turn arableinto grazing

land ... which mustlessenthe numberof rustics& swell the town population.'He

temperedhis criticism with the 'Acceptthis kindly, I prayyou' with which heendshis

letter.I IS Despite the ten closely writtenpages,however,he appendeda two page

postscript,in which he challengedHaslam's'astonishingsentence'which accused

parentswho generatedoffspring they were 'not in a positionto maintain' as 'oneof

themostbrutalselfishenormitieswhichmanor womencancommit.'Newmanargued

that 'Every honestworker addsmore to world's wealth than he takesfrom it.' He

112 J.G.Sieveking,MemoirandLenersofF.W, Newman.(London:KeganPaul,Trench,Trubner.&
Co., 1909), p. 139.
113 F.W. Newmanto TJH. 26 Apr. 1868.pp. S,6.
114 Ibid p. 7.
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turnedMalthus'stheoryon its headby declaring: 'If we resolvenot to raisefamilies

until we haverealizedmeansof supportingthem,the earthwill becomedepopulated

... Woe will befall the state which ... supposeschildren to be of no value to the

country.I 16

Haslamimmediatelyrespondedto Newman'scritique of his pamphlet.There

were very few men living for whosejudgementhe felt 'such reverence.'He was

deferentialin disagreement:'If I ventureto differ from you it is only becausemy mind

is unable to resist the weight of evidenceto which my own conviction has been

determined.'He alluded to his ill health; in his 'existing condition' he 'dare not

subject[his] brain to the stressof closeanddetailedreasoning.'He continued:'It is

very probable too that I shall have to suspendthis letter for days coming to a

conclusion.'Despitethis plaintivetone,however,Haslammanagedto dashoff a letter

of impressivelength and fluency. He 'fully shared'Newman's'repugnanceat the

discussionof sexual matters.' However he saw such repugnanceas a fault - an

indictmentof 'false training at anearly age,the resultsof which (like the dreadof

hell)' hewould 'neverbeablealtogetherto shakeoff' Haslambelieved,howeverthat

the 'spuriousdelicacy which now prevails ... is not from knowledge but from

ignoranceor half knowledge' that'enormousevils' spring.He wanted'youngpeople

to know the truth as soonas they are able to apprehendit - the whole truth I mean.'

While he sharedNewman's'feelingsof disgustat picturesof the organsof menand

women,' he believedthis to be 'a morbid prejudice,the result of false training - a

remnantof the contemptwhich an asceticChristianityhaslavisheduponsomeof the

mostwonderfulpartsof thehumanframe.' 117

Haslamdid not believein the theoryof overpopulation,but: 'So long asthere

is one industriousmanin Irelandwho cannotfind employmentsufficient to maintain

himselfandhis family in comfort& independence,Irelandis overpeopledin the only

sensein which I employ the words.' He pointedout the difficulties of educatingthe

'lower classes'... 'so long as they are taught that prudenceis a vice & that large

familiesarea proofofmanhood... Hithertoall teachingon thesesubjectshasbeenleft

in Ireland to the priests & we know they are professionally in favour of large

lIS Ibid pp. 9, 10.
116 Ibid. pp. 11, 12.
117 TJH to F.W. Newman.29 Apr. 1868.Ms. 'Copyof reply' Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66fl. p. 1.
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families.,118 Fifty yearson Anna madethe samepoint to Marie StOpeS.119Haslam's

theorywould, in Newman'sopinion, havegreatereffecton the educatedclassesthus,

of course,increasingthe ratio of the coarseand ignorantto the educatedandrefined.

Haslamcautiouslyreplied'If I agreein thesentimentthat it is desirablethatthehigher

races& higherorganizationsshouldreplacethe inferior ... it cannotbetheduty of the

refined to abandonrestraint. It is the duty of the coarseand sensualto practiceit.'

Newman,in fact, bitterly opposedtheproto-eugenicists;hewrotecritically of Herbert

Spencerwho had coinedthe phrase'the survival of the fittest': 'He denouncesthe

vicious poor, seemsto inculcatethat we oughtto let themdie out, overlooksthe fact

that childrenrearedto vice, or temperedto vice in early years,deservepity andaid ,

notcoldcontempt.'120

HaslamquestionedNewman'sbeliefin thesupremacyof instinct:

That passionought as a rule in the first instance,to inspire the wedded
embrace,I do hold But ... Its demandsmust be endorsedby reasonor they
are not to be obeyed. Most marriedmen imaginethat their natural instinct
demandscoition far more frequently than is good for either themselvesor
their wives. In manycasesthey practiceit nightly asa rule, not infrequently
to the dreadful injury of both ... yet they plead instinct as their
justification.121

Where, one must ask, does Haslam get these facts? Hardly from questioning

acquaintancesasheadmitsthathecannoteasilytalk on sexualmatters.It is likely that

he is summarisingTrall who gavedetailsof patients'who had for yearsindulgedin

sexualintercourseasoften asoncein twenty-fourhoursandsomewho had indulged

still oftener. Of course the result was premature decay and often permanent

invalidism':22 Haslam, however, felt that in such matters it was impossible to

prescribeany absoluterulesof duty or propriety: 'Marriedpeople... mustdecidefor

themselves.'He justified the mostcontroversialtheorypropoundedin his pamphlet:

'In the abstractit is a degradingthing for a wife to surrenderher personto her

husbandwhen sheherselfdoesnot reciprocatethe passion& neverthelessit may be

her duty to submitto that degradationratherthan drive her husbandinto the armsof

118 Ibid p. 2.
119 AnnaHaslamin her lettersto M.e. Stopescontinuallymentions thenecessityof educatingthepoor
in birth controlmethods.In a letterdated 20th March 1921 shewroteto Stopes'Themiddle andupper
classesknow what to do moreor less- but thepoor! Oh deartheirclergypreachplentyof childrenthe
morethebetterI!! BL Add. Ms. 58688.f. 97.
120 F.W. Newman, AllianceNews 31stMay 1884,p. 342.
121 TJH to F.W. Newman.Hull University Library. DX/66ft. p.2.
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prostitutes.'Haslamaddeda commentwhich is further evidenceof his secularism:'I

believethereis no higherauthority thanenlightenedhumanjudgementto pronounce

on suchmatters... And after all humanlife is only a seriesof more or less fallible

experiments.'He doesnot allow for any authorityotherthan 'enlightenedreason'in

mattersof sexualmorality. Despitethedidactictoneof thepamphletHaslamclaimed

that he believedthat peoplehad freedomof conscience:'Every marriedcouplemust

be a law unto themselves.Providedthey love eachother sincerely& providedtheir

intellect is enlightenedon thosesubjectsthey will not go far astray.'Whatwasreally

neededin Haslam'sopinion wasthe 'widespreaddiffusion of soundknowledgeupon

thesesubjects.To this imperiousnecessityall scruples,howeverrespectablein their

origin, mustbetaughtto give way.,123

Haslamwas at his bestwhen arguingagainstNewman'sclaim that the 'safe

period' was 'againstnature.' He argued: 'Provided mutual desire dictates it is

perfectly natural ... [to enjoy] the connubialembracewhen the wife in not liable to

impregnation.'He acknowledgedthat:

abstinencewhenmutualpassionexistsmay in a certainsensebe stigmatized
as unnaturalbut it is not so in marriedpeopleany more than in that of the
unmarried and in that senseall restraint of the lower propensities in
obedienceto themoral sentimentsmaybebrandedin thesameway.

He askedNewmanto reconsider:

If two unmarriedpeopleof the oppositesexfeel passionfor eachother& do
not yield to it becausethey know by so doing they may inflict someinjury
uponeachotheranduponsociety,& if this unnaturalrestraintbe right, how
can it be wrong for marriedpersonsto practicea similar restraintin cases
wherethey feel that a similar injury would be the resultof their indulgence
... If all restraintof mutualpassionbeunnatural& if everythingunnaturalbe
wrong, thenunlimited free love is theonly conditionin society.124

Actually Newmandid not in his letter place any emphasison mutual pleasurebut

argued that: 'The expedientwhich you proposeof confining connubial embraces

preciselyto thetimesat which (you believe)theywill bebarrenis ... [to] actprecisely

againstnature.'12S Haslam,on theotherhand,repeatedlyallowedfor thepossibilityof

mutualpassion:

112 Trail. SexualPhysiology.p. 244.
123 TJH to F.W. Newman.29 Apr. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66ft. p. 3.
124 Ibid
115 F.W. Newmanto TJH. Hull University Library. DX/66ft. p. 8.
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I think I havenot saidenough... on thevital point that indulgencein mutual
passion(evenwhenthe femaleis not liable to impregnation)can in any fair
sensebe stigmatizedas an unnaturalact. So long as the act is governedby
genuinepassionon both sidesit is perfectly natural. The passionwh.[ich]
justifies the act hasno knowledgerespectingimpregnation,it is enlightened
reasonalonewh.[ich] possessesthem& reasonso far as I canperceivedoes
not withhold hersanctionfrom theactprovidedit behallowedasI havesaid
by passion& provided no injurious consequencesare likely to be the
result.126

Haslam, when setting down his own theoriesof morality, rather than presenting

Trall's ideas,writes with authority andconviction.Trall allowed for mutual passion;

he believedthat the sexualunion 'should be pleasurableto both parties' otherwise

'unlessgenerationbe intended' it is 'mere lust' presumablyfor one of the two.

Haslam had underlined this passage.Although Haslam did not 'recommendany

artificial expedientsfor preventingimpregnationexceptin specialcases'he went on

to say'I mustcandidlyown thatI believethereareno caseswhen(asby far the lessof

two evils) it is morally justifiable ... but unquestionablyI hold that a wife whose

health would not justify her having offspring& who finds herselfsolicited by a

passionatehusbandis morally justified in adoptingsomesuchexpedientratherthan

drive herhusbandto the still morebanefulindulgenceof prostitutionor of someform

of self pollution.' There is a definite dichotomy herewhich may be explainedby a

simple error of transcriptionas the surviving letter from Haslamto Newmanis a

manuscriptcopyof the reply sent.It is in Haslam'shandandit is possiblethata 'no'

was inadvertentlyinsertedin the sentence,the omissionof which would makemore

sensein the contextof what follows. If he really wassayingthat thereareno cases

when the useof 'artificial expedients'is 'morally justifiable,' surely he contradicted

himselfwhenhe statedthat the wife is 'morally justified' asquotedabove.He shared

the prevailing Victorian horror of masturbationwhich he appearsto couple with

prostitutionasa 'banefulindulgence.,127

In the light of Haslam'scelibate marriagehis remark to Newman that he

believedthat 'populardoctrines'gaverise to 'unnaturalChristianasceticismand so

sacrificethe majority of mankindto the elevationof a few. They producefew saints

anda world of sinners... I sympathizewith thesinnerfar morethan with thesaints.'It

is likely that the populardoctrineto which Haslamreferredwas the conviction that

126 TJH to F.W. Newman.29 Apr. 1868.p. 3.
m Ibid
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abstinencewasthe morally acceptablemethodto avoid conception. On the themeof

unsatisfieddesire,he told Newman 'thatthe cravingfor indulgencewhich cannotbe

gratified is a far more... demoralizingstateof mind thananythingthatwill resultfrom

suchexpedients[artificial birth control]. I cannotenterat any lengthinto this painful

side of the question.'128 Was it 'painful' to speak on the subject owing to the

circumstanceof his own marriage? Did his opinion that prolongedabstinencewas

possibleonly for menof 'peculiarorganization'applyto himself?

Haslamconsideredthe right of womanto her bodily integrity, as arguedby

Mill and Newman, secondaryto the dangersinherent in refusing a husbandhis

conjugal 'rights': 'To sum up, artificial expedientsare undesirable,prostitution is

infinitely worse,& thereareotheralternativeswh.[ich] areworst of all.' He claimed

howeverin his letter to Newman,that he had 'alwaysbeenan advocate'of women's

'extremestrights. The right of their own personis one of the prominentdoctrines

enforcedin Trall's bookwh.[ich] I think you oughtto read.,I29

Haslam'sperceptionof male sexualityas difficult to control was commonly

held Victorian opinion. He had 'no doubt that there are multitudesof men whose

constitutionsare the slavesof animal Passion,'whereasNewmanaverredthat such

men 'haveweakermoral principles& will.' He subscribedto the theory that such

naturesarehereditary:'I hold it to bea well authenticatedfact thattheoffspringof the

drunken& the sensualarelikely to be themselvessensual.I am not a thoroughgoing

phrenologicalbut therearecertainmenwhoseorgansof amativeness- destructiveness

etc. arepreternaturallylarge.Whenit is saidthatsuchmencancontrol their passions,

if they will, I canattachno meaningto the words.' It is hardto follow Haslam'sline

of reasoninghere. The word 'amativeness'is certainly Trall's. He can scarcelybe

suggestingthatsuchmenarecandidatesfor the 'safeperiod' methodof birth control.

He allowed for the rehabilitation of the 'reprobate'and the 'fallen': 'It is only

ChristianPharisaismwh[ich] brandssucherrorsasawful irrepressibleguilt ... When

youthful errorsaretreatedsimply aserrors& that in womenaswell asmen,thereis

someprobability that thosewho havefallen into themwill riseabovetheminsteadof

128 Ibid. pp. 3, 4.
129 Ibid p. 4.
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being enslavedto them for life.' 130 This contradictedthe popularVictorian opinion

thata 'fallen' womanhadbeenruinedfor life.

Haslam did not think it necessaryto reiteratehis 'lesserof two evils'

argumentsregardingyoung men 'sowing their wild oats' in the marriagebed. He

'cannotmodify a word' regarding'the selfishnessof menhaving largefamilies while

unableto maintainthem... menhavelargefamiliesnot only at thecostof their wives'

health ... they are personsof notoriousselfishnessof character.'He summedup the

advantagesof 'a discoverywhich will enablemen to satisfy their sexualappetites

within the boundsof reasonwithout eitherdestroyingthe healthof their partnersor

sacrificingthe well beingof their posterity& with no greaterprice thanthatof partial

abstinence(itselfgoodfor their own health).'He wasat painsto point out that he has

received 'testimoniesof approval (already) from numbersof refined and educated

men & women.' Newman'slong and detailed letter notwithstanding,Haslamagain

appealsto him: 'May I askthe favour of a few final remarksor reconsiderations.'He

is not finishedyet, however,but embarkson a lengthypostscript:'On humblycasting

my eye over the precedingsheets,I seethat there are someof the most prominent

featuresof my viewson thesesubjectsthat I havefailed to bring into adequaterelief.'

Theseviewsareconcernedwith his theoriesof thosewho areunfit to breedandcould

be said to reveal Haslam'sbeliefs as a negativeeugenicist.'Let them [the criminal

classesandthoseof 'feeblehealthor impairedorganization']marry by all means,but

let themtakeall necessaryprecautionsnot to inflict the curseof vicious or enfeebled

organizationupon an unfortunateprogeny.' Haslamwent on to statethat: 'the less

coition is practised the better as a general rule. Most married personsinjure

themselvesby excess theyalsodestroymutualselfrespect& theydegrademarriage

to a mere arrangementfor sexual satisfaction.'This is much more dogmatic then

Haslam'searlierstatementthat 'Married people (whosereasonis enlightened)must

decide for themselves... Every married couple must be a law unto themselves.'

Perhapsthe reasonfor this is revealedin the letter'ssecondending: 'thereare very

few peopleto whoseview andcharacterI look up to with such reverence& I do not

wish that you should evidently set me down as an advocateof any unnaturalor

debasingpractices.'131

130 Ibid
131 Ibid. 4, 5, 6.
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Unfortunately Newman'sreply is unobtainable.Haslam'sresponseto this

missing letter, dated 8th May, however, is terse and, though polite, revealedthat

Newman'sreply had displeasedhim greatly. No thanks are expressed,rather he

launchedstraightinto achilly rebuttal:

I regret to find the more I understandof your position on the population
problemthe morestrongly I am compelledto dissent.The doctrinethat "all
pursuit of pleasure"(social, intellectual, aesthetic...) is unlawful does not
awaken a responsein either my conscienceor my intellect. It appears
repugnant to my common sense as the Athanasian Creed or ...
[indecipherable]primitive religion ... Trall's recommendationis practically
nothing more than a deduction from Mill's 'Political Economy &
Utilitarianism' ... so far as I canseeno refutationof eitherof themhasyet
appeared.132

Newman'sresponse,too, dispensedwith thenicetiesandstarted:'1.8. Mill has

not yet goneto the exaggeratedcensurethatyou have;but takewhateversupportyou

can get from him. I havesometimeswishedto know whetherthe eventsof Ireland

since 1848 have modified Malthusianism.I regardthem as demonstrating,beyond

reasonabledenial that the theory is either a uselesstruism or a mischievous

falsehood.'Newmanwent on to state'that if menwereactuatedby no principle but

prudence,hardly anyonewould rear children.' He regardedit as 'the oppositeof

selfish' that 'a poor man ... marries and raiseschildren.' He endedby insulting

Haslam roundly: 'But I think nearly everyone, if your theory were publicly

communicatedwould say,thatChineseinfanticideis far morehonourable& manly &

immeasurablyless tending to generaldepravity.'133 Newman'squestionto Haslam

regardingthe relevanceof Mathus'stheoryof populationto Ireland is surelya valid

one.For anIrishmanto discussthe populationquestionwithout referringto the Great

Famineandits aftermathseemsbizarre. InTheRealWantsofthe Irish People,which

Haslamwrote within twenty yearsof the start of the famine,he referredto the 'four­

fold' increasein populationbetween1731 and1841.Hadthepoorestlabourers,whom

he concededhad an 'equal right to the comfortsof family life with the wealthiest

capitalist', accumulateda 'few years savingsto provide for contingencies'before

marriage,'Irelandwould neverhavebeenvisited with the awful calamitiesof 1846

132 TJH to F.W. Newman.8 May 1868.OX/66/t.
133 F.W. Newmanto TJH. 14 May 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. OX/66/t
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and 1847.'134 While Haslamappearscompassionateto the plight of the poor his

messageis essentiallythe sameasthat of Malthus's doctrineof moral restraint.It is

alsounrealisticin theextremeasthe 'poorestlabourers'prior to the famine,who lived

in conditionsof utter deprivationand destitution,were the mostunlikely candidates

for accumulatingnest-eggsfor the future.

Haslam'slettersto Newmanare a valuableinsight into his thoughtson male

sexualitywherehe clearly subscribedto the theoryof the biological imperative. His

abhorrenceof prostitution,and his belief in the inevitability of celibateyoung men

resortingto it, wassuchthathearguedagainsthis beliefsasan 'advocate'ofwomen's

'extremistrights.' Haslam'sdesireto spreadthegospelof birth controlwaspredicated

on his aspirationsfor the improvementof society.The birth control movementwas

concernedwith 'improving the economicwell-beingandwelfareof the lower classes

by inculcatingsuchsolid virtuesasprudence, foresightandself-restraint.'13S Haslam

appearsto havebeentypical as his concernswere with the poor, the unhealthyand

thoseyoungmen'whoareunableto control their passions.'136 His optimismregarding

the messageof his pamphlet is unrealistic but conveys a palpable senseof the

excitementhe felt at the importanceof his message.It alsoplaces himfirmly in the

mainstreamof thosereformerswho sawbirth control asan importantinstrumentfor

the improvementof society:

Whenworking menof everycountryhaveobtainedan adequateknowledge
of thesemomentousfacts, and havemadeup their minds to act upon that
knowledgein their daily lives, it is not too much to predict that pauperism
everywherewill havereceivedits death-blow,and that the problemof the
moral and social elevationof mankinduniversallywill haveaccomplished

. half f' I' 137themoreImportant 0 Its so utlon.

Haslamhad a warm responsefrom the publisherThomasScott 138 of Ramsgatewho

wrote: 'I haveread your 'MarriageProblem'with greatpleasurefor it is oneof these

134 A Memberof the StatisticalandSocialInquiry Societyof Ireland.(ThomasHaslam),The Real
Wantso/theIrish People.(Dublin: Webb, 1865), pp.38-9.
13S Richard A. Soloway.Birth Control andthePopulationQuestionon England 1877-1930. (Chapel
Hill, UniversityofNorth CarolinaPress,1982),p. xvii.
136 Haslam.Marriage Problem. p. 12.
137 Ibid. p. 13.
131 ThomasScott( 1808-78), wasa 'freethoughtpublisher' who begana seriesof pamphletsin 1868
underthe bannerof 'FreeInquiry andFreeExpression.'Therewereeventuallymorethansixty of the
ThomasScottpamphlets,written by CharlesVoysey, F.W. Newman,JeremyBentham,E. Van-Sittart
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stepsin the right direction, the considerationof which is being forced upon us.'

However,Scott, whilepraisingHaslam'seffort, is unambivalentin his opinionof its

efficacy: 'Your theoryand intentionarebothmostexcellent- but - alas! the practice

fails.' Scotthadheardof the 'plan' suggestedby Haslamwhen 'astudentofmedicine

in Parisforty-two yearsagoandafterwardsrepeatedto me whenagaina studentin a

lying-in hospitalin Philadelphia'andrecommendedit to a clergymanfriend who tried

theexperimentcarefully,andsignallyfailed.' ScottrecommendedtheFrenchplan,the

bonnetde nuit to anotherclergyman,a relation of his, 'pointing out to him how

comparativelyseldomit was that more than two children were found in the better

class(i.e. a �c�l�~�s most likely to be exemptfrom foolish or superstitiousprejudices).'

The clergyman'afterwardsgot over his scruplesand adoptedthe French plan of

bonnetde nuit (I encloseyou one) and neverafter was his wife with child.' How

Thomasreactedto receiving a condomin the post we do not know. Despitethe

successof the 'Frenchplan' Scott favoured the withdrawal methodthe successof

which he concededwas dependenton the man being 'masterof his passions,and

carefully thoughtful for his wife's comfort.' Scott knew many clergymenwho had

usedthis methodand it had neverfailed. For an avowedsecularistScott seemsto

havegivencontraceptiveadviceto manyclergymen.His secularismis revealedin his

closingparagraph:'Onelittle bit of criticism 1mustmakeon your pamphlet.You say

"marriageis the moral safetyvalve which Providencehas establishedetc." ... Please

tell me my friend where you find authority for your assertionthat 'Providence'

establishedit?'139 ThomasScottwas a friend of the Haslams.Anna wrote to Marie

Stopes:'He andhis wife werewith us for a weekandwe werewith themin Margate,

he was a most remarkableman.'140 Haslam'sacquaintancewith Scott, the fact that

theyvisitedeachother,thetoneof the letterwith its gentlerebukeon Haslam'suseof

'Providence'all suggestHaslam'sinterest in free thought and secularism.Scott's

letteris totally non-judgmentalon themorality of thesubject.

Haslam'spamphletalsoprovokeda positiveresponsefrom oneJ.E. George

of Hirwain, Aberdair, who had receiveda copy from 'Mr. J. Burns of London' and

was obviously a customerof Burns'sProgressiveLibrary. George,a chemistand

Neale,JohnRobertsonetal. SeeFryerBirth Controllers.andWarrenSylvesterSmith. The London
Heretics /870-/9/4:. (London:Constable,1967).
139 T. Scottto TJH. 18 Feb. 1868.Hull University. DX/66/l.
140 AH to M. Stopes.undated.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66l2c.
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druggist, was the inventor of the 'notorious George'sPile and Gravel Pills.'141

Untypically for oneobviouslyinterestedin birth control,he wasa prominentmember

of the Baptist ChaPelin Hirwain. He was renownedin churchcircles for his wide

reading particularly on scientific subjects.He donatedmany books to the Sunday

school library.142 Did he attemptto spreadthe birth control messageamongchurch

members,onewonders?Georgeacceptedthe messagein Haslam'spamphletwithout

question.'This comparativelynew discoverywill be the salvationof millions of our

countrymenfrom poverty vice etc.' He had Perusedit with 'great pleasure.'The

circumstancesof his own family being 'extremelyprolific' weighed'heavilyuponhis

mind.' Until he was 'acquaintedwith thesepreventativemeasures'as explainedin

Haslam'spamphletcelibacyhadbeenhis 'only refuge.' Thereis a biblical resonance

to George'sacceptanceof Haslam'smessage:'All situatedlike me will hail the glad

tidings with great joy.' George told of a magistrateto whom he lent Haslam's

pamphletwho would apPearnot to haveneededit, but:

He was highly pleasedwith it. He also told me that he has regulatedthe
numberof his family for the last 25 years - his method however is not
mentionedin your pamphlet. He hasdone it by "partial withdrawal of the
penis at the time of emission." I have been told that this practice is
inconsistentwith sound health - he is howeverone of the firmest, most
robust& muscularthatI haveeverseen.143

Georgeorderedtwenty copiesof the pamphletand askedthe cost of having

two hundred and fifty sent. He advised Haslam to get his 'excellent pamphlet

translatedinto the Welsh language:it would be the meansof doing much good as

thereareamongstusa greatnumberwho do not understandthe Englishlanguage.'On

August14th 1868,Georgeacknowledgedthe receiptof six pamphletswith the words:

'It is to beregrettedthatwe havenot moremenof thesamecasteof mind in theworld

- menable& willing to benefittheir race.'Georgehadread'Dr. Trall's book' which

he considers'anexcellentwork.' He statedhis intentionof reproducingextractsfrom

Haslam'swork for a Welshreadership:

I greatly admire the dispositiondisplayedat the commencementof your
pamphlet, viz. that of allowing those who are willing to assist in the
disseminationof thesetruths, to reprint the whole or any portion of your

141 Letterfrom Dr. Huw Walters, NationalLibrary of Wales.11 Sept.1996in responseto a requestfor
informationon George.
142 A.S. Evans.HanesEglwysRamoth,Hirwaun. (BlaeanuFfestinog,1912),pp. 86-87.
143 J.E.Georgeto TJH. 6 Aug. 1868.Hull University Library. DX/66ft.
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pamphlet,I will thro' your kind permissionextracta few of the ideasthere
set forth for the Welsh pamphletwhich I intend publishingin a few weeks
time.

He plannedto distribute 'a few thousand copiesof thesetracts' amongst the'large

portion of our working class[who] do not understandEnglish.'144 Thereis no record

ofextractsfrom Haslam'spamphlethavingbeenpublishedin Welshtranslation.14s

J. Bums wrote from his Phrenologicaland PhysiologicalConsultingRoom

which incorporatedthe ProgressiveLibrary, CamberwellpraisingHaslam'spamphlet

'aswell written to the point ... a very fair essenceof thequestion.' Burnswasgladto

avail of Haslam'skind offer to disseminatehis 'little work.' He suggested advertising

it as 'TheMarriageProblemsolvedandthe Increaseof populationcontrolledby moral

measuresin accordancewith the Laws of Nature,a Physiologicaldiscoveryof great

importance.'George'sletter from Hirwain is proofthat Burnsdid indeedsendon the

pamphletto thoseon his mailing list.146

Annedwith this knowledgeof thecircumstancesof his marriedlife, discussed

in Chapter I, one is compelledto look again at Thomas Haslam'sdiscussionof

celibacyin his pamphlet. Statementssuchas: 'It is from the compulsorycelibatethat

the ranksof the seducerandthe seducedarealike everywhererecruited'147 appearin a

different light; onecould,of course,arguethat Thomas'scelibacywasvoluntary. It

is to be regrettedthat he wasnot movedto give an equally frank personalassessment

of the 'physicalpleasureof the marriageunion' asNewmanhad.Therearehints that

Haslamis at times speakingpersonallyrather than theoretically. 'I cannotenterat

lengthinto the painful sideof thequestion.' Is it personallypainful for him to discuss

such matters? Is it again personalexperiencethat spawnedthe opinion 'that the

craving for indulgencewhich cannotbe gratified is a far more demoralizingstateof

mind than anythingthat will result from suchexpedients'?148Had he perhapshoped

thatthe 'discovery'might transformhis own life?

Important correspondencebetween Anna Haslam and Marie Stopes has

survivedin which Anna revealedthat shesubscribedfully to her husband'stheories

144 J.E.Georgeto TJH. 14 Aug. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. OX/66/1.
145 Letter from Dr. Huw Walters, NationalLibrary of Wales.11 Sept.1996who wasunableto tracea
Welshtranslationof Haslam'spamphlet. George'sa 'shortsummary'of Haslam'spamphletwould
havebeenof a flimsy andephemeralnature,materialunlikely to havesurvived.Of course,it may
neverhavebeen printed.
146 J Burnsto TJH. 28Mar. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. OX/66/t.
147 Haslam.Marriage Problem.p. 15.
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on birth control. It is also interestingin that it is a recordof the considerablehelp

givenby Anna to Stopesin hercompilationof two historiesof birth control. The first

letter,datedAugust 1918,wasin responseto anarticle on 'ProperParentage'written

by Stopesin the SundayChronicle. Anna was a friend of Stopes's mother the

suffragistCharlotteCarmichaelStopes.Shewrote to Stopesabouther interestin the

topic ofcontraceptionandalsodiscussedsexuality.

In her first letter to Stopes,Anna Haslamencloseda copy of her husband's

Marriage Problem. Obviously she saw herself as an adviser on the subject of

contraceptionas shetold Stopesthat shekept 'a copy for lending to newly married

couples.'The letter is importantalso in that it containsthe only referenceto Anna's

beliefsor lackof them: 'Thememoryof thepastis with meday& night & the longing

to bere-unitedif therebea futurelife is alwayspresent.'149 This suggests,at thevery

least,thatshehasdoubtsaboutChristianteachingof life afterdeath. In hernext letter

she told Stopes: 'When Home Rule was startedby Gladstonewe turned all our

attentionto combatingit & the C.D. Acts & latterly he [Thomas]wasmore takenup

with literary matters.' Surprisingly, she did not allude to his works on suffrage.

HoweverAnna herselfhad not lost interestbut would appearto haverun an informal

advisory service. 'I had a great deal of convidences,(sic), I know several who

practised'safemethods'satisfactorily& somewhom it failed indulging too nearthe

monthlyperiod.'Obviouslyshebelievedin theefficacyof the 'mid-month'system,as

did the scientistMarie Stopes.Her observationthat she 'knew many now who have

only onechild & often longedto askthewife why,' is revealingof herdesireto learn

aboutsuccessfulmethods.The contextof the commentshowsclearly that shemeant

howcoupleshadmanagedto limit families ratherthan why theyhad doneso. Shewas

typical of theearlybirth controllersin thathermainconcernwaswith thepoor: 'Oh if

we could only reachthe poor.' Sherevealedher familiarity with methodsin current

use;shementioned'Frenchletters' anddouching,but to her 'next to abstinence,the

mid-monthhasalwaysappearedthe best.'150 Annadid not passjudgementon the use

of 'artificial expedients',nor did sheagoniseaboutthe morality of the question.For

141 TJH to F.W. Newman. 29 Apr. 1868.p. 3.
149 AH to M. Stopes.12Aug. 1918.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66l2a.
ISO AH to M. Stopes.20 Aug. 1918.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66/2b.
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her abstinencewasbest,andalso, sherevealed'Mrs. JosephineButlerlSl ... preferred

abstinence.'SherevealedthatButler hadwritten praisingThomas'sDutiesofParents.

Despiteher public silenceon the subjectshe told StoPesthat: 'I have beenalways

deeplyinterestedin thesubject.'lS2

Marie StoPessentAnnaa copy of her Married Lovewhich the latter thought

'a deeply interesting& most importantbook. Shehad 'neverreadso much before

aboutthe 'orgasm.'Despiteclaimingthat 'of coursethereis little in it [Married Love]

that is new to me,' sheconfessedthat shehad not seenthe word 'orgasm'before.1S3

StoPesnext sentAnna her WiseParenthoodwhich shefound disappointing.Shefelt

that the I.R.l54 cap whichSt0Peshadrecommendedasunsuitable'the charsandother

poorwomen...couldnot 'afford to getthe I.R. cap... I don'tunderstandit & couldnot

haveusedit.' Quotingthe reactionof 'onelady' whom shehadlent bothof St0Pes's

books,Annawrote: 'I liked Married Love... becauseit explainedso muchthat must

be dark and obscureto the averagewife, it told me for one that sexual intercourse

betweenman& wife neednot alwaysbejust the expressionof the physicalneedsof

the male.'This remarkcamefrom the motherof threefine children 'who tried to use

the I.R. cap- it wasno useto her- sheis going to showmeone.'While theseremarks

wereattributedto an acquaintanceonecannothelp wonderingif PerhapsAnnashared

the Perceptionthat sexwasan 'expressionof the physicalneedsof the male.'Had she

believedotherwiseshesurelywould not havecontinuedto considerabstinenceas 'the

highestandthebest... sodid dearJosephineButler, the desiregrowson beingyielded

to & should be combatedas much as gluttony & alcohol drinking.'ISS Having

abstainedfrom sexfor oversixty yearsofmarriedlife, Perhapsshehadto believethat

to havedoneso was a positivevirtue ratherthan a deprivation.Despiteher belief in

abstinencesheneverlost 'anopportunityto talk aboutit'lS6 [contraception].

Anna continuedto lend St0Pes'sbooksto acquaintancesincluding '3 of our

M.D's'. Her own doctor,who was a 'Homeopathist'had readfrom the booksto 'six

lSI JosephineButlerwasthecharismaticleaderof thecampaignagainsttheContagiousDiseasesActs.
(CDA), SeeChapter4.
IS2 AH to M. Stopes.20Aug. 1918.Hull University Library. DX/66l2b.
IS3 AH to M. Stopes.16Oct.1918.CMAC: PPIMCS/A121[All CMAC itemsbearthe sameref.]
154 This wasa small rubbercervicalcap'madeon a fine rubberring which is accuratelyfixed round
thedome-likeendof thewombandadhering by suction,remains securelyin place,whatever
movementthewomanmakes.'SeeM. Stopes.WiseParenthood.(London:Fifield, 1919),p. 7.
ISS AH to M. Stopes.28 Nov. 1918.CMAC.
156 AH to M. Stopes.1Nov. 1919.BL Add. Ms. 58685.H 126.
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medicalstudentsof Trinity.' He too greatlyapproved'of the mid month+ knowsof

its successwhenjudicially attendedto.' She was satisfiedthat 'the knowledgehas

beenspreadingin spiteof the Bishops.'Shewasevermindful of the needto educate

on the subject 'I never lose an opportunity to talk about it. ,1S7 Anna was very

supportiveof Marie Stopes'smother'sclinic:

Admirable idea,pleasesendme a few copies[of leaflets] for distribution ...
It is thecommencementof what1trustmay bea greatmovementto help the
poor- it is they who needthe teachingnow. The middle and upperclasses
know what to do more or less-butthe poor!!! Dh dear their clergy preach
plentyofchildrenthemorethebetter!!!IS8

Annasuggestedto Stopesthatsheoccasionallygot into hot waterfor heropinionson

the subject: 'I havefrequentfights with somewomen' but did not elaborate.159 In a

later letter she wrote that she had 'greatdiscussionswith a niece by marriageand

someother ladieswho think me real indelicatewhendealingwith suchquestionable

matters.'Shedefendedherselfrobustly: ' I tell themtheworld is movingandthat they

arevery old fashioned.'160 Annawasninety-twowhenshewrotethis letter.

The letters from Anna to Stopes reveal that Anna Haslam shared the

convictionof her husbandregardingthe desirabilityof the widespreaddissemination

of knowledgeof informationon birth control, particularly amongthe poor. Shewas

convincedthat abstinencewas the best methodof limiting the numberof children

born to a marriage. However,sheobviously realisedthat for the poor, with whose

welfare shewasvery concerned,it wasnot a realistic one. Sheconsistentlypraised

the methodsuggestedby her husbandin his pamphlet:'next to abstinence,the mid­

monthhasalwaysappearedthe best.'161 Shedid not haveany moral problemswith

the useof artificial birth control and liked to be informedof all developmentsin the

field. Unlike her husband,who admittedto Newmanhow difficult he found it to

discusssuchmatters,Anna wasnot embarrassedto talk aboutsexand reproduction.

Sheappearsto haveset herselfup as an adviseron birth control mattersand, even

whena very old women,wasengagedin disseminatingliteratureandinformation.Her

stanceon birth control wasvery typical of the Victorian in that shesoughtits usein

157 Ibid
lSI AH to M. Slopes.20Mar. 1921.BL Add. Ms. 58688F 97.
159 Ibid.
160 AH to M. Stopes.5 June1921.BL Add. Ms. 58689.H122.
161 AH to M. Slopes. 20 Aug. 1918.Hull University Library. DX/66l2b.
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order to alleviate the plight of the working classesby reducing their family size.

Although her major concernwas with the poor she was also anxious to educate

membersof hermiddle-classin the possibilitiesof limiting their family size.Richard

Soloway has written that birth control: 'transformedgradually from a humaneand

useful gift to be taught the poor by their compassionate,far-sightedbettersinto a

fundamentalnatural right of all who wished to exerciseit.' 162 Shecould be said to

have exemplifiedbothfeaturesof Soloway'sdefinition.

Marie St0Pes,in her correspondencewith Haslam, was anxious to obtain

information of the early days of birth control. In her manual on contraception,

publishedin 1923,Marie St0Peswrotethat in 1868'contemporaryPenswereactive...

at leasttwo pamphletsof practical advicewere publishedand circulated.'One was

'The Power and Duty of Parents to Limit the numberof their Children [which]

contained advice on physiological means of limitation by the safe Period, by

coughing, sneezing,jumping, violent exercise.' Thomas Haslam's pamphlet was

simply describedas 'The Marriage Problem privately printed and circulated by

'<Edipus' [which] also containedcontraceptiveadvice.'Anna Haslamhad given her

both pamphlets.St0Pesalso cited 'somePersonalletters written in the sameyear

(1868)' which are 'mostvaluableand illuminating, as indicating the generalinterest

thentakenin theroot of thesubject.'The letterscitedwerethoseaddressedto Thomas

HaslamregardingThe Marriage Problemand had, too, beengiven to her by Anna

Haslam,a fact which shedid not acknowledge.Shecitedthe letterto JohnStuartMill

in full and quotedextensivelyfrom the letter of J.E. George.163 Nowhere did she

revealthat Haslamhadwritten The Marriage Problemnor did sheacknowledgethe

helpshereceivedfrom AnnaHaslamin herresearches.ShealsocitedNewman'sfirst

letterto ThomasHaslamin TheEarly DaysofBirth Control publishedin 1922.

St0PespraisedDr. Trall's SexualPhysiology:it 'gavenot only an exposition

of the necessityfor it, [birth control], but practical 'birth control' information of a

kind not bettereduntil two or threeyearsagowhenthesubjectwas takenup in a more

scientific way.' The book 'dealt profoundly with mattersof sex and marriage,and

was packedwith extraordinarilyvaluabledeductionsfrom the author'sown cases.'

Shejudgedthe book 'to be of real useto the generalpublic, and in sucha spirit of

162 Soloway.Birth Control. p. xvii.
163 Slopes.Contraception.pp. 290-293.
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sympathy,understandingand reverencethat it could revolt none but the prurient

minded.'I64 Anna Haslam had introduced Stopesto Trail: 'If you have not seen

'SexualPhysiology'by Dr. Trail of America. 1866,from which my husbandderived

his information. I will sendit to you with other pamphletsregisteredto return.'165

Stopesborrowedthe book, thenover fifty years old,from Anna Haslamon a number

of occasionsand offered to buy it: 'I am so glad to seeTrail againand wish that I

could possessthis book. I would gladly give you £5 for it andasyou know treasure

all its marks.I havetried in everyway to getanearlyedition.'166 Annawasnot willing

to sell it: 'I quite intendto leaveyou eventuallymy Dr. Trall- in themeantimeI have

manyrequestsfor it. I shall be glad to haveit backwhenyou havedonewith it.' She

gaveStopesa list 'of pamphletsandlittle bookswhich I haveandwould bevery glad

to sendyou if you havenot got themor carefor them.We weremarriedin 1854sowe

hadnot literaturebeforethattime.'167

The list includedonly one item publishedbefore1868,Hints to Husbandsby

GeorgeMorant. (1856) and The PowerandDuty ofParentsto Limit the Numberof

their Children, (Anon.)I68 publishedin 1868, the sameyear as Haslam'spamphlet.

AnnasentStopesthesetwo works. Stopes'felt sure'that the latterwork waswritten

by Thomasandasked:'Couldyou let mehaveany ideawhat numberwereultimately

circulatedof it?'169 .Annareplied'I haveno ideaof thenumberof the leaflet.... It was

not written by my husband.'170 From Stopes'sdescriptionof this pamphletcited

above,it is obviousthat the writer wasusing ideasalreadyexpressedin Trail's work.

Stopesmust have seen similarities betweenthe pamphletsto have promptedher

query.A possibleanswerto the puzzleis that someperson,possiblyBurn, availedof

Haslam'soffer to reproduce'the whole or any partof the pamphlet.'Anna wrote for

the lasttime in June1921 'I havenot seena line or heardfrom you ... On looking over

my letters there is nothing aboutbirth control that would interestyou.'171 On 12th

164 Ibid. pp.289-290.
16S AH to M. Stopes.20 Aug.. 1918.DX/66l2b.
166 M. Stopesto AH. 30Apr. 1921.CMAC.
167 AH to M. Stopes.3May 1921.BL Add. Ms. 58689.H6.
161 This pamphlet,althoughlistedon the British Library catalogue,couldnot be found. Thecopy
listedwaspartof the Stopescollectionandwasobviouslytheonegiven by AH to Stopes.
169 M. Stopesto AH. 7 May 1921.CMAC.
170 AH to M. Stopes.13 May 1921.CMAC.
171 AH to M. Stopes.BL Add. Ms. 58689.H122.
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December1922,LeonardWebbof Webb& Webb, Solicitors, 1, Suffolk St. Dublin,

wrote to Dr. Marie Stopes:

Mrs. Anna Maria Haslamof Dublin who died on the 28th Novemberlast,
informedmesomedaysbeforeherdeaththatshehadpromisedto you on her
deatha certainbook, which shewas unwilling to sell to you during her life
time. As Mrs. Haslamdid not leaveany written directionson the matter, I
should be glad if you will let me know the name of the book and its
author.172

Stopesreplied:

I learn from your letterwith greatsorrowof the deathof Mrs. Haslam.The
book which she always told me she would leave to me was the original
edition of Dr. Trail's 'Sexual Physiology.' She promisedme also that I
should have the original correspondencewith her husbandand her friends
about the populationproblemand Birth Control in the early days. If these
can be found I should very much value them as the President for
ConstructiveBirth Controlandin my privatecapacity.173

As thecorrespondencecitedaboveshowsAnnahadneverpromisedStopesotherthan

the copy of Trall's SexualPhysiology;indeedthecorrespondencerevealsthat shehad

sentStopesall relevantmaterialbeforeherdeath. Webbrepliedon 2ndJanuary1923:

'I send you herewith Trall's Book and two phamplets(sic) bearing on the same

subject.I regretto sayI havenot found the correspondenceto which you refer.'174 On

January4th Stopes'ssecretarywrote to Webb acknowledgingreceipt of the books

'from Mrs. Haslam'sestatewhich wereleft to her.' The letter further statedthat 'if by

any chancethe letterscameto her later that shewould be very glad to havethem.'17S

There is no mention in any of the correspondenceof the namesof the two other

pamphletswhich were not of course'left to' Stopes.Despitethe unethicalnatureof

Stopes'sclaim to the Haslambirth control correspondence,one can understandher

wish to procure such items, which would cast light on the early history of birth

control. One can only wish that her ruse had succeededas so much of the Haslam

correspondencehas disappearedwithout trace. In the case of the birth control

correspondence,however, it appearsthat Anna Haslam had indeed, as she had

claimed, forwarded all available material to Stopes as there are several letters

addressedto ThomasHaslamin the StopesArchive. Onefeels thatStopesmight have

172 LeonardWebbto M. Stopes.12 Dec. 1922.CMAC.
173 M. Stopesto Webb& Webb. 14 Dec. 1922.CMAC.
174 LeonardWebbto M. Stopes.2 Jan.1923.CMAC.
I7S M. Stopes'ssecretaryto Webb& Webb.4 Jan.1923.CMAC.
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acknowledgedHaslam'sauthorshipof The Marriage Problem and given him his

rightful, if minor, place in the history of birth control. Perhaps,she felt that his

anonymity,obviouslydesiredwhenthe pamphletwaswritten, shouldbe maintained.

Anna Haslamwas in herninetieswhensherespondedgenerouslyandpromptly to all

of Stopes's requestsfor material, requestswhich must havedemandedconsiderable

effort on her behalf. She was by this time in poor health and, it seems,in poor

circumstances.Shewrote to Stopesin June1920. 'I am very dull anduncomfortable,

No servant,haveto do more than 1 like- Can't be helpedit is miserable.'176 On the

13th May, Anna wrote: 'I havenot beenvery well and the weatheris trying, hot &

cold. I tried to do without a fire hadno coal - havejust got two bags10/= they will

last me until the real hot weathercomes.'ln In May 1921 in the covering letter she

sentwith the copy ofTrall and 'a few old letters 14' Anna wrote 'I am still in Dr.'s

handscan'twalk much,he sayshe can'tperformmiracleson me.'17.HoweverStopes

had paidAnna a complimentin herletterof22ndMarch 1921:

As you will understandmy husbandand1arerunningthis Clinic absolutely
on ourown, but at thesametime we wantto haveassociatedwith usa body
of peoplesuchasyourselfto whom we canturn for counselandsympathetic
adviceif theneed shouldarise.Would you beoneofourCounsellors?179

Again on the 19th of April Stopeswrote: 'You will be pleasedto hear that 1 am

conveninga meeting at the large Queen'sHall in London on May 311t on Birth

Control and I havesomevery distinguishedspeakers.How nice it would be if you

couldbeonourplatform.'IIG

Hints to Husbands,the only pamphletin Anna's list sent to Marie Stopes

which predatedThomas Haslam's own pamphlet, is now in the Marie Stopes

Collection in the British Library. The full title of this work is Hints to Husbands:A

Revelationof the Man-Midwife'sMysteriesby GeorgeMorant, publishedin its 3rd

edition in 1857.The copy is inscribedwith ThomasHaslam'sname.The work is a

polemical tract of 155 pagesdevotedto exposureand amendmentof a 'vast social

evil.' Morant resolved'to probeto the very core,and fearlesslyunveil anddrag into

176 AH to M. Stopes.26 June1920BL. Add Ms 58687.H14.
177 AH to M. Stopes.13 May 1921.CMAC.
171 AH to M. Stopes.Undated[May 1921] Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66/2c.
179 M. Stopesto AH. 22 Mar. 1921.CMAC.
110 M. Stopesto AH. 19Apr. 1921.CMAC.



the light its indecentmystery' viz. 'the practiceof man-midwifery.' This is a very

eccentricwork, couchedin extravagantlanguageandwritten in histrionicstyle:

[Male-midwifery] is one among the noxious weeds which the rank
luxuriance of civilization has producedand since its introduction it has
thriven with unrestrainedvitality ... and treacherously,mysteriously,and
silently distils thepoisonof its presence,deepinto thesanctuaryof domestic
life. 181

PresumablyMorant was railing againstobstetricsas a branch of medical

science. His diatribe is basedon the indecency of men assisting at childbirth.

Childbirth 'is a purely naturalprocessso wisely orderedthat it rarely demandsany

other aid than eXPeriencedmotherscan safely give.' Morant did not allow for the

necessityofmedicalinterventionondifficult childbirth but basedhis objectionson the

groundsthat 'it is an insult to virtuous women,'whose'modesty'was sacrificed'to

passion,herPersonto indignity, andherhusband'shonourto the sneersandcontempt

of her male midwife.'182 There is no mentionat all of birth control in this curious

work, theauthorof which is citedon thetitle pageas'lateof theGrenadierGuards'in

a mannerwhich suggeststhatthis giveshim authorityto write on childbirth. Thereare

no passagesmarkedby Haslamin this work, nor canAnnahavebeenfamiliar with it

asshesentit to Marie Stopesasa birth control book. The title suggeststhat the work

is a marriagemanualfor menandmay havebeenpurchasedby ThomasHaslamon

the strengthof its title. The books sent to St0Pesby Anna Haslam included Dr.

Allbutt's The Wife's Handbook, published in 1885 which cannot have influenced

ThomasHaslam'swork but is interestingin that its authorwasstruckoff the medical

register.183

Ironically, Haslam'scorrespondenceresulting from The Marriage Problem

has attractedmore attentionthan the work itself. As mentionedpreviously, Marie

StopesandNormanHimesbothusedlettersreceivedby Haslamto illustrateattitudes

on the subjectof birth control. While Stopesowned a copy of the pamphletit is

obviousthat Himeshasnot readit. 184 Michael Masonmerelymentionedit as oneof

four pamphlets'advocatingbirth control' publishedbetween1840and 1870andgave

III GeorgeMorant. Hints to Husbands:A RevelationofMan-midwife'sMysteries.3rd ed.
(London:Simpkin Marshall, 1857), p.7.
112 Ibid pp. 18,44-5.
113 See StopesContraception.p. 300;MasonSexualityp. 174.
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no evidenceof having read the pamphlet. F.H.A. Micklewright, while noting its

publication gave St0Pes'swork as his reference.ISS In 1995, however, a sizeable

extractwaspublishedandHaslamwascreditedwith theauthorship.l86

ThePeriodin which TheMarriage Problemwaspublishedwasdubbedtheera

of 'quietPercolation'in tennsof birth control.IS7 The desireof Haslamfor anonymity

is understandablewhenoneconsidersthatbirth control was inextricably linked in the

public mind with the 'philosophyof life without religion.' OPendiscussionof the

topic 'wasinhibitedby the fearthatthosewho wereengagedin it would bebrandedas

adherentsto ... militant, anti-Christianscepticism.'188 The 'particularly malevolent

review of Mill's career'printed in The Timeson the morning of his funeral which

referredto his 'carrying out the Malthusianprinciple', is but one exampleof the

public hostility to the question.l89 Haslam saw the practice of birth control, as

amelioratingthe economicdistressof the poor while simultaneouslyinculcating in

themthevirtuesofprudenceandthrift. Althoughtheplight of thepoorin Irelandwas

aired in his correspondencewith Newman,his pamphletwas not written in an Irish

context,nor wasthereanyrecordedIrish response.

ThomasHaslam'spamphletis not of greatsignificancein the overall history

of nineteenthcenturybirth control propaganda.It is not a truly original work as he

drew heavily on the writings of TraIl. .It was,however,a courageousand innovative

enterprisefor a mid-Victorian Irishman.While the modemreaderdeploresthe advice

which was confidently, and wrongly, guaranteedto preventconception,it must be

reiteratedthatothers,morequalifiedthanhe,gavethe sameadvice,albeitnot quite so

confidently. Like Dr. Johnson'sdog walking on its hind legs, the wonderis not how

well it wasdone,but that it wasdoneat all.

184 Thecopyof TheMarriage Problemin the Hull University Library bearsthe inscription 'M.C.
StopesFrom Mrs. Haslam.'Forevidenceof Himesnot havingreadthe pamphletseefootnotethis
chapter.
liS F.H. AmphlettMicklewright. 'TheRiseandDeclineof EnglishNeo-Malthusianism.'Population
Studies.vol. XV, no. I. July 1961.p. 37.
116 Maria Luddy. Womenin Ireland 1800-1918:A DocumentaryHistory. (Cork: Cork University
Press,1995),pp. 32-34.
117 Himes.MedicalHistory. p. 230.
III Banks.Victorian Values.p. 20.
119 Himes.'JohnStuartMill's Attitude to Neo-Malthusianism.'p. 464.
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Chapter3

'ConnubialTemperance':
ThomasHaslamassexualmoralist.

In 1872 Thomas Haslam published The Duties of Parents, a prescriptive

documentwhich encouraged'exemplary'parenthood.Despitethechildlessnessof his

own marriage,Haslam confidently ladled out advice on all mattersPertaining to

conception,child rearing and education. The Duties ofParents is a work of one

hundredand sixty pagesand,althoughdivided into fourteensections,tendsto rePeat

its major themesof suitability for parenthood,developmentof character,moral purity

andsexualtemPerancein eachsection.While Haslamreturnedto topicsaired in The

Marriage Problem,his approachwasdifferent; in DutiesofParentshis emphasiswas

on positive procreation.He was adamantthat thosewho are 'unfit' to bearchildren

shouldnot marry. While readersof The Marriage Problem, were advisedto practice

the 'safePeriod,' if they wished,or needed,to avoid conception,DutiesofParents

recommendedabstinencefrom sexualrelationsas the ideal methodof birth control.

The book may havebeenthe resultof Haslam'sgrowing realisationthat the crusade

for birth control washaving little impactamongthe poorand thosewhom he judged

'unfit' to have children. In Duties ofParentsthere is a decidedemphasison social

engineeringas a meansof achievingthe moral improvementof society. The ideas

Haslam promulgatedreveal his knowledgeof contemporarytheoriesof sexuality,

heredityandenvironmentalism.

Haslamseemedever willing to pronounceon mattersin which he may not

have had any particular eXPertise.This was not unusual in the nineteenthcentury

when, before the ageof SPecialisation,thinkersand scholarswere wont 'to express

notionsabouttheworld, man'ssituationin it andhow heshouldlive.' I Suchmen,and

they were invariably men, were capableof disseminatingtheir ideas 'to othersin a

languageintelligible to most literate Pe0ple.,2Haslam'svoice was confident and

authoritative.The ideaspropoundedin this work, andthe authoritiescited, revealhis

adherenceto Lamarckiantheoriesof heredityandalso to the prevailing discourseof

I JohnHolloway. The Victorian Sage:Studiesin Argument.(London: Macmillan, 1953)p. 1.
2 David Newsome.The Victorian WorldPicture: Perceptionsand IntrOSPectionsin anAgeo/Change.
(London:Murray, 1997)p. 259.
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sexual morality. Collini' s remarks seem particularly apposite when applied to

Haslam'sinfluences:

Thosemid-Victorian psychologistsand physiologistswho obtaineda wide
non-professional readership, such as Bain, Spencer, Carpenter, and
Maudsley, all toyed with the notion that habit could modify or leave a
depositin the nervoussystemitself. This needsto be seenin the contextof
thatmoregeneralappealofa diluted Lamarckianismto a scientifically semi­
educatedaudience,which nurtured a fascination with the idea that in
properlyexercisingthemusclesof thewill the individual might beacquiring
a new capacity that could operateinstinctively on future occasionsand,
through the related Lamarckian belief in the inheritance of acquired
characteristics,coulddeterminethebehaviourof futuregenerations.3

The theories of Jean Baptiste Lamarck, an eighteenth-centurybiologist, 'that

organismsevolved by acquiring characteristicsand then passingthem on to their

offspring in the form of alteredhereditary(later called genetic) information,' were

usedto explainhow transgressions,including sexualexcessesbecameimplantedinto

men'sbeings." HerbertSpencer,whosewritings were recommendedby Haslamas

essentialreading,believed in the 'inheritanceof acquiredcharacteristics.'S Despite

Spencer'scoining of the phrase'survival of the fittest' his theorieswereLamarckian

rather than Darwinian.6 Haslam too, attached great importance to biological

determinism.His concernfor the 'moralpurity' andsexualtemperanceof parentswas

predicatedon his convictionthat suchtraits would be inherited byoffspring. He was

convincedthat the immorality and 'connubialintemperance'of parentsensuredthat

their children would ultimately behaveequally badly and would, in turn, bequeath

their immoralcharacteristicsto future generations.

Haslam attachedgreat importanceto the formation of character;an ideal

'which enjoyeda prominencein the political thoughtof the Victorian period that it

apparentlyhad not knownbeforeand that it has,arguably,not experiencedsince.,7

He believedthat 'characteranddestiny'weredependenton 'our naturalconstitution,

3 StefanCollini. Public Moralists: Political ThoughtandIntellectualLife in Britain 1850-1930
(Oxford: Clarendon,1991) p. 98.
4 Lucy Bland.BanishingtheBeast:EnglishFeminismandSexualMorality 1885-/9/4. (London:
Penguin,1995),p. 80.
S J.D.Y. Peel.HerbertSpencer:The Evolutionofa Socialist.(Aldershot:GreggRevivals.1992)
p.188.

6 Ibid p. 142.
7 Collini. Public Moralists. p. 94.
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our rearingandour education.,8 Goodhabitscould be acquiredandin turn passedon

to progeny. Haslam'sideal of inherited good characterbeing combinedwith its

optimal developmentmay have been influenced by the 1867 writings of Henry

Maudsley:

The strongor well-formed characterwhich a well-fashionedwill implies is
the resultof goodtraining appliedto a well-constitutedoriginal nature;and
the characteris not directly determinedby the will, but in any particularact
determinesthewill. 9

William Jameswarnedof the

'hell we makefor ourselves... by habitually fashioningour charactersthe
wrong way ... Could the youngbut realisehow soonthey will becomemere
walking bundlesof habits,they would give moreheedto their conductwhile
in the plastic state... Every smalleststrokeof virtue or of vice leavesits
neverso-little scar.'10

Haslam'smessagewas similar to that of Maudsley, and was basically optimistic

regardingthe potentialof positiveheredityandcharacterformation: 'Providedwe are

endowedwith healthy, happy naturesat the hour of birth; provided we are reared

vigorously; andprovidedwe receiveanadequatementalandmoral preparationfor the

tasksof life; in a vastmajority of casesthat life will be a prosPerousone.' This, of

course,was dePendentupon the traits one inherited from one'sparentsand on the

rearingone received. The breedingof the physically or morally 'unfit' meantthat

progenywere 'born into the world with diseasedand vicious naturesas a primary

endowment.'II He acknowledgedthat:

largenumbersof parentsare faithful in the Performanceof their duties;are
doing all theycanto inauguratethis eraof universalwell-being... The proof
of this we seein the large Percentageof vigorous,exemplaryyoung men,
andof healthy,virtuousyoungwomen,who are to be found in every social
grade,and who could not exhibit thosenoble traits if they did not inherit
themfrom a righteousancestry.12

• Haslam.Duties. p. 1.
9 HenryMaudsley.Cited'inCollini Public Moralists. p.99.
10 William James.ThePrinciplesa/Psychology.(London: 1890),vol.1. p. 127.Cited in Collini,
Public Moralists. p. 98.
II HaslamDuties. pp. 1-2.
12 HaslamDuties,pp. 3-4.
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Thus he saw the moral and healthy as contributing to 'universal well-being';

conversely the immoral and unhealthy detracted from the possibility of social

harmony in the future. Examplesof the negative effects of bad and unsuitable

parentingwereto befound:

in our gaolsand work-houses,in our gin-palacesand hauntsof infamy, in
our hospitalsand lunatic-asylums,in our vast percentagesof preventable
mortality, in our hydra forms of incurable disease... wherever there is
constitutionalinfirmity, whereverthere is ingrainednatural depravity, and
whereverthereis brutal ignorance,parentalnegligencemaybe inferred.13

Haslamdevoteda chapterof Dutiesto 'Moral Disqualificationsfor Parentage'

in which he admittedthe difficulty of passing'sentenceof exclusionfrom thejoys of

parentageupon our fellow-men.' He consideredthose who were 'afllicted with

scrofulaor consumption,with paralysisor epilepsy,with insanityor idiocy,' unfit for

parenthood.Despitethe understandableinstinctof suchpersons'to be surroundedby

innocentfae-similesof themselves,'Haslamconsideredthat societyhada moral duty

to teachthemthatsuchlongingsmustberestrained:

We areboundto impressuponthem,with all possibletenderness,but with
unmistakablefirmnessthat they are morally debarredfrom the exerciseof
this responsiblefunction ... The time is possibly not remote,when society
will recognisethe duty of enforcingthis lessonof self-restraint,by firm, but
judiciouslegislativeenactments.14

He was unambiguousregardingthe hereditarynature of the criminal personality:

'Thereis not a shadowof doubt that evil propensitiesare transmittedfrom father to

son; that the childrenof the profligate havea natural tendencyto vice.'IS His often

repeated strictures on the undesirability of those with criminal or diseased

'organisations'begettingchildrenaresimilar to thoseofHerbertSpencer:

Thereis no greatercurseto prosperitythanthatof bequeathingan increasing
population of imbeciles and idlers and criminals. To aid the bad in
multiplying is, in effect, the same as maliciously providing for our
descendantsamultitudeofenemies.,16

13 Ibid p.4.
14 Ibid pp. 11-12.
IS Haslam.Duties.pp. 12-13.
16 HerbertSpencer.TheStudyo/Sociology. (London:KeganPaul,Trench,Trubner,1873),pp. 343-4.
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Althoughhedid not developthepoint, Haslamseemedto suggestthat if childrenwere

removed from the baneful influences of unfit parents they might overcomethe

influence of heredity: 'children of the profligate have a natural tendencyto vice,

which, unlesstheyaresubjectedto thebestofmoraldisciplinefrom a tenderage,they

will always have great trouble in controlling.'17 It is unlikely that he thought it

possiblethatsuchchildrenwould receivethis 'moraldiscipline' from the parentswho

had passedon the undesirablecharacteristicsin the frrst place. WhateverHaslam

really meant,he was oPento the possibility of training and educationovercoming

inbredcriminal or dissolutetendencies.He was not optimistic howeverthat suchan

eventualitywaslikely andconsideredthat 'societywill soonbe comPelledto grapple

with the problem; will be forced to devisesomeefficaciousmeasuresto avert the

propagationof aneverlastingraceof criminals.' He realisedthedifficulty of trying to

persuadesuch criminals to desist from breeding by 'considerationsof ethical

propriety.' The state must intervene; 'this enormousevil' must 'be checkedby

legislativeaction.' We are given no hint of the natureof the proposed'legislative

enactments'which would ensurethat the criminal did not propagate.It is difficult to

envisagehow Haslamthoughtsuchlegislationcould feasibly preventcriminal types

having children. Can he havemeantcompulsorysterilisation? Perhapshe intended

thatsomeform of sanctionbeappliedin theeventofchildrenbeingbornto thosewho

were 'unfit'. In the eventhe fudged the questionand referredthe problemto 'our

social reformers.'18 His ideasmay not havebeenoriginal; a commentin Nature in

1869 suggestedthat 'judicious legislation' should be introduced 'to multiply the

conditionsfavourableto the developmentof a higher type.'19 IrreSPectiveof where

Thomasderivedthe ideasthatpromptedhis prescriptivewritings on reproductionand

heredity,they revealhim askeepingabreastof the latesttheoriesin social thinking.

Howeverhe did not share'thedeep... culturalandsocialPessimismaccompaniedby

the senseof impending decadenceand decline'20which later characterisedthose

interestedin eugenics.His messageis optimistic for the futureofmankind:

J7 Haslam.Duties. p. 13.
•1 Ibid pp. 13, 14.
•9 'H.' 'DarwinismandNationalLife.' Nature. 16thDec. 1869.p.l83.
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When these disqualifications are practically observed, one enormous
obstaclewill be rolled from the pathof humanadvancement... The strong,
the healthy, and the virtuous will be all the more free to multiply and
replenishthe earth; diseaseand vice and crime will die out for lack of
sustenance; a manly self-reliant race will overspreadthe world ; and
happinessandvirtue will becometheuniversalheritage.21

Haslamwas,of course,not only interestedin the welfareof individuals; his message

wasdedicatedto the improvementof society. SPencer,citedby Haslamasoneof his

authorities, believed that society would benefit from the improvement of the

individual: 'Thewelfareof a societyandthejusticeof its arrangementsareat bottom

dePendenton the characterof its members... improvementsin neithercantakeplace

without improvementin character.'Haslam'sdesireto discourage,and, if possible,

prohibit thoseof bad characterand 'imPerfectorganization'from breedingwould

seemto havethe sameobjectof improving society.His indefatigablecorrespondent

Newmanidentified the essentialweaknessof this theory when he trenchantlyasks

how the unfit areto be Persuadednot to breed.'To forbid their marriagewould be a

crime; to forbid theirpropagationaninsanity.,22

Although Haslam'swork predatedthe organisedeugenicsmovemenf3 by

almostthirty years,he was not the first to suggestsocial engineering:Eugenicswas

rooted in a belief in Perfection which could be traced back to Rousseauand

Condorcet. Robert Owen, industrialist and socialist, had SPeculatedon the state's

SUPervisionof births to attain 'improvementsof the organizationof man.,24Haslam's

eugenictheoriesshowthathe sharedthis idealof the Perfectibilityof societyandthat

he also possessedthe paternalisticphilanthropist'sdesireto improve the lot of the

working classes.He sawthe plight of the poorasbeingcausedby their exploitation,

their lack of foresight and educationand his messagewas the needfor responsible

parenthood.He did howeverrePeatedlystressthe needto preventthe mentally and

physicallyunfit andthoseof criminal tendenciesfrom breeding. LindsayFarraHhas

20 R.A. Soloway.DemographyandDegeneration:EugenicsandtheDecliningBirthrate in Twentieth­
CenturyBritain. (ChapelHill: UniversityofNorth Carolina,1990),vii.
21 Haslam.Duties. p. 17.
22 F.W. Newmanto TIH. ISNov. 1872.p. 4. Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66fl.
23 The phrase'eugenicsmovement'wasfirst usedin 1911 by JamesA. Field in 'TheProgressof
Economics'in QuarterlyJournalofEconomics.(26) 1911.p. 3. Theword eugenic'pertainingto the
productionof fine offspring' wasfirst usedin 1883.(OED).
24 AngusMclaren.Birth Control in Nineteenth-CenturyEngland(London:CroomHelm, 1978),
p. 144.
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written that in the 1870sandearly 1880sa numberof works were publishedwhich

'called for action to preventpeoplewith varying a:ft1ictionsfrom having children.,25

The activismof the laterorganisedeugenicsmovement,however,'wasa sign ... of a

new fear of the lower classes... The poor were not demoralised,they were

degenerate.'While the older liberal interpretation,of which Haslam'swork was an

example,focusedon the irresponsibilityof thepoor, it alsoallowedfor the possibility

of their improving their lot by their own efforts.Theeugenists'adopteda morebrutal

attitude'; if the problemsof the poor were causedby heredity 'the statecould only

limit the problemby restrictingtheir breeding.,26 By the turn of the century 'the fear

of lower-classdegeneratesswampingcivilised society by simple force of numbers

precipitateda deluge of books and articles ... calling for policies to check their

breeding.,27 Suggested methods included the prevention of marriage, the

discouragementof preventativemedicine,withdrawal of charity to the insane,the

epileptic,the criminal, segregationof 'incapables'andthe preventionby the stateof

the breedingof the unfit.28 Haslamdoesnot appearto have sharedthe eugenists'

desireto promotethe fertility of themiddleandupperclassesnorwasheclassspecific

in his condemnationof the breedingof the unfit. He claimedthat ' in every social

grade'there wasa 'largepercentageof exemplaryyoungmenandof healthyvirtuous

youngwomen.,29

From the mid-nineteenthcenturyonwards,the plight of the poor tendedto be

viewed,notasaneconomicproblem,butasoneof demoralisationanddegeneration.30

ThomasHaslam,however,believedin the capacityof the poor for self-improvement

and in the possibility of the improvementof their living andworking conditions.He

wrote that, for good health children needed:'nutritious food, substantialclothing,

properbathing-apparatus,pure water, free ventilation, thoroughdrainage,meansof

disinfectionetc.,31 The importanceof sanitationand cleanwater supply had beena

2S LindsayAndrew FarraH.The OriginsandGrowthoftheEnglishEugenicsMovement.Thesis(Ph.D.)
IndianaUniversity. 1969.Photocopy.(Ann Arbor, Mich.: University Microfilms International,1991),
p.27.
26 McLaren.Birth Control. p.I44.
27 Ibid. p. 148-9.
21 See,for example,Dr. JohnB. Haycroft,DarwinismandRaceProgress(1895);Victoria C. W.
Martin The RapidMultiplication oftheUnfit (1891);HenrySmithA Pleafor theUnborn. (1897).
29 Haslam.Duties.p. 3.
30 PaulineMazmadur.Eugenics,HumanGeneticsandHumanFailings: The EugenicSociety,its
Sourcesandits Critics in Britain. (London:Routledge,1992),p. 13.
31 Haslam.Duties.p. 66.
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matterof public debatesinceat leastmid-century.By the time Haslamwas writing,

Sir Edwin Chadwick, 'the father of the sanitary idea', had publishedThe Sanitary

Conditionofthe LabouringClassesin which he arguedfor the provisionof a piPed

systemfor the supplyof cleanwater in urbanareas.The connectionbetweenlack of

adequatesanitationanddiseasehad alreadybeenacknowledged. In 1842 Chadwick

wrote: 'The greatpreventatives[to diseasesare] drainage... cleansingby meansof

suppliesof waterand improvedsewerageandeSPeciallythe introductionof cheaPer

andmoreefficientmodesof removingall noxiousrefusefrom thetowns.,32

Haslam stipulatedthat 'intending parents'should not marry until they are

providedwith a healthyhomeofat least'threeor four lightsomerooms.' He wasvery

concernedregardingtheprovisionof adequatebedrooms:'Thehuddlingtogetherof a

whole family of childrenandadults,irreSPectiveof sex,in onesleepingapartment,is

a deplorable barbarism, whether on the score of health or morals.,33 Haslam's

stipulationon suitablehousingpredatedthe Royal Commissionon Housingby some

thirteenyears.This Commissionfollowed an 'extendeddebate'34on the government's

role in the solving of the housingproblemsof the poor. Bad housing,aswell as bad

sewersanddrains,wasrecognisedasa contributingfactor to ill-health anddisease.

Haslamwasconcernedthat 'thereshouldbe a reservefund in someBank, or

othersafeinvestment,of sometwo or threeyearsincome,to fall backuponin caseof

illness,so that the family may not be driven into the poor-houseunderany probable

contingency.'This seemsvery impracticalespeciallyfor thepoorat whom theadvice

is obviouslyaimed.Haslam,however,thoughtit possiblealthoughhe concededthat

'it will often demandself-denialand self-sacrifice.'He believed,however,that the

practiceof economyand temPerancemight realisethe fulfilment of theseconditions

'in a good degree.'35 He concludedhis financial advice in full Malthusian spate

castigating'prematuremarriage'which condemnedPeopleto lives ofmisery: 'thereis

no prospect of improvement until they are taught that, by their reckless and

improvident marriages,they are not merely hanging a millstone about their own

32 S.F.Finer. The Life and Timeso/SirEdwinChadwick.(London:Methuen,1952)p. 218.
33 Haslam.Duties. p. 72.
34 F.A.Aalen.'TheRehousingof RuralLabourersin IrelandundertheLabourers(Ireland)Acts 1893­
1919.'Journalo/HistoricalGeography.vol. 12,no. 3, 1986.287-306.
3S Haslam.Duties. p. 73.
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necks,but they are entailing ill-health andmostprobablyuntimely deathupon their

little ones.,36

Had Haslam, by 1892, realised the difficulty, or the impossibility, of the

disseminationof the birth control message?He had,afterall, recommendedthe 'safe

period' as an alternativeto the cycle of deprivationin The Marriage Problemwhere

he stipulatedthat it would allow young men to marry before they could afford

children. In Duties of Parents,however, there is not the meresthint of such a

solutionandearlymarriagesare 'recklessandimprovident.'He referredbriefly to the

useof the adviceof 'somephysicians'who had proposedrestricting intercourseto

timeswhen 'impregnationwould not be likely to ensue.'Although Haslamconceded

that the 'adoptionof this precautionwould certainlybepreferableto the generationof

a diseasedor vicious progeny; it might even be safer than a state of unsatisfied

longing.'He warnedof the:

grave moral objections to all such expedients.At best they are mere
palliatives;theydo not lay theaxeat theroot of theevil. Thatevil consistsin
the supremacyof the carnaldesires;- the inability to control the lustsof the
flesh in obedienceto themoral law.

Where is the Thomasof the Marriage Problem who so cogently argued for the

morality of the 'safeperiod'four yearspreviously? 'Whatourepochdemandsis not a

cunningly-devisedmethodby which we can revel in sensualitywhilst evading its

naturalconsequences;but a powerof self-commandwhich will enableus to abstain

from indulgencewhereparentagewould bewrong.,37

It is difficult to understandhow Haslamhad changedso radically from his

warm recommendationof the 'safeperiod' in The Marriage Problemto the rebuttal

containedin his calling it a 'cunninglydevisedmethod.' While onecould arguethat

in TheDutiesofParentshe was writing for a differentaudiencefor whom he felt the

messageof the advantagesof the 'mid-monthmethod' would be unacceptable,the

reality is that both publications were essentially concernedwith the theme of

responsibleparenthood.HadNewman'sargumentsconvincedhim in theend? There

is no possibility that in The Marriage Problemheproclaimedthevirtuesof something

of which he inherentlydisapproved.Thepamphletis patentlysincere,a sinceritythat

is reiteratedin thecorrespondencewith Newman. Haslamwould appearto havebeen

36 Ibid p. 73-4.
37 Ibid p. 132.
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convincedthathewasspreadingimportantnewsof the wonderfuldiscoverymadeby

Trall and others. In Duties of Parents he calls for 'the diffusion of that noble

endowmentwhich has characterisedthe bestand purestof our race in all ages:- the

powerof tramplingunderfoot the seductionsof sense;the powerof self-renunciation

in the interestsof truemanhood.,38 WhenAnnawroteto Marie StoPesshegrouPedthe

two works The Marriage Problemand The Duties ofParentstogetherand did not

remark on the essentialdifferencebetweenthem. Shewas concernedthat the poor

would be educatedin easilyunderstood,feasiblebirth control methods,not that they

be taught the virtues of abstinencewhich, of course, she believed in herself.

Abstinencewas a commonly practisedmethodof birth control. Nearly fifty years

afterthepublicationof DutiesofParents,'correspondencepouredin' to Marie StoPes

from readers of her Married Love, documenting their sexual difficulties and

describingthe contraceptivemethodswhich they employed:'For many couplestotal

abstentionhadbeentheonly reliablemethodknownto them.,39

Haslamin Dutieswasconcernedwith the needfor moral purity: 'It is hardto

find languagesufficiently strongto expressthe stringency'of the 'obligation' of the

'preservationofourmoral purity, spotlessandunsullied.'For suchpreservationit was

essentialthat parentsnot transmit 'organicimpurity' to the next generation;to do so

was 'an evil of unSPeakablemagnitude.'40He would apPearto have sincerely

subscribedto the prevailingcodeof sexualmorality of his time. Michael Masonis of

the opinion that, for most of the nineteenthcentury: 'Sexualmoralism was a mass

movement ...[with] tremendous ascendancyin reSPeCtablepublic discourse ...

nineteenth-centuryanti-sensualismhada very broadbase.,41 Haslamsharedthe horror

andfearof the 'terriblepracticeof self-abuse'aspractisedby youngboys, 'anda few

evenof our girls ... long beforethey haveany suspicionof its deadlyconsequences.,42

While someof the theoriesof anti-sensualmoralistswerequestioned,mostnotablyby

small numbers of medical men, there was virtually universal condemnationof

31 Ibid
39 LesleyA. Hall. 'TheArchivesof Birth Control in Britain.' J01JrnaloftheSocietyofArchivists.Vol.
16,No.2, 1995.pp. 207-8.TheStopesMarried Lovecorrespondenceis heldat theContemporary
MedicalArchivesCentre,{CMAC) WellcomeInstitutefor the History of Medicine,EustonRd.
London. It is a rich collectionwhich givestheresearchervaluableinsight into attitudesto sexuality
andbirth control in theearly twentieth century.
40 Haslam.Duties. pp. 20, 21.
41 Michael Mason.The MakingofVictorian Sexuality.(Oxford: O.U.P,1994),p. 44.
42 Haslam.Duties.p. 22.
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masturbation.GeorgeDrysdale,whosework on birth control was discussedin the

previouschapter,describedas 'theonedeclaredsexualliberationistof the nineteenth

centuryin Britain... took asbleaka view of theevils of masturbationasanyone.,43 In

the notoriousand explicit accountof his sexualexploits, My SecretLife, in which

eXPeriencesaresalaciouslyrecorded,the author, 'Walter' informedthe readerthat he

refrainedfrom masturbationbecauseof the dangersit posedto health. Masturbation

wasthe subjectof religioustractsandof medicaldiscourse;horrorof the practicewas

exploitedby quacksandvendorsof patentdevices.'In a climateof sexualignorance,

guilt and fear' propagandaagainst masturbationgave 'shaPeto inchoate male

anxieties.,44 The warnings of Haslam against the dangersof masturbationwere

common currency of his time: 'Every physician knows that a frequent causeof

prematuredeathon the partof our youngmen, is the violation of this [reproductive]

instinctduring adolescenceby thepracticeof self-pollution.,·u This statement,absurd

to the modemreader,wascorroboratedby contemporarymedicalopinion: 'Victorian

doctors ... commonlywere convincedof the physical as well as the moral evils of

masturbation... threateninga string of ailmentsending in insanity as the inevitable

outcomeofonanism.,46

Haslamwarnedagainstthe 'seductionswhich await ... upon the thresholdof

earlymanhood.'The list included'thegin-palace... thesmiling wanton... theconcert­

hall, the theatre,the betting-house,the race-course... poisonousliterature ... with its

glowing picturesof successfulvice.' He urgedyoungmento avoid such'pitfalls.' He

wasconcerned,not only for thesakeof theyoungmenthemselves,but for thesakeof

their wivesandoffspring: 'If theyevermeanto enterinto the holy bondsof marriage:

to ask a pure confiding womanto becomethe angel of their firesides; if they ever

hoPeto surroundthemselveswith children... theymustreligiouslyabstainfrom every

vicious practice.,47 Here HaslamechoedCoventryPatmore'sepic POem, 'Angel of

the House'.which celebratedthe chastewife in her ePQnymousrole. The dangersof

habitsof vice being transmittedto progenymust be 'solemnly impressedupon our

43 Mason.Sexuality.p. 179.
44 LesleyHall. 'Forbiddenby God,Despisedby Man: Masturbation,Medical Warnings,Moral Panic,
andManhoodin GreatBritain, 1850-1950.'in JohnC. Fouted.ForbiddenHistory: TheState.Society
and theRegulationa/Sexualityin ModernEurope. (Chicago:Universityof ChicagoPress,1992),p.
297.
45 Haslam.Duties.p. 29.
46 Hall. 'Forbiddenby God'. p.295.
47 Haslam.Duties. pp. 22, 23.
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youngmen.' Haslamarguednot only for educationin the avoidanceof vice but also

positively in theteachingofnoblevirtues:

We must cherisha spirit of truthfulness,of singlenessof heart, of moral
courage,of inflexible probity, of loyalty to every pure and holy principle.
We must raiseourselvesaboveall petty slavery to money ... We must be
promptto sympathisewith everyrighteouscausewith everymovementthat
hasfor its aim theelevationofmankind.48

(This would seemto be how Haslamhimselftried to live.) He urgedhis readersto

cultivate their intellectsand consideredit vital that, within a marriage,eachpartner

was dedicatedto the developmentof the other. 'It is not sufficient that we cultivate

our own nature to the highest possibleperfection, we must demandas severea

standardfrom ourpartners.'49

Haslamdevoteda chapterto the 'difficult topic' of 'connubialtemperance';

'spurious delicacy' would not deflect him from broaching the subject. He

acknowledgedthat:

The transition from the restraintsof celibacy to the unrestrictedlicence of
wedded love is so sharp, and the stimulus which it imparts to the sexual
appetite is so urgent, that it not infrequently suspendsthe power of self­
control,andleadsto excessesofa mostdisastrouscharacter.so

Dr. Acton51 andDr. Miller 2 arecited in supportof this theory.The primary function

of 'the reproductiveelementin our physicaleconomy'was 'the continuationof the

species.'53 Whereas,in his defenceof TheMarriage Problem,Haslamarguedfor the

morality of 'natural' birth control, herehe appearedto haveabandonedthis stance.

While he concededthat naturehad ensuredthat thehumanreproductiveinstinct was

'clamorous'he claimedthatexperiencedmedicalpractitionerswere in agreementthat

'connubial intemperanceis not uncommonlythe causeof prematuredecay in the

prime of manhood.'Natureexacts'retribution' for the 'systematicperversion'of the

reproductiveurge for the sakeof 'animalpleasure.' He listed a terrifying catalogue

of the effects of 'connubial intemperance'which includes 'consumption and

41 Ibid pp. 23, 24.
49 Ibid p. 26.
so Ibid p. 28.
51 William Acton. The FunctionsandDisorderso/theReproductiveOrgans. 1sted. (London: 1857).
Thebookwasexclusivelyaboutmalesexualityandcombinedideasofmedicalphysiologywith moral
adviceadvocatingsexualcontinenceandrestraint.
52 E.P.Miller. Vital Force. (New York: Miller & Haynes,1869). This bookwason the list sentby AH
to Marie Stopesandwasjudgedby Thomasto be 'anexcellentbookto placein thehandsofyoung
men.'
53 Haslam.Duties. p. 29.
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paralysis,'a statementwhich he assuredthe readerwill be corroboratedby 'every

eXPeriencedpractitioner.'S4Haslambelievedthat 'sexualindulgenceis anexhaustive

tax upon our energies'55,causingdiminution of 'muscularforce', irritability, loss of

memory,failure of the digestivesystem,acutediseaseetc. The fmale of this misery is

risible to the modemreader,but the sincerity of Haslam'sbelief in his theory is

patent:

the seedsof deathaccumulateuntil we drop into the grave,worn out before
our time, a victim to our own debasingself-indulgence.It may be in a fit of
apoplexythat our final summonsreachesus; it may be paralysisor epilepsy
which is our allottedrecompense;the still moredreadfulsentenceof insanity
maycastits raylessshadowoverthescene;but, whatevermay bethe form of
our SPecialchastisement,prematuredecayis its unfailing characteristic.56

Haslamwas not unique in linking sexual intercourseand debilitating diseases.The

dangersof over-frequentsexualactivity to the malewasa favourite topic of Victorian

writers on sexuality.William Acton, an authoritycited by Haslam,believed'that the

waste of vital sPermaticfluid (even in legitimate marriage) itself could lead to

debilitating disease.,57 Haslam frequently cited Acton as his authority for medical

opinions expressedin Duties ofParents. For Acton all sexualactivity was full of

danger.He stressedthedangerof too frequentintercourse;he felt that the sensationof

orgasmwas so intensethat it was unsafeto experiencetoo frequently.58. There has

been much historical debatechallenging the writings of Acton as the definitive

Victorian voice on sexuality.59 His work, howeverwas 'issuedin threeeditionsin its

first five yearsand continuedto be reprintedwell after ... [his] death.'60While there

aresomedissentingmedicalvoicesregardingActon'stheories,it is fair to saythathis

'viewsonmentypified themedicalprofessionof theperiod.'61Dr. Miller's theorythat

'the material which goesto generatea new being is so refined, so intensified in its

54 Ibid
55 Ibid p.37.
56 Ibid p. 31.
57 Hall. 'Forbiddenby God.' p.295.
5& William Acton. FunctionsandDisorders. pp. 130-1.
59 SeeF.B. Smith. 'Sexualityin Britain, 1800-1900:SomeSuggestedRevisions'in MarthaVicinus Ed.
A WideningSphere:ChangingRoleo/Victorian Women.(London:Methuen,1980)pp. 182-198;and
M. JeannePeterson.'Dr. Acton'sEnemy:Medicine,SexandSocietyin Victorian England.'Victorian
Studies29 (1986)pp. 569-90.
60 Hall. 'ForbiddenHistory'. pp. 294-5.
61 Bland.BanishingtheBeast.p. 56.
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vitalising powers,that oneounceof it is equalto forty ouncesof blood in any other

part of the body' wasalsocitedby Haslamto buttresshis argumenton the dangersof

'connubial intemperance.,62 Dr. Trall, too, believedthat to have sexual intercourse

morefrequentlythan oncea weekled to the risk of 'seriousdetrimentto healthanda

prematureold age.,63 Haslam'srecommendationthat, within marriage,the frequency

of sexual intercourseshould be limited to 'what is required for the creation of

offspring,' is a total rejectionof his argumentsin his correspondenceto Newman

wherehe eloquentlydefendedthe 'naturallaw' of sexualsatisfaction: 'Indulgencein

mutualpassion is perfectlynatural'and 'Thedoctrinethat 'all pursuitof pleasure'

... is unlawful appearsrepugnantto my commonsense.,64While Haslamcited the

recommendationsof Drs. Acton and Trail regarding the frequency of sexual

intercourse,(once in 'sevenor ten days' and 'oncea week' respectively),his own

suggestionthatsexualrelationstakeplacefor 'procreation'only waspredicatedon the

'judgementof someof our highestethical teachers.,65 He did not, however,name

theseauthorities.Canhehavebeenthinking ofNewman?

Oneof the most notablefeaturesof The DutiesofParentsis Haslam'svolte

face on his theoriesof wifely duty expressedin The Marriage Problem. His opinion

that:

Numbersof womenwho, in their self-sacrificingdevotionto their husbands,
arenightly persuadedto acceptendeannentswhich their natural instinctsdo
not solicit, could beara melancholywitnessto the indifferencewhich has
long replacedtheoriginal delight,66

contradicts the stance of The Marriage Problem in which such devotion is

recommendedasanantidoteto thehusbandresortingto prostitutes.Why hadThomas

reversed his opinion? Was it a realisation that his former stance was totally

inconsistentwith a woman'sright to bodily integrity and made nonsenseof his

assertionthathewasan 'extremestadvocate'ofwomen'srights?

In DutiesofParents,he wasconvincedthat excessivesexualdemandson a

wife:

62 Miller. Vital Force. Cited in Haslam.Duties.p.31.
g Trail. SexualPhysiology.p. 245.
M TJH to F.W. Newman.8 Aug. 1868.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/661I.
65 Haslam.Duties.pp. 36,37.
M Ibid p. 30.
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drains the life-springsof that rapturoussentimentwhich first attractedthe
youthful coupleto eachotherwith anirresistiblemagnetism.It is this excess,
which, probably more than any other cause, induces the proverbial
disenchantmentof thehoneymoon.67

Anna Haslam'srevelationthat their sexualrelationshipceasedafter the first weekof

their marriage does not enlighten us on whether her own honeymoon was

'proverbially disenchanting.' One does,however,assumethat Thomasis sPeaking

from eXPeriencewhenhe praises:'The feeling of mutual resPect,which next to love

itself, is the brightestjewel in thecrownof weddedbliss.' This hewarns'canseldom

long survive the contraction of this baneful habit [sexual excess] unimpaired.'

Connubial temPerance,however, would ensurethat 'the tendernessof courtship'

would survive 'all through life, and shedits romantic influenceover our declining

years.,68

Women, forced to over-indulgein sexualrelations,were also prone to 'an

endlesscatalogueof maladiesPeculiar to themselves.'Haslam stated that 'more

miscarriagesresult from this excessthanfrom any othercause.'Dr. Miller wascited

astheauthorityfor the list of femalediseasescausedby sexualexcess:

The long train of diseasesandsufferingsconsequentupontheseexcesses...
suchasinflammations,ulcerations,displacements,tumors,cancers,etc.most
commonly have their origins in sexual abuses ... Very much of the
nervousnessand hysteriaso commonamongwomenarisesfrom abusesof
thesexualfunction.69

Dr. Churchill's 'sterlingtreatise',On the DiseasesofWomen,70is cited by Haslamas

enumerating:

amenorrhrea, dysmenorrhrea,menorrhagia, hYPertrophy, inflammation,
erosion,vaginitis chronic and acute, languorof mind, nervousincapacity,
not to sPeakof consumption,amongstthe diseaseswhich, within his own
sphereof observation,hehastracedto overindulgence.7

1

67 Ibid
61 Ibid
69 Miller. Vital Force. Cited in ibid p. 33.
70 FleetwoodChurchill. On theDiseaseso/Women.Silled. (Dublin: Fannin,1864).
71 HaslamDuties. pp. 34-S.
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Haslambelievedthat 'therearethousandsof wiveswho areneverwell exceptduring

isolation from their husbands.' This was the reasonfor the popularity of the spa,

frequentedby women 'whoseonly chanceof recoveryconsistsin withdrawal from

this sourceof injury.'72 Dr. Miller's rather purple prose revealeda perceptionof

womanasnoble,self-sacrificingandasexual:

I know the heart-historyof many noble, high-tonedwomen,whosewhole
being revolts at the useto which they are put. Yet their ideasof domestic
peaceare so exaltedthat, loyal and true, they submit themselvesa constant
sacrifice,and by the mere force of will, keepalive the fire of love within
their torturedsouls... Our grave-yards,could they speak,would sendforth a
sadand sickeningwail from the young wives and motherswho have been
placedthere,thevictimsofmatrimonialabuseof thesexualfunction.73

Haslamconcededthat the rule of sexual intercoursefor propagationpurposesonly

was difficult and 'centurieswill probablybe neededto educatemankindto so high

and self-denyinga standard.'As a guideline in the meantimehe suggestedthat 'no

indulgencewhich doesviolenceto thenaturalinstinctof pureandhealthywomencan

be right.,74 Why pure and healthy one wonders?Surely there are pure women of

delicate constitutionswhosewisheson the subjectare even more important?The

coupling of 'pure' with 'healthy' may have referred to 'moral' health. The dire

warningsof the physicaland mental dangersof sexualexcessand of masturbation

suggestedthat if one were healthyone must be pure. Wheredid that leaveHaslam

himself?The eugenicsmovementtendedto associate'unfitness'for parenthoodwith

immorality particularlyin thecaseof 'feeble-minded'women.Mary Dendya leading

campaignerfor the careof the feeble-mindedin the early twentiethcentury,believed

that 'if a womancomesinto the workhousewith an illegitimate child, it shouldbe

consideredevidenceof weaknessof mind; thereis certainlyevidenceof lack of moral

fibre.,7s

Haslamsubscribedto thenotionofwomenas'naturallyfiner andpurerin their

organizationthanour coarsersex ... In all mattersrespectingconnubial indulgence,it

is time that the principle shouldbe universallyrecognisedthat pure womenare the

final andauthoritativejudges.,76 He did not seemto envisagea scenarioin which the

72 Ibid p.33.
73 Dr. Miller. Vital Force.Citedin Ibid 33.
74 Haslam.Duties.p. 39.
75 Bland.BanishingtheBeast. p. 241.
76 Ibid p. 39.
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woman might actively solicit or enjoy over-indulgence.Although he did briefly

concedethe possibility of 'mutualdelight' he is muchmoreconcernedwith the male

'blind andselfish appetite'beingsatisfiedat theexpenseofwomen.77 Haslam'stheory

mustnot bedismissedmerelyasa manifestationof a Victorian'sperceptionof female

passivesexuality. It should,rather,be seenasa belief in a woman'sright to control

her own body. Mill hadarguedfor this right in PrinciplesofPolitical Economy.In

The Marriage Problem, while not approving of the double standard,Haslam saw

women'ssubmissionto male sexual demandsas the lesserof two evils; he now

demandedof men that they control sexual desire. He no longer acceptedthe

stereotypeof overwhelmingmaledesirewhich mustbe assuaged.His implicit belief

in woman'smoral superioritywasonesharedby feminists.His suggestionthat,within

marriage,womanshouldbethearbiterof the frequencyof sexualrelationswastypical

of feminist writers on sexologysuchasElizabethBlackwell, who believedthat 'male

sexualitycould andshouldbe attuned'to women'sneedsanddesires.This implied a

potentiallyradicalshift in the balanceof powerwithin marriage.,78 The perceptionof

womenashaving a greatercapacityfor sexualself-controlwas a positiveone which

empoweredthem to speakwith authority in the campaignagainstthe Contagious

DiseasesActs. (CDA).

FeministtheorywasessentiallyLamarckian;manhadtransgressedthe 'natural

law' of sexualcontinenceand consequentlywomen'sexperienceof the dangersand

pain of repeatedchildbirth had actedas an inhibitor of women'ssexualurges.This

reduceddesirewas also inheritedby future generations.Tendencyto excessof male

sexualdesirewas due to inherited habit and could be counteredby new habits of

continencewhich in turn could be passedon to future generations.79 This belief is

evidentin thewritings of Haslam. If oneacceptedthe biologicaldeterminismof male

sexual excess,one had also to acceptthe inevitability of women being forced to

continue as its victims. Man's excessivedesire, acknowledgedby Haslam in The

Marriage Problem,wasbelievedby theoriststo havebeencausedby over indulgence

in the past.Lamarckiantheoryallowedthe argumentthatsexualitywastransformable

by the learning of new habits of continence. This would be a step towards the

T1 Ibid p. 40.
11 MargaretJackson.TheRealFactso/Life: FeminismandthePolitics o/Sexualityc/850-/940.
(London:Taylor& Francis,1994),p. 142.
19 Bland.BanishingtheBeast.p. 82.
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eliminationof the sexualsubordinationof women. Theaversionof womento sexual

intercoursewould presumablydisappearonce the practiceof self-control by men

became the norm. Unwanted pregnancieswould decreaseand sex would be

transformedfrom being solely a physicalphenomenoninto somethingwith a more

spiritual dimension.This possibilityof the transformationof the sexualurgesof men

andthe consequentimprovementof society,an underlyingthemeof Haslam'swork,

is evidentin thework ofmedicalandfeministtheorists.80

Dr. Trall, who, as already mentioned,adoptedan unambiguouslywoman

centredstancein hisSexualPhysiology,wasconvincedthat 'in thegoodtime coming'

it would be possible for 'a single act of coition ... to beget a single child.'

Consequentlyacts of intercoursewill then be 'limited to the numberof offspring.

Such is the legitimate result of the theory carried to its ultimatum.,81 The Irish

feminist MargaretCousinswasprofoundlyshockedandsufferedmany 'problemsof

adjustmentto therevelationthatmarriagehadbrought[her] asto thephysicalbasisof

sex.'Shewrote that she'andmanymenandwomenof like natureincluding ... [her]

husband'would not be satisfied 'until the evolution of form has substitutedsome

more artistic way of continuanceof the race.'82 Herbert Spencerbelieved that

'progresstowardshighersocial typesis joined with progresstowardhigher typesof

sexualrelations.,83

The advice on 'connubialtemperance'was directedat men; Haslamwould

appearto havesubscribedto theVictorian stereotypeof womanaspureandunsullied

creatureof little sexualappetite.He cited Dr. Acton'sdictum that: 'Thereare many

femaleswho neverfeel any sexualexcitementwhatever.'84He believedthat in 'pure

andhealthywomenthedesirefor theconnubialembracedoesnot arisefrequentlyand

is easilyappeased.,8S Haslamconsideredit indispensablethat: 'Every bride should,if

possiblehaveherown separatesleepingapartment.'He did not, however,suggestthat

'asa rule husbandandwife shouldhabituallysleepapart.'86 Anna wrote that despite

10 Seeibid pp. 79-82;Jackson.RealFacts. pp. 6-7; lA. andOlive Banks.FeminismandFamily
Planningin Victorian England(New York: Schoken,1964.)pp. 107-113.
II TraIl. SexualPhysiology.p. 230.
12 JamesH. andMargaretCousins.We Two Together.(Madras,Ganesh,1950),pp. 108-9.
13 HerbertSpencer.ThePrinciplesofSociology.III p.640cited in Peel.HerbertSpencer.p. 203.
14 Acton. FunctionsandDisorders.Citedin Haslam.Duties.p. 52.
IS Haslam.Duties. p. 52.
16 Ibid p. 45-6.
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the non-sexualnatureof their union: 'we slept togetherfor over 60 years& were a

mostloving couple,everyonethoughtusanidealpair.,87

Virtue hadits own rewardsin thechastemarriage:

Daily andhourly communionwith a loving partner,of purer,chaster,nature
than themselves;the privilege of bestowinglife, and healthand education,
upona successionof innocents,freshfrom Nature'smintage... thosearethe
joys to which they should look forward with passionateyearningsand
comparedwith which the indulgenceof the flesh should be esteemedas
nought,88

This elevatingof the spiritual communionbetweena marriedcoupleto a higherplane

waspossibleoncesexualrelationswereconfinedto theprocreationof children. In the

caseof the Haslams,where no children were planned,the romantic natureof their

marriage, even in old age, was evident and commentedupon. The feminist and

suffragistElizabethWolstenholmeElmy89 was a correspondentof the Haslamsand,

indeed,her Life to Women(1896) was includedin the list of bookssentby Anna to

Marie Stopes.Shewrote underthe pseudonymEllis Ethelmeromainly on sexuality

andreproduction.A major themewasthe right of womento control their own bodies

and she was concernedwith the ideal form of sexual relations betweenmen and

women. While 'Ellis Ethelmer' concededthat women and men might chooseto

engagein sexualrelationsfor pleasureaswell as procreationand recommendedthe

precarious'safeperiod' for suchcouples,they proposedan alternativeideal which

was strikingly similar to Haslam'sideas in Duties of Parents. Like Haslam, she

suggestedthat the ideal relationship betweenhusbandand wife included sexual

intercourseonly for procreativepurposes.In Phasesof Love she describedthe

developmentof the 'psychiccharacterand attribute' of a loving relationship. Such

87 AH to M. Stopes.20 Aug. 1918.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66l2b.
II Haslam.Duties. p. 43.
89 ElizabethWolstenholme,suffragist,campaigneragainsttheCDA andfor the Married Women's
PropertyAct, also lobbiedfor the legal recognitionof marital rapeandfor highereducationfor
women.ShemarriedBen Elmy sometimechairmanofNationalSecularSociety,only when 'visibly
pregnant'in 1875andon the insistenceof hersuffragistcolleagueswho wereworriedthather
behaviourmight damagethecauseofwomen'srights.
90 It is not clearwhetherthepseudonymreferredto ElizabethW. Elmy aloneor to thejoint authorship
ofhusbandandwife. Blandascribestheuseto BenElmy alone,while JacksonandSheila Jeffreys(The
Spinsterandher Enemies)statethatElizabeth'spseudonymwasEllis Ethelmer.To SusanKingsley
Kent (Sex andSuffrage)thepseudonymrepresentsjoint authorshipof husbandandwife. Sandra
Stanley Holton ('FreeLove andVictorian Feminism:TheDiversMatrimonialsof Elizabeth
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'psychiclove' waspossibleonly if its practitionerswereeducatedto a 'realisationof

justice, equality, and sympathybetweenthe sexes.' 'Psychic love' could only be

developedthrough the promotion of the ideal of sexual self-control.91 'Ethelmer'

developedthe argumentfurther than Haslam,however,as she wrote that, woman

when freed from sexual slavery, would be enabledto take her part in a world

formerly the preserveof men only. She saw the sexual function of women as

underlyingtheir oppressionandtestifiedto their right to control their own bodies. In

WomenFree shebrokeinto badverseonthesubject:

Forbuta slavehimself[man] musteverbe,
Till sheto shapeherown careerbe free;
Freefrom all uninvitedtouchofman,
Freemistressofherperson'ssacredplan;92

Shedetectedthat 'the growing emancipationand autonomyof woman' was

enablingthe developmentof 'the psychicemotionand impulsebetweentwo human

beings of different sex, to which the name of 'love' is specially and worthily

applied.'93Ellis Ethelmer'swork on 'psychiclove' was publishedtwenty-five years

afterDutiesofParents. We know thatWolstenholmeElmy hadreadHaslam'swork,

however,as in a letter written in 1873, she 'warmly' acknowledgedthe gift of the

bookandorderedthreemorefor circulation: 'The book is valuablein everyway and

will bemostusefulif it canbe largelycirculated.'Shedeploredthe law which decreed

that: 'The husbandhas the legal right to compelher [the wife] to his desiresevento

theextentI believeof locking herup in a room in his houseandfeedingheron bread

andwater if sheis refractory.'Sheconnectedthe sexualsubordinationof womento

their lack of propertyrights, a point not madeby Haslam,andsawthe reform of the

Married Women'sPropertyAct asthe greatestpriority. Shethought that'suchworks

as Mr. Haslam'sservethe very importantpurposeof maturingpublic opinion.' Her

lettershowed thatshehadreadthebookcarefully:

WolstenholmeandBenElmy') alsothinksthatthereis goodreasonthat it signifieda collaborative
effort. I haveusedthepronoun'she'in referringto Ellis Ethelmer.
91 Ellis Ethelmer.PhasesofLove. (Congleton:Women'sEmancipationUnion, 1897),pp. 9.
92 Ellis Ethelmer.WomenFree. (Congleton,Woman'sEmancipationUnion, 1893),p. 20.
93 Ellis Ethelmer.PhasesofLove. p. 5.
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Haveyou evernoticedthat all the analogiesof natureare in favour of the
view arguedout onmoralgroundsby Mr. Haslam?Thepredominanceof the
female in suchrelationsis the universal law throughoutthe whole animal
kingdomexceptwherethecontraryhasbeenartificially contrivedby man.94

TheHaslams'own marriagewould seemto bea potentexampleof the advantagesof

'psychic love.' He doesnot suggesthow, other than by connubialtemperance,the

romanticelementof a marriagemay be retainedinto old age. While Wolstenholme

Elmy's 'poetic and rather flowery descriptionswere very vagueand inexplicit

therecanbe little doubt that it did includeexpressionsof love and affection.,,, Her

centralthesis,like Haslam'swasbasedon the principle of femalesexualautonomy.

Shewas not alone. FrancesSwiney, suffragist and prolific writer arguedthat male

sexualincontinencewasresponsiblefor the sexualexploitationofwomen: 'Theonly

beingin civilised life from whomthehumanfemalehasto beprotectedis the maleof

her own species.,96 ElizabethBlackwell, pioneerfemale doctor, over twenty years

after DutiesofParents,wrote with medicalauthority of her belief that male sexual

desirewasnot uncontrollable,nor was its releasevital to good health. Shebelieved,

like Haslam,that: 'No physiologicaltruth is morefirmly establishedthanthe fact that

we canmodify theactionof our physicalorgans.No humanbeingwasdependent'on

thedegradationofanotherhumanbeingfor themaintenanceofpersonalhealth.,97

Haslam'soft quotedauthority, Acton, did not agreewith the emergenceof

what may be called a feminist attitude to the frequency and timing of sexual

intercourse. He wrote with disapprovalof 'a lady who maintainswomen'srights to

suchanextentthat shedeniedherhusbandany voice in the matterwhetheror not c0­

habitationshouldtakeplace.,98Acton, like Haslamin The Marriage Problem,wrote

approvinglyof the loving wife who submitsto her husbandin an unselfishmanner

and who 'is willing to give up her own wishesand feelings for his sake.,99Acton's

work wasissuedin severalrevisededitionsandin latereditionshedeploredthe 'spirit

of insubordination'displayed in women'who regard themselvesas martYrS when

94 E.C. Wolstenholmeto AH andTJH. 28 Jan. 1873.Hull UniversityLibrary. OX/66I1.
9S MargaretJackson.RealFactsofLift· p.82.
96 FrancesSwiney. Womenand NaturalLaw. 2OOed.(London:Leagueof Isis, 1912)p. 46.
97 ElizabethBlackwell. PioneerWorkin OpeningtheMedicalProfessionto Women.(London:
Longmans,�~ 1895.pp. 4, 28-30.
98 William Acton. TheFunctionandDisorderoftheReproductiveOrgans.(London:JohnChurchill,
1875)6thed.p. 215.
99 Ibid 3med. (1862)p. 106.
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called upon to fulfil the duties of wives.'100 This may have been a tribute to the

increaseddisseminationof thefeministmessageof sexualautonomy.

Haslam'sstrictures on the necessityof the moral and physical health of

parents: 'Vigor, manhood,intelligenceand purity are the paramountconditionsof

perfect reproduction ... The primary condition, therefore, of pure and healthy

parentage,is thatwe shouldourselvesbepureandhealthy'would havebeenstandard

advicein the 1870s.101 PatJalland,in her Women,Marriage andPolitics, statedthat:

'There is ample evidencethroughoutthe years 1860 to 1914 that the stateof each

partner'shealthwas very seriouslyconsidered bythe families beforeagreementwas

given to marriage.'102 Marriagemanualsargued,as did DutiesofParents, that those

sufferingfrom ill healthhadno right to marryand 'thusrun the risk of entailingother

diseasesuponchildren.,103

Although the adjective 'Victorian' has come to meanprudish or repressed,

therehasbeenmuchscholarshipin the latter half of the twentiethcenturywhich has

challenged the stereotype of Victorian sexuality. Steven Marcus's The Other

Victorians graphicallydepictedthe seamyundersideof Victorian life. PeterGay, in

The Bourgeois Experience gave evidence, mainly from contemporary personal

journals, that many women enjoyeda healthy sexual relationship.Michel Foucault

demonstratedthe potency and multifacetedreality of the sexual discoursein that

era.104 Evident from the work of revisionists,and indeedfrom contemporarywriters

who were avowedly anti-sensualistsuch as Haslam and his mentor Acton, is the

potentimageof sexualitywhich prevailedin the public discoursein the Victorian era.

Haslam saw sexuality, specifically male sexuality, almost as an inherentcharacter

flaw, which hadto beovercomeby the developmentof will powerandthe cultivation

ofgoodhabits.Although 'notall Victorian womenclosedtheir eyes,openedtheir legs

100 Ibid 5th 00. (1871)p. 196.
101 Haslam.Duties. pp. 48-9.
102 PatJalland.Women,Ma"iageandPolitics /860-/9/4. (Oxford: Clarendon,1986)85.
103 SeeE.B. Duffey. What WomenShouldKnow. (Philadelphia,1873),87-9.
104 StevenMarcus.The Other Victorians: A StudyofSexua/ityandPornographyin Mid-Nineteenth
CenturyEngland.(London: Weidenfeld& Nicolson, 1956);PeterGay. TheBourgeoisExPerience,
Victoria to Freud Vol. 1. EducationoftheSenses.(Oxford: O.U.P.,1984),.Michel Foucault.The
History ofSexuaJity.(London:Penguin,1981).
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andthoughtof England,nor did all husbands telltheir wives that ladiesdid not move

... Widespreadsexualanxietiesandinhibitionsshouldnotbeminimised.'lOS

Phyllis Rosepresenteda convincingscenariowhen discussingthe subjectof

sexual satisfactionwithin the Victorian marriage. Shearguedthat many cultural

circumstancesworkedagainstit:

The inflexible taboo on pre-marital sex for the middle-classwomen meant,
amongother things, that it was impossibleto determinesexualcompatibility
beforemarriage.The law thenmadethewife absolutepropertyof herhusband
and sexualperformanceone of her duties ... The legendaryVictorian advice
about sex, 'Lie back and think of England,' may be seenas not entirely
comical if we realizethat in many casesa distastefor sex developedfrom a
distastefor the first sexualpartnerand from sexualperformancewhich was
essentiallyforced. In addition the absenceof birth control madeit impossible
to separatesex from its reproductivefunction, so that to be sexually active
meantthe discomfortsof pregnancy,the pain of childbirth, andthe burdenof
children.106

Haslamwasconsciousof thepossibilityofdisasterin the initial sexualexperienceof a

marriagewhenhedescribedthe 'proverbialdisenchantment'of thehoneymoon.In the

catalogueabove,Rosedid not includethe real dangersof deathin childbirth, a point

tellingly illustratedby PatJallandin her discussionof marriageamongthe political

elite: 'Amongprominentpoliticians... JosephChamberlainlost his first wife in 1863,

five days after the birth of their second child. His second wife ... Florence

Chamberlaindied of shockor exhaustionduring labour ... Sir CharlesDilke's first

wife, Katherine,died ... following thebirth of achild.' Theabovearebut a few of the

manyexamplesgiven by Jallandwho doesnot assertthat 'the upperclassessuffered

[maternalmortality] morethanthemasses.'107 Whenoneconsidersthathealthywell­

nourished women, who would have enjoyed the best available medical care,

frequently died giving birth, one realiseshow fear of pregnancymust haveaffected

sexualenjoyment,particularlyfor women.

In this work Haslamwould appearto haveacceptedthe patriarchalparadigm

of marriage,wheremanis headof the household,which he leavesto earnthe means

of supportfor his family, andto which he returnsto enjoy the love andministrations

1M Roy PorterandLesleyHall. TheFactso/Life: TheCreationo/SexualKnowledgein Britain. /850­
/950. (New Haven:Yale V.P., 1995),p. 142.
106 Phyllis Rose.Parallel Lives:Five Victorian Marriages. (London: Vintage,1994),pp. 20-1.
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of the wife who is the 'angel'of his hearthandhome. He departsfrom this paradigm

in one essential,however,in that he recommendsthat the woman shouldenjoy the

freedom to stipulate the frequency,or infrequency,of sexual intercoursewith her

husband. His argumentson the rightsof the womanto bodily integrity, werean echo

ofJohnStuartMill: 'Amongthe barbarismswhich law andmoralshavenot yet ceased

to sanction,themostdisgustingsurelyis, thatanyhumanbeingshouldbepermittedto

considerhimselfashavinga right to thepersonofanother.,108 Haslam'sown marriage

did not, of course,conformto thestereotypein thathis wife wasthebreadwinnerfrom

themid 1860s.

Whetheror not Thomas'sremarksregardingthe 'proverbialdisenchantment'

of the honeymoonwere applicableto his own marriageand were instrumentalin its

evolutionto permanentcelibacy,we do not know. It seemsremarkablethat Thomas,

havingdiscoveredthe so-calledsafeperiodandenthusiasticallypublicisedit, did not

practiceit in his own marriage.Perhapsby this time the celibatehabit hadbecomeso

ingrainedthat therewasno desireto resurrectwhat may havebeenan unsatisfactory

sexualrelationship.Perhapshefelt it would bea betrayalof his high idealsto abandon

the self-controlso successfullypractised. He wrote in DutiesofParents 'Whenonce

we have accustomedourselvesto self-restraintfor monthstogether,it will become

easyto us; andeveryyearwill addto ourpowerof self-control.,109

The marriage of John Stuart Mill and Harriet Taylor was also celibate.

Phyllis Rose'sdescription of the Mills' relationship acknowledgesthe 'psychic'

natureof thatunion:

To understandthe story of Mill's affair with Harriet Taylor one must
appreciatethe disgustfor sex which marriage[to Taylor] had left her with,
the low estimationof sexualactivity which they shared,andtheir conviction
that in eachothertheyhadfound thehighestcompanionshipof which human
beingswerecapable,a love compoundedonly of spirit andintellect,with no
earthly dross,a love at the high endof the platonic ideal - the greatestgoal
life hasto offer.110

In theEarly Draft of his autobiographyMill wroteofHarrietandhimself:

107 Jalland.Women,Marriage & Politics. p. 171.
101 1.8. Mill. Principles0/Political Economywith someo/theirapplicationsto socialphilosophy.

(1848),p. 372.
109 Haslam.Duties.p. 135.
110 Rose. Parallel Lives.p.111.
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'We disdained,aseveryperson,not a slaveof his animalappetitesmustdo, the abject

notion that the strongestand tenderestfriendship cannotexist betweena man and a

womanwithout a sensualrelation.'III The ideal of sexualtemperancewithin marriage

mustbeviewedwithin thecontextof the prevailingsexualdiscourseof Haslam'sday.

Szreterarguesthatfrom the 1830sand1840sonwardstherewas:

a consensusregardingthenormalityof self-controlandmoderationin sexas
the sign of the properly adjustedspiritually healthyand civilised individual
... Sexualself-controlandsexualcontinencewerenow viewedasspiritually
correct forms of conjugal behaviour, which incidentally implemented
Malthusianprudence.Indeed,this wassomethingwhich later in the century
couldcometo assumethestatusofa grandsocialevolutionarygoal.112

This theory elucidatesHaslam'steachingand indeedhis marriage.Having decided

that no childrenwere to be born to the marriagethe logical methodof birth control

wastotal abstinence.The mysteryis, not the celibatemarriage,but ratherthe closely

argued, and warmly defended, birth control pamphlet which demonstratesthat

Haslam,at leastbriefly andtimidly, sawfit to recommendthejoys of sexfor its own

sake. As mentionedearlier, it may havebeenhis work on prostitutionandthe CDAs

which causedhim to re-evaluatehis ideason birth control. The objection of some

feministsto birth control was basedon the fear 'that oncewomenno longer had the

excuseof possiblepregnancy,they would be subjectedto their husbands'every

sexualwhim ... many womenof this period looked on artificial birth control ... as a

meansof reducinga wife to a virtual prostitute.'113 Readersof TheMarriage Problem

who held this point of view would havehadtheir fearsjustified by Haslam'sthesis.

His suggestedrole for theyoungwife is thatof a 'virtual prostitute'preciselybecause

he appearsto have subscribedto the notion of the stereotypicalasexualwoman.

JosephineButler insisted that the double standardof sexual morality, implicit in

Haslam'ssolution for young men unableto control their passionsin the Marriage

Problem,hadto go. TheCDA campaignfoughtagainst'the falseideathat thereis one

III JackStilleinger.(Ed.). TheEarly Draft ofJohnStuartMill's Autobiography.(Urbana:University
of Illinois Press,1961)p.171.
112 Szreter.Fertility. pp. 456-7.
113 Bland.BanishingtheBeast:EnglishFeminism& SexualMorality /885-/9/4.(London:Penguin,
1995.)p. 19. The Men andWomen'sClub wasa radicaldiscussiongroupfoundedby Karl Pearson,
latera leadingeugenist,in 1885.Theaim of theclub wastheexchangeof ideasbetweenmenand
womenwith a consequentbreakingdownof barriers.Manyof thewomenmemberswerecommitted
feminists.
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codeof morality for menandanotherfor women... which has moreor lesscoloured

and shapedthe whole of our social life.' 114 Repealersultimately soughtto purify the

male. JosephineButler arguedthat it wasthe maleclient 'backedby the medicallust

of handlingand dominatingwomen',and not the prostitute,who was the sourceof

moral andphysicalcontagion.IIS Haslam'spamphleton prostitution(1870) identified

'men's unchastity' as the causeof prostitution.1I6 His Duties of Parents demands

chastitywithin marriagegiving credenceto Anna'sclaim: 'We alwayspractisedwhat

we preached.'Haslam was no longer willing to preach that women should be

sacrificedto male lust as 'the lesserof two evils.' Men henceforthwere to subjugate

andcontrol suchfeelingsandto endeavourto emulatethe highermoral standardsof

womenwho 'are naturally finer and purer in their organisation'and 'in all matters

respectingconnubial indulgence ... should ... determine how frequently... such

indulgenceis admissible.'117Haslam,in DutiesofParents, was still an advocate of

family limitation. Now, however,small families wereto beachievedby the 'powerof

self-commandwhich will enable us to abstain from indulgencewhere parentage

would be wrong.'118 He gaveadviceon the optimal times for conceptionwhich he

gaugedas 'first threeor four daysafter the cessationof the menstrualdisturbance'1I9

Ironically, this work which eschewsbirth control and recommendedintercoursefor

procreationonly, is, by default,a muchmoreaccuratecontraceptionprimer than The

Ma"iage Problem.If readers,attemptingto conceive,obeyedHaslam'sinstructions

on timing andalsohis edict that intercourse,otherthanfor procreativereasonsshould

beavoided,it is extremelyunlikely thatpregnancyresulted.

DutiesofParentsalso containsdetailedadviceon the moral and intellectual

training of children which is high-minded rather than practical. Recommended

reading for parentsincluded Mill's Political Economy, Trall's SexualPhysiology,

HerbertSpencer'sEducationand SocialStatics,Dr. Miller's Vital Force andvarious

volumeson child rearing. Although much of the advice in this manual is for the

edification of the less privileged, the expected readership is middle-class and

114 JosephineButler. SocialPurity: AnAddressGivenat Cambridge, /879. p. 5.
lIS JosephineButler. 'Introduction.' J. Butler(00.) Women'sWorkand Women'sCulture. (1869)
p. xxxvii.
116 ThomasHaslam.A FewWordsonProstitutionand theContagiousDiseasesActs. (Dublin: Webb,
1870)p.3.
117 Haslam.Duties.p. 39.
III Ibid. p. 132.
119 Ibid p. 54.
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educated.Haslamsuggestedthe publicationof a seriesof 'easymanuals'producedin

'simplelanguage'publishedat oneor two shillingsPervolumeasthese'would prove

an invaluable boon to parentsof small means and imPerfect culture.'120 While

emphasiswas placed on moral training Haslam was reticent about the need for

religiouseducation:

In the presentdistractedstateof theworld in mattersof faith, thequestionof
doctrinal instructionis full of difficulty; but parentsareboundto investigate
the truth for themselvesand to countenanceno religious creedwhich does
not commandtheir entireconviction. 'Proveall things; hold fast to what is
good;' is amaximwhich shouldguideus in this scepticalera.121

Haslam was qualified to write on the educationof children. His eXPerienceas a

teacher,andindeedaspupil, obviouslycolouredhis adviceto dutiful parents. He was

opposedto boardingschools:

whereboysandgirls arebanishedfor the greaterpartof the yearbeyondthe
rangeof parentalobservation,there is no limit to the danger.Their health
may be broken down through insufficiency of food or exercise; their
facultiesmay be injured by unsuitabletasks;their affectionsmay be chilled
throughwantof sympathy;their consciencemay be hardenedby oppressive
punishments;their standardof charactermay be lowered through the
inculcationof meanprinciples;or their moralsmay becorruptedthroughthe
exampleofdepravedschoolfellows.122

He had, of coursebeenat boardingschool himself. In his time at Mountmellick

School children were not allowed home for holidays. A contemporary at

Mountmellick wrote: 'Parentsand children seldommet. I was only home for two

nightsin threeand-halfyears.No vacations. In thesetimeswe did not think of them.'

In Mountmellick,a four-weekvacationwasofficially grantedin 1853.123

Teacherswerenot necessarilyto blameif childrenturn out badly. 'In justice

to the many admirablemen and women who devote their lives to the scholastic

profession... the fault lies, not in the deficienciesof the teacher,but in the evil

dispositionwhich thosechildrenreceivedat birth.' Thereis evidencefrom Ackworth

School that Thomas Haslam was an able teacher. The Ackworth Old Scholars

Associationdescribedhis temporaryappointmentas 'Masteron Duty' in glowing

120 Ibid p. 98.
121 Ibid p. 106.
122 Ibid. p. 108.
123 OneHundredYearsojMountme/lickSchoo/.(Dublin: Webb,1836) p.31.
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terms: 'Foundschool in greatdisorder,but in threemonths'by his resolutewill [he]

converteda tangleofconfusioninto a perfectmachine.,,124

While Haslamdid not 'underratethoseelegantaccomplishments'of a 'liberal

education'he recommendedasvital, a knowledgeof the 'rights andduties' involved

in 'complexrelationswith our fellows.' An understandingof:

The relationsof husbandand wife, of parentand child, of employerand
employed,of landlord and tenant,of the peopleand the government;the
lawswhich regulatetheproductionanddistributionof wealth; the natureand
useof money; ... the origin and cure of pauperism... the influenceof co­
operationwith tradesunionsin extendingor reducingpauperism

wasvital for peopleto ensuretheywerenot unknowinglyeithervictims of injusticeor

that theydid not inflict it uponothers.125
:

Someletterssurvivewhich reveal the positive responseto DutiesofParents.

As already mentioned,Elizabeth Wolstenholmejudged it to be a 'most valuable'

book.126 Maria Tod, mother of Isabella, thought the topic discussedwas of 'vital

importance'which hadbeen'judiciously handled.'127 Mrs. Tod subsequentlysentthe

book to her sonJamesin Melbournewhere it was passedaroundamonga group of

friends. One of them a Mr. Evanswrote that, despitethe opinion of two clergymen

who thought the aim of connubialtemperance'impossible'and 'againstnature' he

thought'so far asa manis a true Christianwill his spiritual naturegovernhis animal

nature& make its instinctssubservientto their properends.'Haslam's'little book'

was responsiblefor the 'commencementof their real union of happiness',where

husbandsand wives having read the book had actedupon its 'principles'. Another

acquaintanceof Tod, Mr Featherstonehaugh,'the English Church clergymenlately

inhibited from preachingon accountof his disbeliefin eternalpunishment'wanteda

dozencopiessentto him.l28 IsabellaTod forwardedthis letterto AnnaHaslamasking

that copiesof the bookbe sentto Australia. Isabella,friend andco-workerwith Anna

in manycauses,expressedconcernthattheHaslams'havehada greatdealof expense

124 36th AnnualReportofAckworthOldScholarsAssociation.p. 61.
115 Haslam.Duties. pp. 95, 89-90.
126 E. C. Wolstenholmeto AH andTJH. 28 Jan.1873.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66ft.
127 Maria I. W. Too to TJH. 1November1872.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66ft.
121 J. Evansto JamesToo Feb. 1875(copy in TJH'shand)DX/66ft.
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with the book' and assuredher that 'Mr. F.' wished to purchaseit: 29 Another

correspondentthoughtthe book 'perfectly free ... from any religious expressionsor

ratherdogmatic& sectarianexpressions,'but was saddenedbecausethe ideals laid

downin thebookwereunlikely to berealised.Howeversherealisedthat 'Mr. Haslam

would not be writing to his 'highestlight' nor in accordancewith his bestprinciples'

hadhesoughtmoreattainablegoals.130

Haslam had again sent a book to Newman with a covering letter that

courageouslyaccusedhim of not treatinghis '<:Edipus [The Marriage Problem] with

fairness.' Newman, although he has not had time to read the book, immediately

recognisedthe considerabledifference between the books: 'I never could have

guessedthe samepersonto havewritten the <:Edipusand this new book ... At first

sight 1 regardthe two to havecomefrom oppositesides.'He judgedHaslamto be

'now more ascetic'than he was: 'if I differ from you now it is because1 find you

outran me in your claims of subduinginstinct & passion.'Newman thought that

Haslamhad incorrectly identified 'mutualpassion'as 'lust'. He thoughtHaslamhad

assumedhis 'first principlestoo quickly.' HoweverNewman'mostwarmly' agreed

with all he had to say 'about the wife being arbiter in this sacredmatter.'131 In a

secondletter, Newmanhadsomeadvicefor Haslam: 'If you wish your treatiseto be

effective, the more you cut off from it what is superfluous& what stirs up doubt or

opposition,the better ...On mattersso secret& sacred& little discussedpremature

dogmatism is very irritating to people.' Newman was anxious to avoid further

correspondence:'I will try andsaynothingwhich shall requirea newletterfrom you.'

He challengedHaslam's suggestionsthat the unfit must not be allowed breed:

'Indirectmethodsmustbeused... To forbid their marriagewould bea crime; to forbid

their propagation,an insanity. To dissuade,seemsto me a waste of labour.' He

thoughtdoctorshad 'enormously'exaggeratedthe 'doctrineof hereditaryweakness.'

Bad rearing is worseby far than unfavourableparentage.'Newmanwas 'very glad'

thatHaslamhad'renounced<:Edipus.'132

Haslam'sDuties of Parents was written at a time when he had become

involved in the campaign against the Contagious DiseasesActs (CDAs). The

129 IsabellaTod to AH. 18 May 1875.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66fl.
130 AnnaVarianto AH. 29Oct. (No year)Hull University Library. DX/66fl.
131 FrancisW. Newmanto TJH. IONov. 1872.Hull UniversityLibrary. DX/66ft.
132 Ibid IS Nov. 1872.
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campaignandthe researchfor his pamphletA Few Wordson Prostitution(1870)may

have affectedhis thinking on birth control, abstinenceand sexuality. One of the

arguments against the CDAs was that the legislation facilitated promiscuity,

prostitution and disease.The advocatesof the acts believed prostitution to be a

necessity.Haslam may have reconsideredhis birth control pamphlet,which also

suggestedthatprostitution,or a compliantwife, wasa necessityfor passionateyoung

men.TheCDAs andHaslam'spamphletwill bediscussedin thenextchapter.

EssentiallyHaslam'smessagein Duties ofParentswas of the necessityof

learningnewhabitsof sexualcontinence,of thrift, hygieneandof moral andphysical

purity. Parentswho succeededby a combinationof willpower and educationin

acquiring these admirable traits would, in tum, pass them on to their offspring,

ensuringthe ultimateperfectionof mankind. He privilegedmotherhood,particularly

the role of themotherasprincipalmoraleducatorof the child. Lucy Blandhaswritten

that feminists of the late nineteenthcentury 'were in favour of the learningof new

habits- newwaysof thinking andbehaving.'Her descriptionof how thesenewhabits

were to be learntandtransmittedcould be usedto describethe messageof Haslam's

book:

Learning these new habits would entail an extensive programme of
education- of children,menandwomen.Childrenwere to be given a basic
programmeof sexeducationwhile menwereto betaughtthe valueof living
by an equal moral standard.Women neededto be educatedabout human
physiologyand sexuality,both for their own protection,and also to equip
them,asmothers,for thetaskof teachingtheir children.

Haslamstressedtheneedfor suchaneducationprogramme.Parentswho so educated

themselveswould passon to their offspring the benefitsof their learning and the

charactertraits that it fostered. His messagethat women should have the right to

negotiatehow frequently or better still how seldom, sexual intercourseoccurred

within a marriage,was full of optimismfor the eventualbettermentof mankind.His

beliefsweretypical of mainstreamfeminist thought: 'Armedwith suchknowledge[of

humanphysiologyand sexuality] ... wives ... would insist on the highestmorality

from their husbands... throughthe law of inheritance,womenwould passon to their

offspringthemoral tendenciesof their husbandsandthemselves.'133

133 Bland.BanishingtheBeast.pp. 83-4.
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While to the modemreader,Haslam'sDutiesofParentsmay seemnaiveand

impossiblyhigh-minded,his ideasweretypical of a strandof Victorian thinking. His

cited authoritiesincludedrespectedmedical men and social theorists. The work is

typical of theVictorianmarriagemanualasdescribedby PorterandHall:

What the young needed was not sexual knowledge but sermons in
temperanceand alternativemores,the pleasuresof domesticaffection and
companionshipand improvement,education,thrift, characterbuilding and
piety. Sexualself-restraintnow becamea centralvirtue in a new kind of ...
anti sensualistmatrimonialadvicemanual.134

ThomasHaslam'sworks on birth control andmorality are importantindicatorsof his

growth as a feminist thinker. Although an advocateof the equalityof womensince

the 1850s,he was influencedby contemporarybeliefs inthe stereotypeof the asexual

womanandin the 'coital imperative'of maledesire.BetweenTheMarriage Problem

(1868) and DutiesofParents(1872), he underwenta changeof heartregardinghis

theoriesof male sexuality.From henceforthhe demandedof men what society had

hitherto demandedof women. His commitmentto the limitation of family size

continuedbut his suggestedmethodwas now predicatedon male self-control. With

his beliefin thestereotypicalVictorian passionlesswoman,his birth controlpamphlet,

for all its recommended'natural' method,could only spell further exploitation of

thesewomen. Haslamnow demandedfrom othersthe standardsby which he had

lived sincehis marriagein 1854.

134 Porter& Hall. FactsofLife.p. 127-8.
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Chapter4

tMrs. Haslamhasworkedwell in Dublin '1:
An accountof the Haslams'participation in the campaignagainst the
ContagiousDiseasesActs.

The campaign against the Contagious Diseases Acts (CDAs) was

enthusiasticallysupportedby Thomasand Anna Haslam. Anna was a prominent

member of the Ladies' National Association for the Abolition of Government

Regulationof Vice (LNA); Thomascontributeda pamphlerto the debateand, as a

memberof the NationalAssociationfor the Repealof the ContagiousDiseasesActs,

(NARCDA), waspresenton theplatformatmanypublic meetingsfor therepealof the

legislation.3 The Haslams'commitmentto the repeal of the CDAs was sustained;

Anna later said: 'That fight ... took us eighteenyears.,4The CDAs, introducedin

1864in specifiedgarrisontowns in GreatBritain andIreland,werean attemptby the

governmentto addressthe alarming prevalenceof venereal diseaseamong the

military. The Acts allowed for the compulsoryexaminationof suspectedprostitutes

for venerealdiseaseand for their subsequentdetentionandtreatment. The campaign

wasa watershedin the developmentof feminist activism; it enabledwomento speak

in public on whatwashithertounspeakable,to organiseandto lobby: 'TheLNA was

a political nurseryin which womenlearnt to withstandmale hostility, and acquired

tactical skills.'s The campaignagainstthe Acts, also clarified feminist objectionsto

theprevailingsexualdoublestandard.

FoucaulthasdefinedtheageofVictoria asanerain which 'sexwasdrivenout

of hiding and constrainedto lead a discursiveexistence.,6 The result was less a

discourseon sex than a 'multiplicity of discoursesproducedby a whole seriesof

mechanismsoperatingin different institutions.'Ironically, suchdiscoursestestify to a

massivefocuson sexuality,the ultimateareaof privacy. It emergedasa major social

issue and permeatedpolitical debate and public policy. Foucault called it an

I LNA AnnualReport. 1870.p. 12.
2 ThomasHaslam.A Few WordsonProstitutionand TheContagiousDiseasesActs(Dublin: Webb,
1870).
) Thomas is listedasa 'ProvincialMember' in the 'Vice-Presidents,GeneralExecutiveandFinance
Committees,andOfficersSection'of theNARCDA membershiplist. AnnualReport1881.
4 'Pioneersof Feminismin Ireland.'TheIrish Citizen. 21 March 1914.p. 347.
5 PaulMcHugh.ProstitutionandVictorian SocialReform. (London:CroomHelm, 1980),p. 165.
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'explosion of distinct discursivities which took form in demography,biology,

medicine,psychiatry,psychology,ethics,pedagogy,andpolitical criticism.'7 Haslam,

in his pamphleteering,wasin his own, albeitminor way, a partof this discursiveness;

he cited demographic,biological, medical and ethical authoritiesin supportof his

contributionto thesexualdebate.

The 'multiplicity of discourse'definedby Foucaultappliesespeciallyto the

subjectof prostitution;in the nineteenthcenturyit becamethe targetof scrutiny in a

wide rangeofpublications:

Parliamentaryreports and state legislation, police statistics and medical
investigation,lettersandarticlesin newspapersandperiodicals,evangelical
manifestosandreligioussermons,novelsandpoems... the prostitutewas ...
the subjectof social investigationandphilanthropicconcernandthe focusof
thedevelopingscienceofmoralstatistics.8

Medicine and the law assumedincreasinglyimportant roles in the constructof the

official normsof sexuality.As we haveseen,the definition of normsof sexualand

moral behaviourwas genderspecific. The male sexual urge was seenas active,

'inherentandspontaneous',while the femaledesirewaspassiveandresponsive.9 The

perceived difference between active male and passive female sexuality was

encapsulatedwithin a double standard,producing a 'concept... of sexual mores

which condonessexualactivity in menasa signof "masculinity"whilst condemning

it in womenas a sign of deviantor Pathologicalbehaviour.'10 The domainof the

sexuallypassivemiddle-classlady wasthe privatesphereof which shewasguardian.

She was responsiblefor the constructionand maintenanceof domesticand social

order and her moral purity ensuredthat the home was a spiritual haven for her

husbandand children. A contemporaryjournal summedup the role and its rewards

neatly:

High-minded,noble,delicate,trustingto herinstinctsandnotashamedof the
femininequality of herbrain ... gratefulfor thegraciousdutiesof herhome­
grateful for the preciousburdenof maternity- grateful that her path lies in
shelteredways.11

6 Michel Foucault TheHistoryofSexuality:An Introduction. (London:Penguin,1984),p. 33.
7 Ibid.
• LyndaNead.MythsofSexuality.(Oxford: Blackwell, 1988),p. 97.
9 W.R. Greg. 'Prostitution.'The WestminsterReview. 53, 1850.pp. 456-7.
10 Nead.MythsofSexuality.p. 6.
II 'TheInfluenceof Women'.The Magdalene'sFriend vol. 5. (1864),p. 174.
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This definition of femalesexualityand morality was classspecific. Clearboundaries

were created between the 'respectable' lady's asexuality and the prostitute's

wantonness.The two typesof women wereseento be diametricallyopposedandto

operate in separatespheres. Ironically, some opined that the existenceof the

prostitutewasessentialto preservationof thepurity of the lady in theprivatesphere.12

In Britain, betweenmid-centuryand 1870, when ThomasHaslampublished

his pamphleton prostitution, the recognisedauthority on the subjectwas William

Acton whoseProstitution Consideredin its Moral, SocialandSanitaryAspectswas

publishedin 1857andreissuedin a revisededition in 1870. Acton, born in 1814,was

a memberof theRoyal Collegeof Surgeonswho hadstudiedin Parisunderoneof the

foremostmenin the field of venereology,Phillipe Riccord.13 HaslamrespectedActon

asa medicalauthorityandquotedhis theoriesin DutiesofParents. In the prefaceto

the 1870revisededition of his work on prostitution,Acton acknowledgedthat in the

twelve yearsthat had elapsedsincethe first edition of the work, 'prostitutionand its

attendantevil has beenthe subjectof anxious inquiry' and of legislation he could

'claim without vanity, to havein somemeasure,pavedthe way for.'14 The legislation

to which Acton referredwastheContagiousDiseasesActs (CDAs) of 1864,1866,and

1869.

In 1864 the British parliament provided for the physical examinationof

allegedprostitutesfor evidenceof venerealdisease.IS The legislation permittedthe

apprehensionof a suspected'commonprostitute'within ten miles of the major naval

and military stationsof elevendesignated'protecteddistricts' including, in Ireland,

The Curragh, Cork and Queenstown.(The 1866 Act allowed for an extra two

designateddistrictsby the additionof Chathamand Windsor). The allegedprostitute

wassubjectedto a compulsorymedicalexaminationby a navalor military surgeon.If

shewere found to be sufferingfrom venerealdisease,shebecameliable to detention

in a lock ward for a period (by 1869) of up to nine months,during which shewas

12 W.E.H. Lecky. History ofEuropeanMoralsfrom Augustusto Charlemagne.(London,1897),vol. 2.
p. 283. William Acton wrote: 'Someconsiderthatprostitutionis thesafetyvalveof society.'
Prostitution. p. 166.
13 Anne Humphreys.'BiographicalNote' in facsimileed.of: William Acton. ProstitutionConsidered
in its Moral, SocialandSanitaryAspectsin LondonandotherLargeCitiesandTowns.2nded.,
(London:Cass,1972),p. v. Originally publ. London:Churchill, 1870.
14 Acton. Prostitution.pp. [v], vi.
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compelledto undergofortnightly inspection.Refusalto comply,or the leavingof the

hospital without formal discharge,was a summaryoffence for which a gaol term

could be imposed. Therewas no right of appealandno recourseto habeascorpus.

Womenonly wereexamined;no attemptwasmadeto inspecttheir clients.The 1869

Act extendedthe provisionsof the 1866 to a further six stations, lengthenedthe

maximumperiodof incarcerationto nine monthsandallowedfor five daysdetention

of thewomenif theywere'unfit' for examination(Le. menstruating).16

The CDAs highlight the confusion that underpinnedthe dominant sexual

ideology of the period and they provided 'one of the major siteswhere conflicting

Victorian views on sexuality were both expressedand generated.'17 They were not

designedto rid the protecteddistrictsof commercialsexbut ratherto ensurethat the

concomitantvenereal infection was held in check.18 The supportersof the Acts

regardedprostitution as a necessaryevil. Unlike Haslam, they did not see the

prostitute as victim, but as vendor of commercialsex and, as such, a conduit of

disease.Their concernwas the provision of uninfectedsex to military and naval

consumersof the commodity.The theorythat youngmen'shealthwasdependenton

regularsexualrelations,referredto above,wasalsorelevantto the formulatingof the

Acts. Marriagewas 'restrictedby regulationto aboutsix percentof enlistedmen...

this "bachelorarmy" wasaccustomedto tum to prostitutes,hordesof whom were to

be found in dockyardsand garrisontowns.'19 The obvioussolutionof allowing such

mento marrywascontraryto governmentthinking at thetime:

the governmentcouldnot rely on the loyalty of thesociallyunderprivileged,
it had to preventtroopsand citizens from acquiringcommoninterestsand
common ties. Instead of creating a national citizen militia therefore, a
bachelor professionalarmy without family ties was assembledin large
depOtsandmovedregularlyaboutthecountry.20

To Haslam,soldierswere 'compulsorycelibates,'but he had little sympathyfor their

plight; hecalledthemthe 'dregsof our population'andadvocated,asdid manyof the

IS Act for the PreventionofContagiousDiseasesat CertainNavalandMilitary Stations,27 & 28 Vict.
c. 85; Act for the BetterPreventionof ContagiousDiseases... 29 & 30 Vict. c. 96; Act to Amendthe
CDA, 1866,32 & 33 Vict. c. 86.
16 TheActs of 1866and 1869,togetherwith a minoramendmentof 1868,wereknowncollectivelyas
theCDAs 1866-1868.
17 Roy PorterandLesleyHall. The Factso/Life: TheCreationo/Sexua/Knowledgein Britain /650-
/950. (New Haven:Yale UniversityPress,1995), p. 138.
II PhilippaLevine. FeministLivesin Victorian England (Oxford: Blackwell, 1990),p. 84.
19 McHugh. Prostitution.p. 18.
20 Brian Harrison.'UnderneaththeVictorians.' Victorian Studies.March. 1967.p. 257.
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opponentsof the Acts, that the men be allowed marry. He questioned'whetherthe

reputedsecurityderived from our army and navy is adequatecompensationfor the

moralevils which they inflict uponthecommunity.,21Many of thosewho opposedthe

CDAs 'were driven by the logic of the situation into becomingarmy reformers.,22

Haslam called for changealso: 'A higher class of men must be allured into the

profession,mustbe remuneratedin proportionto the intrinsic valueof their services,

andmustbeencouragedto marry in the interestof public morals.,23

The military debacleof the CrimeanWar, wheremorepeopledied in hospital

than had been killed on the field, profoundly shockedthe people of the United

Kingdom. Pressreports revealedthe bestial living conditionsof the soldier in the

field. The ensuing Royal Commission on the Health of the Army in 1857

acknowledgedthat therewasa higherincidenceof venerealdiseaseamongthe armed

servicesthan in the civilian population. An army statistical departmentproduced

annualstatisticswhich listed the incidencesof venerealdiseaseand ultimately led to

the CDA of 1864. The returnson admissionsto hospitalof military and naval men

showa very high rateof hospitalisationfor venerealdiseases.(40% in Limerick and

Dublin; almost 35% in Cork, 37% in the Curragh, and an astonishing50% in

Portsmouth).24 Acton, having analysedthe Army Medical DepartmentReport for

1868, wrote: 'It appears,then, from this and subsequentstatisticsthat aboutone in

three soldierssuffers from somevenerealcomplaint.' The percentageamongnaval

personnelwaslower. A navalreportfor 1864and 1865revealedthatover 11%of the

total force sufferedfrom either gonorrhreaor syphilis: 'Thesediseases(venereal)

appearas a certainsequenceof leave... Our mencontractedthe diseasein Plymouth

andPortsmouthanda few casesoccurredafter leaveatCork.'25

Haslam'spamphleton prostitutionwaspublishedwithin weeksof the startof

the organizedcampaignagainstthe Acts. We do not know if the publicity attendant

on the startof the campaignwasthe catalystfor the Pamphlet,but, it is clearthat he

meantit to be a contributionto the argumentsagainstthe Acts. It is interestingto

21 Haslam.Prostitution.p. 7.
22 Harrison.'UnderneaththeVictorians.'p. 257.
23 Haslam.Prostitution. pp. 7-8.
24 Reportfrom theSelectCommitteeon theContagiousDiseasesAct J866; togetherwith the
proceedingsoftheCommittee,P.P,. 1868-9(306)VII. Appendix,no. 4, p. 88.
25 Acton. Prostitution. pp. 58,64-5.
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comparehis generalremarksonprostitutionwith thoseof William Acton who defined

theprostituteas:

a mereinstrumentof impurity; degradedandfallen sheextractsfrom the sin
of others the meansof living, corrupt and dependenton corruption, and
thereforeinteresteddirectly in the increaseof immorality - a social pest,
carrying contaminationand foulness to every quarter to which she has
accesS.26

He sawprostitutionin economictermsof supply and demand: '[The] desireof the

maleis thewantthatproducesthedemand,ofwhich prostitutionis a result,andwhich

is, in fact, the artificial supply of a natural demand.,27 Haslam, in his pamphlet,

definedeconomicnecessityasoneof thecausesof prostitution.The povertyof young

men delayed marriage thereby creating a demand for prostitution. The lack of

'remunerativeoccupationby a very large proportion of our unmarriedwomen is

perhapsa still morepowerfulagentin its production.,28

Acton did not supportLecky's thesisthat the prostitute:'Herselfthe supreme

type of vice, sheis ultimately the mostefficient guardianof virtue. But for her, the

unchallengedpurity of thousandsof happyhomeswould be polluted.,29 He disagreed

with the model of prostituteas the 'safety valve of society' and assertedthat any

'diminutionof the numberof prostitutes'would not mean'that the manwho will use

a harlot is preparedto insult or injure a modestwomen.,30Haslamdid not addressthis

question,althoughwe know from TheMarriage Problemthat he recommendedbirth

control in marriageas a meansof keepingyoung menaway from prostitutes;in his

laterwork, however,self-controlwasrecommended.

Haslam'spamphletis anunambiguouslyfeminist tract. He wasunequivocalin

blaming 'men'sunchastityandmen'sinjustice' (the italics are his) as being 'mainly

responsiblefor this crying wrong [prostitution].' He deridedthe theory 'that chastity

is dangerousto the healthof menandthat thereforeits violation is lawful, if not even

praiseworthy.'He could not find any evidencefor this but even'were it everso true

thatchastityis incompatiblewith health... it is neverthelessour duty to sacrificeeven

our health,ratherthan commita brutal outragefor its preservation.The virtue of our

26 Ibid p. 166.
21 Ibid. p. 162.
21 Haslam.Prostitution. pp. [1 ]-2.
29 Lecky. History o/EuropeanMorals. p.283.
30 Acton. Prostitution. p. 166.
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womenis infinitely moreimportantthanthe healthof our male fornicators.,31 Acton,

as a medical man, was cYnical that celibacycausedill-health in young men: 'It is

assertedby somewriters that indulgencein sexual intercourseis necessaryfor the

maleassoonashehas attainedpuberty'andwondersif this theoryis 'not simply due

to the maginationof prejudicedadvocatesof immorality and wickedness.'Even if

sucha theoryweretrue, resortingto prostituteswasnot theanswer;rather'thecureis

to befound in thecricket-field,theriver, or theracquet-court.,32

Haslamsubscribedunambivalendyto thestereotyPeof theprostituteasvictim

whose adoption of the profession was the result of seduction and subsequent

abandonmentand, simultaneously,to the stereotyPeof the asexual reSPeCtable

woman.Acton andGregsharedthis latterperception.Acton wrote: 'The majority of

women (happily for them) are not very much troubled with sexual feeling of any

kind.'33 Greg also wroteof the absenceof 'ready,strongand spontaneousdesirein

women.,34 There were some dissenting contemporaryvoices; Dr. CulverweU,

memberof the Royal College of Surgeons,assertedthe female sexualdesirewas

healthy: 'Thebesttestof their healthyconditionwill bethepresenceof desireandthe

enjoymentof the orgasmsimultaneouslywith the husband.,3S Many late twentieth

century writers on the period disagreethat the contemporaryperceptionof the

Victorian womanwasof an asexualbeing.Revisionistsarguethat representationsof

repressiveand repressedVictorian sexualitywere basedsolely on the writings of a

few 'experts' such as Acton and Greg. They challengethe notion that Victorian

womenwereviewedaspassionlessby citing the rangeof nineteenthcenturypopular

medicaladvice, literatureand personaldocumentsthat acknowledgeand affirm the

presenceof female sexual feelings.36 Haslam, however, would appearto have

subscribedfully to the stereotyPeas defined by Acton: 'so pure-heartedas to be

31 Haslam.Prostitution.pp. 3, 4.
32 Acton. Prostitution.p. 163.
33 William Acton. The FunctionsandDisordersoftheReproductiveOrgansin Childhood, Youth,
AdultAge,andin AdvancedLife Consideredin their PhysiologicalSocialandMoral Relations.4th ed.
(London:Churchill, 1865),p. 112. In later editionsthis became'happily for society.'
34 [W.R. Greg.] 'Prostitution'in WestminsterReview.53, 1850,pp. 456-7.
35 R.J.Culverwell. OnSingleandMarried Life: or theInstitution0/Marriage, its Intent, Obligations,
and PhysicalandConstitutionalDisqualifications.(New York: Kline, 1882),p. 47.
36 SeeCarolZ. StearnsandPeterN. Steams.'Victorian Sexuality:CanHistoriansdo it Better?'
Journalo/SocialHistory. Summer1985.pp. 625-634; Carl N. Degler. 'WhatOughtto Be andWhat
was: Women'sSexualityin the NineteenthCentury.'AmericanHistorical Review.79, no. 5, (1974),
pp. 1468-1491;PeterGay.EducationoftheSenses,vol. 1: The Bourgeois Experience.Victoria to
Freud (New York: ), 1984.
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utterly ignorantof andaverseto anysensualindulgence,but sounselfishlyattachedto

the man she loves, as to be willing to give up her own wishesand feelings for his

sake.'37 This is preciselywhatHaslamrecommendedin TheMarriage Problemwhen

he suggestedthat 'loving' youngwives, irrespectiveof inclination, shouldsurrender

to the sexual imperativeof their husbands'desire.38 Nowhere in his prostitution

pamphletdid Haslamsuggestthat a seducedwomanmay havedesiredseductionor

even been the seducer. Nor did he differentiate betweenthe sexuality of the

'respectable'womanandthatofher lessfortunatesister. Generally,therewasnot the

sameexpectationof chastityfrom womenof the lower classes.A governmentreport

of 1843 containedevidenceof a 'particulardeficiency ... as to chastity' in women

employedasagriculturalworkers: 'they seemhardly to comprehendor value it as a

virtue.,39 Haslam was not class specific in his remarks.His stressingof 'men's

unchastityandmen'sinjustice ... the unchastitywhich sacrificeswomanto an animal

lust' illustratesthe point; he clearly did not seethe fallen womanas contributingto

her downfall. He defmed male sexual behaviour to women, who subsequently,

throughnecessity,becomeprostitutes,as'theunchastitywhichsacrificeswomanto an

animallust, thecrueltywhichdesertsherwhenthat lusthasbeenappeased.'He called

suchmen 'the immolatorsof woman... their original betrayersandtheir subsequent

co-partners in the sin of fornication.'40 He consideredthat all prostituteswere

originally seducedandthenabandonedandthat suchseductionis a greaterevil than

prostitution:

Fornication with prostitutes is no doubt a fearful transgression;it is
unspeakablydegradingto boththevictim andtheparticipant;neverthelessin
a moral and social point of view, it is infinitely less criminal than the
original actof seductionfollowed by thedesertionof thevictim.

His solution was enforcedmarriage: 'In the eye of true morality the man who
persuadesa virgin girl to surrenderto his passion,is boundto makeherhis wife, and
to concede her every privilege to which his legal wife would be entitled.'41

Presumably,hemeanta seducedandpregnantyoungwoman.Perhapsin anerawhen
arrangedmarriageswerenot unusual,to condemna coupleto a marriagewhich wasa
legalpunishmentto oneof them,wasnot asbizarrea notionasit appearstoday; it is,

37 Acton. Functions.p. 114.
31 Haslam.Marriage. p. 12.
39 ReportofSpecia/AssistantPoorLawCommissionerson theEmploymentofWomenand Children in
Agriculture. (1843),p. 201.Citedin Keith Thomas.'DoubleStandard'.p.206: SeealsoLancet10
April 1969.p. 500.
40 Haslam.Prostitution.pp. 3, 4.
41 Ibid pp. 4-5.
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after all, a versionof the clichedshotgunweddingwherethe agentof coercionis the
stateratherthanthe irate fatherof the 'ruined'girl. Marriage,evenunderduress,was
perhapsa betteroption thanthe nineteenth-centuryversionof single-parenthoodfor a
youngwoman.Thepracticalitiesof provingseductionor of finding a seducerwho had
abandonedhis 'victim' wasnot addressed.Interestingly,however,Haslam'sagenda
for reformincludesfull political participationby women:

Whethersucha measurewill bespeedilyenactedit is impossibleto predict;
but it is certain to be enforcedas soon as our women are allowed their
rightful voice in thepassingof thoselawsuponwhich thewell-beingof both
sexesis equallydependent.42

Acton, too, demandedreform of the law but stoppedshort of demandingthat the

seducermarry his victim. Instead he proposed'to remodel the laws relating to

seduction,makingthe seducersubstantiallyresponsiblefor the supportof his bastard

offspring, - providing facilities for procuring affiliation orders - and assistingthe

pregnantwoman during her confinement.'He consideredthat his solution would

'decreasethe amount, not only of prostitution but also of ILLEGITIMACY and

INFANTICIDE. ,43

W.R. Greg, in his influential article in the WestminsterReviewpublishedin

1850,presentedseductionandabandonmentasthe precursorsto a life of prostitution:

'For that almost irresistible seriesof sequences,by which one lapse from chastity

conducts ultimately to prostitution.,44 William Rathbone Greg, a failed cotton

manufacturer, earnedhis living by writing on a variety of topics. His work on

prostitution was 'surprisingly direct for its time ... it representedthe first major

penetrationof this emotionallydifficult discussioninto the regularreadingmatterof

the middle classes.,45 Greg pleadedwith his readersto regard 'theseunfortunate

creaturesrather as erring and suffering fellow-creatures,than as the outcastsand

Pariahsthey are now considered.'He arguedthat the fallen woman 'is driven into

prostitutionby the weight of all societypressingupon her.,46Haslamechoedthese

sentiments;he regarded'respectable'womenasthe main offendersin the ostracising

of fallen women:

42 Ibid p. 5.
43 Acton. 'Preface'Prostitution. p. ix.
44 [W.R Greg] 'Prostitution'in WestminsterReview.vol. 53, 1850.p. 471.
45 Keith Nield. 'Introduction'Prostitutionin the Victorian Age.(Famborough:Gregg,1973),[p.14].
46 Greg. 'Prostitution.'p. 471.
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The social ostracismwhich condemnsthe victim of seductionto a life of
perpetualinfamy, is a seriousblot uponthe high characterof the womenof
our country... Castforth from the parentalroofwith scornineffable,refused
admittanceinto virtuouscircles... they haveoftenno availablechoiceexcept
prostitution,starvationor suicide.47

Modem feminist writers challengethe stereotypeof the young woman driven into

prostitutionby seductionandbetrayal:

The stereotypedsequenceof girls seduced,pregnant,andabandoned
to the streetsfitted only a small minority of womenwho ultimately
moved into prostitution ... Difficult circumstancesprecipitatedthe
move into prostitution,but for many, that move still constituteda
choiceamonga seriesof unpleasantalternatives.48

For many, it is argued,it was a matterof a temporarycareermove ratherthan ruin,

causedby 'occupationaldislocation'ratherthan'premaritalsexualityandpregnancy':

For most"public" womenprostitutionrepresentedonly a temporarystagein
their life ... registeredwomenappearto havestayedin prostitutionfor only a
few years ... as long as prostitution representeda temporarystage in a
woman's career, and as long as shecould leaveit at her discretion,she
wasnot irrevocablyscarredor limited in herfuturechoices.,49

Acton, in 1870,acknowledgedthatmanyprostitutessubsequentlymarried:

I haveeveryreasonto believe,thatby far the largernumberof womenwho
haveresortedto prostitutionfor a livelihood, returnsooneror later to a more
or lessregularcourseof life ... the betterinclinedclassof prostitutesbecome
... weddedwives.so

Greg identified mostprostitutesascoming from a class'who wereborn andbred in

sin; whoseparentswerethievesandprostitutesbeforethen... Suchaboundin London,

in Dublin, in Glasgow.,51 He acknowledgedthat therewereprostituteswho are 'poor

women[who] fall in the first instance,from causesin which vice andselfishnesshave

no share.' Haslam, like Greg, was convinced that poverty and the 'want of

remunerativeoccupationby a very large proportion of our unmarried women is

perhapsa ... powerful agentin its production.,s2Greg'sopinion that they were 'born

and bred' to prostitution found no echo in Haslam'swriting. As we have seen,

47 Haslam.Prostitution.p. 3.
... JudithR. Walkowitz. ProstitutionandVictorian Society:Women,ClassandtheState.(Cambridge,
CambridgeUniversity Press,1980),pp. 18-19.
49 Ibid pp. 194, 196.
50 Acton. Prostitution.pp. 39-40.
SI Greg. 'Prostitution.'p. 458.
52 Haslam.Prostitution.p. 2.

127



however,the theoryof inherited'vice' wasaddressedat lengthin Haslam'sDutiesof

Parents,buteventherehewould appearto specifytheusersofprostitutes'servicesas

transmittersof vice ratherthanthe womenthemselves.His espousalof the feminist

causewasall inclusive.

In December1869theNationalAssociationfor the Repealof the Contagious

DiseasesActs (NARCDA) was formed in responseto a proposedextensionof the

CDAs. NARCDA hadexcludedwomenfrom its frrst meeting.Although they were

afterwardsacceptedasmembersthis temporaryexclusionresultedin the formationof

Ladies' National Association (LNA); this was a parallel, but separatist,female

association.JosephineButler emergedasthe charismaticleaderof this groupwhich

mounteda veritablewomen'scrusadeagainsttheActs. Shewasa womanof striking

appearance,a compellingand accomplishedpublic speakerwith power to move an

audience.A contemporaryaccountdescribedher as: 'Elegant,refined ... she gave

quite an original piquancy.Sheexpressedherselfwith greatsimplicity; but by this

simplicity shereachedirresistibleoratoricaleffects.,S3 Her personalcontributionwas

crucial as her 'strengthof personalitysweptothersalong with her.'S4Anna Haslam

said of her effect on a Dublin audience:'Mrs. Butler moved to tearssomeof the

peoplewho would not listen to herat the first. 'ss Her backgroundwasphilanthropic;

'Before launchingher campaignagainstlegalizedprostitution,JosephineButler had

personallybeenengagedin helpingyounggirls andwomengetout of prostitutionon

the docksin Liverpool.'S6 Shehad set up a Home of Rest for 'desperatedestitute

women',manyofwhomwereaffectedby venerealdisease,andwasa leadingmember

of theEnglishmovementfor thehighereducationofwomen.S7

Prior to the campaignagainstthe CDAs therehad beenlittle femaleactivism,

althoughthe Matrimonial Act of 1857 engenderedsomeorganisedprotestand the

suffragecampaignwas in its infancy. The blatantdouble standardcontainedin the

CDAs wasthe catalystwhich movedwomento organiseandprotest. Keith Thomas

has written that the Acts representedthe 'high water mark' of the double standard

53 YvesGuyot'saccountof Butler'saddressto theMunicipal CourtofParis.Citedin NancyBoyd.
JosephineButler, OctaviaHill, FlorenceNightingale: ThreeVictorian WomenwhoChangedthe
World. (London:Macmillan, 1982),p. 49.
54 McHugh.Prostitution.p. 22.
55 'Pioneersof Feminismin Ireland.'TheIrish Citizen.21 Mar. 1914.p. 347.
56 KathleenBarry. TheProstitutionofSexuaJity.(New York: New York UniversityPress,1995),
p.93.
57 NancyBoyd.JosephineButler. pp. 38-9.
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becauseof: 'their blandassumptionthat prostitutionwasa pennanentand necessary

evil and by their direct applicationof the doublestandardin that all regulationsand

medical examinationapplied to the women alone.'58 The CDAs were concerned

'wholly with women as conduitsof infection ... men were never targetsof direct

policeandjudicial scrutiny.,s9Theuseof theeuphemism'public woman'in theActs,

neatly illustratesthe dominant 'separatesphere'ideology in which the woman was

guardian of the private sphere with responsibility for the construction and

maintenanceof domesticandsocialorder. Theoxymoronicjuxtapositionof theword

'public' with 'woman'signified the very antithesisof the feminine ideal. Ironically,

the protestagainstthe injustice of the treatmentof thesepublic womenwas to give

womenactivistsa voice in the public arena;thus they too became,in a mannerof

speaking,'publicwomen'for which theyweremuchcriticised.

By the endof December1869,a generalcommitteeof the Ladies'National

Associationhad been fonned and a Ladies' Protest publishedin the Daily News

signedby 124women,manyof whomwereQuakers. TheProtest'sstatedobjections

to theActs maybesummarisedasfollows:

(a) thesecrecyof its passing;theremovalof legalguaranteesfrom women,

(b) the ill-definednatureof the laws,

(c) thepunishmentofonesexonly,

(c) theeasingof thepathto vice,

(d) theviolationofwomen'sfeelings,

(d) their brutalising by themeasuresof theActs,

(e) the inability of the legislationto eradicatedisease.60

Opponentsof the Acts recognisedthat they gave legal statusto the double

standardof sexuality by setting up a system to attempt to provide disease-free

prostitutesfor thearmyandnavy. Previously:

soldiersandsailorshadbeen inspectedweekly or fortnightly ... for venereal
diseaseuntil FlorenceNightingale and Sidney Herbert, operatingthrough

S8 Keith Thomas.'TheDoubleStandard.'JournaloftheHistory ofIdeas.20, 1959.p. 199.
59 PhilippaLevine. 'WomenandProstitution:Metaphor,Reality,History'. CanadianJournalof
History. XXVIII. Dec. 1993. p.486.
60 Daily News.31 Jan.1869,reproducedin PatriciaHollis. Womenin Public /860-/900:Documentsof
the Victorian Women'sMovements.pp. 208-9.
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their Army SanitaryCommission,stoppedit in 1859-60(or in about1864in
thecaseof sailors)on thegroundsthat it wasdegrading.,61

The participation in the campaignby women was revolutionary. In 1870

societywasunusedto womenspeakingpublicly. Whenthe wives of Henry Fawcett

andP.A. Taylor addresseda suffragemeetingin 1869,the men 'were later criticised

in parliamentfor allowing their wives to behavein so 'advanced'and unsexinga

fashion.'Thatwomennow spokeout on suchmattersasvenerealdisease,prostitution

and internal gynaecologicalexaminationswas unprecedented. JosephineButler

quoteda memberof Parliament'sperplexedresponseto the 'revolt of the women': 'It

is quite a new thing; what are we to do with such an oppositionas thiS?,62 The

campaignsagainst the CDA engendereddebateas to the nature of prostitution,

whetherit was capableof ever being eradicatedor was an inevitable result of the

humanconditionwhich, in the public interest,shouldbe regulated.ThomasHaslam's

pamphletof March 1870, completedwithin three months of the Protest, roundly

condemnedthe CDAs. He called the legislation 'a dangerouspiece of legislative

bungling'anddescribedtheworking of theActs with palpableanger:

ThoseActs providethat in variousnavalandmilitary stations,scatteredover
the Kingdom,any womansuspectedof prostitutionmay be draggedbeforea
magistrate,and condemnedto a periodical inspectionof her personby a
male surgeon,under the penalty of protractedimprisonment; that where
affectedwith diseasesheshall besecludedin hospitaluntil restoredto health
; and that when thoroughlydiSinfectedsheshall be let looseupon society,
undera medical certificate which proclaims tothe world that she is once
more free to ply her hateful traffic, andmay now be abusedwithout risk by
the licentioussonsandhusbandsof herdistrict.63

The languageof this passageis interesting.It is simultaneouslyangryanddisdainful.

The suspectedprostituteis draggedrather than broughtbefore a magistrate.She is

subsequently'let loose' when 'disinfected'and thus is enabledto 'ply her hateful

trade';yet sheis thevictim, assheis abusedby menof thedistrict, albeitwithout risk

to them as a result of her disease-freestatus. The men who usedher serviceswere

licentious,shewasnot. Men, asabusers,weredescribedin termsof the respectable

womento whomtheywerehusbandsandsons.AlthoughHaslamsawtheprostituteas

victim of male lust, ratherthan thecauseof it, his useof languagesuggestsa parallel

61 F.B. Smith. 'TheContagiousDiseasesActs Reconsidered.'SocialHistory ofMedicine,3, (1990),
p.204.

62 JosephineButler. An AutobiographicalMemoir. (Bristol: Arrowsmith.,1909), p. 90.
63 Haslam.Prostitution. 9-10.
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conviction that he saw her as dangerousand untamed. The'certificate' which

proclaimedher disease-freestatussometimesled to the holders' claim to be the

'Queen'swomen',a point rePeatedlymadeby anti-CDA campaigners.64

Haslam'srePetition of points raised in the Protest suggeststhat he was

familiar with it. He objectedto the legislationbeing 'smuggledthroughthe Houseof

Commons ... without discussionor even the cognizanceof the majority of the

members.' It did not 'diminish vice,' but by removing the 'natural Penalties'it

encouraged theprostitutein her 'profligate career'eSPeciallyas it did not seekto

reform the 'guilty sufferers.,65 Haslamwas not alonein thinking venerealdiseasea

'naturalPenalty' for immorality. Sir SamuelSolly, Presidentof the Royal Medical

and ChirusurgicalSocietysaid that syphilis was 'intendedas a punishmentfor our

sinsandwe shouldnot interferein thematter.,66Suchanopinion inevitably raisesthe

questionthat if sexuallytransmitteddiseasewerea 'natural'punishmentfor the sin of

fornication,wasit appropriateto cureit?

Haslamobjected,asdid the Ladies'Protest, to the 'compulsoryintrosPeCtion

of the unfortunatewomenby male examiners'and called it 'a brutal and degrading

outrage.'He pointedout thedoublestandardemployedin examiningandtreatingonly

the women and called the 'exemption of their male associatesfrom a like

examination'as 'scandalouspartiality.' He wasconvincedthat the 'arbitrarypowers

which theseActs investthe SUPerintendentof Policeare liable to flagrant abuseand

opposedto the whole spirit of our constitution.,67 Haslam dubbedthe CDAs 'a

disgraceto our statute-book.'Compulsoryinspectionmustbe abandonedor, at very

least,be 'extendedto the profligateof bothsexes.' Thus,the doublestandard,which

justified male accessto prostitutes, but exempted them from responsibility or

punishmentfor the spreadingof venerealdisease,would appearto havebeena major

factor in Haslam's objection to the Acts. He conceded, however, that the

establishmentof the 'freehospitals'wasa goodthing.6I

The standardobjections to the CDAs, aired by the Ladies' Protest, and

reiteratedby Haslam,apPearto have beenjustified. Each of the Acts was passed

without eitherpublicor parliamentarydebate:

64 SeeShield 7 Mar. 1870.p. 8.
65 Haslam.Prostitution. p. 10.
66 Cited in PorterandHall. Factso/Life. p. 134.
67 Haslam.Prostitution.p. 10.
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The 1864 Act had its first, secondand third readingsat two o'clock in the
morning in a thin Houseof Commons.Therewas no discussion.It was the
productof a secretcommitteeof Army, Admiralty andmedicalexperts,and
appearsneverto havegone beforeCabinet.The 1866Act ... too wasdevised
by a secretivecommitteeof medicalmilitary expertswho took no evidence
from witnesseslikely to be adverse.The 1869 Act ... also derived from a
secretselectcommittee.69

Indeedit was allegedthat QueenVictoria herselfsupposedthe 1864 Act to refer to

veterinaryratherthanhumandisease.70 An uncitedreferencein an early work on the

women'smovementrevealsthat earlier legislation had beenconsideredbut 'Lord

Melbournehadnot beenable to face the thoughtof taking suchan Act to the young

Queenfor signature.'It was possibleto obtain her signaturein 'the first yearof her

widowhoodwhenshewasgiving lessattentionthanusualto public affairs.,71

Thechargethat the Acts removed'everyguaranteeof personalsecuritywhich

the law has established'appearsto be sustainable.The Acts did not defme 'common

prostitute'and allowed womento be detainedon the suspicionof the Metropolitan

Policewho weredraftedinto the protecteddistricts in orderto enforcethe Acts.72 In

Cork however,it would appearthat the local constabularyoperatedthe Acts. 'It is the

local police in Cork ... the managementof the matteris in the chargeof one of the

constabularyconstables,who has beenin Cork for the last20 years.,73 The police did

not haveto prove that the womenengagedin sexualacts for money.74 Although the

questionof police proprietywas hotly contestedbetweenthe proponentsof the Acts

andtheir opponentsit is undeniablethat 'slacklegal drafting andenlargementof the

powersof a solepolicemanactingbehindcloseddoorswith a solemagistrateseemed

designed to breed persecutionand corruption.,7S Repeal campaignersfrequently

complainedthat women who were not prostituteswere challengedby police. The

chargethat the Acts punishedone sex only was undeniable. Although sailors and

soldiers had been inspected regularly until 1859-60, and some were inspected

afterwards,this wasa 'discretionary'ruling madeby the particularregimentor ship.

61 Ibid pp. 10, 11.
69 Smith. 'ContagiousDiseases.'p. 198.
70 PorterandHall. FActsolLife. p. 137.
71 Ray Strachey.The Cause:A ShortHistory ofthe Women'sMovementin GreatBritain. (London:
Virago, 1978),Reprintof 1928ed.p. 194.
72 Smith. 'CDAs Reconsidered'.p. 201.
73 Reportof theRoyalCommissionupontheAdministrationandOperationoftheContagious
DiseasesActs /866-/869.(1871),P.P.,1871 (c408.1)XIX. Question18476,p. 666.
74 Smith. 'CDAs Reconsidered.'p. 201.
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Prostitutesin the protecteddistricts alone were subjectto the insPectionlaw. One

couldarguethatfor practicalreasons,it waseasierto identify a 'public woman'andto

treather,thanit wasto identify herclients.Undoubtedly,however,the laws' portrayal

of men as innocentof all responsibility in the spreadingof disease'upheld and

compoundedthedoublestandardof sexualmorality.'76

It is likely thattheActsdid easethepathto vice by seemingto makeit saferas

men now had accessto 'clean' prostitutesin the subjectedareas.As womenonly

werepunishedandregulatedby the Acts, menwereabsolvedfrom all responsibility

for the spreadingof diseaseandalsowerelulled into a false senseof securityby the

existenceof certified prostitutes. It is difficult to ascertainto what extentwomen

were brutalisedby the examinationas there is conflicting evidenceon this point.

InsPectionconditions'werebriskly coarse'andtookplacein 'uncurtainedhuts'.77The

proponentsof the Acts arguedthat,asthewomenwerebrutalisedby their profession,

it would not bepossibleto degradethemfurther. Opponentsof theActs providemost

of the evidenceof the women'sreactionto 'the indescribablecompulsorysurgical

atrocitiesof the examinationroom' andtestimonyfrom womenof their ill-treatment

becamethe standardstuff of repealsPeeches.78 There were, however, instancesof

prostitutesrefusingexaminationwhich supportersof the Acts claimedwas the result

of theirhaving'beenputup to it' by ladies:

TheysPeakin tonesof strongindignationof thosePeopleof goodintentions,
no doubt, but who haveaidedandabettedthem in breakingthe law ... The
girls told me they were ladieswho go into their housesandadvisethemnot
to obeythe law, andtell themthat they will be supportedin their resistance
of the law, andthat they haveonly to club togetherand in time the Act of
Parliamentwill bealtered.79

The chargethat the CDAs would not diminish venerealdiseasewas a valid one.

'Syphilisandgonorrhreawereneverconclusivelycuredduringthenineteenthcentury

... the only real preventativethen,as now, wascareful sexualpracticeor chastity.'ao

The diseasecould returnafter the disapPearanceof SUPerficial symptoms.Complete

curewasnotpossible,until theavailability ofPenicillin,almostseventyyearsafterthe

75 Ibid.
76 DeborahDunsford.'PrincipleversusExpediency:A Rejoinderto F.B. Smith.'SocialHistory of
Medicine, (1992),p. 508.
n Smith. 'CDAs Reconsidered.'p. 208.
78 McHugh. Prostitution. p. 149.
79 Reportof RoyalCommission.08.15657,15660.p. 554.
10 Smith.Contagious.p.215.
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CDAs were repealed. The repealers'theorieswere vindicated in that moral and

economic improvementswere more likely to ameliorate venereal diseasesthan

inspectionofprostitutes,particularlywhentheir clientswerenot examined.

Many of the prime moversin the campaignin Englandwere known to the

Haslams.F.W. Newman, Haslam'sindefatigablecorrespondent,was a prominent

repealerwho was also the first honorary secretaryof the Bristol Suffrage Society

foundedin 1868.81 J.S. Mill, testified againstthe Acts to the Royal Commissionin

1871, as 'infringementsof personalliberty.'82 ElizabethWolstenholmeElmy, who

wrote to Haslampraisinghis 'Duties ofParents',is creditedwith asking Josephine

Butler in 1869 'to organizea woman'scampaignagainstthe Acts.,83 IsabellaTod

from Belfast,a friend of Anna andThomasHaslam,wasprominentin the campaign;

shefrequentlyaddressedmeetingsandwasa memberof the LondonExecutiveof the

LNA. 84

Although Haslamdid not mention Ireland in his pamphlet,there were three

Irish 'subjecteddistricts' Cork, Queenstownand The Curragh.8SThe subject of

prostitutionin Ireland, asin GreatBritain, wasa high profile mediaissue.The Cork

Examiner frequentlycomplainedof theubiquitouspresenceof prostitutes;in 1860it

was noted that great numbersof prostituteswere presenton the streetsof Cork:

'lurking in all the comers,flaunting throughoutall thoroughfares,they makethenight

hideouswith their riot andtheir shame.,86Mr. JamesCurtis F.R.C.S.,seniorsurgeon

of the Cork GeneralHospital and SouthInfirmary, in medical practicein Cork for

twenty-threeyearsstatedin evidenceto theselectcommittee:

I believetherewasno placeso immoralasthecity ofCork prior to 1869... it
was no unusualthing to see,at the end of the lanes,a lot of half-dressed
prostitutes,drunk and going through the streets,even in the daytime ... I

11 Walkowitz. Prostitution. p.83.
12 McHugh. Prostitution. p. 64.
13 Walkowitz. Prostitution. p. 93.
14 Maria Luddy. 'IsabellaM.S. Too.' Mary CullenandMaria Luddy, (eds.),Women,Powerand
Consciousnessin Jl)Ih CenturyIreland. (Dublin: Attic Press,1995),pp. 212-215.
as TheContagiousDiseasesAct (1866),Scheduledefinedthe Irish 'subjecteddistricts' as: The
Curragh:- 'The limits of the... parishesof Kilcullen, Kildare, Ballysar,GreatConwell, Morristown­
beller;' Cork: - The limits of the boroughof Cork for municipalpurposes'and Queenstown:-'The
limits of the town of Queenstownfor the purposesof town improvement.'Reporton theCommittee
appointedto enquireinto thePathologyandTreatmentofthe VenerealDiseaseswith a viewto
diminishthe injurious effectson themenoftheArmyandNavy. J868. (4031),P.P. 1868.XXXVII. p.
lxxiii.
16 CorkExaminer. 10 Feb. 1860.
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believewhentheAcs cameinto force thereweresome500or 600 registered
prostitutes.87

A Cork citizenstoutly refutedCurtis'sclaimsthat,asa resultof the Acts, prostitution

hadreduceddramaticallyin the city. The writer quotedCurtis'sassertionthat ' there

now remains in the district but 181, of which latter there are usually in hospital,

prisons,and workhouses104, leaving ... in Cork, Queenstownand an areaaround

themof 10 miles,but 77 at large'andwenton:

If we might ventureto believeour own eyesandears,we shouldjudgethat
the flaunting girls who throng the streetsin the eveningand by night and
who sometimesadd... the good-naturedassurance'I'll guaranteeyou' were
prostitutes... encouragedin audacityandelevatedin positionby government
guarantee.88

ReverendThomasO'Reilly, who was, like Curtis, in favour of the Acts, statedthat

'in or around' 1866, when playing cricket in the public park in Cork, he had seen

'scenesof gross immorality at five o'clock in the evening.'89An opponentof the

legislation,Mr. Henry Richardson,Registerof the Court of Probate,also conceded

thatextensivenumbersofprostitutesplied their trade'oPenlyin thestreets.'9O

It is impossibleto know how many prostitutesOPeratedin the 'subjected

districts.'The 1861 Censusstatedthat70 prostitutesOPeratedin Co. Kildare, a figure

very likely to beanunderestimate.In 1855,within a few monthsof the occupationof

the Curraghby the military, therewere alreadycomplaintsof 'the numbersof loose

andimpure' camp-followers.NaasGaol wascrowdedwith the 'abandonedprostitutes

of Ireland.,91 The womenwere describedas 'poor wretches... in ditchesand bush

dwellings.'Thesedwellings, 'nothingbut a furzy bush',wereapproximatelynine feet

by seven,and the roof was 'not more than four feet from the ground.' They were

known asnumber1 bush,number2 bushetc. Altogethertherewereten bushes'with

aboutsixty inhabitants.'92The womensufferednot only from hungerandcold in their

makeshiftdwellings but also 'from the brutality and recklessnessof the soldiers.To

be knocked down and kicked by fellows half mad with drink is an everyday

17 Reportfrom theSelectCommitteeon ContagiousDiseasesAct; with theProceedingsofthe
Committee,MinutesofEvidence,Appendixand Index 1882(c. 340),P.P.,1882.IX. 05. 11192,11194.
p.472.
II TheShield. IS Apr. 1871.p. 461.
19 ReportoftheSelectCommittee1882.Q. 11340.p. 481.
90 RoyalCommissionon theContagiousDiseasesActs1871.05. 18.471-3. p.666.
91 LeinsterExpress.27 Oct. 1855.Cited in A MostDelightfulStation.(Cork: Collins Press,1996),pp.
148-9, 151.
92 JamesGreenwood.The WrenoftheCurragh. (London:Tinley Bros, 1867),pp. vii, 14; 16-17.
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occurrence.,93The womenwere known as 'wrens' as they 'nested'in the furze; the

nestswereactually 'makeshifthutsalongthe perimeterof the Curragharmy camp.,94

In the Reporto/theRoyalCommissionin 1871,they weredescribedas being 'in the

mostdegradedand mostdiseasedstate ... in the habit of burrowing into the ground

like rabbits... in a constantstateof filth andcoveredwith vermin.,9sThe 'wrens'were

all Irish, 'almostall young' and many were said to have 'followed soldiersto the

camp from distant towns and villages-somefrom actual love and hope, somefrom

necessityor desperation'conformingto the stereotypeof the seducedandruinedgirl.

Howevertherewereotherswho chosethe life ofa 'wren'asanalternative to'roaming

for field work.' For those'the free looselife therehas... attractionssuperiorto those

of thevirtuoushovelat home.,96

In Queenstown,Co. Cork another'subjecteddistrict', the living conditionsof

prostitutes were strikingly similar to the Curragh. In evidence to the Select

CommitteeMr. CurtisF.R.C.S.I.testified: 'TheBushis a placein Queenstownwhere

therearetreesandfurze,a wild space,overhangingtheshore... therewereabout20 to

25 or 30 women who lived there all the year round under the furze, just like the

''wrensof the Curragh" .... like animals.'This descriptionhoweverwas said 'to be

quite true of the womenwithin the precinctsof almostall the barracks.,97 Curtis also

painteda pictureof thecampfollowers on the move: 'Theyarealwaysmoving about

from Fermoyto Kinsaleandthegarrisontownsandhereandthere,andsleepingunder

the forts, andbehindthebarracks.'98He wasof theopinionthatneitherthe 'Wrens'of

the Curraghnor the womenof the 'Bush' in Queenstownwere controlledby police

prior the Acts: The womenin Queenstown'were in a sortof a wood, andthe police

neverinterferedwith them... it washiddenup by immensebrakesof furze, andthere

wasno public roadwithin 150yards.,99

Dublin, though not a subjecteddistrict, was under discussionby the Select

Committee.A referencewas madeto a letter from the 'GeneralCommandingthe

93 ThePall Mall Gazette.23 Oct. 1867.Cited in Maria Luddy. 'An Outcast Community:TheWrens
of theCurragh.' Women'sHistory Review.vol. 1, pt. 3, p. 351.
94 Ibid p. 346.
95 ReportoftheRoyalCommission.05. 15816-7.p. 560.
96 Greenwood.Wren. pp. 27-8.
fI7 ReportoftheSelectCommittee.(1882), 05. 11256-7. p.476.
91 Ibid Q. 11278.p. 477.
99 Ibid 05. 11299-11301.p. 478.
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forces in Ireland' recommendingextensionof the CDAs to Dublin.loo The 80th

Regiment,when garrisonedfor 10 monthsin Dublin, had 'over 43 per cent. of the

unmarriedportion of ... [the] regiment... incapacitatedfor duty by venerealdisease'

which they had contractedin Dublin.101 The Superintendentof the Westmoreland

Lock Hospital,Dublin 'wasgreatlysurprisedtheContagiousDiseasesPreventionAct

wasnotmadeto extendto Dublin.'102

We aregivenfurther insightinto official thinking onthesubjectof prostitution

in Ireland,by recentwork on therulesandregulationsgoverningthe behaviourof the

Royal Irish Constabulary.Brian Griffin has shown that constableshad to fulfil

stringent service and financial requirementsbefore they could get permissionto

marry. However: 'It was not uncommonfor an R.LC. man to get married with

permissionandto be dismissedwhenhis wife gavebirth lessthannine monthsafter

themarriage.,103 Sucha birth wasconsideredproofof 'criminal intercourse'andsuch

intercoursewas a dismissableoffence. There was a much more lenient attitude to

thosewho contractedvenerealdiseaseor evento those'founddrunk andin uniform in

brothels.'Suchoffenceswere punished'merely by a fine.'104 The rules concerning

marriagehad their origins in concernsfor the imageand securityof the force, the

fiancee'sbackgroundwas examinedto ensurethe family was respectable.It would

appearthat evidenceof premarital sexual intercourse,simultaneouslyrenderedthe

woman unrespectableand unsuitable to be the wife of a police officer and

acknowledgedthat the man was guilty of the crime of premarital sex with a

'respectable'woman. Lenient punishmentfor consortingwith an acknowledged

unrespectablepublic womenwould appearto havebeenpredicatedon the assumption

that 'somebachelorpolicemanat leastweregoingto Payprostitutesfor their services'

andthatthis wasunderstandable.lOS

TherewasevidencethattheCDAswereperceivedby someprostitutesto have

conferreda statusuponthem.Mr. Kingston,honorarysecretaryof the 'Cork Midnight

100 Ibid. Q. 5481.p. 242.
101 Ibid Q. 5482.p. 242.
102 SpecialReportfromtheSelectCommitteeon theContagiousDiseasesBill.(200), Q. 5971.p. 577.
103 Brian Griffm. 'The Irish Police:Love, SexandMarriagein theNineteenthandEarly Twentieth
Centuries.'MargaretKelleherandJamesH. Murphy, (eds.),GenderPerspectivesin J9th CenJury
Ireland: Public andPrivateSpheres.(Dublin: Irish AcademicPress,1997),p. 169.
104 Ibid p. 171.
105 Ibid. p. 172.
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MissionandFemaleTemporaryHomefor morethan20 years',106 gaveevidenceto the

SelectCommitteethat sincethe legislationhe hadnoticeda markeddifferencein the

attitudeof womento his 'friendly ministrations.''Theyarenow Queen'swomenand

do not wantme ... the Queenlooksafterthem.'107 In evidenceto the CommissionMr.

S. Wolferstan explainedthe term as evolving from the descriptionof soldiers as

'Queen'smen': 'I think they now look uponit that the Statekeepsthemcleanfor the

use of soldiersand sailors,and thereforerecognisesthem and gives them a sort of

status.,108The Shield printeda letter from a lady in Cork which stated: 'My friend

Mrs.- of - Corkhas anold servantwho waswalking homelately atabouteighto'clock

in the evening,when one of the town prostitutespushedher off the flags rudely

saying: "Make way for theQueen'swoman."I09

The 'Returnof WomenCommittedto Cork FemalePrisonunder the CDAs

from June 1869 - May 1882 for Neglecting to Attend for Periodic Examination.'

comesto a total of eighteen,seventeenof whom were admittedonceand the other,

three times. No datesare given and women are identified by initials. In age they

rangedfrom 20 to 43 with themajority in their twenties.I10 Evidencewasgivenof the

prevalenceof gonorrhreain Dublin which was not a subjecteddistrict. In 1881

Rawton Macnamara,Senior surgeonof the WestmorelandLock Hospital, Dublin,

gave evidenceto the Select Committeeof a 'most extraordinaryoutbreakat the

presentmomentofgonorrhrea;I neversawgonorrhreasovirulent asit is in the female

patientsat the presenttime.,lll Significantly, Macnamararevealedhis own prejudices

in his statementthat 'we only admit women tothe Lock Hospital but amongstthe

privatemalepatientswho do methehonourofconsultingme, I neversawanythingso

severe.' 112 His languagesuggeststhatheattachedno blameto menwho hadcontracted

venerealdisease.He testifiedthat,of the 874patientsin the Lock hospitalin the year

1878-9,somewere 'marriedwomen,andI would not call them prostitutes,girls that

havebeenseducedandalmoston the very fIrst acthavebeendiseased... andthenwe

have the habitues' of whom he estimated'professionalprostituteswould number

106 Reportfrom theSelectCommittee.(1882).Q. 2504.p. 101.
107 Ibid. Qs.2534,2536.p. 102.
101 ReportfromRoyalCommission.(1871).Qs.3435-7.p. 106.
109 Shield7 Mar. 1870.p. 8.
110 ReportofSelectCommittee.(1882).Appendixno. 27. p. 612.
111 ReportfromtheSelectCommitteeon theContagiousDiseasesActs1881.P.P.,1881 (351).VII. Q.
6440.p. 291.
112 Ibid.
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about 60 per cent.'113 Statisticsshow that in 1880 the strengthof the garrison in

Dublin was 4,357, out of which there were 940 hospital admissionswith primary

syphilis and 605 admissionswith gonorrhrea. This rate of admissionamountedto

213.44per 1000admissionswith syphilisand 138.82per 1000with gonorrhrea.114 A

tablefrom Corkwould appearto showaconsiderablereductionof first time admittals

to Lock Hospital.Thesehadfallen from 322womenin 1869to 50 womenin 1880.115

However,a 'TableShowingthe 'Average Fall per Cent. in PrimaryVenerealSores

beforeandsincetheActs in theFourteenstationsundertheActs, andtheGainor Loss

of Improvementsincethe Acts' showsthat of the fourteenareasanalysedonly Cork

andWindsor:

exhibit the specialfeatureof having a higher averageof primary venereal
soresever sincethe Acts have beenappliedto them. In Cork the fall had
beenfairly continuousfor six yearspreviousto the Acts, and the increase
since amountsto 4.4 per cent of the amount of diseaseexisting when
applied;andin Windsorthe increaseamountsto 9.8 percentof the amount
existingwhentheActs wereapplied.116

On the otherhand'The Curragh... exhibitsan improvementout of all proportionto

theEnglishStationsof correspondingsize.'117 Analysisof thestatisticsincludedin the

official reports is difficult as tables frequently appear contradictory. Published

statistics included in the reports were compiled by military statisticiansand by

medical expertson behalfof the repeal organisationswho challengedthe official

statistics.Repealerswere doubtful of the veracityof the publishedmedicalstatistics

on the incidence of venerealdiseaseamong the armed forces in the subjected

districts.III

An accountin The Shieldof an 'energeticappeal'by the RomanCatholic

Archbishopof Cork for 'thepurposeof establishingHomesandReformatoriesfor the

poor fallen womenof the subjecteddistrict' statedthat 'the prevalenceof vice in

Cork, andits public manifestation'was'worsethanat any formerperiod'. Obviously

'the Acts had. confessedlynot producedin Cork even an outward semblanceof

improvement.'An anonymous'gentleman'who was identified as a 'physician'was

113 Ibid 08.6438-9p. 291.
114 Ibid Appendixno 16. p. 475.
lIS Ibid Appendixno. 15. p. 474.
116 ReportfromtheSelectCommitteeon theContagiousDiseasesActs.1880. P.P.,1880(114),VIII
Appendixno. 2. p. 51.
117 Ibid
III Walkowitz. Prostitution.p. 111.
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quotedat length.He forgedtheconnectionbetweentheembryonicsuffragemovement

and the campaign for repeal: 'This Act is a powerful argument for the

enfranchisementof women ... had womena vote sucha measureas this ... would

never... havedisgracedthe lawsof England.'119

The Shield,organof the repealmovement,was not an impartial journal, but

oneis struckby its rePeatedassertionsof theinefficacyof theActs in Cork:

The intelligence as to the moral condition of Cork, gleaned from the
columnsof local newspapers,bitterly hostile to our movement,leadsus to
imaginethat the spirit, energyandwonderful statisticalingenuity shownby
InspectorAnniss, are sadly neededto give a coat of whitewash to the
operationsandresultsof theActs in this subjectedcity ... We havefor a long
time receivedconvincingtestimonythat the conditionof the streetsin Cork
is a public scandal.120

InSPectorSilas Anniss, stationedat the subjecteddistrict of Devonport, provided

statisticsshowing'aprecipitousdeclinein the numberof brothels,pimps,prostitutes,

andpromiscuousjuveniles'sincethe introductionof the Acts.121 Suchstatisticswere

thoughtby rePealcampaignersto beexaggerated:

In England... we havehad quiresof foolscapwastedby police returnsas to
the moral results which the ContagiousDiseasesActs are said to have
achieved,and there has never beena dispute ... as to the accuracyof or
falsehoodof thosereturns.122

Most evidenceon the extentof prostitutionin Cork, reportedin TheShield, is in the

form of letterssignedwith a pseudonYm. 'A Resident'wrote that Winthrop S1. and

PembrokeS1.: 'from 11 p.m. to 3 a.m. form a promenadefor a numberof prostitutes

of the lowest class,togetherwith their male companions.'123 There is evidenceof a

concentratedeffort to cleartheareasouthof the Lee of brothelsby FatherShinkwina

curateof theparishofSt. Finbarr. He wasreportedto havebeensuccessfulin closing

a largenumberofbrothelsbetweenJuneandAugustwith thehelpof two plainclothes

ContagiousDiseasesconstables.l24 From evidencegiven to the Commission,the

Catholic Clergy of Cork apPear to have welcomed the CDAs, presumablyas a

119 Shield.30 May 1870. p.99.
120 Shield. 10 Nov. 1875.p. 294.
121 Walkowitz. Prostitution.p. 159.
122 Shield.30 May 1870.p. 102.
123 Shield. 10Nov. 1875.p. 294.
124 CorleExaminer.27 June1876.

140



deterrentto prostitution,as they surely would not havebeenin favour of them as a

meansofprovidingclean'harlots'for theBritish army.

AnnaHaslamspokein herold ageof hercommitmentto thecampaignfor the

repealof theCDAs: 'Thatfight ... threwthesuffi'agemovementbackfor tenyears;we

were all so absorbedin it.' 12S It could be argued,however,that the CDA campaign

transformedwomenrepealworkers from passiveobjectsof ideologicalprescription

into active agentsin a political campaignto transformmale sexual mores. Susan

Kingsley Kent has written that the suffi'ageandCDA campaignswere 'all of a piece;

theyaimedat a redefinitionof therolesandrelationshipsbetweenwomenandmen.' 126

The CDA campaign,therefore,while it may havelessenedthe time availablefor the

campaign,actually enhancedthe ideological commitment to suffrage; it was an

integralconstituentof a movementthatchallengedthestatusquo. A male legislature

had voted for the CDAs which enshrinedthe doublestandardof sexualmorality in

law; to preventdiscriminatorylegislationagainstwomen,not only mustthey havethe

parliamentaryvote,but, asThomasHaslampointedout, seatsin Cabinet.

The archivesof the Irish Branchesof theNational Associationfor the Repeal

of the ContagiousDiseasesActs (NARCDA) and The Ladies'National Association

(LNA) do not appearto havesurvivedbut their activitieswerereportedin the London

basednewspaperTheShieldwhich wastheorganof the repealmovement. Accounts

of the Irish campaignwere also includedin the LNA andNARCDA annualreports.

The first issueof TheShieldon March 7th 1870mentionedthe formationof a 'local

association'on 21stFebruaryandalsoreported'ameetingof ladies,convenedby the

Belfastbranchof the LNA.' Theagitationwasreportedto 'progressingvigorously' in

the northof Irelandandspreadingto Waterford,Limerick, Clonmel, 'andmanyother

places.,127 On 23rd March 1870,The ShieldincludedThomasHaslam'spamphleton

prostitutionin its 'PublicationsReceived'column.121

Therewas a 'splendiddemonstration'in Belfast on the 28th April 1870. The

reportpublishedin The Shieldrevealsevidenceof an impressiveorganisingability of

thenewly formedrepealmovement. Publicity for themeetinghadbeenhandledwell:

'thousandsof smallhand-billshadbeenextensivelycirculated,aswell aslargeposters

�1�2�~ 'Pioneersof Feminismin Ireland.' The Irish Citizen. March21st, 1914.p. 347.
126 SusanKingley Kent. Sex andSuffragein Britain, 1860-1914.(London:Routledge,1987),p. 9.
127 Shield 7 Mar. 1870.pp. 1, 7.
121 Ibid. 28 Mar. 1870.
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and advertisements,employedto inform the inhabitantsof the atrocitiesof the law,

andthe intendeddemonstrationsagainstit.' The Ulster Hall 'wascompletelyfilled.'

The demonstrationwas composedentirely of prominentmen, including aldermen,

justicesof the peace,clergymenand doctors.Although, the meetingopenedwith a

prayerandwas addressedby variousclergymen,it wasnot overtly religious in tone.

While the immorality of the Acts was deplored, it was pointed out that the act

discriminatedagainstthe poor and was 'contraryto all precedent... that protection

shouldbewithdrawnfrom thesexwhich stoodin thegreatestneedof it. ' Among the

manyresolutionspassed,Rev. Chadwickmovedthat the meeting'objectsto the Acts

asunfair in their operation,exposingonesexto penaltiesfrom which the partnersof

their guilt are exempted.' In a powerful polemic against the double standard,

Chadwickstatedthatwhile womenweresubjectedto 'scandalousoutrage... while the

man,viler far, who sinsfor lust, not bread... is allowedto escapewithout a hair of his

headbeingtouched.'A speakerfelt theActs were'wholly inapplicablein Ireland.,129

The inauguralmeetingof a Dublin Local Association'to promotethe Repeal

of the Acts' was held on 6th May 1870.'130 'Petitionsnumerouslysigned'had been

sentfrom Dublin 'anda strongfeeling of indignationhasbeenmanifested.No fewer

than26 medicalmenhavesignedthe petitionof Repeal,someof thembeingmenof

decidedeminencein their profession.'131Initially, Belfastwould appearto havebeen

themajorIrish centreof therepealmovement:

From Belfasta runningline of petitionshavebeensentto Parliament,dueto
a great extent to the laboursof Mrs. Porter, Miss Too, Mrs. Lindsay and
otherCommitteeladies. It appearsthat the inhabitantsof Belfasthavebeen
almostunanimousin the subject,anddistinguishedmembersof the Queen's
Collegehavenotablyespousedyourcause.132

Although the report statesthat: 'Early in the Spring powerful committeesof ladies

wereformed in Dublin andBelfast,'theaccountof activity in Dublin is, in contrastto

Belfast, laconic, demonstrating,perhaps,the relative inactivity of the committee.It

does, however, acknowledgethe importanceof Anna Haslam to the embryonic

movement.'Mrs. Haslamhasworkedwell in Dublin.'133Mrs. Haslamand Miss Too

129 Ibid 23 May 1870.pp. 92-3.
130 Ibid. p. 96.
131 Ibid 16 May 1870.p. 86.
132 LNA AnnualReport. 1870.p. 12.
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each contributed 2/6 to the cause.'34 Isabella Too was, of course, a leading

campaignerfor women'srights in Irelandandworkedwith Haslamon manyfeminist

campaigns.

The annual reports of the Ladies' National Association reveal how the

activities of the associationinevitably led to an increaseddemandfor votes for

women. While the first reportacknowledgedthesupportofprominentwomensuchas

Harriet Martineauand FlorenceNightingale, it also proclaimedthe potential of all

womenas political campaigners.Committedand energeticcampaigningby 'women

everywhere'would force the 'Houseof Commonsto surrenderthe Acts sooneror

later.' 13S The writer of the first annualreportalsohada completeunderstandingof the

emergenceof the medicalprofessionaspowerful arbitersin sexualmatters.It called

for the 'purification of the medical profession'and for the 'defeatof thosedeadly

materialistdoctrinesrespectingthe ... necessityof unchastity... which togetherwith

the dogmatismand despotismof doctors,have begunof late years to exercise so

undueand fatal an influenceon our legislativecouncils.'Here is an implicit critique

of the sexualdoublestandardand of the principle of theregulationof 'vice' by the

state. Thereportcontinuedwith a cleverscripturalanalogycomparingthe 'conditions

of thewomanhoodof our countrywith thatof theaffiicted woman... in theGospelof

whomit wassaid: 'Shehadenduredmanythingsofmanyphysicians.'It endedwith a

powerful feminist polemic against 'the medical lust for handling and dominating

women... physicians,who, in thesupposedinterestsof thebody, trampleunderfoot...

theunalienablerightsofeverywoman,chasteor unchaste,overherownbody.'136

Maria Luddy hascommentedthat the Ladies'National Associationin Ireland

was 'a very localised and small affair' and that few, if any, members were

Catholics.137 In evidencebefore the Commissionin 1871, a Catholic priest, 'the

ReverendMr. Maguire' from Cork statedthat therewere 'a greatmany ladieswho

exert themselvesvery much,and we do not approveof their putting placardsbefore

youngfemalesinviting thento readtheseActs, of which womenneverheardbefore.'

His descriptionsuggestsan active campaignconductedby 'a certainportion of the

community- ofcourseI would not wish to give names,but theyarecomposedchiefly

134 Ibid pp. 27, 33.
135 Ibid. pp. 8, 16.
136 Ibid pp. 19-20.
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of personswho are Nonconformistsin religion.' The 'placards'were describedas

bringing into the public domain 'a subjectthat oughtnot appearbeforethe public. I

think it is a subjectwhich any girl passingcanread.'He addsthat invariably whena

'womanseesa thing which sheshouldnot read,sheis almostsureto readit.' 138 While

he wasin favourof the Acts, heobviouslyfelt that thesubjectwasa matterto be kept

from respectablewomen.While opinionin Corkon theActs wasdivided:

Our people leave it more in our hands... I do not think they care about
discussingthem;of coursewe do not dreamof discussingsuchthingswith a
lady; we objectentirely to thesethingsbeingplacardedaboutthe streets,and
we fancy it hasdonegreatmischief.139

Obviously priests would not approve of parishionersbeing active in the repeal

campaign; such disapproval would in the nineteenthcentury have ensurednon­

participationofCatholics.

The vulnerability of womenwho were not prostitutesto apprehensionunder

the Acts was a major themeof repealers. Thereare many instancesof suchevents

recorded, and understandablysuch occurrenceswere exploited by the repeal

campaigners.A 'correspondentat Cork' complained'that in order to facilitate the

action of the C.D. Acts' the identification numbersof policemen'have beentaken

awayfrom the policemen'scaps'thusrenderingredressin the caseof wrongful arrest

'out of the question.'140 Rev. McNaughtonin Belfast declaredthat 'the mill girls,

servant girls, milliners' apprentices' were now subject to the power of the

policemen.141

Thebranchesof therepealmovementin Irelandappear,from the pagesof The

Shieldand annualreports,to havebeenmerely branchesof the English movement,

ratherthanforming a coherentIrish movement,which perhapsexplainsthe lack of an

archiveof the Irish campaign.Howeverthe 1870meetingin Belfastdid acknowledge

the Irish dimensionwhenRev. G.A. Chadwickmadethepoint that Irelandhadalways

137 Maria Luddy. WomenandPhilanthropyin Nineteenth-CenturyIreland (Cambridge:Cambridge
University Press, 1995),p. 139.
131 ReportoftheCommissionon theCDAs.08. 18,798,18,830-1,p. 677.
139 Ibid. 08. 18,799,18,801,p. 677.
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141 Ibid 23 May 1870.p. 92.

144



beensubjectedto 'specialActs for the Church,the land, the Press,'and askedwhy

'wemightnot for oncehavehadspecialimmunity.'142

A Cork 'Ladies'Committee'was in placeby 1871,andon 21st Februaryof

thatyeartherewas'agreatpublic meeting'heldin Corkwhich forwardedapetitionto

the Chief Secretary.The Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown said, in the courseof a long

speech,that the purposeof the Acts was not to reclaim prostitutesbut to 'provide

harlots for the troops.'143 Nor had the Dublin committee been idle. They sent

'influential deputationswhich waited upon the country and city members' and

obtained variously, promisesof support and considerationof the matter. Some

memberscondemnedthe Acts outright 'both on constitutionaland moral grounds.'

Thedelegationincludedthe PresidentandVice-Presidentof the Collegeof Surgeons,

physicians,clergymen,QuakersandThomasHaslam.l« In May, Rev. Stowell Brown,

lately in Cork, addresseda meetingin Dublin. Themeetingwaschairedby JamesM.

Wharton F.R.S.C.!. and presentwere Sir William Wilde, the prominent Quakers

Thomasand Alfred Webb, CharlesEasonand ThomasHaslam. In May a petition

signed by a quarter of a million women was presentedto Parliamentand three

memorialswerepresentedto Mr. Gladstone.14s Mrs. Haslamsent£5.1.0which shehad

collectedin Dublin, while £2.4.0camefrom Belfastand£3.3.6from Cork whereMrs.

Addey, also a Quaker,was secretary:46The annualreportsfor 1872, 1873 and 1874

have little to say about Ireland, althoughMrs. Haslam'sparticipationis noted and

subscriptionsfrom namedpersonswho would laterbe loyal membersof the Suffrage

associationare listed.147 Miss Tod succinctlysummedup the causesof prostitutionas

'a question of educationand bread.' She charted the evolution of her political

awareness:'It wasthedangerof respectablewomenbeingmistakenfor womenof bad

characterwhich first overcameher reluctanceto meddlewith so painful a subject.'

However,herunderstandingof the situationgrewto a convictionthat 'asthe lawsof

God, being the samefor men and women,humanlaws must be so too.'148 Isabella

Tod's increasingprominencein the movementis documentedin the sixth annual

142 Ibid p. 93.
143 Ibid 4 Mar. 1871.p. 407.
144 Ibid 29 Apr. 1871.p. 478.
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report (1875) wheresheis listed asa memberof the executivecommittee.149 In late

1874,perhapsasa resultof her presenceon the executivecommittee,a determined

effort wasmadeto further the campaignin Irelandby the arousalof public opinion.

Mr. Burgessthe organisingsecretaryvisited Dublin. In Cork, Burgessaddresseda

conferenceandpublic meeting;subsequentlyhewentto Belfast.ISO

Thereis evidenceofacrisisofconfidencein theDublin committeein 1875:

Our agentMr. Bligh hasrecentlybeenin Dublin. He reportsthatat first our
friends therewerenot at all hopeful,but a meetingwascalledand Edmund
Jones,Presidentof theWorking Man'sLeague,wasannouncedto speak,the
result being thatthe hall providedwas far too small to accommodatethose
who flockedto hear.lSI

Mr. Bligh then went on a tour of urbancentreswhich includedCarlow, Wicklow,

Wexford,New Ross,Waterford,Cork andLimerick where 'heexcitedgreatinterest

by placinglargeposterson thewalls.' Mr. Bligh attemptedto bring his messageto the

Irish peasants;his main difficulty wasgettingthemto believethat suchlaws existed.

He recountedhow they displayed 'horror and disgust' when he 'succeededin

convincingthemof the reality of the Acts.'lS2 Thereis no evidenceof any working

classresponseto the visits of the organisersfor the associationto Ireland. From the

beginning the LNA had tried to forge an alliance with working class men. It

welcomedthe formation of the English Working Men'sNational Alliance as it felt

that the combinationof 'cultivated ladies' with working men would bear fruitful

results.The messagewas full on condescensionandclasssuperiority,as one would

expectfrom theclassdivisionsof thetime. Working menwerewilling to acceptthe:

gentleguidanceof a graveandeducatedlady in a crusadewhich concernsso
deeplythe interestsof womenandthehomesof the poor,andtheyarefound
to be willing to devotetheir brief hoursand leisureandthe whole influence
of their vote andcharacterto the cause,whenthe right chord in their hearts
andconsciencesis touchedby adelicatehand.ls3

Paid agents,suchas the two who visited Ireland, 'constitutedan important

working-classpresencewith therepealcamp [They] ... werefrequentlyveteransof

earlier radical causeslike moral chartism Somelike William Burgess... were

\49 LNA AnnualReport. 1875.List ofexecutivecommitteemembers.
\50 Ibid p. 13.
\5\ Ibid
\52 Ibid pp. 13-14.
153 LNA AnnualReport. 1876.p. 16.

146



skilled organizers'lS4In 1876,Mr. Bligh wasagainin Irelandwhenhe visited many

urbancentresin Ulster. Despitethe upbeattoneof the reportonesensesthat the visit

did not achievethedesiredresult:

Someof the meetingswhich Mr. Bligh promotedin Ireland were of a most
encouragingcharacter,and had it not beenfor the insufficiency of funds,
which causedthis importantwork to besuspended,very substantialresultsin
the influencingof Irish voteswould, we believe,haveaccrued.ISS

The report goes on to stress the importanceof influencing Irish MPs and the

desirabilityofwinning overthe Irish people'whosewell known characterfor chastity

anddomesticfidelity would makethema truemoralaid to ourcause.'156

The annual reports chart the evolution of feminist thought for which the

movementwas the catalyst.In 1877,when it was notedmany petitionswere sentto

Parliamentfrom the BelfastandDublin Committees,the significanceof the women's

campaignwasemphasised:

The uprisingof womenduring theselast yearsmustbe regardedan absolute
necessityfor the saving of society; and the best and noblest men at the
presentmomenthavebegunto acknowledgethis. The principle we haveto
maintain is the absoluteequality of men and women in all obligations to
chastity,purity, justice and mercy, and then equal rights as citizens before
the law.IS?

The doublestandardof sexualityhad to go. Chastitywasdemandedof men,as it had

always been demandedof women. Women were entitled to equal treatment 'as

citizens' beforethe law. Equal treatment'ascitizens',of course,implied the right to

vote. The LNA, afterall, wasconcurrentwith the settingup of suffrageassociations.

Mr. and Mrs. Haslamhad founded their Dublin Women'sSuffrageAssociationin

1876.

In 1878 the Ladies'National Associationappearsto haveconcentratedon the

campaignin Ireland. In Januaryits representativeMrs. Gouldervisited Ireland and

heldmeetingsin Dublin, Cork andLimerick. Mrs. Haslampresidedoverthedrawing­

room meeting in Dublin at which 'very interesting and earnestaddresseswere

deliveredand petition-sheetsin favour of Sir H. Johnstone'sbill taken by several

154 Walkowitz. Prostitution. p. 103.
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ladies.' ISS The meetingsin Cork and Limerick werejudgedsuccessful. In Cork the

attendanceof thirty-five ladiesincludedmany 'of high socialpositionandinfluence.'

The Limerick meetingwasheld in the Mission Roomsanda WesleyanMinister, the

Rev. W. Gormanwas 'mosthelpful.' Membersof the Societyof Friendswere also

mentionedas helping the cause.1S9 A secondmeetingarrangedfor Mrs. Goulderin

Dublin wasconvenedby Presbyterianministers,andaddressedby Mrs. Haslamwho

read from Mrs. Butler's writings. At another meeting, convenedby Wesleyan

ministers,Mrs. Haslamspoke'veryearnestly.' 160

JosephineButler'swritings andspeechesattackedthe premise,implicit in the

Acts, that prostitution was 'a necessaryand inevitable portion of Christian

civilisation.' Shearguedthatthey werebasedon 'abeliefthatpurity is impossibleor

unhealthfulandthatmancannotbeanyotherthan theslaveof sin.' In all herspeeches

shestressedthe lack of parliamentaryrepresentationfor womenandshecomplained

that women had been'drilled into silence'on the topic of prostitution. 'Men have

demandedof theman affectationat leastof ignoranceon the subject,albeit it is one

which more intimately and terribly concernsthe whole of womankind than any

other.'161 The ideasexpressedby Butler aresimilar to thoseof ThomasHaslamin his

1870pamphlet.However,Butler'sspeechesandwritings wereimbuedwith religious

sentiment,a characteristictotally lackingin thework of Haslam.Annawasanadmirer

of Butler; sheapprovinglyrecountedthat 'dearJosephineButler' thoughtabstinence

the bestform of birth control.162 A manuscript,which is describedas 'Privatecopy of

Extractsof a letter from an Irish 'Friend',in the Mary Estlin Collectionrecountsthe

visit of an anonymousIrish 'Friend' to the homeof JosephineButler. The writer

recountshow JosephineButler, herselfa memberof the Anglicanchurchandmarried

to an Anglican clergyman,confided in her that she wished she had beenborn a

memberof the Societyof Friendsas 'theworld would haverecognized theright of a

Quakerwomanto speakin public, therewould not havebeenthe uphill work.' It is

unlikely, however that the original letter was written by Haslam; she would be

151 Ibid 1878.p. 9 [Sir HarcourtJohnstone'sbill for therepealof theActs,wasdebatedin theHouse
butwentno further.]
159 Ibid. pp. 9-10.
160 Ibid. p.IO.
161 Speechdeliveredby J. ButleratCroydonin 1871.Reproducedin BarbaraDenisandDavidSkilton,
(eds.),ReformandIntellectualDebatein Victorian England(London:CroomHelm, 1987),
pp. 162-3.
162 AH to Marie Stopes.20Nov. 1918.CMAC. PPIMCS/A121.
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unlikely to describeherselfin thoseterms,nor wasshewont to seekanonymity. The

documentis interestingin that Butler's opinions on Quakerworkers for repeal are

quotedby thewriter:

shehadcometo appreciatethe vantagegroundon which 'Friends'stoodfor
aiding any crusade againstevil, not merely by their own generalmorality,
but from their habitual tone of thought & word; not looking lightly upon
immorality nor speakinglightly of it - but these'Friends'who have aided
her - and they are her aids in every town - have, as a matterof course
looked on the moral side of the question - they have never had to be
educatedto that.163

There was a 'preponderance'of Quakerwomen in the LNA executive.The

LNA annual reports reveal that of those involved in Ireland, the majority were

Quaker. In Dublin the namesof subscribersread like a roll call of the Society of

Friends:-Webb,Edmundson,Shackleton,Wigham. The Cork movementwas led by

Mrs. Addey,a Quaker,herselfa memberof theWebbfamily. Of thetwenty-oneCork

personsnamedin 1878,it waspossibleto confirm that nine weredefinitely 'Friends'

anda further threewerelikely to havebeen.In ClonmelandWaterfordthe few named

subscribers,theMissesGrubb,andStrangman,wereQuakers.IM

The movement in Ireland was obviously confined to a small number of

middle-classwomenand,aftereightyearsof campaigning,would appearto havehad

little successin reachinga wider public. A breakdownof the signaturesof the 1878

petition 'from womenof the United Kingdom' revealsthat from a total of 115,132

signatures5,572 camefrom Ireland.16s Of the Irish total, however3,528 signatures

were obtainedin Belfastandonly 375 in Dublin.l66 The Dublin total is surprisingly

low when one considersthat the main activity of that branchwas the collection of

signaturesfor petitionsagainstthe Acts. Cork produced247 signatures,a respectable

numberwhen comparedto Dublin but unremarkablewhen one considersthat there

were two subjecteddistricts in the county. It, perhaps,illustratesthe apathyof the

populationto the question. 1170 signatureswere collected from 'other places' in

Ireland. There is no breakdownfor signaturescollected from the vicinity of the

163 Extractsfrom a letter of an Irish 'Friend'describingan interviewwith JosephineE. Butler.
Ms. 24. 121 (99), Mary Estlin Collection.Dr. Williams's Library. London.
164 LNA Report.1878.pp. 51-52.[I am indebtedto RichardHarrison,authorof a DictionaryofQuaker
Biographyfor this informationon membershipof the Societyof Friends.]
165 LNA Report. 1878.p.21.
166 Ibid p.23.
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Curragh.167 As 'placesfrom which more than200 nameswere received'were listed

separately,obviously lessthan 200 wereobtainedfrom Co. Kildare. In the English

campaignthe difficulties of organisingrepealmovementsin the subjecteddistricts

presenteddifficulties: 'The populationof thosedistricts were largely either naval or

military ... Their prejudiceswere too strong to make it an easy matter to hold

meetings,or obtaina fair hearingin thesedistricts.,161

In 1878 the annualmeetingof the Ladies'National Associationwas held in

Dublin. A meetingfor womenwasheld in the 'ancientConcert-room'on 31It October.

'The room was crowdedwith a most respectableaudience,and great interestwas

manifestedin the cause.'JosephineButler does not apPearto have been at the

women'smeetingwhich was addressedby IsabellaTode In a passionatespeech she

appealedto the women presenton behalfof the 'women who are oppressedand

degradedby the soul-crushingmachineryof Stateregulationof vice.' Tod echoedthe

genetic theoriesmootedby Haslamin The Duties ofParents: 'The ignorance,the

hopelesspoverty, the feeblenessof mind andbody inheritedfrom debasedparents...

leavethesewomenwithout a chanceof leadingany other life.' Shesawthe work of

the LNA as twofold: 'to get rid of this legislationof despair... to removethe evils

socialandeconomic,which leavesomanywomenreadyfor a prey.' Sheattackedthe

philosophyon which the Acts werepredicated:'thatmenmustsin, andthat ... women,

who havefallen ... may lawfully be seizedandsacrificedfor it.' Sheappealedto the

'Christian women' present to do their duty irrespective 'of the angry and

contemptuouswords which somepeoplefling at every womanwho comesforward

actively to carefor, or pleadfor, thosewhomsocietychoosesto ignore.,169

Mrs. Haslammovedthe resolutionpledgingthe meeting 'to renewedefforts

for the abolition of the ContagiousDiseasesActs.'170 On the following day a

conferencewasheld in the Pillar Room,Rotundaat which therewaslargeattendance

including ThomasHaslam. It was judged by the compilers of the annual Ladies'

NationalAssociationreportas 'perhaps,a moreinterestingandsuccessfulConference

than we haveeveryet had.' The chairman,ProfessorStuart,Cambridge,saidthat the

'Conferencehadbeencalledby theLadies'Association... [which] hadcomefrom the

167 Ibid
161 Shield25 Nov. 1874.p. 247.
169 LNA Report. 1878.pp. 28, 29.
170 Shield 16 Nov. 1878.p. 274.
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sistercountryto takecounselwith thosein Irelandwho wereinterestedin thequestion

and ... to give information and to answerobjections,and to seewhat aid could be

obtainedin Irelandtowardsthespecialaimsof theAssociation.'Themeetingwasalso

addressedby Mr. Henry 1. Allen of Dublin 'who has labouredenergeticallyfor our

cause'andby Miss Too andMrs. Butler. A resolutionwaspassedwhich recognised

'thedutiesof theIrish people'to cooperatein thecampaignto repealtheActs.171

Thepublic meetingheld laterthateveningin theRoundRoomof theRotundo

(sic) 'wasof a very disorderlycharacter.'This wasjudged not to represent'any very

passionatehostility to our cause,still less had it a cYnical character.'The reasons

given for the uproarbetraythe racial stereotypingof the Irish by the Ladies'National

Association:

The presenceof severalhundredsof Dublin medical and other students,
whosecharacterfor insubordinationis well-known, and the equally well­
knownexcitability ofanIrish audiencearealmostsufficient in themselvesto
account for the sceneof confusion and uproar which took place in the
Rotundo(SiC).I72

The Shielddescribedthe constantinterruptionsto speakers'by disturbancesin the

bodyof the hall of a characterso disorderlyasto eclipseanythingof the kind that for

manyyearshastakenplacein the Rotundo.'173 Dr. Thomsonof Dublin, who claimed

medicalexpertise,put a resolutionto the meetingthat 'The CDAs, althoughcapable

of improvement,arecalculatedto effectgreatphysicalbut moralgoodanddeservethe

approvalof this meeting.'174 Thomsonappearedto havemany vociferoussupporters

in the hall. Accountsof what happenednext varied. The LNA report statedthat:

'Somemisunderstandingandconfusionhavingarisen... with respectto the voting on

the resolution and amendment,the uproar in the meeting increased,and, noisy

demonstrationscontinuedto be madein favour of the oppositepropositions.'17' The

TimessuggestedthatDr. Thomson'sresolutionwasignoredby thechair.176 Seatswere

overturnedand those sitting in the front rows were forced to seek refuge on the

platform. During Mrs. Butler'ssubsequentspeech,thedisturbancewassuchthat ' the

171 Ibid
172 LNA Report. 1878. p. 34.
173 Shield 16 Nov. 1878. p. 276.
174 FJ. 2 Nov. 1878.
175 LNA Report. 1878.p. 35.
176 The Times.4 Nov. 1878.
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chairman wasfinally obligedto appealto the policeto clearthehall.'177 Mrs. Haslam

spokeof theseeventsin a 1914interview:

Mrs. Butler cameto Dublin to speakin the Rotunda; she was refuseda
hearing,andthe platform wasstormedby medicalstudentsandothers.Mrs.
Butler was going back to Englandin chagrin; but Mrs. Haslamwould not
allow it. Shedeclaredthata meetingmustbeheld,andMrs. Butler mustget
a hearingin Dublin. And shedid. In a coupleof daysMr. andMrs. Haslam
alone,organisedanothermeeting,and Mrs. Butler movedto tearssomeof
thepeoplewho would not listento herat thefirst. 178

TheAnnualReportdid not mentionMrs. Haslam'spart in the reconvened meeting;it

mentioned'anearnestrequestprofferedby our friends in Dublin that our Association

would immediatelyhold anothermeeting.'179 At this meeting,which was uneventful,

Mrs. Butler calledtheIrish 'achivalrouspeople... chaste,domesticandhome-loving.'

Shecontinued:'It is well that you love purity; but how do you expressyour love of

purity? Too oftenby harshnessto thewomanwho errsandto thewomanonly.'180 She

stressedtheunity ofwomeninvolved in thecause-a unity which levelleddistinctions.

'We no morecovetthe nameof ladies;we areall women.'III Her speechconfirmed,

that, despitethe efforts of Irish membersin the lifetime of the association,they had

achievedlittle or no impact:

Thereasonsthat inducedherandthosewho werewith herto cometo Ireland
were - becausethey went everywherewith their message,but they had not
yet beento Ireland; becausethe systemthey opposed wasalreadyin force
in Ireland, and was already exercisinga corrupting influence upon their
country though they might not know it; and lastly, becauseof the well­
known characterof Ireland for chastityanddomesticmorality ... which led
themto expecta very heartyresponseto their appealin this country.182

Much of the meetingwas devotedto a refutationof Dr. Thomson'sclaims for the

beneficial results of the Acts at the previous meeting. JamesStansfeldM.P. an

erstwhile memberof Gladstone'scabinet, challengedDr. Thomson'sclaims and

concludedthat 'the principle of these ContagiousDiseasesActs was, in fact, to

177 LNA Report. 1878. p. 35.
171 'ThePioneersof Feminismin Ireland.'Irish Citizen,21 Mar. 1914.p. 347.
179 LNA Report. 1878. p.35.
110 Ibid p.37.
•1. Ibid p.38.
•12 Shield 16Nov. 1878.p. 279.
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propagateand stimulatediseaseby engenderingvice and establishinga systemof

Statedoctorsandpoliceto facilitate its exercise.'183

Thoseat the reconvenedmeeting,judgedthe abandonedmeetingasbeneficial

to the cause.T.W. Russell said that 'the most enthusiasticmeeting held in the

interestsof the movementcould not be moreeffective in drawingpublic attentionto

their proceedingsthanthe row which hadtakenplace.l84 At this removeit is difficult

to judgewhetheror not the disturbancewasan organisedprotestor merely the result

of youthful high spirits. Certainly Dr. Thomson'sclaims for the beneficial resultsof

the Acts would apPearto have had somesupport from the body of the hall. His

assertionthatan 'unholyandimpurecrusadehas beenstartedin Dublin andcarriedon

for the last threeweeks'suggestsa possiblereactionto the extensiveadvertisingof

the public meeting.ISS Mrs. Butler alludedto a writer in The Freeman'sJournal who

acknowledgedthe courageof Englishwomenin the campaignbut 'could not regretif

Irishwomendid not follow their example.'186 That the writer did not realisethat there

wereIrishwomenwho had participatedwith the 'courageous'Englishwomenvirtually

from the beginningreiteratesthevery low profile of the Irish branchof theLNA.

Press coverage of the Irish meeting reveals great uneasinesswith the

involvement of 'ladies' in the movement. The Irish Times was eSPeCially

disapproving:'The entire courseof conductof the Peoplewho have beenthrusting

this unsavoury subject upon the inhabitantsof Dublin is in the highest degree

reprehensible.'Matters once the preserveof medical men, even in the House of

Commonswere discussed'behindcloseddoors' had 'for daysbeen debatedoPenly

and unabashedin this city by someladiesand a small retinueof gentlemen.'117 The

Freeman'sJournal was lesscritical and in an editorial admiredthe 'courage'of the

campaigningladies.The leaderwriter, however,apPearedto havehadhis headfirmly

buriedin thesandregardingprostitutionin Irish garrisontowns:

Thetruth is we know little hereabouttheseActs ... the necessity forthem...
is happilynot asgreatin Irelandasin England... If they arein force in Cork,
and Queenstownas well as at the Curragh,it must be in a very modified
form ... While accordingour mostreSPeCtfuladmirationto thoseladieswho
have identified themselveswith a subjectwhich is generally tabooedwe

.13 Ibid p. 280.
•14 Ibid p. 279.
•IS FJ 2 Nov. 1878.
116 LNA AnnualReport, 1878.p. 40.
117 IT. 4 Nov. 1878.
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think thattheywill not ... find Irelanda goodfield for their laboursandwe ...
will bevery glad if we aresparedthe furtherconsiderationof a matterwhich
is a little too strongfor our Hiberniantastes.188

The accountin The Timesimplied that the disturbancesat the public meetingwere

justified becausethe protesterswere 'shockedat witnessingladiestaking part in the

discussionof sounpleasanta subject.'189

Critics were especiallycensoriousof the postersdisplayedto advertisethe

meetingsandof unsolicitedmaterialdeliveredto privatehouses.Dr. Thomson,at the

abandonedmeeting,objectedto the pollution of the walls of the city 'by placardsin

which statementsgrosslyandfearfully slanderouswerecirculated.(loud applause)'190

TheIrish Times:

had reasonto believethat ... for sometimes pastthe homesof respectable
people have been flooded with the abominationsof an impure literature
circulatedin tractsand pamphletsby a handfulof zealots who really retail
vice in the languageof shamvirtue ... no one can deductthe effect of the
pollutedplacardswhichhavebeenstaringfrom everydeadwall in Dublin.191

Evidence given to the Royal Commission,as mentionedabove, was critical of

campaignersin Cork 'putting placardsbefore young females inviting then to read

theseActs, of which womenneverheardbefore.'192 It is likely that the paidagentsof

the LNA, ratherthanthe 'lady' members,wereresponsiblefor the placingof posters

on Irish walls. In his studyof the repealmovementPaulMcHugh has written that 'A

travellingagent'sprimaryresponsibilitywassimply to visit asmanyareasaspossible,

spreadingtheword andattractingsupport... puttingup bills, distributingliteratureand

generally arousing interest.'193 LNA annual reports mentionedagentsworking in

Ireland. Bligh, a paid agenttouredurbancentresin Ireland in 1875,whenhe excited

great interestby placing large posterson the walls.'194 William Burgessand Mrs.

GoulderalsovisitedIrelandto spreadthewordof therepealmovement.�1�~

The Annual Report for 1878 announcedthe formation of 'An Auxiliary

Committeeof Ladiescomprisingthirty members'to act with the 'mixed committee'

of Mrs. Haslam,'who has so long andearnestlyservedour causein Dublin' already

III FJ. 2 Nov. 1878.
119 The Times.4 Nov. 1878.
190 FJ. 2 Nov. 1878.
191 IT. 4 Nov. 1878.
192 ReportoftheRoyalCommissionon theCDAs Q. 18,798.p. 677.
193 McHugh. Prostitution.p. 131.
194 LNA Report. 1875.pp. 13-14.
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'local secretaryandcorrespondent'of the Dublin Branchof the LNA, wasappointed

treasurerof the Auxiliary committee.l96 Onecansee,from JosephineButler'sDublin

speech,how the campaigninevitably strengthenedthe demandfor votesfor women.

She called the legislature: 'A Parliamentcomposedof men only, making the laws

which areto influencefamily life in thewhole future,while womenaresitting silently

in their homesandforbiddento speak.'197

The leadershipof theLNA initially encouragedrescuework, but by 1878 'had

grown wary of the rescueimpulse'.198The 1878 report'sconclusionstressedthat,

howevernecessaryandpraiseworthythework of rescueofprostitutes:

we regard with regret and even alarm the strong diversion of our forces
which has taken place in somelocalities ... from the all-importantaim of
combatingthe Stateregulationof vice, which meansthepublic recognition
ofthe necessityofvicefor men, to the almostexclusiveobjectof gathering
up the poor brokenfragmentsof the womanhoodsacrificedto that impious
doctrine, and restoringthem to an honestlife. This latter work is ....
necessary... but thereare a hundredwomenwho will engagein it, for one
will takeup themoreunpopularandlaboriousanddifficult work of carrying
ona well-sustainedcrusade.199

Thereis no recordofanyattemptby the Irish LNA to involve itself in rescuework.

The emphasison the campaignin Irelandin 1878would appearto haveled to

greateractivity by the Dublin Committee.Mrs. Haslamappearedasa memberof the

Londonexecutivecommitteein the eleventhannualreport.200 The Dublin Committee

were reportedto havemet every month at the housesof memberswith an average

attendanceofaboutforty. It organisedfive meetings'ona largerscale'in thedrawing

roomsof hotels,Friends'Meeting Housesand roomsattachedto churchesat which

'earnestand powerful addresseswere delivered ... A greatly increasedinterestwas

excited amongstladies' which resultedin an increaseof membership.The Dublin

Association now numbered over one hundred women.' A pamphlet Immoral

Legislatio,r°l 'was compiled by a member'; addressedto the Irish clergy it was

fundedby the Provostof Trinity, the ReverendH. Lloyd. Two hundredcopieswere

sentto ministersof the 'different denominations'and Mrs. Lloyd distributeda large

195 See Ibid. p. 13; 1878.p. 9.
196 LNA Report. 1878.pp. 36-7.
197 Ibid. p. 40.
191 Walkowitz. Prostitution. pp. 132, 133.
199 LNA AnnualReport. 1880.p. 43.
100 Ibid. 1881.
201 ImmoralLegislation.(Dublin: LNA, 1880).
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numberamongstthe 'clergymenof the Irish Church.'The 'mixedcommittee'of men

and women was re-organisedand also held meetings.Thus the campaignwould

appearto have beensteppedup considerably. There is however,evidenceof the

public unpopularity of the causein the recountingof difficulties experiencedin

organising 'anotherseriesof massmeetings.'ClergYmen were reportedas being

unwilling 'to lend their rooms for this purposeor to persuadetheir membersto

attend,'suggestinga fearof a repeatof thedisorderat the 1878public meetingin the

Rotunda.202

The 1881 report recordeda trip by Mrs. Haslamto London to representthe

Dublin Association. Many meetingswere held in Dublin which resulted in new

membersjoining. The list of subscribersfrom Dublin, however,doesnot reflect this

increasein membership.'Thirty-six petitions have beenpresentedby members[of

parliament]during the last sessionfrom variousmeetingsandreligiousbodiesin the

city and suburbs; also memorials to Mr. Gladstone,and our city, county, and

universitymembers.'An accountof peripheraleventsin Dublin reflect the Haslams'

allied interestsandwerealsoperhapsincludedto supplementa rathermeagrereport.

The committeehad beenaddressedon the dutiesof mothers;an accountwas also

givenofa speechdeliveredin Dublin on 'thenecessityfor makingthe law asstringent

in Ireland as in Englandto securethe liability of fathersof illegitimate children for

their support,and of a talk on the 'Evils surroundingthe presentlaw of seduction.'

Thesesubjectshadbeenaddressedat lengthby Haslamin The DutiesofParentsand

Prostitution both of which, reflectedthe ethosof the repealassociations'insistence

on 'moral purity' of men. It was thoughtworthy of mention by the writer (Anna

Haslam)that 'severalladiesaswell asgentlemenjoined' in discussionsfollowing the

abovetalks.203

The 1882reportsuggests,thatevenamongthe convertsto the cause,interest

had waned. The Committee 'has tried to keep up the interestof friends here by

circulatingpapers,canvassingfor signaturesto petitionsandholdinga few meetings.'

Among the meetingsmentionedwas an addressto 'a little companyat the Friends'

Meeting House, Monkstown, and a meeting in the small hall Christian Union

Buildings.' The tone of Anna Haslam'sreport seemsdispirited, the use of the

2102 LNA Report. 1880. p. 13.
203 Ibid 1881.pp. 26-7.
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adjectives'few', 'little' and 'small' emphasisethe modestextentof the Dublin effort

andthe hoPethat 'manyladies... will help us morevigorously in the future' seemsa

vain one.204

By 1883 the sustainedcampaigninsideand outsidethe Commons,'beganto

reappositiveresults.On 12 April 1883,theNationalLiberal Federationsupportedthe

rePealof the Acts.' Eight dayslaterJamesStansfeldM.P., veterancampaigner,made

a powerful SPeechin the Houseof Commonsduring which he confessedthat he

loathedhavingto sPeakonthesubjectof 'hygiene'campaign:

What I havedoneI havedonefor convictionandfor duty'ssake,andnever
will I abandona duty which I haveonceundertakento fulfil, nor will I cease
until I haveprovedthe hygienic failure and impostureof the Acts ... I have
never admitted the possibility of any dissonancebetweenthe moral and
hygienic law. The law of moralsandthe law of physicalhealtharebut parts
of the harmoniouswhole - that great,that supremeprovidential law under
which we hold ourhumanlives.20s

Stansfeldmoved a resolution for that 'the House disapprovesof the compulsory

examinationof womenunderthe CDAs' and 'Twenty membersof the Government,

including the Premier,eithervoted or paired in favour of the Resolutionand it was

carried by a majority of 72.' The long awaitedvictory took everyoneby surprise

includingthemembersof theLNA in thegallery. Thecompulsoryclausesof theActs

wereSUSPendedimmediately.206The Bill 'for the total andunconditionalrePeal'was

introducedin the Houseof Commons,in 1886,againby Stansfeld,and was passed

without division on its secondreading.207 The greatcontributionof the Hon James

StansfeldM.P. 'whose faithful advocacyof this unpopularcausein the House of

Commons has been crowned with so great a moral victory' was gratefully

acknowledged.The Ladies'National Association,in its triumphanteditorial claimed

equalcreditwith the maleNARCDA for the successfuloutcome:'As an Association

of Womenwe desireto thank all the good men who, with unwearieddevotionand

zeal,havesharedthework of Repealin GreatBritain from thebeginningto theendof

the prolongedconflict.,201Thereis no suggestion,hereor elsewhere,that the Ladies'

204 Ibid. /882. pp. 23-4.
20S Hansard.3rd series (20 Apr. 1883),p.278.Col. 749ff.
206 LNA AnnualReport. 1884. pp. 16-7.
7m Ibid 1886.p. 19.
- Ibid p. 19.
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NationalAssociationconsidereditself in any way asa subsidiaryfemaleassociation;

theacknowledgement,if anYthing,suggeststhatthewomenwereto thefore.

Theconfidenteditorialsof thereportsfrom thepostrepealperiodillustratethe

inevitableevolutionof the movementinto a full scalecampaignfor the parliamentary

vote for women: 'Whenour work began,nearly twenty yearsago, few, if any, of us

realisedthat we were laying anaxeto the very root of political despotismand social

wrong as well. '209 Women who had experiencedthe heady elation of successfully

lobbying to overturn legislationenactedby the British Parliament,were unlikely to

continueto acceptthe denial of democraticparticipationin electingthat parliament.

Theoverlapbetweenactivismin theCDA areaandthe suffrageareahas beenalready

mentionedin relation to the Haslams;they were not unique. Although Millicent

Fawcett,the British suffrageleaderdistancedherselffrom the prostitution issuefor

fear of bringing her suffragework into disrepute,many early suffragistsinvolved

themselvesin thecampaign.Walkowitzcalledthe repealcampaignthe 'first exposure

to political activity' for women.210 In Ireland the leadersof the LNA, IsabellaTod

andAnnaHaslam,werealsoactivein the infant suffragemovement.The overlapwas

significant in that the repealcampaignevolvedinto what Levine has called 'a more

cohesiveandconsumingperspectiveon women'srights' on thepartofactivistwomen

who 'were now conceptualizingand vocalizing palpableconnectionsbetweenthese

variouscampaignsin a concretemanner.'211

The successfuloutcomeof the long campaignagainsttheCDAs did not result

in thedisbandingof theLadies'NationalAssociation.From 1884onwards,the reports

revealanalignmentwith thesocialpurity movement. Ironically this alignmentcaused

the libertariandefendersof prostitutesof the CDA campaignto becomeallied with

whateventuallybecamea repressivemovement.Therepealersbelievedthatmen,not

prostitutes,were 'sourceof contagionand moral corruption'.212 The social purity

movementinitially soughtto reform male sexualityand the moralsof the working

class. It eventually sought to regulateworking-classbehaviour,especially that of

working-classwomenby methodswhich rangedfrom philanthropic'rescue'work to

vigilante activities. While Anna Haslamdoesnot appearto have becomeactively

209 Ibid 1887.p. 19.
210 Walkowitz. Prostitution.p. 134.
211 L· 'C' •• L. 92evme.remlmst rves. p. .
212 Mort. DangerousSexualities.p. 94.
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involved in themovement,sheapprovinglyrecordedthevisit of Miss Ellice Hopkins,

thesocialpurity campaignerin May 1885. Hermeetingswerevery well attended:

Miss Hopkins' powerful and touching addressesexcited considerable
interest,andresultedin the formationofa Men'sSocialPurity andVigilance
Committeewith the Archbishop of Dublin at its head; the Dean of the
ChapelRoyalandleadingministersin variousdenominationstakingpart.213

Ellice Hopkins 'providedimpetusanddirectionfor the newinterestin sexualpolitics.

Shewas central in forging an inter-denominationalsocial-purity movement.,214 She

hadby themid 1880sorganised'hundredsof malechastityleaguesandfemalerescue

societies.,21S Shewas noted for her power to move an audience;the Archbishopof

Dublin wrote: 'her tender,pathetic,and touching words went through like winged

arrows into the hearts of those who heard her.,216 Haslam also mentioned the

formation of the Union for the Care and Protectionof Young Girls 'under the

Presidencyof TheLady Plunkett... It includesvariousCommitteesworking underthe

following heads:Preventative,Educational,Legislative,and Petitioning,Workhouse

and Magdalen,Vigilance and RescueWork.,217 Anna wrote years later to Marie

Stopesconcerningthe visit of Hopkinsto Dublin andrecountedthat, at a meetingin

Dublin in October 1918, she had given an accountof the CDA campaignwhich

includeda mentionofHopkins'svisit to Dublin.2ls

Although the social purity Movementwas repressivein tendency,it initially

attracted many LNA supporters, including JosephineButler herself who later

resigned. Ellice Hopkins'scampaignwas directedat men; it soughtto inculcatein

themmoralpurity comparableto thatevincedby purewomen. Thedoctrineof sexual

restraint,alreadyembracedby womenaccordingto theprevailingstereotypeandnow

preachedto men, laid the foundationsfor a moreegalitariancodeof sexualrelations

within marriage. It also implicitly proclaimedthe moral superiorityof women,thus

213 LNA AnnualReport. 1885.pp. 24-5.
214 EdwardJ. Bristow. ViceandVigilance. (Dublin: Gill andMacmillan, 1977),p. 94.
215 JudithR. Walkowitz. 'Male Vice andFemaleVirtue: Feminismandthe Politicsof Prostitutionin
NineteenthCenturyBritain.' History Workshop:A Journalo/SocialistandFeministHistorians, 13,
Spring 1982,p. 86.
216 Bristow. Vice andVigilance. p. 104.
217 LNA AnnualReport. 1885.p. 25.
211 AH to M. SlOpes.16Oct. 1918.CMAC.
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strengtheningtheir causeof equal rights. 'In feminist hands,desexualisationcould

empowerwomento attackthecustomaryprerogativeof men.,219

The White Cross Army, Ellice Hopkins's male social purity society, was

dedicatedto the singlestandardof morality andchastity. Early feministsdemanded

the raising of male moral standardsand by so doing refusedto countenancethe

stereotypeof the Victorian maleunableto overcomehis passions,andthus forced to

usethe servicesof a prostitute.Anna Haslamincluded 'Social Purity' in the list of

associationsto which shewasaffiliated but thereareno detailsavailableof the extent

of her involvement.220 Although Haslamappearsfrom her 1918 letter to Stopesto

have been uncritical of the social purity movement,JosephineButler eventually

disassociatedherselffrom it; shedisapprovedof its 'fatuousbeliefthatyou canoblige

humanbeingsto be moral by force, and in so doing that you can promote social

purity.,221 It appearsthat 'A Dublin White Cross Vigilance Society' employed

vigilante-like methodswhen it 'fielded a midnight patrol of two-dozenyoung men

who keptcustomersawayfrom the city's brothelsby accostingthemin the dark with

identifying lanterns.,222

The Dublin branchof the Ladies'National Associationalso sent resolutions

'thanking Mr. Stead for his brave and noble advocacyand also petitioning Her

Majestyfor his release.'Stead,a crusadingjournalist,hadpublishedin ThePall Mall

Gazettein 1885,an exposeof child prostitution in London which electrified public

opinion. The responseto Stead'srevelationsin 'The Maiden'sTribute' that it was

possible to purchasea child prostitute for five pounds, and to his subsequent

imprisonment,unitedpeopleof diversebeliefs in outragedreaction. A hugerally in

Hyde Park, attendedby a quarterof a million people, including Michael Davitt,

remindedJosephineButler of the 'revolutiondays in Paris.' Walkowitz haswritten

that: 'For one brief moment feminists and PerSOnal-rightsadvocatesjoined with

Anglican bishopsand Socialiststo protest the corruption by aristocratsof young

innocents.'223Theextentof thereactionto 'TheMaidenTribute' ensuredthe passage

of the Criminal Law AmendmentAct of 1885,which raisedthe ageof consentfor

young girls from thirteento sixteenand was regarded'as a substantialtriumph for

219 Walkowitz. Male Vice. p. 86.
220 Typescript.IHA Archive.
221 Walkowitz. Prostitution.p. 252.
221 Bristow. ViceandVigilance. p. 104.
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feministsandpuritans.They lookedto the eventsof the yearasa turning point in the

history of moralsandasan exampleof how womenmight cleansesociety.,n4 Anna

Haslam knew William Stead: 'The last time W.T. Stead was in Dublin he ...

exclaimed"Mrs. Haslam,I haveknownyou for the last forty years."nsIsabellaTod

gavea talk on Steadin Dublin in 1886.226

The later reportsof the Ladies'NationalAssociationshowconcernwith state

regulation of prostitution in British colonies and chronicle Haslam's continued

involvementasa memberof theexecutive.

Although the Irish campaignagainstthe CDAs did not involve largenumbers

and was confined to memberswho were not Roman Catholic,the nucleus of

campaigners,in which the Haslamswereto the fore, wasinvolvedfrom thebeginning

andpersevereduntil the Acts wererepealed.Anna Haslam'sown admissionthat the

extentof her involvementinterferedwith her suffragework, demonstratesthe time­

consuming extent of her repeal activities but may underestimatethe ultimate

importanceof the CDA campaignto the suffragequestion. Thomas,too, playedhis

part in the repealmovementasa memberofNARCDA; his pamphleton prostitution

demonstratedhis feminist stanceon thesubjectandreiteratedhis revulsion,sharedby

the Ladies' National Association, of the double standard of sexuality which

underpinnedthe legislation.He sawthe Acts asa manifestationof the powerlessness

of unfranchisedwomenandstressedthenecessityof their obtainingthe vote. That the

repealmovementin Ireland fought an uphill battle againstapathy,and occasionally

vociferous protest, is clearly demonstratedby the LNA's annual reports to which

Anna Haslamunfailingly contributed. The Irish campaignersdo not appearto have

involved themselveswith the subjecteddistricts, but to have engagedin meetings,

petitionsandgeneralconsciousnessraising.Therewas no successfulalliancewith the

working classwhich wasa potentfeatureof theEnglishmovement.Althoughthereis

evidenceof public advertisingcampaignsin Dublin, Cork andotherurbancentres,it

appearsthat suchcampaignsemanatedfrom London.The hostility engenderedby the

1878 public meeting in Dublin reveals the Irish membersas willing to expose

themselvesto opprobrium;the tenorof the speechesat that meeting,however,reveal

223 Walkowitz. Prostitution. p.247.
224 EdwardJ. Bristow. ViceandVigilance. (Dublin: Gill andMacmillan, 1977),p. 114.
m 'Pioneersof Feminismin Ireland.' in TheIrish Citizen.21 March 1914.p. 347.
226 LNA Report. 1886.p. 25.
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the lack of impactmadeby the campaignon the pressandpublic. Nor are thereany

reportsof activistsvisiting the subjecteddistricts toexaminethe working of the Acts

ontheground.

In theLNA, feministschallengedthesexualdoublestandardby demandingan

end to statecondonedmale 'unchastity';womenbecameactivists in the attemptto

transformbehaviour,ratherthan,ashitherto,passivesubjectsof prescriptiveideology.

Millicent Fawcett, the pioneerof the English suffragist movement,pragmatically

separatedherselffrom the campaignas shefeared 'confusingan alreadyunpopular

questionwith a new, muchmorecontroversialone,'227but acknowledgedthat it had

been invaluable 'in shedding light on the wider aspect of women's place as

responsiblecitizens in the body politic.,228 Anna Haslam, however, founded her

suffragesocietywhile an activecampaignerfor the repealof the CDAs. The public

identification of respectablemiddle-classwomen with thosewhom society saw as

fallen, depraved and degradedwas a remarkable phenomenon;active political

campaigningby womenevenmoreso.

The Irish campaignfor repeal was contemporaneouswith the start of the

campaignfor the enfranchisementof women.Many of its supportersalso supported

repealof theCDAs. While somefeministsin England'heldaloof from thecampaign

asthey 'werecommittedto cautiousadvance,fearful ofjeopardisinghard-wongains,'

the Haslams,particularlyAnna,workedsimultaneouslyfor suffrage,for the repealof

the Acts and for the extension of educational opportunities to women. The

involvement of Thomas, and the writing and researchingof his pamphlet on

prostitution,may well havebeenresponsiblefor the developmentof the doctrineof

moral restraintwith its total rejectionof the moraldoublestandard,so compellingly

championedin Dutiesto Parents.

RayStrachey,in anearlyhistoryofsuffrage,claimedthattheLNA campaign:

changedthe whole basisof sex morality and swept away a multitude of
shams. When Mrs. Butler came forward in the cause,a double moral
standardwas not only toleratedbut widely upheld; before she had been
working a year that comfortable assumptionwas upset ... its hold on
thoughtfulandseriouspeoplewasdestroyed.

229

227 McHugh.Prostitution.p. 266.
221 Millicent Fawcett.JosephineButler. (London,Associationfor Moral & Socialhygiene,
1927),p. 105.
229 Strachey.Cause.p.204.
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Thomasand Anna Haslam were typical of the membershipof the rePeal

movementin that their backgroundwas Quakerand they 'were part of a reform

tradition.,230 Many rePealerscamefrom an anti-slaverybackground.231 Thomas,like

manyhusbandsof womenin the LNA washimselfinvolved in the campaignandof

coursehe Pennedhis pamphletin oppositionto theActs. FrankMort has written that

'in their private lives many of the rePealerssought to live out the ideal of

companionatemarriage.This wasseenasanequalunionbetweenhusbandandwife ...

cementedby the power of human love.,232 This descriptionneatly fits the Haslam

marriage. It is likely that the public discourseon the sexual double standardwas

instrumentalin the formulation of Haslam'sfeminist theory. The agitation for the

rePealof the CDA was important in the shapingof a feminist discourseagainstthe

inequity of the double standardof morality. The influence of the CDA rePeal

movementin thestrugglewasrecognisedby suffragiststhemselves.In 1912the non­

militant National Union of Women'sSuffrageSocietiesre-issuedJosephineButler's

Reminiscencesof a Great Crusadein a de-luxe edition. The militant suffragettes

praisedher work which 'has sown the seedsof a mighty harvestwhich othersare

aboutto reap.,233

230 Maria Luddy. Womenand Philanthropyin Nineteenth-CentuTyIreland (Cambridge:Cambridge

D.P., 1995), p. 143. .
23\ PhilippaLevine. Victorian Feminism1850-1950.(London:Hutehmson,1987),p. 148.
232 FrankMort. DangerousSexualities:Medico-moralPolitics in Englandsince1830.(Routledge&

KeganPaul. 1987),p. 91.
233 TheSuffragette.11 July 1913.p. 660.
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Chapter5

tFull ofperseveranceandbuoyantenergy'!:
TheHaslams,nineteenthcenturysuffragecampaign.'

Many accountsof the suffrage campaign treat the contribution of Anna

Haslamasa mereprologueto the suffragettecampaignof the early twentiethcentury

and give little credit to her achievements. RosemaryOwens'sseminal work on

suffrage, Smashing Times, deals with the period 1889-1922. While Owens

acknowledgesthatAnnaandThomas'formedthe first suffragesocietyin Dublin', she

arguesthat 'it would appearthat up to 1896the Haslamsand their colleagueswere

preachingto the converted.'AlthoughOwens'saccountdescribesthe methodologyof

the DWSA,2 shearguesthat, 'despitethe flurry of lettersandpetitions,very little was

achieveduntil 1896,when the societywas twenty yearsin existence.,3Louise Ryan

states that the DWSA's 'main tactics included writing letters and petitions to

Parliamentas well as holding small meetings,usually in the drawing rooms of

members' houses.'" Margaret Ward writes that: 'A Dublin Women Suffrage

Associationhad been formed as early as 1876 by the Quaker couple Anna and

ThomasHaslam.This held few public meetings,concentratingmostof its activitiesin

thedrawingroomof the influential.' Howeversheconcedesthatwhile 'sucha genteel

pleafor the franchise'wasnot attractiveto youngwomen'theHaslam'sgroupwould

be an importantfirst stagefor manyyoungmilitants. It servedan invaluablefunction

in providinga forum wherelike-mindedpeoplecouldmeet.'s ClionaMurphy'swork

on the Irish suffragemovementin theearly twentiethcenturycreditsthe Haslamswith

'working quietly but steadily' in the courseof lives devoted'to the promotion of

women in local and national government.,6 Hanna SheehySkeffington, however,

I HelenBlackburn.Women'sSuffrage:A Recordofthe Women'sSuffrageMovementin theBritish
Isles. (London: Williams & Norgate,1902).Blackburn'sdescriptionof AH: 'In Mrs. Haslamthe
Women'sSuffrage causehad... found a worker full of perseveranceandbuoyantenergy."p. 129.
2 Dublin Women'sSuffrageAssociationfoundedin 1876.AnnaandThomasHaslamwerefounder
members.
3 RosemaryCullenOwens.SmashingTimes:A History oftheIrish Women'sSuffrageMovement1889-
1922.( Dublin: Attic Press,1984),pp. 23,27.
.. LouiseRyan. Irish Feminismandthe Vote. (Dublin: Folens,1996),p. 7.
5 MargaretWard.HannaSheehySkeffington:A Life. (Cork: Attic Press,1997),p. 15.
6 ClionaMurphy. The Women'sSuffrageMovementandIrish Societyin theEarly TwentiethCentury.
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calledAnna a 'Quakerrebel,oneof the mostconsistentandardentfeminists I have

known of the old school' and acknowledgedthat the DWSA (later IWSLGA) 'did

mucheducativespadework.,7 Thereis in all thesejudgementsa seriousundervaluing

of the sustainedefforts of the first waveof suffragistactivism SPearheadedby Anna

Haslam. She was that oXYmoronic animal - a genteelrevolutionary,but twentieth

centurycommentatorsonly seethe gentility andtotally overlookthe radicalnatureof

her campaign'sdemands. HannaSheehySkeffingtonemergedas the leaderof the

secondwave of feminist activism in Ireland. The activism and militancy of this

secondwave shouldnot be seenasbelittling or erasingwhat Haslamhad achieved.8

While the ultimate victory of the vote was not won until 1918,Haslam'scampaigns

had enjoyedno little success.Shehadbroughtthequestionofequalityinto thepublic

arena. Shehad barragedMPs with Petitions,liaisedwith, and achievedrecognition

from, the internationalwomen'smovement. Shewasresponsiblefor recruitingmany

prominentmento fight for thecauseof women'sequality,albeit in a law-abidingand

Perhapsunexcitingway. Her efforts helPedto win the right of Irish women tostand

for electionasPoorLaw Guardiansandasmembersof rural anddistrict councils. She

wasaboveall aneXPertlobbyistandthat is notexcitingstuff. Thesuffiagettes,on the

other hand, broke windows, barracked political leaders, and got themselves

imprisoned. They were a different generationwho had benefitedfrom the earlier

campaignof Haslamand her co-workerswhich enabledand empoweredthe later

wave of militant feminism. David Rubensteinhas stated that in England 'the

suffragettedecadebeforethe outbreakof war in 1914... is often treatedas if it were

unrelatedto movementsof opinionwhich precededit, or at leastasan exaggeratedly

sharpbreakwith the past.' He goeson to arguethat the earlier nineteenthcentury

Period'fascinatingand importantin itself, formed an essentialbackgroundto a new,

strongerand betterorganisedmovementwhich ... increasedthe effectivenessor at

leasttheprominenceof thewomen'scausein thenewcentury."

From the Perspectiveat the endof the twentiethcentury, in an agewhich is

(New York: HarvesterWheatsheaf,1987), p. 17.
7 HannaSheehySkeffmgton.'Reminiscencesof an Irish Suffragette.'Votesfor Women:Irish
Women'sStruggleforthe Vote. (Dublin: SheehySkeffington& Owens,1975),p.12
• Here'first wave' is usedto definethenineteenthcenturymovementand•secondwave'thetwentieth
centurymilitant movement.
9 David Rubenstein.BeforetheSuffragettes:Women'sEmancipationin the 1890s.(Brighton;
Harvester,1986),pp. x, xv.
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sometimescalled post-feminist,it is difficult to appreciatethe radical natureof the

original feminist discourse. Nineteenthcenturyfeministshadto challengethe view

the citizenshipwas possible,and preferable,only for male headsof households;an

ideaasold asthepolis andentrenchedin Europeanclassicaleducation.They had to

couchtheir demandsin the contemporarylanguageof male political thoughtand to

overturnthe preceptthat the subjectionof womenby menwasnatural. They had to

challengethe dominantVictorian ideology of the womanas belongingonly to the

private sphere- the Angel of the HousesYndrome. Anna Haslamrepresentsan

almost textbook caseof the developmentof feminist consciousness.Feminismis

firmly rooted in Enlightenmentideas of individual natural rights. This was very

evident in the conventionat SenecaFalls in 1848 whereone of resolutions�p�a�s�~

declaredthat it wasself-evidentthatmenandwomenwerecreatedequal. Oncethat

credo was acceptedthen obviously and logically women were entitled to equal

educational,legalandsocialopportunities.Anna Haslamwaseducated;thequality of

hermoral educationwasmanifestby herphilanthropicwork; shewasengagedin the

improvementof society, and most importantly the reality of educationand self­

improvementempoweredher to arguelogically the causefor equality in the political

sphere.Her philanthropy,andher Quakerupbringing,hadalsoensuredthat shewas

adeptin thework ofadministration.

In the thirty yearsof the 'first wave' of suffragistactivity, Anna Haslamand

herco-workersmayhaveachievedno morethan propagandavictoriesin thecampaign

for the parliamentaryvote. But at local levelshe,andher co-workers,had achieved

significantgains.The passingof the Women'sPoorLaw Guardians(Ireland)Act in

1896 had beenachievedby the 'indefatigablefriend' of the DWSA, W. Johnston

M.P., who had introducedthe bill and safely carriedit throughall stages.This act

allowedwomenin Irelandto standfor electionasPoorLaw Guardians(PLG). There

was an immediate and enthusiasticresponsein the Dublin organisation, ably

orchestratedby Anna Haslam.Womencandidateswere electedto office; a drive to

registerwomenvotersalloverthecountrywasundertaken,Anna producedpamphlets

containingpractical advice to women wishing to stand for election. A sustained

campaignfor theemploymentofwomenassanitaryinspectors,asinstructressesin the

newly formedDepartmentof AgricultureandTechnicalInstruction,asworkhouseand

poor law officials, met with no little success. Women graduates,whoseaccessto
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educationhadbeenthe subjectof campaigningby Haslamandher fellow membersof

theCentralAssociationof Irish Schoolmistresses,joinedtheDWSA. Their awareness

of the causeof suffragewasheightenedby their educationand informedby the long

and painstaking,if unexciting,endeavoursof the DWSA. Their very impatienceof

these younger women with the methods of the older generation was an

acknowledgementof how well that first wave of feminism had succeededin its

educativegoal,at leastwhereyoungeducatedwomenwereconcerned.

David Rubensteinhas written thatby the 1890s,'thepagesof newspapersand

literary journals confirm the topicality of the "women question" ... Publicity arose

from and reinforcedself-confidenceon the part of increasingnumbersof women.'10

This self-confidence,acquiredby dint of sustainedeffort in the faceof frustrationand

discouragementon the part of the first wave, benefitedthe new generationand,

ironically, resultedin their dismissalof thepioneersasineffectualandtimid. Thefirst

wave, interestingand innovative in itself, formed the bedrockon which the new,

vibrant,militant movementwasbuilt.

While therearemanysimilaritiesbetweenthe suffragesituationin Irelandand

GreatBritain, the Irish campaignwas complicatedby the 'national question.' The

younger suffragists who emergedto form the Irish Women's FranchiseLeague

(lWFL) in 1908 were nationalistand pro Home Rule. Anna Haslamwas a staunch

unionist and the DWSA, while having memberswith Home Rule aspirations,was

largely unionist in sympathy. The nationalistwing of suffragewas engagedin the

seconddecadeof the centuryin a vigorousdebatewith activist separatistwomenon

the questionof priorities. Suffragistsarguedthat, without the vote, women were

powerlessand, in the eventof independencewould haveno input in the formationof

the new state.Separatists,on the other hand, felt that that it would be invidious to

accept the vote from a Westminstergovernment;they worked for independence,

confidentthatonceit wasachieved,their effortswould berewardedby thegrantingof

full equalityby the rulersof the state.This debateis well documentedandwill not be

discussedat lengthin this work as it did not engageAnna Haslamor the organisation

which shefounded. However,the spadework of Haslamandher cohorts,influenced

not only youngersuffragists,but also the separatistwomen,who, on the whole, were

suffragist also. Without the emergenceof women into the public sphere in the
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nineteenthcentury,theactivitiesof youngwomenin suffrageandnationalistcausesin

the twentiethcenturywould have beenunthinkable. The suffragettewomenof the

early twentiethcenturycouldbe saidto havetakenthejusticeof their causeso much

for granted, that they undervaluedthe achievementsof those who succeededin

bringing the questionsuccessfullyinto the public domain.They took for grantedthe

issues,raisedby women'srights campaignersin thepast,which hadbeenresolvedin

their favour. TheMarriedWomenPropertyAct gavewomengreatercontrolovertheir

property; the ContagiousDiseasesActs had beenrepealed,greateraccesshad been

gainedto education,at both secondandthird level anda numberof professionshad

beenopenedto women.

Undoubtedlythenewwomenof thenewcenturycontributedto the increasein

prominenceof the women'scause. Thereis an argumentthat the nineteenthcentury

women'smovement'wastoo moderateandcautiousto achieveits goal, too muchpart

of thepolitical andsocialestablishmentof its dayto resortto theunorthodoxweapons

which alonecould bring women'ssuffrageinto the realmof practicalpolitics.'11 A

counter argumentsuggeststhat such unorthodox methodsharmed the causeand

alienatedvital parliamentarysupport. There is sometruth in both arguments.The

nineteenthcenturymovementwas moderatewhen comparedto the suffragettesand

voting patternsof parliamentsin the suffragetteerashowa declinein supportfor the

causeon thefloor of thehouse.FennerBrockerwritesthatthereis little doubtthatthe

suffi'agetteslost supportfor their causeby militant actionsandcorrespondingly:'The

Parliamentary majority for women's suffrage, reflecting public opinion,

disappeared.'12 Previouslywhenthe moderatesuffrageassociationswere to the fore,

repeatedparliamentarymajorities were achievedfor first and secondreadingsof

suffragebills, all ultimately unsuccessful.Had their campaignbeenmore forceful,

perhapstheir causewould have beenespousedby a political party rather than by

individual membersof Parliament. The movementfor suffrage was, even at its

height,a minority cause,but therewasa steadyincreasein numbersbothmilitant and

non-militantup to the outbreakof World War 1. Although the moderateandmilitant

movementscoexisted,not always hannoniously, in the early twentieth century,

10 Ibid p. xv.
II Ibid. p. xii.
12 FennerBrockway.'Foreword'.ConstanceRoverWomen'sSuffrageand Party Politics in Britain
1866-1914.(London:Routledge& KeganPaul,1967),p. v.
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militancy did not suddenly appearfrom nowhere; it evolved from the moderate

movement. Anna Haslamuniquelyspannedbotherasliterally from startto finish. A

study of the later period of her activity reveals the similarities, as much as the

differences,betweenthe old movementandthe new. The GreatWar andthe War of

Independencemuddy the waterssomewhatwhen trying to apportioncredit for the

achievementof thevote.Theargumentdevelopedin this chapteris thatAnna,andto a

lesser degree Thomas, Haslam's contribution to the successfuloutcome of the

suffragecampaignis importantand significant and without it is unlikely that there

would havebeena 'secondwave'of activist feministsin Ireland. In the early daysof

the suffragemovement,andthe Haslamswere involved from the start, it was daring

and innovative for women to speak in public and those women who addressed

meetings often encounteredconsiderablehostility and were consideredto have

disgracedthemselves. By the end of the century women speakershad become

acceptableandmundane,which, of coursemeantthataspropagandists,theywereto a

certain degree,less effective. Ratherthan such women being criticised for 'stale'

tactics, surely they should be praised for their ground breaking activities which

enabledthosewho cameafterthemto confidentlyenterthepublic sphere.

While Anna Haslam'sfeminismwasgroundedin her upbringingin a Quaker

household,her marriage to a feminist theorist was a significant factor in her

emergenceasactivist for the cause. Oneof the defining momentsof Anna'slife was

theappendingofhersignatureto thepetitionofJohnStuartMill in 1866;this fact was

alwaysmentionedwhenevershewas interviewedor written about. It is very likely

that hadthe petitionnot beenconfinedto women,Thomastoo would haveappended

his signature.TheHaslams,of necessity, lookedto Westminsterfor reform andin his

lettersto Thomas,JohnStuartMill mentionedthe needfor a suffragecampaignin

Dublin.

The petition presentedby John Stuart Mill marked the start of the public

campaignfor votes for women. Mill had been electedto representthe City of

Westminsterin 1865despitehis pre-electionstipulationthathewould not canvassfor

electionand,if elected,would not undertakeanyconstituencybusiness.He promised,

however,to work for women'ssuffrage. The embryonicEnglishwomen'ssuffrage

movemententhusiasticallysupportedMill's candidature;a carriagewascoveredwith

placardsurging votes for him, earninghim the doubtful accoladeof the 'man who
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wantsto havegirls in Parliament.'13 Mill's election,and the imminentReform Bill,

was the catalyst for the formation of the Women's Suffrage Association which

collected approximately1,500 signaturesto a petition for votes for women. The

petition claimed: 'That the participationof womenin the Governmentis consistent

with the principlesof the British Constitutioninasmuchas womenin theseislands

havealwaysbeenheld capableof sovereignty,and womenare eligible for various

public offices.' The petition further sought'the representationof all householders,

without distinctionof sex,who possesssuchpropertyor suchrentalqualificationas

your honourableHousemay determine.'14 Mill consideredthe completedpetition

something'he could brandishwith effect.'IS His successin bringing about the first

debateon women'ssuffragewas in his opinion, the most importantpublic service

which he performedin the Houseof Commons. In May 1867,during the debateon

theReformBill, hemovedthattheword 'man'be replacedby theword 'person'thus

ensuring'that the questionof a woman'sright to vote was heardfor the first time in

modemhistory in the legislativeassemblyof acivilized country.'After a shortdebate

adivision wastakenandMill's amendmentreceived73 votesor almosta 'third of the

thin attendance.'16 He was pleasedthat the introductionof the topic had given an

'immenseimpulseto thequestion.'17

The successfulpetition was the catalystfor the formation of a 'provisional'

London committeethe membershipof which includedthe Deanof Canterburyand

Emily Davies. In January1867, a committeewas formed in Manchesterfor the

'promotion of the enfranchisementof women.'18 In the autumn of 1867, the

'provisional'Londoncommitteebecamethe LondonNational Societyfor Women's

Suffiage.19 In August1867,Mill wrote to ThomasHaslamacknowledgingreceiptof

13 Ray Strachey. TheCause:A ShortHistory ofthe Women'sMovementin GreatBritain. (London:
Virago, 1978),p.l03.
14 Petition To theHonourabletheCommonsofthe UnitedKingdomofGreatBritain andIrelandin
parliamentassembledpresentedby JohnStuartMill on 7 June 1866.
15 Strachey.Cause. p. 105.
16 Michael St. JohnPacke.The Life ofJohnStuartMill. (London:Secker& Warburg,1954),p. 492.
17 Mill to theeditorof TheAnti-SlaveryStandard4 July 1867.Cited in ibid
II HelenBlackburn.Women'sSuffrage:A Recordofthe Women'sSuffrageMovementin theBritish
Isleswith BiographicalSketchesofMiss Becker.(London:Williams & Norgate,1902),pp. 58-59.
HelenBlackburn (1842-1903)wasa nativeof ValentiaIsland,Co. Kerry, secretaryto theCentral
Committeeof theNationalSocietyfor Women'sSuffragefrom 1880-1895andeditorof The
Englishwomen'sReviewfrom 1881 to 1889.Her Women'sSuffrageis an valuablesourcefor the
historyof the fIrst waveof suffrageactivism. Perhapsbecause of herKerry origins, the work includes

informationon Irelandandon the Haslams.
19 Ibid p.63.
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Haslam's'valuableletter' which wasobviously 'not encouragingasto the immediate

prospectsof the Women's Suffrage movement in Dublin.' Mill concededthat

although'it might not yet be time to organisea Society'in Dublin 'it is all the more

desirableto obtain as many adherentsas possiblefrom Ireland to the Society.' He

encloseddetails of the membershipof the Women'sSuffrage Society and further

stated:'If the Societymight havethe benefitof your nameand Mrs. Haslam's... it

would give me a very greatpleasure.' Mill gaveHaslamdetailsof Irish membersof

Parliamentwho hadjoinedhis 'GeneralCommittee'amongwhom wereJohnFrancis

MeagherM.P., founderof TheCorkExaminerandSir JohnGray, M.P., proprietorof

TheFreeman'sJournal. Mill alsoassuredHaslamthathewas'very well acquainted'

with the latter'spamphlet,'whichis very goodasit is, thoughI have nodoubtthatany

addition or alterationwhich you would now make would still further improve it.,20

T.P. Foleyhas written thatthis pamphletis 'not identified'andspeculatedthat it is the

Marriage Problem,21but this wasnot publisheduntil 1868andwasthe subjectof a

later letter from Mill to Haslam.ThepamphletmentionedhereOis mostprobablyThe

RealWantsofthe Irish People.This work, 'by a Memberof the StatisticalandSocial

Inquiry Societyof Ireland'waspublishedin Dublin in 1865.22

Haslamneverdemurredfrom includinga bulletin on the stlateof his healthto

his correspondents,howevereminent.Mill wrote: 'I regretextremelythat the stateof

your health is such as you mention, and I hope that rest and abstinencefrom

unnecessarynervousandcerebralexcitementwill in time reestablishit. ,23 Onemonth

later in a letterto JohnEliot Cairnes24, Mill is againconcernedwith the Irish suffrage

campaign.2SHe is pleasedthatAlfred Webb26 of Dublin has becomea memberof the

Suffragesociety. Webb, however, 'modestlydeclinesbeing on the Committee.,27

WebbobviouslysharedHaslam'spessimism,asMill wrotethathe was'notsanguine

20 JSM to ThomasHaslam.17 Aug. 1867.DFHL.
21 T.P. Foley. 'Two Lettersof JohnStuartMill.' in TheMill Newsletter.vol. XX, 2. Summer
1985.p.13.
n I am gratefulto JohnCreasey,Librarian,Dr. Williams'sLibrary, GordonSquareLondonfor
bringingthis pamphletto my attention.Thecopyheldby Mr. Creaseybearsthe inscription'Professor
FrancisW. Newmanwith theauthor'skind regards.ThomasJ. Haslam.'
23 JSM to TJH. 17 Aug. 1867.Hull University Library. OX/66ft.
24 lE. Cairns.(1823-1875)sonofa Droghedabrewer.EducatedTCD. Calledto Irish Bar, Held
WhatelyChairof Political Economy.DevelopedandrestatedJSM'sdoctrines.
25 TheLaterLettersofJohnStuartMill. (Toronto:Universityof TorontoPress,1972),p. 1315.
26 Alfred Webb(1834-1908)wasa Quakerprinterwho espousedmanyphilanthropiccauses.In 1870
he becameinvolved in theHomeRule movement.BecameMP for Waterfordin 1890. Membersof the
Webbfamily weresubsequentlyinvolved in theOWSA andtheLNA.
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aboutgaining much supportin Irelandat present,but it will comein time. A good

many Irish liberal membersof Parliamentboth Catholicand Protestanthavealready

joined the Committee.,28 Mill presumablyreceivedmorepositive intelligenceof the

stateof the causein Ireland in the following year. In a letter, written to Haslamin

1868,Mill was. 'very happyto hear... of the progressof the movementfor women's

suffragein Dublin.,29

Despite this correspondence,however, there is little evidenceof organised

suffrage activity in Dublin before 1870 althoughthere were petitions for suffrage

presentedto parliamentfrom Ireland in 1869. Signaturescamemainly from Dublin

and environsalthoughtherewere somealso from Cork, Waterford,Queen'sCounty

andtwenty-onesignaturesfrom Bruree,Co. Limerick.30 In April 1870,Mrs. Millicent

Fawcettaddresseda large and very successfulsuffragemeetingat the Molesworth

Hall. The themewas 'The Electoral Disabilities of Women' and the distinguished

audienceincludedSir RobertKane, Sir William and Lady Wilde, ProvostLloyd of

Trinity College,Sir JohnGrayM.P., memberofMill's Suffragesociety,andRev. Mr.

Mahaffy. F.T.C.D. 31 The Freeman'sJournal reportedthe meetingin full but did not

mention the presenceof Anna or ThomasHaslam. However, in the scrapbookof

newspapercuttings compiled by Anna, the namesof IsabellaTod, Mr. and Mrs.

Haslam,Miss Corlett,Miss Gough,andMr. andMrs. Easonwereaddedto the printed

accountin herhandwriting. BarbaraCorlett,andthreememberof the Goughfamily,

all with addressesin Dublin, had signedtheMill petitionin 1866.32 In an interviewin

1914,Annatalkedabouthermemoriesof this meeting:'I well remember seeingMrs.

Fawcett,a meregirl leadingher blind husbandon to the platform. That was the best

meetingthat waseverheld in Dublin - no suchnameshavebeengot togetherfor any

meeting since.,33 Lady Wilde, (Speranza)was very interestedin the questionof

suffrage.She wrote to feminist friends in Sweden'There is to be a lecture ... next

weekin Dublin by Mrs. Fawcett,wife ofaneminentmemberof parliament- andthere

is to be a meetingalso at our housewhereshewill speakand explain what female

27 LaterLetters0/JSM. p. 1315.
21 Ibid
29 J8M to TJH. 19Feb.1868.Hull University.DX/66fl.
JO Englishwoman'sReview.vol. 1(new series).p. 13.
31 FJ. 10 Apr. 1870.
32 List of signatoriesof Mill petitionin lHA Archive.
33 'ThePioneersof Feminismin Ireland.' in Ie. 21 Mar. 1914.p. 347.
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liberty means.,34

Perhapsdue to the presenceof Sir JohnGray, the Fawcettmeetingreceived

extensivecoveragein TheFreeman'sJournal. TheMolesworthHall wassaidto have

beencrowded'with a largeand influential gathering';not only was 'the body of the

Hall' crowded, but the reserved seats and the platform were 'also completely

occupied.'Mrs. Fawcett'ssPeechis impressiveevento the modemreader.Shelisted

the argumentscommonly put forward against votes for women and effectively

demolishedthem. Miss Annie Robertson'who was loudly cheered'proposeda vote

of thanksto Mrs. Fawcett. Hercontributionis interestingin that, despitethe presence

of high profile malesupporters,sheperformedthis function. Also her remarksreveal

theexistenceofa suffragecampaignof sortsin Dublin but theyunderlinethe lackofa

public or organisedmovement. Miss Robertsonwas gratified to be granted the

opportunityof addressinga Dublin assembly.While shehad 'alreadyspokento many

thousandsof the inhabitantsof Dublin, individually and separatelyin their own

houses,upon the questionof the enfranchisementof woman' she had neverbefore

donesoin public. Shewenton to discussdevelopmentsovertheprevioustwo years:

I am glad to be able to testify to the great intelligenceof the peopleof
Dublin and to the strong feeling which I know to prevail generallyamong
themin favourof grantingthe suffrageto womenwho arehouseholdersand
ratepayers.Whenthe movementin favourof the enfranchisementof women
commencedin Dublin morethantwo yearsago... I canvassedfor signatures
among great numbersof the people and in this way found out what an
intelligent interestthey took in the questionwhen it wasexplainedto them­
menandwomensignedthe petitionwith equalalacrity andin 1868we sent
to Parliamenttwo petitionsfrom Dublin in favourof the enfranchisementof
women,signedby nearly threethousandpersonsof all classes,of different
creedsanddifferent political opinions.In 1869therewere ten petitionssent
from Dublin and other partsof Ireland, and in the presentyear, 1870, we
have already sent sixteen petitions in favour of the enfranchisementof

d
. 3Swomenan areprepanngmore.

Miss Robertson'sreference to 'many thousands'of Dubliners whom she had

addressedindividually is surely an exaggeration.Nonetheless,her words reveal the

existenceof someform of proto-suffragegroupasearly as 1868andcorroboratethe

mention of progressin Dublin referredto in Mill's 1868 letter to Haslam. Miss

34 JoyMelville. MotherofOscar: TheLife ofJaneFrancescoWilde. (London:Murray, 1994) p.69.
35 FJ. 10Apr. 1870.
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Robertsonstatedthat the progressin Dublin had beenmentionedby JacobBright 'at

the last meetingof the London Society for Women'sSuffrage.,36Sheclaimed that,

afterLondonandManchester,Dublin had sentmostpetitionsto parliamentin the last

session. Shewasunambivalentin her assertionthat 'the rapid progressmadein this

movementduring the last two years is altogetherowing to the perseveringand

energeticefforts of womenthemselves,(Applause)'.The movementalso had among

its 'numeroussupporters... someof the mosteminentmenin the kingdom.'Fromher

many referencesto the situation in Englandand Scotland,it is evident that Miss

RobertsonsawtheDublin movementasan integralpartof thecampaignin the United

Kingdom.37 She complained that, in Dublin, 'the work has fallen heavily and

expensivelyon one or two personsand it would be well if any ladiesor gentlemen

who are interestedin the causewould comeforward andassistit.,31 We do not know

the identity of the 'oneor two' personsactivefor thecausein 1870. It is unlikely that

Anna Haslamwas one of them as shesurely would havereferredto this period of

activity whendiscussinghercampaignsin laterinterviews. Moreoverthereferenceof

Miss Robertsonto the expenseborne by 'the one or two' activists would seemto

excludeAnna.

While Thomaswas employed theirincomewas one hundredpoundsa year,

their relativepoverty,after all, wasthereasontheydecidednot to havechildren;when

he wasforcedthroughill-health to give up work their circumstanceswerepresumably

evenmore straitened. It would be unlikely that eitherAnna or Thomaswould have

beenin a position to bear heavyexpense.In the Irish Citizen article of 1914 Anna

recalledthe 1870meeting:'It wasgot up by Miss Robertsonwho workedalonein the

suffrage causefor some years. Petitions were her chief form of activity.,39 This

supportsthe view that she was not a co-workerbut rather that Robertsonwas her

precursorin activism. HelenBlackburnalsocreditsRobertsonwith the organisation

of the meetingandmentionsthatshehad written to Irish candidatesin the electionof

1869 to elicit their stanceon women'ssuffiage.40 In a list of thoseinvolved in the

16 Ibid JacobBright M.P. hadattemptedto advancetheeauseofsuffragein parliamentafter JSM lost
his sear in 1868.
)7 A pamphletissuedby theNationalAssociationfor Women'sSuffragein 1869,referredto Miss
Robertson,Blackrock,Dublin. asoneof theassociation'shonorarysecretaries.
JI FJ 10 Apr. 1870..
J9 Ie 2111 March 1914.p. 347.
40 Blackburn.Record pp. 86. lOS.
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very early daysof suffragebetween1866 to 1869 there is an entry for 'Robertson,

Miss Annie, Dublin 14th April '68'- presumablythedateshejoined. The list included

Mrs. J.T. Haslamwhich almost certainly refers to Anna (Mrs. T. J. Haslam).The

photographofherin thevolumeis similarly labelledandthereareothertyPographical

errors- e.g. F.W. Newmanis listed as T.W. Anna nevercalled herselfMrs. T. J.

Haslam,however,but wasalwaysknownasMrs. Anna Maria Haslam.41

In April 1871 a notice 'summoning Women's Suffrage workers to a

Conference'wassignedby 'Hon Sees.'of the movementfrom principal cities in the

United Kingdom. Annie Robertson'snamewas attachedto this notice as 'Hon Sec.

Dublin.,42 The annualreportof NSWSfor 1875acknowledgeda subscriptionof 5/=

from Mrs. Haslam,Dublin in 1875but alsonamedMiss A. I. RobertsonasPresident

of the Dublin Central Committee.43 Evidenceof the existenceof a committeein

Dublin also appearsin The Englishwoman'sReviewof April 1870,which namesthe

membersof 'The Dublin Branchof Women'sSuffrageSociety' as Miss Shannon

Crawford, Mrs. Robertson,Miss Robertson,Rev. W. Handcock, Mr. Richards,

Honorary Secretary,Miss A. Robertson;44furthermore there is a note in Anna

Haslam's hand which reads: 'Mrs. Fawcett's Meeting 1870; Miss Robertson's

Committee 1871, Mrs. Haslam's5/= Subscriptionto London Feb. 1872 and ever

since.,45 Blackburn'saccountdoesnot acknowledgethe existenceof a committee

prior to the Haslams.Shewrote of a datein February1873: 'This wasto be the last

time on which it could be said that there was no Committeein Dublin. In Mrs.

Haslam the Women's Suffrage causehad by this time found a worker full of

perseveranceandbuoyantenergy,46 Blackburnmentionsalsothatby 1872'therewas

a London Committee,a ManchesterCommittee,a Dublin Committee, a Bristol

Committeeandso on.,47 A pamphletWomen'sNeedofRepresentationby Miss A.I.

Robertson,publishedin Dublin 1873, identified the writer as Presidentof the Irish

NationalSocietyfor Women'sSuffrage.48 This wasthe text of a lecturewasdelivered

41 Ibid pp. 97, 98. 99.
42 Ibid pp. 116-7. .
43 NSWSCentralCommittee.AnnualReportoftheExecutiveCommittee28 May 1875.(London:
Dunlop, 1875),pp. 8, 14
44 Englishwoman'sReview,no. 2, Apr. 1870.p. 107.
45 Ms. noteon IWSLGA MinuteBook IHA archive.
46 BlackburnRecordp.129.
47 Ibid p.119.
41 A notein Englishwoman'sReview.No. 13.Jan.1873,statesthat 'TheLondonNationalSociety,of
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in Dublin andin Portrushin 1871 and1872. Theattendancein Dublin includedLady

Wilde, Lord TalbotDe Malahidewho expressed'hissympathywith themovement.,49

Isabella M. Tod, with whom Anna Haslam worked for the repeal of the

ContagiousDiseasesActs, 'establishedthe Northern Ireland Society for Women's

Suffragein 1871andlinked it to theLondonSuffrageSociety.'In theearly 1870sshe

'travelledthecountrytirelesslyspeakingat public meetingson the suffrageissue.'As

well as addressingmeetingsin towns allover Ulster, shespokein Cork, Limerick,

Bandon,Clonmel and Waterford.so Thesemeetingswere reportedin the Women's

SuffrageJournal, an English publication. A useful accountof the Cork meeting,

which revealsthe barrackingenduredby the female speakersat suffragemeetings,

survivesin theprivatejournalofCharlesRyan:

A Woman'sRights meetingwas held in Cork but it was very disorderly.
WhenMiss Beed[y] MA cameforward a ruffian calledout: 'Hurrahfor the
VenerableBede.' Miss Downing was requestedto 'Speakup darling.' ...
'What's women's rights without women'scharms' said anotherwhen a
particularly ill-favoured lady, Miss Todd (sic) cameforward. Singing and
disturbancemadethemeetingvery lively.sl

This accountillustrated the hilarity with which the subjectand the speakerswere

treated. The considerableordeal undergoneby a womanspeakingin public must

havebeenexacerbatedby theunruly natureofmeetingsandthehecklingwhich hadto

beendured. IsabellaTod did not complainaboutdifficulties experiencedat meetings;

on the contrary she wrote to London that 'everywherethey receivedgood local

support andmet with much cordial sympathy,and nowhere opposition.'S2 Her

speakingtour for suffragealso took her to Dublin where 'somefriends ... especially

Mrs. Haslam,Mr. EasonandMiss Corlett,' hadaskedherto hold the closingmeeting

of the series there Isabella Tod's mention of Miss Robertson'scommittee is

intriguing: 'Thereis no Committeein Dublin andMiss Robertsonwho hasdonemuch

for the causein otherways, was unfortunately,I believe in Scotland.The meeting,

which JohnStuartMill is president,hasjustorderedfor circulationin England,onethousandcopiesof
theessay'Women'sNeedof Representation',written lately by Miss AnneI. Robertson,Presidentof
the Irish Society.
49 A. I. Roberstson.Women'sNeedo/Representation:A LectureupontheNecessity0/ Giving Women
theParliamentaryFranchise.(Dublin: Webb, 1873),p. IS.
so Maria Luddy. 'IsabellaM.S. Tod.' in Mary CullenandMaria Luddy (eds),Women,Powerand
Consciousnessin J9'h CenturyIreland (Dublin: Attic Press,1995)pp. 215-6.
51 TheJournalofCharlesRyan.(Wed.13 May 1874),TCD Ms. 10349.f39.
52 Blackburn.Recordpp. 127-9.
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however,wasvery good indeed.,s3Why did Tod andBlackburnignore the existence

of Miss Robertson'scommitteewhich had been detailed in The Englishwoman's

Reviewof April 1871, a publicationwhich Helen Blackburnhad edited. As late as

1875,a reportof the NSWS CentralCommitteelisted Miss Annie Robertsonas the

Presidentof the Dublin Committee.54 The membershipincluded Lord Talbot De

Malahide, Very ReverendDean of Waterford, the Earl and Countessof Mount

Cashell,and other influential and titled persons.Why were Mr. and Mrs. Haslam,

alreadyso interestedin the cause,not members?Wasmembershipperhapsconfined

to the wealthy and influential? At this removewe can only speculatebut it seems

remarkable that at a time when support was being actively canvassed'Miss

Roberston'scommittee'seemsto havecountedfor naught.Of course,Miss Robertson

may not havewelcomedMiss Tod'smeetingandher absencein Scotlandmight well

have been diplomatic. If, however, thedate given for Miss Tod's meeting, 21st

February1872 is correct, then Miss Tod's and Miss Robertson'smeeting actually

took placeon thesamedate.ss

We are indebtedto Miss Robertsonfor an interestingglimpse of Dublin's

cultural life in a report sent to The Englishwomen'sReviewin 1871. Signs of

'women'sprogress'in Ireland were detailed; ladies had attendeda Royal Dublin

Society meeting in the Kildare St. boardroomwhere a Paperwas read on 'Recent

discoveriesin molecularphysics.'This was the first time that ladieswere 'admitted...

to a scientificmeetingof this society.' Therewasalsoevidencecitedof 'ladiestaking

the chair at meetings,'including the Lifeboat BazaarCommittee. Shealso praised

Mrs. Cusack,(the Nun of Kenmare),for her Life ofSt. Patrick. The work had been

praisedby no lessa personthan PopePius 'who found time' to sendan apostolic

letterto theauthor'in themidstof his troubles.'S6Thespeakersat Miss Tod'smeeting

includedthreeclergymen,representingtheChurchof Ireland,thePresbyterianandthe

53 Ibid
54 NSWSCentralCommittee.AnnualReportoftheExecutiveCommittee28 May 1875.(London:
Dunlop, 1875.p 7.
55 Blackburn's accountsaysTad'stour took placein Feb. 1872andendedin Dublin on 21st.See
Recordpp. 127-129.Englishwoman'sReview.(April 1872)reportedMiss Robertson'smeeting but
did not mentionMiss Tad.pp. 111-2.Marie O'Neill alsostatesthattheTadmeetingtook placein Feb.
1872.HoweverEnglishwoman'sReviewofApril 1873,mentionsa meetingin Dublin on 21 Feb. 1873
,atwhich Miss Tadspoke.p. 144.
56 The Englishwoman'sReview.no. 5, Jan.1871.p.57.
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CatholicChurches;the latterwasrepresentedby a FatherO'Malley.s7Marie O'Neill

haswritten that, after this meeting,'Mrs. Haslamformed a Dublin committeewhich

wasto bethe forerunnerof theDublin Women'sSuffrageAssociation.'s. This fact is

reiteratedby Blackburn: 'This meetingnow openedout opportunityfor an organized

cohesionof friends of the movementand ... [Anna Haslam] took up the work as

Honorary Secretaryof the Committeeon Dublin.,S9 Although Anna Haslamand her

husbandThomas are invariably credited with starting the suffrage movement in

Dublin, it is clear that Anne Isabella Robertsonwas involved in some form of

organisedsuffrageactivity as early as 1869 and that there was at least a nominal

committeein placein Dublin. An entry in the minutebook in the very early daysof

the Dublin Women'sSuffrage Associationrecords the formal proposal that Miss

Robertson'beaskedto join theGeneralCommittee.'Miss Robertson,it wasreported,

did not reply to the invitation.6O

While thereis no otherrecordof organisedsuffrageactivismby the Haslams

before 1876, a short-lived, but interesting,periodical appearedin 1874, in which

ThomasHaslampennedhis ideason the rights of women toa 'more positive legal

status.'Therewere only three issuesof this journal, which might be more correctly

calleda seriesof pamphlets,which they resembledin layout and content. The first

issueof The Women'sAdvocatepublishedin April 1874wasimplicitly addressedto

Irishmen. Haslam challengedthe perceptionthat women 'degradethemselvesby

steppingout of their natural sphereof unobtrusivemodesty' by seekingpolitical

equality.He trenchantlycounteredcriticism of women'spublic agitationfor the vote:

'If you aregrievedto seesomanyofour bestandnoblestwomen'unsexthemselves'­

as you affect to call it - what have you done to preventthe necessityfor their so

demeaningthemselves?'61It is difficult to know whetherHaslamwasreferringto the

situation in Ireland or whetherhis useof the term 'our country' meant theUnited

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. Ray Straeheyhas synopsisedcontemporary

[1873] argumentsagainstgrantingof votesto women,usinguncitedquotes:'It would

'unsex'women, 'contaminate'them, 'dragthemdown to our own coarseand rough

57 Blackburn.Record.p.129.
51 Marie O'Neill. 'TheDublin Women'sSuffrageAssociationandit successors.'Dublin Historical
RecordVol. 38, no. 4, September1985.p.128.
59 Blackburn.Recordp.129.
60 DWSA MinuteBook.6 Mar; 4 Apr. 1876.
61 TheWomen'sAdvocate.no. 1. Apr. 1874.
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level,' and'defile theirmodestyandpurity'62

A perusal of newspapersfor the month before the first issueof Haslam's

periodical revealsthat he was in correspondencewith the editor of The Freeman's

Journal regarding an editorial on the subject of the enfranchisementof women

publishedin the issueof 10th March 1874. Theeditorial wasa commenton the sixth

annualreportof the ManchesterNational Societyfor Women'sSuffrage. The leader

writer arguedthat 'womensuffer many disabilitieswhich havetheir origins not so

much in maleselfishnessandtyrannyas in the beliefthat mencareandcancarefor

the best interestsof women much better than women themselves.'The thesis put

forward was basedon the ideology of separatesphereswith its emphasison the

'angelin thehouse',pureSesameandLilies:63

Thereis work for bothsexes,andeachhasits spheredistinctly marked.Man

is madefor the outerworld in all its ruggednessandencounter;womanfor

the house,with all its sweetinfluencesandcharmingsolace... We think it

maybesafelyadvancedthat,evenif thesuffragewereextendedwomanward

tomorrow,i[t] would bevoid almostaltogetherin deferenceto husbandsand

brothersandlovers... Sofar aswe canlearnthemajority of thoseladieswho

advocatewhat theycall equalityhaveno hometies,or areoutsidethe sweet

slaveryofmarriagevows.64

The editorial warnedagainstrushing'into extravagancessuchasmark the utterances

andwritings of the Manchesterfolk - utterancesoftenunwomanlyandalmostalways

unreasonable.' ThomasHaslam immediatelywrote to The Freeman'sJournal in

responseto this editorial. Perhapsprudently,on this occasion,he ignoredtheseparate

sphereideology and the chargeof 'unwomanly'utterancesand challengedit on a

pointof fact:

Will you allow me to correctan error into which you have as I am sure
inadvertently (his italics) fallen in your quotation of the Parliamentary
statisticsof the Women'sSuffragemovement.The numberof petitionersto

62 Strachey.Cause.p.266.
63 TheAngeloftheHousewasthetitle ofCoventryPatmore'slongpoem which idealisedtherole of
thewomanwithin the home.Thetitle hascometo epitomisethe Victorian preoccupationwith the ideal
ofwomanhoodeulogisedby JohnRuskin in Sesameand Lilies: 'Her intellect is not for invention,but
for sweetordering,arrangementanddecision.'
64 FJ. 10 Mar. 1874.
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the Houseof Commonsin 1872 in favour of our bill was not 79,000 but
355,801... It is quite true the questionis not oneof very pressinginterestin
Ireland;still evenhereit is makingsatisfactoryway.6S

Another correspondentchallengedthe editorial 'which must be distasteful and

discouragingto all ... readerswho are friends of the women'ssuffragemovement.'

The writer claimedthat therewasmuchsupportfor thecausein Ireland: "Someof the

best,if not the very bestspeechesin support... weremadeby Irish members... One

hundredand forty-six petitions, if not more, went to the Houseof Commonsfrom

Irelandin supportof the bill lastyear.,66 Haslamwasagainfeaturedin TheFreeman's

Journal of the 24th March, in a letter which was a pragmaticresponseto criticism,

from within the ranks of suffragesupporters,to the Women'sDisabilities Removal

Bill. This bill proposedthat in all acts pertaining to the registration of voters

'whereverwordsoccurwhich import the masculinegenderthe sameshall be held to

include females.' The bill, proposed by Mr. Forsyth M.P., included a clause

'excludingmarriedwomenfrom the operationof the Act if passed.,67 This proviso,

which causeda split in the Englishsuffragemovement,wasincludedbecauseForsyth

believedit increasedthe chancesof the bill beingcarried. In a secondletter Haslam

defendedthe bill, while remainingnoncommittalon the principle enshrinedwithin it:

'Rightly, or wrongly, it is popularly assumedthat married women are fairly

representedby their husbands.'His letter was in supportof the 'womenwho are not

so represented... womenof independentmeans- spinstersandwidows who haveto

supporttheir families.'68His letter provokedthe ire of J. T. Hoskins69 who, writing

from the Reform Club, declaredhimself 'one who has both practically evincedhis

devotionto the causeof femaleemancipation'but who regardedthe proposedbill an

insult to married women.70 The correspondencedoes not appearhave progressed

beyond this and in the event the bill was defeatedon a second reading when

eventually it came up for discussion. Haslam's attitude as revealed in this

correspondenceis cautious. He does not allow himself to be drawn into the

controversialquestionof theright of marriedwomento thevote, ratherhedefendsthe

6S Ibid. II Mar. 1874.
66 Ibid 19 Mar. 1874.
67 Strachey,Cause.p. 270.
61 FJ. 25 Mar. 1874.
69 JamesThorntonHoskinswasasuffragistand theauthorof apamphletcalledAfew wordson
women'ssuffrage(1870).
70 FJ. 30 Mar. 1874.

180



rights of the women who are the subject of the bill. This caution, or perhaps,

pragmatismis a constant feature of Haslam'spropagandising;his methodology

consistedof attemptingto avoid controversy, andof concentratinginsteadon topics

which he tried to show in as reasonablelight as possible. There is no doubt that

Haslamwould have wantedthe vote for married as well as for single women 'of

independent'means.His attitude,presumably,wasthe sameasthat of ForsYth 'who

believed that his proviso [the exclusion of married women] would increasethe

chancesof carryingthe Bill. ,71 It would alsobethe thin endof the wedge.Suffragists

claimedthe vote on the sametermsas men, but in practice,they were preparedto

supportany bill, no matterhow limited, thatwould overcomethesexbarrier.72 David

Rubensteinarguesthat enfranchisingof any women, no matter how limited the

category 'would have establisheda vital principle and held out the hope that the

franchisewould subsequentlybe extendedto womenon termsof completeequality

with men.,73

Haslam does not challengethe 'separatesphere' ideology inherent in the

criticism he is addressingin The Women'sAdvocate;on the contraryhe appearsto

deplorethat inequity forces womento emergeinto the public arena: 'Theseladies

havebeendrawn- may we not saydragged- from theprivacyof their firesidesby an

overpoweringsenseof duty, not merelyto themselves,or their own sex,but evento

the very menwho scoffat their wantof delicacy.' He wantsmento assistwomen's

release from their restrictions including accessto 'an equitable share of our

educational appliances.' Practical help included 'vigorous support' for the

forthcomingWomen'sDisabilitiesRemovalBill which would extendsuffrageto the

very small numberof women who were householdersand ratePaYers.His spirited

defenceof the 'womanliness',or not, of thosewho petitionedfor the vote is, perhaps,

predicatedon his perceptionof his own wife who was by this time the family

breadwinner:

Is it womanly to pay rates and taxes .... to conduct the operationsof a
complicatedbusiness,purchasegoods;providefor bills whendue; ... with a
hundredother details which women in this position cannotevadeif they
would maintaintheir families in honestindependence.

71 Strachey.Cause.p. 271.
72 Rover.Women'sSuffrage.p. 25.
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Thomasalsoremindedhis readersthat'Englishwomenwho areratepayerspossessthe

municipal franchise' Irishwomendo not. He entreatedhis readersto write to their

representativesto askthemto havethis anomalycorrected.

The Women'sAdvocatecarriedunder its title the words of Herbert SPencer:

'Equity knows no differenceof sex. The law of equalfreedomappliesto the whole

race- femaleaswell asmale,'a quotationthathadbeenusedby Millicent Fawcettin

her 1870sPeechin Dublin. Haslamattributedhis allegianceto the causeof women's

suffrageto his havingreadthis quotationin 1851.'4 Haslam'sanalysisof the rightful

placeof womenis complex. While he is unambiguousin his claimsof the rights of

womento equality,thereis in his earlywritings on suffrage,evidenceof anambiguity

in regardto the vexedquestionof campaigningwomenleaving themselvesoPento

chargesof 'demeaningthemselves'by being forced into the 'field of controversy.'

Thereseemsto be in his writing at leasta tacit acceptanceof the doctrine,or Perhaps

more correctly, an ability to argue from an angle of acceptance. It must be

rememberedthat his argumentswereaddressedto men in an effort to Persuadethem

to becomeadvocatesof womenin their searchfor the vote. Thereis, I think, a degree

of sophistry in his arguments.In addressinghis entreatiesto men, he exploited the

common Perceptionof the indelicacy of woman being forced to enter the public

sphere.He usedthis ploy in order to persuademen that they should campaignon

behalfofwomen,thusremovingthenecessityof suchwomenbehavingin whatmight

be deemedan 'indelicate'manner. In practice,Haslamenthusiasticallysupportedhis

wife's entry into the public sphere,and wasa regularattenderat suffrageand CDA

meetingsaddressedby women. He wasaboveall a pragmatist,who acknowledged

the possibleprejudiceof his audienceand soughtto Persuadewithin its constraints,

ratherthanrisk alienatingit by attackingdearlyheldopinions. His laterwritings, asI

will discuss,revealhis unambivalentdisapprovalof an attitudethat claimedwomen

neededto 'protected'from participationin public life.

The May 1874 edition of The Women'sAdvocatedealt with methodsof

political action. Activists wereurgedto form themselvesinto local societiesof three

or four and to communicatewith one of the 'central' associations.They should

subscribeto The Women'sSuffrageJournal or Englishwoman'sReviewand petition

73 Rubenstein.BeforetheSuffragettes.p. 143.
74 ThomasHaslam.Women'sSuffragefrom a MasculineStandpoint.(Dublin:IWSLGA, 1906),p. 4.
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parliament.Although petitionsmay be 'over-rated;if they do not wield the magical

powerwith which they are sometimescredited;still they haveweight with Members

of Parliamentand when the numbersswell to an aggregateof several hundred

thousand,they exercisea potentinfluenceon the public mind.' He pointedout that in

1873, 300,000subscribedtheir nameson behalfof the Disabilities RemovalBill in

900 separatepetitions. This did not, of course,succeed,but Haslamwasright in that

the questionwas now firmly in the public domain. His advice was an admirable

exampleof practicality and revealshim, not only as a theorist,but as someonewith

experienceof organisingprotest,albeit of the most law-abiding and constitutional

nature. He stipulatedthat signaturesmustbeobtainedonly from thosecommittedto

thecause;otherwise,'aspirit of unscrupulousness'will be fosteredwhich is a 'source

of weakness.' A steadystreamof petitions must be produced;if they fall away

'observersinfer that the cause is losing ground.' Sustainedefforts to convert

individual membersof parliamentby private letters was judged worthwhile; such

memberswill realise'thatthereis a reality in a causewhich inspiressuchenthusiasm

... sooneror later the justice if your claimswill fall upon their minds.' Haslamgave

much advice on the organisingof public meetings;he stressedthe importanceof

engaginghigh quality speakers.He deemedpublic meetingseffective in 'rousingup

the zeal of despondentsYmpathisers'and in stimulating interestin the subject. He

advisedthe penningof lettersto newspapersby thosewho could employ 'aquick eye

andfluent pen'with useofa briefpracticalillustrations,ratherthan 'pagesof faultless

arguments.'Aboveall thecampaignmustneverbeallowedsink into oblivion.
75 Anna

revealed,in an interviewin TheIrish Citizen, thathis advicewasconsideredso useful

that5,000copiesof this leafletwereorderedby Lydia Becker,76the Englishsuffragist

pioneer, for distribution to English activists.77 The Women'sAdvocatewas not

producedin June1874andin July thethird andfinal numbercontaineda briefrebuttal

of the Spectator'shostile attitudeto suffrageentitled 'WomanSuffrageversus The

Spectator.,78

75 The Women'sAdvocate.no. 2, May 1874.
76 Lydia Becker(1827-1890)was a workerfor thecauseof suffragefrom 1866.Shewassecretaryto
the ManchesterSuffrageSocietyfrom 1867.Shewas'awomanof unusualpolitical insight' who was
intellectuallyconvincedof the rightnessof thesuffragecause. SeeStracheyCause p.l06,and

Blackburn.Recordpp. 23-43.
n Ie. 21 Mar. 1914,p. 347.
71 TheWomen'sAdvocate.no. 3 July 1874.
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The minute book of the Dublin Women'sSuffrageSociety shows the first

recordedmeeting to have taken place on 21st February 1876 in the Leinster Hall,

MolesworthStreet. CharlesEasonchairedthe meeting.79 Unfortunately,the account

of the first meeting does not include a list of attendancebut a partial list can be

reconstructedfrom resolutionspassed.AbrahamShackleton(treasurer),Miss Corlett,

Miss McDowell and Mrs. Haslamwerepresent.A resolutionpassedconfirms that a

committee had been in place before this meeting: 'That Mrs. Haslam and Miss

McDowell be requestedto act assecretariesfor a shorttime longer.'so The reportof

the secondmeeting of 6th March includes a list of the attendance:Henry Allen

(chairman),Mrs. McCarthy, Lady Murray, Miss E. Webb, Miss Geoghegan,Miss

Russell,Miss Corlett, Miss Laffan, Mrs. Butler, Miss Helen Webb,Miss McDowell,

Mr. And Mrs. Haslam. An executivecommitteewas formed which included Mr.

Eason,Mrs. Haslam, Miss Corlett, Miss McDowell, Miss Emily Webb and Miss

HelenWebb.sl

A suffragemeetingheld in Dublin on January26th 1876in Exhibition Palace

Hall, Earlsfort Tce. (now the National ConcertHall) would appearto havebeenthe

catalystfor the formation of the DWSA.s2 Among the speakerswere Lydia Becker,

Lilias Ashworth,s3 Eliza Sturgesof Birmingham and Isabella Too. They were

supportedby Mr. W. H. Allen and SergeantSherlock M.P., both of whom were

subsequently DWSA members. The meeting was constantly interrupted by

disturbance'from the lower partof the room' and 'hisses'during the speeches.When

themotion 'thattheexclusionofwomenotherwiselegally qualified from voting in the

electionof membersof Parliamentis injurious to thoseexcluded...' was put to .the

house, there were 'cries of aye and some confusion at the end of the hall.' The

chairmanMaurice BrookesM.P. askedthat 'any person... of opinion it should not

pass ... say no.' There was no response ... and the resolution was carried

unanimously.,84

The formation of the DWSA executivecommitteeat the Februarymeeting

79 CharlesEason(1823-1899)wasthe founderof thebooksellingandstationeryfinn Eason& Son.
10 DWSA Minutebook.21 Feb. 1876.
I. Ibid 6 Mar. 1876.
12 O'Neill. 'DWSA'. p. 127.
13 The 'lovely' Miss Ashworthwasreputedlypopularasa speakerin that, accordingto Strachey,she
successfullybeliedthestereotypeof the 'ratherhirsutefemalewith spectaclesandlargefeetwho
figuredso freely in thecomicPress.'StracheyCause. p. 120.
... FJ. 21 Jan. 1876.p. 6.
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marks the start of a formal movementdedicatedto the campaignfor equality for

women. Mrs. Haslamproposedthatanannualsubscriptionof oneshilling perannum

'shall constitute membershipin the association.'Mrs. Haslam and Miss Rose

McDowell were appointedsecretaries.Initially the meetingswere irregular, usually

about four per annum,and mainly concernedwith the presentationof petitions to

parliament. The involvementof influential men in the Haslam'ssuffragesociety is

striking. Among regularattendersat meetingsweremembersof parliamentincluding

T.W. Russell,85Maurice Brookes,86Colonel Taylor,87 and William Johnston.88 The

Sergeant-at-Arms,David Sherlock was a frequent participator.89 The DWSA was

proud of the male input to the society: 'co-operation with men has been a

distinguishingfeatureof thepolicy of theAssociationfrom thefirst.'9O

Many of the Association'sfounding membershad Quakerconnections.In

Europeand the United StatesQuakerswere associatedwith the causeof suffcage.91

Dora Mellone, suffragistand journalist, wrote that the Societyof Friendswas: 'as

prominentin the history of suffragein Ireland as it is in every good work ... to the

Friendsalmostalonehas it beengivento win the trustand loveof the CatholicSouth

and the ProtestantNorth, and so we find the nameof Mrs. Haslamin ... suffrage

work.,92AbrahamShackletonwasa memberof theKildare family which hadfounded

the Quaker school at Ballitore in 1726. The Webbs were a Quaker family

'rememberedfor the self-sacrificing work of its membersin anti-slavery, prison

reform, anti-capitalpunishment,peace and many otherpracticalconcerns.,93 Henry

Allen camefrom a prominentQuakerfamily one of whom had died of smallpox

IS ThomasWallaceRussell,Liberal MP. for North Tyronefrom 1886-1910andfor SouthTyronefrom
Oct. 1911-1918.He wascreateda Baronetin 1917.
16 MauriceBrookes,Liberal MP, pro HomeRule,wasmemberfor Dublin between1874and 1885.
17 ColonelThomasEdwardTaylorwasa ConservativeMP. He wasChancellorof theDuchyof
Lancasterin the periodduringwhich hewasinvolvedwith the DWSA. ColonelTaylor initially voted
againstMill's amendmentto the Representationof thePeopleBill on May 20

th
1867,but heafterwards

voted in favourof women'ssuffrage.(SeeBlackburn.Record. 255) He died on 3
rd

February1883.
II William Johnstonwasa ConservativeMP for Belfastfrom 1868until 1902.He waseducatedat
TCD.
19 David SherlockQC wasa memberfor Queen'sCounty. 1868-1880.He wasat varioustimes
Chairmanof the Boardof ExciseandSergeantat Arms. He wasa Liberal, pro HomeRulerwho died in
1884.He wasa RomanCatholic.
90 ReportsoftheIrish Women'sSuffrageandLocalGovernmentAssociationfrom J896 to J9J8.
(Dublin: Ormond,1918),pp. 7-8.
91 ClionaMurphy. 'TheReligiousContextof theWomen'sSuffrageCampaignin Ireland.'Women's

History Review.vol. 6, no. 4, 1997.p.550.
92 Cited in Murphy. Women'sSuffrage.p 17.
93 RichardHarrison.A BiographicalDictionaryofIrish Qualcers.( Dublin: FourCourtsPress,1997)
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contractedwhile administeringrelief in Metz in the aftermathof the Franco-Prussian

War.94 BarbaraCorlett, a Quaker,wasa signatoryof the Mill petition in 1866. She

wasinvolved in theQueen'sInstituteestablishedin 1861 with thepurposeof training

girls for employmentopportunitiesasmachinists,law writers, telegraphclerks,office

clerks,ornamentalwriting, engraversandlithographicworkers.�9�~ HelenBlackburn,in

a discussionon advancesgainedby womenin thecategoriesof 'SystematicTraining

Professionalor Technical'wrote: 'Who everthoughtof suchthingsuntil womenhad

begunto realize their needof an equal statusas ratepayers?Then it was that ... a

BarbaraCorlett could uphold the needof sucha systematictraining as shouldgive

highervalue to the work of women,whetherwithin the homeor outsidethe home.,96

Anna Haslamwas at the preliminary meetingfor the Society for the Promotionof

Employmentfor Women.97 CharlesEasonwasat differenttimesa memberofBaptist,

Presbyterianand Church of Ireland congregations.Louis Cullen called him 'a

dissenterof strong views.' Although Cullen does not mention Charles Eason's

membershipof the DWSA in his Eason& Son,hecreditshim with 'feminist views':

'Thethorough-goingnatureof Eason'sradicalismis reflectedalsoin his viewson the

placeof women,sharedwith his wife, which were advancedfor the time.,98 Eason

was also involved in the campaignagainstthe ContagiousDiseasesActs (CDAs).

Clergymenwere prominentin the early daysof the DWSA. In 1878, ReverendT.

Carmichaeladdresseda meetingin BaggotSt. on 'women'srights' andReverendW.

A. McDonaldspokeon 'women'sposition'to Trinity ChurchYMCA in GardinerSt.99

Clergymen regularly attended committee meetings and also supported public

meetings. David SherlockQ.C., First Sergeantat law, memberfor King's County,

who regularly chaired DWSA meetingswas, unusually for the DWSA, a Roman

Catholic.tOO

The essentiallymiddle-classnature of the association,a fact invariably

p.l02.
94 Ibid p. 25.
9S BlackburnRecordp. 128.SeealsoAnnualReportsoftheQueen'sInstitute(FemaleProfessional
&hools); Anne V. O'ConnorandSusanM. Parkes.Gladly LearnandGladly Teach(Tallaght,Co.
Dublin: BlackwaterPress, 1983),p. 7.
96 Blackburn.Ibid 223-4
97 'Mrs. AnnaHaslam:'At Home'to celebratehereightiethbirthday.'Newspapercutting
(unidentified)5 Mar. 1909in scrapbook.pp 20-1.DFHL.
91 L.M. Cullen. Eason& Son;A History. (Dublin: Eason,1989),p. 147.
99 DWSA minutebook. 1511I January,1879.
100 Seedeathnoticesin newspapersfor 17April 1905.
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remarkeduponby historians,is not surprising.Thefeminist socialistHelenaMoloney

remarkedthat the Irish women'smovement'which arousedsucha deepfeeling of

socialconsciousnessandrevolt amongIrish womenof a morefavouredclass,passed

overthe headof the Irish working womanandleft heruntouched.'101 Educationwasa

vital element in the developmentof feminist consciousness,and while there is

evidenceof working class involvement in England,particularly amongthe textile

unions, there was no similar involvement in Ireland, a fact regrettedby Anna

Haslam.102 Howeverin 1880ontheoccasionof theTradesUnion Congressmeetingin

Dublin' a successfulmeetingwasheld,JessieCraiganl03 (sic) beingthechiefspeaker,

the first instancein Irelandof the effort to enlist the sYmpathiesof Labour.,104 In the

later suffrageera HelenaMoloney enjoyedsomelimited successin unionising and

politicising working women.

Accountsof DWSA meetings containedin the minutebookof the societyare

perfunctory but revealthatmucheffort wasinvestedin theobtainingof signaturesto

petitionswhich weresubsequentlyforwardedto Westminster. In 1877,therewere

'13 petitionscontaining2912signatures... forwardedto theHouse... presentedby Sir

A. Guinnessand Colonel Taylor.105 Oneyear later we learn that '15 petitionswere

forwardedduring the1878session'which contained3191 signatures:06 Therewasa

veritable deluge of petitions presentedto parliament in this period, particularly

whenevera privatemember'ssuffragebill was being introduced. In the decadeof

the 1870stherewasa bill introducedeveryyearexcept1875.In theearlydaysof the

DWSA there is occasionalevidenceof petition fatigue. In September1876, it was

first proposedthat a 'reliableman' be engagedat a pounda week for four weeksto

collect signaturesto petitions.The minute book doesnot report the resultsof this

101 HelenaMoloney. 'JamesConnollyandWomen'Dublin LabourYearBook. 1930cited in CHona
Murphy. TheWomen'sSuffrageMovementandIrish Societyin theEarly TwentiethCentury.(New

York: HarvesterWheatsheaf,1989),p. 21
102. IWSLGA AnnualReport.1903.p.IO: Delegatesto a conventionin Holbom reportedthe 'newly
awakenedzealthroughoutEngland'includingconsiderableworking classsupport.Suchsupport

'unimaginablein Ireland,except,perhaps,in Belfast.'
103 JessieCraigentrainedasa child actressandsubsequentlyusedher 'magnificentvoice' in the
serviceof variousreform movements.Shewasa radicalsuffragistwho soughtworking classsupport
andwasemployedby Lydia Beckerasa speakeron suffrage.SeeSandraHolton. SuffrageDays.
(London: Routledge,1996),pp. 50-I.
104 ReportsoftheIrish Women'sSuffrageandLocalGovernmentAssociationfrom J896 to J9J8.
(Dublin: Ormond,1919),p. 5.
1M DWSA MinuteBook. 11 July 1877.
106 Ibid. 10 July 1878.
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initiative despitethe intentionof thesecretariesto 'reportresultsto Committee.'107 In

March 1877, it was reportedthat 'Collectionof signaturesbeing proceededwith but

great difficulty is found in getting people to sign.' It was particularly difficult to

obtainsignaturesfrom womenhouseholders.'Prevailingignorance'wasgiven asthe

reasonfor the poorresPOnse.IOS In April 1879,it is notedin the minutebook, that 'a

young person' was employed for a couple of weeks collecting signatures. Four

hundredand twenty-five signatureswere obtainedby this methodat a rate of five

shillings per hundred.109 The employmentof paid procurersof signaturessuggestsa

paucity of voluntary resources;it seemsat variance with the spirit of Thomas

Haslam'sremarksin The Women'sAdvocatewherehe warnedof the lack of 'moral

value' in obtainingsignaturesof thosewho wereindifferentto thecause.Nonetheless

Thomashadsecondedtheproposalthata paidcanvasserbeengagedto gatherpetition

signatures.I 10 One would imagine that a paYmentper signaturemight well lead to

abuseof thesystem. Thedesirability,or otherwise,of theemploymentof professional

canvassersasa methodof collectingsignatures,doesnot appearto haveengendered

any lengthy discussion.This could, of course,be the result of the laconic style

favouredby thecompiler.

Other than collecting signaturesfor petitions, the main work of the Dublin

Women'sSuffrageSociety in its early stagesconsistedin striving to overcomethe

'prevailing ignorance'of Dubliners regardingthe causeof votes for women. The

committeeplacedemphasison the educationalrole of the society. It stroveto spread

the messageby circulating periodicalswhich advocatedsuffragefor women. At a

meetingin September1876,the secretarieswere requested'to obtain leavefrom the

variousreadingroomsin the city to permit copiesof The Women'sSuffrageJournal

to be laid on their tables.'lll In January1877, it was reportedthat the DWSA had

arrangedthat the readingroomsof Trinity College,the Chamberof Commerce,The

Royal Dublin Society,Mechanics'Institute,CoffeePalaceandThe Friends'Institute

'now receive The Women's Suffrage Journal.'112 By 1879 the following

establishmentswere includedin the list of venuesto which 'suffragejournalswere

107 Ibid 20Sept.1876.
101 Ibid 7 Mar. 1877.
109 Ibid 29 Apr. 1879.
110 Ibid 15Jan.1879.
III Ibid 20 Sept.1876.
112 /bid 22Jan.1877
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sent': the Free Libraries in ThomasSt., Capel St. and Kingstown, the Workman's

Club, CharlemontPlace, Law, Historical and Philosophical Societiesof Trinity

College,andthe ConstitutionalClub. 113 A greatnumberof the abovereadingrooms

were male only preserves,revealingthe commitmentof the societyto raising male

awarenessto thecauseofwomen'sfranchise.

Drawing-roommeetingsin privatehouseswerea favouredmethodof getting

the messageacrossto small numbersof invited guests.The minute book frequently

mentionsthat suchmeetingshad takenplacee.g. 'Successfuldrawing-roomheld at

Mr. Eason's,1I4and 'Two drawing rooms were held ... excellentaddresses.,IlSThe

committeedid not neglect self education.It was regularly addressedby visiting

activists from London. The committeeinstructedMrs. Haslamto 'purchaseThe

Women'sQuestionin Europe'for elevenshillings to lend to members.The DWSA

were awareof contemporarysocial and intellectualmovementsand on at least two

occasionsheld meetingsin conjunctionwith congressesin Dublin. In September

1880 the TradesUnion Congressheld in Dublin was the subjectof a debateat a

DWSA Committee when it was decided 'after much discussionthat it was not

consideredexpedient'to hold a meetingfor Miss Craigen.116 It is likely that Miss

Craigen was initially considereda bit off-putting for a Dublin audience. Helen

Blackburncalledhera 'strangeerraticgenius'who plannedandcarriedout her tours

alone 'accompaniedonly by her little dog.' Sheappearsto havedevotedherselfto

spreadingthe suffragemessageto workingmen, 'now miners ... now fishers ... or

agricultural labourers' from whom she gatheredpetition 'which in their grimy

condition bore token of their genuineness.'117 However, at the next meeting the

secretariesreportedthat:

notwithstandingthe determinationcome to at the last committeemeeting
they had takenuponthemselvesafter consultingsomeof the Committeeto
hold a meetingin the Coffee Palaceduring theTradesUnion Congressfor
thepurposeof hearingMiss Craigen.Themeetingwasa perfectsuccessand
theCommitteeexpressedtheirapprovalof theactionof thesecretaries.I IS

113 Ibid. List entitled' Suffragejournalssentto thefollowing:' DWSA MinuteBook. Although
undatedit would appear,from its positionin thevolume,to referto 1879.
114 Ibid 13 Feb. 1878.
lIS Ibid 29Apr. 1879.
116 Ibid 8 Sept.1880.
117 Blackburn.Record p.126.
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The meetingwasreportedin The Englishwoman's Reviewwherewe aretold that the

meetingwasaddressedalsoby otherwomenattendingtheTradesUnion Congress.I 19

Why did the secretariesdecide to overturn the decision, taken of the attending

committee?This entryreveals,I think, theforceof Anna Haslamasthe true moverof

the committee.Of course,without knowing how Anna contributedto the original

discussion,this is speculation.Her fellow secretaryfor manyyears,RoseMcDowell,

appearsto have beena backroomperson.One comesacrossher only as a joint

signature. Most of the minutebookentriesare in Anna'shandwriting.This occasion

ofJessieCraigen'saddresswasreferredto in theprefaceto thepublishedcollectionof

the committee'sreportsasan importantoccurrencein the history of the association,

albeit that Miss Craigen's namewas misspelt.l20 JennieCraigenwas a supporterof

Anna Parnell'sLadies Land Leagueand visited Bodyke, Co. Clare, the sceneof

infamousevictions,in thesummerof 1881.121

Historians of the suffrage movement in Ireland, describe the DWSA as

'preachingto the converted'l22at 'small meetings,usually in the drawing roomsof

members'houses.' 123 In reality, in the first years, the major resourcesof the

committeewereexpendedon largepublic meetingsto whichprominentspeakerswere

invited. The first arrangedby the fledging associationwas in the Antient Concert

Roomson 6th April 1877.This wasjudgednot 'so successfulas we had wished ...

especially owing to the determinedhostility of a small knot of disturbers,'124

obviously not a caseof merely preachingto the converted.Financial trouble also

ensuedas therewas a deficit of £5.12.1and Mr. Webb'sprinting bill had not been

paid.Eliza Wigham,visiting from Edinburgh,gave'afew wordsof encouragementin

the full conviction that though the work is uphill and the opposition at present

envenomed,eventualvictory is certain.'12' Despitetheoptimistictoneof this rallying

call the impressiongainedis that the committeewas battling againstthe odds. In

III DWSA Minute book.4 Nov. 1880.
119 Englishwoman'sReview.No. 110; 13 Oct. 1880.p. 469.
120 Prefaceto ReportsoftheIrish Women'sSuffrageandLocalGovernmentAssociationfrom 1896to
1918. (Dublin: Onnond,1919),p. 5.
121 JessieCraigen.'A Visit to Bodyke'Brian6 Dalaigh(ed.),.TheStrangersGaze:Travelsin County
Clare 1534-/950.(Ennis:ClaspPress,1998),pp. 291-4.
122 RosemaryCullenOwens.SmashingTimes:A History oftheIrish Women'sSuffrageMovement
/889-/922.(Dublin: Attic Press,1984),pp. 23, 27.
123 LouiseRyan. Irish Feminismandthe Vote. (Dublin: Folens,1996),p. 7.
124 DWSA Minutebook. 11 July 1877.
125 Ibid
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October 1877 'Membersof the Committeewere askedto raise from 5/= to 10/=

amongtheir friends beforethe closeof the year.,I26Undeterredby this discouraging

start,anotherpublic meetingwasheldin LeinsterHall on the 19th August1878. 'Much

good has been done by this meeting' with which Lord Talbot De Malahide was

associated.127 The Lord Mayor presidedat the DWSA public meetingat LeinsterHall

in 1879.128 A 'largeandmostinfluential' washeld in LeinsterHall in October1881 in

LeinsterHall which was 'crowded... manypeoplehadto be turnedbackastherewas

not even standing room to be had.'129 The publicity for this meeting, held in

conjunctionwith the SocialScience Congress,wasimpressive,"750 cardsand 1,000

fly leaves"wereprintedanddistributed,the 'usual'advertisementswereplacein the

newspapersandplacardsplacedin thetram cars.130

The embryonicDublin suffragemovementhad beenaffiliated to the English

movement from the beginning. Mrs. Haslam attended the 'Great Manchester

Demonstration'in February1880for which sheclaimedexpensesof £2.10.0. When

askedto give anaccountof the meetingshedemurredthat shewasno speaker;rather

than speak from memory she had taken the precautionof preparingnotes. Her

accounthighlights the excitementof the occasionand conveysthe impressionthat

womenpresenthad a senseof beingmould breakersin the tradition of greatreform

movementsof thepast:

The famous Free Trade Hall where in bye-gonetimes the voices of John
Bright andRichardCobdenso often rangout during theCom Law agitation
was crowded by thousandsof women who thronged the steps of the
platform,passagesandeveryavailablespotso that anoverflow meetinghad
to be improvised in the Memorial Hall adjoining ... the meetingswere
managedfrom first to last by women- gentlemen,exceptthe reporterswere
not to be seenin the bodyof the hall - they wererelegatedto the gallery on
Paymentof2/6 each(theentirehall beingfree to women).131

Although Anna Haslam'sefforts for equal opportunity for women never included

comments,nor suggestedactions,which might be termedanti-male,there is in this

accounta rarely exhibited senseof glee in her commentsof how, for once, when

126 Ibid. 5Nov. 1877.
127 Ibid 15 Jan.1879.
121 Ibid 29 Apr. 1879.
129 Ibid 1 Feb. 1882.
130 Ibid 4 Aug. 1881.
131 Ibid 18 Feb. 1880.
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womenwerein control theyneatlyturnedthetableson themaleaudience.Gentlemen

who complainedof the arrangementsin the FreeTradeHall were remindedthat: 'in

the most augustassemblyin the land, ladies were not only condemnedto sit in a

gallery perchedup in theclouds,but werecarefully cagedin wherethey could not be

seen and could very badly see and hear', whereasgentlemenat the Manchester

meetingwereoffered 'theirchoiceof seatsin a fine spaciousgallerywherethey could

seeandhearthe ladies.'132 Thesecommentsexpressfamiliarity with thepurdah like

conditions to which women were condemnedwhen they visited the Houses of

Parliament. Femalesuffragecampaignersattendedthe debatesof the many defeated

bills, confined to quarterswhich effectively reinforced 'their unfranchisedstate in

emphatic physical terms.'133 Anna does not mention that she had addressedthe

ManchesterDemonstration,a fact documentedby Blackburn.l34

Betweenthe foundationof the DWSA in 1876andthe grantingto Irishwomen

of the right to becomepoor law guardiansin 1896, there was a steadystreamof

unsuccessfulsuffragebills presentedto parliament. The DWSA lobbiedassiduously

for eachbill. Themodusoperandiwassimplebut effectiveandthe campaignwasnot

confinedto Dublin. As well asinitiating petitions,lettersweresentto womenallover

Ireland by Anna Haslam as Honorary Secretaryof the DWSA, asking them to

organiselocal suffragecommitteesandto write to Irish membersofparliamenturging

their support.Such letterssheargued'would havegreatweight with our Members;

and the total expenseneednot exceeda poundat the farthest.'13' Occasionally,an

exampleof a suitableletter to membersof parliamentwas included; recipientswere

askedto: 'senda similar letter in your own languageto all membersin your town and

countyandany othersover whom you canexert influence.'I36 In March 1884,when

thecampaignto includefranchisefor womenhouseholdersin the forthcomingReform

Bill was at its height, a circular letter requestedthat the recipient 'not only write

personally'to both 'Boroughand County members'but that she 'inducethe largest

numberof ... friends and acquaintances,men and women to do the same.' The

132 Ibid
133 NiamhO'Sullivan. 'TheIron Cageof Femininity: Visual Representationof Womenin the 18805
LandAgitation.' TadghFoleyandSeanRyder.(eds.).lde%gy andire/andin theNineteenthCentury.

(Dublin: FourCourtsPress,1998)p. 181.
13<4 Blackburn.Recordp. 154.
13S Circularwith letterheadof DWSA in scrapbookin IHA archive.
136 Ibid..
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circularcontinuedforcefully:

Write to members;to Mr. Gladstone;to other Cabinet members;to Mr.
Trevelyan; insisting and entreating that they will not deny to Women
householdersa measureof long withheldjustice... But our actionshouldbe
promptanduniversal;we shouldnot losea day in pressingourclaim.137

In April 1884,Annamounteda newspapercampaign.Shewrote to the Daily Express

regardingthe 'HouseholdFranchiseBill.' Shewishedto 'solicit the kind supportof

the newspaper.'Sheargued'thatwe havejusticeon our sideaswell asconstitutional

principle; our claim is a ... reasonableone.' Her letter revealsher methodsand also

theotherreformsto which shewascommitted:

The only debatableargumentis whetherwe shall be includedin the present
FranchiseBill or be compelledto go on agitating, petitioning, addressing
public meetings, interviewing members of Parliament memorializing
CabinetMinisters ... for anothertenor fifteen years,to the exceedingwaste
of time of theseenergieswhich we might bedevotingto the improvementof
our educational,sanitary, licensing, poor law and other systemswhich
greatlyneedreform.

She claimed 'supportersamong all shadesof opinion - Conservative,Liberal and

Home Ruler.'138 This letter was one of fifty-four sent to newspapersin Leinster,

Munster and Connaught,thirty of which were published.A circular containingthe

history of Irish MPs' voting record on women'ssuffragewas 'largely distributed

among friends of the movementrequestingthem to write to their members'and

provoked a 'good response.'139 Sixteenpetitions were forwarded to the House of

Commons,twelve to the Houseof Lords and 'numerousletterssentto members.'140

Anna'sobituaryin The Woman'sLeaderpraisedherprodigiouswork load: 'No work

appearedto her too great;no detail too small or tedious. To circularizeevery Irish

Member,or to write thirty or forty lettersto prominentpublic menwith herown hand

wasmerechild'splay.'141

This 1884 Reform Bill was considereda 'great opportunity' for the

137 Ibid
131 Letterfrom AnnaHaslamin Daily Express.17 Mar. 1884(from scrapbook)
139 DWSA. MinuteBookof 26June1884.
140 DWSA. Minute Bookof27Oct. 1884.
141 The Woman'sLeader.8Dec.1922.p. 358.
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introductionof the franchisefor womenhouseholders.142 In addition to the efforts

describedabove,the DWSA in Januaryhadrequesteda meetingwith ChiefSecretary,

G.O. Trevelyanto pleadthecauseof Irishwomen. Trevelyan'sreply regrettedthathis

'numerousengagementsand the pressingnature' of 'duties before the meetingof

Parliamentrenderit impossible'to receivea deputationfrom the Women'sSuffrage

Association.' He would, however, 'be happy carefully to considerany statement

which you may wish to make in writing.'143 The draft of the responseto this

communication,penned in Anna Haslam's hand, reveals her as a consummate

advocateof hercause,with a nice line in irony, anda total lack of obsequiousnessas

befittedherQuakerethos.SheregrettedthatTrevelyancouldnot 'find time to receive

a Deputation from us' and continuedrather wearily: 'We would gladly avail of

ourselvesof your kind promiseto considerany statementof our claim which we

would wish to statebeforeyou, if we really believedthatany formal statementof our

claim was necessary.'Trevelyanwasremindedthat asa supporterof their causehe

understood'the bearingsand merits of our caseas perfectly as we do ourselves.'

(Trevelyanwasa supporterof votesfor womenandhad votedfor Mill's amendment

in 1867).144 Shetold him that 'thereis nothingto distinguishour casein Irelandfrom

thatofoursistersin GreatBritain, exceptthatwe havenot yet beenconcededeventhe

minor privilegeof the Municipal Franchise- nor arewe eligible to becomePoorLaw

Guardians.'The letter arguedthat the 'prejudicewith which our claimswere almost

universally regardedwhen frrst advancedby John Stuart Mill, has almost totally

disappeared,'andcorrespondinglysupportfor the movementhad grown. In 1883the

majority of Irish members'votedor pairedin theaffmnative'(24 for: 17against);this

'faithfully mirrored the stateof public opinion here.' Trevelyanwas remindedthat

'up to the presenttime it cannotbe saidthat we womenhaveurgedour claims ... in

any fractious, impatient or unreasonablemanner.'However, unlessthe 'extremely

moderate,equitableandexpedientmeasureof enfranchisementbe concededto us we

shall smartundera senseof injustice, if not indeedof contumelysuchas they have

neverfelt before.'Uncharacteristicallyfrom this source,thereseemsherean implicit

threat of fractious unreasonablebehaviourto come if the vote went againstthem.,

Trevelyanwastold bluntly whatwasexpectedof him:

142 S htrac ey. Cause.p. 277.
143 Letter from theChief Secretary'sOffice to AnnaHaslam,dated IS Jan.1884in Haslamscrapbook.
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I do confidently expect that wheneverthe question may come up for
discussion,whetherit be in theCabinet,or in the Houseof Commonsyou at
leastwill be found amongstour champions,and that not evenyour many
onerousdutieswill preventyour raising an earnestinfluential voice in our
favour.

Annarevealedherself 'operatingindividually' asaLiberal supporter:

If it were a Liberal Governmentwith Mr. Gladstoneat its head ... which
shouldinflict this injury uponus andif we shouldbecompelledto look at a
cabinet,presidedoverby the Marquessof Salisbury... to redressthis wrong
... we shouldbitterly deploreit.

However,shecontinued'I will not for a momentbelievethatour presentenlightened

Governmentwill stultify itself by so dishonourablea breachof its cherished

principles.' Thetoneof this letter is confident;theChiefSecretaryis addressedasan

equal.He is gentlychidedfor thetypically bureaucraticbrushoff, therequestto 'put it

in writing,' andremindedthatheunderstandstherightnessof their caseonly too well,

bothasa declaredsupporterin theHouse,andas 'oneof thehighestliving authorities

on thesubjectofourpresentelectivesystem.'145 Thereis not a traceof importuningin

the toneof the letter; ratherit is suggestedthatTrevelyanandhis party do the decent

thing or allegiancewill be transferredto thosewho will. This lettercould,of course,

havebeenproducedby committeebut its appearancesuggeststhat it wasdraftedby

Anna herself. It is possiblethat Thomasmay have put his writing skills at her

disposal; I think this unlikely; his style is different, less direct, more conciliatory.

Anna'sletter is compelling,direct, convincingandunapologeticand revealsher asa

lobbyistofno meanskills. A similar letterfrom 'seventy-sixrepresentativewomenof

the day' to Membersof Parliamentis much less impressive,more cliche ridden. It

purported to 'respectfully' represent 'the claim of duly-qualified women' and

'earnestlybegged'support:46

In the event,the Reform Bill did not include a clauseenfranchisingwomen

householders.Stracheywrotebitterly:

Party loyalty was stronger thanpromises to non-voters, stronger than
conviction itself, and when the division came104 of the Liberal Members
who were pledged supporters voted against the Women's Suffrage

144 Blackburn.Recordp. 257.
145 Draft ms. letterfrom AnnaHaslam,Secretaryof DWSA to Rt. Hon, G. O. Trevelyan.. Scrapbook.
146 Letterfrom Ladiesto Membersof Parliament.May 1884.Citedin Blackburn.Recordpp.264-6.
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amendmentwhich wastherebyroundlydefeated.147

Blackburnis equallydisillusioned:

Liberal members known to be favourable to the inclusion of women
householdersin the Bill were informed, by the usualofficial channelsfor
conveying the mind of the Government,that they were not to be free to
exercise their judgement, nor to vote according to their honest
convictions.148

Mr. Gladstoneexplainedthatasmuchhad 'beenintroducedinto the Bill as ... it can

safely carry.'149 Finally, the attemptto introducea clauseto extendparliamentary

franchiseto womenhouseholderswas defeatedby 271 votesto 135. The Women's

SuffrageJournalsummedit up:

The true significanceof thedivision may be estimatedby an examinationof
the number of known friends of Women's Suffrage who voted on this
occasionin the Governmentmajority. The numberis no lessthan 104. If
these 104 membershad voted accordingto their previouswont and their
avowedconvictionsthey would havebeendeductedfrom the271 who voted
againstthe clause-leaving167 opponents-and,addedto the 135 supporters,
which would haveraisedthevote in favourof theclauseto 239.ISO

The defeat of the clause for the enfranchisementof women was a bitter

disappointment.Thesumshadbeendoneandvictory seemedassured.Theprovisions

of the Act, when passed,meant that 'the male population was now very fully

enfranchised,andthe imPetusfor pushingdemocracyfartherappearedto be spent.'lSI

Simultaneouslythe provisionsof the Corrupt PracticesAct (1883) resulted in the

recruitmentof women as unpaid party workers, as it was no longer legal to pay

professionalcanvassers.Straeheyhas statedthatactivitiesof womenin partypolitics

did a greatdeal for the suffragecause,as it could be no longerarguedthat women

wereunfit for the 'roughandtumble'of politics: 'Theyprovedtheir utility; andby so

doing they brokedowntheancientbeliefthatpolitics wasexclusivelya man'sjob.'ls2

An acrimonioussplit occurredin the Englishsuffragemovementbetweenthosewho

147 S htrac ey. Cause.pp. 277-8
141 Blackburn.Recordpp. 161-2
149 Letterfrom Mr. W. Gladstoneto Mr. W. WoodallMP (theproposerof theclauseto include
women)cited in Ibid p. 163.
150 Women'sSuffrageJournal. July 1884.Cited in Ibid pp. 164-5.
151 S htrac ey. Cause.p. 278.
IS:Z Ibid p. 280.
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wished to include party political associationsas affiliates and thosewho wished to

keepthe suffragemovementfree from the 'intrusionof partyspirit into the neutrality

hithertoso carefullypreserved.,IS3The DWSA werefundy behindMrs. Fawcettwho

wished to remain independentof any party political affiliation. She subsequently

formed the National Society for Women'sSuffrage(NSWS) establishedon the old

non-party lines, and Mrs. Haslamwas appointedto the London Executive.lst The

acrimony in London was replicated in Dublin, as at the meeting at which the

committee'ssupportfor Mrs. Fawcettwasapproved,'Mr. ShackletonandMr. Webb

withdrewduring the proceedingsand... Mr. Wighamresignedhis membershipfrom

the Committee.ISS The Dublin committee remained independentand non-party.

Perhapsthis dissensionwas the reasonfor the long gap betweenthe meetingof 4th

January1889andthe nextoneon 26th February1890.The reasongiven for the delay

in conveninga meeting was that they had beenadvisedthem 'that there was no

necessityfor muchagitationat present.'1S6

The determinationof Anna Haslam to retain the non-party nature of the

DWSA was, perhaps,basedon pragmatismas well as principle. The argumentfor

party political affiliation was that it enabledsuffragiststo work for changefrom

within a political party.Whatwasmeantin reality wasaffiliation to the Liberal Party,

'theobviousandtraditionalPartyof reform.,1S7 Thedefeatof the Liberal government

on the HomeRule questionandthe ensuingsplit, the increasingstrengthof the Irish

ParliamentaryParty, the coming to powerof the ConservativeParty, would suggest

that, in Ireland,the obviousthing to do wasto remainpolitically neutral.Among the

DWSA membershiptherewereLiberals,Irish Parliamentary Partymembersandsome

Conservatives.Although Anna wasvehementlyanti-HomeRule, sheworkedhappily

and fruitfully for suffrage with those who were its enthusiasticsupporters. She

constantlyreiteratedthe non-party,non-sectariannatureof the DWSA. In 1900 the

association'snon-partystancewasreiteratedin a statementthat 'asan Association'it

'could takeno part in Partypolitics - but that individually ... [members]retainedfull

liberty ofaction.'lSI

153 Blackburn.Record p.17S.
154 DWSA. MinuteBook 28 Dec. 1888.
155 Ibid. 4 Jan.1889.
156 Ibid 26Feb. 1890.
157 Strachey.Cause.p. 281.
lSI DWSA. MinuteBoole. 18 Sept.1900
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Thereis no documentaryevidenceextantof theattitudeof the DWSA towards

the Ladies' Land Leaguewhich operatedfrom January1881 to August 1882. One

might haveexpectedanorganisationwhich demonstratedthatwomenwerecapableof

operatinga countrywidecampaignunderthe mostdifficult of circumstances,to have

elicited commentfrom the executivecommitteeof the DWSA. The Haslamswould

havebeenbitterly opposedto what theywould haveperceivedasthe illegal natureof

the Ladies'LandLeagueoperations,althoughtheymight well havebeensympathetic

to its work to alleviatedistresscausedby evictions. Fromananti-HomeRule speech

deliveredby Anna on the 22nd June 1888, it is evident that she felt considerable

animositytowardstheNationalLeagueandits methods.Shearguedthat:

no countryin theworld ... enjoysa greateramountof reasonableliberty than
Irelanddoesat thepresenttime - with indeedonemelancholyexception- the
tyranny of the National League- the most unscrupulousbody of men, I
supposethateverattemptedto seizethereignsof powerin our land.

The languageof this speechis mostuntypically heatedandintemperate:

The dangerwhich now threatensus is - that the whole governmentof our
country, legislatureand administration,may be virtually handedover to
these men to plunder and boycott and tyrannise over us as they like,
uncheckedby the wisdom, the common senseof the remainderof the
Kingdom. What theyarecapableof doing in theprosecutionof their wicked
schemes,we all know from that atrocioussystemof boycottingwhich they
not only inventedbutcarriedout ... with unrelentingsavagery.A parliament
in College Green ... simply meansthat Ireland should be handedover in
perpetuity to the brutalities of these men ... It is impossible, ladies, to
exaggeratetheseriousnessof thedanger.

Sheappealedto the womenof Dublin to stand'formost (sic) in the defenceof the

movement'as Dublin Unionists would have the most to lose if Mr. Parnell were

'installed as a virtual sovereignin the Castle.' Despite the many disappointments

visitedon thewomen'smovementby successivegovernments,HaslamsawIrelandas

governed by the 'intelligence, the energy, the practical wisdom of the United

Kingdom as a whole.' The Westminstergovernment,she said, had given Ireland

Catholicemancipation,nationalschools,the PoorLaw system,the Royal University,

the intermediateeducationsystemand had 'recentlyconferredprivileges upon our

tenantfarmers,which competentauthoritiestell us arenot enjoyedby the farmersof

England.'
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Surprisingly she praisedthe Liberal governmentfor the 1884 Reform Act

which hadso disappointedall the suffragegroupsin the United Kingdom but 'which

extendedtheprincipleof a vote, if I cannotsayto everyhouseholderin theKingdom,

I canat leastsayvirtually every Male householderin the Kingdom.' Shedoesnot

speculatehowthewomen'sfranchisecampaignmight fare in theeventofHomeRule,

rathersheis concernedthatthe 'Loyalistsof Irelandwill bepolitically extinguished...

they will be outvotedon everypossiblequestion;indeedfor practicalpurposes,they

might aswell bedisenfranchisedfor onceandfor all.' Themainpurposeof delivering

this speechwasto shakeloyalistwomenoutof theirapathyandto form 'at leastsome

little nucleus for united action.' Not surprisingly, Anna seemsat this juncture

completelydisillusionedwith Mr. Gladstone;sherefersto his 'illusory devices'and

warnedheraudiencethatif womendid notmaketheir influencefelt 'in someeffective

way in thegreatstruggle'theyneednotexpressanysurprise'if Mr. Gladstoneshould

succeedin working his way back into power.'IS9 Despite her disenchantment,

however,shewas a committeememberand a co-founderof the Women'sLiberal

Unionist Associationformed'afterthecleavageof thegreatLiberal Party'causedby

theHomeRulecrisis.Thus,within a few yearsof theReformAct 'whichhadrefused

them the rights of citizenship,womenwere justifying their claim, by the practical

object-lessonof actualpolitical work, on the lines of eachof the greatPartiesin the

State.'160 Shewasalsoacommitteememberof theRathminesUnionistSocietyanda

memberof the CentralUnionistCommittee.A reportof the Irish Unionist Alliance

ExecutiveCommitteestatesthattheLadies'Committeeof theAlliance was formedin

1893andthatMrs. Haslamwasamember.Thecommitteehadmetforty-onetimesin

1894 and Mrs. Haslam had undertakento write to women in Carlisle and

Berwickshireaspartof thecampaignto educateinterestedwomenin 'certainEnglish

andScottishconstituencies.'161 Fromthis speech,Anna'sunionismseemspredicated

on her certainty that Ireland was well governedby Englandand that successive

governmentswere'pledgedto theremovalof everyremaininggrievanceunderwhich

159 Ms. in AH's handin lHA archive.Speechdeliveredon 22June1888to 'Mrs. Russellandladies.'
Mrs. Russellwasthewife of T.W. Russell,M.P, suffragesupporterandspeakeratCDA repeal
meetings.
160 Blackburn.Recordp.172. TheWomen'sLiberal UnionistAssociationwasagroupof Liberal
Supporterswho wereanti-HomeRule.
161 The Irish Times.25 Apr. 1895.
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our people,or any sectionof them,arestill wrongfully suffering.'162 Sheaverredthat

if amplejusticewerenot effectedin legislativeandadministrativematterstherewere

onehundredmembersin theHouseofCommonsto setthemright. Thereis nothingin

this speechof blind loyalty to queenand country. There is, however, a strongly

expressedantipathy, to Parnell, the National Leagueand by implication, the Irish

Party. Anna's loyalism was basedon her wishesfor the welfare of Ireland, as she

perceivedit. (Parnell supportedthe suffrage movement,when in he forwarded a

petition to the Commons.)Politically, she was convincedthat Home Rule would

result in a diminution of personal liberty, because,as she saw it: 'the whole

governmentof our country, legislatureand administration,may be virtually handed

overto thesemento plunderandboycottandtyranniseoverusasthey like.'163

Paradoxically,she numberedamong her parliamentarysuffrage supporters

manypro-HomeRule members,proofof the independentnon-partyphilosophyof the

DWSA. In the abovespeechshedoesnot addressthe questionof how women might

fare underHome Rule. In 1908,HannaSheehySkeffington,a committednationalist,

addressedthe questionand concludedthat 'Ireland was a conservativerural based

society, heavily influencedby religion, where women sufferedimmensesocial and

economicdisadvantages.'Shearguedthat nationalismdid not transformPeOpleinto

new beings,nor did it free themfrom cultural prejudices.Sheaccusedthe Irish Party

of having 'steadily ignored' the claims of Irishwomen. She was sceptical that

women'svoicewould beheardin thenewIrelandwithout their first havinggainedthe

vote.'64 Anna Haslam'shostility to Home Rule must have beenreinforced by the

behaviourof the Irish Party in 1912,whentheir voteshelPedto kill the Conciliation

Bill which would havegranted a limited franchiseto women. The avowednon-party

stanceof the DWSA effectively preventedher from pronouncingon the Home Rule

questionas it appliedto suffragebut it is reasonableto assumethat shewould have

agreedwith the SheehySkeffington analysis.When her averredhostility to Home

Rule is set againsther ability to work with professedHome Rulers for the suffrage

cause, it reveals her as a pragmatist who could compartmentaliseher various

activities. Thereis no evidenceof any tensionin the committeecausedby her stance

162 Ms. of Speechin IHA archive.
163 Ibid
164 HannaSheehySkeffington.'SinnFein andIrish Women'in BeannahEireann.Nov. 1909. Cited
in MargaretWard. UnmanageableRevolutionaries:Womenand Irish Nationalism.(London:Pluto,
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on HomeRule nor is thereany referenceto resignationsof thosecommittedto Home

Rule from thecommittee.

Thomasdoesnot appearto havespokenout on Home Rule in the 1880s. In

1865, he had written a pamphlet, The Real Wants of the Irish People, which

anticipatedtheGladstonianapproachofkilling HomeRuleby kindness.Thepamphlet

is a cleverly written closelyarguedpolemicwhich initially deploresthe statusof the

Irish as a 'conqueredpeople,' then cleverly shows this to be inevitable and even

desirable,and, in effect, suggestsa form of constructiveunionism. Properly and

justly ruled, protectedfrom the avarice of rapaciouslandlords, with development

projectsfunded by the British tax-payer, the Irish will rejoice in their 'union with

the landofAlfred andof Shakespeare,of Milton andofNewton.'1M While his remarks

on landlordism demonstratesympathy with the later aims of the National Land

Leaguefor fair rent, fixity of tenureandfreedomof sale,it is likely thatThomas,too,

would haveobjectedto its tactics.

Blackburn'ssummingup of the dispirited moodof the suffragemovementin

the yearsfollowing the 1884 defeatis applicablealso to the DWSA: 'The suffrage

workers had to reconcilethemselvesto days of dull, patientplodding, - the bright

hopefulnessof the earliertimeswasgoneout of the movement.'166 The novelty value

of the campaigningwomenwasgone: 'The agitationhadbeengoing on so long that

the Pressand the public were tired of hearing of it. Nothing was happeningin

Parliament... the argumentswere the sameas they hadalwaysbeen.'167 Despitethe

continuedfailure of the successivebills in the 1890sthe Irish movementhadcausefor

rejoicingwhenin 1896:

that indefatigablefriend of women'sinterestsW. JohnstonM.P. undertook
to introducea Women'sPoorLaw Guardian(Ireland) Bill and successfully
carriedthroughall its stagesin the Houseof Commonsin a few daysthereby

. . b tIn t 168ensunngIts su sequentenac en.

This legislation, followed through in the spirit of constructiveUnionism, was the

catalystfor a resurgenceof the association.At oncethe committeefocuseduponthe

electionof womenasPoorLaw Guardians.A letterwassentin March 1896to eighty

1983), pp. 71-3.
165 A Memberof theStatisticalandSocial InquirySocietyof Ireland.(Thomas1. Haslam)The Real
WantsoftheIrish People.(Dublin: Webb,1865),p. 50.
166 BlackburnRecordp. 169.
167 S htrac ey. Cause.p. 284.
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'leadingladies... urging themto look out for suitablewomenwho would beprepared

to offer themselvesascandidatesat futureelections.'169 TheDWSA decided:

that while not neglecting any kind of reasonableeffort to obtain the
Parliamentaryvoteassoonaspossible... [members]shouldin the meantime
direct their more immediateaction to the obtainmentof the Municipal and
other local Franchises,not merely for their own sakesbut also largely for
their educationvaluein preparingfor theParliamentary.170

TheelectionofMiss Martin asfirst femalepoor law guardianwas 'felt to bethecause

for muchcongratulation.'171

Although Anna Haslam did not herself stand for election as a poor law

guardian, preferringto spearheada campaignto persuadeotherwomento go forward,

she involved herselfwith standardsin workhouses,a key issuefor guardians. She

visited Holyhead,BangorandCaemarfonWorkhouses,'someof the arrangementsin

which are decidedly superior to those adoptedin our Dublin environs.'172 When

attendingthe Conferenceof the Women'sSuffrageAssociationin Birmingham,anda

conferenceof womenworkers in Manchester,sheavailedof the opportunityto visit

workhousesand children's homes in the Birmingham, Manchesterand Kettering

areas.173 Shesawtheadvantagesgainedthereby thepresenceof womenasguardians.

Her remarksrevealher ashavinga stronglycompassionatenature;her perceptionof

theworkhousewasasa placewhich shouldbemadeascomfortableaspossiblefor the

poorwhom sheclearly sawasdeservingthe besttreatmentit waspossibleto provide

within the constraintsof the system.She was struck by the facilities provided by

Welsh and English institutions, including swings and plaYrooms for children and

superiorsanitaryfacilities. Childrenwereno longerdressedin workhouseuniforms

andthe old had arm chairsandthe 'infirm old women'wereprovidedwith afternoon

tea.'Thesefacilities sheattributedto the 'womanlyelementin the managementof the

institutions.174 Haslam addressedmany election meetingswhere she exhorted her

audienceto vote for womenaspoorlaw guardians.

161 DWSA. AnnualReport 1896,p. 3
169 DWSA. MinuteBook5 March 1896.
170 DWSA. AnnualReport1896. pA.
171 DWSA. MinuteBoole. 15 Sept.1896
172 Ibid
173 Ibid 11 Nov. 1896.
1'4 Addressby AnnaHaslamat anelectionmeetingin Dublin in supportof Mrs. Lawrenson's
candidacyasPLG. 10Feb.1897.Scrapbook.in lHA archive.
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The 1897DWSAI7s reportrejoicedin the electionof twelve womenpoor law

guardians'fulfilling their mostsanguineexpectations.'It wasnotedthat the women's

electionhadbeento the 'entiresatisfactionof the greatbodyof ratepayersbut alsoto

the acknowledgedadvantageof their respectiveboards.'176 The importance of

Irishwomen standing for election of as poor law guardianswas recognisedas a

powerful stimulus 'to the willingnessof our morecapablefellow country womento

taketheir legitimatesharein thepublic work which our socialneedsrequire.,In Local

committeeswere formed in Strokestown,Skibbereen,Traleeand Milltown Malbay

with the intentionof 'mouldingpublic opinion ... bringingelectoralinfluenceto bear

upon such of our Representativesas are either hostile or indifferent to women's

claims.' Womenpoor law guardianswere subsequentlyelectedin thesefour towns

demonstratingtheeffectivenessof theDWSA'sstrategy. Thedeathof IsabellaTod in

December1896wasthe causeof 'poignantgrief anda senseof 'irreparableloss' to

the committee. The secondreadingof ParliamentarySuffrageBill in February1897

was carriedby 230 to 159 voteswas 'exceedinglyencouraging'and Irish members'

voting had been 'satisfactory'.Michael Davitt was one of the Irish memberswho

votedfor thebill. 178

Despitecontinueddisappointmentin thesearchfor theparliamentaryfranchise

1898wasa 'redletteryearfor Irishwomen,'asthegovernment'honourablyredeemed

their pledges,in the passingof the Local GovernmentAct.' The practical result of

this, announcedthecommittee,wasthatqualifiedwomenin Ireland:

now enjoyall the franchisespossessedby their Englishsisterstogetherwith
the lodgerfranchisenot yet conferreduponthe latter. They now alsoenjoy
all the franchises possessedby their fellow countrymen except the
parliamentary;and if they havenot yet obtainedseatsupon the Countyand
BoroughCouncils,thereis everyprobability that thesewill be thrown open

th d· da 179to emat no very IStant teo

Virginia Crossmanbelievesthat:

I7S The DWSA briefly becamethe Dublin Women'sSuffrage(andPoor�L�a�~ �~�u�a�r�:�d�i�a�n�) Association.
Next known asthe Dublin Women'sSuffrageandLocal GovernmentASSOCiationIts namewas
changedin 1901 to Irish Women'sSuffrageandLocal GovernmentAssociation,(1 WSLGA) which
namelasteduntil 1918.To avoidconfusionI haveused only two versions,viz. DWSA and IWSLGA

176 DWSA. AnnualReportJ897. p. 4.
177 Ibid p. 5.
171 Ibid p. 7.
179 DWSA. AnnualReport. 1898.p. [3.J

203



Haslam had reasonto sound a triumphant note since she had played a
leadingrole in ensuringthatwomenwould beableto standaswell asvote in
local elections.... Haslamworked with sYmpatheticMPs, suchas William
Johnstonof Belfast to amendthe bill in order to clarify the position of
women. By the time it reachedthe statute books, the bill ... included
provisionsentitling womenwho werequalified to voteundertheact to stand
for office asdistrict councillorsandaspoor law guardiansin urbandistricts.
(In rural districts successfulcandidatesservedboth as district councillors
andpoorlaw guardians.)180

Anna Haslam's political acumen was displayed in the campaign for the local

governmentfranchise for women. She was convincedthat 'becauseof political

causes'in Ireland, in single seatelectoraldivisions, women would have very little

chanceof heading the poll. The intervention of the committee, who addressed

'apPealsand remonstrancesto numerousMembersof both Housesof Parliament',

ensuredthedual membershipproviso,permittingof theelectionof not fewer thantwo

membersin eachelectoraldivision in the caseof District Councils and Board of

Guardians[which] wasnot in theoriginal draftof theBill. 111 A letter from Anna

to Mr. Balfour in which shepointsout the 'thesinglememberprinciple ... will throwa

seriousobstaclein the way of PoorLaw lady guardiansespeciallyin rural districts'

elicited the reply that Mr. Balfour 'thinks it not improbable' that the vote in the

House of Lords 'will be in the direction you require.'182 Becauseof similar

representations,including a letter sent to the chief secretaryof Ireland, a further

amendmentensuredthat personswho were not local governmentelectors were

eligible to stand as candidatesif they fulfilled the residencequalification. This

Provisionwasparticularly importantas it enabledmany marriedwomento standas

district councillors.l83

By the end of 1898 there were eight-five women elected as poor law

guardians,thirty-one of whom were also Rural District Councillors. Mrs. Maurice

Dockrell had beenelectedas a councillor in Blackrocktownshipand Mrs. Rutter in

Limavaddy. Theseresultsfurnished:

a conclusive answer to those who affirm that Irish women are too
exclusivelywrappedup in their family concernsto take their rightful share

110 Virginia Crossman.LocalGovernmentin Nineteenth-centuryIreland (Belfast:The Instituteof
Irish Studies,TheQueen'sUniversityof Belfast,1994),p. 94.
III DWSA. AnnualReport /898 [3]-4.
112 AH to Arthur Balfour. 20 July 1898andreply of22July 1898.IHA Archive.
113 Crossman.LocalGovernment.pp.94-5.
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in the dutiesof Local Governmentand it alsoconclusivelyprovesthat they
will be well qualified to performtheir dutiesasintelligentelectorswhenthe
Parliamentaryvotehasbeenconferreduponthem.184

Despitethis upbeataccountof victory the committeedeploredthat, 'strangeto say,'

Cork was still without a womanguardian,nor was therea single womanelectedin

Galway,Waterford,or Limerick.lss The lack of anactivefeminist movementin Cork

was a recurring causefor concern. This lack of an 'influential Committee' in the

'southernmetropolis' meant that there was little progress in Munster. It was

surprisingthattheexistenceofQueen'sCollegedid not bring'enlightenment.'186

The DWSA committeepublisheda list of electedwomenpoor law guardians

and Mrs. Haslamnever lost an opportunityto publicisethe advantagesof women's

contribution when elected. She saw them, not merely as administrators,but as

compassionatephilanthropistswho broughta practicalhumanityto their role aspoor

law guardians. Above all she saw them as reformerswho 'addedto the inmates'

comfort' by improving the 'dietary', the kitchensand the clothing of the inmates.187

Modem feministsmight well deploreher perceptionof womenpoor law guardians'

strengths as essentiallythe applicationof their domesticskills to the workhouse.

Anna Haslam,however,sawsuchskills asuniquelyequippingthewomenfor the task

of bringing muchneededreform to the institutionswhich they administered.Shefelt

that,prior to theelectionof women,thevoting of poor law guardians'wascarriedout

uponexclusivelyparty linesandwith ... little regardfor thewell-beingofourdestitute

poor.' Now whenwomenvotedfor 'the lady candidate'they 'roseaboveall sectarian

prejudicesandgavehertheirvote ... simply becauseshewaswell knownfor herdeeds

of mercy to the poor and canbe absolutelytrustedto do her duty by them.'188 Thus

women,as electorsand elected,were presentedas superiorbeingswhoseconcerns

were service to those who were the denizensof the workhouse.Anna was ever

consciousof the needto convertthoseprejudicedagainstthe electionof womento

public office and saw the perceivedexcellenceof the service provided by these

womenasanimportantstepin the inevitable,if lengthy,progresstowardsthegranting

114 DWSA. AnnualReport. 1899.p. [3]
liS Ibid p. 7.
116 Ibid
117 'WomenandLocal Governmentin Ireland:A Chatwith Mrs. Haslam.'SundayTimes.8 July 1900.
•• 'IrishwomenandtheLocal GovernmentAct' reprintedfrom Englishwoman'sReviewl(Oct. 1898.)
Copyin HaslamScrapbookIHA archive.

205



of the franchise.Shecontinually reiteratedthis point andalthoughthe parliamentary

franchiseobviously continuedto be the main aim of the DWSA, its energies,and

especiallythoseof Anna herself, were from henceforthalso channelledinto more

immediatelyattainablegoals.

In 1898, the DWSA, now calling itself the Dublin Women'sSuffrage(and

Poor Law Guardians')Associationpublisheda Pamphletentitled Suggestionsfor

IntendingLadyGuardianswhich offeredpracticaladviceto suitablyqualifiedwomen

on gaining supportfor their candidacy.It advisedthe formation of a committee'of

influential men and women of all shadesof political opinion and of all religious

denominations-topromotethe electionof two or morecapableandjudiciouswomen

... in all the moreimportantUnionsin Ireland.'189 Anna revealedherselfaspossessing

considerablepublic relationsskills in advocatingthedesirabilityof electingwomenas

poor law guardians.In November1900 she wrote a letter to The King's County

Chronicle in which she commentedon a recentmeetingof the RoscreaBoard of

Guardiansat which 'a laundrycase'wasdiscussed.Shedeclinedto commenton the

particularcaseas shedid not know the circumstancesbut sheaskedto be allowed

make 'oneobvioussuggestion'that would provide 'true remediesfor suchdisorders
)

not only in yoUr Union, but in all our Unions.' Her solution, of course,was the

electionof womenas poor law guardians'who would have the samepower as the

otherGuardiansand will meetthem on equal termson the Board.' From'intimate

personalknowledge'shecould assurereadersthat electedwomenhad 'in their brief

term of office, have already'done invaluableserviceby their unfailing tact, good

sense, discretion and undying vigilance as their brother guardians freely and

generouslyacknowledge.'Sheenclosedreportsof theconferenceofwomenguardians

of April 1900 which shereveal the 'sterling good sense'of the particiPants.l90 The

DWSA produceda pamphletwith advicefor 'philanthropicIrishwomen'who wished

to avail of the opportunitiesaffordedby the legislationof 1896 and 1898. Readers

weregivenall relevantinformationon thecategoriesofpersoneligible to vote in local

governmentelectionsanddetailedinstructionson themechanicsof registration.There

werealsoclearinstructionson theproceduresfor candidatesto go forward for election

asPLGsandasrural andurbandistrict councillors.Although it waspointedout that

119 DWSA. Suggestionsfor IntendingLadyGuardians.(leaflet).ScrapbooklHA Archive.
190 AH to theeditorof TheKing's CountyChronicle.9Nov. 1900.
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'as yet women are not eligible for membershipof Borough and County Councils'

there were 'severalimportant offices' for which they could apply. Theseincluded

'Sanitary Inspectors, School Attendance Officers, Inspectors of Workhouses ...

membersof theGoverningCommitteesupontheDistrict Hospitals.,191 It is likely that

Anna Haslamwas the authorof this work and of 'Suggestionsfor Intending Lady

Guardians'which advisedthe formationofcommittees'of influential menandwomen

of all shadesof political opinion and of all religious denominationsto promotethe

electionof ... capableandjudiciouswomen... in all the morethe importantUnionsin

Ireland.l92 The Englishwoman's Review printed 'Irishwomen and the Local

GovernmentAct' by Anna Maria Haslamcontainingmuch the sameinformation as

that containedin the two pamphletsandwritten in a similar style. Theseworks have

beendescribedas 'carefully drafted, clear explanationsof new rights and of steps

which shouldbetakento implementthem.'193

Aboveall, Annasawthe local government successesasa stagein thebattlefor

the vote ratherthanan end in itself. In The Englishwomen'sJournalshewrote: 'For

my-selfpersonallythe Local GovernmentAct is interesting,far more as a political

educatorthan from the specificbenefitsthat may in otherdirectionsspring from it.'

Heretofore,sheargued,many 'womensawno practicalgood in agitatingfor reform

which never seemedlikely to be realised;' instead they involved themselves in

charitable works 'the result of which would be visible in their lifetime.' Now,

however, 'sitting side by side with men upon their respective councils will

revolutionisetheir ideasand make themnot only desirethe Parliamentaryvote but

willing to takesomelittle troubleto obtainit. ,194 SusanDay, suffragistandpoor law

guardian,recognisedthat the electionof womento local governmentbodieswas a

vital factor in their politicisation, and made the case for parliamentarysuffrage

compelling:

On County Councils, Boards of Guardiansand Committees they have
vindicated their public-spiritedness. But her position on administrative
boardshasonly increasedwomen'sdemandsfor the vote. In administering
the law shehaslearnthow to criticize it, andits weakspotsstareup at her in

191 DWSA. SuggestionsforIntendingWomenWorkersundertheLocalGovernmentActs.Rev.ed.

(Dublin: DWSA, n.d), pp. 1-8.
192 DWSA. Suggestionsfor IntendingLadyGuardians.(Dublin: DWSA, n.d.).
193 O'Neill. DWSA.p. 150.
194 AnnaHaslam.Irishwomenand LocalGovernmentAct. Reprintedfrom The Englishwoman'8
Review.15 Oct. 1898.Scrapbook.lHAArchive
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helplessandhopelessandoftentragicconfusion.195

The electionof womenaspublic officials empoweredthemto administerlaws which

they hadno part in formulating,nor hadthey a vote in the electionof thosewho did.

Women'sparticipation in local governmentmust have createdconfidencein their

competence.Anna Haslam'sconstantreiterationof the improvementsachievedby

poor law guardiansbearswitnessto this. Their public profile, their canvassingfor

election,the fact that womencouldvote in thoseelectionssurely lessenedfearsabout

women'sinability to participatein public life.

An important part of Haslam's campaigning was her agitation for the

employmentof womenaspaidpublic officials. In 1898shewrote to the Chairmanof

the Public Health Committeeregardingthe desirability of appointing lady sanitary

inspectors:'we think it mustbe self-evidentthat thereare certaindepartmentsof the

work which mostespeciallyrequirethat minutepains-takinginvestigationin which

the vigilant & practical eye of a well trained lady inspectorwould be peculiarly

effective.'196 In the 1899report it was notedthat the DWSA, apartfrom its work for

theparliamentaryvote,had engagedin valuablework affectingwomen.Somesuccess

was achieved in Dublin where therehad been 'several precedents'established,

including the appointmentof two women as sanitary officers and four as school

attendanceofficers. There was also a women inspectorappointedfor boardedout

childrenandone for the protectionof infants.197 The reportof 1900announcedwith

pride thatDublin now had twenty femaleinspectorsof which 5 weresanitaryofficers,

thirteen school attendanceofficers, one inspectorof boardedout children and one

appointedunder the ShopsHours Acts. In Kerry, Lady Castlerosse,a poor law

guardian,had beenappointedasa memberof the County Agriculture and Technical

Institutecommittee;Meathalsohada womanon the CountyAgricultural Committee.

However, the Local GovernmentBoard had ignored the representationsof DWSA

committee regarding the appointmentof women as inspectors of boarded out

children:9I The successful endeavours in regard to women's employment

notwithstanding,'womenwill neverbe treatedequally until they haveobtainedtheir

195 SusanDay. Womenin a NewIreland (Cork: MWFL, 1912),p. 3.
196 Letterfrom AH to theChairmanof thePublicHealthCommittee.City Hall Dublin. 5Nov. 1898.

197 DWSA. AnnualReport.1899.p 8
191 Ibid. 1900.p. 8-9.
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legitimatesharein theelectionof themenwho havethemakingof the laws.' Despite

setbacks,the writer of the report,almostcertainlyThomasHaslam,was sanguinefor

the future: ' We can entertainno doubt that, long beforethe year 2000 has dawned

uponour successors,everyartificial barrierrestrictingthe free political actionof our

fellow countrywomenwill havebeenremoved.'199 In a 1900interview,Annaargued

for the appointmentof womento 'the governingcommitteesof hospitals,asylums,

reformatories,gaolsandso forth.,200 This interviewfeatured,in TheQueen,unusually

in the reporting of suffragematters,containeda suggestionof the Irish as 'other',

indeedof 'Oirish' whimsy:

Mrs. Haslam'skeennessis manifesteddifferently from someof our English
pioneers. It is hard to put into words the natureof the difference,one can
only suggestit in the very vaguestatementthatsheis Irish, andI cannotbut
think that to be Irish ... makesthe conductof such businessa little more
genial,a little moreingratiating,a lesspoint blank.

Mrs. Haslamadvocated'womentaking theirproperpart in theadministrationof local

affairs which after all the affairs of both sexes'and 'employingwomenequally with

men(andwheneverpossiblefor equalpay).' Readerswere informedthat 'everybody

in Dublin knew Mrs. HaslamandI am quite sureeverybodylikes her whetheror not

hesharesherviews.,201

As is evident from its labours to involve women allover Ireland in the

campaignfor the vote, in its efforts to promote the election of women in local

governmentand to encouragethe employmentof women as public officials, the

Dublin Women's Suffrage Association endeavouredto become a countrywide

pressuregroup. Anna had written in 1898 that: 'The immediateduty of women's

suffragein Ireland is the establishmentof active working Committees'in centresof

population 'and to this indispensablework our Dublin Committeeare now more

especiallyaddressingthemselves.,202 The DWSA did not confmeitself to Irelandbut

alsoparticipatedin the internationalwomen'smovementwhich emergedin the 1880s.

The Fisher family's involvement in the anti-slavery and international peace

movementswould haveexposedthe youngAnnato the commonempathyof purpose

199 Ibid. pp. 11, 13.
200 'A chatwith Mrs. Haslam:WomenandLocal Governmentin Ireland.'SundayTimes.8July 1900.
201 M.B. 'Noteson Women'sWork in Dublin.' Queen:theLadies'Newsletter.26May 1900.Cutting
in Haslamscrapbook.IHA Archive.
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which could unite peoples of different countries in reforming movements.The

internationalwoman'smovementoriginatedin the United Statesandhadconnections

with the anti-slavery movement. Indeed, the exclusion of the American female

delegatesfrom the first internationalanti-slaveryconferenceheld in London in 1840

wasthe catalystfor the formationof the Americanwomen'srights movement.203 The

International Council of Women (lCW) was founded by the American suffrage

pioneersSusanB. Anthony andElizabethCady Stantonwho visited GreatBritain in

1883in anattemptto persuade'old friendsfrom anti-slaverytimesandmanyyounger

ones that an �i�n�~�e�r�n�a�t�i�o�n�a�l suffrage associationbe formed.' On their return to the

United Statesthe womenwere persuadednot to form an internationalgroup solely

dedicatedto suffrage. Insteadthe ICW set out to unite all women'sorganisations

'from which would follow theattainmentofall reformgoals,suffrageincluded.'204

The first internationalconventionwasheld in WashingtonD.C. in 1888. The

DWSA decidednot to senddelegatesto Washingtonas the committeedid not know

the objectsof the convention.lOS Therewere, in fact, only eight Europeandelegates

and sixty Americansin attendance.The published reportof this meeting,however,

containeda message,signedby Anna Haslam,which expressed'deepregret' for the

inability of Irishwomento attendandhopedfor the 'rapid hasteningof thosefurther

measuresof justicefor which womeneverywhereare longing.' The messagepointed

out that although 'Irishwomenstill suffer grievously from numerouspolitical and

other disabilities' there had beenadvances'chiefly in the direction of educational

justice in the last decade.,206 The copy of the publishedreport of the Washington

meeting,held in the National Library of Ireland bearson the flyleaf an inscription

dedicatedto 'Mrs. AnnaMaria Haslamwith thecomplimentsof the I.C.W. committee

of arrangements,'signedby the prominentAmericansuffragist,SusanB. Anthony.

The foundersof the ICW believedthat 'womenof all nations'could achieve'the best

202 AnnaHaslam.Irishwomen.
203 See JaneRendall.TheOrigins ofModernFeminism.(London:Macmillan, 1985),p. 300andAlex
Tyrrell "'Woman'sMission" andPressureGroupPolitics in Britain.' in TheJohnRylandsUniversity
LibraryJournal. Vol. 63, no. 1, Autumn 1980.p.194.
204 Edith F. Hurwitz. 'TheInternationalSisterhood.'RenateBridenthalandClaudiaKoonz.(eds),
BecomingVisible: Womenin EuropeanHistory. (Boston:HoughtonMifflin, 1977) p.329.
205 DWSA. MinuteBook.9 Dec. 1887.
:206 ReportoftheInternationalCouncilofWomenassembledbytheNational WomanSuffrage
Association... 1888. (Washington,D.C.: NationalWomen'sSuffrageAssociation,1888), p. 42.
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good of humanity' by a 'greaterunity of thought, sympathyand pwpose.,207 The

Council met in London in 1899, under the presidencyof Lady Aberdeen, lately

Vicereineof Ireland.Anna HaslamandMargaretDockrell, representedIrelandat this

conference,the delegatesof which were 'accordeda reception'by QueenVictoria.

The 'old and frail' queenpassed'slowly in her carriagebetweenthe long ranksof

womenof all ages,races,andnations,'andafterwardsinvited themto teain Windsor

Castlewherethey wereserved'in greatstate,with the famousgold plate setout.,208

The proceedingsof the conferencewere publishedin sevenvolumes,one of which,

Womenin Politics, includedcontributionsfrom Anna andThomasHaslamand from

MargaretDockrell. The speechesof Anna and MargaretDockrell were designedto

bring the conditionspeculiarto Irelandto the attentionof an internationalaudience,

while Thomasaddressedtheuniversalityof thewomen'squestion.Dockrell'saddress,

called'Irish Womenin Local Government',explainedthat:

Ireland is in a transition state.The governingpower on local affairs has
passedfrom the Unionists to the Nationalists,from the educated,cultured
andleisuredclassesto the traders,small farmers,and,in manycasesevento
the labourers;but the women ... electednearly all belong to the highly­
educatedclass,andsomeof themareUnionistsandProtestants.

While this presenteda difficulty to womenentering public life, her 'own individual

experience'as a Unionist and Protestantwas encouraging. Sheservedon a council

which was two-third Nationalistand Catholic, but was 'unanimouslyelectedto be

deputy vice-chairman',and placed on several committees'including being made

chairmanof the Dwellings for the Very Poor.' Sheaddeddisarmingly that shewas

quite old-fashionedin some respects.'I still believe in husbandsand babiesand

frocks.' Shesawherselfas 'a connectinglink betweenthe old type of womanwho

thought men must be always right and the new type who think they are always

wrong.' MargaretDockrell, althoughUnionist, did not seethe accessionof powerby

Nationalistsasa necessarilybadthing but felt thatuponwomendevolved'the taskof

reconcilingthe opposingforces,softeningasperitiesand cementingall classes.,209 It

could be argued that such sentimentsconformedto the stereotypeof woman as

peacemakerand conciliator, rather than radical innovator. There was also a

'1tY1 Earl andCountessof Aberdeen.'WeTwa': ReminiscencesofLordandLady Aberdeen.vol. 2.

(London:Collins, 1925), p. 296.
201 Ibid pp. 299-300.
209 Mrs. MauriceDockrell. 'Irish Womenin LocalGovernment'in CountessofAberdeen.ed. The
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submissionfrom a 'Miss Hasland'of Dublin which from thecontextandtheevidence

of her having beenpresent,almostcertainly refersto Mrs. Haslam.2lO Shecited the

statisticsof the electionsof poor law guardianssincethe passingof the 'Irish Local

GovernmentAct in 1885'(sic). She was very happy that a large number of lady

guardianswereRomanCatholic. Shehad 'waiteduponthe RomanCatholicBishop

of Ireland (sic) to learn his idea on the subject'of womenguardians;'and he had

statedthat he hadno objection... providedthat they did not turn out a good Roman

Catholic man.,211 No comment was offered on the sexist and denominational

implicationscontainedin this statement.The sensitivityto the views of the hierarchy

was most certainly pragmatic; presumably potential Roman Catholic women

candidateswereanxiousnot to alienatechurchleadersandHaslamsoughtto reassure

them by seekinghierarchicalapproval.Alternatively shemay havesoughtto deflect

churchcriticism by ensuringapprovalprior to seekingRomanCatholiccandidatesto

standfor election. It is noteworthythat both MargaretDockrell and Anna addressed

questionsin an internationalarenathat were not commentedupon in the annual

reportsor minutesof their organisationat home. Anna also attendedthe Women's

suffragemeetingat theQueen'sHall, organisedin conjunctionwith theconference.212

Delegates'from the United Statesand nine othercountries'were welcomedto this

'enthusiasticgathering'.213 Thomaswasresolutelyoptimistic in his address.He cited

the eighty-five 'ladiesin Ireland' who werePLGs,the thirty rural district councillors

and four urban district councillors as examplesof the 'revolution in Ireland'

pertainingto the 'political positionof women.'This 'stride in the pathof progress',

notwithstanding,'he was forced to the belief that they would neverbe successfulin

theiragitationuntil thedayuniversalsuffragedawned.,214

The InternationalCongressin Berlin in 1904was notedin the annualreport

andin theminutesof the Irish Women'sSuffrageandLocal GovernmentAssociation

(IWSLGA) but no mentionwasmadeof Irish delegates.However,by thetime of the

InternationalCongressofWomen/899. voL 5: Womenin Politics. (London: leW, 1900),pp. 88-9.
210 AnnaHaslamwasat theconferenceasadelegate.(SeeMinute Book 14th Sept.1999; IWSLGA
Annual Report.1899.p.4),Thereis no othermentionofa Miss Haslandandtheconcernsexpressedby
this speakeraresimilar to the frequentreferencesmadeby Mrs. Haslamto electionof womenPLGs...
This misprint is followed by anothererrorin thedatingof theLocal GovernmentAct. A 'Mr. Hasland'
(almostcertainlyThomas)alsoaddressedtheconvention.
211 Aberdeen.ICW. 94.
212 DWSA. MinuteBoole. 14 Sept.1899.
213 Blackburn.Recordpp. 214-5.
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Berlin meetingan InternationalWomanSuffrageAlliance (IWSA) had beenformed

and was acknowledgedas a separateentity, which fact the IWSLGA minute book

noted with approval.21S Mrs. Haslamand Margaret,(now Lady, Dockrell) attended

the 1909 IWSA conferencein London. The Stockholmconferenceof 1911 and the

1913 conferencein Budapestwere also attendedby Margaret Dockrell as the

IWSLGA delegate.216 The ICW andIWSA succeededin providinga forum for women

for the exchangeof ideasand the sharingof experience.The IWSA was a 'central

bureaufor the collection,exchangeanddisseminationof informationconcerningthe

methodsof suffragework andthegeneralstatusof womenin the variouscountries.,217

It is difficult to ascertainthe overall impactof the ICW andthe IWSA. Commenting

on the 1899 London congressThe Timesexpressed'difficulty in apprehendingthe

what the objectsof this formidable organisationare or how it expectsto promote

them.' Beatrice Webb judged it 'not a failure but hardly a succesS.,21.Lady

Aberdeen'ssummingup of the ICW in 1925 suggeststhat it hadnot yet achievedits

aims. Shefelt that its successwasdependenton rousing 'the rank and file of women

allovertheworld to realisetheirpower,'anadmissionthatshedid not considerthat it

had succeededin doing so in the decadessinceits foundation.Shealsoconcededthat

thework washampered'eversinceits inception'by 'lackof funds.,219Nonetheless,as

the reportsof congressesshow, the leW, and its offshoot the IWSA. demonstrate,

that,at the very least, 'womencouldsuccessfullyorganisea large-scaleforum for the

public discussionof a wide rangeof current,oftencontroversial, topics.,220 The ICW

stroveto achieveconsensusandto providea forum for the exchangeof ideasand for

sharedexperiences.The membersbelievedthat 'theuniversemustbe a moral one.,221

The IWSA fulfilled the needof political activiststo haveanorganisationof their own

and provideda forum for the 'collection,exchangeanddisseminationof information

concerningthe methodsof suffragework and the general statusof women in the

214 Aberdeen.ICW. p. 61.
215 IWSLGA. MinuteBook.26 July 1904.
216 Ibid. 18 Sept.1913.
217 Hurwitz. 'InternationalSisterhood.'p. 334.
211 TheTimes.29 June1899;TheDiary ofBeatriceWebb.(Virago: London,1983),p. 162.Both items
cited in Rubenstein,BeforetheSuffragettes.p. 162,n. 65..
219 Aberdeen.We Twa. · vol. 2, p. 307.Thecostof travel to far flung conferenceswould havebeen
considerablewhich suggeststhatperhapsLady DockreIl, thewife ofa wealthy �b�u�s�i�n�e�s�s�m�~ fmanced
hervisits to StockholmandBudapest.
220 Rubenstein.BeforetheSuffragettes.p. 152.
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various countries.,222The participationof Anna Haslam in international meetings

wherewomenreadpapers,exchangedideasand dedicatedthemselvesto the causes

for which she worked all of her life, and the resultantforging of an international

'sisterhood',must havebeenhearteningand madeultimate victory seeminevitable.

Both organisationsleft a lasting idea of a global 'sisterhood'which ultimately

influencedthe Leagueof Nations 'not only on matterspertainingto women'srights

buton thevital issueofpeace.,m

AnnaHaslamwasalsoa prominentmemberof theNationalUnion of Women

Workersof GreatBritain andIreland(NUWW) which was not, asits namesuggestsa

tradeunionbut ratheranassociationofvoluntarywomenworkerswho wereinterested

in furthering the interestsof womengenerally. The organisationdatedfrom the mid

1870sandwasessentiallya 'FriendlySocietywith TradeUnion overtones.,224 It saw

itself as a body for disseminatinginformationto womenand for fosteringsympathy

and co-operationamong them. It also strove 'to promote the social and religious

welfare of womenin general.,22S Its founderswere involved with suffiage,and also

with the campaignagainstthe ContagiousDiseasesActs. JosephineButler was a

subscriberandMillicent Fawcettwasa trustee.The NUWW fostereda spirit of class

co-operation;it campaignedonworking conditionsofwomenandontheprovisionsof

the Factory Act. The associationlobbied against 'Protective,' (called by then

'restrictive'),legislationfor working women;suchlegislation,in effect, servedto take

jobs away from women and ensuredthat they received lower wages than men.

Membershipwas opento housewives,indicating perhaps,a recognitionof them as

'workers'; it is more than likely that suchwomenwere also engagedin voluntary

effort. The Association was 'marked by a strangemixture of feminism, trade

unionismandmiddle-classattitudes.,226

In 1899theNUWWOccasionalPaperincludedanarticleentitled'WhatIrish

Women are Doing.' This mentionedMrs. Haslam's'valuable leaflet' on the Irish

Local GovernmentAct of 1898 and also featuredher paper 'The Public Duties of

Irishwomen'given in the judge'sroom of DungannonCourthousein February1899.

222 Ibid p. 334.
m Ibid p. 328.
224 SandraStanleyHolton. SuffrageDays:Storiesfrom the Women'sSuffrageMovement.(London:
Routledge,1996), p.35.
22S NUWW:AnOccasionalPaper.Oct 1896.
226 Holton. SuffrageDays.p. 36.
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Her address'was exceedinglyinterestingand was listenedto with great attention.'

She had expressedgratitude to the Ulster members,T.W. Russell and William

Johnstonfor their 'zeal' in ensuringthe passageof the Local GovernmentAct. The

speech,which wasreportedat length,detailedthe progressof thewomen'smovement

mainly in educationand local government.227 Anna regularly travelledto Englandto

NUWW meetingswhich werevery well organisedaffairs. TheNUWW handbookfor

its 1896 Manchestermeeting included namesand addressesof hosts on whom

delegateswere billeted. Mrs. Haslamstayedwith the ReverendS.A. Steinthalof 81

NelsonSt.228 From 1897shewasa memberof the generalcommitteeofNUWW.229

The 1900DWSA reportdescribedtheNUWW asa non-sectarianorganisationwhich

'embodieswithin its membershipa largeproportionof the mostzealousphilanthropic

workersof the United Kingdom.' It commentedon its Brighton meetingin October

where many practical topics, including 'women as governmentofficials,' were

discussed.230 The IWSLGA report of 1907 stated that Mrs. Haslam had been

appointed as vice-presidentof the NUWW and had attended the Manchester

meeting.231 Women'sFranchisenoted that there was a demonstrationin favour of

women'ssuffragein the ManchesterFreeTrade Hall at the conclusionof NUWW

conference. The 'distinguishedplatform audience'was namedand included such

luminaries as Mrs. Fawcett, Mrs. Pethick Lawrence,Mrs. Bertrand Russell, Mrs.

WolstenholmeElmy and Mrs. Haslam.232 The report of 1915 rejoiced that the

IWSLGA had affiliated to the NUWW and that 'Mrs. Haslam,once again elected

Vice-Presidenthas long desiredto form a branch in Dublin' and this was now

effected.233 The introductionof theNUWW to Ireland,washowever,criticised in the

pagesof The Irish Citizen becauseit was British and not likely 'to unite womenof

every shadeof opinion' as its officers and committeewere 'womenof preciselythe

sameshadeof opinion.,234 Much of Mrs. Haslam'sindefatigablework for of the

emplOYmentofwomenwas consistentwith NUWW policy.

227 NUWW:An OccasionalPaper.No. 13 . Feb.1899. p.21
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In 1901Annawaspartofa delegationto theChiefSecretaryat Dublin Castle

which impressed'onhim theneedfor severalurgentrefonns'in thePoorLaw system.

Shestressedthe needfor the appointmentof Lady Inspectors.Mr. WYndham,it was

noted,wasmostencouraging,and'hasalwaysbeenanadvocateof women'ssuffrage'.

While he was 'highly complimentary'and in favour of the delegation'ssuggestions,

he madeno positivepromise.23S Sir HoracePlunkett'scontributionasan influential

friend of the causeof women'sadvancementwasacknowledgedin the 1901 report.236

As vice-presidentof the newly formed Departmentof Agriculture and Technical

Instruction,he recognised'theclaimsof qualified womento a equitablesharein the

remunerativeappointmentsat their [the department's]disposalin the mostexemplary

manner.' Technical schools were now in all industrial centres where 'Lady

instructorswill lectureuponsuchsubjectsasLaundry Work, Dressmaking,Cookery,

DomesticEconomyand Hygiene,Poultry Rearing.,237 Plunkettwas praisedagain in

the 1902reportfor his appointmentof a (presumablyfemale)Directorof Needlework

andinspectors.238

Suggestionsthat women be co-opted rather than elected as Poor Law

guardiansin order that they might be saved'the worry and turmoil of a popular

election' were rejected with vehemenceas an 'unwarrantableusurpationof the

prerogativesof ratepayerswho havethe right to elect womenor not' Womenwho

wereco-opted,it wasargued'would be no morethansubordinatenominees'of those

who appointedthem. Furthermore,womenthus appointedwould lack the necessary

clout to discharge their 'onerous duties' as they would not receive 'official

deference.'239Anna'shigh profile, herefforts to improvethe servicesavailableto the

poor were recognisedwhen shegaveevidenceto Vice-RegalCommissionon Irish

PoorLaw Reform. Shesaidthat shehadbeeninterestedin reform of the PoorLaw

for thirty years.Sherecountedthe superiorconditionsin Englishworkhouseswhich

shehadvisited. Shesuggestedthatmaleguardianswould be educatedby womento

look after things a little better, a remark which was greetedwith laughter. She

235 IWSLGA. AnnualReport.1901 pp. 8-9.
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recommendedthat children be boardedout in cottagehomesand that 'a numberof

women inspectorsshould be appointedfor Work-housesand wherevera second

doctor was appointedit ought to be a woman.,240 The recommendationsof Mrs.

Haslamandof womenguardianswho gaveevidence,seemenlightenedandhumane.

Theysuggestedthatworkhousesbeconvertedto district hospitals,theabolitionof the

pauperward, extensionof outdoorrelief, removalof children from the workhouse,

provisionof separateroomsor cottagesfor agedmarriedcouples,andtheprovisionof

cottagehospitalsanda district nursingservice.241

ThomasHaslam'sparticipationin suffrageagitationwason-goingif low-key.

As we have seenhe was to the fore in the 1870swhen he publishedhis feminist

Women'sAdvocateandwasa founding memberof the DWSA. He would apPearto

havebeensubduedin suffragetermsbetweentheearly 1880sand 1904. Althoughhe

attendedcommittee meetings,and proposedand secondedresolutions at public

meetingsarrangedby the committee,the magisterial voice is strangely silent. A

detailedsearchfor publishedworkswritten by him in the 1880sdrewa blank. There

is evidence that he regularly participated in the Saturdaynight sessionsin the

ContemporaryClub, a well-knowndebatingsociety. He wasa frequentspeakerat the

weekly meetings of the Dublin Friends' Institute 'where he read well-prepared

lectureson innumerablesubjectsandwasalwaysa welcomedanduseful speaker.,242

He travelledto Cork in 1881 to delivera lectureon 'Thepreventionof pauperism'to

the Cork Mutual ImprovementAssociation;his solutionwasto advocatea variety of

social insurance.'243 His majorenterpriseof this era,a bookof literary criticism, Good

Englishfor Beginnerswaspublishedin 1892.This wasa primer intendedto improve

the written Englishof the readerby providing a critical analysisof selectedpassages

from eminentwriters. The book would appearto havebeen very successfuland was

widely reviewed. It revealsHaslamasfamiliar with an impressivearrayof literature

andalsoasa competent,if idiOSYncratic,critic.244 TheIrish Times,in oneof themany

favourablereviews, said it was 'delightful reading.'Speakercalled it 'an excellent

240 FJ 27June1903.
241 IWSLGA. AnnualReport.1903.p. 6.
242 ProfessorC. H. Oldham.'ThomasJ. Haslam:1825-1917- Man andSocialReformer'FJ 3Feb.

1917.
243 RichardHarrison.'CorkMutual ImprovementAssociation(1859-1884)andits Antecedents'The
Journalo/theFriends'Historical Society, vol. 56,no. 4,1993.p. 281.
244 ThomasJ. Haslam.GoodEnglish/orBeginners(Dublin: Eason,1892). A passagefrom George
Eliot wascitedasanexampleofhow notto write!
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book ... admirablein arrangement,lucid in exposition,comprehensivein scoPe,and

everywherebearingmarksof judgement,tasteandcommonsense.'245 A noticeat the

endof thebookcalls thebook 'a labourof purelove on thepartof the author,andthe

productof ten years'careful preparation.'246 The labour involved in researchingand

writing Good Englishfor Beginnersmay well have been the reasonfor Thomas

Haslam'sreducedeffort on behalfof suffragein thisPeriod.

By the end of the nineteenthcentury, the Haslamshad beenengagedin the

causeof suffragefor over thirty years. The suffrageorganisationthey had founded

was in its twenty-fifth year. Much hadbeenachievedin legislation,the extensionof

the provisionsof the Married Women'sProPertyAct, the Repealof the CDAs, the

participationof womenin local government,the increasedavailability of educationto

women,the increaseof emplOYmentopportunities.The criticismlevelledagainstthe

nineteenth-centurysuffragemovement,with the Haslamsat its head,was that they

were conformist, ineffective and middle-class. But by their patient and decorous

methodsthey hadachievedreformswhich werecentralto the basiccauseof equality.

Ray Stracheythought it 'obviousto all the suffragists,that the educationmovement

andthepolitical movement ...wereall partof the samething.' Millicent Fawcett,too,

understoodthe importanceof thegradualreforms:

Women's suffrage will not come, when it does come as an isolated
phenomenon,it will come as a necessarycorollary of the other changes
which have beengradually and steadilymodifying during this century the
socialhistory of our country.It will be ... baseduponsocial,educationaland
economicchangeswhich have alreadytaken place ... The revolution has
beenquietly takingplace.247

The Haslamsworked within the existing power structuresbut in reality they were

challengingthe very fundamentaltenetthatpolitical life wastheprerogativeof a male

government. From her surviving speechesit is clear that Anna Haslamwas not a

passionateor inspiringspeaker.Sheappealedto thereasonof her listeners.Shewasa

resPectedfigure who in herperson, madenonsenseof the gibesof 'howling viragos'

or 'shrieking sisterhood'which were levelled at the women who wantedthe vote.

While sherationally arguedwomen'sright to the vote, helpedby the writings of her

245 Examplesfrom thetwenty-sevenreviewsfrom Irish andBritish publicationsincludedat theendof
Ibid n.p.
246 Ibid n.p.
247 Millicent Fawcett.NineteenthCentury.May 1886.Citedin Rover.Women'sSuffrage.p. 2.
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feminist theorist husband,she was also detenninedto demonstratethat, by their

responsibleactionsanddevotionto duty, theydeservedit.

In the early twentiethcentury,Thomasre-emergedaspamphleteerandpublic

speakeron behalfof votes for women. In 1904, and the years following, Thomas

addressedpublic meetingsin Dublin, Belfast, London,Cork and otherplaceson the

topic of women's suffiage. These addresseswere published in two 'widely

disseminated'pamphlets.248 His Women'sSuffragefrom a Masculine Standpoint

(1906) opensdisarmingly: 'A lady, whom I hold in very high regard, [presumably

Anna], hasaskedme to give you an addressfrom a masculinepoint of view, upon

women'ssuffrage.'He declareshimselfa 'woman-suffiagist'for over half a century

and creditsHerbertSpencerwith settlingthe questionfor him 'for onceand for ever

when[in 1851] heenunciatedthememorableprinciple: - 'Equity knowsno difference

of sex. The law of equalfreedommanifestlyappliesof the whole race,- female as

well asmale." In the fifty yearsof supportfor this principle he had 'nevermet with

one conclusiveargumentin contraventionof the equal political rights of the two

sexes.'249He nowrobustlyrebuttedthe 'separatesphere'argument,aboutwhich it has

beenarguedabove,hewas deliberatelyambivalentin The Women'sAdvocate:

There are many reputedadmirersof the 'fair sex'- that is their favourite
mannerof speaking,-who affect to believethat droppingtheir voting paper
... into the Parliamentaryballot-box ... would unsexthe poor innocents...
Women,beingphysicallymuchweakerthanmen, ... beingtaughtfrom their
cradles to considerthemselvesless important than men have .... been
treated as inferior beings; have been converted most frequently into
householddrudges... not infrequentlyinto drawing-roomplaythings,- ashas
be . ed . 250st SUit our convemence.

Men, he argues,do not want their wives 'to inter-meddlein public affairs ... Let them

remainat homelook after their housekeepingandtheir children,and leavepolitics to

thosewho canunderstandthem... [men] still look upontheir wives anddaughtersas

inferior beings,whoseduty and pleasureit should be to keep their proper place.'

241 Thomas1. Haslam.Women'sSuffragefrom a MasculineStandpoint.(Dublin: OrmondPrintingCo.
Ltd., 1906)andThe RightfulClaimsofWomen.(Dublin: OnnondPrintingCo. 1906) Therewere
earliereditionsalsoasthe IWSLGA AnnualReport1905statesthatHaslam'sWomen'sSuffragefrom
a MasculineStandpointhadbeen'widely disseminated.'Seventhousandcopiesin all weredistributed
thanksto 'thegenerosityof a subscriberwho desiresto withhold.her�n�a�m�~ from publication.'p. �1�~�.
Threethousandcopiesof TheRightfulClaimsofWomenwerepnnted.This addresshadbeendehvered
at 'severalmeetingin London.' IWSLGA AnnualReport1906.p. 13.
249 Haslam.Women'sSuffragep.3.

219



Haslamwas full of hopefor future 'political andsocial revolutions' in the twentieth

century, the most importantof which would be 'the instalmentof women in their

rightful positionin our socialandpolitical organisations.'In thechronicleof suffrage

achievements,heproudlycitedtheMill petitionsignedby 1,499'presumptuousladies

of whom my wife wasone.' Althoughhe spokeharshlyof his own sexhe conceded

that every 'single step in the processof women's enfranchisement'had 'been

instrumentallydueto theactionofchivalrousmen.' Theactionsof suchmenwasdue

'to a growing consciousnessof what is right.,2SI His appealwas addressedto two

sectionsof societyto 'comeforwardandactivelyco-operatein our movement.'These

were 'generous-heartedmen, consciousof the injusticesunderwhich womenhave

labouredin past generations women... of the refined and cultured classes'He

regardedthe lack of involvementof suchwomen,with noble exceptions,as a major

impedimentto the cause.If Mrs. Gladstoneand QueenVictoria 'had beencordial

supportersof our movement,- the Franchisemight have been included in Mr.

Gladstone'sRepresentationof the PeopleAct of 1884.' Wives and 'lady friends' of

legislatorswere in a position to influencetheir voteS.2S2 ThomasHaslamwas, like

Anna,anopponentof HomeRule; hesimultaneouslyacknowledged'sevencenturies

of misgovernment'andtheeffortsof Parliament'in the wearisometaskof removing

the grievances' of the Irish 'since the Legislative Union of the islands was

accomplished.,2S3

In The RightfulClaimsofWomen(1906)Haslam'spleais for ameliorationof

inequality in all spheresthat affect the lives of women. Despiterecentadvances,he

argued,womenwerestill not 'recognisedascapable,reasonablebeings,entitledto the

samerightsandprivilegesastheir husbandsandbrothers,'nordid they enjoyequality

of educationalopportunity.As workers'theyareseldomremuneratedasequitablyas

their male competitors; as wives and mothers ... they are legally subjectedto

dishonouring disabilities.'2S4Haslam wrote indignantly: 'To my mind there is

somethingdastardlyin first denying womentheir rightful measuresin the kind of

educationwhich would renderthemmorecapablein all the relationsof life, andthen

2SO Ibid pp. 8, 12.
25\ Ibid pp. 14-5.
252 Ibid pp. 22-3.
253 Ibid. p. 16.
2S4 ThomasJ. Haslam.The RightfulClaimso/Women.(Dublin: IWSLGA, 1906),p. 4.
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castingtheir inequality in their teeth.,255 Thosefew womenwho receiveduniversity

education,despite'most distinguishedcareersas students'were neverappointedas

'ProfessorsandTutorsandFellows,andSenators.'Womenwerejudgedsuitable'for

theserviledrudgeryof thenurseandthesage-femme' but until recentlyweredebarred

from becomingdoctors.Althoughnow alloweda legal educationanddegree,women

were 'still denied admissionto all remunerativepractice.,2S6Women who did not

marry were frequentlyuntrainedto makea decentliving. If qualified they were paid

lessthan menand 'accusedof taking the breadout of the mouthsof the menwhose

placesthey may appearto occupy.'Although they rarely wastedmoneyon drink or

tobacco,'nearly twice as many destitutewomenas destitutemen have to fall back

uponPauper-reliefin theirdecliningyears.,257

Themostfundamentalclaimofwomenwas for:

their rightful sharein themoral governmentof theworld ... thepredominant
sharein whateverespeciallyconcernsthemselvesand their children. For
thousandsof years... we, men haveexcludedwomenfrom any recognised
participationin theenactment,andadministrationof the laws,no matterhow
vital, or no matterhowfatal, thoselaws may havebeento themselvesand
thosedearestto them.258

Whenwomenallover the world obtained'their rightful political recognition'wars ...

would ... 'gradually,but inevitably,cometo anend.' If womenweregrantedthevote

they would use it to supportsocial and political reform.259 The superiorwisdom of

menwasa delusion,Haslamwasconvincedthat womenwere 'moreconscientious...

more alive to the senseof duty ... more self-sacrificing'and they would 'not much

longerconsentto so degradinga subserviency.'Many conscientiousmenshared his

conviction and were 'resolvedthat the presentinequitablesystemmust cometo an

end.,260

Haslamreturnedto the topic of immorality which he had frrst written about

thirty yearsearlier. Here,probablybecausethe pamphletwas the text of an address

deliveredin public, his languageis guardedandeuphemisticandhe doesnot usethe

word prostitutionbut refersto it asthe 'deadliestscourge.' Haslamjudgedthat the

25S Ibid p. 7.
2S6 Ibid p. 11-2.
257 Ibid. p. 13.
2SI Ibid pp 15-6.
2S9 Ibid. pp. 17, 18.
2110 Ibid p. 20.
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problemofprostitutioncouldbestbesolvedby 'thesuperiormorality of ourwomen.'

While womenwereallowedcontrol the educationof their daughters,'the sonshave

beenvirtually takenout of their handsfrom the earliestage.'261 Haslam'sconviction

of the moral superiorityof womenis presentin all of his writings. If this conviction

werepredicatedon theVictorian stereotypeof theasexuallady whosevery asexuality

grantedhermoral superiority,thenThomascleverlyexploitedthis stereotypein order

to testify to the incontrovertibleright of womento full legal and political equality.

Very clearly, however,he did not subscribeto the corollary of the stereotype-that

womenwere to be protectedfrom the entry to the public sphereas is shownby his

enthusiasticsupportofhis wife'spubliccampaigning.

The twentiethcentury,in Haslam'sopinionwas 'destinedto be immortalised

by theelevationofwomensomewhatnearerto their rightful place,asco-workerswith

men,uponthe footing of equalityfor the moral elevationof mankind.' Whenwomen

saythesethingsthey arecalledthe 'shriekingsisterhood.'Thusmenmustspeakout

ontheirbehalf,apointhehadmadethirty yearspreviouslyin The Women'sAdvocate.

Haslamendshis pamphletin apocalyptictoneswith a utopianvision of a future in

which womenhaveachievedtheremovalof their'disablingshackles.'

And greatachievementswill issuefrom them, both in the intellectual and
moral spheres,suchas the world has neverheretoforeseen.And the two
sexesno longerParalysedby enfeeblingmutual jealousieswill go onward,
handin hand,enactinglawsandestablishinginstitutions,which will havefor
their paramountobject,- not the mere temporarysatisfactionof our lower
impulses,-but themoralandphysicalregenerationof theworld.262

Thomasaccompaniedhis wife on her frequentvisits to Englandwherehe was feted,

asa suffragepioneer.On their visit to North Hackney,Londonin 1905a letter from

thesecretaryof the local suffragesocietycalledhim 'oneof theearliest championsof

the causeof Woman'sSuffrage... [whose]chivalrousefforts havenot ceasedfor 53

years.' Thewriter urgedattendanceatameetingatwhich theHaslamswereto speak:

It is an exceptionalhonour to receive pioneerswith such a magnificent
recordof unselfishwork behindthem, and the youngerwomenamongus
will cherishthe remembranceof that honour, long after the recognitionof
theprinciplesfor which theyhavestoodhavebeengranted.263



A local newspapergaveconsiderablecoverageto thevisit:

Themeetingwasexceptionallyfavouredin thepresenceandspeechesof two
of the pioneersof women'ssuffrage... Mr. Haslam,in an admirably lucid
and forceful speech,statedthat he had beena convincedclaimant for the
enfranchisementof womenfor 54 years,his conversionbeingdueto Herbert
Spencer'sethical axiom ... Mrs. Haslamfollowed with a charmingbright
speechmadeit almostimpossibleto believethat shehasbeenworking for
thepublic wealsince1845.264

In 1906,Mr. andMrs. Haslamaddressedfour drawingroom meetingsin Londonand

in the following year,theyspokeat suffragegatheringsin Llandudno.The headlinein

theLlandudnoAdvertiserannounced'Irish Suffragistsat Llandudno.,265 Thesevisits,

and the adulationthey received,must havevery gratifying to the couple. Thomas

appearsto have beenjudgedas equally important in suffrageterms as his wife, a

perceptiononedoesnot get in Ireland. Thomaswas 82 andAnna was78 in 1907. In

the light of the precariousstateof Thomas'shealthover forty yearspreviously, the

speechifying and travelling of his advancedyears seems almost miraculous.

Nonetheless,Thomasand Anna were to remain actively involved in the suffrage

campaignfor more than anotherdecade.The split in the movement,the turbulent

yearsof the militant campaign,the involvementof a new generationof impatient

young women, characterisedthe twentieth-centurysuffragecampaignwhich is the

subjectof thenextchapter.

Societyfor Women'sSuffrageundatedreferringto ameetingon 22 June1905which theHaslams
addressed.
264 HaclcneyandSto/ceNewingtonGazette.3July 1905.Cuttingin IHA 'Haslamscrapbook'.
26S IWSLGA Minute book 13 Sept.1906;6 Sept.1907.LlandudnoAdvertiser.15July 1907;
Women'sFranchise.no. 3.18July 1907.p. 35.
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Chapter6:

'Clear BrainsandAbleHands'/.,
Moderationin theAge ofMilitancy.

The first yearsof the twentieth century were markedby intensive suffrage

activity and a significant increasein membershipof the IWSLGA. Subscriptions

receivedincreasedfrom £34.18.6in 1898to £63.10.0in 1908.2 The failure in 1907,

to includeIrelandin the legislationfor the participationof womenin CountyCouncil

and Borough elections was a major causeof disappointment.In Septemberthe

Irishwomen'sSuffrage and Local GovernmentAssociationOWSLGA) noted that

Irish MPs hadbeenrequestedto seethat the 'Women'sCo. Council Bill' be extended

to Ireland.3 The exclusionwas referredto as 'iniquity' in the accountof IWSLGA

eventsin Woman'sFranchise.4 The associationhadnot waiteduntil after the eventto

campaignfor inclusionin the legislation. In April 1907a letterwassentto Campbell

Bannerman,the prime minister, pointing out that the proposedLocal Authorities

(Qualificationof Women)Bill mustbeextendedto the womenof Irelandas 'it would

be deplorableif througha fresh enfranchisingAct for England,they shouldagainbe

placedin a positionof inferiority by the arbitrarydenialof a right to which they are

morally entitled upon all constitutional grounds.,5 A circular was also sent to

IWSLGA membersaskingthemto write to all membersof parliamentin their town or

countyto exert influencein 'thepresentcrisis.' A handwrittenaddendumaskedthem

to write especiallyto theChiefSecretary.6 Again, in July a letterwassent'to all Irish

members'informing them that it was 'the confidenttrust' of the IWSLGA that the

recipientswould do all in their power to ensurethat the Bill, which had passedits

third readingin the Houseof Lords, would be 'extendedto the womenof Ireland.,7

Frank Sheehy Skeffington, writing on the exclusion of Irishwomen from the

I IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1914. p. 12. 'We rejoicethatMr andMrs. Haslamarestill with uswith
clearbrainsandablehandseverworking to furtherour interests.'
2 Ibid 1898, 1910.Theminimumsubscriptionwasoneshilling butsomesubscribersgavelarger

amounts.
3 IWSLGA MinuteBook.6 Sept.1907.
.. Women'sFranchise.No.7. 12 Sept.1907.pp. 116-7.
5 AH to CampbellBannerman.M.P.,PrimeMinister. April 1907.lHA Archive.
6 AH to membersof IWSLGA. 6th March 1907.IHA Archive.
7 IWSLGA 'to all Irish Mem.bers.'27 July 1907.lHA Archive.
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legislation,assertedthat:

Therewerecuriousrumoursat thetime which haveneverbeendenied,asto
the precise agency by which this exclusion was effected ... Sir Henry
CampbellBannermandeclaredin the Housethat he was willing to include
Irishwomenif therewasanydemand;andit wassaidthatsomeof thosewho
oughtto havebeenforemostin pressingtheclaimsof Irishwomenactedin a
contrarydirection.8

PresumablySheehySkeffingtonmeantIrish Membersof Parliament,ratherthan the

IWSLGA in his referenceto thosewho shouldhavepressedtheclaimsof Irishwomen.

His summedup: 'The generalmoral was plain. English women had secured the

privilegebecausetheyhadanactivemilitant Suffrageagitation;Irishwomenhadbeen

deniedit becausetheyhadnot.,9 His useof thewords'contrarydirection'suggestthat

therewerethosewho workedagainsttheextensionof the legislationto Ireland.In the

Commonshowever,no Irish membersspokeagainstit, but very few spokein favour.

Indeedtherewas scarcelyany participationby Irish membersin the debateson the

Qualificationof WomenBill. In the Commonsdebate,Hugh Law, the Irish Party

memberfor Donegal,askedwhetherstepswould betaken'to extendtheQualification

of Women(County andBoroughCouncils)Bill to Ireland... if not whetherit is the

intentionof the Governmentto introducelegislationof a similar characterin the case

of Ireland.'Mr. CampbellBannermanrepliedthat if therewas 'anygeneraldesireby

membersfor Irelandfor the extensionof this bill to that countryan opportunitywill

no doubtoccurto this effectwhile the bill is passingthroughthe House.'He stated

categoricallythat therewas 'no intentionof introducinga separatebill for Ireland.'10

Walter Long, the Conservativememberfor Dublin Southwas 'rathersurprisedthat

theBill did not extendto Ireland.'He pointedout thatlocal authoritiesin Irelandwere

the sameas in the United Kingdom. He expressedthe hopethat 'amendmentsmight

be proposedto extendwhateverprivileges the Housedecidedto grant to women

whetherthey weremembersof English,Irish, or Welsh local bodies.'II Walter Long

was an unlikely champion;he was featured in a seriesentitled 'ProminentAnti­

Suffragists,'on the front pageof theAnti-SuffragistReviewof June1911.
12

No one

• Votesfor Women.II Nov. 1910. p. 83. Cited in Murphy. Women'sSuffrageMovement.p. 30.
9 Ibid.
10 Hansard'sParliamentaryDebates.4* Series.vol. 189. I luI. 1907.columns.343-4.

II Ibid 12 Aug. 190.col.. 929.
12 Cited in ConstanceRover. Women'sSuffrageand PartyPolitics in Britain /866-/9/4.(London:

Routledge& KeganPaul,1967),p. 176.
22S



mentionedthe exclusionof Irelandat the committeestage,nor in the debatein the

Houseof Lords. If there were thosewho were active agentsin the exclusionof

Ireland,it wasdonebehindthe scenes.It seems,from the readingof the debates,to

havebeena sin of omissionwhich Campbell-Bannermanwas willing to put right if

pressed. Why did not the Irish supportersof suffragespeakout? The evidenceof

theirhavingbeenlobbiedhasbeencitedabove.WasSheehySkeffingtoncorrectin his

assertionthat the reasonlay in the lack of a militant suffragemovementin Ireland?

This seemsunlikely giventhatthe introductionof militancy to Ireland,resultednot in

increasedparliamentarysupportfor women'ssuffragefrom Irish MPs, but in the

defeatof the 1912ConciliationBill 'duein partto thewithdrawalof Irish Nationalist

support.'Twenty-six Liberal and Conservativememberswho had pledgedsupport

alsovotedagainstit. Theconstitutionalsuffragistsblamedmilitancy for this.13

Whenthefirst suffragebill passedits secondreadingin 1870by amajority of

33, thepioneersuffragistswerefull of happyanticipationof easyachievement'which

proved 'delusive.'14 Forty-eightyearswere to passbeforewomenwere grantedthe

vote. Why? Onepracticalreasonwasthedifficulty of introducingaprivatemembers'

bill, a proceduresubjectto numeroushazards.Suchbills couldeasilybestymiedand

neededthegovernment'stacit supportor, at thevery least,theabsenceof government

hostility. Privatebills hadtime allocatedto themby ballot at the beginningof each

parliamentarysession.In the eventof successin the ballot, it wasstill possible,and

indeedall too easy,for thepreviousbusinessontheagendato beprolongedsothatno

time remainedfor theprivatebill. If thebill werereachedontheorderofbusiness,the

debatecouldbeprolongeduntil the limited privatemember'stime expiredandthebill

was'talkedout.' In 1905,for example,'a secondreadingvictory was ... avertedby

Mr. Labouchere,who in orderto ward off a possiblesuffragesuccess,distinguished

himselfby speakingfor somehoursaboutthe lighting of vehicles.'IS Evenif the bill

successfullypassedthefrrst stage,it wasnotoriouslydifficult to find time for the later

stages,as it had to join the queueof other private members'bills. One way of

frustratinga bill wasto commit it to a committeeof the whole house,ratherthan a

standingcommittee;this meantthattime hadto be found on the floor of thehousefor

IJ HaroldSmith. The British Women'sSuffrageCampaign,1866-/928.(London:Longman,1998),

p.45.
14 Blackburn.Recordp. 67.
IS Straehey.Cause.p. 291.
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the committeestage,an eventall too easyto frustrate.However,despitethe frequent

frustration of unsuccessfulprivate members'bills, the suffiagist leadersencouraged

andsupportedthem,for they consideredthat they weretheonly courseopento them,

and that they always engenderedpublicity for the cause.16 A list of suffrage

legislationintroducedin parliamentis containedin Appendixno.1.

Constitutionalsuffragists'campaignswerealsofrustratedby thevicissitudesof

party politics. A fundamentaldifficulty was that the major partiesneitherofficially

supportednor opposedwomen'ssuffiage but allowed membersa 'free vote.' The

ConservativeParty's leadersseemedsupportive,but the rank and file were largely

antagonistic, while Liberal leadership, was on the whole hostile while its

parliamentarymemberswere favourable. Harold Smith, in his recent history of

suffrage,summarisestheParty political positionthus:

The majority of the MPs supportingwomen'ssuffragewere Liberals but
their party loyalty wasgreaterthantheir commitmentto women'ssuffrage.
Liberal Party leadersopposedreform, in part becausethey believed the
majority of women enfranchised would vote Conservative. While
ConservativePartyconferencesrepeatedlyendorsedwomen'ssuffrage,and
Conservativeleadersexpressedtheir supportfor it, they madeno attemptto
introducelegislation when in office, perhapsbecausethe vast majority of
ConservativeMPs opposedit This stalematemight havebeenovercomeif
public opinionhadbeenarousedin supportof reform but ...[suffrage] leaders
preferredsecretnegotiationswith parliamentarycliques.17

By the endof the nineteenthcenturythe futility of the strategyof introducingprivate

members'bill wascausingfrustrationwithin the moreradicalsectionsof the suffrage

movementwhich resultedeventuallyin the militant suffiagecampaign.. The rootsof

the radical,andeventuallymilitant suffragesociety,the Women'sSocialandPolitical

Union (WSPU), were in the 'campaignsamong the textile workers promoted by

EstherRoperandthe ManchesterSociety'andalsoin the radicalWomen'sFranchise

League(WFL) which, in the 1890s, 'developednew sourcesof suffrage support

amongorganisedworking women.'The WFL alsoprovidedEmmelinePankhurst,the

militant leaderof theWSPU,with her 'apprenticeship'asa suffrageleader.18

16 Rover. Women'sSuffrage.p. 190.
17 Smith. British Women'sSuffrag. p. 10.
II SandraStanleyHolton. SuffrageDays:Storiesfrom the Women'sSuffrageMovement.(London:
Routledge,1996),pp. 106-7The WFL wasfoundedby ElizabethWolstenholmeElmy, correspondent
of the Haslams,in 1889and'becamethevoice' of radicalsuffrage. WFL tried to link with working
classwomenandwith the Labourmovement.Theyarguedthatwomen'slabour,whetherpaidor
unpaid,entitledthemto full citizenship.(SeeSmithBritish Women'sSuffrage.pp 12-13).
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In her recent work SandraHolton stressesthat we should think of the

continuities between the nineteenthcentury campaign and the militancy of the

twentiethcentury; militancy evolvedfrom the earliercampaign. David Rubenstein,

too, arguesthat therewascontinuity betweenthe nineteenthcenturyand the militant

movements. He cites evidenceof increasedsupport for women'ssuffrage in the

1890s demonstratedespeciallyin the 'Appeal from Women of all Partiesand all

Classes'a petition which succeededin collecting nearly a quarter of a million

signaturesin 1894. Among those who signed were working-classwomen, 'many

women eminent in the professionsand arts, and most of the leading women

educationalistsof the day.'19 Mrs Haslam ran a countrywide campaignto obtain

signatures,including letters to 20 newspapers.5,753 nameshad been sent from

Ireland, the IWSLGA having mounted a campaign to obtain signatures.2o The

widening of the social baseof the movementto include working-classwomen, the

growth of disillusionment with their parliamentary 'friends', the increasedself­

confidenceof women resulting from educationalopportunity and a quarter of a

centuryof campaigningin the public sphere,all combinedin the evolution of the

militant movementin Britain. The foundersof the WSPUwerealso involved in the

IndependentLabour Party (ILP), indeedthe WSPU wasoriginally conceivedas a

ginger group within it. Women within the ILP were disappointedto discoverthat

party 'support for women'sfranchise was not by any meansuniversal.,21 Recent

research has also shown, that the militant movement did not supersedethe

constitutional,non-militantmovement,nor wasthat movementmoribund.In fact, by

1910,the constitutionalNationalUnion of Women'sSuffrageSocieties(NUWSS)of

which AnnaHaslamwasa vice-president,'wasa muchstrongerorganization... than it

hadbeenin 1900.,22 The non-militantsandmilitants both believedin the equalityof

womenbut themilitant womendeliberatelysoughtto 'underminegenderboundaries.'

They insistedthat they did not want the vote 'to be given to women;they would be

empoweredonly if theyforcedthegovernmentto concedeit. ,23 Theyobjectedto what

they perceivedas the 'lady-like behaviour'of the older suffrageassociation. They

railed againstwomen 'tamely' acceptingtheir position, and 'denouncedthe false

19 Rubenstein.BeforetheSuffragettes.p. 147.
20 IWSLGA. MinuteBook.24 Oct. 1893;1May 1894;100et.1894.
21 Holton. SuffrageDays. p. 108.
22 Smith.British Women.p.IS. Seealso RubensteinBeforetheSuffragettesandHolton. SuffrageDays.
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dignity earnedby submissionandextolledthetruedignity accordedby revolt.,24

The Women'sSocialandPolitical Union (WSPU)was foundedin Manchester

in 1903 by EmmelinePankhurstand had the motto 'Deeds,not words.' Thoughnot

originally a militant organisation"deeds"sooncameto meanmilitant methods.,2S In

1905, Mrs. Pankhurstlistened,from behindthe grille in the Ladies'Cage,as Henry

Labouchere'sverbosity ensured the sudden death of yet another suffrage bill's

chances.Sheleft the Houseandimmediatelyorganisedan impromptumeetingwhich

includedmembersof theneophyteWSPU. Shedatedtheonsetof militancy from this

protest. Shortly afterwardsher daughterChristabeland a companionwere ejected

from a meetingwhenthey challengedSir EdwardGrey on votesfor women.Outside

Christabelcommitteda 'technicalassaulton a policeman'which resultedin the arrest

and eventual imprisonmentof the two women, when they refusedto pay the fine

incurred.26 She correctly anticipatedthat this ploy would bring pressattentionand

'attract new membersto the WSPU.'27 The associationhad a powerful appeal to

young women; it encouragedthem to throw off restrictionsimposedupon them by

stereotypedgenderroles. MargaretHaig, a suffragette,vividly conveysthe appealof

the WSPUto youngwomen:

for me, and for manyyoungwomenlike me, militant suffragewas the very
saltof life. Theknowledgeof it hadcomelike a draughtof freshair into our
padded,stifled lives. It gave us releaseof energy... hopeof freedom and
powerandopportunity.It gaveus scopeat last, and it gaveus what normal
healthyyouthcraves- adventureandexcitement.28

Theyoungwomenattractedto the WSPUsatisfiedthecriteriawhich typified 'thenew

woman.' The term, invented by the novelist SarahGrand, was a journalistic and

literary construct beloved of newspapereditors who used it to great effect in

caricatures.29 The 'newwoman'howeverhada basisin reality. Shewas a productof

the increasededucationaland employmentopportunitiescreatedby the first wave

feminist movement,andavailedof by the generationwho cameafter them.The term

was not a synonymfor feminist but the 'new woman' was likely to hold feminist

23 Ibid. p.29.
24 EmmelinePethick-Lawrence.My Part in aChangingWorld (1938),cited in ibid p.92.

�~ Smith.British Women.p. 29.
26 Holton. SuffrageDays.p.11O.
27 Smith.British Women.p. 29.
21 MargaretHaig. This was my World. (1933),cited in ibid p. 91.
29 SarahGrandfIrst usedthetennin hernovel TheHeavenlyTwins(1893);howevershe'claimedto
haveinventedthe term in anarticleshewrotefor The NorthAmericanReviewin 1894.'
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views.Lucy Blanddefinesheras:

a middle-classor upper middle-classyoung woman, concernedto reject
many of the conventionsof femininity and to live and work on free and
equal tennswith the oppositesex. She was given to reading 'advanced'
literature, smoking cigarettes and travelling unchaperoned,often on a
bicycle.Herhallmarkwaspersonalfreedom.30

Militants were known as suffragettes,a word coined by the Daily Mail journalist,

CharlesE. Hands in January1906, 'to identify the supportersof the recentlyfonned

... WSPUand their moreaggressivefonn of campaigning.It wassubsequentlytaken

up by the militants to distinguishthemselvesfrom the suffragists.,31 'Suffragist'was

in common currency for some years before the start of the women's suffrage

campaign.The Oxford EnglishDictionary definesit as 'anadvocateof the extension

of the political franchise' often used with a prefixed word such as 'woman's'or

'universal'or 'complete'.It datedits usein relationto womenfrom 1885.

The obstructive tactics of Parnell in parliament would appear to have

impressedthe foundersof the WSPU. Emmeline Pankhurstbelievedthat Parnell's

policy wasabsolutelyright:

With his small party he could neverhopeto win homerule from a hostile
majority, but by constant obstruction he could in time wear out the
government,and force its surrender.That wasa valuableobject lesson,one
thatyearslaterI wasdestinedto put into practice.32

TeresaBillington-Grieg33 alsoemphasisedthe influenceof Parnellon the thinking of

suffragetteleadership:

Parnell believed in angering and shocking the enemy; so does Miss
Pankhurst ... It is saidthat Parnellwasunscrupulousin his methods,that he
lookedonly at the end,caring little how he got there.This is anoutstanding
characteristicof thepresentmilitant movement.34

Initially the suffragettesdevelopedthe techniqueof beinga nuisance; they undertook

sit-ins on the stepsof no. 10 Downing S1., they heckledfrom the Lady'sCagein the

30 Lucy Bland.BanishingtheBeast:EnglishFeminismandSexualMorality 1885-1914.
(London:Penguin,1995),p.I44.
3) Holton.SuffrageDays. p. 253.n.3. Seealsoentry in OED.
32 EmmelinePankhurst.My OwnStory. (London:EveleighNash,1914),p. 18.
II TeresaBillington-Grieg(1877-1964),wasoneof thefIrst WPSUorganisersandauthorof suffrage
works includingahistoryof themilitant movementcitedbelow.
34 TeresaBillington-Grieg. TheMilitant SuffrageMovement.(London:Palmer,1911),p. 200.
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Commons,they held vociferousprotestsin public.3s The WSPU attractedincreasing

public attention from 1906 onwardsand, in Ireland, youngersuffragistssought to

emulateit. HannaSheehySkeffingtonwrote that the militant movement'stirred a

responsivechord in someIrish feminist breasts... stimulatedby English revolt, a

groupofusgot togetherandplannedanIrish 'SufI' group.,36

Hanna Sheehy Skeffmgton, (1877-1946), opened her autobiographical

'Reminiscencesof an Irish Suffragette'with an acknowledgementof Anna Haslam's

leadershipof the Irish suffragemovement:

Anna Maria Haslam,a Quakerrebel,oneof the mostconsistentandardent
feminists I haveknown, of the old school, the New Woman3

? one, led the
movementfor Women'ssuffrage,ably assistedby her husbandThomas,a
libertarian in many fields ... I first becameaware of Mrs. Haslam, (or,
rather,sheof me) throughEstherRoper(Eva Gore Booth's lifelong friend)
whenthe latterwasorganisingwomengraduatesin Manchesterby meansof
a giganticPetitionto theHouse.38

Her inclusionof Anna in the ranks of 'newwomen' is surprising.It would seemthat

Hannaherselfwas a more suitablecandidatefor that appellationaccordingto the

definition of the term discussedabove.While Anna HaslamWldoubtedly lived and

worked 'on free andequaltermswith oppositesex' it is doubtful that shesmokedor

travelled... on a bicycle.' Hannawould appearto haveused the tennto meansimply

'nineteenthcentury feminist' which coupledwith her use of 'rebel' suggeststhat,

despite her ultimate disillusionmentwith the staid methodologyof Haslam, she

recognisedthe radical natureof Haslam'soriginal campaign.The consigningof the

olderwomanto the 'old school'suggeststhatherdaywasdone.

Anna Haslamwas almost fifty yearsolder than HannaSheehySkeffington

andthe womencarnefrom differentbackgrounds.39 Anna wasa Quakerwith unionist

loyaltieswhile Hannawas a RomanCatholicborninto a prominentnationalistfamily;

herfather,a nationalistMP, wasa supporterof fenianismandhadbeenimprisonedfor

his part in the Land War in the 1880s.Hannahadattendedthe Royal University in

Dublin whereshe 'achievedthe distinctionof an MA with first classhonoursanda

35 SeeStrachey.Cause,pp. 310-1;Rover. Women'sSujfrage.pp. SO-I.
J6 HannaSheehySkeffmgton.'Reminiscences'.p. 12.
3? Seenote29 above.
JI Ibid
39 AlthOUgh coincidentally,prior to his becominganMP, David Sheehy,like Anna'sfather,Abraham
Fisher,wasamiller.
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special prize of £25.'40 She was a member of the new self-confident Catholic

bourgeoisie.HerbiographerMargaretWard,suggeststhatHanna'smothersawherself

as 'presidingover the birth of a newruling class- thosewho would run the country

when Home Rule was won.,41 The two women,however,had much in common.

Obviously both were feminist andworkedtirelesslyfor the causeof suffrage.Their

husbandswere feminist theorists who edited suffiage journals. Each woman,

untypically for theerasin which they lived, supportedherselfandherhusband.Both

AnnaandHannafoundedandled suffiageorganisations.Their acquaintance,through

the Roperpetition, introducedHannato suffrageactivismand ultimately resultedin

the formationof the first militant suffiagesocietyin Ireland.ThusAnnaHaslamwas

responsiblefor the recruitmentof young educatedIrishwomen who had already

benefitedfrom herendeavours.MargaretWard haswritten that the Haslams' group

was 'animportantfirst for manyyoungmilitants. It servedan invaluablefunction in

providing a forum where like-mindedpeoplecould meet.,42 The letter from Anna

requestingHannato becomeinvolvedin thesuffrage movementsurvives:

It is exceedinglyimportantthatwe shouldhaveasmanyeducatedwomenas
possibleamongstour publishedlist of supporters.Your name has been
forwardedto meby Miss RoperBA, Manchesterasoneof thosewho signed
theWomenGraduates'Petitionin March.43

EstherRoper,graduateof ManchesterUniversity,wassecretaryof theLancashireand

CheshireWomen'sSuffrageSociety.Shesought'to win the supportof working-class

womenthroughlocal socialistandLabourmovementorganisations,mostespecially

the Women'sCooperativeGuild andbranchesof the textile workers'union.,44There

are referencesto the LancashireTextile Workers' Union with which she was

associatedin the IWSLGA archiveand it was notedin the 1902report that 38,000

signaturesin favour of women'ssuffragehadbeenobtainedfrom thoseemployedin

textiles.4S Togetherwith Eva Gore-Booth,Roper is credited withobtaining 67,000

signaturesin all from workersin the textile trades.46 The IWSLGA wasenviousof

the widening of the movement'sappealin England; its 1903 report speaksrather

40 Ward. HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 15.
41 Ibid p. 7.
42 Ward. HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 15.
43 Cited in Ibid p. 23.
44 Holton. SuffrageDays. p. 99.
45 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1902. p. 4.
46 RogerFulford. Votes/orWomen:The Storyola Struggle.(London:Faber,1957),p.l04.
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wistfully of the hugeworking classsupportfor the causeof women'ssuffragethere

andconcludesthat supportfrom sucha sourcewas 'unimaginable' inIreland 'except

perhapsin Belfast'.47 ThomasHaslam, in a newspaperinterview, statedthat the

movementwasno longeran upperandmiddleclassonebut that in England'artisans

and working classeshavetakenthe matterin handandurgedit forward with all the

powerat their command.,48

Roperobviouslyusedthenamesofgraduatewomenobtainedin thepetitionas

a recruitmentsource,with Irish leadsefficiently followed up by Anna Haslamwho, in

fact, wrote to fifty-four Irish graduatesin 1902.49 The higher educationof women

was, of course,a causedearto Haslam,as evidencedby her committeework in the

causeof education.She was a founder memberof the awkwardly namedCentral

Associationof Irish Schoolmistressesand Others Ladies Interestedin Education

(CAISM). This associationwas formed in 1882with the objectivesof furthering the

causeof higher educationfor women and of keeping a watching brief on " the

interestsof girls especially with regard to IntermediateEducationand the Royal

University.,,50The 1922 annualreportof the CAISM statedthat the associationwas

founded at Anna's initiative, and, at the very first meeting,she had read a paper

describingher aims as the promotionof the higher educationand the protectionof

girl's interestsin the IntermediateCertificate,aimswhich wereadoptedasthe central

tenetsof the association.'Sincethat time until herdeath,Mrs. Haslamwasa member

of the ExecutiveCommitteeand in spite of many public activities she was always

keenly interestedin the work of the Associationand rarely failed to attend the

Committeemeetings.,SI The minute book, availablefrom 1889,confmnsthat Anna

was, indeed, a regularattenderat meetingsandhadmuchto contributebut wasnot a

leader of the movement.S2 The committeewas particularly active in pursuing the

objective of entry of women to degreecoursesin Trinity College. Membersalso

campaignedvigorouslyfor equalitywithin the Intermediatesystem.

Anna Haslam was particularly interested in standardsof teaching and

47 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1903.p. 10.
... TheIrish Independent.7 April 1906.p. 7.
49 IWSLGA MinuteBook. 25 Sept. 1902.
so First Reportofthe AssociationofIrish SchoolmistressesandOtherLadiesInterestedin Education.
(Dublin Webb, 1883).
51 Typescriptof AISM 1922report.TCD. 972211-47.
52 MinuteBookoftheCommitteeofAISMCommenced19lh Feb. 1889.TeO 9722/1-47. Annual
reportsdatefrom 1882.
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repeatedlybroachedthe questionof statutoryregistrationof teachersin Ireland. She

wishedinspectorsto havehadteachingexperienceandalsosuggestedtheappointment

ofwomeninspectors.s3 AlthoughtheCAISM was 'limited to theProtestantsectionof

thecommunity'of necessity,as'ladieswho conducttheeducationof RomanCatholic

girls' were 'debarredfrom taking part in public actionby their religiousprofession',

the minutebook revealscorrespondenceandcooperationbetweenthe committeeand

nunsof teachingorders.S4 The CAISM arguedthat women,whetherthey choosethe

'social,philanthropic,political, professionalor industriallife; or whethertheyexercise

the narrowerbut closerinfluenceof homelife' needed'thoroughmentaltraining and

high moral and intellectual culture.'ss Anna and Thomas Haslam, educated

themselves,weredeeplycommittedto thecauseof education,a commitmentthatwas

recognisedandacknowledged:

It is impossible to name an educationalmovement in Dublin that the
Haslamsdid not help forward. The founding of AlexandraCollegein 1866;
theopeningof medicaldegreesto womenin the Irish Collegeof Physicians
and Surgeons; the inclusion of girls' schools in the benefits of the
IntermediarySystem;thegrantingofUniversitydegreesto girls in the Royal
University of Ireland; the completeopeningbothof teachingandof degrees
to them in Trinity College,much useful work in the Associationof Irish
Schoolmistresses,were sectionsof the educationalvineyard in which they
bore the burden and heat of the day. They stimulated the demand for
educationandhelpedto supplyit.S6

Anna was very anxiousto attractwomengraduatesto the causeof suffrage.

Keento exploit thepublicity valueof recruits,who representedthecremede la creme

of female intellectual life, shewaspunctiliousalwaysto includedetailsof members'

degreesin suffragecommitteeand subscriptionlists. The presenceof HannaSheehy

Skeffington at a meeting of the Irishwomen's Suffrage and Local Government

Association(lWSLGA) committeewasfirst notedin theminutesof the24 September

1903.Shewaspresentagainon the 22 Octoberof the sameyearandsoonshewasa

53 Ibid 3rd Jan.1999; 911I May 1906; 1811I Dec' 1908.
54 Alice Oldham.A Sketchofthe WorkoftheAssociationofIrish SchoolmistressesandotherLadies
interestedin Educationfrom its Foundationin 1882to theyear 1890. (Readat the annualmeeting25

th

Nov. 1890andincludedin the 1890reportof the association),pp. 22-3. For examplesof
communicationbetweennunsandthe committeeseeAISM. MinuteBook 27 Jan.1906:Letter from
Rev. MotherMary Patrickreceivedvia Mrs. Byers"calling attentionto the necessityof at oncetaking
stepsto lay the claimsof the University teachingofwomenbeforetheGovernmentin view of the
possibleapproachinglegislationin Irish Universityeducation."On 22Apr. 1901 a letterwasreceived
from Loreto Abbey regardingstudentswho hadpassedFirstArts takingteachers'diplomas.
55 Oldham.Sketch.pp. 23-24.
56 C.S. Bremner.ThomasJ. Haslam.Scrapbookin DFHL.
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regular attenderat meetings.S7 In February 1905 Anna and Hanna combined to

addresstheNursingAssociation,a meetingwhich wasattendedby ninetypeople,five

of whom joined the suffrageassociation.sa Although, by no meansthe first woman

graduateto join the IWSLGA, HannaSheehySkeffington'srecruitmentto the cause

signals the start of Irishwomen graduates' activism. Increased educational

opportunitiesfor youngwomenled inevitably to articulatevoicesdemandingrefonn.

The Irish Associationof Women Graduates(IA WG) was founded in March 1902.

Alice OldhamandMary Hayden,presidentandvice-presidentrespectively,wereboth

membersof the IWSLGA. The 1903 reportcreditedthe associationof WomenPoor

Law Guardiansasthe catalystfor the increaseof membersand subscriptionsbut the

increasedavailability of highereducationfor womenandthe fonnationof the IA WG

must surely have been a factor. Hanna SheehySkeffington'smembershipof the

associationis contemporaneouswith a noticeableincreasein subscriberswhosenames

arefollowed by the distinguishinglettersof their educationalqualifications. Despite

the poor responseto a graduaterecruitingdrive in 1902,whenit wasnotedthat only

five of the fifty-four Irish womengraduateswritten to hadjoined the association,a

few monthslater, Mrs. Haslam,proudly recordedthat, amongtheir subscribers,were

twenty-oneuniversitygraduatesandelevenmedicalpractitioners.S9

Hanna'shusbandFrancis,a committedfeminist, addresseda MansionHouse

meetingof theAssociationon the 14 January1904at which theprincipal speakerwas

ThomasHaslamwho deliveredhis Women'sSuffragefrom a MasculineStandpoint

address.60 Thereweremarkedsimilaritiesbetweenthetwo men.Both, obviouslywere

feminists. Thomas,the seniorby nearly fifty years,was influencedby John Stuart

Mill; SheehySkeffington'sfirst feminist paperwas 'The Progressof Women'which

introduced Hanna to the feminist writings of Mill. 61 Both men were initially

employedas teachers,Thomasin Ackworth and Francis in S1. Kieran's College,

Kilkenny. Thomasleft teachingfor the businessworld from which he retired for

reasonsof ill-health. Francisbecameregistrarof University College Dublin from

57 SeeIWSLGA MinuteBookfor 24 Sept.and22 Oct. 1903andthereafter.
sa Ibid 24 February1905.
59 Ibid. 25 Sept.1902;22 Jan.1903.
60 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1903. MargaretWard incorrectlystatesthatthis meetingtook placein
January 1903 in herbiographyof HSS.It wasincludedin the 1903report,which probablyaccounts
for theerror.Themeetingis alsoreferredto in theMinute Book for 4 Jan.and5 Feb. 1904.
61 Ward.HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 20-1.SeealsoHannaSheehySkeffmgton.'Reminiscences'.
p. 12
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which he resignedon being censuredfor challengingcollegepolicy on equality of

treatmentfor women.62 ThereafterFrancismadea precariousliving from journalism

andeventuallywaseditorof the Irish Citizen. Hanna'searningsfrom teachingwere

the SheehySkeffington'smain sourceof income just as the Haslamshad been

dependenton Anna's stationery business. Both men were members of the

ContemporaryClub, a notabledebatingsociety,whereThomas'oftentook a vigorous

part in the SaturdayNight Talks.,63 • Frank,havingreached'an intellectualdecision'

became'a vehementlycommittedatheist.' His son called his parents'convinced

rationalistsandhumanists.,64 Thereis evidenceto suggestthatHaslamtoo hadabjured

religion. While themurderof Francisby British forcesin 1916,alteredthecourseof

HannaSheehySkeffington'slife, hermarriedlife bearsstriking similaritieswith that

ofAnnaHaslam.

Havingjoined the IWSLGA, Hannawasalso successfulin recruiting family

membersassubscribers.Wardwrites:

Mrs. SheehySkeffington,amemberof thecommittee,wasbusilyengagedin
recruiting as many of her family as could be prevailedupon to join. Her
threesisterspaid their shilling subscriptionsthat year [1903] andwould do
so for the next threeyears.[Her brother] Dick Sheehy'snameappearedon
the subscriptionlist for two yearsand, for 1904, the 'Rev. E. Sheehy6.5 of
CountyLimerick' contributedagenerousfive shilling subscription.66

From the correspondencesurviving, Anna appearsto have made many

demandson thebusyyoungerwoman.ShealwaysaddressedherasMrs. Skeffington,

ratherthanusethe SheehySkeffingtonadoptedby HannaandherhusbandFrancison

their marriage,in 1903,asa SYmbolof their equality.Yearslater, in a letter to Marie

Stopes,who retainedhermaidennameon marriage,Annawrote: 'I alwayswishedto

havemy husband'snameandwasproudof it.' Althoughthe Haslams'marriagewas

nota 'traditional'onein manyways,(theircommitmentto equality,their involvement

in reform causes,their marriageceremonyin a registry office, Thomas'sfinancial

dependenceon Anna all bear testimony to this) in this respectshe was deeply

conventional.AnnaknewMarie Stopes'smotherandwasthereforeawarethatStopes

62 Ibid pp. 21, 33.
6) Ibid p.37; FJ 31'1I Feb. 1917.
64 Ward.HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 40. . .
65 FatherEugeneSheehy,Hanna'suncle,wasamajorinfluenceon her. He wasprommentmtheLand
Leagueandwasimprisonedin Kilmainhamduringthefirst phaseof theLandWar.
66 Ward.HannaSheehySkeffington.pp. 23-4.SeealsolWSLGA AnnualReports.1903-1906.
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wasnot usingherhusband'sname.Shewroteof her idealof marriageto Stopes:'The

completeunion of the husband& wife in everything wasalwaysour aim, therewas

no mine& thine it wasalwaysours.We hadno separatepurse.'67

Among the correspondencebetween Anna Haslam and Hanna Sheehy

Skeffington, there is a requestfor Hannato 'kindly say a few words for us' at a

proposedmeeting'asyou did sonicely on Saturday.,68 Again, Anna askedherto help

getcopiesofMr. Haslam'saddresson to the tablesof Rathminesnewsrooms'andalso

distributedin St. Mary'sCollegeor whereyou teach.'Onewondersif Hannaresented

the rather peremptorytone used by the writer who always signed herself A.M.

Haslam: 'I will give you asmanyasyou canmanageto put out usefully.' Obviously

Hannawas expectedto collect the pamphlets:'I expectto be homethis eveningor

FridayandSaturdayti1l8pm.'69A postscriptto a noteasksbaldly: 'Haveyou seenthe

SanitaryInspectors?' In December1904,anothernote with underlinedemphasisis

dispatched:'You saidtoday,somewerethinking ofjoining us. Couldyou get themto

do so nextweekor weekafterXmas... Couldyou seeMiss Quigley BA Blackrock.'70

On the sad occasionof the deathof Miss Alice Oldham BA, Hannawas offered

transportto the funeral: 'Mr. Oldhamis sendinga carriagein the morning. If you and

Mr. Skeffingtonwould careto be hereshamat 8.30 we shall be glad to haveyou.'

Disarmingly the postscriptadds'A's untimely deathis an exceedinggrief to us.' As

thoughthe underlinedadmonitionto be on time wasnot enough,'TJH' addedtersely

'Couldyou sayon postcardif we mayexpectyou. Theoneword yeswould suffice.'7.

The fussy instructionsperhapsare indicative of the advancedage of the Haslams,

usuallybeliedby their active lives. Perhapsthe gesturealsorevealsthe regardAnna

felt for the younger woman; one would be careful, after all, of one's choice of

companionsat the funeral of a friend who has died without warning. This regardis

also demonstratedin someshort notesfrom Anna in which Hannais invited to call

andseethe Haslams:'It is a long time sincewe sawyou - supposeyou aretoo busy­

we expectto be at homeon Friday. and Saturdayevening.Any hopeof seeingyou

67 AH to Marie Stopesdated18 Oct. 1918.CMAC. A ms.noteon thedeathcertificateofThomas
statesthattheircurrentanddepositaccountswere'in joint namesof ThomasandAnnaMaria Haslam.'
DFHL.
61 AH to HSS.29 Feb.1904. SheehySkeffingtonPapers.UneataloguedboxA.File 22. xix.
69 AH to HSS.2 Dec. 1904.Ibid .
'70 AH to HSS. 17 Jan.1904.Ibid
71 AH to HSS.n.d. [1907]. Ibid.
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then.'72And: 'We weresorry to hearyou were ill - trustearnestlyyou are improving

eachday. I hadhOPedto havecalledup to seeyou but wasprevented.,73 An instance

of the warmth of the relationshipbetweenthe women is given in Hanna'ssuffrage

memoir. When prisonersin Mountjoy, the suffragetteswere allowed daily visits.

Many supporterscameto seeHannaincluding CountessMarkievicz and Fr. Eugene

Sheehy.

Mrs Haslamcamewith a difference.'Don't think I approve- but here'sa pot
of verbenaI broughtyou. I am not herein my official capacity,of course­
the Irish Women Suffrageand Local GovernmentAssociation strongly
disapproveof violenceaspulling backthecause.But here'ssomeloganberry
jam - I madeit myself.' This well summedup the attitudeof many of our
visitors. I appreciatedandunderstood.74

Writers on suffragein Irelandall recordthe formation of the Irish Women's

FranchiseLeague(IWFL) in 1908asaneventof real significance,which of courseit

was. This association,was 'avowedly militant,' but was dedicated,as was the

IWSLGA, to the grantingof the parliamentaryfranchiseto womenon the samebasis

as to men.7S Its founders,HannaSheehySkeffingtonandMargaret(Gretta)Cousins,

influenced by the Women'sSocial and Political Union (WSPU) in England and

'impatientwith the IWSLGA,' resolvedto 'follow the lead of the WSPU by using

militancy asa weaponif it shouldprovenecessary.'TheIWFL however,would not be

simply an 'Irish branchof thatorganisation,'but would be independentas 'theywere

Perfectly comPetentto lead themselves.,76 Gretta Cousins,medium, Theosophist,

committedvegetarian,graduate,has left an accountof her life in an autobiography

jointly written with her husband,JamesCousins.77 She, too,had beenan active

member of the IWSLGA and held a drawing-room meeting in her house in

Sandymountin January 1907 'presidedover by Lady Dockrell, with Anna and

ThomasHaslamas speakers.,,. Her husband,JamesCousins,was also a committed

feminist who wrote poemswith a feminist themepublishedin Votesfor Women,the

organof WSPU.. His visit to a committeemeetingin 1907is notedin the IWSLGA

72 AH to HSS. 25 Oct. 1904.
73 AH to HSS. 27 Apr. 1906.
74 SheehySkeffington.'Reminiscences'.pp.20-21.
75 Owens.SmashingTimes.p. 42.
76 Ward. HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 47
77 JamesandMargaretCousins.WeTwo Together.(Madras: Ganesh,1950).
71 Ward. HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 46.
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minutes.79 We areindebtedto Grettafor apenpictureofThomasandAnnain 1906:

Mr. and Mrs. Haslam,a remarkableold pair, devotedto one anotherand
dedicatedto the caseof the advancementand enfranchisementof women.
They were nearly seventy [in fact Thomas was eighty-one and Anna
seventy-six]whenI met them;alwaysin the bestof health;shea dynamoof
energy,small and sturdy; he intellectual,tall ratherlike a university don, a
goodspeaker,very refinedandkindly.so

In November1908,the Cousinsesand Sheehy-Skeffmgtonsdecidedthat they

werereadyto formally launchtheIWFL, 'militant suffragesocietyon Irish lines.,SI A

small groupwent to inform Anna Haslamof this decision;the 'dearold leaderof the

constitutionalsuffragists,'[thenaged79], althoughdeploringtheduplicationofeffort,

gavethe group her blessingand they 'partedas friends agreeingto differ on means

thoughunitedin aimsandideals.'GrettadescribedAnnaas 'congenitally,a personof

peace,non-violent,law-abidingto the finger-tips',who, nonetheless'sensedthe Time

Spirit' of their endeavour;this I am surewas Gretta'sperceptionratherthan Anna's

assertion.Time Spirit seemsratheran unlikely phrasefor the intenselypracticalAnna

to utter.82 FrankSheehySkeffingtonwasdamningof the IWSLGA which he accused

of havingfailed 'entirely to awakenpopularenthusiasmor sympathy,andthe masses

of thepopulationhadneverheardof it. ,S3 It is true thatby the 1900sthe tacticsof the

constitutional IWSLGA had become somewhatstale and seemingly ineffectual.

Twenty-fiveyearspreviously'it wasconsidereddaringfor womento speakin public'

but now 'the public had becomeaccustomedto the campaignand were inclined to

ignoreit.' 84

HannaSheehySkeffingtonwas impatientwith the constitutionalmethodsof

the IWSLGA. In an obvious referenceto English militants, she is recordedas

regretting Irishwomen's 'apathy as comparedto Englishwomen.'ssHowever, she

resignedfrom the committeein January1906,over two yearsbeforethe formationof

the IWFL in a disputeregardingthe wording of the annualreport for the previous

79 IWSLGA MinuteBoole. 21 Mar. 1907.
10 Cousins.WeTwo. p. 129.
II Ward.HannaSheehySlceffington.p. 46.
12 Cousins.WeTwo. p. 164.
13 Cited in Murphy. Women'sSuffrage.p. 29.
14 Rover. Women'sSuffrage.p. 69.
15 At ameetingat which TJH deliveredapaper,HSS'regretted'the 'apathy'ofIrishwomen'as
comparedwith Englishwomen.'SeeWomen'sFranchise,no. 43. 23 (Apr. 1908).p. 501.
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year. Hanna,secondedby JennyWyse�P�o�w�~ 'supported'by Mary HaydenMA and

Mrs. Hogg, suggestedamendmentsto the languageof the reporte.g. it wasproposed

that 'British' be substitutedfor 'ourown' in the phrase'ourown enterprisingcolonies.'

TheamendmentwasdefeatedandHannaSheehySkeffingtonandJennyWysePower

resigned.87 The dissidentsobviously had much support; Mrs Haslam reported in

March that she had received letters 'impugning the action of the Committee in

adopting the report.' However, in a gesturethat seemstypical of the IWSLGA's

tendencyto avoid controversy,it was ruled out of order to reopenthe discussion.II

The topic was the subjectof a letter to Hannawherethe stancetakenby Anna, and

Thomas,wasjustified:

Mr. Haslamdesiresme to addthat he is fully preparedto justify everything
that he haddonewith regardto the proposedamendments,but he doesnot
seeany usein continuingthecontroversy. We haveno doubtthat thecourse
adopted by the majority of the committee on Thursday representsthe
sentimentsof nine-tenthsofoursubscribingmembers.89

Obviously, the incident, and the loss of two talented members,was of major

significance,an impressionnot gained from the terseentries in the minute book

although one tiny concessionwas made to the dissentersin the report: 'the' was

substitutedfor 'our' in the phrase'our colonies.'Therefore,the cata1ystfor Hanna's

resignationfrom the committeeof the IWSLGA would appear to havebeenaversion

to the languageof loyalism inherentin thereport. While the IWSLGA wasnon-party

and had, within its ranks, many of nationalist leanings,its ethosof loyalty to the

Crown wasobviouslyanathemato someof the youngernationalists.One shouldnot,

however,dismissthe IWSLGA asmerelya unionistorganisation.In the letterquoted

aboveAnna concededthat ten per centof the wider membershipof the association

would havesympathisedwith Hanna SheehySkeffington.9O In the natureof things,

Anna would have estimatedthe lowest possiblecredible figure as supportingthe

oppositepointof view to herown.

While the sYmpathiesof Anna and Thomaswere undoubtedlyunionist, the

association they founded was much more heterogeneousthan is usually

16 JennyWysePower (1858-1941),wasamemberof LadiesLandLeague,InighnidhenahEireann,
CumannnamBan.Sheservedasa senatorfrom 1923.
17 IWSLGA MinuteBoole. 11 Jan.1906.
• IWSLGA MinuteBoole.22 Mar. 1906.
19 Letter from AH to HSS. 13 Jan.1906.Papers.NLI Unsorted.Folder22.
90 Ibid
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acknowledged. Among its supportersin the early days were many committed to

Home Rule to which, as we have seen Anna was vehemently opposed. David

Sherlock,oneof the association'sinfluential earlymemberswasa Catholic,a Liberal

member of parliament, and an enthusiasticsupporterof Home Rule. Maurice

Brookes,liberal memberfor Dublin, and faithful supporterof the DWSA, was pro

Home Rule as was Justin McCarthy. Willie Redmond, nationalist member for

Wexford, and later EastClare, was lavishly praisedfor his speechin the Houseof

Commonsin favour of Sir CharlesMcLaren's resolution 'that the disabilities of

womenin respectof the ParliamentaryFranchiseoughtto be removedby legislation.'

The 1904 report declaredthat Redmond had'deliveredone of the most effective

speechesin favourof the resolution'andquotedat lengthfrom his speech.Redmond

was againsaid to havebeenespecially'remarkable'in the 'very effectivedebate'on

the 1907SuffrageBill. 91 While the Haslamsweredevotedandloyal to the unionwith

Britain, their organisationwelcomedsupportfrom all who profferedit, irrespectiveof

political allegiances.The IWFL claimedalsoto be non-political,but, asthe founders

of the IWSLGA were unambivalentlyunionist in sympathy, so were its leaders

nationalist: 'We were as keenas men on the freedomof Ireland, but ... we women

were convincedthat anythingwhich improvedthe statusof womenwould improve,

not hinder, the comingof real nationalselfgovernment.,92 Thus, it could be saidthat

the IWSLGA andthe fledging IWFL, in manywaysmilesapart,eachdedicateditself

to the procurementof the vote and welcomed membersirrespectiveof political

conviction. The presenceof those of nationalist sympathieson the IWSLGA

committee,did not preventa messagesympathybeing sent to QueenAlexandraon

the deathof King EdwardVII. 93 A letter of acknowledgement'of our messageof

sympathyfrom the King and QueenMother' was read at a subsequentmeeting.94

Irish nationalismwas remarkablyheterodoxin the early twentieth century. Home

Rulers were not separatists,nor were they republicans. Many Irish Parliamentary

Party supporterswere loyal to the king and their vision of Home Rule includedthe

monarch.Many nationalistswerepro-Imperial.9s Sean6 Faolainhas written that he

91 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1904.p. S; 1907.p. 7.
92 Cousins.WeTwo. p. 18S.
93 IWSLGA MinuteBook.19 May 1910.
94 IWSLGA MinuteBook.7 July. 1910.
9S SeeTom Garvin. The EvolutionofIrish NationalistPolitics. (Dublin: Gill andMacmillan, 1981),p.
91 andpassim.See alsoR.F. Foster.ModernIreland1600-1972. (London:Allen Lane, 1988),
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had"two loyalties, to the Empireandto Ireland.,96 On the outbreakof war in 1914,
'nationalistIrishmenenlistedin the war-effort in approximatelythe sameproportions

asunionistsdid.,97 Thephenomenonofnationalistswho hadpreviouslyenrolledin the

overwhelminglyCatholicIrish Volunteers,supportingthewar effort in suchnumbers,

demonstratesthat many Irish nationalistswere still pro-British in 1914. In 1903,

when King Edward visited Ireland, he had enjoyed the hospitality of the Irish

hierarchyat MaYnooth where the walls of his room 'were draped in His Majesty's

racingcoloursandcarriedtwo admirableengravingsof royal horses.,98 Theextending

of sympathyto the widowedQueenAlexandra,therefore,would not necessarilyhave

been taken amiss by membersof the IWSLGA, even by those of a nationalist

persuasion. Had HannaSheehySkeffingtonstill beena committeememberat this

time, it is safeto assumethat the sendingof sucha messagewould at leasthavebeen

put to thevote.

Initially the tacticsof the IWFL did not altogetherdiffer from thoseof the

IWSLGA. Meetingsandlettersto Irish MPsweretheorderof theday.Hannawrote:

We werestronglyIrish-minded,mostof us, realizingthat, thoughthe House
of Commonswas still the arbiter of Irishwomen'sas well as Irishmen's
destinieswe shouldhaveto ... beginat onceon our own MPs pressingto
havea clauseembodyingVotesfor Womenin ourmeasureofHomeRule.99

Although Anna Haslam, as the voice of the IWSLGA, wanted Westminsterto

continueto rule Ireland,shetoo targetedthe Irish MPs. I imagineby 'ourown' Hanna

meant Irish Party memberswhile Anna wrote to all Irish membersirrespectiveof

allegiances. The IWFL, becauseof their nationalist aspirations,were constantly

bedevilledby ideological sniping from women,who thoughsuffragist, felt strongly

that all endeavourshouldbe expendedon national freedom. Initially lnighnidhena

hEireann,andsubsequentlyCumannnamBan,engagedin debatewith the womenof

the IWFL. This debatehas beenwell documentedby historiansof Irish women's

movementsin theearlyyearsof thecentury.looBriefly, theargumentwasa questionof

priorities; suffragistsarguedthat without the vote, 'the national questionwould be

p. 431 andpassim.
96 O'FaolainSean.Vive Moil (London:RupertHart Davis, 1965),p. 30.
97 ConorCruiseO'Brien.AncestralVoices:ReligionandNationalismin Ireland (Dublin: Poolbeg,
1994),p. 94.
91 Ibid p. 75.
99 SheehySkeffmgton.'Reminiscences'.p. 12.
100 See Ward UnmanageableRevolutionaries(citedbelow);Murphy. Women'sSuffrage.Owens.
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resolvedwithout womenbeingconsulted.'101 The womenof the separatistmovement,

on the otherhand,usedthe counterargumentthat,althoughthey too wantedthe vote,

to acceptit from Westminsterwas to acknowledgeBritish domination.To them the

national questionwas the more important; once that was resolvedwomen'srights

would be grantedin recognitionof the effort madeby them in the struggle. Both

pointsofview werearguedvehemently,but, before1916at least,neithersucceededin

changingthe other'sconvictions.The IWSLGA, however,neverbecameembroiledin

this ideologicalquagmire.

Anna Haslam'sreaction to the emergenceof the militant movementsin

England and in Ireland was complex. In 1907, in a report printed in Women's

Franchise,the IWSLGA:

recognisedthe impetuswhich their [the militants'] behaviourhasgivento the
causeand refusedto condemnthe womenwho had beengoadedinto it by
the flagrant injustice, and in somecases,brutal personalviolenceto which
they hadbeensubjected.102

The IWSLGA report of 1908 statedthat, although many 'sinceresuffragists' had

'sincerely censured'the actions of militants, and, although the Dublin committee

thought that such tactics were 'not suited to the condition of things in Ireland,' it

deplored 'theeasyandnot very chivalrousdenunciationof thewomen,who underthe

severestprovocation,and in somecases,subjectingthemselvesto brutal outrages,'

hadadoptedthe militant line of action.103 Thomas,too, justified differencesof opinion

within the suffrageranks,which he described'as indePendenceof thought.,104 The

1908 report stoutly defendedthe womenwho were in prison in Englandfor militant

activities:

The continueddenial of thoserights by Governmentafter Governmentfor
nearly half a centuryhasbecomean intolerablegrievance;and the women
who have gone to prison, in their efforts to removeit, are entitled to our
warmestgratitudeandnonethe lessbecausewe ... havenot felt calledupon
to follow in their example.lOS

SmashingTimesetc.
101 MargaretWard. UnmanageableRevolutionaries:Womenand Irish Nationalism.(London:Pluto

Press,1987),p. 73.
102 Women'sFranchise.no. 33 13 Feb. 1908.p. 373.
103 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1908.p. 14.
104 Women'sFranchise.no. 14,3Oct. 1907.p. lSI. [ThomasHaslamto editor]
lOS IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1908.p. 14.
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Thesesentimentswere warmly endorsedby the Women'sFranchiseJournal,

which calledthe reportadmirable,andcould not 'refrain from quoting ...in extremis'

theparagraphrelatingto militancy, reproducedabove.106 Theentryof the IWFL on the

suffrage scene was generouslywelcomed by the IWSLGA, even though many

membershad defectedto the new association. 'The IWFL is anotherproof of the

freshly awakenedinterest... intendedto stretchourmovementin directionswhich our

resourceshave not enabledus to reach.' The committeewished the IWFL every

successin their efforts.l07 In October1909,therewasa 'warm debate'at a committee

meeting regardingthe vexed questionof whetheror not to condemnthe 'militant

sisters'in England. A proposalto write to the paperscondemningtheir actionswas

defeated.108

A letter from Anna to Miss Strachey,written in 1909, acknowledgedthe

'honour' of being askedto be a Vice Presidentof the London Women'sSuffrage

Society.109 Anna wrote that the IWSLGA was losing members:'owing to the action

of the Militants' which she felt was very unfair as 'we {the IWSLGA] have no

connectionwith thesemilitant societies.'She went to say that neither she nor her

organisationhad ever subscribedto militant societies 'tho' some of our members

sympathisewith them.' Shedescribedthe 'two newW.S. Societies'startedin Ireland,

giving in the descriptionher perceptionof the IWFL. 'Some young enthusiasts­

membersof our associationfeeling that we were too slow etc. have formed a more

militant - Nationalist- R.C. association.'Shealsomentionedto theConservativesand

Unionists Women Suffrage Associationwhich establisheda branch in Ireland in

1909.110 Haslamtold Stracheyunambivalentlywherethe IWSLGA stood: 'We arethe

old centralbody - in touchwith both, feeling that thereis work for themin a way we

independents- non party could neverundertake.We cannotdo electionwork - can

only help to educate.'Shecalled her letter long and discursiveand asked,as vice­

president,to be called Mrs. A.M. Haslam.l1l The Englishwomen'sReviewdescribed

106 Women'sFranchise. no. 31,28Jan.1909.p 365.
107 IWSLGA AnnualReport1908.p. 8.
101 IWSLGA MinuteBook.21 Oct. 1909.
109 LondonSocietyfor Women'sSuffragehadexistedfrom thebeginningof thecampaign.JohnStuart
Mill wasa foundingmember. By 1909whenAH wasaskedto �b�e�~�o�m�e vice-presidentit �w�~ .
dominatedby conservativesuffragistsandwasan importantconstItuentmemberof theNatIonalUOIon
of Women'sSuffrageSocieties.(NUWSS).
110 SeeOwens.SmashingTimes.p. 42.
III AH to Miss Strachey.21 Nov. 1909.AutographcollectionFawcettLibrary.
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the IWSLGA, as at the 'centre with a left, or Nationalist wing, and a right or

U · . '112 Th HI' . dmomst. omas asam s attitu e to Westminsterand Home Rule parliaments

would seemto have been'a plagueon both their houses'at least where women's

rightswereconcerned:

I do not believethat our womenwill everreceiveequitabletreatmentfrom
either an Imperial or a Home Rule Parliament until they have a fair
proportionof seats,in eithercase,in both the Houseof Commonsand the
Cabinet.' 113

Undeniably,the emergenceof the militant movementmeantthat the causeof

suffrage won considerablepublicity a fact acknowledgedby Anna Haslam. The

WSPU, in particular, had very early on, displayed great flair and ingenuity in

capturingpublic attention:

The processions,demonstrations,bazaarsand badgesand regalia, parlour
games and illustrated post cards, have all been copied by subsequent
political agitationsand exemplify the ingenuity with which public notice
wasdirectedto thedemandfor votesfor women.I 14

In January1909, three suffragetteschainedthemselvesto the grille of the Ladies'

Gallery. In February they ballooned over London 'showering leaflets on those

below.'115

Ray Strachey'scommentson the increasedinterest in the women'ssuffrage

causedby themilitants'actions:

Day after day, as the militants providedfresh headlinesfor the newspaPerS
... the commentsflowed out from the domestichearth to railway trains,
smoking rooms, clubs, and public-houses...The wide notoriety of the
movementhada markedandnotunnaturaleffectuponwomen.I 16

While somewere shockedby the perceivedscandalouscarry on of the suffragettes,

others,particularlythosewho hadbeenpassivesupporters,wereforced by the debate

resulting from the 'sterling advocacyand flaming challenge'of the suffragettesto

defendtheir belief in women'ssuffrage.Many of the erstwhile 'passive'supporters,

thosewho would have willingly signedpetitions,now joined non-militant suffrage

societies.The records of the IWSLGA show a steady increaseof membersand

112 Englishwomen'sReview.April 15 1909.p. 102.
m Ie. 15 Feb. 1913.p. 309.
114 Rover. Women'sSuffrage.p. 84.
lIS Ibid 85.
116 Strachey.Cause.p. 304.
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subscribers.Subscriptionhadalmostdoubledbetween1900and 1911.117 In 1912the

IWSLGA wascreditedwith a membershipof between700 and800.118 'The general

apathywhich so long prevailedhasnow entirelypassedaway.Ray Strachey,initially

a suffragette,afterwardsa supporterof Mrs. Fawcett'sconstitutionalsuffragesociety,

in her firsthand accountof the period, conveysthe realisationof suchwomen, not

hithertoactively involved in the causeof suffrage,of the real importanceto themof

thevote:

They saw that this thing in which they had passivelybelieved [votes for
women] was after all the key to the whole position. Driven by their own
arguments,they realisedthatphilanthropywithout political powerwasbut a
patchingup of old abuses;that educationwithout enfranchisementwas but
selfishness.They beganto look at themselvesandtheir missionin the world
in a new light, andpouredinto the suffragesocieties ... Thesewomen,the
backboneof the new Suffragemovement,did not seethe struggleas the
militants did... What they sawin it and what they wantedfrom it, was an
extendedpowerto do goodin theworld.119

In Ireland, the new association'sintent to bring the messageof suffrageallover the

country, fulfilled a needlong recognisedby the IWSLGA: 'OutsideDublin, Belfast,

Cork and oneor two othertowns, Ireland is still an untilled field as far as women's

suffrageis concerned.' Despiteefforts over the yearsto bring the messageto the

provinces,paucity of resourcesmeant that efforts were more or less confined to

Dublin andits suburbs.Discreet,asever,the reportcontinued:'For reasonswhich lie

upon the surface,our fellow countrywomengenerallyremain far more interestedin

otherquestionswhich we neednot specify.' The reportregrettedthat so few women

had 'becometrainedpublic speakers;and the day for their addressinghuge public

gatheringshas hardly yet arrived.'120 However, IWFL memberswere not shy of

addressingpublic, or even open air meetings;they brought its messageallover

Ireland.MargaretCousinsdescribedherparticipationin suffrageSPeakingtoursin her

autobiography:'Usually we setoff two by two on tours. Therewere difficulties in

securingplacesfor meetings... in securinghotel accommodationor a presswhich

would urgentlyprint noticesof our meetings.'121 The IWFL conductedan '{)pen Air

Campaign'in the West of Ireland in 1912 which was reportedin the Irish Citizen.

117 SeeIWSLGA ANNUALReports.1900and1911.(£40.19.6and£77.17.6respectively).
III 'eI' • 25 May 1912.p. 7.
119 Strachey.Cause. pp. 304-5.
120 IWSLGA. AnnualReport1906.pp. 12-3.
121 Co . 67usms.We Two. p. 1 .
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They travelled as far west as Dunquin, preachingthe messageof suffrage. The

accommodationproblemwassolvedby camping.l22

The IWSLGA eventually becamevocal in their disapprovalof the ever

increasingmilitancy of theIWFL. Militancy was:

a significantfactor in the Irish suffragemovementbetween1912and 1914.
This is equallytruewith regardsto thosesuffragetteswho werenon-or anti­
militant. A large proportionof their time was now spentin disassociating
themselvesfrom themilitantsandcondemningtheiractions.123

But the IWSLGA alsoconcededthatmilitant tacticsbroughtresults.The 1910annual

reportannouncedthat,whateveraboutthemethodsof the IWFL, 'theyhadsucceeded

in coercingMr. Birrell to receivea deputationfrom their Body.' 124 AugustineBirrell,

ChiefSecretaryof Ireland,waspro suffragebut wasunwilling to receivea deputation

of womenfrom the combinedsuffragesocieties. The minutebook of 3rd November

1910 reportswith somechagrin: 'Somemembersof the IWFL having heckledMr.

Birrell at the Law Societymeetingandalsoat Greystones,he consentedto receivea

deputationfrom them.' Frank SheehySkeffington 'wrote proudly of that victory,

proofthatthemilitant pathwastheright one.'125

While the IWSLGA concededthat it had lost some membersof militant

tendency,anddespitethe seemingsuccessof militant methods,it wasdeterminedto

stick to its constitutionalmethods:

Eversincethe establishmentof our associationin 1876,our actionhas been
consistentlynon-partyand constitutional... at the eleventhhour when we
areon the brink of victory, we canseeno reasonfor changingour methods
ofprocedure.126

The Irish situation, where the principal suffrage players were the long

established,constitutional,law abiding IWSLGA and the neophyte,young, militant

IWFL, wasessentially,a mirror imageof the EnglishsituationwhereMrs. Fawcett's

National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) and the Pankhursts'

Women'sSocialandPolitical Union (WSPU)were,respectively,thenon-militantand

militant societies. The WSPU differed from the IWFL, however,in that its roots

were in the textile unionsof the north of Englandand in the IndependentLabour

122 Ie. 6 Jul. 1912. p. 55 .
123 Murphy. Women'sSuffrage. p.9O.
124 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1910.p. 13.
12S Ward. HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 69.
126 IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1910.p. 14.
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Party. While the IWFL's roots were fmnly fixed in the grovesof academe,it shared

premisesin GreatBrunswickStreet 'with the newly inauguratedIndependentLabour

Partyof Ireland.' FrancisSheehySkeffington 'was in the thick of that too, so there

wasa constantflow of radicalsin andoutof thebuilding.'127 The IWFL wasofcourse

nationalist- a dimensionwhich did not havea parallel in the Englishmovement. As

alreadymentioned,the IWFL wasurgedby separatiststo wait 'until freedomfor men

was won ... to ask for inclusion in the British measureof Home Rule was to

acknowledgeBritain.'121

CHonaMurphy has written thatthe IWFL wasnotjusta grouplooking for the

votebut:

werevery muchpartof the Fin de Siecleeraandthe Irish Renaissancewith
an opinion about everything and visions for an ideal society ... The
individualsinvolved in the IWFL, FrankSheehySkeffington,HannaSheehy
and her sistersand their husbands... the Cousinses... the Palmers,the
Oldhamsand Mary Haydenwere all part of the intellectual life that was
going on in Dublin at the beginningof the twentiethcentury... a numberof
them were vegetarians,anti-inoculation,anti-vivisection... othersdeclared
themselvesto beatheists.129

Themembersof the IWFL, it would appear,inhabiteda different Irelandto that of the

IWSLGA. The heady mix of the languagerevival, bicycling women, the Abbey

Theatre,the flourishing nationalistmovementandmilitant feminism musthavebeen

an exciting ambienceespeciallycomparedwith the staidworld of the drawing-room

meetingand the petition. But the two worlds were not mutually exclusive. Mary

Hayden,mentionedaboveasanIWFL member,remainedinvolvedwith the IWSLGA

for many years after the formation of the IWFL. She agreedto hold 'education

meetings'under the umbrellaof the IWSLGA in 1910. She addressedan evening

meetingon 'Why university and professionalwomen want the vote' in December

1911. Shedelivereda 'warm vote of thanks' to Miss C. Corbett, MA for a speech

delivered at the IWSLGA committee meeting in November 1911.130 She was a

memberof the subcommitteeappointedto choosea successorto Mrs. Haslam in

1913.131 MargaretWard creditsher with speakingat an IWFL meetingin February

1909which washeld in theAbbey theatre,while Women'sFranchisedescribesher as

127 Ward. HannaSheehySlceffington. p. 60.
121 SheehySkeffington.'Reminiscences'.p. 13.
129 Murphy. Women'sSuffrage.p. 28.
130 IWSLGA MinuteBook.9November1911.
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'the only lady in the Senateof the new National University' and mentionsher with

presidingat a drawing-roommeetingat thehomeof Mrs. Keatingeundertheauspices

of IWSLGA.132 The Oldhams,too, are interestingin that they would appearto have

straddledbothorganisations.MargaretWardnamesKatheOldham,wife of theTrinity

professorCharlesOldham, as first presidentof the IWFL, appointedin November

1908.Shespeculatesthatthis appointmentwasbecause'presumablyshewasthemost

'respectable'namethey could muster.'133 Kathewasthe sister-in-lawof the late Alice

Oldham who had been a memberof the IWSLGA and CAISM. Despite Kathe's

presidencyof the IWFL, she cooperatedwith Mary Hayden 'to hold education

meetingsin theevenings'undertheauspicesof theIWSLGA. I34 HerhusbandCharles,

althougha generousfriend of theSheehySkeffingtons,continuedhis connectionwith

the IWSLGA andwasa memberof a subcommitteeappointedto discussa proposed

joint suffragemeeting.135

The vegetarian,anti-vivisection etc. profile was not unique to the

IWFL circle. The Haslamshad moved in such a milieu as far back as the 1870s.

FrancisNewman,correspondentof ThomasHaslamwas vegetarian,anti-vivisection,

in fact he called himself 'anti-everything.'Mrs. Hogg, 'a devotedmember'of the

IWSLGA committee,was also the inappropriatelynamedvice-presidentof the Irish

vegetariansociety. ThomasHaslam'sown writings revealhim, at the very least, to

have had doubts about the existenceof God. His correspondencewith leading

humanistsmakesit likely thathe, too, wasinterestedin humanism. While thereis no

evidence to suggest that the Haslams were actively involved in the cultural

renaissance,it is likely that, at leastThomaskept abreastof literary trends.He was

said to be 'keenly alive to literature, classical and modern, and every new

movement.' 136 Nonethelessthereweresocial,generationalandideologicaldifferences

betweenthe IWFL andIWSLGA leaderships.The IWFL waspartof the newIreland

of strongself-confidentCatholicnationalism.The erawasoneof greatoptimismfor

nationalistswho 'couldreasonablyfeel thattheir countrywason anupwardspiral.' In

1909JohnDillon wasquotedassayingthat Irelandhad 'mademoreProgressin the

131 Ibid. 13 March 1913.
132 Ward.SheehySkeffington.p.49; Women'sFranchise.vol. 2, no. 36. (4 Mar. 1909). p.431.
133 Ward.HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 47.
134 IWSLGA MinuteBook.6 Jan.1910.
135 Ibid 11 Apr. 1912.
136 Ie. 20Nov. 1915.p. 170.
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last ten yearsthan during the previoustwo hundredyears... the whole face of the

country is changingand the spirit of the peoplewith it.' 137 Home Rule was now

merely a matter of time. Anna Haslam would not have sharedin the jubilation

expressedin a Freeman'sJournal editorial of 1907 at the perceptible 'chorusof

confidence' in Ireland which brought not only 'cheerfulnessbut strength ... a

brightnessandhopetoo oftenlacking in thepast.'138

The IWFL participated in the 'Censusresistance'campaign in 1911, a

campaign spearheadedin Great Britain, which consisted mainly of evading

registrationratherthanresistingit. 139 Wardclaimsthatthecensuscampaignsucceeded

in uniting 'all the suffragegroups in a determinationto resist. Militant and non­

militant werein agreementthatuntil the staterecognisedthemascitizensthey would

refuseto cooperatewith the state.'140 An IWSLGA meetingof March 1911 suggests

that not all suffragewomenwereunited in resistance.This meetingdecidedthat the

IWSLGA would 'not give any supportto the movementfor refusing to fill up the

censuspapersas suchactionwould vitiate the returnsfor the next ten years.'141 The

decisionnot to participatein the campaignfurther demonstratesthe extremecaution

of the IWSLGA, a caution which forbade their involvement in any resistance,

however peaceful, and also their respect for the censusas an important social

document.The campaignwas reportedin the suffragepressas a notablesuccessl42
:

but its practical effect at sabotagingthe accuracyof the censuswas impossibleto

quantify asmanyenterprisingenumeratorsinsertedthe namesof the missingwomen.

Nonetheless,'theevasionof the census,wasnot just anexercisein underminingthe

machinery of the state but was also of profound psychological and symbolic

importanceto thewomeninvolved.,143

The perception,gainedfrom theanti-censuscampaign,that the IWSLGA was

condemnedto thesidelinesof thesuffragemovementby its own inherentlaw-abiding

caution,is somewhatalteredby the scaleof activitiesdetailedin the 1911 report. In

June, '40,000 resolutewomen of every social grade, marching in a continuous,

137 Tony Fannar.OrdinaryLives: ThePrivateWorldsofThreeGenerationsofIreland's ProfesSional
Classes.(Dublin: Fannar,1995),p. 18.
m FJ. 17Mar. 1907.
139 Ward.HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 73.
140 Ibid p. 74.
141 IWSLGA MinuteBook.9 Mar. 1911.
142 SeeVotesfor Women.24 and31 Mar. 1911.
143 Murphy. Women'sSuffrage. p. 36.
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magnificently ordered procession,' included 'our own' Irish contingent of

approximatelysixty, headedby Mr. andMrs. Haslam.l44 The fact that Thomas,now

agedeighty-nineandAnna eighty-two,werestill sufficiently resilientto undertakethe

sea and train journeys to London, and to participate in what was probably an

exhaustingprocession,is in itself remarkable. The IWSLGA also invited Margaret

Ashton, memberof ManchesterCity Council, founder of the ManchesterWomen's

GuardianAssociation,chairmanof ManchesterSuffrageSociety,to addressmeetings

in Cork, Mallow, Limerick, WaterfordandDublin. Miss Ashton 'generouslyrefused

to take her travelling exPenses';her meetingswere very successfuland 'a large

numberof new membersjoinedasa consequence.,145 Mrs. Haslam,alsoattendedthe

conferenceof NUWW at Glasgowand Participatedin a Health Congressin Dublin

under the auspicesof Lady Aberdeen.l46 The Local Authorities (Ireland) Act, for

which the associationhad worked so hard, Passedall stagesin 1911, thus enabling

womenboth to vote in, and contest,county council and boroughelections.Almost

immediately,in January1912, two women were elected,SarahHarrison to Dublin

CorporationandDr. Mary Strangmanto Waterford.

Therewere many suffragesocietiesin Ireland by 1911, establishedto 'cater

for particular regional, religious or political groups.'147 Louie Bennett and Helen

Chenevix foundedthe non-party,non-militant Irish Women'sSuffrageFederation

(lWSF) 'to link togetherthe scatteredsuffragesocietiesin Ireland in the effort to

obtain the Vote as it is, or may be grantedto men.'148 Despite rePeatedrequests,

discussedat committeemeetings,the IWSLGA did not join the Federation.Opinions

were canvassed'from Branchesand absentmembers'as a result of which 'it was

unanimouslydecidedthat ... sucha unionwould beabsolutelyimpracticableandthat

our associationcanwork muchmoreefficiently by acting indePendently.'149Newsof

a 'Women'sSuffrageLeaguein Munsteron the samelines asour Cork Branch'was

144 IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1911.pp. 10-11.
145 IWSLGA Minute Bookof II May 1911.
146 Lady Aberdeen wife of the Lord Lieutenant,wasacampaigneragainstdisease,particularly
tuberculosis, in Ir;land. As seenin Chapter5, shewasa prominentmemberof the international
women'smovement.Shewasanenthusiasticpromoterof Irish handicrafts.A staunchally of Haslam,
shewascontinuallyheckledby membersof the IWFL who madeher life andthatofherhusband.'a
misery.' (SeeWard.HannaSheehySkeffington.p. 112).
147 Owens.SmashingTimes.p. 42.
141 RosemaryOwens.'How We Won theVote' in Votes/orWomen:Irish Women'sStruggle/orthe
Vote. (Dublin: SheehySkeffmgton& RosemaryOwens,1975), p.7.
149 IWSLGA MinuteBook. 14 Sept.1911.
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greetedin a morehostilemanner.Thecommitteeobjectedthat 'asthe parentbody of

women'ssuffragein Ireland,' it was 'impossibleto ignoreour Branchin Cork andto

unite with any othersocietyworking in the samedistrict. We deplorevery muchthat

thereshouldbeanyschismamongwomenactingwith apparentlyidenticalaims.I5O

The 1912 reportof the IWSLGA rejoicedthat that'the generalapathywhich

so long prevailedhasnow entirely passedaway ... the movementhasbecometruly

national.'The fact that this increasedprofile wasmost likely due to the activitiesof

the militants wasnot acknowledged.Ray Stracheycalledthe years1906-1912: 'the

greatyearsof the women'smovement... it wasthe flowering time ... the long years

of preparationandslow growthwereforgottenandthe Causeseemedto be springing

new born from the enthusiasmof the time.'lSI This perceptionof the movementas

'new born' perhapsalso helps to explain how historians of the movementhave

undervaluedthe trojan efforts of Anna Haslam in the thirty years precedingthe

'flowering time.' The flowering in Ireland was manifestedin the mushroom-like

growthof suffragesocieties. By 1913,nine local societiesfrom Ulsterwereaffiliated

to the IWSF. The Munster Women'sFranchiseLeague(MWFL) had branchesin

Cork, Skibbereen,Queenstown,Waterford,Bandon,Limerick. Connaughtwomenhad

anassociationin Galway,and Nenaghand Birr alsohadlocal associations.1S2 In 1912

it was calculatedthat therewere 'well over threethousand' suffragistsin Ireland.
ls3

This may have beenan optimistic figure but all the evidencepoints to a healthy

increasein involvementin militant andnon-militant suffrageat this time. Increased

membership,also a feature of the English movementand the general upsurgein

interest in the question was, according to Strachey, a 'natural and inevitable'

development:'it was the consequenceof what had gone before; and the startling

advocacyand flaming challengeof the militants did not create it; but they did

undoubtedly,hastenandquickenwhatwasalreadycomingto birth.'1S4

The suffrage paper, The Irish Citizen, launchedin 1912, was a valuable

addition to the cause. It was founded by Frank, husband of Hanna Sheehy

Skeffmgton, and James, husband of Margaret Cousins. This suggestsanother

ISO Ibid 9 March 1911.The 'League'waspresumablytheMunsterWomen'sFranchiseLeaguein
which Edith SomervilleandViolet Martin (SomervilleandRoss),wereofficers.
lSI Strachey.Cause.p.305.
IS2 Ie

I' • 17 May 1913.p. 417.
153 Owens.SmashingTimes.p.47.
154 Strachey.Cause.p. 305.

252



interestingparallel with ThomasHaslam,founderof the Women'sAdvocate. James

Cousins,creditsFrankwith first articulatingthe needfor a paper'to keepthe British

andIrish suffragemovementsdistinct andcarryon propagandaalongour own lines.'

Ironically, Jameswrote to the Pethick-Lawrencesof the British WSPU requesting

moneyto start the paper.ISS Haslam'sWomen'sAdvocatewas acknowledgedas 'the

first suffragepaperin Ireland- all honourto our valiant predecessor!'1S6 Although it

was managedby the IWFL, (both men were associatemembersmarried to its

founders),The Irish Citizen was still very much 'the paperof the movement'and

Louise Ryan called it 'a forum for debateamong thevarious scatteredsuffrage

societiesin Ireland.'1S7 While thepaper'salliance withthe IWFL couldbesaidto give

the militant point of view anunfair advantage,it consistentlychronicledthe activities

of the non-militants, including the IWSLGA and printed letters from readers

condemningmilitancy. In reply to a 'correspondent- a lady prominentin oneof the

Irish Women'sSuffrageSocieties'who fearedthatthepaperwould becomethe 'organ

of militancy', it wasstatedsimply: 'But it is already theorganof militancy - andalso

of nonmilitancy... It is the organof both in that its pagesareopento the fullest and

fairest possiblerecordof the woman'ssuffragemovementof Ireland.'ls8 Over the

yearsit paidgeneroustributesto AnnaandThomasHaslamandin 1915published,in

full, Thomas'spaperSomeLast Wordson Women'sSuffragewhich was readat an

IWFL meetinginNovember1915.159

The period in which the suffragemovementexpandedwasoneof constantly

frustrated expectation. The usual private members' bills were introduced and

continuedto meet their inevitable failure. [see Appendix no.1]. The Labour Party,

alone, consistently supported general adult suffrage regardless of property

qualification. After the electionof 1910,a crossparty 'conciliationcommittee'was

fonned to draft a women'ssuffrage bill acceptableto all parties. This committee

introduceda numberofConciliationBills, all of which wereunsuccessfuldueto party

ISS Cousins.We Two Together, pp.203-4. JamesCousinswrote�~�f�a �m�y�s�~�e�r�i�o�u�s w.omanwhose
'personaldeportmentwasnoticeably... abovehercommondress who amvedat hiS �d�~�r a few days
afterthe requestfor cash.Shehandedovera 'sheafof bank-notes.'Therewasno coveringletter,no
sendersnameor address'but theamounthandedoverwasalmostidenticalwith theamountrequested
andsothe paperwasstarted.Cousinsdid nothaveanytheoriesasto thereasonfor thecloakand

daggertactics.
156 Ie. 20Nov. 1915.p. 169.
157 Ryan.Irish Feminism.p. 10.
lSI Ie. 29 June1912.p. 44.
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political machinations.A letterfrom AugustineBirrell, ChiefSecretaryfor Ireland,to

the Irish ParliamentaryPartyMP JohnDillon, revealsthedifficulties of achievingthe

successfulpassageof legislation acceptableto all, particularly when there was no

consensusat cabinet level: 'Both the Conciliation Bill and the wider amendment

[married and single female suffragel will be lost, the one becauseit doesn'tgo far

enoughandthe otherbecauseit goestoo far. This might beplainly calledtrickery.'160

The IWSLGA reportof 1912wasdamningof thebehaviourof Irish MPs in the matter

of the ConciliationBill. The defeatof the Bill, (which hada largemajority of 167 in

1911),by 14 votesin 1912wasdescribedascatastrophicandwas due,in part:

to the tergiversationof a largeproportionof our representativeswho feared
.. .. that the Bill might delay Passageof Governmentof Ireland [Home
RulelBill ... and also it is alleged, in no small measure,to the disgust
produced in the mindsof a large numberof our parliamentaryfriends by
the freshoutburstofmilitancy. 161

The further defeatof anamendmentto the HomeRule Bill which soughtto includea

clausegrantingwomen'ssuffrage'to all womenwho possessthe Local Government

vote - a very modestproposal'was also noted in the report. Despitea campaignin

which many IWSLGA subscriberswrote to all Irish MPs, of the 103 Irish members

only 11 voted for the amendmentand 71 againstit. It was defeatedby 173 VOtes.
l62

The IWSLGA censureof themilitants,theaccusationofantagonisingMPs who were

previouslypro-suffrage,wasnot uniqueto the Irish association.ConstanceRoverhas

attributed the defeatof the Conciliation Bill to 'loss of support through reaction

againstsuffragettedisturbance'as well as to the 'defectionof Irish Nationalists."63

This, of course,wasa referenceto agitationin Englandwherethe militant campaign

had escalatedand many womenwere in prison. Hugh Law, a supporterof suffrage

who had successfullysponsoredthe Local Authorities (Ireland) (Qualification of

Women)Bill, thusallowing womento sit on CountyCouncilsandCounty Boroughs,

saidin the Housethatmilitancy 'hasbeenexceedinglyinnefIectiveexceptin exciting

hostility for womansuffrage.'164

The part played by the Irish ParliamentaryParty in the defeat of the

1S9 IC 20 Nov. 1915.pp. 166-167.
1'0 AugustineBirrell to JohnDillon 15 Jan.1912.Citedin Owens.SmashingTimes.p. 47.
161 IWSLGA. Annual Report1912.p. [4].
162 ibid. p. 5.
163 Rover. Women'sSuffrage. p.222.
164 Hansard'sParliamentaryDeb/ates.5" series,.vol. 43. 5Nov. 1912.col. 114.
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ConciliationBill andof the franchiseamendmentto the HomeRule Bill in 1912has

beendescribedin workson suffragein lreland.16s RosemaryOwenssummedup:

The Home Rule struggle... wasto dog the pathof the WomanSuffragein
Ireland, and hinderedits progressat many stages.Many Irish MPs were in
favourof Votesfor Womenbut whenthe HomeRule manoeuvringsbecame
really critical, they steppedinto line under ... JohnRedmond...[who] was
anxious to avoid any issue which might adverselyaffect the granting of
HomeRule. Thusthevoting of Irish Memberswasresponsiblefor the defeat
of ... 'The Conciliation Bill' - and for the similar defeat of Women's
Suffrageamendmentto theHomeRuleBill. 166

Hanna Sheehy Skeffington wrote that the frustration causedby the exclusion of

'Irishwomenfrom the Vote in the HomeRule Bill' was the catalystwhich causedthe

first stone to be flung 'as a protest.,167Hitherto, the membersof the IWFL had

confmedthemselvesto posterprotestsandthe hecklingof MPs. On 13June1912,the

organisedbreakingof windows, by membersof the IWFL, in the GPO, the Custom

HouseandDublin Castle,wasthe real startof militant actionin Ireland,andresulted

in the imprisonmentof the perpetrators.l68 Now the IWSLGA's patiencewith, and

seemingtoleranceof, the militants was truly at an end: 'Owing to the actionsof the

extremebranchof the militants we have refrained from prosecutingour causein

public as the majority of peopleweremadeso antagonisticto it by theseviolent and

unwisemethods.'169 The Irish Citizen, printed a letter from Mrs. Anna M. Haslam,

who wrote 'from London':

Owing to my absencein London,I amunableto summonourcommittee,but
I know that I am embodyingtheir sentimentswhen I expressmy strong
disapprovalof the breakingof windowsasa meansof advancingour cause.
It is my conviction that the adoptionof such action by a sectionof our
supportersherewasoneof the chiefcontributorycausesof the defeatof the
Conciliation Bill, and I do not believethat it will promotethe passingof a
woman's suffrage amendmentto our Home Rule Bill if carried. Our
associationwhich hasbeenin existencesince1876,hasalwaysconsistently
disapprovedof what arecalledmilitant methodsin the advancementof our
cause.170

This letterhadreverberationsat the IWSLGA meetingof September1912whenthree

16S SeeespeciallyMurphy. Women'sSuffrage.pp. 164-19S.
166 Owens.'How we won thevote.'p.
167 HannaSheehySkeffington.'Reminiscences'.p. 18.
161 SheehySkeffmgton. Reminiscences.pp.18-20.
169 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1912.p. 20.
110 Ie. 22 June1912.p. 39.

2SS



members,including Mrs. Oldham,resigned'in consequenceof the letter sentby the

honorarysecretaryto the newspapersin June.' The majority if the committeesided

with Mrs. Haslamhoweverasthe following resolutionwas passed:'This committee

desireto expresstheir approvalof Mrs. Haslam'sletter to the papersin Junere the

breakingof windows in Dublin.' It was also noted that branchsecretariesin Cork,

Limerick andMallow hadwritten supportingMrs. Haslam'sletter.171

The criticism was not all one way. A public meetingof the IWSLGA was

reported in The Irish Citizen. While the main speakers,Councillor Rathboneof

LiveCPQol and Councillor Strangmanof Waterford,were praised,the paperdeplored

that:

The harmonyof the eveningwassomewhatmarredby the ill-judged attacks
on militant suffragistsmadefrom the platform ... It was also noted ... that
The Irish Citizen was not procurablewithin the hall, though at least one
suffragistorganof Englishorigin wason sale... It is also regrettable... that
no questionor discussionwasinvitedasis usualin suffragistmeetings.In

ThomasHaslamadvancedwhat he called his 'very moderate'opinion regardingthe

damagedoneto the causeby the militant movementin a letter printed by the Irish

Citizen. He cited suchauthoritiesas Lloyd George,a sincere 'friend of Women's

Suffrage'and Keir Hardiewho hadobservedthat 'the Women'sSocial and Political

Union had done more to damageWomen's Suffrage than all other causesput

together'·73

Anna Haslam tenderedher resignationas honorary secretaryin 1913. The

minutes do not give any explicit information, other than the resolution passedin

January: 'It is herebyresolvedthat in consequenceof the resignationof the honesec.

and for various other reasonswe shall considerdissolutionof this association.'174

Without any further detail, we can only speculateas to why this course was

considered. While for many, Mrs. Haslamobviously was the association,in reality

there were many other PrOminentmembersof the committee.Mary Haydenwas a

high profile figure, Professorof History and, memberof the senateof the Royal

University. She was a seasonedchairpersonat suffrage meetingsand a practised

171 IWSLGA MinuteBook.12 Sept.1912.
172 Ie. 23 Nov. 1912.p. 215.
173 Ibid. 28Dec. 1912.p. 254.
174 IWSLGA MinuteBook.9 Jan.1913.
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public speaker.Margaret, Lady Dockrell, anotherlong serving committeemember

wasa memberof BlackrockUrbanDistrict Council, hadattendedmany international

suffragemeetingson behalfof the IWSLGA andwas,too, a seasonedspeaker.Why

thendid they want to throw in the towel 'in consequenceof the resignation'of Anna

Haslam? What were the 'various other reasons?'Was it disillusionmentwith the

prevaricationof the Houseof Commonsor a desire to bow out gracefully as the

militantscontinuedthecampaignofcivil disobedience?Perhapstheyfelt the injustice

of alienated public opinion which did not discriminate between suffragists and

suffragettes. By February13, however,it was decidedthat a subcommittee,which

included Miss Hayden and Lady Dockrell, would consider a successorto Mrs.

Haslam,who in themeantimeconsentedto stayon until June.175

AnnaHaslamhadbeenthevirtual rulerof the IWSLGA for almostforty years.

From notes inscribedon the minute book in her own hand, we know that she had

attendedall of the 213 committeemeetings. RoseMacDowell wasjoint secretaryfor

manyyears,but nowhereis it suggestedthatshewasofequalstatureto Anna,nor was

shereplacedafter her death. The descriptionof Roseas 'a kindly co-workerin the

struggle' suggestsa figure in the background. The Irish Citizen wrote of the

IWSLGA, that 'in theeyesof the public Mrs. Haslamwasthe societyandthe society

Mrs. Haslam.'176 This mayhavebeenan implicit criticism of theassociationaswell as

praiseof Mrs. Haslam.Howeverthe associationsurvivedMrs. Haslam's resignation

for many yearsaswill be discussedlater in the chapter.While thereis little explicit

evidence to suggest that the IWSLGA was ever anything but a democratic

organisation,there is, however,an impressionthat Mrs. Haslamfrequently got her

own way. An intriguing entry in the minute book for 1900, states that 'Miss

McKerlie's letter andMrs. Haslam'sreplieshavingbeenconsidered'membersof the

committee 'are unanimouslyof the opinion, that Mrs. Haslam did not make any

mistakeregardingMiss McKerlie's subscription.' Obviouslya claim, hadbeenmade

by Miss McKerlie and contestedby Mrs. Haslam, that the former had paid her

subscription. Anna had served as treasurer and secretary simultaneously. The

committeewent on to 'regret very much that any friction should have arisenand

deprecatethe annoyanceand worry which have thereby beenoccasionedto Mrs.

175 Ibid 13 Mar. 1913.
176 Ie. 10Jan,1914.p. 265.
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Haslam.' At the next meetingMiss McKerlie's resignationwas accepted.I?? Miss

McKerlie, was not a new recruit, shehad accompaniedAnna on an official visit to

Birminghamin 1895. Without the correspondencebetweenMrs. Haslamand Miss

McKerlie, andnot knowinganythingofMiss McKerlie, it is impossibleto know what

really wenton. Fromthebriefaccountin theminutebookhowever,the impressionis

given that Mrs. Haslamwas uncompromisingwhenconvincedthat right wason her

side. Her letterto thepapersin 1912,in which, without consultation,sheclaimedthat

she was 'embodying' the sentimentsof the committeein condemningthe Irish

militants, is anothercasein point.I?8 Thesubsequentresignationsfrom the committee

demonstratethatherviewsdid notembodythesentimentsof all committeemembers,

but she felt empoweredto speakout on such a sensitivemeasurewithout prior

consultation.The letter quotedabove,sentto HannaSheehySkeffington,regarding

the proposedamendmentto the minutes,while quoting Thomas,smacksa little of

Mrs. Haslamlaying downthe law. Thussurvivingevidencesuggeststhepossibility

that Anna hadcontrolledandbeenthe prime moverof the committee,which would

explain why the immediateresponseto her signalledresignationwas a motion to

disband.

In the final daysof Mrs. Haslam'sstewardship,thecommitteeappearsto have

becomedemoralised.Thenegativityemanatingfrom theminutesis striking. Perhaps

the caution exhibited is understandable,causedby the distressfelt by the non­

militantsat thesuffragettes'actions.In April 1913,for example,it wasdecided'not to

join in the proposeddeputationto JohnRedmondduring the Whitsun holidays.'179

Again: 'It wasdecidedafter considerablediscussion,not to unite with �t�h�~ proposed

appealsto Bonar Law and Lloyd George to receive deputationsfrom women's

suffrageas it might provetoo compromising.'180 The committeedecidednot to join

thewomen'ssuffrageweekin Decemberasit would be 'toocompromising.,181

Despitethereluctanceto takepartin anysuffrageactivity for fearof becoming

tarred with the suffragettebrush, the minutes reveal that the committee is still

preparedto justify themotivationof themilitants:

177 IWSLGA MinuteBoole. 13 Dec. 1900and17 Jan.1901.
171 Ie. 22 June 1912.p. 39.
179 IWSLGA MinuteBoole. 10Apr. 1913.
110 Ibid 16 Oct. 1913.
III Ibid. 13Nov. 1913.
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The Committeeof the IWSLGA, while deeplydeploringthe fresh outburst
of outrageson the part of a small numberof misguidedsuffragistswhich is
following the rejection of Mr. Dickinson's Bill, regret that they cannot
exonerateour Irish representativeswho votedagainstthe proposedmeasure
of justice to women from a large share of the responsibility for the
recurrencesof theseoutrages.182

Anna Haslam'sresignationfrom the secretaryship,which for mostof her thirty-seven

year reign, had meantvirtual leadershipof the movementin Ireland, thus cameat a

time when the Irish Party in Westminsterwere stymieing suffrageamendmentsto

successiveHomeRule Bills, andthe militantwing of the movementhaddeclaredwar

on thegovernment.The 1913AnnualreportincludedanaccountofAnna'sresignation

and her appointmentto the newly createdpostof Presidentof the association. One

might haveeXPecteda morefulsometributethan:

Our honorarysecretary,Mrs. Haslam,who hasactedin that capacitysince
the formation of the associationin 1876hasnow reachedthe advancedage
of nearly eighty-five years,having requestedto be releasedfrom an office
whose duties she does not any longer considerherselfable to discharge
efficiently, we decided... to acceptherresignation.183

Perhaps thislow-key report of Mrs. Haslam'sleaving was due to her own innate

modesty;assecretarypresumablyshetook the minutes. Thomascompiledtheannual

reportsfrom 1896to 1913andperhaps,asherhusband,did not think it fitting to laud

her.l84 Included,however,therewas a generoustribute from the Cork Branchwho

noted 'with deepregret ... Mrs. Haslam'sproposedresignation'which cameafter a

'life of strenuousand conscientiouswork ...in women'sbest interest.,liS The Irish

Citizen carried a report of Mrs. Haslam's retirement which acknowledgedthe

importanceofher influenceon theIrish suffragescene:

All the newsocietieswhich havesprunginto existencein Irelandwithin the
last five yearshave built upon the foundationslaid by Mrs. Haslam,and
everyworker in the movementlooks up to herasoneof the pioneerswhose
work will endurefor ever,becauseknittedinto thevery fabric of society.186

Mrs. Haslamwas the 'embodimentof the women'scausein Ireland; and the work

b th . '117
which sheaccomplished... shouldneverbeforgotten y e generationsto come.

The association'sreports,subsequentto the resignationof Anna as secretary

'12 Ibid 8 May 1913.
113 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1913.p. 16.
114 IC 20Nov. 1915. p.170.
'IS IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1913. p. 17.
'16 IC 10Jan.1914.p. 265.

2S9



neverfail to mentionher. In 1913,the yearof her resignation,accompaniedby Mr.

Haslam,shetook part in a 'memorablepilgrimage' to Londonculminatingupon the

26
th

of July in the magnificentdemonstrationin Hyde Park. Five or six thousand

women who were the 'most intelligent, level-headedand law-abiding in England.'

travelled 'in fair weather and foul' to London where the demonstrationwas a

'triumphantsuccess.'Hospitalityandsupportwasreceivedfrom Mayors,Councillors

and clergymen.'I88This brief account refers to the National Union of Women's

SuffrageSocietieswho in 1913:

plannedandexecuteda greatpilgrimage... womensetout on foot from the
far comersof the kingdom, and, marchingwith bannersand bandsalong
eight main routes,they convergedupon London. As they went along they
were joined by others living on the routes, and the processionsgrew
daily.,189

This event,seemsmorecharacteristicof themilitants,but it wasplannedandexecuted

by the law abidingNUWSS.It demonstrateshow the onsetof militancy hadchanged,

in England at least, the methodologyof the constitutional suffragists. One must

assumethat Mrs andMrs Haslamhadnot walkedto Londonwith the processionbut

merelyjoined in theLondondemonstration. The Haslams,andmanyothermembers

of the IWSLGA took part in manyof the largesuffrageprocessionsin London. Such

processionsdid not feature in the Irish suffrage campaign althoughthe IWFL

organisedoutdoormeetings.The 1908reportexplainedthat in Ireland 'owing to the

very great differencesin our social and political conditions we have had nothing

analogousto theseimmensegatherings.'190 The significantcultural tabooswhich had

to beovercomeby womenwho participatedin thosefirst public paradesshouldnot be

underestimated:

threethousandwomen [marched]... long skirts trailing on the groundand
hearts in which enthusiasmstruggledsuccessfullywith propriety. In that
year [1907] the vast majority of womenstill felt that therewas something
very dreadful in walking in processionthroughthe streets... and many of
the demonstratorsfelt that they were risking their employments and
endangeringtheir reputations,besidesfacing a dreadful ordeal of ridicule
andpublic shame.191

117 Ibid
III IWSLGA AnnualReporlI913.pp. 5-6.
119 Strachey.Cause. p. 334.
190 IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1908. p. 6.
191 Strachey.Cause.pp. 305-6.
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The 1907annualreporthintedat the difficulties for womenof participatingin public

demonstrations.The 'GreatSuffrageDemonstration'in Londonin February1907was

attendedby 'Distinguishedwomen [who] felt themselvesbound in conscienceto

descendto the streetsin public demandof an act of elementaryjustice.'192 Mrs.

Haslam,while disapprovingof militant demonstration,doesnot appear to have had

any problemwith appearingin public. Shehad, after all first appeared on a public

platform sixty yearspreviously when she stood with Elihu Burritt in the causeof

international peace. Anna wrote proudly of the 'grand procession from the

Embankmentto Albert Hall' in 1908 when 'Nearly one hundred of our fellow

countrywomenheadedby nine membersof our Dublin committee'including Thomas

andherself 'followed two Irish banners'... Thereis not oneof us who doesnot feel

honouredby theprivilegeof takingpart in somagnificenta demonstration.' 193

The occasionof Mrs. and Mr. Haslam'ssixtieth wedding anniversarywas

markedby celebrationswhich demonstratedtheregardandaffectionfelt for them.The

Irish Citizen published an essay by Frank Sheehy Skeffington which described

Thomasand Anna as 'The Pioneersof Feminismin Ireland' and outlined the life of

Anna, andto a lesserdegreethat of Thomas,in glowing terms.Thereis, howeveran

elegiacair aboutthe pieceas thoughthe 'venerablecouple'werealreadydead.Their

achievements,accordingto SheehySkeffington,wereall too often forgottenby those

'who have enteredinto the harvestof their labours.' The impressionof the baton

having passedon by Mrs. Haslamis temperedsomewhatby the essay'sconclusion:

'Shehas,indeedbeena fighter all her life, andstill is a fighter, to getthingsdone;and

all who valueprogressandthebetteringof humanconditionswill paytheir homageto

her andher devotedhusbandand co-worker.'The anniversarywas the occasionof a

largepartyat which thecouplewerepresentedwith anilluminatedaddressanda purse

of sovereigns.ICU

The outbreakof war was described,in Ireland, as threateningthe causeof

women'ssuffrage 'with a temporaryburial.'19S In Britain 'the suffrage societiesat

oncesuspendedtheir political activities,andthe Government... issuedanamnestyto

all the suffragetteprisoners.'The WSPU ceasedits militancy, closedits offices and

192 IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1907.p. 5. . .
193 A copyof 'letterto theeditor' 16 June1906from AH. ScrapbookDFHL. Umdentlfiednewspaper.
194 Ie. 21 Mar. 1914.p.347; Ie. 4 Apr. 1914.p. 366;ScrapbookDFHL.
195 Ibid 15 Aug. 1914. p. 98.
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applieditself to war work. The non-militantNUWSS 'decidedthat their strengthand

their machineryshouldbe ... used to theutmostfor the reliefofdistresscausedby the

war.'196 In Ireland the responseby suffiagesocietiesto the outbreakof war varied.

The IWSLGA applieditself, immediatelyandenthusiasticallyto reliefworks. In Cork

the Munster Women'sFranchiseLeague (MWFL) presentedan ambulanceto the

military authorities.l97 The militant IWFL opposedthe involvement of suffiage

societiesin warwork:

Our movementwas foundedwith the definite aimsof securingthe political
freedom of women. To this work, we have pledgedourselves,and to no
other ... What possibleaffinity betweenwomenstrugglingfor freedomand
the forcesresponsiblefor precipitatingthe presenthorrible catastrophe?Let
those who have plunged the nation in war be made to shoulderthe full
responsibilityfor their deed.198

The Irish Citizen's editorial policy was strongly pacifist although the paperalso

provideda forum for thosesuffragistswho were involved in war relief work. It also

disagreedwith the suspensionof suffrageactivities for the courseof the war. It

printed a letter from Mrs. J. SpringRice at the outsetof war in which sheexpressed

the hope that suffragistswho 'feel strongly inclined to give up active propaganda

work' in order to devotethemselvesto relief work, would 'undertakesuchworks as

suffragistsand, as much as possible,throughsuffragesocieties.'The writer felt that

this line of actionwould help thecause.Theeditor,FrankSheehySkeffington,added

a footnote to this letter: 'We trust that the strong inclination to give up active

propagandawill be strenuouslyresisted.Now is the time for increasingactivity of

propaganda.,199 In Ireland the situation was further complicatedby the growing

separatistmovementand specificallyby the formation of Cumannna mBan and the

ensuingdebatebetweenits membersand the women of the IWFL. Neither Anna

Haslam,nor herorganisationbecameembroiledin this ideologicalbattle.

The IWSLGA reportfor 1914,while still noting suffragenews,applieditself

to matterspertainingto the outbreakof war. DespiteMrs. Haslam'sresignationas

secretarythe previousyear owing to her statedinability to carry out duties due to

increasingage,the rePOrtis almostexclusivelydevotedto her activities. We are told

that Mrs. Haslam 'our president' inaugurateda joint committee consisting of

196 Strachey.Cause.pp. 337-8.
197 Owens.SmashingTimes.p. 97.
191 Ie. 19Sept.1914.p. 139.
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representativesfrom societies in Dublin interested in social work. Fourteen

associationswere included in the committeeincluding, intriguingly, the 'National

Leaguefor opposingWomen'sFranchise.'It wasproposedthat this JointCommittee,

shouldassistin the work for the electionof PLGs. In 1914therewere 124 female

poorlaw guardiansand9 town andurbancouncillors.200 Miss HarrisonT.C. proposed,

and Mrs. Haslam secondedthe resolution to set up a committee urging the

governmentto appoint an Irish advisory committeeof women in connectionwith

relief work schemes.The Lord Lieutenant'intenselyapproved'and the committee,

afteraninterviewwith theChiefSecretary,wasin place.201 Mrs Haslam,it wasnoted,

had resigned from the vice-presidencyof the NUWW, a fact which perhaps

demonstrates,that shewas making an effort to cut down on someof her activities.

Shewasreportedashavingcollected£15.1.0towardstheprovisionofabedin Dublin

Castlefor woundedsoldiers.202 Mrs. Haslamhadworkedin the causeof peacein her

youth,whenshewasa memberof anOlive LeafCircle. Her endeavourson behalfof

wounded soldiers does not necessarilymean she had abandonedher pacifist

principles.The IWSLGA doesnot appearto haveengagedin bellicoselanguage- the

war is 'terrible' not glorious,Germansarenot vilified. Many pacifistswent to France

asambulancedrivers;engagingin work for the reliefof sufferingdid not necessarily

meanthatonedid not havepacifistprinciples.

ThomasHaslam'ssuccinct,lucid prosewasno longera featureof the annual

report.203 In 1915 'suffragework, assuch,wasin abeyance'during the 'terriblewar.'

Mrs Haslam'sbed for woundedsoldiers,knownasthe IWSLGA bed,wasnow in use

in the RedCrossHospital in Dublin Castle.In a wonderfully ambiguousphrase,it is

mentionedthat 'membersof the committeemakea point of interestingthemselves,

alas,in the successiveinmatesof the bed.,204Presumably,this wasa commenton the

numbersof injuredsoldiersrepatriatedfor hospitalisation.

Shortly after the outbreakof war, Anna proposedthat because'of these

abnormaltimes we shouldagitatefor the emplOYmentof trained women as police

199 Ibid 15 Aug. 1914.p. 98.
200 IWSLGA AnnualRepor. 1914.pp. 4-5.
201 Ibid p. 8.
202 Ibid. pp. 10,27. . ..
303 IC 20Nov. 1915.p. 170: 'Hewrote from 1896to 1913theannualreport of theSOCietywhich IS a
valuablerecordandsummaryofsuffragework in Irelandyearby year.'
204 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1915.p. 5.
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womenon patrols.'Shehadcollecteda massof infonnationon the topic whichshe

had presentedto the committee.�2�O�~ None of this infonnationhas survivedand it is

difficult to discoverpreciseinfonnationregardingtheaimsandmethodsof theDublin

patrols. Reportsof their activities tend to presumeknowledgeof the patrolson the

part of their readers.The Irish Citizen was initially CYnical at the suggestionof

voluntary policewomen:'Fancy,anyoneasking a policemanwhetherhe would be

paid or act as a volunteer! There is plenty of money availableto pay for women

police.'206 Despite thesemisgivings, it printed a brief correspondencebetweenthe

Under Secretary for Ireland and the Chainnan of the Joint Committee which

confirmed the Lord Lieutenant'sapprovalof womenpatrols. Eachpatrol member's

identity card was to be signed by the Chainnanand countersignedby the Chief

Commissionerof the Dublin MetropolitanPolice.Volunteerswereaskedto apply to

Mrs. Haslamfor further infonnation.207 By January1915,the Irish Citizenjudgedthat

the introductionofwomen'spatrols'is principallydesirablebecause,underthepresent

purely male administrationof the law, womenrequirefurther protection.'Usefully,

this is a prescriptivepiece which gives somecluesto the activities of the Patrols.

They shouldnot confine themselvesto keeping 'the numerousyoung girls,' whose

presencewas a 'dangerto themselvesand others,'off the streets,but should also

ensure: 'that innocent women are not made the victims of unscrupulous,and

sometimesbrutalpolicemenandthatguilty womenarebroughtto thepolicestationin

a civilised way.,208 Thereareclearechoeshereof theCDA debatesof the nineteenth

century, fuelled perhapsby the threatof the reintroductionof the Acts.209 There is

alsothesuggestionthatthepatrolswereengagedin safeguardingyoungwomenat risk

of seductionaswell asworking with prostitutesin a preventativecapacity. While the

systemofpatrolsdid not 'altogethersatisfy' the Irish Citizenwriter it was clear'from

Mrs. Haslam'sstatement'that it did 'not satisfy the promoterseither, and that they

regard it as merely a preliminary step to greater things.,210 An account of the

'Experiencesof a Woman Patrol' in the Irish Citizen describedhow 'the whole

locality of SackvilleStreet'at night 'appearsto be like onegreatlow saloonwhere

20S Ibid p. 7.
206 Ie. 14 Nov. 1914. p.201.
2IJ7 Ibid. 9 Jan.1915.p. 268.
- Ibid 2 Jan.1915.p. 253.
209 Ibid 9 Jan.1915.p. 258.
210 Ibid
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younggirls, soldiersandcivilians loiter about.It goesto one'sheartto seehow very

youngmostof the girls are;alsohow drunkmanyof themare.'The writer complains

of thesexualdoublestandard:'no othervocationin life' wasopento thesegirls: 'once

they have taken to the streets;they have not the samechanceas men of living an

immoral life andbeingreceivedby respectablepeople,and havingexcusesmadefor

them if they are found out.,211 A further account suggeststhat the patrols were

engagedalso in dealing with disturbances.It describeda street sceneof infernal

proportions:

Everythingvery filthy with streetdoorswide open... four womendrinking
out of bottles... I knewit wasuselessour trying to do anythingif therewas
any row or unseemlybehaviour;what use would two women be, with no
powers,andnot evena whistle to call for help ...We did our bestto disperse
thecrowd ... we wentto find aPOliceman.212

Thepieceincludedanappealfor betterhousingconditionsfor theurbanpoor.

The foundationof the women'spatrolsin Irelandwas obviously influencedby

the English situation. In the first weeks of the war, the NUWW in England,

'inaugurateda schemeofvoluntarypatrolsfor specificwelfarework in areasin which

military camps and centreswere being established.'The work of Patrols: 'was

regardedsolely as a war-time measure... voluntary patrols are neitherpolice, nor

rescue workers, but true friends of the girls.'213. However there was

contemporaneously,in Englandat least,a volunteerwomen'spolice force, many of

whom were 'prominentworkers for Women'sSuffrage.' This small group quickly

became the Women Police Service which operatedwith the aid of voluntary

contributions,until 1916whenit receiveda governmentgrant.214 Modemscholarship

on the phenonomenof women'spatrols forges a link betweenthe social purity

movement'and the wider feminisit ambitioncatalyzedinitially by the struggleover

the ContagiousDiseasesActs.,21S The women'spatrols were 'organisedprimarily,

with a view to the careof girls and women,who are not prostitutesand would not

th · b' "nl tati' ,216ordinarily comeundernoticeof police, and ... err 0 �~�e�c�t IS mal y preven vee

211 Ibid 9 Oct. 1915.
212 Ibid 4 Dec. 1915.p. 182. .
213 CommandantMary S. Allen. ThePioneerPoliceman. (London:Chatto& Wmdus,1925),

pp. 11-12.
214 Ibid. pp. 12, 13,21. " . .
215 PhillipaLevine."Walking theStreetsin a Way no DecentWomanShould. : WomenPolacem
World War 1.' Journalo/ModernHistory. vol. 66, no. I, (Mar. 1994).pAO.
216 Form letter,HomeOffice to ChiefConstables20 Nov. 1911.Citedin ibid p.44.

265



From the evidenceof the activitiesof the Dublin Women'sPatrols,their work, too.

was preventative.AnnaHaslamsucceededin havingpolicewomenappointed:

Miss [sic] Haslamandher colleagueshad beenagitatingfor sometime for
the appointmentof women police officers to look after female and child
offendersin the courts.Her war-time volunteers... gaineda hard core of
knowledgeof the shadowyunderside of the world of bright lights when
Governmentresistancebrokedownso far asto agreeto settingup a forceof
womenpolicelimited in numberandSCOpe.217

Six women were appointedin Dublin by the British authoritiesbut, after

indePendence,'the Dublin Women'sPoliceForce,far from expandingin proportion

to the increasingawarenessof the social necessityfor it, dwindled as memberafter

memberreachedretirementage.'The last memberof 'Dublin's small and singularly

restrictedwomen'spolice force,' Miss Elizabeth Watters, retired in 1956.218 The

foundation of patrols was regardedas a significant achievementof Anna's. An

obituaryby M.T.H. (probablyMary T. Hayden)statedthat:

Shefoundedin 1915theIrish Women'sPatrolsand,until a few monthsago,
regularly attendedthe meetingsof the Executive. She even ... went on
patrol.TheChiefCommissionerof theDublin MetropolitanPolice,Colonel
Johnston,had the highestopinion of Mrs. Haslam'sjudgement,and relied
much on her opinion in the selectionof police-womenand in kindred
matters.219

Thuswomen'spatrolsobviouslyoutlivedthewar. If thewriter is indeedMary

Hayden,sheis well qualifiedto speakwith authorityof Women'sPatrols.In the 1916

reportMiss Hayden,MA wasnamedasjoint presidentof thepatrolcommittee.220

Amazingly Mrs. Haslamwasbackasvice-presidentof the NationalUnion of

WomenWorkers(NUWW) in 1915andrejoicedthattherewas nowanaffiliated Irish

branch.Shehad'long desiredto form a branchin Dublin.'221Anna'sreappointmentas

vice-presidentof the NUWW andthe affiliation of the Dublin branchwas obviously

connectedwith thefoundingofwomen'spatrols.

In 1915 Anna Haslamaddresseda meetingof the Women'sNational Health

Association,chairedby Lady Aberdeen,on thesubjectofwomen'sPatrols'whichhad

lately been instituted in Dublin.' There were now twenty women's patrols

JI7 Irish IndependenJ.9Mar. 1957.
JII Ibid
JI9 The Women'sLeader.8 Dec. 1922.p. 358.
m IWSLGA AnnualReport.1917.p. 6.
2Z1 Ibid. 1915.pp. 6-9.
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concentratedin the central streetsof the city. 'It was very important that more

Catholic ladiesshouldvolunteerfor the work.' Clubs,both Catholic and Protestant

were neededto which the patrols could direct girls.222 It is not statedwhy more

Catholicwomenwereneededfor the work. Onecanonly deducethat, becauseof the

moral questionsinvolved it was desirablethat coreligionistsof the girls who were

perceivedto be at risk, were involved in patrolling the streets. In March 1916,Mrs.

Haslam reported 'that their appeal for more Catholic ladies as patrols had been

successfulandnowmoreProtestantladieswerewanted.,223

Women's patrols were judged a complete successby the IWSLGA: 'the

presenceof thosedevotedwomenin our streets,quietly watchful, tactfully alert to

every opportunityto assistor advisemustbeof enormousmoral effort.'224In 1916it

was noted that Mrs. Haslam 'kept in touch with Colonel Johnston, Chief

Commissionerof the Police who has alreadytaken two of our patrols for regular

police work and intendstaking othersas they are trainedand he has openingsfor

them.'Therewasalsoa recreationroom for girls in Middle Abbey St regardedasan

'importantfactor in the advancement'of the work of the patrols. Later in the report

'our respectedpresident'wascongratulated'on her untiring philanthropicwork, viz.

hersuccessin beingableto appointtwo policewomenfor duty in Dublin.,22S TheIrish

Citizen, was not uncritical of the patrols; it namedthe women appointedas 'Mrs.

Farquharsonand Miss McLoughlin' and hopedthat 'an adequatesalary is paid to

theseladiesandthattheGovernmentarenotaddingto their list ofsweatedlabour.,226

The Irish Citizen reported the fmdings of a committee of women who

attendedcourt cases in order to 'ensurethat while offencesagainstwomen and

children are being heard, someauthoritativewomen should be presentin court to

collect informationand give publicity to points, often unreported,in regardto such

cases.,227 Mrs. Sanderson,an IWSLGA member,wrote a blistering accountof the

first court caseshe witnessedas one of the committeeof 'Women Watching the

Courts' in which sherecountedherhorror, asa suffragist,at the legal inequity of the

case,which wasoneof seduction.Sheemphasisedthe needfor womenasjurors, as

222 IT. 15 Apr. 1915.
223 Ie. May 1916.p. 217.
224 IWSLGA AnnualReport.1915.p. 6.
21S Ibid 1916.pp. 6, 8.
226 Ie. Apr. 1917.p. 253.
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counselandasjudges.228 The trials on which membersof the 'WomenWatchingthe

Court Committee'reportedin The Irish Citizen usually dealt with seductionand

sexual assaultand the accounts included the, usually caustic, commentsof the

'watcher.'The lawyersin a civil caseof seductionin which the manpleadedguilty,

weresaidto have:

laughedand talked about 'humannature.'The girl's agonyand ruined life
were estimatedat the munificent sum of £120, and she and her baby
dismissedwith a wave of the hand ... Therewas no hint of marriage;the
word wasnevermentioned.229

Obviouslythe writer felt that someeffort shouldbemadeto havethe seducer

marry the 'ruined' girl. ThomasHaslamhadsuggestedthe samesolution forty years

previously.230The Irish Citizen'seditorial and featurescoverageof sexual matters

suggeststhat there was no differenceof approachto thesequestionsbetweenthe

militant and nonmilitant suffragesocietiesand also agreedbroadlywith the theories

expressedby ThomasHaslamin his nineteenthcenturyworks. DanaHearne,in an

analysisof thepaper,concludedthatbetweenAugust1912andDecember1913,there

wereat leastthirty-five articles,fourteenof which wereeditorials,on 'white slavery'

or 'commercializedprostitution.,231 Some Irish Citizen pieces bordered on the

hystericalandseemfar-fetchedto today'sreader.An accountof an attemptedattack

on threeyoung girls which had beenfoiled by the interventionof a 'plucky' young

solicitor ended:'What strikesthe merewomanaboutthe tale is the fact that sucha

foul outragecouldbecommitted... andthatno attemptto lYnch thewould beassassin

of maidenhoodis recorded.,232 Another report detailedthe attemptedabductionof

young girls in 'a well-known [but unnamed]Dublin suburb,'by giving them sweets

which were 'provedto containmorphia.,233 However,many thoughtful analytical

pieceson prostitutionwere also published. JamesCousins,one time editor of the

Irish Citizen, delivereda speechto theLiverpool WSPUwhich wasreportedat length

in thepaper.In it heblamed'thelow andselfishcharacter'ofmenfor theexistenceof

prostitution,because'in mattersof sex, man is the naturalaggressor.'The solution

221 Mrs. E. Sanderson.'WatchingtheCourts.' Ie. 19June1915.p. 34.
229 Ie. 20 Nov. 1915.p. 171.
no Haslam.A Few Wordson Prostitution.p. S.
231 DanaHearne.The DevelopmentofIrish FeministThought:a Critical AnalysisofThe Irish Citizen,
1912-1920.UnpublishedPhD.York University.(Ottawa:NationalLibrary oCeanada,1993),p. 144.
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was 'theattainmentof powerby womento mouldeffectively the legislationthat is on

all sidesencroachingon the affairsof womenaswell asmen.,234Cousins'swordsare

an echoof the ideasput forward by ThomasHaslamin his pamphlet publishedover

forty yearspreviously.Haslamhadnamedlimen'sunchastityandmen'sinjustice' as

the causesof prostitution.He too linked the solution of the problemof prostitution

with thegrantingof femalesuffragewhich would allow women'their rightful voice in

the passing of those laws upon which the well-being of both sexes is equally

dependent.'23'

TheEnglishmilitant leader,ChristabelPankhurst,wrote, in a pamphletpraised

by the Irish Citizen, that the cure for venerealdiseasewas 'Votes for Womenand

Chastity for men.' She thought that stateregulationof prostitution was futile; the

'observanceof the samemoral standard'for menandwomenwas 'indispensable'to

the ending of the 'Great Scourge.,236The writings on prostitution of Christabel

Pankhurst,and of the Irish militant opinion shaperswere very similar to, if not

influenced by, thoseof ThomasHaslam. Some feminists in the early twentieth

century strove to constructa positive female sexuality which assertedthat 'sexual

feeling and emotion were natural and beneficial, and that repressionwas harmful

socially, emotionally and psychologically.,237 A short-lived feminist journal called

The Freewomanpublished in England from November 1911 to May 1912, put

forward an alternativepoint of view on male and female sexuality. Contributors

includedRebeccaWest, HavelockEllis and H.G. Wells, whosewritings challenged

contemporaryopinionson marriage,sexuality,sexualenjoyment,and contraception.

Such taboo topics as lesbianismand menstruationwere discussed,but far from

winning convertsto the ideaofa broaderforum ofsexualdebate,thejournalprovoked

'muchdispleasureamongthe leadersof thesuffragecampaign.,231

Suffragists attacked the double standardof sexuality which justified the

existenceof prostitution. They did not recommendsexual freedom for women

however,but soughtratherto end the acceptanceof male sexuallicence.Womenin

parliamentand as voters would be empoweredto strive for moral reform. Lady

2:J4 JamesCousins.'White Slavery:Its CauseandCure.'Ie. 12 July 1913.p. 60.
235 Haslam.A Few WordsonProstitution.pp. 3, 5.
236 ChristabelPankhurst.The GreatScourgeandHowto End It. Cited in Smith. British Women',
Suffrage.p. 96. An Ie editorialof 18 Oct. 1913urgedreadersto buythepamphlet. p. 76.
237 SusanKingsleyKent. SexandSuffragein Britain 1860-1914.(London:Routledge,1995).p. 215.
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Chanceof the constitutionalNationalUnion of WomenSuffi'ageSocieties(NUWSS)

arguedthat as long aswomenwere deniedthe vote 'the doublestandardof morality

for menand women' would continue.Shewrote that suffi'agistswishedto convince

public opinion that 'it is equallywrong for both sexesto transgressthe moral law ...

the Women'sMovementis in fact a greatMoral Movement.,m In Englandas in

Ireland, suffragewritings and utteranceson sexualitywere predicatedon a belief in

the moral superiorityof femalesexualbehaviour.DanaHearnehaswritten that the

key function of the discourseon sexuality in the Irish Citizen "was to show that

women'svoicesand powerwere neededin the public realm in order to transforma

world ... in this new world, male sexuality would be controlled, and the female

standardof chastitywould becomethe norm.,240 Women'sPatrols,althoughengaged

in a 'definitionally masculineandauthoritarianoccuPation',wereessentiallyfeminist,

devotedto protectingwomen from immorality - a dominantmotif of the women's

movementof theperiod.241

Possiblybecauseof the extent of its wartime activities, Anna Haslam felt

obliged to reiterate the IWSLGA'a commitment to suffrage in 1915, when she

proposeda resolutionthatthecommittee're-affirmsits adherenceto its chiefaims'of

the parliamentaryvote to women on the same terms as men. Women must be

included 'in any schemefonnulatedfor the future of Ireland.' All Irish MPs were

circulatedwith a copyof theresolution.242

The 1915IWSLGA fePOrtcongratulatedMr. Haslamon his ninetiethbirthday.

'We rejoice that Mr. and Mrs. Haslamare still with us with clear brains and able

handsever working to further our interests... [with] unflinching devotion to the

women'scause,the advancementof which is the oneand only foundationfor sound

reform.' OnNovember8th 1915,ThomasHaslam'veteranchampionof the cause'

readhis paperSomeLast Wordson Women'sSuffrageto an IWSLGA audience.The

following weekheaddressedthemilitant Irish Women'sFranchiseLeague (lWFL) on

the sametopic andhis speechwasPrintedin full in The Irish Citizen. 24J The IWFL

239 Lady Chance.Women'sSuffrageand Morality: AnAddressto Married Women.(London:NUWSS,
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notesin the 'Irish SuffrageActivities' columnwas alsodevotedto theHaslamspeech.

He wascomparedto Mr. Gladstone'who also grew more progressiveas yearswent

on.' Mrs. SheehySkeffingtonin proposingthevoteof thanks to Thomassaidthat the

Haslams''lives were an inspirationto us all.' Obviously no legacyof bitternessor

personalanimosity resultedfrom the differencesbetweenthe Haslamsand IWFL.

The reporthopedthat Mrs. Haslamwould 'give [the IWFL] ... a specialeveningand

tell usmoreofherwonderfully interestinglife experiences.,244

Thomas'spaper,publishedin 1916,could be said to be an apologiafor his

life's work. It is a stylish, convincing, closely arguedpolemic which conclusively

demonstratesthe unimpairedmentalcapabilitiesof this ninety yearold man. Haslam

uses'we' throughout,referringperhapsto thepartnershipof Annahimself,or perhaps

he is includingtheaudienceof suffragistsupporters.24S Theexperienceof working for

fifty yearsfor women'ssuffragehasbeen,'uponthe whole' satisfactory. Despitethe

failure to attain 'the main object of our exertions' much had been achieved.He

predictedcorrectlythatsomeform of enfranchisementwould be grantedat the endof

the War. He demandednothinglessthanfull adult suffrage:'We shouldabandon...

paltry exclusions,... adoptthe frankly democraticprinciple ... for all capablewomen

... in otherwords,all our adult women.'246 He arguesthat, without representation,no

group is evertreatedequitably,citing asan example'the repressivetreatmentwhich

our Trade Unionists receiveduntil Mr. Disraeli and Mr. Gladstonecarried their

respectivedemocraticextensionsof the Franchisein 1867and 1884.'Furthermorehe

urged that women must 'obtain an adequaterepresentation... in the House of

Commonsand possibly in the House of Lords ... likewise in the Cabinet.' The

propertyqualificationhadno 'ethicalvalidity.' It is preciselythosewithout property

who most urgently neededthe vote. The rich had protection,'the Law Courts,the

Police Force, and, in the last resort the Soldiery are always more or less at their

service.,247

He wrote of the militant movementmore in sorrowthan in anger. 'Suffrage

has beenso long withheld thata few of our moreimpulsivewomen,grown wearyof

the protractedstruggle,asa practicalprotest,haveallowedthemselvesto be goaded

244 IC 20Nov. 1915. p.171.
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into regrettableactsof violence.,248 Thecauseofwomen'ssuffragehadgainedgeneral

acceptance.Tradeunionscongressesevidencedno oppositionto full adult suffrage;

eventheattitudesof conservativeclassesindicateda remarkablechangein thegeneral

feeling.249 He quotedfrom the 1914debatein theHouseofCommons,anextractfrom

a speechof Mr. Clough which, he says,summedup the entire casefor women's

suffragein a nutshell:

I want HonourableMembers... to admit that ...their mothers,their sisters,
their daughtersand their wives, are as fully entitled to the Parliamentary
Franchise,on absolutelyequal terms, as their fathers, their brothers,their
sonsand themselves; and if this be establishedin regard to the female
relativesof HonourableMembersof this House,it logically follows that it
consistentlyand justly applies in every housethroughoutthe length and
breadthof theUnitedKingdom.2so

Haslamforecastcorrectlythat 'if all our adultwomenwereenfranchised,they would

addnot a revolutionary,but a reasonablyconservativeelementto our electorate.'He

did not proposeresumptionof agitation until war has concluded. In the event of

Home Rule, he is sure that 'whatever course is adopted by the Parliamentat

Westminsterwill be followed at CollegeGreen.,251 He endedby stressingthat the

extentof the franchisemeasurethatwould certainly 'follow the terminationof war on

bothsidesof theChannel'would dependonthe 'attitudeandearnestnessdisplayedby

ourwomenthemselves.,252

This speech,deliveredby a very old man,as its title suggests,is a valedictory

statement;it is alsoa personalcredo.It is requiredreadingfor anyonewho dismisses

Haslamastypically conservativeandmiddle-class.While it couldbe arguedthat the

languageis paternalistic- 'ourwomen'- the ideasexpressedareradicalandinclusive.

The civil rights of the poor areprivilegedover thoseof the rich. It is not enoughto

give all adultwomenthe vote, they mustalsowin seatsin parliament.He recognised

that women must achieve cabinet positions, in order that they might influence

legislationpertainingto their lives. Otherpointsraisedby him includethe injusticeof

laws of inheritance'which so oftenconferthe bulk of the bequeathedpropertyupon

the sons,to the exclusionof the daughters.'Referenceto the war, couchedin careful

248 Ibid p.1l.
249 Ibid p.l3.
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language,is far from bellicoseanddemonstratesat the very least,an ambivalenceon

his part. He talks aboutthe self-sacrificingspirit 'in which our mothers,in obedience

to what they havebelievedto be the call of duty, havesenthundredsof thousandsof

their dearly loved sonsto die.'253 The unitedstrengthof menandwomenwasneeded

to solvetheproblemof:

our ruinoussystemof AggressiveWars, which is wastingthe energiesof all
our leadingnations; it is we, men,who upholdit for the gratificationof our
selfishambitions; our womenareits helplessvictims ; and,until theyobtain
their legitimateinfluencein the Councilsof the world, I canseeno prospect
of its termination.2s4

Women'sparticipationwasalsoneededto solvethetemperanceproblem,theproblem

of pauperism,and 'what is euphemisticallycalledtheSocialEvil.' The latterproblem

would never be solved by men alone because'it is we, men, who are mainly

responsiblefor its existence.,255

Thesewere indeedThomas'slast wordson suffrage.He died in January1917

in his ninety-secondyear, of influenza. The IWSLGA report for 1916 had not yet

goneto pressandwhenpublishedincludedthe shockedannouncement:'A calamity

has befallenthe suffrage causein Ireland. We havelost a championby the deathof

Mr. T.J. Haslam.' Theobituary,ona pageedgedwith a deepblackborder,statedthat

Thomashad 'beautifulfaith in woman'sability to usefor the goodof the world those

advantageshe worked so hard to obtain for them.' A meetingon the 22Dd February

passeda resolution proposed by Lady Dockrell which recorded the 'senseof

irreparableloss' suffered by the committeeand conveyed'heartfelt sympathy' to

Annaandnotedtheir 'deepfeeling of appreciationfor his long andunweariedefforts

on behalf of women's suffrage and his unselfish devotion to the service of

humanity.,256 Thomas'sconviction that the empowerment,gainedby womenby the

grantingof the franchise,would resultin the improvementof mankind,a point argued

compellingly in his final pamphlet,was recognisedin the obituary. The conviction

that woman was not merely equal, but in many casessuperior, to the male of the

speciesis a recurringthemein his work. His final pamphletwasa bold assertionof

his radical beliefs, so different from the relatively modestsuggestionsof his early

253 Ibid p. 10.
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workson suffrage.Perhapsit is possibleto traceanevolutionin his feminismfrom his

suffrage pamphlets;it is, however,more likely, as has beenarguedhere, that he

always held the convictionsexpressedin his last pamphlet.He was careful in his

earlierworks not to antagonisepotentialsupportersby advancingideaswhich would

bejudgedtoo radical. As theprolongedsuffragecampaigngraduallyeducatedpublic

opinion,his argumentsbecamebolder.Sadly,his deathwaslessthantwo yearsbefore

his wife first casthervote. TheIrish Citizensummedup 'his outstandingqualities...

Truth, Simplicity, Activity andLove ofPeace.'2S7

The 1917 IWSLGA report containedthe tersephrase:'our causeis won.,2S1

This referredto the decisionof the governmentto compile a new registerof voters

basedon war servicein orderto overcomethedifficulties of including fighting menin

the event of an election being called. The NUWSS wrote to the prime minister

pointing out that womenwerecarryingout war work and,althoughthey hadno wish

for controversywhile war continued,they could not allow a changein conditionsfor

the male voter without pressingthe claims of women.2S9 Suffragework resumed,

albeit of the most restrainedand subduedvariety. MPs were lobbied. Public opinion

waswith the women.The Observer,andmanyothernewspapersonceopposedto the

cause werenow in favour: 'In the past we have opposedthe claim ... We were

wrong.' 260 The deliberationsof the governmentultimately resulted in a women's

suffrageclausebeing insertedin the Representationof the PeopleBill, which was

passedwithout a division. The Irish Citizen announced:'A great triumph has been

achieved'but regrettedthat 'sodeeplyarewomenpre-occupiedwith otheraffairs ... it

would seemthepowerof thevotewerebeingput into an inert hand.'Thevictory was

attributed'to thesacrificesand labourof otherdays.,261 In February1918,the 'Royal

Assent'was given to the Representationof PeopleAct', which enfranchisedwomen

over 30 who were householdersor the wives of householders,occupiersof property

with a £5 'annualvalue',graduatesof a British university,or thosewho had fulfilled

the qualification for graduation but were not being allowed to graduate(as in

CambridgeUniversity).262

�~�7 IC. Feb. 1917.p. 245.
�~�. IWSLGA AnnualReport. 1917.p. 4.
259 Strachey.Cause. p. 352.
260 Observer.13 Aug. 1916citedin ibid. p. 354 .
16\ Ie. July 1917.p. 367
162 Rover.Women'sSuffrage.p. 223.
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Mrs. Haslamwasnot preparedto reston her laurels.Sheregardedthe victory

as 'limited' and attemptedto foster cooPerationbetweenthe different societiesin

Irelandto work togetherfor'certainreforms.'In March 1918,sheorganisedmeetings

'of delegatesfrom mostof the Irish SuffrageSocieties.' Threemeetingstook place

but 'the delegates unanimously decided not to form, for the present, any

amalgamation... The feeling of the conferencebeing that political differencesareat

presentsostrongin Irelandthata closerunion in a societyor federationwould beout

of the question.'DespiteMrs. Haslam'sfailure to unite suffragistwomenof different

political Persuasion,herachievementin conveningthemeetingswasacknowledged:

This further work of Mrs. Haslamfor the causeof feminism in Ireland is

muchappreciated,andit is significantof the esteemin which sheis heldby

Irish suffragistsofall political creedsthattheyareuniting in thepresentation

of an addressof congratulationto her upon the realisationof her life's

work.263

The electionof December1918the first generalelectionin which women(or

at leastsomeof them)could vote and standfor election,was markedby a touching

tributeto Mrs. Haslam:

On ElectionDay theLeaguewasrepresentedwith its bannersandcoloursat
joint demonstrationsorganised by the various suffrage and women's
organisationsfor Mrs. Haslam the veteran Irish suffrage leader. She
recordedher vote in the midstof an admiringfeminine throngto cheerher,
was presentedwith a bouquetin suffragecolours for the occasion... It
sPeakswell for the broadmindednessof the new womenvotersthat women
of all parties- Unionist, Irish PartyandSinnFein- joinedheartily to honour
Mrs. Haslamandsuffrage.264

The Freeman'sJournal statedsimply that: 'Mrs. Haslam voted at William street

Courthouse.Sheis 90 yearsold, andmadea SPeechin this electionin supportof Sir

Maurice Dockrell. She ... looked charmingly venerable.,265 The writer of this

accountdid not think it necessaryto explainto readerswho Mrs. Haslamwas,which

suggeststhatherstatuswould be instantlyrecognisableto readers.Anna'sonly regret

wasthatThomas'wasnot presentto shareherjoy.'266TheIrish Citizenalsoregretted

that 'her devotedhusband... a life long friend of the causedid not live to seeits

263 Ie. Apr. 1918.p. 605.
264 Ie. Jan.1919.p. 643.
2M FJ. 16 December1918.p. 5.
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victory.,267 An analysisof voting preferencesin the Rathminesconstituency,showed

that suffragistsdid not vote en bloc: 'Mrs. Kettle and ProfessorMary Haydenback

one candidate,the Irish Party nominee,while Mrs. Haslamswearsallegianceto the

Conservative,Sir Maurice Dockrell, and Mrs. SheehySkeffington supportsSinn

Fein.268 It waspointedout that all of the candidatessupportedby thesewomenwere

themselvessuffragists.

CountessMarkieviczwaselectedasa Sinn Fein memberfor SouthDublin,

the only womanto be electedin GreatBritain and Ireland. Seventeenotherwomen

candidateswere defeated including prominent campaignerssuch as Christabel

Pankhurst,CharlotteDespard,EmmelinePethick-Lawrenceand Ray Strachey.The

electionof ConstanceMarkievicz,of greatsignificancein the historyof suffrage,was

inextricably linked to her participation in the Rising of 1916 and the Sinn Fein

landslidein 1918.

The work of the IWSLGA was not over. 'In view of the partial victory

obtainedunder the Representationof the PeopleAct,' the committeeresolved to

devoteits energiesto the promotionof the extensionof the vote 'to womenon the

sametermsasmen.' It would henceforthpromotethe electionof suitablewomenas

MPs and work to ensurethe registrationof qualified womanvoters.269 In 1918 the

IWSLGA was rechristened the Irishwomen Citizens' and Local Government

Association(IWCLGA). The substitutionof the word 'citizens' for 'suffrage' in the

title celebratedthe attainmentof citizenship;citizen was a significant word in the

dictionary of feminism. JamesCousinshad earlier defined it: 'not merely as an

academicideabut of social reconstructionin which the feminineandmasculinesides

of humanityshouldshareequallythe work of life, andenjoy equally the productsof

their work.'270 The membersof the IWCLGA sawcitizenshipnot merelyasa right to

beenjoyed,butasa statewhichbroughtwith it dutiesandresponsibilities.

Although Anna Haslamwas ninety in 1919,shetravelledto London for the

readingof the EmancipationBill. 271 Shedescribedher activitieswhile in Londonas

266 The Woman'sLeader.8 Dec. 1922.p. 358.
'1IJ7 Ie. Jan.1919.p. 643.
261 Ie. Dec.1918.p. 633.
269 DoraMellone.Prefaceto ReportsoftheIWSLGAfrom 1896to 1918.(Dublin: Ormond,1919),

pp.8-9.
270 Ie., 17 May 1913.p. 411.
271 This wasa LabourPartyprivatemember'sbill designed'to removeatonesweepall theremaining
disabilitiesofwomen.'TheBill waseventually quashedby theLords. See Straehey.Cause.p. 375.
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going 'to the Houseof Commonsto interview MPs on the Bill, attendingto a

meetingon proportional representationin the Carlton Hall, visiting various friends

and relationsand going to a medium.,272 Obviously, neither the attainmentof the

vote nor her great age preventedher from continuing to take an active interest in

reform. Anna also describeda meetingin Dublin, held under the auspicesof 'our

Association'to advocateProportionalRepresentation:

I was one of the namesproposedat test election. Unfortunately the Sinn

Feinerswere in the majority in the Hall + the CountessMarkievicz got 6

morevotesthanI did tho' shedid not get a singlevote no. 1 + I got 20 - it

wasa very interestingexperiment.273

Anna Haslamwas active up to the last few weeksof her life. On her ninety-third

birthday in April 1922, therewas a 'touching little function' at which shewas 'the

recipientof a presentation'from membersof the IWCLGA and other friends. 'The

accompanyingaddressspokeof the stimulusand inspiration' of her life to others.'

Mrs Haslamwasgratefulfor the 'generousgift andkind words.'Thewriter concluded

'it is for us to thankher.,274 A few daysbeforeherdeathshewasvisited at homeby

the first female Clerk of the Petty Sessions,Miss Frost. Anna had lobbied for the

appointmentof a woman to the post and 'starteda subscriptionto meet the legal

expensesinvolved.,275

The IWCLGA was prominent in feminist campaignsin post-independent

Ireland. The 1925 Civil ServiceRegulation(Amendment)Bill proposedto exclude

womenfrom thehighergradesin thecivil service.The 1927JuriesAct soughtto deny

womenthe right to sit on juries, a basicduty of citizenship,on the groundsthat the

vastmajority of womencitizenswould be grateful to be relievedof jury duty.276The

IWCLGA protestedthat employmentin the civil serviceshouldbe based,not on the

genderof the candidates,but on their competencyfor thejob. Onecanhearthe voice

of Anna Haslamin the IWCLGA's protestagainstthe proposedJuriesAct: 'Women

m AH to Marie Stopes.7Feb. 1919.BL. Add ms.?Postcard
:m AH to Marie Stopes.1 Nov. 1919.BL Add ms58685, H126.
274 Woman'sLeader. 17 Apr. 1922.p. 82.
275 Ibid.. 8 Dec. 1922. p. 318.
276 CatrionaBeaumont'WomenandthePoliticsof Equality: The Irish Women'sMovement1930-
1943.MaryannGialanellaValiulis andMary O'Dowd(eds.),Womenin Irish History. (Dublin:

Wolfhound, 1997),p. 175.
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had no right to evadeany dutiesand responsibilitiesinvolved in citizenship.,277 The

Civil ServiceAct wasdefeatedin the Seanad.The JuriesAct becamelaw however, ,

but an amendmentwasaddedwhich allowedwomento sit on juries but only if they

specifically applied. Despiteits efforts to unite 'Irish womenof all politics and all

creedsfor thestudyandpracticeof goodcitizenship'theassociationremaineda small

Dublin basedgroup.27. Members included SenatorJenny Wyse Power and Mary

Hayden. The associationmergedin 1947with a 'newandvigorousgroup',the Irish

HousewivesAssociation.279

The Irish Citizen's claim in 1918, that Irishwomen had achievedthe vote

'Thanks mainly to the efforts of the Irish Women's FranchiseLeague' must be

challenged.280 The victory in Ireland was an inextricablepart of the wider British

victory. The relative importanceof the constitutionaland militant societiesin the

winning of thevotecontinuesto be a matterof debate.While it is undeniablethat the

entry of the militants into the fray generatedan enormousupsurgeof interestin the

suffragemovementin Ireland as in England, in reality 'the constitutionalsocieties

absorbedmany new members whowere rousedby the militant drum but could not

marchto it. ,211 The tacticsof militants undoubtedlyalienatedparliamentarysupport

andmay haveactually imPededlegislativeprogress. Womenof the IWFL, however,

had an input into the eventualinclusionof full adult suffragein the Irish FreeState

Constitutionof 1922,which gavethevoteto all womenovertwenty-one.212

The constitutional IWSLGA may have seemedstaid and cautious when

comparedwith the flamboyantbehaviourof the IWFL but it wasnot replacedby it.

The analysis in this chapterof the twentieth century campaignof the IWSLGA

challengesthe impressioncreatedby historiansof the Irish suffragecampaign,that the

IWFL effectively SUPersededthe outmoded older organisation. Admittedly the

IWSLGA was at a disadvantagein that its leadershipwas part of the dying fall of

SouthernUnionism, while the IWFL was lifted by the buoyantvibrancy of self­

confidentnationalism.TheIWSLGA, despitetheunionismof the leadership,kept true

277 Ibid
271 Ibid p.176
219 Hilda Tweedy.A Link in theChain: The Storyo/theIrish Housewives'Association/942-/992.

(Dublin: Attic Press,1992), p. 22.
210 Ie. Dec. 1918.p. 633.
211 Fulford. Votes/orWomen.p. 299.
212 See.Owens.SmashingTimes.p 130;Ward.HannaSheehySkeffington.pp. 249-25I.
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to its non-partycredowhile the IWFL wasrePeatedlydrawninto a debatewith those

of feminist leaningswithin the separatistmovement.Despitetheir differences,the

minutebookandreportsof the IWSLGA andthe pagesof the Irish Citizenrevealthe

mutual resPectand regard the leadershipof each organisationfelt for the other.

Comparisonsbetweenthewritings on suffrageandsexualityin theIrish Citizenandin

the works of ThomasHaslam reveal that both organisationsharedan ideology,and

weredividedonly by theirmethodologies.

AnnaandThomasHaslamdevotedalmostfifty yearsof their lives to the fight

for suffrage. Their methodswereconstitutional,peaceful,law-abidingand inclusive.

TheyrePeatedlystressedthattheirclaimwas'reasonableandmoderate'- that 'women

shouldhavethe votesupon the sametermsas men.,283 Their Perseverance,despite

repeateddisappointments,demonstratestheir unshakeableconvictionof thejusticeof

thecause.

213 DWSA Report.1899.p. 7.
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Conclusion

AnnaHaslam'sdeathon 28 November1922wasalmostsynonymouswith the

birth of the Irish FreeState.While the constitutionof the new stategranteduniversal

adult suffrage, 'votes for women' did not herald the emergenceof an enlightened

social policy as prophesiedby Thomasand Anna Haslam. The era of the socially

radical politicised womenwas at anend, helpedby the abstentionistpolicies of the

Civil Warwhichensuredthat five of the six womenelectedin 1922did not taketheir

seatsin the DAil. Their relationshipto dead heroesbecamethe criterion for the

selectionof womenas political candidatesby the major partiesand, when elected,

they toedtheparty line. AnnaHaslam'sdeathwould appearto havesignalledtheend,

ratherthanthebeginningofa BraveNew World for women.Two daysafterherdeath,

however,the Irish Timesprintedan article, 'The GreatUnpaid: AnotherDemandfor

Reform',calling for an end 'to so many inequalitiesof rights' betweenhusbandsand

wives.' The writer demandedthat, within marriage,'womanmustreceivereward' for

herwork within thehomenot as 'favoursflung by a generoushand'but asa 'just and

legitimateright.'I The inclusionof sucha piecein the very issueof the conservative

Irish Timeswhich announcedthedeathof'A WomanPioneer'seemsaptandmaynot

havebeencoincidence.

The lives of Thomasand Anna Haslamwere dedicatedto the attainmentof

women'sequality. They were feministsbeforethe word wascoined.In an erawhen

respectablewomenwere not supposedto know of the existenceof prostitutes,Anna

becameempoweredto do the unthinkable,not only to speakin public but to discuss

openly matters sexual and to attack the double standardof sexuality which was

enshrinedin the official treatmentof prostitutes.Their life-long commitmentto the

causeof women'ssuffrageneverfaltered,despitethe repeateddiscouragementof the

fateofbills defeatedin theHouseofCommons.

Anna Haslamwas a text book exampleof the evolution of a feminist. Her

Quakerupbringing,herpracticalespousalof theanti-slaverycausein earlychildhood,

her educationand brief career as a teacherand, her administrative skills were

I IT. 30 Nov. 1922.
280



characteristicof the feminist profile. Her marriage,like that of Millicent Fawcett,

MargaretCousinsand HannaSheehySkeffington was to an active suffragist. The

involvementof menin amovementessentiallyled andOPeratedby womenin a world

in which men had hegemonyis remarkable.The story of women's struggle for

equality incorporatesmen who were forging a new construct of 'masculinity.'

ThomasHaslamwould apPearto havebeencomfortablewith his acknowledgedrole

ashis wife's helPer.Onecouldarguethat his auxiliary capacitywasnot unrelatedto

his fmancial dependenceon his wife. This is unlikely to be the case;his formulation

of a feminist theory apPearsto havebeenpredicatedas much uponthe necessityof

rethinkingthenatureofmanasupontherightsofwomen. He recognisedthe injustice

of the prevailing double standardof morality and demandedof men the same

standardsof behaviourassocietyhadpreviouslydemandedof women. 'Chastityfor

men' wasthe message.'Manliness'washenceforthto be characterisedby sexualself

control. ThomasHaslamsoughtto improvesocietynot only by fighting to alter the

statusof women,but by rethinkingthe very ideal of manhood.It mustbe statedthat

his messageof 'chastityfor men' would not appearto haveinvolved any changeof

life-style for himself. His theoriesof hereditypresentedhim with the headyprosPect

ofhis works impingingbeneficiallyon the livesof futuregenerations.

TheHaslams'seeminglycelibatemarriage,ironically for a coupleinterestedin

birth control, was the inevitable outcomeof their decision not to have children.

Perhapsit wasanequallyan inevitableresultof the marriageof feminist ideaswith a

beliefin theVictorianstereotyPeof theasexualwoman. Thomaswasundoubtedlythe

feminist theorist of the couple. Anna was a 'ceaselessreader' of material which

'fortified herambitions'who appliedfeminist ideasto variouscampaignsfor reform.

Although their endeavourstook place in Ireland they saw themselvesas part of a

wider movementfor the transformationof society. It is a matterfor regretthat Anna

did not commitherideasto paPerasshewas'forceful andadroit in herargument'and

adeptatexploitationofeventsto hammerhomehermessage.2

The Haslamsrepresentedan Irelandwhich did not survivethem. While they

were dedicatedto the union with Westminster,they workedhappily with thosewho

appliedthemselvesto its destruction. Although in manyways they exemplifiedthe

virtuesof their Quakerbackgrounds,they did not subscribeto any organisedreligion.
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Despiteliving in straitenedcircumstances,theywerepartof an urbanintellectualelite

andparticipatedin thesocialandcultural life of Dublin for overfifty years.

It is tempting to sPeculatehow the Haslams would have fared m post

indePendenceIreland. HannaSheehySkeffington who had imPeccablenationalist

credentials,waseffectively marginalised. It is likely that they would haveprotested

againstdiscriminatorylegislationin their usual law abidingmannerbut, in a country

which quickly develoPedanoverwhelminglyRomanCatholicethos,would they have

had a voice or a constituency?Ironically, Thomas'steachingon chastitywould have

found favourwith thehierarchy;his messagewasdisseminatedin a simplerandmore

piousmannerin numerousCatholicTruth Societypamphlets.TheProtestantminority

neversoughtto subvertthe institutionsof the state,was careful not to criticise and

kept its collectiveheaddown. Dail Eireannwasnot bombardedwith Petitionsfor the

restorationof divorce facilities or the unbanningof birth control. Thosewho sought

suchamenitiesobtainedthem quietly 'in anotherjurisdiction.' Fifty yearswere to

passbeforethe condomwielding 'comelymaidens'eruptedon to the front pagesof

the SundaypaPers.Theywere,oneimagines,thespiritual descendantsof the militant

ratherthantheconstitutionalsuffragemovement.

Onceand for all we needto commit ourselvesto the conceptthat women's
rights are not factional or sectionalprivileges,bestowedon the few at the
whim of the many. They arehumanrights. In a societyin which the rights
andpotentialofwomenareconstrainedno mancanbetruly free.3

Thesewords spokenby Mary Robinsonas Presidentof Ireland are an echoof the

principles to which the Haslamsdedicatedtheir lives and are, Perhaps,a tribute to

their efforts.

2 FJ 1 Dec. 1922.
3 PresidentMary Robinson.'Strikinga Balance.The AllenLane FoundationLecture.delivered2S
Feb. 1992.Typescript.(PressRelease).
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Appendix1

ChronologyofParliamentaryEvents.

1866June 7

1867May 20

1870 May 4

May 12
1871 May 3
1872May 1
1873Apr. 30
1875Apr. 7
1876Apr. 26
1877June 6
1878June19
1879Mar. 7

1881

1882July 21

1883July 6
1884June12

1884Nov. 25

1885

1886 Feb. 19

1887Jan.3

1887July 20
1888June6

1888July 24

Presentationof first Petitionto Parliamentby
JohnStewartMill andHenry Fawcett
Debateon. 1. S. Mill's amendmentto the
Government's'Representationof the PeopleBill',
Clause4, 'to leaveout theword "man" in orderto
inserttheword "person"insteadthereof
'Women'sDisabilitiesBill,' introducedby Jacob
Bright (Lib. Manchester),passed2ndReading
Bill rejectedin Committee
2ndReadingdebateon similar bill
2nd Readingdebateon similar bill
2ndReadingdebateon similar bill
2nd Readingdebateon similar bill
2nd Readingdebateon similar bill
2nd Readingdebateon similar bill
2nd Readingdebateon similar bill
Resolutionin favourofwomen'ssuffrage
introducedby L. Courtney
Resolutionintroducedby Mr. Hugh Mason(Lib.,
Ashton-under-Lyne)
Similar resolution

Similar resolution
Debate on amendmentby Wm. WoodalI (Lib.,
Stoke-on-Trent) to the 'Representationof the
PeopleBill': 'For all purposes... the masculine
genderincludewomen'
'ParliamentaryFranchise(Extensionto Women)
Bill' introducedby Wm. WoodaIl. Division on
whetherleavebe givento bring in the bill
Bill reintroducedby Woodall

L. CourtneyreintroducedWoodall'sbill

In Houseof Lords,Lord Denmanreintroducedhis
Bill (first bill tabledin 1884). Lord Salisbury
moved'thatthe Bill be readthis day six months'
Wm. WoodaIl reintroducedhis bill
Similar bill reintroducedby Baron Dimsdale(C.
HertsN.)
'Representationof the People (Extension to
Women)' Bill introducedby W. S. B. Mclaren
(Lib. Cheshire,Crewe)

283

Majority of 123 against
amendment

Majority of33 in favour

Majority of 126against
Majority of 69 against
Majority of 79 against
Majority of 67 against
Majority of 35 against
Majority of 87 against
Bill talkedout
Majority of 80 against
Majority of 114against

Day takenfor Government
business
Withdrawn,asprevious
businesswasprolonged
beyondmidnight
Majority of 16 against
Majority of 136against

Majority of 21 in favourbut
2ndReadingdeferred

After two adjournments,day
takenfor Government
business
Read2ndtime without
division but furtherprogress
blocked
Salisbury'smotioncarried
without a division

Day takenby Government
Day takenby Government

Day takenby Government



1889Apr. 17 Woodall'sBill reintroduced Day takenby Easterrecess
1890Mar. 4 Resolutionsetdownby W. S. B. MeLaren Adjourned,thencrowded

out
June 3 Resolutionsetdownby BaronDimsdale Priority givento

Governmentmeasures
June6 Resolutionsetdownby CalebWright (Lib.

Lancs,Leigh)
1891Apr. 30 Debateon whetherdayfor Woodall'sbill (May Majority of59 againstre-

B) bekept tainingday; Bill discharged
1892Apr.27 2ndReadingdebateon 'ParliamentaryFranchise Majority of 23 against

(Extensionto Women)Bill' introducedby Sir
Albert Rollit (C. IslingtonS.)

1893Mar.8 CharlesMcLaren'sbill (Lib. Leics.W.) secondon Crowdedoutby Ratingof
theOrdersof theday MachineryBill

1894 Attemptby ViscountWoImer(Lib.U., HantsE.) Bill did not reachCommittee
to amendGovennnent's'Registrationof Electors
(Amendment)Bill', 'Thatit bean instructionto
theCommitteethattheyhavepowerto provide
for theregistrationofduly qualifiedwomento
voteat ParliamentaryElections'

1895 W. S. B. McLarenobtainedaplacefor aResolut- Resolutionhadto be with-
ion andC. Macdona(C. Rotherhithe)ahopeless drawnasMacdonarefused
placefor abill to withdrawbill

1896May 20 'ParliamentaryFranchise(Extensionto Women) Daytakenby Government
Bill' introducedby F. Faithfull Begg(C. business
Glasgow,St. Rollox) first on Ordersof theDay

1897Feb.3 2ndReadingof similarbill, introducedby Majority of 71 in favour
Faithfull Begg Committeestagenot reached

1897Mar. 8 Bill introducedin Lordsby Lord Templeton Dukeof Devonshire(in
Salisbury'sabsence)ad-
visedHousenot to dealwith
questionuntil bill sentto
themfrom lowerHouse

1899 Resolutionssetdownby Faithfull BeggandJ. T. Daystakenby Government
Firbank(C. Hull E.)

1900 Mar. 6 Resolutionsetdownby Wm. Johnston(Lab. All Tuesdaysup to Easter
WarwickshireN.E.) takenby Government

1901 Mar. 19 Resolutionssetdownby T. C. Taylor(Lib. Day takenby Government
Radcliffe,Lanes)andGeneralLaurie(C.
Pembroke)

1904Mar. 16 Sir CharlesMcLaren'sresolutiondebated Majority of 114 in favour
1905May 12 Debateon Bill introducedby BamfordSlack(Lib. Debateadjourned

HertsMid.)
1905June23 Debatecontinued Bill talkedout
1906Mar. 2 2ndReadingdebateon Adult SuffrageBill Talkedout

introducedby Sir CharlesDilke (Lib. Gloues.,
Forestof Dean)

1906Apr. 25 Debateon Resolutionmovedby Keir Hardie Talkedout
(Lab. MerthyrTydfil)

1907Mar. 8 2 nd Readingdebateon bill introducedby W.H Talkedout
Dickinson(Lib. St. PancrasN.)

1907Mar. 13 Sir CharlesMcLaren'sresolutionobtainedfirst Ruledoutoforder,as
place MauriceLevy gavenoticeof

Adult Suffragebill
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1908Feb.28

1909Mar. 19

1910July 11
12

1911 May 5

2ndReadingdebateon bill introducedby Henry
York Stanger(Lib. N. Kensington)

2ndReadingdebateon Adult SuffrageBill
introducedby GeoffreyHoward(Lib. CumboN.)

2ndReadingdebateon 1st 'Conciliation'bill,
introducedby D. J. Shackleton(Lab. Clitheroe)

2ndReadingof2nd 'Conciliation'bill, introduced
by Sir GeorgeKemp(Lib.V., Lanes.,Heywood)

Majority of 179 in favour
Referred to Committee of
the WholeHouse

Majority of35 in favour
Referredto Committeeof
Whole House
Majority of 109 in favour.
Referredto Committeeof
Whole Houseby majority of
145
Majority of 167in favour.
Referredto Committeeof
WholeHouse

1911 May 12

1912Mar. 28

1912Nov. 5

1913Jan.23
24
27

1913May 3
6

1914May 5
6

1918Feb.6

Lord Mayorof Dublin presentedWomen's
suffragePetitionat Barof Houseof Commons
2ndReadingdebateon 3rd 'Conciliation'bill Majority of 14 against
(identicalwith 2nd) introducedby J. T. Agg-
Cardner(C. Cheltenham)
Amendmentin favourof inclusionof womenat Majority of 173 against
Committeestageof Irish HomeRuleBill, moved
by Philip Snowden(Lab. Blackburn)
CommitteeStageof Government's'Franchiseand Bill withdrawn
Registration'Bill. (2ndReadingpassedin July
1912)
2nd Readingdebateon W. H. Dickinson's Majority of47 against
'Representationof the PeopleBill'
2ndReadingdebatein Houseof Lordson Lord Majority of44 against
Selborne's'Women'sEnfranchisementBill
(Lords)'

The Royal Assentgivento theGovernment's'Representationof thePeopleAct', containing
(interalia) provisionsfor women'ssuffrage.

In addition totheabove,thequestionofwomen'ssuffragewasraisedin theHouseofCommonsat Question
Time on manyoccasionsbetween1905and 1914.Many Petitionswerepresentedto Parliamentsubsequent
to thatof 1866.

C.-Conservative Lib.U.-Liberal Unionist Lib.-Liberal
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Appendix2

Documentcompiledby AnnaHaslam.

SocietiesthatMrs .Haslamhasbeenconnectedwith.

ThosemarkedX Hon.Secor treasurer.

SoupKitchenYoughal
Olive LeafYoughalX
OP. PostYoughal X? [I havenot identifiedthis association]
Anti slaveryYoughal
Queen'sInstitute Dublin
Women'sSuffrageX
RathminesNight School
CDAX
Social Purity X
Women'sTradeUnion
StJohn'sAmbulance
WomenDoctors
RathminesLiteraryX
FriendsEducationSociety
Schoolmistresses'Association
Women'sLiberal Union X
RathminesUnionistSociety X
CentralUnionistCommitteeGraftonSt.
Women'sPatrol

In a smallerway

SanitarySociety
FreshAir Society
Preventionofcruelty
VigilanceAssociation
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Appendix3

Manuscriptin AnnaHaslam'shandwriting.

Mrs AnnaMariaHaslam(neeFisher)wasbornin Youghal,Co.CorkApril 6th 1829­
shewasthe 16th ofa largefamily. Her parentsAblDl & JaneFisherwereactiveworkers
in mostof thephilanthropiccausesof thatera & entertainedrepresentativesin their
home Springfield.., chiefamong themanti-slaveryandTemperance. Shortlyafterher
returnfrom Friends'schoolin York in 1845Mrs. H's first public work commenced.­
helping in theSoupKitchenstartedon theoccasionofthepotatoe(sic) famine46
etc-thenfollowed teachingsomepoorgirls fancy knitting andcrochet- theyat first
metin herfather'skitchen Springfieldin theeveningsuntil thegirls & theconsequent
ordersgot too numerousandin thefuturetheyworkedin their own homes- manyof
thegirls werehelpedto emigrate- someofthiswork found its way to India - America
etc. - On themarriageofMrs.H & hersisterthenunsin Youghaltook it up- extended
it - taughtembroideryetc. - havebeenvery successful- somebeautifulspecimenshave
beenexhibitedon variousoccasions..

Mrs, H. helpedto startanOlive LeafSociety & carriedonalarge
correspondencewith Elihu Burritt & manyladiesin England.Wasalwaysgreatly
interestedin socialquestions-marriedThomasHaslamin 1854.& hasamostvaluable
helperin herhusband.Shenevercouldhaveundertakenwhat shedid in latteryearsif it
werenot for his sYmpathy& help. In 1866shesignedthe 1stWomen'sSuffrage
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the IUA. in 1896,encouragedMr. JohnstonMP to introducetheWomen'sPoorLaw
GuardianIrelandBill & wasinstrumentalin gettingsomeWomenPoorLaw Guardians
returnedin thecity ofDublin.- helpedto starttheSchoolmistressesAssoc.with Mrs.
Jellico& MissLa ToucheandhelPedto encourageeducationofwomenbothmedical
andprofessional- assistedtheAmbulanceassociation& all movementsto helpand
forward the interestsofwomen.
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